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PREFACE, 


publication of this second volume of the FAMILY 
EXPOSITOR hath been delayed so long, beyond iny 
own expectation, and that of my friends, that it may perhaps 
Becm necessary to introduce it with an apology for that delay . 
But it would be tedious to enumerate a variety of circum- 
stances which have concurred to occasion it. It is generally 
known, that the unusual severity of the last winter laid a kind 
of embargo on the press ; and they that are at all acquainted 
with the business of printing, will easily apprehend, that un- 
der the most faithful and careful direction, a work of con- 
siderable bulk IS liable to many other interruptions, even 
where the manuscript is entirely finished before the impres- 
sion is begun. But after all, the chief reason why this hath 
been published no sooner, is (what 1 hope ruy subscribers will 
easily excuse) the large addition 1 have made of more than 
fifty sheds to the hundred which I was by the proposals 
obliged to deliver. 

<)n the mention of this, I think myself obliged to renew my 
thanks to those, who, by honouring me with their names and 
encouragement on this occasion, have put it into my power to 
publish the work with such improvements; and shall think my- 
self happy, if those improvements, however laborious and ex- 
pensive to the author, may render it more acceptable and 
useful to them. 

The tables prefixed to the first volume are included in this, 
and represent the disposition of the harmony in so clear a view, 
that by comparing them together it would not be difficult to 
find any particular text. But a deference to the request of 
some of the subscribers, engaged me to add another table at 
the end of this volume (of the same kind with that in Mr 
Bonnel’s Harmony,) which will at once direct both to the 
section and page where any verse may presently be found, 
VOL. II, a 
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Icannot pretend so much as toconjectuiw2||d|Uj||||||hpM 
of my undertaking will be completed. 

ceed in it as fast as my health and other afFaira^ijl permit. 
Ill the mean time, I think it necessary to obscrveT^iat 1 have, 
by the advice of some considerate and judicious friends, de- 
ferred the index, and some other things which I intended to 
have tlirovwi into an appendix here, till 1 have finished what 
I am preparing on the Acts ; that so they may stand, as they 
very properly will, at the end of the historical books of the 
New 7’estani(*nt. 

Ifow far t.'ic* subscribers to these two volumes may think it 
proper to encourage the rcat, must he referred to themselves. 
Ill the mean time, as that must be exceeding precarious which 
depends on the continuance of one man’s life and health, I 
woiiM desire pcrintssion here to take leave of my friends, at 
IcMst for the jircsent, with such a serious address as may be 
tbi; rrio^t substantial expression of my sincere gratitude and 
lespect. 

I slKuild have thought, my honoured friends, that I had 
made you a very unworthy return for this public token of 
your regard to mo, if I had offered you merely an amuseinent^ 
tljough ever so critical and polite. It had been much better, 
on both sides, that the work should never have been under- 
taken or perused, than that these Divine authoi's should be 
treated like a set of profane classics ; or that the sacred and 
momentous transactions they relate should be handled and 
r>.ad like an invented tale, or a common history. I have of- 
ten reminded myself of it, and permit me now. Sirs, solemn- 
ly to remind ^ou, that these are the yncmoirs of the holy 
Jesus, the Saviour sinful men, whom to know is life eternal^ 
and whom to neglect is everlasting destruction. We have 
here the authentic recoids of that gospel which was intended 
as the great medicine for our souls ; of that character which 
IS our pattern ; of that death w'hich is our ransom ; of hiniy in 
shoit, whose 7tame wc bear as we are professed Christians^ 
and.J^bre whose tribunal we are all shortly to appear, that 
our eternal existence may be determined, blissful, or miser- 
able, according to our regard to wliat he has taught, and done, 
and endured. Let not the greatest therefore think it beneath 
tiieir notice ; nor the meanest imagine, that, amidst all the 
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moat necessary car^s and labours, they can find any excuse^ 
for neglecting, or even for postponing it. 

Had I not been fully convinced of the certainiif and tin- 
portance of Christianity^ 1 should not have determined to de- 
vote my whole life to its service (for on the principles of natu- 
ral religion^ I know the soul to be hmnortal, and should expect 
nothing but its ruin in the ways of the most sanctified fraud -} 
but as I am thus convinced, I must make it my humble 
quest to every.one that enters on the perusal of these volumes, 
that they may, for a little while at least, be the employirient 
of l^is retired hours ; and that as he proceeds from one section 
to another, he would pause and reflect, “ Whose u'oy'ds do 1 
“ hear ? Whose actions do I survey ? Whose sufferings do 
I contemplate?” And as all must know they are the words ^ 
the actions y and the suffetings of Jesus the Son of God, our 
supreme Lordy and our final Judge y let it be farther and \cry 
seriously inquired in what degree the obvious and confessed 
design of the glorious gospel has been practically regarded 
and complied with : Can I, in my heart, think that I am a 

“ disciple whom such a Master will approve, and whom be 
“ will choose for his attendant in that world of glory to whicli 
he is now gone Let the plainness of tins advice be for- 
given ; for such is the temper and conduct of most who call 
themselves Chriitiam, that, if this religion be true, iheii 
cold and unaffecting knowledge of the hUtory of Christy and 
of xhc purposes of his appearanccy will only serve to furnish 
out matter for eternal self-accusation and remorse: and he is, 
at best, but a learned and polite infidel who would not rather 
be the instrument of conducting the lowest creature, capable 
of reading or hearing these lines, to the saving knowledge of 
a crucified Redeemer y than fill the most refined nation wiUi his 
own applause, while the grace of the Saviour is forgotten, or 
his sei'vice neglected. 

I have yet one farther request to add to those of my readers 
who arc heads of families; which is, that they would please to 
remember the title of the work, and consider it as chiefly in- 
tended in its most essential parts, for a Family Expositor. 1 
heartily rejoice in the reason which I have to hope, that, low 
as our religious character is fallen in these degenerate da}S. 
acts of domestic worship are yet performed by multitudes ot 
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Christians of various denominations : yet I cannot but fear, 
that the scriptures are not so constantly read at such seasons 
as they formerly were ; an omission which must be to the 
great detriment both of children and servants. One would 
think, that those who believe the Divine authority ofScripturOy 
and its wjinite importance^ should be easily prevailed upon 
to restore this useful exercise, at least for one part of the day ; 
and J would hope, that what I here offer them may render it 
more agreeable and useful. It would give me inexpressible 
delight to find that this is the case in those families with 
which I am most intimately acquainted ; and would be aii»en- 
couragement to hope this work may be proportionably useful 
in places and times to which neither my observation nor in- 
telligence can extend. 

I shall conclude this preface, with my hearty prayers, that, 
w’cak and imperfect as these labours are, the Divine blessing 
may every wheie and always attend them ; and that it may 
rest on all who have patronized them, and on all who shall 
peruse tliem! May every prejudice against the truth of 
Christianity, or against jts power, be vanquished ! May the 
most insensible minds be awakened to attend to religion, and 
may the weak and languishing be animated to press on to 
greater attainments in it! May those that are preparing for 
the so'vice of the sanctuary (as every part of this performance 
is their concern,) be by every part of it more abundantly 
furnished for the various duties of their important office f 
And may those who are as yet but babes in knowledge, through 
the Divine blessing grow by that sincei'c milk of the word, 
which is here presented, as I trust, in its genuine simplicity ! 
In a word' may many persons, families, and larger societies, 
receive devout pleasure and solid lasting improvement from 
it ; that the great God, of whom and through whom are all 
things, may in all be glorified, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who in all the sacred volumes, and especially here, is the 
Alpha arid the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First 
and the Last, to whom be everlasting honour, love, and obe- 
dience! Amen. 


North \>ipton, August Q, I7iO. 
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vpriT!^^ „ „ ;,>s/ ' 

TBE LXTTER'JP^^dF ' ;■" 


SECT.XC.'-.' 


Christ goes up to a 'inouHitthy is. fvan^guredf and 

discourses with his diseiples Citn^erning iko expectation thd 
Jews had Elijah./ }fet. XVif. 1-j-^jS. IX* 

Luke IX. 28— 36. ' * 


MARK IX. VRR. 2,— 
AND [Luke, it 
^ c anic to pass] af- 
Ut s>jn d.iys, IL(/ke, 
0! about vight days 
aflcr these say injr^,] 
Jesus takcthvrithhim 
Peter, 51 ' d, lames, and 
John [li’s brother,] 
and leadeth tliein up 
into an high mouii* 
tainapaitb. iliotii- 
soIm'*.. (Li hi, to 
prav.J piAi- XVII. 
1 . Luke IX. 2t}.J 

Luke IX. «o. AinJ 
IS he prayed, (M ark, 
lie was transfigured 


MARK IX. VER. 2.^ ' . 

^iVi) ?V came ta puss after sQ da^Sp {0^3 if 
you include^tbi^ first Rti'k Itsusi^ ' ahout nght 
days after these discoufse^^ .which were related ' 
in the two last took with him 

those three disciples whom he botu-mred with 
sometlrin^ofapeculiarintimROy, (compare Mark 
37, and Mat. x.xvi, 37,) namely, Peter and 
James, and his brother Johk^ md brought 
them up privately', to an high mf>mtain apart 
liom the retired, to pmy; 

intending,, as he ofteti did, to spend' the ni^t 
in tliat holy exercise.*’' , ^ 

And as he was pt'Uying, it caiiniG to pass that 
he 7ms suddenly, iu a most glorious mawter, 





• /fn hie;h iminttnn apart from th« poo- coiyooturc, tlij,t',^incp Ohrist wi|sjii$tb«- 
ple J .Ifjcomtoll* qs. ( Kpist. 17 1$ ) that Tore iicrt Cesarda Philippi thbt mq«t be 
tliero was In hu’4l><ys an ancient ttiadi- rAi( . in ''that netghlfomhood oa 

tioh th^t thiy.was^Mn'tutt Taboyt ti'bich wmdli'db«i>f^ 0 rQboaai’«cal\aAhRd hoea 
lay 111 the tribe of I^'^tinding. 4 py$r .which he thiuX^ k a 

upa /, (aii(Mr. M!Supi4reli kiiidef Irki^ph th^t the Shekinah wag 

it doe», 'IVayels^ p. 1 1'2 ) i* lii, ^|iw tht» gtoiriemsty finHtafeetedt it bad 

argwnent top-proie for ^nt eo;l^ by btdtatry, Sei?- 

bio'CodV. sigbifteji wpSf a pntaw aei»i|»^^^(ii'OirtQrgV, VuL.I. p. UL ' , 

mirrmcnt* ahioh hbvo bf^n, night ia that holy «x- 

h-id It niadr part of a rrdgA of nioun^' ei^ii^^ Ap^t'or.^ from .Lufco Lv, 37, 
tuns. ■ owevny ^ this happened at thi- wb^rtf rend.o:f tht^^fon»/l.£r‘rfoul« ' 
disijinco f si\ 4ayfe. there soemfl tb.be ihe^nni H.iy.' 

l. i' ulMc prot.-iLditv in Mi FleqiiWg’g 

X'.>L. Jl. B , 
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I iikt* 
IX. : 


C/ir/.v/ is traiisfigured on a mountain. 

tran^fJiiurcfl in their presence; and thefoi'ni r^ijcforc them, ami] 
his amntnianic ms changed,‘ {so that] his face 
shone with a bnj;hinc*ss like that of the sun , ana tf-red, that hi> 
Ills whole* body was clothi'd with such a lustre, didshme as th< 
•aji.sho.,e rhroijoh //w raiment, insormich that 
the appearance* of it W(lh all while and dazzling sh terms, fMABK, 
shining so exceedingly^ that it seemed as white simimg: e\cccdaig 
as snow, as resplendem «a the lighl ase\f 
to so gieat a degn-e as no fuller on earth could »>, no fuller <m 
whiten if. Such a {ilory did God confer on his t'rih 'vhur 

Son, Hs an earnest of that in which he was fin- 
ally to apiieai ; and he permitted these Iiis scr- ' * - • ^ 

\aiits tos('e It, that they might not be otFcnded 
at those scenes of deep abasement in which 
they were shortly to attend him. (Corrijiare 
IVlat. xxM. 31, s' Ct clxxxii.) 

And behold there appeared to them, at the mark ix 4 . Am! 
same, tune that they saw their Lord in this [bHiold} ti.rw .»]>- 
splendid foim, /re-' nienj that were talking with 
Jesus in a laugnaee and accent winch the three laikm!, uuh 
apostles heard aiul understood, :«’//e mv/‘£? known fiuKr, An)u-ii \uu- 
to lie Mosses the gix’at giver, and Elijah the “’1'! ,1 'j'*" ** 
zealous restorer ol the law. 1 hesc were the|x. r>(i.j 
persons whom they saw with Christ, in whose tisrix oi wi).> 
lionour their respective, ministrations termmau apP' J*'^ 
ed; xi'ho appearing to their view ni lorms ol 
glorijy somewhat resembling that which lie now an umpii-h .itjuu 
wore himself, spake of his exit, or departure out 
ol the present lite and state, which he xcas' 
shorlUj after, even at the ensuing passover, to 
accomplish at Jerusalem,^ suggesting and en- 
larging on such thoughts as were proper toani- 
iiiafe him to so painful and glorious a eoiiilict. 

Ihit Peter i and they that were with him, even tia-y that wue’wnii 


‘ Tliafonn of his conniinnuce Oftv ihani^^ 
1 Th’s was so striking a (’iic’umstance, 
tli.a I'.unapiiia (\it. Jnintd. )> ’2?.) rc- 
l.iii's a htoi'V ot .lainbhciis, wlm li *.et-njs 
tvultnllv to be bonowed frutu this, as 
i\i.my thin^b which Philostratus tells in 
of Apollomui ^’yaneu^ seem also to ha^e 
been bui rowed fiom other histones re- 
corded of (.'lirivt bv Ibe c\auuclist>. 

«• If kite end dazishnf^.] The words 
; ’ i^ng-fuTtUy moiy literally be roti- 
• It red. u/iifr but as this 

i lansf.sUiids here connected with pa- 
i.illcl passaj>:cs in other evangelists, I 
. bo-f to rondor it iJn: lin^j thatbomepru- 


pci gradation might be obseivcd whitli 
would otherwise ha\e been destiuved. 

*' Sljaue til his v.nf, whu/i ke uxn sl.uiihf 
lit aaomi (lAht .Ifr'isaletn.l Dr ll.iiniiiond 
and he Chre siiin greatly mistaken in 
n *>*rring this to Chiut’" victoiy o'crthc 
iiiipcniteut Jews in the destruction of 
Jerusalem bv tbf Romans; forthoui^hthc 
word .^o{^ dot s sometimes signify .a mt- 
lUarif cTfiedtUo'i, (aCt Mswr, Observ. Vol. 
I. p. 219.) yet it is plainly used ioi 
dcalhf or drpurtuie out of the tun Id, 2 Pet. 
j. lA; and VVisd. iii 2, which slut^ inii< h 
better lieic with the const! iiC* ion, • 

IfflHffrtJl'J/t 



3 . 


The disciples are astonished and afraid. 

J.im.werfihenvyttUh the two Other disciples, dirl not see the begin- 5 .£ct* 
‘I’'' nor bear tlie whole 

his^lory, and the hvo ot this wonderful and edifying discourse; 
men iiik stood with weaiied with the labours of the preceding day, ix'3,-. 

they Xi'cre quite overburdened and sunk down 
with sleep i but being awakened \yith the splen- 
dour of those rays which pierced through the 
darkness of the night that had before favoured 
their slumbers, tHey saw, to their inexpressible 
astoni^lnnent his unusual glory^ and the two 
men who were standing with liim^ and lieaid 
tlie conclusion of their conference, from whence 
'.j— Ami it oainc ti^.y collected who they were.^ yind it cumeZ?* 
iMrit'd from inm,* thafj just OS they were departing Jrom 

iMi'i [..liswmdatidj /i/wt, Pefci' atiswcred and Said uiito Jesus, Mas- 

rood i’m ir circiim- 

fo*’i)(- iurc°^ ail'd [If stance as this: let this glorious appearance and 
tiiou mil] lot lo, converse be prolonged ; for we could delight to 
ioakriht.io]thrftot.i- spend all the remainder of on r days thus; and 
'nl"s aml 'Illm fi'u therefore, if t-iou please <t, let us make three 
Piid ( lie for tents herc,^ for Thee one^ and tor Jiloses one, 
one for Elijah, that thou with them mayest 
' Miim ix. For l^^dgc hers" in apion* convenient manner, 'fbis 
ii-' »i-i not [itKL, was indeed a wild kind of proposal, ill suiting 
wii.it iio s.iid, ur\ the state of these glorified persons, ortho sul>- 
v!-m* ^ vo! a^imid di>eourM*; hut it is the less to 

Ha hi i\ a;} ] * he wondered at, considering the great surjirise 

^,*0 winch IVtcr was, yin’ Ae knew not what he 
said, fm’j should say ; Joy such was tlie olTect it 
had on him ami the two other di-nplcs wlio 
were tin n present, that they Wt re \astly lerri- 
fad at the majesty of this nnparalleieil sight, 
which broke out upon them at oiice in so un- 
expiTtcd a manner. 


Al.irlc 

IX. ' , 


‘ il«\ird lli<‘ ('oiiclimion of tlinr coii- 
ft i( iwT, ftV.J it iiiijilit iiol poili.tp'i h.ui* 
In eii piopi-r lilt y iioold h.wo h(*uu\ iho 
zJnh ut It 0(1(1 inulit mt( nd to if’c.il 
some of ihosic thjii^s to tin in l)\ ihc ''pi- 
nt, .vd the knoiilf'diro of otliors nii'^ht 
lie i<*soi\(’d to thi, di'iOoK'rK-h ol tlie 
Iii'.ut Illy ''T.iU , 

B / it u\ Diiae ihu-e icnii /itvf.] Mr, 
flemni{{ tliiiik!. it IS as if lie li.id said, 
“ I ord, li I tins rnoiintam bo to Isi mi 
“ iiou wli.il SuKii v.'is to 0111 ImLIu'is 
‘ 'ii.ld, .Is it ivoK', thy I'l.urt Imo, and 
“ b tii(' [It oplo jC'dit IiiUici to knui tliy 
*' > <i! ‘lid p.i> ihf-ii Imiii.ip/ to Mici*, .it- 
" i( •'! li lit ill. 'I lli\ gloi lin’d '.I'n.'iTits.” 

1 ' it 1.1 , Vul 1 p ‘id) 


Cut this s-’enis too pionf .1 refiiiein(>nt, 
and too dcfj) a S( licinc I urlirr fi.isc 
to iu1(')[)i( 1 llieiin .Vs words ot ■ j/tu vus 
^uifiihty mtcudnl i.itnlv to cvpiess ihc 
pL’tsuic they h.id ill what tht\ saw .md 
beard I ho piopos.il was, .is St. M irk 
observes, very irnpiopcr; Imt perhaps 
few. in such in astoni'-liins^ oiieimist t .ee, 
emild ha'C !»een peifeeily masters of 
theinselici.— 'file tents tlie\ pi 1, posed 
to build, tnnst be oi’ily bii^^bt li.its 01 
biiwcis. .iiid tlieie IS i]i> ri'as.iii at .ill to 
siipposi , tli''v meant .iny snuipti'o'is ta- 
bcin.vdi's like tint of 'vi,is(... 1 , tlb' wil- 
diiness. .ind tint no sm h id. a might 
.lOeubnlillv be r.iiid, ! eluv'-i’ to u»-<* 
the vuid if'Jy 


\ 


* J I 



4 J vukc from' heaven declares him to be the Son of Cod. 


SCCT. 

X0.‘ 


Jttda'! h(' u'cn speaking thus, behold there '?■** 

came a bright cloudy which in a mftst surprisint^^ ^ehountllSwSL« 
irijiniicr spn-ad itsoif over the top of the moun- a [bnght] t lou<l, and 
\y r, tain, and overshadoTCed fhenniW: the overshadowed them: 

])lcs were seized with such a kind of religious ^eVmendmlothe 
horror, that tiiei/ Jeared when they entered into ,.ioi,d [^?^r V' ir. 
ike cloud, ^ and saw it diffused on every side of 5— .dAKK ix. 7-^1 
3 -, them. Mdbehold, aticier memoiaWe cireum- .h’iVo"!! aMifoJ 
stance iliOM happened; me there came a most yi,t (,r the fitted, 
awful ‘i^uc out of the cloud, as the sacred sym- ['vinch saidj This is 
hoi of (Jod’- immediate presence, which said, beloved sun, fin 
j/iis IS my bil(KH‘d Son, in whom t am aW/ pleased,] hen fjt] 
phased, ' hear ye him therefore with the bum- him (Mai xvti.— 
bkat submission and obedience, as the object. 
of my (li arcst complacency, and your surest 
;pji(lc to doty and happiness, in all respects sii- 
]ierior to the jrreatest of your prophets. 

^jat. ylnd when the diH'iples heard [this voice.] they Mat. xvii i, 
v\n. tJ. ft'fl prostrate 07 i I heir faces to the u[rouiul with "hen fh<- disn- 
the humblest reverence, and xcor eurcedingly fen 
terrified by tins tremendous manifestat.on of ai.dwcic'^.irc.drriid 
7 the present Deity. Ami Jesus, knowing their 7 And < nix' 
confusion, came and touched them, and said,^'^\ tonohr i iii. m 
iiise Up, and be not ajraid; infusing into them, be uoi afiaui. 
at the same moment, a secret strength and for- 
titude of mind. (Compare Dan. x. 10, in.) Maiik rx 8 And 
Ami rn a sudden, while the heavenly voice w>as "ly fi ' « i'» 
iiffoed, Jms was found alone, Moses a..d Kii- 
jab (Ijsajipeanng in a moment; \am] the disci- aiuuc*. c/z./] Mi.m 


Maik 
JX. B. 


i> 7 A" e cfiinr rt cfow/, and over- 

thmluni them, &,«’.] f (nnnoE think ft 
piDbahlo, (Ih'jiiffh a late emiaetit critic 
ini's i'\pl jined ii,) that this onlv mcai's 
that the cloud rad n di id la wliieh fell i»»- 
oirthoni, Ij‘U ratlifT Hint it ip eado^er 
fhe ttK udlavi , ami this nut like .1 raiicpy 
or iimbrelln, hut th.il it eoNond it in 
sii«*h a inaniiorasa (huidil'ies, \(twith 
iln^ dilhTCncc, that it wa’s mom like u 
Ihif'k '>nutke than a shower; and that 
wliereas tho skiita of I'lfiuds aie gene 
rallt larcr than the central parts, this 
•* as darker tnw.inls the edccs, a glory 
heiim in Ue midst • and pi bably 11 was 
the darker part with which the .iposIleH 
treie ein eloped, while* l/ieexigL'^nt glor'^, 
(as St Petci calls it *2 Pet i. 17 ) seem- 
<d mnth highei, .and the rays of if were 
much atlornpcrcrl, by that pait of the 
'i<u,dv 'III whieli was between it and 


them. And thus we knuw, tn.it the ^lic- 
kiriaii had appealed ui fumn 1 .ige-,, pui- 
ticiilaili hen ii.took posvf^SKin 'd the 
tabeinado of MosC'., l.xod xl Ti, "d, 
and the temple ul Solomon, 1 Kings mu. 
H 11. 

' hi udiom J am U'cU ptcatfd J Tliongl; 
nceh’r Mark nor Luke ha\fi gnen us 
ihcac words, we mat be -urc thai they 
WM< really spoken, as we ha*. c the coii- 
cuiri'ut lealitiiunv both oi Mailhew, and 
of J CvCr, who has tlius quoted tliem, 0 
Pet 1 17. Some have thought their be- 
mg omitted bv Mark, an intiirntiou 
that Peter did not rev.e,i iIku gcspel 
with anv ^reat acc urai '< J eiippusing it 
was>(os rierni ns AlcxaudiiTins lepurfs,) 
put into his hands.— Perhaps the com- 
mand that i» .idded to ‘lear k'm, may 
refer to that solemn chaige to Aixir tii'’ 
great jfiu/j/'t*', licit xviii. i'>. 



He charges his disciples to conceal it till he urns riu'n. 


theybadthltuplbeir pltjs^ ypjjfj {|^g |^jm| sKCl’,^ 

rouud »bJut,'“tbey couragement that he ’baJ given tijt in, [miill . 
saw no man any lookifig mind about them for the persons ihtj^ 
inure, save .ies.i.s on- had sc(Mi but just befofc, suwnomanuiiy moiYf 

only y^'ith themselves, w*ho now again 
f.ihL IX. 5 ().— J appearing in Ids usual form; graciously entered 
into conversation with them' in the same con- 


descending manner he was used to do. 

<1 And as Hiey /Jnd as fJu u came down from the mountain on o 
which this wondeiful transaction had passed, Je- 
viiaracd t>em that strictly charged fhem^ that they should tell 
ihe> sbouM tdl no jjn one zekut they had seen, unless it wlm'o when 

Jrom the dead; Ifst, 

of man wire listen till that glofioUs cviuencf! was gi\cn or bisUi- 
I'l.'iiiUiedt’dti i[AUi. mission, this story should ajipear as an 
^m^AndUip kp,t idle dream, or an incredible tale. ^ 7 ??^/ when 
fhai sa'>ing^ with h(j spitkfi of rising from the deail, they laid hold 
thomsfi^ts, que - on that wordf disputintr among themselves what 
turning one with a- rising from the dead could mean ; fur as of- 
bing from Hie diM(i ten, aiul a.s plainly, as Llirist nan dcci.iivu it to 
dioiiid mean [And tlietii, they coilid not persuade themselves to un- 
derstand it in a literal sense. However, 111 ohe- 
tiioMj days any of diciice to the charge he gave lliern, /hey 
thoM ihingb nhich zee re silent as to what had passed, and /old no 
I'l' -' ^ one in tJio’ie days any of the things which they 

had now seen and iieartl. 

iviAi. XVII- 10. his disciples, as they could not doubt but Mat.' 

And hifl di.c)pifs he was the Messiah, took that opportniiuy 
>vh' * then ’ thcriiselvcs as to a scruple which liad 

scriin^*/ iii.it lain Oil their minds, and asked him, say- 
must lust «omc> JVhy then do the scribes, the teachers of 
IMakkIX. 11.] nation, and profcs.sed students of the law, 

say, that Elijah must jirst come bcibre the Me.s- 
siiili appear ? Is this vision, that we have now 
seel), all the coming of that prophet’ which was 
to be expected } 

1 1 And Jesus an- Jnd Jcsus replying, said unto them. It does 1 1 

rC!“ia-«X‘ '^ 7 / /l>pe»'- fro™ ‘If scripture, that 

shall first coino, and shall p'st come to make way ior the Messiah, 

rcstfjie all ih'ings; and regulate all things^ by preaching repeiK r,' 


^ They kd hold on that wortl.j So I 
think Tov Xoyoy rurnk'^nv may most lite- 
rally he rendered , fne verb often signi- 
lying it} lay hold 017 , and, in eoiiseqnencc 
ot that, reiohady to re'uin ; but never, 
fh.it 1 can recoiled, /n Iffp a secret. 

' tnio tK, lV, sii..'j; Maxk 


xii 12^ Olid Rev, \x. 2 —I timik the 
words wo(^ fowTif: should tie joinctl witn 
^v^n7*»»7if.as they .ire with the same n ui d 
Mark 1 . 27 j i\ Ui; Luke xxii 2.'-, 
and Acts IK. 29. 

* SkailJiTil C01HC andierruk/e alt tki>r^ t.J 
It is 2‘]jin Hut rrsvit-f lirrc. Caf! 



\> lie discourses xeith tJwT^i of the coming of Elijah. 


flier 

xc. 

Mat 
svft: 1 1 


tance anJ reformation : andyet, how little is tlic 
influenee tliat his cominjr will have upon a 
wu ked iintl ungrateful generation ^ And hoxv 
is it also xeritten of 4 he Son of man liiiiiselt,"' 
that illustrious Person whom Elijah is to intro- 
duce Jt is plainly foretold, that he must suf 
fer many things^ 'and be contemptuous^ reject- 
t'd, which evidently implies that his forerun- 
iCner aKo shall be d^regarded, and Ins preaching 
shglncd. And the event, you know, has been 
answeraliie to it : do not therefore expect ano- 
tluM* to appear, hut observe what J now say to 
wliile 1 assure you that' Elijah is indeed 
come abradij. as it is written of him^ in vari- 
ous passages ol sciipture; (see Isa. xl. 3, and 
Mai. in. 1 ;) and they who pretended so eager- 
ly to (‘xpocthnn, did not know and acknowledge 
him, but have treated him in the most arhitiarv 


f.Hul how it is 
tcii of tho Son of 
ni.tn, luat he must 
siilfer in.uiy thiiu's, 
aiidbt sH .»tiJ<)U"ht, j 

[.VtnK J\. I'.'.J 


12 fiiit I s;iv uiUo 
you, lh.it Jilub ” 
[iiifJeodJ oumc al- 
re.idy, uiid tlic-v 
knew him nol, but 
have dum. unti^ him 
>\hatsoL*vi'r tlwy lust- 
« d, I Is it IS writlon 
ol hmi-J likewise 
Rliall aisi* the S' u ot 
man siill(,r ol them 
IX J'j ] 


and cnit‘1 manner, even just as they pleased, 
without any regard to piety, justice, or huuiaiii- 
ty : and thus lilrwiyc shall theSon o/ man quick- 
ly suijer by them, and with the utmost enmity 
and malice shall be persecuted by a hardened 
people, who will shew no more regard to him 
than to Elijah his herald. 

1 3 Then the’ disciples understood that he spake to i .u'n ttic fii^. 
them concerning John the Bapthf, who wu-, ■ m.dusM., a u,. 
ibnitold under the luune of Elijah, as the Me.s- Jr jolIa uu li inos ! 
siali was under that of David. (Compare Mai. 

IV. bj and Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 21.) 


Aoti. ill. 91 ;) o.innot, as it 
anifidlly doej», higiiify rrt^on«^ahinssto 
thv^ir Inuncr sUte, but only, in the ge- 
nvr.^1, reducing them to order. It is strange 
'■iVrtiillian (do Hosur. cap, 'J,?,) should 
infer from lir-me, that Mijali tiu pro- 
phet is to come before Clin t’^ oud 
.ippearanee, tJrotius Iiab well ('uiifutcd 
that wild noUoii in lus a«uotatinn->, m 
lO'S 

And tjf't hom o U uulfrn vf the Son of 
rttnn liMn'!LMf ?] The construction of 
this \nse, m the original is asperpiex- 
ffl as almost .IP V in the New rcstument 
’I'hc Prussian 'restament, ahith I'l lol- 
hiwed bv tlu' I.Ufj riia,loh v'rsion, icn- 
di'rs It I lundlv ami elegantly enough: 
It 14 tiiip, ” .,aul be, “ th.it T'lias must 
"irtrume to ri'sto'e all li'iugs, and 


“ that It H forelold of Jiiin, .t. well as ol 
“ the Son of man, th.it Ip- slujiild h.ivc 
“ much to sulfei, and be rejected with 
“ eonlempt ” Unt this is not stiutly 
agri cable to the original, nor t.m I find 
the fuart^ rdom of John the 11 ijitist .uu 
wIk IP toreiold ii> the Did 'J esUment I 
Chi'MSt* llieiefoie to reiiUii thpulau s .is 
a questioi, — I'iiat %'fA sometimes signi- 
fies [and \et,] eviden ly apjitsirs liom 
.lolm \ .iU; Luke i\. 4i , Mat. wiii. 
'»7 ; and othei plaees. 

” J lijiih 7i tiidfed evtfie alrt'athj, cs if n 
ciriftm (ffiim.] For the reason assigned 
111 the preeHing note, 1 house to con- 
nect these two clauses, and com lede ih.it 
the words whu h lie between, both m the 
oiijmal and in our Inuislaliyt), arc tube 
iii( tiidcd ill a parentlie^ib. 



Reflections on the tran^flpifntion of ChrisL 

IMPROVEMENT. 

How glorious and delightful Was this view of our blessed Me- 
(ieemer, which the apostles liad, when he was trm&fi^uved before 
them, clothed, as it were, with the divine SHekimh, andsAi'm/i^ 
with a lustre like that of the sun! How pleasing -and how edi- 
fviiig must It he to them, to see with him Moses and Elijah, 3 
those two eminent saints who had so many ages ago quitted 
our world, but whose names they had often read in the sacred 
records, with wonder and reven ncc. 

Well might Peter say, It is good for us to be here. Well 4 
might he be contented to resign his entertainments and his hopes 
elsewhere, tliat they might prolong these delightful moments, 
feasting their eyes with these divine visions, and their minds 
with these more than human discourses. Nor can we wonder 
that the scene, transitory as it was, lelt so abiding a savour on 
bis spirits, that in an epistle which he wrote many \ears alter, 
and but a little before his death, he should single this story from 
a thousand others to attest it as he does, and to argue from it. 
(("omparo ii Pet. i. 16 — 18,) Put qh how much more desirable 
is It to stand upon mount Zion, and to behold those brighter 
illories which our Jesus wears in the heavenly regions ! I'o be- 
hold, not merely Moses and Elijah, but all the prophets, the 
apostles, and martyrs; and, in a word, all the saints of God in 
every age, whether to us personally known or unknown, sur- 
rounding him in a radiant circle; and not only to behold them, 
but to converse with them. Lord, it is good for us to be thei'e, 
in our desires at least, and in our meditations, till thou pleasest 
to call us to that happy world, and to take us thither^ wliere no 
drowsiness w’lll cloud our eyes, where no hurry will discompose 
our thoughts; but where the perfection of holiness and of love, 
shall cast out every degree of terror, as well as of sorrow, ix. 6 

In the mean time, let us reverently attend to that Saviour 
who appeared in this majestic form, and who comes recommeml- 
ed to us with so many testimonials of his divine authority. He 
was again declared by a voice from heaven, to be the beloved ' 
Son oj God; as such let ns hear him, receiving ail his reve- 
lations with the assurance of faith, and all his commands with 
the obedience of love. If these sentiments govern our hearts , 
and our lives, the thoughts of that departure from this world, x.*’! 
whicfi we are shortly to accomplish, will be no grief or terror ' 

to oilr souls, l.ike our blessed Master, we may comiect the 
views of it, and intermix discourse upon it, with the most de- 
lightful enjoyments and converse; nay, it will serve to render 
them yet more pleasing. For who would not long to be made 
V oi/onnablc to Christ, even in his sufferings and death, if it may 



On the next dajjy the people seeing him, are amazed, 

stcv. be a means of transforming us into the resemblance of 
glories ^ 




SECT. xcr. 


Christ, descending from the mountain on which he xras iranfi- 
gitredy drives at/ an evil spirit which had obstinately with- 
stood the attempts of his apostles. Mat. XVII. it — 21. 
Mark 1\ 14 — 29. Luke IX 'M — 45. — 


Luke IX. 37. 

SE(T. rjijjjjs flid oiir Lord discourse with his three 
' discijiles .jfier he had been traiisfiaiired in 

1 ■ - I • ” . • 

l.uKL njorioiis a manner in their presence: and it 
SX. r'7 ('ame to pass, that on the next day, xvhen they 
came down frdin the mountain on which the 
niplit had b'n'ii "O doli^litfully spent, a great 
Mark crowd of people met him. And, being come to 
IX. 14 tlu> disciples, and particularly to the rest of tlie 
;^post!e^, who, knowini* their master was on the 
lull, waited for him in the adjacent valley, he 
saw a great multitude around them, and, among 
the rest, some of the scribes and Lharisecs, who 
were disputing widi them, and endeavoured lo 
take the oppoitunity of then Master’s absence 
to ex'Mosr and distress them. 

45 And immediately, as aoon as he came near 
them, all the mult Undo seeing him, was struck 
into astonishment at those unusual rays of ma- 
jcsi) and glory which yet remained on his coun- 
tenance and, running to him, tlicy saluted 
* him with the ^rratest marks of respect and af- 
fection: yet the scribes and Pharibech, without 


Ia'kb IX, "7 
AND it laiir^ to 
pa^s, that un Ui« 
no\t flay, wilt 11 thoy 
were mine flown 
from the hill, inin h 
people met Jum. 

M i n K 1 X 1 1. 
Anil when hi r.uiie 
to A's fhie.pifs, I,. 
i<afv a l^rdiT in\ilt!< 
tiule about Iheni, 
aiifl dif seiihe*. ')! ( '1- 
li‘>mii[; with ilKin 


15 Anil slramlit- 
uav' all the I'cojile, 
when ihev hehehi 
him, wfMt ■>- 

nia/c‘(1 , .ijmI, luii' 
IIM 14 l" hiiii, ■'ahiU'J 
hill) 


^ lUar slnul 'itfn 'titomOiri'' ?l, L<' \ It 
is strange tliat bo few eritii!> ^lio' Jil have 
said any thin? (.■'ini'crniri? (lie naMin fil 
the iiuillitufie s ht'iii? Ilius .isioiii^' cd, 
Ttpoiildnot I .IS Portoi t liiicsnppo«s, 
his ooiiiiii^ down fiiun (hi iii'iuiKain Ibe 
riav 'if er > c vfiit ii[i, for 'hoy were ga- 
thered foimd 1* 111 I Mr < ehatitm of lu.s dts- 
ei'iii, and 1 th. mo ifjinoinber t^hat he 
CUT eontiuuej rnoie than o//e ni'^r (n 
s.'ch a leOrt mem. Nor is it easy to 
101,1, ?u.e, the innltitiide were eaidcr ain 
.ipjsu'heii ion, 'liei he hail oe. ii no h‘n,? 
ei ,! mi that trievm ' tr -hoidd healili 
I') h.> I :,nii aj;....', ! ti .ilm t How 

f'l Vi 1.1 !)) s miluij'i oi.iei'reni lii^ 
> lie, tthitfi 1. 'ju ’ll' li)”h.' 


w«« read of Mu'-f that /'>r < f no /.,i (■ 

iho> t t !n:n /w Cir'ic Oo'- n Ji- ri ihr 
{Co‘’*jHre K\oil, tv.u ' o, n), ’.ml '2 
('or. Ill 7 I One Woo'd i»<lev.<l lui’e es- 
fi.led th.ttl.ukf, who has nKsmoued 
lie I ,'re on Stephen’s eouut ikhicc, 
ttJifii pleading hiS eawscbtloie tlie ■,an- 
herlrdn (Vitsii 1 1 ) .should ha\i (ukeii 
si.ine notii e of iji" l.ipt hfi« siij.j>i,n.d 
iuit It IS ohscrvable, Alir; tej’s the sti>r^ 
Ixfore, us I'lr inoie e,rc\.:.i...iiiii ill.v H' n 
cither of Ihe other ei an?! lists , viIp !i, 
h’ tlie W'liy, IS anotliei iiio^t eoiii iiieHi-; 
proof, Ihilhis go.ii> I was nor, i.is Mi 
Wm-ton s'lpiiO-Os,) />n afu i‘^'.,iin.nt el 
M’Uhe'.'' 



A lunatic possessed wifk a dumb spirit is brought to him. 0 

regarding liia return, Kiontiniicd their ill-natured 
attack on his disciples. 

And. taking notice of the warm dispute 
were engaged in, he asked the scribeSy What is 
the point you are debating, and what do you 
contend with them about f 
And presently, upon his making this inquiry, 17 
'beholdy a \certam\ man of the multitude came, 
and kneeling down to lihny answered the ques- 
tion ill effect ; and^ crying out with a loud and 
eager voice, saidy O thou great Teacher and 
Mu 'iter in our Israel, I have brought theewy 
poor afflicted .vow, xcho hasiox a long time been 
possessed with a dumb spirit rand the malici- 
ous demon has deprived him of the use of his 
hearing and speech : And, in this moving eas(‘, 

0 Loi dy [ beseech thee look upon my mi , for 
IS mine only child , [(tnd] yet, instead of lioing 
a comfort to me, is a most melancholy spectii- 
cle of horror ; let me intreat thee, th('reforc, to 
have compassion on [/i/?w,J for he is lunaln 
and gviivoudy tormented with terrible fiLs, 
winch freipiently seize him, and sometimes m- 
danger his life : for he often fallcth into the fircy 
and often info the wafer. And befioldy whnrxrr 
[this] spirit seizes hiniy he has no strengtfi or 
tliought to take care of himself, but suddenly 
cries out m a most violent manner ; and it con^ 
vulses him so, that he foams again at the mouth, 
and gna.shes xvUh his teeth in extremity of an- 
guish ; and thus he miserably pines, and wither^ 
away 111 tiie bloom of his age: ^and fiV] is with 
great difikidly that the malignant demon f/c- 
parts Jrom hmjora. little while, having hr ui%id 
him to such a degree by violent distortions, 
that he is hardly able to use hii» limbs in the in- 
terval of these dreadful agitations. And 1 am Aut 
persuaded there is some more than oidiiiary xvu. ill 
difficulty 'in the case; lor / brought him to thy 
discipkSy and spake to [them] concerning him, 
and entreated [them] in the most affectionate 
maiiner to use their utmost efforts to east him 


ir> And he iisked 
flu* scribes, What 
qfiistiou je with 

U.i'iii ? 

17 And [Lvkb, 
ln'liold,! [a lertnm 
in.iii] ol‘ liiQ nuii- 
tiltiiJe, [kucelin'' 
ddtvn ta him,] .iii- 
sTf'rcd niul [t.ukB, 
tiled out, saying', I 
Mastei , I hai e 
b( lUi^iit unto thee 
Kjy v)ii, which halh 
a dumb bpiiit , 
[Mai WII, H. 
I I h! tX. 'is. — J 

Mu WII. r. 
Loid, [1 liu^eeeh 
tiioc, lunk upon III) 
son, Inr he is mine 
only tlnld, a'i!\ 
lime iiu icy on 
t"! lie IS lunatic, 
•lud s nc u'vod fui 
lilt Unu's 111' talleth 
into lliu iiie, and 
ett into the water. 

[f I M I )S I 

1 1 IX iiy \iid 
111, ( wtiiTc-oeu r j 
sinrit i.iki'tii Inni, 
111* suddenly cneth 
out, and il teareth 

hull, that 111 Tu.i 

nil til a^ani, [.nid 
•j,nfi'lioth with his 
tcoLli, and piiuili 
aw a) ,] and bruis* 
iin; h'ln, il haidly 
dfjiaiieili fioni Inm. 
[Mauk IX. IS.—] 

Mat, XMl. H] 
And 1 hrouijlit huii 
'o thy diSLjples, 
[and i>p.ike to 
l/ie/K,] [Leal., and 


^ Jh’ i:, lunalic.'] Orolins will oh- tiiral ni the dasc ; as the /•:;7 '/nu/ windd 
«ei u That lliib void (which i."<.i<'lly an- uiidonhtciily take ad\jnl,ii;e of ih" > 
swiis the ei yiiioli)}* ot the oii,^iiial) disoi di ps into which the bi.iiii ari'l i" i ' 
nii-'il with great propiietv lie iiJed, ol this niihappv ( Inld wci'' tin n 1'. 
M'liii 'll t'u'ii w IS syrmtlini" putdiia- tji" it i he //in > , 





10 The disciples being unable to cure him, Jesus is applied to; 


llarK 

1\. 'Ji). 


»^CT. out ; and they could not accomplish it, nor heal 

XCI. /li,,}. 

Then Jems said in reply to him, 0 jje incre- 
perverse generation of men, how long 
' shall J be wifh you before >ou will learn a be- 
coming regard to me ? llow long shall I endure 
that infidelity which you are shewing on so 
many occasions ? And thus did he mean at 
once to reprove the weakness of faith in the fa- 
ther, and III hi^ disciples, as well us the ohstinu- 
cy and perverseness ol the Jewish teacliers, 
who w'cre triiim|)hmg in their present disap- 
])Ointinenl ; and then, turning to the father of 
the chihl and liis attendant*', ho said, Bring thy 
Si n hither to me, and you shall see what iny 
powiT can cfi’ect 

yind upon this thty brought him that was 
jiossessocl to Jesus, and presented the poor 
creature h him And inimediu/ely, as soon us 
he saw hint, while he was yet coming, the evil 
spirit ill a rage w' ought in him with such vio- 
lence that h:5 threw him dowii and convulsed 
him ; and he fell on the ground with great 
force, and there lay, and rolled Irom one side to 
the other, a spectacle of horror, Joaming at the 
mouth, and sweating profusely, till nature was 
almost exhausted, and he seemed ready to die. 
21 Jnd, that the greatness of the cure might 
the more plainly appf’ar, while* the unhappy 
. you til lay thus ^before him, he ashed his father, 
flow long time is it that he hath been this af- 
!22Hictt!d ? And lie said, Even from his childhood 
And the evil pint is so outrageous, and so mi- 
licious, that itfrei/uently, as J said, has thrown 
him into the fire, and into the zeoters, when he 
has happened to be near them, as if he watch- 
ed for opportunities to destroy him ; so that 1 
am sciisiijlc it is a most diflficnlt, as well as 
dreadtnl case ; but if thou canst do any thing'wi 
it,'' have compassion on us, and help us; for 
surely nonci ever needed thy pity more. 


licsought^^cm to cast 
Iiiiii out, and tliey 
could not euro him. 
[Maru IX. IS.— 
U KE IX. 40.] 

17 Tlion Jesus ah- 
sweied fhim| and 
said, O taithLss and 
poiverbo ^.oncration, 
how lon^; shall 1 be 
with you ' how lonj' 
shall I sudor you’ 
hrmi; ftoKr, Ihy 
son] hither to mo. 
[Mark IX. 19. 
Luki! IX. 41. J 


Mark IX. 

4 lid they brought 
him unto him .irid 
whon hu s.iw him, 
[.IS 111* wusyota-coui- 
iiiij^l ‘•trai^'litivavtlio 
spnil [throw him 
down, and] taro him. 
and iio fi II on th> 
ground, and w.dlow- 
od Ioann ng. [f.isi, 
IX. i*:-] 


OJ And ho .i>>kod 
his fatlioi, How l(#ii^ 
Is It riiro since this 
oamtj unto Inm’ And 
he said, iU a child. 

■22 And ofr -times 
it hath 03Nt him in- 
to the firo, and into 
the watei 3 to destroy 
him but it thou 
canst do auv thing, 
have oomjiassion on 
ns; and help 


’From hs ch'Hf/Ml.] So tho word onhi'. .ippiojcuing ('hnst, his faith nif^ht 
properly sigiiiiies ; and, I think begin to fail, This «as a very riafura! 
V ith < iiotie-s, it 1 . irmoh iiioio ciinioiiuni manner of spcakum, ami votstiongl\ pa 
fo roiuloi ii tliii', than t/im hi mfaw/. thotic, and oblJ(|u« ly tntoirstnig tho Im- 
'1 'i III'!" i<j >sf th (iirj (fun;; in it.] I'er- noui of Christ, in tho issvic of the allii 
a ips, Ob'' p.ing tie lit gi<>" n wo v -lent Seo K ip tel. cv \cn p 7 
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iJio rebukes the demon and expels him. 

05 Jesus said unto And Jcsus said iinto him. The question is !»rAT. 

concerning my power but concerning 
nre- possible to iiim the Strength or thy faith; for j/ thou, canst 
that beiie\eth. ]y and cheerfully believe, the deliverance will 
surely be effected, as all things of this kind 
\are\ possible to him that believeth. * 

Ami straisht- immediately the father of the child,2i> 

wav the father ot the u J .. 4.1 *^1 ... .1 • \ .u .. i 1 ^ 

(h.id oned out, and touched to the very heart to think that his dear 
v.iid with tears, Loid SOU might possibly lose the cure through the 
i hiduMc, help tiioii \yeakncss of his own faith, cried out aloud, and 
niiiHj un u 1 C . eyes, and ardour in liis 

countenance, Loi d, I do from my heart believe 
that thy power is uiiliinited ; yet such is my 
irailty, that when I look on this spectacle of mi- 
sery, my faith is ready to fail me again : helj) 
rne therefore against my unbelief, by mitigat- 
ing the circumstances of the trial, or coinhinni- 
catmg suitable strength to my soul.* 
ri\v lesuss.iw Then Jesus seeing that the crowd ran iogc- 
luri til. pi .pii r-.inio .jnj \vas continually increasing round them, 
i< i'"k?d''£ rebuked the unclean •ipirit which had posscssetl 
♦ ii.uil spir.t, sajjiiu the child, flur/ ^aid unto him, with an air of 
'mV superior power and divmc authority, Thou dumb 

i i!!ii rC Uus! "toiric deaf spirit, who has so maliciously depnv- 
oiu (it him, and cn- ed tliisyoutli of his speech and hearing, J stnet- 
t([riiu mo«MiiUihiin |y and command thee immediately to 

W ii. of him, and presume io enter into him 

no more, nor farther to disquiet him as Jong as 
he lives. 

*’ 1 , And ihc -ptiii And immediately, as soon as he had spoken >^6 
mifd and rcni iiiiii tlicsc words, [Mc cvil spivit] having cried out 

lurhimjaiVllcwab eamestucss, and throzvn him into 
us uiic’duud, in>o- violent disiiU'tions, came out of him i and the 
poor youth had been so miserably handled, that 
he fell into a swoon, and seemed as one dead, so 


*■ Jf thou {rt'iil hehi've, &!’.] Ai thf con- 
'iriiftion in the nngin.al ibsonietliing un- 
1 nininon, To n Kinnrn x^ifij/rrei, I cannot 
forbear ini'iitiou iii^abiiigiildi conucUm' 
which I hiii'ly had from the uioiilk of a 
\tiy aeciiiatc critic, c.ijccully in bibli- 
cal Icaroniff. He thinks, insK .id of Tj jt 
inifiht be fi, as some copies lead it, and 
then taking CTic-'V'T'^i to be tli'- iilipi latiM 
mood, woold lender and i>aiaphi<i^e it 

VVltll 111 llltf IIO,t>dtlOn litlT l., "Ulutthyl 

“ ih I, irt'an by saying 1/ iho'i cur.si re 
Icino^ to 1 'ujmudi 111 tliu sCiSf bcloro 
" ‘ < Uf\i vll Ihvi^t. uri’ /jiis i/)tr to him that 
“ sm tiiou to tiic liiinii.-ss of 

" lii\ l.iitli, and leavi tlio ic-^t ti» m- ' 


f Help mtf unbelief, &c ] Tt seems an 
income nieiicc inscpardblc fruiii this me- 
thod of pardpliiabing, 1 liat sonK‘ti.nes,(as 
m the present mstain«‘,) some lively and 
btronglv pointed sentences should lose 
something of their spiiitby it, yetkeep- 
u\% the original thus di-liiit t, mav m 
pm t remedy it; and, on tlie whole, many 
of Ihe^e evpiesbiunb aie bo full of 1111 m- 
leg, that the general Iaw« of infcip i’.>- 
ti'ui H'liuire iJiLif should lie mjhd'lci'. 
'Jo i.bscr\e the exact iihiI.imi hetc, is a 
fcJieity. vhu’ii 1 dm' iidi 'V I M'O 
obtaiCMl, tl-ough I ha \0 lal»o'’icd after 
It 




1 

IX i'J 


Ma'K 

1\. J5. 


12 This kind comes not out but hi/ praije?' and fasting. 

that many who \scx& present, said^ lie is iin- much that mam sjiq, 
tloitblcdly (juitc dead, and will revive no more, xvii,— T«*— j 
But Jesus, taking liold of him hi) the hand, lift- <>7 Un jf'iiiis tuck 
edhimup, and strengthened him, so that //f hi)7>i)y the hand, .jnd 
arose and stood on In-^ feet. yJnd when [he] arosf 
thus had perfectly restored and healed the child, hr hoahd thu^duJd, 
he took ffwd delivered him to hi^ father, who anfId■li^^lt■dhlIn a- 
reccived .him with an inexpressible mixture off5‘'',’f[ ) 

joy and amazement. And the vliitd uas w'tv/ cured from that u ry 
from that very hour, and these terrible s_yipp- hour j [MAr.xxjt. 
toms returned upon him no more. ** 1 

And they who beheld it were all astofijs/ied I 45 

at the miiihfy po-seer of God, l>v which this j). ‘dia- 
lustinuus miracle iiad been wrought. pmv.i of cod. 

And when he had I 'ft the muliitude, and zvas ^JAah i\. jh — 
come info the house, wheie he then resided, his '*“* 

’ .. I I I I C'liK. into ihr luuiM', 

disiiplcs, somewhat niortihed atthe leinilse th(*v j.istj... ,pi^ ,|, ^^nc e. 
iuul met witli III their lute attenijit, came to Jesiis 
Zihen he -vas alone, and asked him privaftlij, 
n hy loulil not use pretail so far a.s to cast out 
this (Ijiiioii, and npil him, since we have per- wil. t9 J 
formed man) cures which seemed equally dif- 
licuh ^ 

And Jems said unto them, It was because of _ 

tlic xe\i\J\\\(\cx of yourunbeliej , torvnilij I say AndJosns said unto 
unit) you, if you had but the least degree ol faith «« ‘ ausi. of 

in a I'.volj Vxercisc, though it com laralivcly n as * 
but us a gram of mustard sced,^ you might per- you, if \o iia\ftaith 
form the greatest wondeis, so as even to say to pram "f a>u«- 
Miy here in the neii»hbourbood, /I’c- 

movejrom this place to that, and if should ae- tain. lU'intne lu'iicr 
cordingly remove; and, in a word, nothing will »'iuo \ou.it‘r place, 
be impossible to you. But sls to the case that 
was lately before us, he farther unto them, imposMbk* unto you. 
This demon which possessed the child was one ‘Ji [he 

of a very obslinalc A'/wd, vyhich cannot be ^x- 
pclled SO rcailily as others; nor niust you ex- by n..thinf!i imt by 
pect to have power over such spirits as these, pmjer and tasting, 
to oliligc them to p[o forth by any oieans, unless 29-] 

you tlo by frotpieei prayer and Jasting intercede 
With God fur Ins more abundant co-operation ; 


>]at. 
3v 1. 20. 


21 


6 / itih fii fi sunn of (itord sml ] It that I'fi'ig, as our Loid e\pr«»ssc 3 it, one 

IS ^eiy trinnn; to si:p[ . c, that k- ic r> nf i/n* s'.intled amnn^ .'m/» Thus the rab- 

ri'fcicnct loti ufw f'i'k ;■# 1/, lin'''.iv ila ;; lobe (>t th«* earth Is hut as 

as an cmbli I. lit ,i ' 1; oo'. .11 5 i’ldv' n gr.iin ul iiiihstard-?! I'd, m ben uunparod 

lailti It IS .1, 1 .11 1.111 . p; ''ibtiics- tuli; tuc expanse of tin* SV 

aiH' ttiii ^ i!\. (briiilx ''nk li.Msiu . I'l )"■■ 



13 


RcJIcciions on the necessity of a lively faiik 

and by such c’xtraordhiary devotions etidcavour 
to prepare } our simls for his farther influences.*’ 


IVII’ROVCMKNT. 

Tar, Invidious opposriion which these scribes and Pharisees 
nir If to our Lord, and rlie id-natured jov they expressed in 
w* at they imagined would disgrace his (Itxciplef, appears ex-^ 
ctediiig odious; and it shew ^ us the fatal effects of ambition, 
pride, and avaPiCf, when tiicv possess the hc'nrts of those, who 
should Ix’ (a^ iiK'sc liy ihfT otficf wire,) teachers of others. 
Ssu'h cjuahiifs rfiidcir those in tlic nuniher of the most danger- 
ous cMinr,'. s ot mankf' i, who oug tt to he its most afFectionatc 
lends, and most u\ ful l)enrfa( tois. May the Iieht of the gos- 
pel break jn on then souU, and tc'rrn them to a better temper! 

'i’he soticitoiii concern of tins parent when lie ^aw hu^ child 
nndc’r sueh sad symptoms of dim'dei\ m.iy surely remind per- 
sons in that relation, of the seutniicnts witli winch they should 
\ ‘e\v I lose of (In ■! (hildrcn^ who are, in a sj:iriUia' scmisc, under 
the power of Swan, and of the nnportunity with which they 
shun id entreat, l iat the hand of Christ may be stretched out 
lor ilieir rescue 

A licely exM'i'ciso faith is greatly to be do'-ircxl in this and 
nil othiM* ajipiicat.ons of tins nuluic*. Jdiit alas, how often do w o 


'■ 7//i« kt III cn •h'lif ijd fii'li, by any ma is, 
i.n^i‘ <. bi/ fir/tyir wid to\toi< .] An insjf - 
ri/oio pii t s'lia.iii iti''[itioiK(l 6v tlic li 'irii 
<‘<l \ alnn oftlc 1 iqiiii v uUu iniiKj.ii.ui,, 
[) 4T Mihtoibl yt (V ' -■ y?i x«i 
I', wndld if'.ul :/ ir'ti h'f 

comtinV ta^tni', .ind nipjMii)* s n ictcisto 
t'lt 111 >•. ' ilv ‘<1 tn'(|ii«'nt and Ji ii.; cun- 
i.n KiJ .lb lull II. V, III «)idi.r tn ilu (.me 
of .•■K n ui ([1111 (lie dislornpd as lh»* 
l-hild 111 (jUSilirll ll.ld Mlbe't 1 l(», 

Uut as till I’l'iiH IS II n tmifi.lfd on iiuio 
I'onji'.’l'iiL, I'oiiiiaiv to all be rojius 
II III In. woi'lil, so f I I’liidt rhiiib i, 
ar .ill int. ral in ilsi'lf, oi jidtinriii to 
'!r o lasi'^n, J.ii ii sri-n-. nof at .ili to 
•mi I.md's ]), ip s.‘ 1 ) ik of till' u.i- 
tniji ini'tbods ril i-mr, m .wi i to tbo 
iipii'.th;.' di'tin rl \i)i. tlifv ronld not 
inirai’iiio'islv pi'ifoiin it - — Xoi ran .it>\ 
mst.nirt bf piod. ced to jiru^r Ib.s't, 
1hi‘ I'spiL Sion IS pio’.i'ibl'il tin .my th.iiij 
\piy dilbi I, It — I rould tin;ir(for( 'lO no 
leasoii to im’ilr fiom I'n; Ms'ial 'ntrr- 
jurratiou, vhiob I bi'Oiiif n in !' a pa- 
raph — As t'‘l iht* .IiU’ipU'! lOnil of 
(lu\M-'ti>in .ind I In (ipb\ 1 n't, ubn '«up- 

pO'i tbit ' 1 ;:ii!u's .e this 

kind ot bruins, Ih.iL i'., drni -i', :t si'frns 
■ luniT, sm . .lirajiisik’ 'vidtnU 


Iv did c,i t out many demons, whatrvci 
pernliar nnili^^nitv theiu mi^Iit bo in 
this and nllicis of Jils rank, ishicfi iiiiiilit 
make uutre mU‘n»« devotion ucressai \ 
to /'pin thfin — Sii Norton KuaU’bbulJ > 
‘cnsr IS pxtrriiK'ly fonxd, who iindrr- 
siar.ds It as if it had been said, This sort 
[of muaculons faithj nchdurei nut />it bi^ 
player aodjatti'i^. Kaphvlius has abun- 
dantly shewn bow iiiconcUisn o lliovoai.- 
thontics from Xenophon arr, l>v wlmh 
hr iiould justify so odd a version ot 
s'fK^tiy (Sec Raphel. Aunot. ov Xon. 
p. 4i— rf. ) And vine lin- vuids con- 
sirtrred as they sUnd in M.iilt, when' 
t'oTc IS iiothins: said of failh, it would 
be L isy to ppi reive our l.ord ac speak- 
ing f H kind of demons wlnrli they rcere 
iwf uble til I 'll . ' uiit !ind that some demon., 
.irc mine inaligiiarit than otlirrs, is most 
manifest from 3Iat. xii Rut often- 
tiiiK's an o.xpl'catien has tnen built upon 
the woids of one evangelist, and many 
Icdined leinnrks h.ave been made to (s- 
t.iliiisb it, which could nut 1>« applied 
vutliout great violence to suit fhr pn- 
i.dlel pl.ire m .another, dnd pi'srntlv 
has f.ilirii to the (;ronud upon compa;- 
mg thorn togctlicr. 


SFtT. 

XCI. 


Mark 
ix. 14* 


Mat, 

\v II. 

1 i-, l.S 
Luke 
i\. yit. 



14 He passes privately thmfgh Galilee with his disciples. 

srxT. find the remainders of a contrary principle;' In how many in- 
xcL stances docs that passionate exclamation of the father in this 
story suit us? Lord^ we believe ^ help thou our unbelief f JIow 
difficult is it, in the midst of so fmich pniit and weakness, of so 
much perplexity and unworthincss, to believe the jnomiscs'bf 
forgiveness and preservation, of grace anil glory ! Yet we may 
humbly liope, that He, who by his grace has wrought the di- 
vine principle in our souls, will maintain it there. Only let it 
be our concern to oppose those corruptions which would ener- 
vate and suppress it. Perhaps tliere are some of them which 
will not be driven out but by prayer andjastina, by deep hmnili- 
svn. ‘ii.ntion, and more than ordinary solemnity and intenseness of de- 
votion. But surely they have little regard to the peace and s(3- 
ciirity of their souls, who can allot only a few hasty moments to 
them, when they have whole hours and days to bestow, not on- 
ly on the labours, but even on the amusements of life. 


SKCT. XCII. 


The diicipL's are offended at the warning Christ gives them of 
his approaching sufferings, lie nutkes a vuraeulous provi- 
sion for paying the tribute woney. Mat. XVII. 2'2, to the, end. 
Mark IX. — Luke JX.— 43— 4 >. 


IX r- while every one ol the spectaiois u'<7v^Ni) hiuic Wicy 

iiwased at this stupendous miracle wrought w.miiutid 
on the chilli who had been soternhly |.ossess'cd, 

IX, TiO ^t'd at all ///c other extraordinary things which hu v f]< ivuted 
.lesus did, our Lord and his apostles left that * and lu'^scil 
place, and, settipg out on a further pnwres., 
they departed jrom thence, ;?<7.v.vrrf from that .mi ni.umhoiiM 
the mountain on which he had been transli- tnow </. [I.lhi ix. 


gured. through the rest of (i alike . and .lesus 
chose to do it as prival<‘Iy as he Ctnild; for he 
was desirous that no one might know \it,] lest 
lhe‘im),oriant conversation into which he then Twhilf* 

cntcrcil With his disciples should be interrupt- tii«iy abode m OaU- 
>lcd. Tor while iheij travelling and taught hi« 

conversing in Galilee, and csneciallv when ^aul 

they came to the places wber(3 they lodged, xvn. >3:.— Lou L\. 
Jesus taught his disciples^ more largely than he — i').] 


^ Inijhi h.s f/'sr/^)//'s ] Mark hf might have an opportunitv to talk 

a'S'lgu thih as tin ica-on why ho fU'Hired uvor tin'- subject .it l'u-"e . wbicli slnws 
his jiiurucy should be jmv.ito, t/; tiiat that tin oonlniuaact or abode in ti ililoe. 



Luke IX. 4‘i'. 

Jet )he&e '.fiviijgs 
‘luk flown into yonr 
(*ar» fdi the Sun of 
man shall hr drliver- 
Cd .iilo ihti liaiid'j of 
me-i I and tliev shall 
kill liMi, and attor 
that hr is killed, ho 
sh.ill rise the ihird 
•1a\ 1 [\’ark1\' — 

JI Mai'.XVH— ‘.'2, 


They are troubled to hear of his approaching 'US! 

had done before, what was to befal him. (Com- sect. 
pare Mat. xvi. 21; Mark viii. 31; Luke IX. 
22..V0I. I. IX Ixxxix. ^ 

And he said unto them, with great solemnity, ix. 44. 
Apply your ears attentively to these sayings,^* 
how disagreeable Soever they may be, and let 
them sink into your hearts; for the Son of man, 
instead of reigieng in that grarttleur which you 
expect, shall very shortly bi betrayed into the 
hamh of sinful we«,‘ and shall seem for a wdule 
to he cl helpless prey lo their rage; for they 
shall put him to death in a most cruel and infa- 
mous manner; but thev shall not finally tr-umph 
over him ; for afer he is thus shiny he shall rise 
from the dead on the third day, according to 
the intimations I have often given you. (See 
Vol. I. p. 144, 347, 4'iS.) 

Hut they were ;io stronijly prepossessed with4’5 
the expectation of a tem ;oial kingdom, that 
they understood not this soynigy plain as it was, 
and the sense of it uun hid from tbeniy so that 
they perceived it not ; fooli^-hly imagining it in- 
consistent with what the sacred oracles had de- 
clared 0 the glorious SUCCCS.S of the h’on of u .m, 
and the universal empire he was to esral)i’->h, 

(Dan. vii. 14.) And yet they were afraid to 
ask him what was the meaning of that m/ing, 
lest he should upbraid them as unti'acluible ; 
considering how lately he had given them tlwi 
like warning before, and how severely ho had 
rebuked Peter for endeavouring to dissuade 
him fiom it (^ Ixxxix;) ucveribelcss, they per- 
ceived that their Master foretold his own death; 
and were exceeding sorry that a person of. so ex- 
cclUmt and amiable a character, from whom 


Blit «n- 
Jii'i say- 
iiu' ;m( 1 It was hi<l 
fniiii ilnjrii, that tlu*v 
pu' enod It not .aiu] 
llipv fvaird to ask 
liiiiL of thru baying', 
(.a 'id we It ewcdinsi; 
ft..rrv J I M\i XVII. 
-21 MAi.KlX.y'2] 


riu'uijontd by M.itllipw, refeis to the 
short stay tlw'V made in iFie places 
wlicic they lodged, and indeed he 
could nut so con\cnicntly bpcak to all 
the twelve while they weie actually 

I* ipitl'i your cfirs lo thete 1 his 

seems to me a just translation of 
tiy,ng r« wrn i/MOf r f 
which lb literally, /W lAfse to i/cr/r 
mu. , a plirase which our hriguage will 
haidiv admit. It itiriiii.ilcs the prf.)pen 
^it\ tlji-y had to withdraw and turn away 


then e.iis from such declarations as he 
was now about to make 
« JiAalt sfuiUi/ i)e (ht'nyul, A'c 1 Mark 
has expressed it in ttie pieicnt tense, and 
says, Thf Son of mm n detucfcd, but no- 
tiiing is more common in tlie 'acred 
language than to speak of what bin uhl 
certainly and quick! v be, a$ if it was al- 
ready done. Compare John xii. .'31 xvji. 
4, 11, '24; Fph. 11. % ft, iieb. \ii. ‘J'J; 
and Rev xviii 4.— The cxpliealion of 

many other bciiptcrc-s depends on tim 
oh’ mu'* rcinai I-- 



I <5 He pays the tribute by a miracle at Capernaum, 


SILT. iIk'y had entertained such glorious cxpccta- 
XCI1. lions, should meet with so unworthy a roLiirn. 

yhid f>oon after this, he came witli his (lisciplrs 
xvii. 24 Capeymum : and when they were come to Ca- 
pernaum, the receivers and collectors of the sa- 
cred tribute,^ \^hich was gathered every year 
througli all their cities, came to Petci’y and said, 
Docs not your Master, who has the character 
of so religious a Teacher, pay the usual tribute 
ut the didrachma,*' or half- shekel, to the service 
-•^of ilu* ttMupIe * And he says, }'es, I know that 
he uses to pay it, and make no doubt hut he 
will do It now. yJnd when he came into the 
house, Jesus, who was there before, prevented 
him, before he could s.icak of tlie allair in ques- 
tion, and said to him, IVkat dost thou think, Si- 
mon, and what seems fit to thee on this occasion ^ 
Ojxvhom do the kin^s of the earth receive cus- 
tovi nr tribute ? of their oti'w sons or of stran- 
'ICy^ers'^ Peter says to him, Lord, it is evident 
they receive it only of stran/^ers. Jesus said 
to him Then the sons, by virtue of their 
father’s dispensation, are fret from the ohliga- 
iion: and, on the like pruicijile, 1 , as the Son 
of (fod, might plead an exemption here, espe- 
cially as 1 have not now the sum which is re- 
quired towards the maiutenaiice of the temple 
27 worship, ficteriheless, lest we should vlJtnd 
them, by giving an occasion to imagine that I put 
any slight on the temple, or lest others Irom luy 
example should in far diUlTcnt circumstances 
omit this contribution, I will not debate the inat- 
ler, but raiber work a miracle than fail in the 
pay ment. Go therefore to the sea, and when thou 
comest to the neighbouring shore, throw in a 
hook, and take the first jiJi that comes up, and 


Mat. XVII 04 
And [Iji' came t'<Ca* 
perii.imn and] u hen 
llicv v.ere lomr "to 
Caperii iiiin, tliey 
that i< iM'd Irihiitc 
moiu"/ < jmo Iw PeU r, 
and said, Doth not 
\oiirMastei paytii- 
hiite ^ [ Mapk IX’ — 
• 1 ^ I 

'iO Hi* haitli, Vi's-, 
And uhen lie A\as 
etnne mio the house, 
Je.sns piexentcdlntn, 
saymj;. What think- 
cst thou, Simon ■' ol 
whom do the Kin'fs 
of the earth take 
eiisloin Ol Inlinte ‘ 
of their own cliildrt n 
Ol of slraii^f IS ' 

2d Petti h uth nnt<» 
liiiu, Of t^tiantier* 
Jt'biis saith uiilo him. 
Then arc the elnl 
(Iren f'ri e. 


27 Notwitli'taini - 
am, lest we should 
olli'iid lliein, no Ihon 
to the sea, and ('jsi 
an liook, .mil t akr up 
the Jisii that liist 
i oraeth up. .ind w In n 


TfiP rullecf.'Ts of the sacred inbtifc.\ 
.losepliiishas e\prO!>!.ly asserted, tiiateai h 
of the Jews used s early to pay a do 
drachma or half-shekel, the p.ece of 
monej. here mentioned, to the scniiv 
of the temple* (sec losepli. Atitiq. lili 
Miii. cap. 9. [al. 12. J § 1 ) A enstom 
which probahlv took iti rise from the de- 
mand of tinit biiin lioin each of tht Ts- 
rielites, win iK-iCrth'-y were nnniber'’d; 
LmhI \\\. I ' And theiefore, with l>c- 
1 , (,.e.auL)oii, liainiiioiid, flrotius .nid 
oth r ((fiat ciitics, I dion'r to 
■ . 'I . tj'iit pilS'.i^' ri . i-'fiiiT'' to 


that, lather than to any civil tnv, ehiellv 
h( Cause 1 tlinik, notw.thsfandni^ uhat 
Salmadus s.t\s to thetontraiy, (ajfainst 
Milton, p. 2)‘i,) our (.ord’s argnnunt, 
ver. 2j, 2d, (MU ol hcrwis,fc haie no foicc. 
— ^"1 he reader will find an exeellciit note 
m Drotnis iieie, which leinlcis it unne- 
cessary to inlarge any failhep. 

* /Vicf 7hil 1 / vr rhaih'i fiw; ttip usual /n- 
biife. ^e 1 It seems then to h.i\o Infii a 
1 olnnUm thill?,, nlin b at. turn ratln i ili ui 
lir\. hid estalilislud In Neheim.ih s ii,i\s 
if was aeroiinti d so, and the si.m w-is 
t. '"Ti,- oinetliii’n low( !. Sk* Noh \ ’ 
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f 

I iioii hast opened his thm tuis^t Opened its mouthy thou skalt sectJ' 

njoutb, thou Shalt there //jrf a piece of sil\ter coin, called a staU i'y xcit. 
money. th!rtaitc, which it has jo^t swailowed /tfA'e //w/, 
and sive mfo them it to them that coHect the tribute, both for 
iVr nr and thee kuiuvest it will aiiswcr th'eir 

demands for both. Accordingly Peter went, and 
liaving caught a fish, he found the money in its 
raoutli, and presently returned and paid it ac- 
cording to his Lord’s command. 


IMPROVKMENT. 

How slow and untractablc were the minds of the apostles, Mark 
wild undintond not these plain things, wlien thus inculcated a- 
gam and again ! Put, on the other band, how much integrity 
doc'. It shew in the historian, to record what seemed so little 
to tlie honour of himself and his brethren ! In this respect, and 
many others, surely credit rises to the gospel, even by occasion 
of the injinnitics of those to whom it was committed, and out of 
u'cahucss they are wade strong. — ^The lenity of our blessed Lord 
w.is truly admirable, that he should brar such stupidity in his 
dzw iplts with so much gentleness and patience, and should, with l «Ve 
so much (Mriiestness, go on to retiexo his instructions to them. 

Lot us, however, learn to he upon our guard against the preju- 
d:(•l•^ of woildly interest, since, as we see, they may take such 
strong hold of minds, in the main upright and pious'. And there- 
lore let us earivstlv jiray, that God would give us a greater re- 
lish for sjjinUKu and eternal blessings. 
y It eamiot surcl\ become us, to seek the grandeur and riches M.w. 

' of tins world, when our blessed Master was so poor, that he could x'u. 27 
not pay thH little tribute^ without having recourse to a miraiic. 

\ et this he elioose^, rather than to give offence by a refusal, bow 
justly soever he might have pleaded an v.remption from it. 
us leain liom Ikmicc that meekness ofwisdoWy which will leach 
u> lo seek ihe iiiteiest of others rather than our own; and to 


f // \litlo), \vlii(h It has Mist 'walloH'- 
• <1 I 'J’hu »,'«/(.; was (as .ipprarb iii part 
fu»tn tills text,) a piece A emu, in >alue 
zbfu\t L<:n hafl ihehls, ni, dCeordnig: to 
l»r I’ndcaiis, near '-ki/ii/i^s of our 
money, thonjjh most eriucs reckon the 
b'lt alxHit // iff 11 (See Hrii- 

Sills oil till', ' erse ajul ih«* iJ-itli .' — 1 see 
no lO.iMii, with ^iehmidr.is, to siippo'ie 
this piece of money was created on tins 
iictihion ' l)i't si‘fi|>osiiif?, .1'- m the para- 
plii.ist, that the iish had at cidenially 
si\.illi)Mt‘d It (]>crhiips as il ' ds falling 
iiilu the vatci, neai soirn* utlioi piey), I 
i i-’i' I foilu'.ir iriiijikiinr how illu tri 
« ii«. .1 knowledge jikI power 

c 1 I Hill discrjM ri.d III thecae hrfuic 
\(tl 1' f; 


us ; knowledge, in penetrating into the 
bowels ut this amiiid., though m thc^a ; 
and pow( r, m din'\;tii)if this particnlar 
fish to Pi ter’s Imuks Lhuugli he himselt 
wjs at a (lisidiice llaidly any ctrc-iiin- 
stdiioc can he imagined more lit to «n- 
comage litm and hfs brethren -n a Urm 
dependence on Divine i^roMdencc. .\nd 
It IS xery natural to reject Iww easily 
Cliiist could if he bad been lit, hate 
drawn up iniincnse tiea^ures b\ this 
xtiv method freiilthe heart of the sea: 
but be intended that his H>rvan < ^l]ould 
be enne’-ed and a.Ionipd m a in 'Ch no- 
bier manner, tl.jii with pearls and lostlv 
air.iy. 




. consider how >ve may edify others by the abundance of our good 
vjfvorks, rather than how we may excuse ourselves in the omission 
“^pf any. That extent of knowledge and power which our Lord 
iiisplayed on this occ^on, can never be at a loss for means to 
’Tcp|y,' whatever^ we may t^ms sacrifice for his sake. 

&E€T. XCIH. 

Christ reproves his apostles for their contention who should he 
greatest ; and recommends to them humilil y and mortifivation 
Mark IX.— 33-51— 42— /a the end. Mat. XVIll. i 
Luke 1:6 — 

. ' I : ‘ ■ 

^^CT. jyow when Peter was returned frojm the sea- ^nd bctij^' 111 tlio 
^ Mde, and had paid the tribute money w’lth i^ouse, be aaod 
^ which the 6sh bad supplied him,* our Lord. 
p. 33 ‘rom a late^ occurrence which be had observed mong vomseivch by 
among his disciples^ took occasion to recoin - '*‘^y ? 
mend' humility to them.^i aiid being in the house 
with his apostles, that he might naturally intro- 
duce the discourse he intended, he asked them^ 

Jbout what were you disputing with each other 
ofi the wigy id. so eager a maijner, that 1 could 
not forbear takipg, particular notice oF it I 
’34 But, instead, of answering him directly, they .. '" ‘‘i 

^ , , , o -^1 Ibfii pca't !.'I liy 

were confounded with the question, and con- tiu* wfi> [ih. i. , 1 ...... 

tinued silent f be^pg ashamed to confess the a n^asni i nn.i.n; 
truth i for as they virjere .travelling on the way, a 
controversy arose among (h€9n, [and] they had i'l in. h 

' warmly debated the matter one with another, of tiu-m ^bo 'i«i by 
which' of them should be the greatest man in that ‘ 1 ^ 

temper^ monstrchy, which they assured them- ' ’ 
selves that Jesus, as the expected Messiah, 

WQpId erect, whatever sufPerings might lie in 
the^jMssage to it. 

35 Jm fesus perceiving, notwithstanding their si- 35 And [Jesus per- 
thought oj //^ambitious oMiiX VLrt,T S 

^.^^.^od^flbserving the same carrmity and emiliation down, and called the 
" itch Be still wbrkil^ there, he ifus satdown , ' 


* Whea^Peter In makes the parapbr^fiei^n the first verse 

order to remind those wbo SQwy hear of e section sometimes miuii longer tlian 
these sections read lu a family;^* of the i shhuid other u isc tuik^e chosen yet I hope 
connection of them, 1 have generally in- ^it may be attended^^^lh advantage sufti- 
troduced injgih, with .a brief hint at the cient te balance that inoonvenience. 
Eiibjeet of the former j which, though it 




chriil Mhiig 

+wpive, and Faith nn- cdM all the ttctlve him,^ mi 

g;^ seriousness apd ^rnestn^, 
sartiu shall be last of humility tha^fsy^0^a/> honour m 

all, md sonant oF kingdom j and,'. tHeiwwe^'tfwv one 
all. [Ukh IX. 47.] there, let ki0f'\^am the offices of ^ 
descending frfentfsfi^^o his bretWn, be as t 
^ ■ Idsfof/ifi^andih'emvtj^ofl^* ■ ' 

^iAi xvn. 1 Now tff Mf- /iW^/;wicn' M<? Mat.r„j 

.'ipjcs called, they and find- \ 

ij n^, ing tliJit he Wirevr riiO subj^t of fheir late de- 
iiu- frrMtcFt bate, bonio of them at length took thi. liberty 
; *’* or5a7/i’/7^J%ord,.<J^ide tlHs qaestiOih&ki.tell 

us plainly, whe fi’^lhte^ed' to he the^^^esi^ 
in the kingdom (f heaven^ Kud to whe|n'''wtle 
thou commit tho chief management p.f affairs' 
in it? \ ^ ., . 

7 Ami .resile caii< ii /fnd, whcilM Bad ausWeriKl the inquiry in 2 

h,m,'!n';dit;!ok'i^il f'le mamuT rellitiia abbye^ Jis^, )n#der to 


At the ‘i.Tiu* 

' . 11 ).,' Mi'j dis-.'ipJo& 

'(“■n'is, pa\ 


lie 'll lui'o tht'v lodged i. Foo/fe‘df»d set him him- in the 
' I L^; of them ; and taking him hji^ and embrac- 

■'s 1 


Mio him in his gracious ar/n^, j;n';|^keii of his 


„, I's ipi ’(‘V.’ lelulci- regard, he sdul unto assitredlj/"^ 

■uA -It- f! , !.(' f/<', \,)r if }() you as a most solemn and important 


ipllK 


mportant 

’.'ii'n'lj tiijth. That be com^^ed and tnnicd 

iriii. •!. K'mI- >’roin those ambitious and cornif views, and be-' 

. 1 1 .{ IV aM-ri. Lovie like little childrmw h^^ and.nieek- 
ness, in a candid iteachhhlb;t^3pjpi|fp, and an indif;;- 
ft rence to tho greai fhln^tof 4he present life, 
(Psal; oxxxi. I, ’^)yo^ wiff be sofarjVoni hav-, 
iiig any distinguished t^nk among my suhjecKy 
that ye shalf no means so much'as 'eTtfe,p'ts.t 
all into the kingddPi of heaven} or be cntftli^ 
4 wiio.ocvertheiftt- to any of its final blessings. Whoever 

•i C'aUeitaU ike ^thr about him,’] It Mi*^w fexpresiily' fi-xes nlw > 

iti natujtRl tb snpppfite, tliat 7a.<tr/o« pIfiYsons this.stSry, apd l]^( irb}«ti^p^;' ^ 

travcllibg bigothen'^ foot wdl!l]d y^¥j^ eluded hii^xldi^ cb4||>t<}||^\ But (Jarid's'^^ 
tlu'instiU-fv iiito two or ’bree little VoJlisF Meetes to- ll^lne 'C(». ^beii hfe siipy. 
panics, while sorte^f them, no doubt, ' pbi^s, tbdl^hr^i hp' inf Uriw niipaei*- 
would he attxmdin^'Oriat,’ and 'disoours' imsly prdy^elKWr p^njt ^PStftr’# tfi- 
ing with him*, buf'oolf f bfd } icjged' iT bufe with l^h^hffjSlw#umb'rdg^ to rhd 
proper, as he W'as no^jn the house, 'ihftf 'teSt'''yot|»il|lVrria.id<^titrn server the 

all M-ki* •'H.pKfi iihAUld*^'AWlr thic ‘ 


all the ruche sh6Uid*'fi^ this odmortf- ‘’'cJmtcBrbf'^^^c as ah tti^umeW Fur the 
tioii, thoug<h they 'might not all haVe s^pretnuej' of'- iboPdpe y nor B* it^iFots- 
been engaged in the di piite which qc- dei^ul,t|Biftf*^'s<> * Wwie tboy 
c.isioneU It. shoukt'^teli at $ueh asbadpw. - : 

'' fit Oil' same time.] By 



50 He shews the dm^ (jfoffendbig of his little om. 

VttLT. shall himbU hwmlf even as this little ehild^ shall bambk 
and art with such candour, sinryjl'crty, and mo- 8amt^\a 

. ^Sf^ desty, as you see ?n him, //e is the peison that greaust mthe kmg- 
Jiereaiter will be regarded the gveetest m the <*om of heaven 
/ kingdom of heaven^ and will stand high in its 
5 final Rories. cordially shMm- ^ 

teitain this child \pr\ saaR discover nn aifec- soc\er sbiii receive 
ttonate regard to hey one of such little children, tina child j \or one 
m my- name, and to my w one whom I »; J'J,'*; 

love, and rpcoraipend to ms cane, eHtertainetti re(Mvcth me, tm«i 
me, for I shall take the kindness as done to my- whosoever shall n- 
sclf; o/idl would have yCHt to retm^her, that ^ 

16 sball not terminate e(Sen fllire, hut (as I have stntm^] [Ivke,! r 
formeiiy told you, Mat. x. Vol. 1 p, 421 ) he that Is least ■» 
tvhoever thus shall ente7tain and shew a regard u 
to ?ne, entertains not me alone, but him that ix Luki 
sent mef e^ini fiiy heavenly who is ho- ix 48 ] 

nomed or alTrentedas I am resphcted or slight- 
ed. And this regard to the meanest of my ser- 
^ ants, I must urge uimp you, as of the utmost 
importance ;yhr (as I just no^ toM \ ou^} he that 
by such a condescension is aa the least among 
ijlou all. He shall be cmidently great in my es- 
teem, and he distingut^lmd peculiar marks 
6 of the di\ii|e ^vour. whoever shgll deli* 6 But [whosoc\cri 
herately dor any thing to offend, and to Ajcasion 
the fall of one of these lUtle ones who believe in bc\ilv<. umt' 
mef or of any^dlacudc of mine, though be may It were bctUrfji him 
seem as weak as tfea infant, will expose him- ^^at a tniii..toiir 
wlf thereby ttrwqh efi«t Sttd punishment, that h,ne<,kTn'd (L°hi 
It Were better fbr him he should undergo the ^cre least mto the 
most certain and tembk destruction one can drowned m 
imaguie, even that a huge mill-ston^^ 
be hinged about kis neck, and he skouM thus be ' 
i&jfown headlong into the seajt [mdl there be 
dt^awhed m the depth of it. 

f, -< t 

^$oknaiu not me alone, hit try, bad example, or otherwise perveit 

V heroChnstwaomtiemti^by them from the way of Uutb and gneOr 

fi^aech of j(oili|i, salated MsA it 3S— OM, w<Daid fall undbr the weigUof this 
41 , which IS pan^liKaiied dAdexpIt^sed tsk^ble sentence 
hehtw, in ^ xc«J. where I bwaccotmt- * f d huge mtistMa} So I render /ijUt, 
cd in note * f«mcii^%e)m. owwf, which (as ErSmus, Gratius, Ra- 

• ShaU^*td imi^tfeseit^aius-, dec ] 66*lius, and^ many otherb observe- } pro- 
r« offendsL persob senerallrlaltllAes, (ae paily sigmBe^ a wUtUne too large to be 
was obsqned before, Vol L 2^1, nob» (nroed, es some vere, by the hand and 
«,) kfingpjtttnblmz hlxk n» Au uay j to lei^mrmg the force of wisaN to mo\ e it , 
that any dbo should by a iKiSdslOiiS hfh as it seems those animals were generally 
lead otlters to fbmk dl of the ChhsUan used by the Jews on this ociasion, See 
profession in general, or shoutd by perse- Riqpbel Adttot ex Xen p 46 
V It iiiliscouia c the weak, orby lophis- % Throws headlong v to the sea \ Ci 



7 Woe unto the Wo untQ the 
needs be..th.t of- ^ 


fences come; but sideriiig'|ii^'«.^i>mi 

«.n«tiu tfeef .aft .»M!IW«!#< 

, ', wce^Mi^.^c ai^t^ 

. iitf l oiMiweU'sBy, 

ric4% art^tjiQ^j^or.i 




ti from thee: it is severesi m'i^iil||c^atlm> thdni^*itt<i^^ 
betterfortbee tocn. ftjJ iM&aliMS. and 


la^s a lit^blihjr.ypifih makes 

WteadlCi&sA^ry/^j^ej^niijj 

if ^ TM/im,^JZ^ t^4. tidiich r 


?/ from thee : it is Sfivereitf 
better for thee tocn* ftjj i^&aiious, 

cd. rather than’Cav- tO yn^r ^Waruin: 


cd, rather than hav- ^ 

uig two hands, [to go seromn pp VJeflJOUO^Apee 

into hell, into the q' 

tire that never shell ♦*' ./• ^ 

bcqucnchedOlMAKK f "J A 

ix. 43.] be MjlMaps%f leaSiBiih 


£i3b;VohL 


HsftK JX. 44. 
VVTiere their worm 
dielh not, and the 


that is;if 

any uatq'&e as a^ ia^tband should 

be Wapm jes^i^lbee ^ sin, rather 
than i^fge it, ^Jgi^iftdc^Wl/r'om tkee^ 
whatmr pain or wformity, oirMj|6r detriment 
mighijbllow from sucK a lo^l^w 2 V tjt much 
heU^Jer ihe^Jo enter maimed «Wu‘rftOrnal life, , 
than paving ttfio 'ha^i W tfown fw/o the pri- ' > 
sou; 'of hellf e^knMiK0ii^> ifihich skUl never 


w. beeivtingmhedi mi^j^'^j^ f^ Wark^ 

the braiding cops|tfenfJesjj| A dieth 

n(?^ltb%.witbun^i|irabte,ariguisli,^^^ goatvs | 


-.aubouand Eisner, (Observ. V 9 I. I. p. ndiathe had thdn aald: (see Vdl l.^p. 
S5.) not to mcDtioa others, have shewn 9^51, note tidatlderMt 

at large, that drowning in the tea was a poittaDce pf 

punishment frequently used among the nmny pf biahearers wcke’^i^l^i^re* ^ 
ancients, and that the penons copdeino* . eeive and Mtpip t|i^, it was^^oahV? 
ed had sometiipes heavy stqt^s tied iw^ce ofJ^,.bQtB|^|iyi^ Stra^sdPj^Di^', 
about , their necka or were.i^M Op, in ih ' 

fleets of lead. It seems tpiiavc'gi|^D wlpch hideed he^ 

into a proverb for*dree^ul and iii^b> an allpi^ heiwwn^lkifi.'' (eooiy 
able ruiin. vf ' . pire jptt.,17;) 

» ds I told you. » .my setoou joq>^e put the' bS^ ju«t;and 

mount.] It wiU, I hPpe,^^ obsfif^^ propetJlipImnf:' WiA itii'obserra^^^^ 
that Matthew, . mope so loj^jr, that sdi^^f tfie anciftts expressed ^he 

recorded that sefm'oO, give's ua ueftid san^tho^ht by'sayW, Wt ^'parr 
this passageof iion the present occft^Op;; 

whi(^ IS one proof amoapmauy nw dlid'Jii^ce tment ; 

that our Lord did not tiuij^at by iamu'ngr (l>y « <»uph fli^er Man, 

er unnecessary, sometimUs to li^pbat. uho fi!K^rtfl if, uriderhoodj 


i u.fmt ^4m^e iliUn U^ suf^rthem to offend us. 

.-‘upon the heart; tfnrf where the fire of divine fij® » "ot qucmh- 
WTath, which shah penetrate into the very soul >, , 

"of the sinner, w no{^ and sbah^t>ot h^^mched 
^ tlirouj];hout ail the ages o^ifitarfdty. 

AyA again, if thy hot offifid thee^ cut it 'bf And if ihv fiiut 

4 ^witli,as much r^fesofniion as tbho’wotildest 
' with; a t>angrened metnher^fcr the pr^rvation to enter halt mto lift-, 
of thy life ; for sSi|tt€!ihi|J^*yct nwre important tiiao haviug two feet 
h«re'concemed'|Md'^ lMtf^ to 

enter lame vita the^legicms eilftnial life and shall beqiiPiK it- 

blessedneSs, though tlW,^ag|: ever to continue [Mat. x\ in.-- 

80 )*^ thaih-kttvmg^two/^ toMmi hu ^'3 

for- SIm' J 

;nm^g worm( dtemm^ am^mre 4he fie- 1$ umj Hra is notquencii- 
fidi qilenchedy nior.ti^^>violenee‘of its^heat abiit^ «<}• 
ed tiirough alj jhe ages of eternUy. 

47 - Jni, neces^ry f J>;™; 

an adnioi^Mjjioft h Uwrd titT%,iJ^ tiwie eye #^wf/piuckitout, [and cast 
iheCi or vi^illd Msthe mei^m^fiead- ii from thee:] it is 

ing thee irilo rather with thine own ttr kiu"* 

haiids to (earntfi^t oflls soclret/a/d/ n caet it InSu 

/may from thee'ti» an alihojjfh^v^bJDijpivthan^ by i.te,] wuh on. i\t, 
complying with the temptation, ^Q'bazar|l^ thy 
far more precious Soul for //iVtot fqr 

jhee toenterfidto the into 

everlasting Ife and blessedness, ai/A but cye^ ' 

t ; 

their o^¥i|.v/^4)uj;jU''>h«vld lira thfir 
iiTTmt-it/, and.^ey shmild^jiq unable to 
disarm it hy those artij^iras ,^ioh had, 

]7revaflcdlii the 
jfiist Auini.'lib. i. 

Antonin, lib. 1,111. 

edition of tbi:) work I bai e met witH an 
espUcation o)rth<»se W(ti ds in Wyiavr’i 

(iCeptesentatiun of Hevealed Helifripu; p. 
so i)€w to mo, apd at the same Ufne 
- "-^ iVidtrable, t‘ f epqld uqt furbf^v' 

;i1,. nesiipp^l^, IhatbptH 
1 ai« meant' Afx^. 

.0 ittra ways 

pgiig^ tile* auQiepUj ^nwriaimt. 

^ ,, 

the peni&a'itebt^U' 

Jic|I, «ri-iB*ffrom ' 
rtf tliSc! bAdy j asi4fH_ 

body 'wrrt^^thl.. 

7 jpf^tdeut, but niir ik'; iiioapa 
“ sdmptio^r dissol.ilion. Tiil 
“.I I may ^ 

‘ whole, Ij^die flir 



^ mniti iUj-'yco»strmti igandbe ’ 


4ttinp;iii«^ed ■ for want ot fuel l!ui 
rA<^;e shall be pe^rpetual fvcfl tor Ifit 
'* that corrodgs it, perjieinal fuvl tor .',, 1 ' 
‘*.AVe that toi-tncnts It.” 'Ihe woids ot 
tJie ApucrjkpJial writer a’)o\r i.oi iit.oucfl, 
Jpdnh xv'i. 1,7. greatly illiis(r.i‘t‘ this in- 
Iterpietatyoiy where it is Kaid, The luul 
venfivutiLC ua 1 he w it ki'd 
of jutlffUmil, pnUinff fi>e ant 
teo/ibt htu ihvtt fleiht Aftd Uietf ikttll Jtc' 
^hm, bW tvtepjor r»|p/, 

k'rbdngh thou »ast,f,vcr to continue 
aA.] H ctirtain, ndjduui will mie, inh 
tife bult, viMimed, 01 as tlie hoilii-. 

if the ^ints will be restpied in iht griMt- 
wy.perf^J^on. I indeed, that, 

'mh^iatitudc m die expp'ssion lu- 
^y be Haid to euii't dr muuuetl, into 
whose f;pii it paaWh'oni a dsiw./., 
ihUi.thc recoils of. the biin- 
' jjut It 4 eemS t> uit', that the pro- 
of Ihft‘p^hi-!^IW^^0--Lc\aitly pro- 
tcrV|d, by taking; itas in, the p-naphuiNO, 
and ^le spirit of the thought is gi.'aUy 
morraaed hy^^tb.il iatcij>ietation. 



O femes shall ^ 

jratheri tiian having even though the dtter vere‘i0tit^^W restored 

to ®* ttetoaii^tion.'but ttobtemialf weretfr^ 

xvni. 9 .] tinue 

body in the sreatjest 
' iwrfectioh, where 

ail be fi^U ^^li^tterahle being ^ter- i, ' 

4% Where thei^ inented%ith%vef#stbte^tf.^'ln that dreadfcit43 /' 

SiVI'mCS*. <“ * *'»7 ii 

(j. told voa,agam'tte(ftB™i4JJ^>*“«?o/‘>»aitfm?w^^ 

and the nor abated,^ but 

preys per petnalirbia: the miserable/ that 
49 For everv one 10 eoM^^ed td%.i’> Far a& the dj^hj^nt on^ 
shall be Miteri with ^ altar i%#i&nse- 

r't.rb7S pf' 

with salt. 'fiercelyi so ev^ oite of those uhhlmy crea- 

tures, tfe viedflia of divine.jiiistice^>jjiiwfe 
it were) ^!!^f ^cing 

consutne(Km^,,«1lffl, in thd^^f^l^eclfabodes, 
eomihue immdrtaf#t^thi^t|!liw 
whereas every acClp^^Wf^i^yA«0jtf ‘Sttz-. 
s(m€d pith anothet'Kiftd vi^ven %at of 

divinO'grasse, whicfc^jiunfies tfej and pre. 
serva-j it fro^m corro^don. ^ 

In alhisitVO to ti^a^^Ou, my ipcipics, may re- 
meotbCf, I hav^^0tttr«% calj^ou the salt of 

^Smll he mllcd ’j-ith Jire,'] Grotins, it wonUl impair Ib^i^wcc of Hie sentence, 
Spariliciiii, Gatakcr, Le Clnrc, and Dr. leading to an idea, tlie ylsry contrary to 
Mill, hove abundantly oncK^Ored tUd'fa- wbat Cbnl^had auggc^Aw abore, no hw/ 
vounte critiqsm of Scalier, by which >thaa iiiraei, ' ' ■ 

he w ould here icad vr^pi^ instead ofvrvfi^ "£0^ iUmfice thatt h* IfgusoMd With 
that It miglit be rendered, f.venjoifemg . ^.i -mijyinn known, ttiaV^e Mosaic 
mmh- IniJiir ihuH he ^edted^-^he learnedT {^tv nmttirra this. See Dev, ii. ' 
and laboiious VV'^ulftus has propose^ a Heii^tis' tMnks, that ns mi cbWsctJt 
multitude ot luteipretatwns on this text, and binds, it ' wa^ Iberrfbre used as an 
He and Mojis. L'Enfiitit think' it refers -emllem oj friendship, which ]U supjj^es 
to the fiery trial through which Chris- oor Lprd afterwaids to rrfer to jT'ahd 
tians must expect to pass i butthis neither that it was the foundation i^vtb^guft' 

»ecins a natural sense of the phrase it- hy which a 

self, nor does it so well suit the context, ' g cmenant (f'^sdU , I 

l>v which it should ^eeIn to be a reason should rather think it 
why the infernal fie ts never guen^ked. L ^qdutaiiiCe of decedey, tba^^^i^t ot, 
know It may be answered, that it ts tabl^ should he saltc^inn^^^X 

however a reason wbjr<;ttLtt disciples thaii^ if it bad^jany 

xhonld practise Uip mortification ^uir- m'eaningi it waa wTeconitpepd to uih 
«d abo\ e ; but it seems desirable, 'i^i^ wprsMpper M in^ir&t seasoned 
jK-an be done^o interpret thepartfcles with savoi#8$etiiiiStt wWMSdmn and 
in their most usual senssi' though some- piety .HS^N^rs aiait ‘ elsewhere , rcprc- 
times It is iiecbssary (sl|i-we h^Ve'^te- sent^tt the vicUips of divine pistioe ; 
where observed, Vol. I. pate 883;?*^i0 (l8a:^iv. 6j Jcr, xii, 3; iflvi. 10; 
to recede from it.— To suppo*^ as E*ek. xxi. 9, 10; and xxxSti, W‘.) And 
J)r. Clarke and some others do, that here gci«ku^{as in |he end gjf'thJs verse,) 

IS a reference to the ihe in' another view', .with 

Hebrew word n^DDwhichslgnDf'nbither <>otiBCcratiM to God; u'i 

M he united ov consumed^ seems very tm- ^i^NiiejttBble sacrifices. Som. mi. 1; xi., 
wnnantable ; since aXi(7%o-d«i< has Qo/ Compare i Pet. it. X 
''■"'t. ambiguity; not to say howmil^/ 







24, Rejectim tki ■ 

SECT, the earth; (Mflt. v. 13. Vol. 1- p. 212.) and, as “i.*'!''‘* ' 

salt w a very good thing, 90 will yqi?, if y ou ao- his saituchs. 

that character’, be inebifijiniabUs bl^^iugs to wherewith will 
the world, by purifying ^d preserving k from -.on Hat. 
corruption, and diffusing |be ^vottr of that ha^.g^p^acc one 
knowledge and grace wUh which' you are aea- with anotbei. 
soned : out, as f,ad<)c<^ if 
grown insipid, with will you season it ? or 
what can restore y if you .corrupted , wh 0 

should be the in^in^ of curij^ X)r restoring 
others ? See to it, therefore, that you have this 
„ excellent salt in yourselves ; as onp^ instance 
of itj^'be careful tu,,^^ai>ji peace with each 
other, and do not ^yie way t0 those very unbe- 
coming disputes and omulai^ns which have 
been thejopcasiop eff my present discourse. 


IMPROVBMfeNT. 

Mat. How deeply is prtide rooteid in the heart of fallen man ; wlini 
^ neither the daily instructions, nor edifying example of the hum- 
,ble Jesus could prevent it from appearing, even among tho a- 
postles themselves, m so mea^i and unworthy a manner! Still 
did worldly interest and grandeur $0 intoxicate their minds, ibut 
they seemed even agqmft hope to have hoped for it, and to have 
.found out a strange kind of method of grafting these expecta- 
tions, even on the very cross of Christ, which was intended to 
destroy'them, 

Mark flow edifying and affecting are these lessons, which tlv? meek 
ix. 36 \Qvi\^^Eedfei7ier gave us,, with this little child in his arm.s, 
whose example we are 1?equired to copy ! Lord, give us of thy 
regcmratvt\g grqce, flilat we may do it ; that we may be con- 
xvjii^ 3 and become as little children, free from avai ice and am- 

bition, malice and prejudice ! How ipelancholy is it to think, 
that mailt , who have by their office been employed to reail and 
explain this lesson to others, and who have not been children 
in ttiiderstqnding, seem to have learnt so little of it themselves, 
as It had never been at all intended for that order of men, 
to wb%n indeed it was immediately addressed! If there bn 
any aiihh yet remaining in the Christian ministry, let them 
seriously weigh the moe lienouncpd on that man by whom 
it/ie offence comet h. the infinite mercies of God he ex- 
tended to all protesahig Christians who give themselves up to 
worldly pursuits and project*;; and especially to those who 
inajcc the church of Christ only a kind of poich to the temple of 
maxhonon, and the sacred office itself meady a convenient vehi- 
cle fof swallowing down riches aqd bonemrs! May divine 
grace dpliycr ib from Ji^dch fatal fibres, and form us to that 



Chrkt lijiil not 

sdf’dtnial and mortificfition^ witbQ|l)^ vhich we cannot be the sect. 
true disciples of Christ ; but J after having pierced ourselves 
through with many Mnnecessar/ liere, ^ali plunge Qur- 
selves deep into, eternal p^'di.tibbb’i 
‘May these repeated and di^adlw{pJ:e|^r^6^ions of fufurti Mark 
7rtiV;ry, which we hate now:l/j^j*%a4ih^,, iipp^ess our souls »« ' 
j becoming manner!. BUssai^ fr^sl fjbcm bti'hg^ tidings; 
yet which of the prophet under m ii^h^j^pensation ever 
represented the terrors of the a jight as that in 

which thou hast placed them I n^ of l;fiy ^linisters be 
al l aid to imitate thee herein^, nor iei imV of thy fdlotpsrs pre- 
sume to censure them for id ^ May ali be eliectually warned 
to flee from the wrath tO' tome t and, * »s ^‘‘^uld not either 
day be salted with fire, may'our hearts no^ fi^'hasoned 
grace ! and may we, by a modest afid peaceful, a benevolent and 50 
list- ful life, be daily bearing a teatlmpny to it, and^ as the salt of 
the earth, may we be labouring tp cUre the growing corruption 
of the world about us ! ‘ 


SECT. XCIV. 

Vue Lord farther enforces condescension md humility, and gives 
rules for the accommodcUion of disputes and i^ences among 
Christians, Mat, xyill. lO — 20. 

MtT. XVIII. 10. ' 

'JMKK htt d that ye JTAliTHER to promote the humility and mo- stcT. 

desi#i»e not one deration of his discipli^, pur Lord proceeded xt iv. 
io,TL“y‘lnto”‘>“.i ‘•’e discourse which he Wn> in the tor- 
That III heaven thoir nier section,) With the JlUfe Child III biS arms, XVIII. 
.iii!?eib do always be- and said, Take speicial heed that you despise not 10 

iSer'' ' 

lie a\ en. contempt on the weakest and meanest of my 

servants, nor slight even the soul of a child 
Isay unloyou, that their attendant angels% 
in heaven, do incessantly behold the face 
heavenly Father;*' and if the highest courtiers,., 

* Thar attendant an^eU while in kee- sequently that dHTcrent anj^ck arc at 
len, &c. ] The fathers looked on this as an • dilkreiit t^es , ^ployed }ti thb kind 
arjtuinciit that each good mfli has bis ofiice. If it )^e'i|Dce^ntly',phifonncd. 
p:)i ticiilar guantan angei • (see Suicer. The general :§^ase^8 pilaitt4tha^ the bigh-^ 
Thesaur. Vol I. p. 13.) ,&nd Oriptius also est apgel^'d)? not di.idam, on proper oo< 

■scern^ to allow tlic force of \ appre-<^ casipns, to' ^rtorm services of protec- 
heiul this pa.s 6 age rather lutiinatea, that tion apd faendship for the meanest 
the angels, vvho sometimes attend tte Cheistiap j tipt^ 4 U St. f^anJ says th^'y arc 
little liar spoken of, at othgr time<» stap'd alt n^Ukr^g mrat ^ent Jurth to minuter 
111 Cod's immediate presence ; and con* totkr hetrs qf salvatm: (Hvb. i. U ) I sav , 



28 Nitr will the Fdlh'er isrifer dire of them to perish. 


'^Gcr. in the wot Id above do not disdain, on proper 
«nv. o^■c■a^lons, to rnimster unto ther/i, much less 
've disdain it. ■E9nec*'‘^1ly Vhen you 
consider '.i Hv much glPeater 


■'Mat. 

XVIII. 


1 1 For the Son of 
man is come to save 
was, io^^. 


liuescension you have cdntiitually before you, 
that it is posMble even the ..should give; 

for the S'fif of man hihEl^iP tldtt '^rear and il- 
lustrious P-’iNonige,‘ caiHi not, as nlliny have 
iuiaginerl, to rcdgfi and triumph upon earth, but 
by all rlu* of hurhillty and endi‘armcnt 

to sinetiidf u'hich was^ ffiffand undone; and he 
tabes a gracioils ai^d 'Constant oV^efsight of the 
least, as well as ftte' ^-eatest, of bis redeemed 
ones, (C'ohipare’ Luke xix. 10, sec^. cxliii.) 

12 What fto' Vou think would be the conduct of a ^2 iiow think yc = 
fa.thf..K!.epher<)> If a mm /md » flock flf 

' hunarm met% and butmie ofjhem should ‘wan- one of Uieni in gono 
r/«’from the re‘«t, would he nofleave the mnety- tioth ii> not 
jiwintheir pMtumbrfoldoH /Ac mownlaim^ 
and go uM^with the^tttost solicitous care and la- the Hioiii.t.iiiis jihI 

1 3 boor to seek that which is gone astray ? Jnd f he seeketh tii.it v hn ii 

happen to find it^ 1 assuredly say unto you ^ that so in 

he will bring it baqkwith greater pleasure, and thatJic liml it, 
the recovery of it will give him a sensible riiy l say unto vou, 
joy, than tSi? safety of the ninety -nme which !‘® 

had not wandered at all. (Cotnyiare Luke xv, the ninciy and min' 

14'4, *,ect c\xji.) £lven sc the love and ten- '’hnh went noi, 
derness of (?o(l for those who are regarded by 
him as his children M such, that you may be as- not the will of join 
siixod, it is not the will of your heavenly F'at her Father wimh m 
that any one of these little ones should be lost, <'* 

tor want ot your care in attending it, or through 
your negligence in seeking its recovery. " 

15 And, as in order to the recovery of your lA Morc<.\n, it 
•wt^aker brethren, admonition will frequently 
, ne^esnary, let me lay down a rule, which, when 
societies are formed among you, it will be 
pf great importance to a^t^ui to with the ul- 
tnost care; thou shalt know My'ireMtr to 


lhefu!difsl\\\&i9^(\seU)^holitShefac0tifGoi these little o««, and not a of Ihm 
may sigAitVicR^ia^ and be nufirh bekoUhnoUoCC^ tare Sec not (’<i on 

an alluHion to Ui« olllce Of chjftf mini- Luke, mV, 36. Vol I. p J152. 
hterb 111 carthlv coiiits, wM daily con- Leae^the nntelij-vineon l/'e mom /aiiis.\ 
their pilnees sVe Orotins^ 'The original will' bear oithei this <.oh- 
an)^eoni|iarc Sam xvi. 19; I Kings xii. 'stiuction, or that which is gnen m cm 
0; F^tli. I lij and Luka,). 19. common translntnui , but 1 have rather 

1* 7‘(ir rAe Son oj n»m himself ] I'he par- t’Jiosen to express it thus, as most agi re- 
ticle for hero introduces another reason .ible to what wc fmd ni T.’ike, < hap. sv 
lo enforce the .ceu’iuii uot to despise y sect. 



Hmo the}! shmM deal ii)itk "M%pni^ S7 

pass against ihp<>, go i>e guHty of a fault, akid he shall sinagainst thee^ stxt, * 
h«™‘„'"ftee Md repi-mf kirn in thn most convincing, 

him (iione: ‘ if he ittaftneip..^hat thtftt caubt 

shall hi-arthec, tiwm tliat be<in^'take it^thtf better, let it be done^e?- xy^ii 
hast gained thy bivp ; "i/’ M wUl hear thee 

mth' ^ue well^ for "by tlott means 

tMm hast.^md' will return 

to the wajrof Jiifl. dmy, the friundsbip be- 
tween you will^thos '•De'iG^'tabiisbed on firpier 
foundationa^tlian evety in b&b^qiience of this 
substantial ^ken of >tby>knpai^tial sineerity and 
But if he will frankness temper. (Compare Prev. 
oM But^ keaSiUtmtlua^lto 
.)i tn . more, that in 'With tJiee Ofts or two ftwre, TOO are persqos of 
tho ujDiitii of tii-o or cbaracterMand reptitation in the society, that 

»r!*nM to tliO 

bh hcd. admonition d)nd>>nay be of service, either 

to silence his (Ejections, and bring him to a 
sense of his fault, > <>r to prevent disputes, and 
justify thy condyct, if/ tho matter should be 
carried farther ; as in'thd mouth of two or three 
witnesses, evety mrA may be established more 
eilectuaijy than it could. otherwise have been. 

1 And if he shall (See J)cut;:xix. 15.) But if he shall be still in- 17 
ri^ijiort^tohewthem^ bib fault, m& disregard them in 

‘ the advice they offer him for peace,’ then tell 

It to the whole church,* or society of worship- 

‘'^Rrpi, 'hint in the most convincing and .oootex||f may illu!>tratn the spirit 
ihdt tlxni caii!»t.J. liie word Jn^ enerffy^SlC^a^ultititde of places, iii 
ignilu-'. To n)^lu^ue'^ null as to a mlnriCr trlmH bbpld not otherwise be 
idnmm h. t’oinpau* Jobirviti. ?, 4d; learned. The'oM English' editions 'of 
'\i S iCor. \iv. 2-*; Tit. i, 9; .iivd 1539 aod;; 1541 /Cndcr it, it tn the 
Jaims 9. — ^'J'ho loader will observe, I co/furcf^i^ion s and» I think, prop/ily e- 
of tin )«.■)« to giM the full force of a nowgh.— The vrord church is Unhappily 
vMtrJ in ihcparapliia&e, rather tliaii great- grown into a'^ term of art, hthI has by 
ly t.) in( I'Pasc the number of woirN in diffgjfent persons a V#ri^. of secondary 
liii \ti.,ii)n, though so increased they id^a annexed td'it^'as Dr Wat|4 has 
inigiit exfjic'.'; no moic than is i xprcssed Ucaufifully allcwrt hi his Essays' on'' D’u- 
III a single word or two in the Greeli.. chantaldeness, p. 7 — 10. Bat 
‘ ’le'i It the whole chuic/i.] 'fliis is ^49>gc^eral an as^omMy, or ntn^er 
one of those many scnptiire^wlpcb would of pao^, cijflled together on whatever, 
have been very iiitelHgibh’, ifthey-had oeoawhii^ as is well Wow®. (Compare 
iii»t been Ictirnedly oli'Ci icd by ingrhl-' Acts xu. 39. 09.) It'is in theKew Tes- 
oiis men, who$e interest it haa.beeii td'^tant^nt geA'eraUv useil, for a 

I pread a eltnid ovef'them. ' fSan niou; pnrijtular aisimh^ (Acts sir, 25j I Cor. 
and uiort convinced^ that ,the vulgar ir. 17 ; vv 23 j 3tri.J9.) but scaiietinies 
f<eiis(‘ of (he iVevv Tesiameiit, tiutt ta, the it i') used the whale body ot Chris- 
heii'.e in whijch an honest ptan of plaiH tians, hocadlfe lli&y .ne no'w called out 
ttciiae would take it on his Hrat Veadiilg from Um* woHd,'and are at Ia-.t to be gtt- 
the original, oi .anv r.ood tiansl ition^ ls theird tocher lu'^thepristnce of (7irist 
almost every where the 'true general their head.jf2 Ties. ii. 1 ) a, id to dwill 
seiibi of any pa'wvge, though an .le- for ever IriLh each ethc., and with 
0[i'aiut iiue v.iii. i ;’i .ig», and antiquity, him. ^^(1 'rhC3. iv. 17.) ('oinpare Mat. 
ail attciiTivc nicditatiou on the le>.l xvi. ISj .^iph. i. 22, li'. 10 j v. 2') j and 



Whatever tky hiiid dh earth shall be bound in heaoen. 

sficT, ping Cfiristians to which he belongs, and among 

^civ. w'lom ’lo has immediate commiinton in gospe« ^*5,^ ut hnn be 
ordina:)r'*s ; (t 7 td tfthsf concur in any aumoni- unto thee m an 

5 ^l{i. tian to the offonder, and he be so far hardened "»«». “ 

17 as to disregard the Whole church, or society of 

Christians, you have then ddne^^r utmost to 
reclaini him ; and while becoftfinhesin this ob- 
stinate temper, you will do well to enter your 
protest against it^ by forbearing any intimate 
friendship with such a .person; and let him 
therefore in this case be to thee even as a hea^ 
then, and a publican, dr other naoBt notorious 
sinner,^ to whom /would perform only the 
common offices of^humartUy, bnt #oald avoid 
his intimate society as scan^ous, and to whom 
you are not under those peculiar obligations 
whereby Christian brethren are bound to each 
other. f V. 

18 These are the niajrims whifch yob, my apos- is Verily isayun- 
tles, are to inculcatdfon my other followers, and 

let them see to it, that they duly regard yoii; earth, shall be bound 
for verily I say unto urn. You shbll be furnish- aud 

ed with such divine illumination and assistance, iI, 08 ^nTarth, £1! 
as shall abundantly conbrni the anihority of be loosed in heaven, 
your decisidns on every case and question 
which may ocebr ; and fully prove (as 1 former- 
ly told youj that whatsoever you shall bind,oyen 
in this course of your humble ministry, oneartk, 
shall be bound in heaven ; and whatsoever you 
shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven. 

(See note** on Mat. xvi. lii,' Vol I. p. 485.) 

19 knd further, as a convincing token and de- Again i saj 

Col. IS, 2-t —According to Biohop ims, wNch commentators mention on 
3tilhngHept’s in,terprctatidn of this text thus teg^' See l^gfatfooVs Hor. llebr. in 
(in Ins lreni<*ntn>^i( ii. cap. 5. §.8»)it loc. acd'Selden de Syoed. lib. 1. cap. 9. 
should be ren^hred/tW/ it to tmtuimblg, ‘ t As a heathen and a publican, or other 
or a select company. But it is certain, most notorious sinner. J If I am not 
the force of the article is better mucl| mistaken, that celebrated text in 

ed by our ver^mn j and ai, undoM^ly Titus ..relating to heretics, (chap. in. 20,) 
it must be oS^svembly of t^lwtians, which requires that a man who disturbs 
(compare I J|^tvJ.)so do jnim|Nreta> peace, or subverts the faith of his 
turn natural, as tUrt it should, ^hiistian .brethieii,' should be tuare ad- 

be <Aat assmhtif nhicblWta under a pecu- mmfhie(fy.pnd then-discarded by the so- 
liar obli^atiote to watch <^er the parson oiety, be much illustrated by this 
ill question, (compare 1 C?bif,f;y. 12, 13, passage, such a case oocurs, (as 

and 2 llws. ill. 14, 13.) an^ whole ’.well as when aa oflended brother has just 
advtoCiraildi'ei'nonstrauccs'be waspecu-''4liauBe of obmplaint,) each particular 
liarly ..qbligcd to heav. Ai^ tlp«« was person concerned must judge os wellaa 
likewise coitforntable to thu^^kage of the be can i remembering he is answerable to 
.Tews, who admonished dfen^rs in their Christ for the imparliadity of such judg^ 
synagogues, and to iiidiiy of ihcir max- ment. 
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vntoyoUjTbat if two 
of ) oil shall agree on 
earth, as touching 
anv tliinf; tbai tliey 
bhall a>k, it shall he 
done for them of-iny 
Father which is, in 
heaven. 


20 For where two 
jjf three ar< gathered 
tojrMiei irimynanic, 
there am I in the 
uiidst of them. 


napnstration of^his* / unto you^ That this sect. , 
autliocity aiul i>ower not only shall attend the xciv;. 
a)Ction?,aF your.wl^ie^ uhiited bddy,d)u^ even 
any tifio ^you ikatl agree together here on 
earths* coptcerning any thi^g nehieh they shall {9 
jthink p*%cr, f0r the roii^u- 

Wm con^rqoai^on oi! at^y.^tb^ir di^mlnations 
iinin^atcly '{l^:J^/them by my 
Father in Ter hut/wo or three 20 

are assetnhl^ m regard td my 

aotboriiy^ ifld to. pjirp^s of my glory, 
whateye* tfee peoidtar be, / am there, 

by my ftpdfiiaj, tj^tigb 

vmdst and «r^ll shei/^by all profile in- 

terposition of my/ffivinc power, the. re^rd 1 
liEFo to their andi thek prayers. 


improvement; 

Thus happy are the meanest of Christ, in the'oare Ver, 10 . 

and favour of their heaxtnXy and.iu the angelic giuird, 

which, by Ins high .command, are ^'Onthiitaliy attending oven 
the lambs of hisjiock. So ct^esioeudhig Ma^^he^bbrssad sprils 
above, that even tlte ^ihem do not disdath to minister 

unto the heirs qf sahiiaiiqn: .{Heb? i. d4f.) Let '^dt the wisest 
and greatest men (kspkp th^e, whom <mgetp honour iwith their 
guardianship and care j especially since the Son, man, that 
m.erc!fnl Shepherd, has come for^ into, this wildsrness to save 
that which was lost, and eveiij^p seek and recover us when we 11, 12 
were gone astray, and bhoold otherwise ^avc wandered on to 
our eternal ruin , , 

What could have been more haj^py foi"the cAwrcA of Christ, 15, 16 
than the observ«ation of this plain and .eagy he has 

given for ending disputes among his . Ibllowepi ! And yet who, 
that sees the conduct of the gv^neralhy of XThristians, wodld una- 
ginc they bad ever heard of such a, role? looped, bf this private 
expostulation, which might often, bring a debate to a ,^peedy 
and amicable coiiclusiooi what puiUi chatges I "What passionate 
complaints! what frequent and lid^^ed vttempta to 
least scandalous, yet.i^t the' Jed[t’'|^fCiotts kind ait rtfoenge,, 


I If any tvxudjou th<tU agrfe iogettqr^ i|4Ay esniaQrdinary.traeceis^weBd^^ 
here C9. ettrpJu] tWB^tej^tso-exprssiily le- ed.’l £ee Tnimi SectR^.^nsDruoi. 
fers t^agreeift^tn abefUm, ^ I wd^er cap. x p. 17^ ^ 

the learned and juaicipliu editors uf 'the ' shagU man, fcc.J That 

Pru^:>iaii Teatament tjhisrefennlQVt lAaaeatmtwswvbfpruytrt 

an^ tm of yw sbaU Itve an aarft nt % . may app«ftf.^fro9«.eonipaFhig Mat v\i. 

undersiandiug mth each lA»r, Fwrbaps 21,^SSl'; Mark 4.1l3, 24 , John xiv. 13, 
there may be a rei^rcncie to the notion 14$ v. 14, 15; anil Jam. 

the Jews had, that it was uei:e^sary at v, Ifi. S6is',Tiildtson^S Works, Vol, IIJ., 
least ix'u should concur iu stxtal piayer, page 307.“- ' 



36 lJoti> often nn c0Hd0i^ htUher should be forgiven, 

sEfetf. by wounding the characters of those whom we imagine to have 
xciv, injured us! 

As for church^ensuteSf hOw iamenti^ble is it, that they have 
V^r,,l7. conformable to this fuki aod in many instances so 

contrary to it> in almost every Christian naticui unner heaven ! Is 
this the form' in which eccmidseiical fitdffments do appear in 
the poffwsh, or even^n tiie protesttlfit world ? Are these the max- 
ims by which they jKiTe becllV, or by^which they are determined, 
even by those who' claim the liavgest Share in the promises made 
to the apostles, h’rtd boast with ’ the greatest confidence of tlie 
presence arid aiithorityNtrf'iTAt^/i^ Wtth them, to confirm tlieiu 
sentences and to sapctifyy'lf&rhaps^^rdpiiie'and murder? Vain 
wr^iphed confidw^^’^lit US earnestly pray that this di.shonouf 
to the Christian’ttamd'rtiaj^vei^ery where bS wiped away; and 
that true religion^ and even conimotv humanity, may not with 
such soIeiOW,wo<rA^^he dcs^^oy^d c of i he Lord. 

1 8 Let humble subfmssiOO'be alway/ paid to apostolical decisions 
in every difficulty; and made to these leaders in 

tlie\6%n.?/w?i ck^r^h^ h^‘SOiiiSfe«dncUunigement even to ns, on 
Ti'hom the cniis if the u'oM'dTe come. None but an Omnipre- 
sent, and conscqnently^W'pivine Person^, conld say, IVhcrctcr 
20 two m' three. are^ gathered togeth^ in my name, there am 1 in 
the midst' if 'tkeUi, Hts powi^ iahd his goodness can never he 
impaired: let it thcrefdrfd' be atf encouragement to social prayer: 
aod let theTcmembratwJCi of aifv Redeemer^ continued pre^cnce 
and inspcctiph, engage' us ’to l>ehave ouHclvcs agreeably to the 
relation iha&WO claim to him,?, and to those expectations from 
him wHiOh^we profess. ' 


• ' XCV. 

.1 ‘ 

OUr Lord miiion^^kis against d revengeful spirit, and 

tnculi^hs mittidt’fof’givhiesSi iiif fhi eff^cHug parable of the 
unmenifuVseJ'vant, JVhtti XV 1 fl. Qlflo the end. 



y/J^iV yvhen Je&us had this .advice for 

his disciplesj ina^^inlhg it tittight; b^ abus- 
xviii. ed by ill-disposed pers^e^.^jmeflpouragctpciit 
21 to Oiler injuries tQ%^ts,' bi^fe tb 

Lord, how oftenrmnsi^Jorghe v 


M£r, XVjn. 21. 
^HEN came l»«'ter 
■ to him, and said, 
Ifird, bow oft shall 
Wy . brother sin a- 
^tnst me, and I fur- 
^4^ hiin ? till seven 


not 

merely 4ay to thet^, evert times, but even till 
seivnty times seven : ih‘ short, the precept is un- 


22 Jesus saitli un- 
to him, I*say hot un- 
td thbe, I'ntil sewn 
but until sr- 

^CllLj ti'lU'., hf‘\ l fl, 



The parable^jf^ the servant* M 

boundeti, and yo\i ajust never be w^y of. for- sect. ^ 
giving yoiir brcthreiii since you are so much 
inoT^ indebted to ^,^'^iviiie mercy, than they'**?^ 
can he toyour’ij^. ‘" ,-v - .. 

J3 Thc'rt fore is the J^oy r^SH^l^.QV wjth f pt tO tb|?;piattec,^ 1 gy . 


Mmlom of 
likened auto n 

trim, Vug V. it, tk-- ,*t -■ \ 

wuuld take account /o, pf be 

h{ his tiuvants. rul^^pyer.^ . li'hot 




he had,a gt'e.al(,npn«w of pm under him, 
was ,^t£rnnnf 4 tty^lHe i}^acpunt 

' 2 \ \iid when he h.;.heg$n io^h 

,Tll.pg..n to reckon, io^mme 

®itr ra- hi^ght jjy vvh*ph 

imi. tcndimisandtawM bad bctfn placed, ant| dip Jigh cpphdenpG.. 

1»‘8 p^Mice Jiad< rpg^ci-iu, biip, that fjo 
oy}(d him a ^nd. stood ac- 

Ti'it forasmuck coiintul]le tqtints , , A 7 id^asl 5 

w* hail nnt tri nav. I . ' ^ . 


,;' eq«‘- 

an to I)C sold, and wpt fpr debt,^ or aitw.^cp,i)sjdvrable coin-, 


mn 
his wif( 


•hiidicn pbshion for'it, /iwr /d^^.fccdriiiDg^jb^ 

and Jjl that ht had. custODi ill SUciLC^SCs,, fExod. ^ticU, iSiXfeV* XXV^ 
and iMviiient to be ^ T,’--'li_ •’ \ ' -j i T'^- * 

1.1 m,' 4 . 7 v 2 jl^jy vJ ;) * cmmaju^d htmfin^k 

sped . for a; arave,, f ptfe and anldmi , 
pnd d7/|^jp gpotls and pavmcM to 

ill the price , of the%(,,,s\$‘ lai^j as it 
2 o Ti.o servant would g;p. The spvahtjk(iKtfore/a!(fng ilm 
thepf-.n I’cii dowvi’ij, helpless at 

rnaiiter’s fcet\ and sai^yXardf ) beseech 
jiatuiicT will) me, thco tp t»c for a while Jopger, 

ami I will pay thee I^wUl chdcuTO^' tp/;wy (idfta//. Tnen21 

U Hum, the f-ord ^he lovd of /Ac/.urthappy servant '^ utl^ose affairs 
of that servant was wcfc s.a p^crty .dwp]^|e,, jnelkd n il k. 

movid wiihcompas- compassiofif gfBciou'ilv? himsfi and, 

.ion, and loosed him, vaiii U.^was to expcct he should 

• ever pay Ijfim, decIafGii t^t, oQ couditioii qt his 


» ^fall be likened to,' or be illiot^ted^ hundred talents dQtvitt^4v,<t^ 

See sect. Iviii. note' Vol. J] "''' '/'“tlw^^hd fivd hiin(lj-ed when the'''’*ei!aW 

*> Cwcd lAtm ten Ifmsand /afenl^,} the {wcUdef jkttH the Whii^h* 

cording tu Dr. Prideaut's coraphtatino, ^inlg tw^ye thoiiijroiHl ta twelve yeatm; at 
it these were talents cf po!i\ tins woul^'^k thocaiin^^iQlents a year . Uv. Histoi, 
aiiioiiiit to ieveni^^Utio miliu)tt2. fye'i''A';rg/>';^hb & lib. i^xk^ur. c.ap. 

which is s<>.imi»entcf't»uiti,tltittb^&«einlii 38.) .knd ev^^thns the suin'iaust.hhve 
strange Aniiochtis the OreAt^ ^hUold b4 nutQU^edvty ‘4£:6,1ji(>,000!. See Ptid. 
able to pay it, as Futrwpiu#' hells' hs hd Chnnoct. Vlit' Jf. ^K»j and Vol. II. 
•lid, to purchase a peace thd Bcift p. t38,—t>ilr Lord seems to’ have mcri- 
mans: (Rutr^p. hb, iv cap. 2,) IhtChy' Cioned ,shbi<^«fhtdm,onptirpostttoiii- 
I.ivy’saccoiintoltbeoonditionb of peace, ilmat&lhe nun^er^and weight of uiir 
they were /M,Viko/s//wr, df wliuli Anti- olTenccs agaidsVflod, and uui iiltiT in* 
U' hus w,i$_tu pay fifteen thousand talents, capacity of ji)iliKifig him any satisfaction. 



32 Th paralde i^^e ^nmerelfiil sewanL 

bW. future good behaviour,* he frankly forgave and forgave him me 
Myn all the debt • L t, * 

But^m ihatutikvnttdeni out frofln the fre- ^^nant we^? 'o«t! 

XVI II scncc of bU, generous anti indwg^jft^doVereig^, and found one t»f his 
' r^hemH with one^ of hh mo Owed fd*dw jeiA^aAts^ 

"^km hMi 'yVty- incM%,r8!J1e( *»m»#«.«owj>, 
nu'moi^ ^u an AfXfid^pente}^ 'htflafd'haiida oAhm:, 

/M of him strangling and tJ) 0 k hm by tlic 

him,«^i«i(,in;tffario»5 aprf on«rtgeoa» man- 

n^t^Pay me /to tbw/i me 

diatcly, or I wjH det^‘ tW a^ttfy priioner. ^ 

29 And his poor M «* 

feet^^ he had.ii^e h»*ibr^,.«wif 
him, saifing, in^{^ vewjvoHh whioh he Hiinj* him, saying, iiaw 
self haS wd but WSefoi^ on the like occa^ 
sion, Have JH*! ^ 

^AOaitd I wUi endeaypul: ip,jidy fhe€ oM, jftiu fie 3o And he houM 

wetM not be ptevrffcd'hbobSIt^.fbrbiear hiiirany ’jent and 

longer 5 dut voenf away' wii^Jllm'befbre a* ma*- *“{ he"sSouM ’"pa"y 
gisttatei omd^ east' him pfto^ pt^sort, protecting the debt, 
he should He there^^ftil^:^ shmddpay even the 
lact farthing of 

3U 'oehen'^ki^.iiih^ fdl^ so when hi^ 

vmiaw, thtg yierevimdini^igr^i^ 

an ifistanee of unet^pled* ^uelty .from a* hinn vrre very sorry, am; 

in his cireumstimces, anti came and gave their *»*?« 

' hid the king <w exact and faithful account of V*b donT ” 
the wMs matter', ^ wha wai highly lot?ehi«5d at 59i rhon his lord, 

3 2 so inhuman ao aglteni Then his lord, having afwrthathebadcai- 
cem kim-^, WiW’Ww; with jbt in- ,^,'’0 
dignaition, Thm wieim iud' parbarous^ slave, servant, i forgaie 
thouhnowest that, / (linkly forgave thee u/; thecaiithatdertrt.be- 
rto v«sti^Arwhiteh;^a«otf^t ‘tty me, c*^«*cu>oucie.uedst 

33 caxese thhu didst leiftmt pH^ -kfiishmildst 33 s»K)uidst not 

ytot thou (^0 have fkd compassion on thy fel- thou also lla^e imd 
hm power, tten as / but 

• i*'*' 'wo mi tellow fer\ ant, even 

just^ before had won^iasmn ipn thee f , Thou Mibad pityon thcc > 

. , »iC&4^iaditi4n^oriii8 fotuf%|i^b«> ; / f GafrVmr Lord iiUsraci and foithfol 
Mvipnr.] This i|ajcircaiii,id«||^^i^d- , fMavnt^) This is the meening-of the word 
ing itatoral, and by thes^vQi^foi) ofthe 'Kbrvofqtray.aB Albert hasthewn j Obwrv. 
parddn Sfoerwards, it .. 

V ^ 7!Mr«d^4/^]. Tkeero^^ 

e^nJiindred J . Ifoykonfodt tbo rtot alv^ea term ef^reintmeb/ tior does 
Itoag^^Duriae mt' U noeessaHlf^imply more thae servfntii 

peanf^^ out mdoe^, itf«9louota4^ fo. ^H^eempareJ^ot. xxv |2t, SSt) Yet in thfo 
thre^^ounde and hs^^<<nrewb, ^ . omniieetfonf I thought it wouM well bear 

^ tht throat, ait^atint^ stninfliBg the version Jyhe^e given li, which may 
him. I Thiii is the pT«por>j|bport of the best express the indignation with' which 
word iTVjyt, which.yet mofe-jstrongly ex- Ins loid is snpiiosed to speak, 
j.rcssc* bis ernepy. 



ami fitcri to tr^^^bco J 

JiTf^ hif 

i ifld bia io^'^ #rant'o|^ 0 eioi 6 sioiiv 4 o^h^^^^l^' 

;s?at‘s j'lfiff »s^»!!ft#i! 

,tn' mentors, tiH te fwt Witl Itl 
fiioiOd pay'll thore. .t!!i^ 

was 4 ue uoto !»«. 


»ni he 
do albo n 


<tAbd iiieS^'^c'aifeiud^tJic wit^ 3 5 

d., .,» „;»»w " . 

yi' from y^0r'£^arts W*/* Tim ^ , 

.iorjtuenoteTe»yn»e.^<^ \4^ heaTi4^'‘-f<t^gm^l^^mik^h^h^^S‘ 

pa,' t“'“'’''^''‘*'^T^.*’ •?*<* ^ ** (fW^feODicfthCW ' ■ 

sttictn^;^^)$|i|inC|^Mt^^i^^by'tfa'e^V9i' 
rity i<^‘^N^^|il«i^MbttMW'.3^r offisnSiftg 


.’•u •< 

i' JS ‘-ii j .. . 


id 'OROha. Ver. 
it df^his pfl- 
We;«|pe >«- . i* 


- ' bfiMhiIgSif 

How unreaso^abld^ and <hj^^ldrili^t4oes ft 
I'liable teipper apj^j^-'whph^ jt in thl 
a able I y et Avhftt. 

4/t'hii'd io 

we begin w contract Ac and in' our 

ripening yearstjustlv; p^if(y?t 

oj hell, till vve jw/tf ' Afid'^re 

ai his feet, witli a promise bis patMt'hc^ 

bcarancc, it must be’tbe ignomnee, Or of pro-' 

buinptuDus foUy^wben addr^edi^^slAb^? <<^^nowoUr“pQ- 
vertv, and knoW^'that, in copd|||UC^ b£’%? In- 
capable Of making grace 

in the kind ;' ftfld sball we >^0 rOceiyo . 

ii , anJ bold'j^uriiv^* and all ©nV Aope by It, tah oifr k'cthnn 
it) the throat, because Aey imt ^ |?a#^<’’e?/0r‘,sbaH we 

ciarrv along .with us ' 

hidden fire in our bosdids ? Ifbr snyely if ' 

of our own Ihoutli shdii nfeh 


to an 

ftl\Ju iiws^tek ',IHjtlifl(Slf ^d.*^(s«ie JS^^o’s Cbb»a, 

when 0<»(il.xape45|p it, pi;»b^*y 

fld In toJ>ttut,|Lo,^{«ery®icana«Kl5caj^tiV ‘ a-’ rt>fefe^Oerc»; Compare ^ mu 
all(M^Jm’c,hnta^pfr*l<i|m5Wlv^las»iUyd with ''il^^kwPP' Iw* 

c)tii;‘« or rofcetj of l«:ft*‘y «ood, in whioh*^: ^ * 

• • ■ ' -IV'r’ ‘ 


\ni. 11 . 


ir^ 










sentient' of rancour a.\}i\ revenge, 
nor ^iVCf^ow a w<h‘d, of eveii 4' Afiiiy t&t siyoqrs’of it. ' An4 
^ €^«r weMpe our aSdres^es to ‘thotlit]^ ^of divine. mercy 

au^n^e^ Wt us &’/^ up holy hands, 
as wiiho$iibmiihg/‘ (i Tim. ii. 8.) 




.' . ‘ Mark TX 38 

«ECT. IN the, midst W:!kfj[frec^impi^l^^\ a N t) John ‘anaier- 

' jtcvi.. ihg tO^battltfiQrW SelMeMi.the apOsBe ed lum, haying, 

'-^7oA»<whetherjis1f6##%‘^ertiog fimVrom^ one 

KTsi-ir i.i'iL<.rvJL>. . j t r..,..* casting out devils m 


ther iilustraiion b 


ifli' ‘ cause ne luiiowetn 

IlieJ Case uct with as.} [Lure 


that he sh^uto^ttew^inf iiWerfhpt^^^ IX. 49. 

and ^w he hgdlast beeuurg- 

a readinels'ta receive oneef ot‘ ms 

infills ^ I n/\ I 


and neveH'had, as ivd aj/pj!ihend> any? i^ular 
Commission from thee^an^ so.ipigbt;;powihly ‘ 

or wwoacli 


^liiteiprjipted our J^y Jth}» was a case Mttethiug rCSein- 

4d,l^rfBt9Ey apart here: UiAtJpp of the sons of Sfieva: (Acts 

7* QoA'iillghti ace^reason 

Sfel^' WS^'Cj^'.that oUefejr J^'Uieir ad- 


^'theirad- 




ituMvit Jur^oii^ a|^w 4^ aeniiBd, 


enlty and 4ause. ;- ■* .. A' ' ' . Ciafkc suppossi thatliewaspneof John 

^^QtHtng m dfnmi . Pro* .the Baptist's di^iples. 







<?»• 


19 Bnt JeiuB 
[unto hfitt«] 
bim not lor tHere 




• »"{ S^g/estts iOif mt 9 im, Jpt ««( fi/riidf or 

him H pment^for^ Iky 

uo^wan wblih Miaii thus makipg iise of my ^ app^ 

do a TDfracle ia toy hav^ 80me cegiuf^r ^ 

J?’"p»K,rt“ofU "**' "«* wt hin^f agwSrtrt*; 

f t wt IX 50 -1 thet'C M no man tnl^O ^aii be 

a m))fii^le vh ^ine^ ' 

wy slwM|S(^^ 

thing mahdfif^ym or foir wbi^ no 

‘iO For he (hat is protessos such 0 regard: And be fhat regard 40 
^r*" “ ‘ dlKOUtSp, QM 

_ 0 ] who acwmSp not : fovt wUb respect to ^cb, » 

and ui e ^e tl^4;1)l^^ 1 mi^sea prOvetPthe 
reverse m that whicft 1 ^ip^oned on a diffe- 
rent occaamn,) diwi^hay, lt^k0$fimri$i^ia^tt{nsL 
and 1 wo^ld by^ tio 


means cc 

the Hiog^dom of 


t mi#TO doJtig tW by which, 
tan IS m fackweakened^ and 


ray ndtne glond^d, ihough he have pot my im- 
h 1 Tor »hosoe>w mediate and cxpre^ cogimusmn^ I ratberdi 

“;:i'af;r„r;:‘k "!! «''« «.'» *7 

II \ name b^i^u^iiyo tningjthdt a token c^esteem and at** 

bihjiig tu chu«t, u* f^ctio^ tul^hOiliO It ever so inconsiderable ‘,for, 

it'iaid "* ** 421 ) t^hkkf dai prisant jwu a ct^ of 
cold mUr only tn name, tW baame 
^Qubekn^ to Ckhst, f ^ay nuto yout 

Ife skill not t^sa ku pr^y^tbpnable reward. 
And so he wentpo|o-^wlirR them pt the danger 
oi offending fmy ofthe weukesj; of his disciples, 
in the manner lecouoted and explatned above^ 
(See IVla^k i|t. ^ «And when be had 
concluded that discourse lie not long after quit- 
tedCatilee, Con^arc Mat. xix i 6ect|Cx\x;v« 


If / ove f) is rot againtt SJ } ^8(1 th^ey vbo dUl id^ opj^e 

Our 1 urd h<id formerly ^aid* (Mat XUf Wished well tW it$ 

10 ) Iff th IS ditb n?«, u wp* Ma^nable when 4^S'^bSuai> 

thereby giung Ks hearers a jas^^nd nay ^ piany dMcoungdftiento 

icMrv adnt nitnu^ ihdt on the vltoW Fr6t^j|.«i«&y41io now coacealed then 
thi war betwt en tnm a id latad f»i:afa w^re afterwai^ anim%|; 

ltd of no nsutiaiity, and ^ (^o^iSganwH* to profcbs iCtbo ,.'h at 

were ttidil^repain tom would t^lV bt Urtrgreai^ Kmiard —1 canrflk with Mr 
trrated le tow wlptom. efUK^ Id Antdri ab ptf&ress declawtien of 
\rl I 0 Uot here, m another regoird bl^e been more m- 

vien, he very euiiaia^antly heedadtaepf^ Ve^ibKirm re« Ibtmer case than now, 
(III iinlseetnuisityop Hnte yitnuerb, butflt obwou'^ that Christ re* 

< ounU rpart ot ti e totuiins directing ra qoire^ us twbf oi f< rigorous mjudging 
I )ll iwc s tojudai ot I ifedb ebaracters (■ ourtebes/Ot^ bo mloas us to be in 
Ml m St undid inat'ner and (liantabW ‘gudging eath^tbei 



30 ' - Mefieciions on tnpi'&ioiis and censorious temper. 

' ‘ ' % ' 

' iMrtboVEMfeNr^ 

tt is ^d, that fke ^spmt. \4’hich^fenjittins in so many Christians, 
and tlppeated in' the beloved Saint John, 

Shmild (^ifedhfe'a|'k)iAle Jamies tust unto em^ : (Jam. 

iX .*38 ill d(>es that spiv^ bccomie a and much 

'hdtt a b€ncv6len|> Jesm ) T|ie apostle Paul had ' 
' drtd'®|jhj,1|:!better i^en he rejoiced that Christ 

teaipvdckedi eVen by thoae bis personal enemies, 

{Phil. J. 18.) Tos(ekMir^n'^^idtyyisnotglo}yi{Prov.xp\ 
^!1.)zTtc\ to confine religion to them tliat ftflloto ts a narrow- 
mesp' d/ spirit tvfihdi tvO shodM afihOr. 

[^^40 'purist hetie us adovjely exai!n{)SB of can^ptr and moder- 
^ itiitM ; he was tvi^ltg t6*put the beA construction on dubious 
• ct&Os, and'tptfeaHhOse IVere* not avowed and 

decWcd'tfX^i^tW. ' l?ferbap8 in d^ fhstaneb*, it might be a means 
of»6Vei^oiVdng and perfecting wfiat 

<Vas Wanting m the. feith aird ^^^iehcfe ^ the persons in ques- 
tion; atl^a^t it iilfreed the state of things, in which men 

' -aVe to he judged, df by tbeir prdfessmis and actions, as their 
hearts c'aoW fh^ediatety 'iilnd,^^ be known. 

. ' Bnt let m judge (7i4m&e/’Sp»'|rpater severity, remembering 

there is an appr3[chhig‘^%, m ^Uck'tht semis of all hearts 
> win he made madifeiti in wh^h timse, who ' Kaye indeed been 
neuders in the war between. CW.y/ and 'Satan, will be treated as 
enemies: awd those other words wily be fulfilled. He that is not^ 
wifhfne^ iseigtmstine f^ ahd 'M that gatherelh not with me, 
scatterc'tk ahrbad. xii. 3h, and Luke xi. 23.) 

41 IwiYkvday, may *Jhe,^i^p^Vlfy; pf 0^^ heai^s be discovered, 
►and then we may rejoice i^ flps rejibated assu>ancc, that the least 
' be kindly remeiitbei*ed, and abundantly 

, Warded actiOrdfng tb the pOhes/Of divjhe bounty and grace. 


f re- 


1—16. 


‘ SECT. XCVII. 

J sends out ike sepm^discipieit, With large instructions, 
• JiHe'fhose ke'ha^ Ipffehe apostles. Luke X. 

these MtWjbefc^e ho^de^^Cfted from these 
** ^ilee, the Zpr^ififeaus mtending/whentbe ^ thuigs, the t.ord 
appropebing feast ortabprmiele^as over,* to „ 

? when the appt(/aob>il^'^rast of ta- more rea^onaUifc to ^oppose, that Christ 
bernU’les Waso^er.] 'It^djnstobemucji sqpt oyt the seventy before the feast oi 




appomtca other se- makeonejourney more over 4^6 coUutTy^ iiUlic 

Cm Wo-.od “ 0 <*»« l#year he to spenij qttV^rtb /M vf 

before hi. face, into OH S£Vm:^Mers ^iL4>l^Ol.?C»FMeS^?iS<?, bv'Slto llte 
every city and place, twelve apoStlta SO frcqueiUiy m^UOnetl Ijefori?^ 

louid*^'^ (see'Luke ix. i, ^ th^ 

won coi . o\\t brfo^'t him, tm 0^4 

ci^Md ^llo^e into Af ' 

jfep'Jnteniiui^shmly U 

were^ he di^i^ed ibe wbo||^PipTm:9 • 

five lesser etvcHiUs. y-'^T', '. 

•i Therefore he said A 0^1 at t JlGle Se^tilW OUt. Ilfr gftvd ' f betU inquy 2 
““I’ttly' impo'Wt iastrBCtiqttii,, tmarly-resec^ling 

but the labourers «hich ho pa‘4>e%e ftddrctol to the ajjo^les J 

1 pruv yc there and as it was a large and field ipVsfttM - 

te ^nch they, were to^n^ctfJe saii tiay- 
’“.'id «lnid forth ]a /ore t$ fJktn,^ asJbe ^ad formerly dope to ibw - 
v»-!rcrs into hia luir- l)retlM'ei>, 57, ,5§, Vol. t fi. 4054 The 

' hanest is %n^i^ greh^^ aiid inany sgids ^e*io 

' l)e oatherod in, Init the faithful tabourevs are as 
yet very jewi prh^'^e there/qpe^he Lord of the 
harvest i that he wot^ld^ hy biS imn)9di|te access 
to the spirits pf m|jp, thnist foijlkp^Tfi labour- 
ers itttp his though the. work may prove 

so fatiguing ^nd hazardous, that they are patu^ 

, rally ayofse to it'.*-.; . 

tnborn&cliio than after it; considering^ the befinning of thisebapter, may efUim 
huw little time be had between that and refer to Uie stories hnniedia'u’ly pycecd- 
tlic feast ut (ieiliodtiod, in which interval in^, io the close of thy^ former, from ver 
he dispatched Ins last circuit in Galilee 57, to the ond^or.tM the gepeial i^^r| 0 s oi^ 

To take from those tfawie months, all «^tfrreciordMabo\c,lhoijigh(as Ithiiik*' 
t),e period to be allowed' for their joar- the evaVi^eliet himself strongly inii- 
n('\ and leturii, seems inconvenient. But matek,) opo little hiSUkiy be transposed, 
it IS astonijlnng that Mr.. Le Cicic, and ^ tfii ^itl 'ik»rejj»( iafhemfy Lube 1$ 

• some utbeis, should siippot)ethat1Uiese,in. jtb,e o^y.eyangclist nho'havgivcn ns t^fs 
structions were giicii to lUem inCli/ist’s acCb.unt of Christ’s sending out tlie st- 
jo'iniey to the above-mentioned feast: venty; and it is the less tube wondered 
!'<.>, not to mention the impossibility of at that he should do it so parlirularly, 
h .Iding a discourse with such a number if t^ ancient tiadition be true, which 
ol people on the road, aboutap ai’air of Origen and Kprpbanius have mentioned, 
such importance^ it ib^xprasbiy said, t(^',he was bimself one of t^muinbci. 
John rii, lU, that ho Went dp .to the Whitby's Profile to 

feast of tabernacles privately; this to be highl;^Pj^n^lo, 

utterly inconsistent with his .being a& dna wVhy^nconi^ieicnt with wjhn%the' 
tended null such a tiaii) as seventy, ^ has the ^beginning of bis gospel, 

(according to that ouilior,) cig^tyHl^ * ’J%tt htf^iooic taLour- 

persopsj foic I 4 Clerc sup^RS ttta a/», See.] Luke hci^'ahd Mat- 

twelve wer^ aisp ultb hi|Bi..^L^4diall ^thjsiw ina |MffaUeLpat>sagc, 33;) 

oKewhere givd my reasons, why j ^nse%e w,ord which literally sig- 

pose the "story of the SamaritapS tefus- nihes to f//r«rf Vdf} I was williilgtocx- 
ing him entcrtaiiunehi, (Uidh^ rendY^v presi^thh 'foidcdf it in the vct>ion, 
tJ F.nke ix. 51.^6;) to have happen^ well a>.the paraphrase. (Sec note >< on 
ed lab r than this. (See^ cxxvii. noto Mat. 1 x 4 2S, §[ ixxiii: p. 405 ) — So many 
*.) At [irescnt { would only observe, of the exprfiSl^nb used in thif discoui«>e, 

'‘m‘ the expression, qper theso tkmgSf in are to'' be fotiliia m that to the twclv^, 





88 insthidlons. 

^aectf^ And as for vou, go your it'ory^ wiih all j^he re- ' s c.’o your ways : 
y .Wtation a;.d z<^ youcfvn W'oy in;Jf^ mi- 

nistry , as iijdeea ypu will nfeed u !vU.(or miold, wolves. * 

/,smdyM^tk ds ^ m»m dii^eucekss kfnbs 
Ain t^e^mids^ twemixii md ur\X^ m>kes. Yet ^ Carry neither 
go ooder ihe singular care of DWino^^cr 
Providenc^ aariy not with- you any puyeeloi man bv the way ■ 
.motney, for your p^ovisioiis, 

Any morlB ^wi.th»^.you havenp^^^n your feet ; 

‘^tanstay so pvjicb as to soluJtt^gm wan as you 
-pass by^ him on th wayi\ but let it evidently 
; appear to all who see you^ that yopr thouglits 
'are /ull of the grpai errand op which you go. 

5 i'/nd, in all tht3t^^at|tges o£ your journey, carry. ^Md into what- 


along withyou th(^eV»5vd|ent affections which tPr'eistTv Pel"' 
are so w;cJI suited to the design of your mission : le [o thi^"h('n^(«r' 
into wJiakvdr .howe therefore shall happen 
to coi^ic^ at ymr first €a(m'ioetsayy<< Peace be, up- 
on this house f and pray tliat [irpjijpority and hap- ^ 

6pines8 may attenu the whole family. yJvd if 6 And ,if tiie ‘•oi. 

. <rny‘5onand heir g/'ptfdkiv, dr any truly good man 
■ who is woitbyi>of such blessiiigspi^ ti'ere iit the ii 

house, .yow/' prayer for peace atti^jprobpcrity.shall shall turn to ) ou 
be answercil, and shall pest npo» it ; but if not^ 
it shall hot. be entirely jest* but shall , return up- 
on you, and you shall be the hotter for those kind 
ond friendly sentiments, eycn though the wishes 
they dictate be not exaotly answered. 

7 Jnd when you are entered into any lodgings, , 
emUim i>t the same house #s longas you stay in i';TdrmU?g“ “',"‘1! 
the town, cliecrlully anji contentedly eating and things as tht^y gn.- ; 
drinking what you find with them i torus, on the tho •labour r .. 
one hand, ^/zc common- favourer is wyrlhy g/" • 
his rewardt and therefore you who take so much 
pains to bring them to the greatest blessings, 
have much more righ^ to your cutertaimnent; 
so, pn^be other, it U beifcfi^ yon to be very 

f 

oiem to refer to 'the parap) 
notes there, lor the t>xi>iicaticm uf Iheip 

here. , ' . ’ Haw in^ pass uy, migui perceive xna 

d Abr’ s»Uy to salute w««, as yoo Ihi'ic ^indh were lull of the most iiu 
pass 5 j/ hiisa on a?e i£?(7./ 3 <)ia|p Herd ''did portant business, and that the'^ were 
not intend by th s. to forbid hia disciples earnestly intent on Uie iniincdiate dis- 
• m genemi, nor even aiijpofMSmmiaters, patch of (Compare S King’ iv. 2'' ) 
,a decent use of the customary tbkeiis of ilifs was. the more ndcossary, as tin v 
eiMl respect to otlurs, any more than weiv so much jitralteupd for time, fcee 
he forbids the use of >bc<!|| and purses, above, note ■*. “ 



^ tmlywhile they were employed on thi'. 
^arlienlii‘r message, he requned the lor- 
tjipaidncc of mem, that evfry one wIkj 
th^ pass by, might perceive that 



Hm 


Go -not from house solici; 
t. house. _ 



eat stitch things as are *0'P^ ‘ 
,iet before you : cept' 


.to 



. cat 

us' and niee about the m^ner ^ 4 t:‘ and 
te do not ^ate an ^jimeeessar/ trouble 
. ill the family where yi^ ar^, ot \go 

homd to dHotker^ ni ho|(eof accomtiilodl- 

' tions during, tbo^ahort stay;^a"idib:oitia;|»liacbc' 

8 Aod into what- I repeat* it ;ag^» luto 

— their. StUn^s' to ^ , 

difficulty aiid driijik swh't^vif‘g6^^y^tjet ’ 

9 And heal the sick btfoi'evou : ' Jtid Taijti sut^^ 1 split 1^ vtiur^ ^ . 

r :n““'rht po»<«9^>«k? ^em,«,i.Und,«,erec^e^ - ' 

kingdom of Ood is when I Ooni(nissi.oii ;^u, aM ao,iiow, ^fteal 
come mgh unto you. f/te siis^' fkat atem &, Uud^^ smj untO' ^ 

Tilt k)ng-expect^ king^h rpjwr - 

tiear wm^pu* ther^oi-e prepai^youmlyifes ' . 
thankfiidly.:?ti^lSeeeiile'the bl^sfdK^ of iVurhieli 
are thffs fWlv jeered to you oy the Messiah- 

10 But, Inti what- x^to wmfswsoev cm' ^ mm ani they it) 
“Sy'^enveTou P^rvcrsdy '■ scst th^selv&v^nst .you, and 4 
not,goyourway^out««>^ entertain j^^‘Dor^re^tfd lyournaesaagej, 
nit.i the street*, of uio go (^ut intck^t^ jPhets of it a most 
same.^and^say, , pjj^j,c andjbfehiii manner, Since yon reject soil 
du*.t of your eitjr, gracidUs ^1)6 important a message, we 'cannot 
which cieaveth on but copaidcT yoU' aS^fl^outed by Codj and de- 

a '311^1 certain and tnevitab^ destruction j we 

Sstamhng^^ OUTSclves jfrom all that bc- , 

.sure of tins, that the longs to you; tflid Wtpe^qff' fiisAi our feet, as a 
kingdom of God is testimony against, yott, isen ' the. very dust of 
come mg un o you. ^Jiich ckwuce io us;'^ nevertheless 

know this assitrediy, that the kingdom of God 
is come near uUto you, and iti. the midst of all 
the , calamities which aye to befal you, let ynur 
consciences witness that mercy bath been of- 

1 2 But I say unto yered an^ refused. And I say untjo you, as 12 

loii/i^at iishaU be toyour brethren, TAat in that 

day for Sodom, than day of the fin^ judgment it shall "^yipro to- 
for that city. lerabh even accursed inhabm^ of 

Sodom itself^ that; city, whe^ppvor 

it be founds. ' 

13 Wo unto thee, No%.v)ihifa our LortL w|s thus mentioning 4 :ol 3 '' 

his se^|my dis^les thu wetched c^e of those 

' ' . ' - ' 

* W^€ qg 4/ie very dust your city, kc . } ^raageiy iniffioses it an allusion to those^' ^ 
For the iinportof this solemn action/see d^fts, where, as in what we call pie- ' 
sect. Ixxiv. nnte**, p. '411, from whence » (oe.pffeds fioudres} koviin, uontro-' . s' 

it will appear, that Dr. Edwardses singu- vchnes were . immediately decided, as je ' 
(ar interpretation, v(Edw. on Script. Vol. were, peofiie cotlld 'op^' tho duit^g 
11. p, 189 — 193) is not only foreign, b«| tfieh^sho^s^ 

•■'oatrarv to our Lord’s purpose. Jlo / . ' ’ 



4<) earn ed ih^$e whi^ rtifcted the gospel 

stcB, tteit rejecteft tHe gospel, ho could not forbear ciioTazin. Wo unfo 
xci:*® t^fl^trng that tbrs* was tlic cgBclitiOiT of^aome Jk 

of those cities where. he. himself h^ made the had been done^u• 
most frequontvisits^and the Jongrat abode; he Tyre and sidon, 
f therefore i^piGfjMed the |>athctic *Iaihaeiitation'be 

bail before, taken up for them/ aird^sakl. On had a " rLt ' whih 
diis aoeotn^f e tmfo thee, 0 thou obstiiiate ??orepHii.’d,sittm„^ • 
ihee^ O thoa\mcorri'gible 
JSethtSffi^^i if t}ie xeondm'e whuh have be( ' 
ftvronght in hed been 4me hi Tyre and 
SidoUf degenerate as they were, thty naitfd 
Ime repented long sinch, sitting in mckcluth, 
arid lyhig down iiv tishes,' to express the depth 
440f their jmniiiiatrotf^ancl sofrcf?^. //«/ though n T5..t ii 'ii.tii b. 

* vengeaw'e .h^ low^g siilce been executed upon moro icir .i!)!. i- 
tho/rt, make manifest the anpariiaiity 

of his juisri<;fj, and rt be mors- tolerable n J“‘ 

day of Ills tremendous Jwd^uic'Tir ./'or 'J'yrc 
I6and Siikn than for you. -And ikon, 0 most ua- T) tnd iiu^n, (.v 
gratoful and rebellions Capernaum, n'ho haU whuh .ut 

wtn disttngttisiied frourr all the rest hv niy 
hinges); rcsideliae yi thco^ so'th^ thou lu st (as u> lu ll 
. it w'ci*e) been liffed.vp to heaven in that ivsfiect 
as well as jn niagnifecence, arid.w^^alih, sfmil be 
'brought dowp^ cytiijli At'liJj,and sunk into t)*e 
tleepest and nlost iri^cov^rable rnin, since thou 
, hast heard my gospel only* to despise it. 

And then turning to the seventy dwci|)ks, ii.-i 1 j< 

who. still stonoL around him, he concluded his v,„i,i.e.i-ahi>i( 
instructions to them in .these important words 
^ (to die, same purpose as he before had sjnd to ,indIioihatd\h.j)iMUi 
the apostles', Mat. x. 40, stiet, Ijsxvl) He that drs^vib 'mr. 
heareth you, in the discharge of this your em- 
bassy, heareth we:, amly on the.oiher hand,.Ae 
ihat n^ectethyfHit in like inaniuT icjreleth mo, 

- and he Ihdt rejerfvih nWf rejpeteth him that sent 
me, eren 4)i6 Father him8(d&>*^^ose. crcdpiit mIs 
J ^iicl who will punish tfif^spisci's of the 
gosfjcf, as impious rebel's^ wbt>r^i%sdnie to con. 
temnhis Infinite Majcstyi^liftd provoke his ,d- 
inighty power. / '''\ -Y- 


-r rTci'epcfi;edt.hcp:iili[pti;C‘laiuciiteU.af: mislit uom have ihdr duo iiit'i 

' iVc,] ( uuslttcnng tin; aiTlk'^UoiiAtt' ton- tliusr, who mfglit p.i»s thetti over Urn 
' ‘pc'i' «f o«x Loid, it IS iiu woiwlci Ijc wlu’w tiiey' otfiu+fd bet'otp, iit 

‘should renew hib lair.c'iitAtioa u\6r those JUa} *i. 20—'2+. (SceWt liv.. p. 
•t.nhappy places vl'Cic bo bud so mti 3‘2.*> ) Oil that evenyi impamt'-Ht crea- 
iflUiriv conversed, and Ui.i4;ho sliould tme m bo reads tb8tti,.uiignt know Mtf ;/.i 
do it hi 'iich words .'is tht’sO, so'rffell c.jl- .^n*c/tcc aj k'u tondcmHoiivB is Koit' ip- 
oiilalcd to alarm, and iinpl^ss all that V/orr /«i rw, 

•’loiiM hear or; rood them. Oh that tliry 



JR^ctHns '' 4 ]|f' 

i. ^4 ^ V ^ 

" ■ ^^'iMl^ROVES^T. '• '! _ -' ’ ■ 

*■ So unwilling was the Wessed Jesus to give/oter hik fcm^ dt- 
tempts for mens salvation, he prt^cted thropuj^h 

the country, and sends forth ffth^fnesssn^ei^r^ 
than the Tormcr compony— he renews htt^ to perisfc W 

ing siuners; and hi» lan^htations prer whoJi|,hU|jerWiJ, 

• vrjei'lnl the (OUHscl of God (i0^nsi (^j^v^irii. $p;) 

him 5 lei us lovo tli • souls of tiie^ Mhus fet ul^u^ir&eatc^ eh- '' 
«K‘a\oijr'^ to deliver them j endtMvoitra, which ’Wdhla proi^bly 
i».‘ jmieh ino»,' successful tiido they are^^if these wis% dhd graoi- 
< IIS liroctions of Christ to. his wttnw/m %orh more attentivi^Jy ' 
-.hsen'- 1 l)y those who are honoured wi|b tha^important ofl^e.' 

!,el all ^uchlrast their aireupo?i Godi let thcA cKetn'- 3, 4^- 
fuii)’ 01 .1 ilependcnce on his protection and fevour ; Jet them’' .5 
ciiirv ihout. with them hearls fuU of afPj^i^n for the Wlible htl-7,’8 
inau i 'lco, seckuii^ and prayhigfor of ktl aroiind'them f , 

cticcrrull V confvntmg ihemselvh mth nuch things as they have j. 

\ff<;l). xin } ;) and neither (JursUingtlie grandeurs nor the deli-' 

•.at'ios of li((' with an ea'^er attachment. * ’ , ‘ 

S>»(( forlhj 0 Lord^ such labourets uxta thine siXid'! . 

ani.il. lie them to ahecon.ing vieal Hr itlieir work, Wit deep'slens6 , 
<>i t*.it dreadful - mdemnafion which those 'win. incur »Who, 
s)j th 'i, pour contempt on tlieU: dwiVie ^l/arr^fe, and his'l® 
hr: /, ti Father, m whose name hew|i8jfe»#/ May'^odprc-‘ 

,'ue 'an ^aiinfty Horn that guilt and ruin I' ’^kehing’i^inofii 
f /i>d IS (onic ntpjh unlo ^s, and we iir&i^edup to heaven by our 
pni leges . nniy we not, after all, cast' ^uni'to kell iar wea*l5 ' 
bust* oi tiie.ni ' Imi may divine grace naake sueli'<r way for tlie 
gosjiel info our hearts, that we tenjr c^^tdlally rekhc alt who 
iaidilully proclaim it, and bid them nftltome mthcy^psint tf (he 
Lord! ' '' ' 


SKCT. xovm. 

' ' ^ 


Chrn^t d 
feast t 

yil 1 


^/^FTERth6aetiiiiigs rERjth0th^ihgs, that is^ after heltod mi- 
Jesus walked in ^ raculously fed the five thousand, waited 

the sea to his disciples, apd discoursed with;ibe 
hiultitrfde cPncj^ftln|f^^ bread of life,* < 
for some or traTfilied, as we before 

f - » ' 

* tkw ikiniSf &C.J . Tliu-ic that particul^ nf tkeui, sec’^ 

I have HMJotionedheie, arc the last which «-4’xxxn. • 

had bouciccordud byj[pha. See a more 


'icoiirses with his href hrenJihoUt.kU going WjSk ^ 
iabernaeles, 'and stays time after 
~ 13 . ' ’ ' -: 


iduii ihiL i: 



IjiS (Jalisco yfV/rhfewo<iH- 

,or inen jj^g^uge y,g 


2 Now the Jews 
feast of tabernacles 
was at hand. 


. j .'Mb^keihren urgi^ of taberti^dcs, 

"a^sefvcd, ift, OalHeet and there instfi 
■'iH.'discipiosr W p, \4iJ\ for imiU 

‘^walk orx^ojErversffifairtuiarly 2?* /tS®du,*' b^ause sought to kill him. 
yd more eflpeciall/lifeeir in- 

censed by toe grd^ing famc.w hi& miracles, and ' 
the freedom of his.disotoorses, might y oppor- 
tunity to jto J/wi, ^either by, private 
' tujra^tts assault, or le^b^j^be^s. ;!i ' 

3 And u very noted feast of mt Jfeto^ tyrti^then 
neaiTt which [caVeal tk^mi (g^juher nocks : 

. instituted in commemOt%irion of thei^ dwelling 
‘ iUytehts in t|ie wilde^tei, > and eeiebtated in 
booths erected ^ tharjiurpe^, with great so- 
lemnity and ioyv^(Seei£ev. txin. 3^* ’S' seu.)i * 

3 Thevefore hh brethren fm. near liinsnien in aa’Jd 

Galiletv.*^ thee hhuT oepari hroe, 

• to w wyjiofnT that tmd go into Judea, 

thfdimpksaho Ao m-mh'QfiL ifor.the 
confirmation Of their faitn^tiTOC^e, behold thy that thou doest ; 
miracles^ arid'^wr the mighty works which' thou , 

4 fierj6i'fnest'\i^xQ ; For thiSvetiremerit se6‘ms not . 4 For there is no 

at all toauit the greai preiVh^ims thou art dia- JJJ" an? 

king to a publid and extiradfijinary cliaracterr heTfmspKtVetru^ 
■as- it ;s 'i\dU known that no ’inah w/’/f choose to be known openix , >. 
act any remarkable fn secret 'thit is thou do thrse things 
Itself ' (Imroub, jiVe^hee f t€ be publk'ly k7iowHmdl^^^^^^ 
talked of:*’ if theirefore, .jhou art rejlly the 
promised Messiah"^ and '/ler^mcsf Mae • 

which we so often ;aee at home,* by a divine 
commission, go up to’^^salein, and tbere ^na- 
fii/cst thyself to the peatmen of the world, and 
appear in places of the most public Uoncoursc ; ' 
and thou canst not have a^h’^tier opp^unilj of 
doing it, than at this celebrated least,.- -which 
brings tt^ether so ip^ny, not 'only ftom t^eJaUd 
of Israel ,put from heighUbi^ling epuntriea: This 

t> they^^d , not - out m ana- iiOal friOadabi p and ^ 


and 


For neither, did 

ect, but to niake iafl 

' s 

7Fe vould not iA Judee^, .This ^ Ihrly known to us, who have no concern 
ii^ay be an jnlitnaiionfieijiier thatke-WM '^ic^ tbetn 'Seetiotob, sect ]x;(xiik Vol 
not .at Jerusalem the pwceding paewv^ , 

. or at least made no appearance, « Ihat u himtetf rfAiJnowr lo be publicly 
long abode Uiese.' i[,di9Mii«J»ncd to /.fiotln fktdi talked of.| This seems to be 
'tftiuk the ftirnit-r was tthe ease.— Un- ;|Lyery limdiousa||MlgronRdle8s insinua- 
cluubtedlv, his oiiUssion of. a jjSurney ,iion, a»i# he w^s. actuated by ostenta- 
tluthi'r, at sumc of tl^e great feasts, tioas views ». the contrary to which ap- 
might be Miidieatod by his extraordinary peared bo ovid'ently in the whole of hi'> 
4'huractcr, atul tho'C mtnnatiuii^ heinigbt conduct, that nothing but base envy con id 
Ij-ii'P from hii^rfieavenly Father, of being ' siiggcbt hueb a charge, 
tlispcnscd ttiMi, for reasoiib nor jiaiticu- ^ , . 





Jus bro^hna bclievp in sOl 
III him: , ' 


in som^ upbraid htpfk v^kb/thcisff 

p^^uuon/wliicllie tbqi^ght proper ^o]rfbserire;3<ft5"*i 
/flr,'lg6twitbs%eflding all tlioi^'e^ideni^ he bW^I^; 
iifcn of hi^^ine niis^nj yetn^^' did his mv^, 

wtien jtbby 8^Wihbf4|M^|( no suclr^thnd ^ > 



(> Theft Jesus saia ■ «»(<!> 

iiiiUi them, My time tO Srfteif, or%gO Mp.tO JiSTTOsal^ 

1^ not yet corner ' but f . iilk is 0 lwavi rhddy^ 

^ur time is alway gujoli;^ cirOtiQlfftMkiie in yter.cese IS COBSpaf- 


’* suflb^a in ^pr.cise is coaapa- , 

n The woridcannet rativelyofvory lUtleii^rt^e. .,youvhwn(o7' 
hate you, but me jt reasop lu^ f^ftr anjMnr^|itcJS^ult» m4he^iim^\ 

liab'th, liocause 1 ten- IDlt^ciptes »of ' 

tlfv of It, tliat the ‘'"""7 w 

wiks thereof ftitievU. carnH.sj^cfa^toyi^aflt#ddW ' 

, in youir4<W^>3ialt'imay 

particular opj^tion,; but hates ,• not on 
aoeodjoft of any ^1) action which )' bave commit- /' 
, l^nt beeatm, froni'#r%hal and a de^ > 

§ire of its r^rmation^' / Wy tesHmony 
8 ‘ «o ye up unto c<mcmnn§iifh that its dofids as'h evil. Do youy 8 

this feast. 1 gu IU)t^tb^^refore^;,^<J wbt^never you" 

up yet unto tills feast, ^ihout and acqmesCO 

. ,in what^ r no)v tell y^',,tlp^ I. do mt ,as- f.yc<] go 
up I judge my 

' ' '\ s ' '''JtT* X ' ^ 

^ \eiiJicr did hi brethe^ icIjietdM Wld;fdl well-grounded 1 k^ 

&c.] It is asiunisbing thatthcscmlar ie- 

btions of Christ, who iftiijlt hdvcYindso ' diil’f^\yct].go up toifnsfeotU] The 
many opportunities of seeing t Ho. glories ' «ftdwVii*#y observe, tbdtt iftOjpse the 


luippily laid it (town ae a principle, in ttM'ddigst copies.' And' this, doubt 
ih.it tliG Messiah must ' be a arttes, notr^nhrelyfroniPorphyry’aobjoct- 

Z'M/ice , and fimling this matlL of his miV iitg a^i^t tl^, as a falseJiiM, * 

sum wanting, and seeinyt (mofe strongly qb^tocjjeiwwlias tiiaglit^^ow Hitic 
th.*!!! others, not so mdtnateiy f^ertant ^tB^(fttiiSf^€{if|stia]tityAi«# 
uith him, could do,) his aversion'to imy , ^ej^sentations of inh'iplll^) 

such scheme, they would yield tbtio^liqr hpf|l|||^^ervingtbBt Jeivin.andthei^br 
proofii ; and are, 1 fear, 'on the fhtal ii^ 'in^iH^«iiti1ildbere,who reply td that oli- 
of those whoperiahed, as thon^nds pow jh*^on, do 'iidb^lmMd tbeir answer on his 
do, byopiwsmg hypothesis to ^dl^p the pajgirt»>rong, but-'as they just- 

Dr Sykes on the trutli of Christiai^, ?p. ^^y^'lnight, on ^h^titiiatiou oftr Lied gave 
1 jH, bisYutoudink portly to g;^4n the feast, 

*’I%! imtJd eaiindi hale yow.} TheSe' ^-0»at 
words, gentle as they may appear, ootdhin^ ^<h, 7 -<It is'* l^lonous ti^imony to 'the 
a most aoftil iftsinuttt'sfe, these his '■tihf»|emi#«l «>f out Lord’s eha- 

kinsmen u'em persons gpdnrliodtlkdireiyhy. ranter, that “iKilftunuing aud inveterate an 
t'ain.il views, and thereilire destitute of the, enemy was ibrcod to have recourse to sucii 
' . ' ’ ■ ' ’ e ; 

r 'll. ' ' 








Jems at^ ^tided ti^ hiin. 

, ,Jfr'iv^pst canyeiiicnt of doing it^ w ndtjietfuU Jv my tunew notycfc 

ty coDUy nor do 1 peed to be directed lipyou , 

my cpndj^t, on si|y|j dccjteiofts* w . • 

' Now ie mi saidjkeig>:tlimgk'%jltk , When he had said 

■ 9M?w;,-h^M them to go “P'fjfc#. .'*W!f VS™, 

contmue4 [still] m Galilee dayjj 1^- in oaiiiee. 

lOger : But mjien his inrethtSfK or 

-m bi^if SsrSSl'JnM 

. /eh^l^^jiot^pum'ly,mt\i % attendiWtj|, uj unto Uw feast, not 

^ hc '^bad ,often jdone^J^ in se^et) 'iyp^b, liuta!. it were 

with fi much privacy 

11 , lyie Jam ,thenfi}>rei^Qi^\m\^ iiTheu the Jews 

lisoai, forjUmM of i wi,**^*^ 

>. - ’ /’' <7 .***^^t T^*?* 1 feaM, and said, Where 

kast^ tmi ^^zd, ^at is(^coipe of Jestos, and he ? 

7ekre isi h!! prpvplited bis 

coa)inBvarfto4J,elj^‘;,;^;k 

1 2 >4m thefe was, • in tue And there w»^ 

. muxyimng among the v^kj&iTnkgliim ; mo<sh munnunns a- 
Mlom,aid (as, ley had^^he 

Oor of bis |i% i^e utpoat jrea^p Iq conclndc), Mid,iieisa!;oodn).ii): 

. Surety^' he is .to emioaojtty pious and a gQQ4 
, vm : but eikm^ndpt tbd-fsurpo, of strong pjs* ^ * 
judices, suspected 

thtt cannot be, fcceyta^^ei^s fAe ig-., 

. ftoyant3jft/»MAifi',hjj5^wye^ 

C||[ doing it ,; ,and Mic wispst . part of ‘ mankind 
‘ t§jst see that he at last draw 

■ Ills followers iiitb i%s<^f^otber iroppstori 

bavp lately donCj ' y ' 

n Thus- they, privatek^ ifdl^^ m'^tter ; , »? lfe*l)cit, n. 
howbeitfn^lcne^ that ,t|iQQ||i!i^vburabIy of bitpr 


mean and .Tn^hoja 4 s|/ «iiwb<i^ . JU»d bgA-afaepted tnmself frorq the uo 

k. see Dr ifilllta’this p^ha|)s theex- 

dc Artp Critica, part iii, p, ‘238. i h^hrethren, Wr. 3, 4, may 

fiNeolso Ht io iOiir aw vft an ohvious leasou 

Ldrd might 1!^ vt somc npi^eniliilpee ojf fbr tlie mnsia ithxih, this question ex- 
pnrtlcular datigAv w hvNjf^- prq^ j % undoubtedly Qur Lord used ge- 

<le^ vp< at CHp' ^ neiwy tu^ttood no th^e occasions. See 

iqptntnp^y with' bit VohXp. beet. IxxxiH. notrb. 

awTlherofore impIfOpar. >./ ['^Sunfy^’l' It is posufaie, os our trans- 

i<'h>lpi/Ak^V Ivive suf^iosed, tlmt the word on 

1 lor)k oil this as k-ifem W only an ekjpteUve'^ but to me 

Kument, dipt probable thatiU HO^y qpjl jimpro' 

ikd, canpot (ns nfikt conuneBlPtors suj^xj|^,;p^.|ist foqd^ 
fblate to th^, jSutn^ j' sitiw it is so ^*' ieewdingly tb<f miiUl bwe soine- 
dent, he then ntterj^ sKtH n oume*' tiniest giien it,— should not, I think, 
rowtraia of ' felloviei^ COii^ujfCiA^wl to bp quite 

aeot. xcrii. p. afi. • ■ ^iijsj^nififSq^ »\j«nt'wfbw’ bf' credit anti 

' i U'kireii he'i or whai’cfltt liavp'pte- 'cHflrti^Eer, 'el^nUy. in'^tbe sacred p«n» 
ventorlbj«commgiip-toibei^5t?J iftcmr. men. 



t^sjttksopenippf ypoJce jl|(U ^4^ /peedm 'eoncemni^^^^\ 

• y«rj^<J[rV ru^, amc^ Jthe /m-?; ^vtwa a^ereC^wif^ 
^ jcaliva r>f hW growing famejiahd lo^ed a 
'*vgr^;i»angnaRi ^ye Qn att^t) I6<>k,atiy pec^“v™i 

* ^ '"‘/t ' ' ■' '' 

We see ^ 

u^ithdut the Dkil^ hlra^ng, WMi aocae of raitttims 

of Christ bijpa94^fi b^r wlibn] mosimtifl^atefy ki^wa, ' , 

were not prevailed up^ to helii^ednhm^^ >^lio tb^ can >^90. 
cicr if some reii^ti^, the lnost regnlar and pious 

families? flow Wilch'fflp^ tafnahie which 
is founded On a ctirdial'and obcdient^biV^, wbfch arose 

■ from t\ke bands abduld we watch 

aoainst those cairiidl 

wefe alieiiateJr^boinayfe ■ 

Our lAniy we-seoj, a^TO ?a"|%bdi^r^re‘tQ avo^'j^ 1, 8 

and danger till and'n i^^'enirthaty to en-* 

deax'^our, by all vvi^ihd iitpitg:^r pfeiawttona,>») secure and pre- 
serve ourselves^thafl(ie:ta'ay liaveojMwrifjidt^ki^r^heM 

In the coarsfeofsndh'Servi^’wnteJsic’jejfetJ^fefepcomlfy.if wel 
apfiear under a piirbKc chait'rt^l tQ ttfeet with a variety of re«- 
,‘‘W7v.9.; but let us r^^^mber, /that ife»i"hTOej| went trough tml 
report and good tipottf by some’ii^p^ade^l^ 'a 
by others, and those the ^treater part ofkis'oo«hrpy<men',cOndeiim- 
cd as deceiving tiih pep^. I;^ its'k^aifn ^.<7i^>s/patiently toTito- 
duro such irijuripds^T^tsniem^ tftT^l^.^dea^slUr to behave ’oor- 
selves so, that we may hax^ a tesi^kl^An the oonsciences of 
men, anti in the pre^ce of' GodJihafofter*t^^ eicample ofour 
great Master, in smpUcit^ gidt^^wcmt;i/;nat‘mt^^ 

•kusdom, but by, tf^ grace pf G(d,ipie^^ave.ouY coteoermtioriinilie 
.world; (2 QoV. i. 12.1 TlMpiwiftlbtbawsS^^^ ioi^membrance, 
and the honour arnT te Ward of Qiir ibithful obedienco continue, 
ivhen the niemotfea of those /that reviled os wc perished with 
them. ' 

' •-• ' it' 

^'iS f " -■ ' % 

Christ j gaifi^p pn^dietk tp^,efjhfdm dCiH^ feast g^iabernur 
V6/uh'cateis /ns mim^'^i^^rther urge^ the pi'oofs of his 
Dhi^e misei^c ■^hbnl^h^r’^24. 

/bws VfttiV ' " ^-s JOHN 

QW, ^ut«th> TH^ were lews ^dividod in their senti- 
, \?: m'ei|>ts about :our and though 


' No me, Uiat thought favourably of 
him, ^Tf 3 The reason afterwaids gWen 
renders such a restriction absolutely ne- 


ceiisary. lliose that thought coutcinpti> 
bly,of Chyist, might hive spokt‘11 thcir 
bnmds as freely as they plcasdtt. 



the Jewa 
inarveir«<l, saying, 
Hq# knowcth this 
fhati lctt4‘i>, having 


16 Jnsiis ansnm d 


fjiiey'ii^gerl y infliiired dfter bim;’.tliey Httew ,not trf ,^c feasi, 
/.where to find him/, but now in. thp^vtidk^ Cf 
^ feast of tstbertjichii ibout the thiM or“f<mrth , 
i4. went up to Jerusal^y^ and entered 

, ’ publicly the temple^ and taught ^ the - * 

* who were in vast muitit.udes assemb* 

\B And ine »hws who beSd him wep.\ 

* 'sa^ing^ J^'doee iki's'num un^r^stm 

Othpw comes'he'to be so'ws^aequaiiAi , 

aacred literattire, hs to be aMlbm to expdund nev^r learned 
the ^riptufcs, and appiy hidjstelf tos;^g with 
such gracefulness pnd^^propn^y, hatikfg never 
leaimed these ai^ of ^dfd^^at any^j^Itfce ' of . 

. public educaticm^ . "1-*^ .1 # 

16 ; Jesus answereddf^^iuli'saiS^ Thhrp ia tio 
sdbh retaois'jsdafftinii^^ 

wy doeinne,, or that -wfticti teftdi you,.batiu»t^^ 
is'ffot wtiwfi own i»yeiitiod,‘Oi!^#hil! f^iavia learnt 

* by any €ommo|l« method offnqmry ; hut itiien. ' 
tircty his that dent ’ine, an'd-l learned it by^im* 

1 7 mediate inspiiutrotrfFcm him. ;And if you di^ n if any man » 1I1 

sire *righily • tOAtpiiar 'dnt(y^'e,%videoces ofdt, n!i I’dllcti - 

' you must m^ke.teyouf great^ rare to .mainuhi whXrVt'beoflivd! 
an honest and rdigmus teb^^.; fct if anytene ox whether i bi-oak 
h^ rOsohi^ly determined to observe the dictates ^ 
hfmy licavenJy Katber,: and - /o dQ his will}* 

&ough ever so cojicrary.to t^ impulse of a'eOr- 
nipt.nature, he 

whether doemne be ifitXied, or whether I 
. speak ti of myself; for plain, to an 

honest mind^and theedti^ftp^F^onCe whichki'ek' ' 
atnily .goi^ man. will ihu^S^lbotween the wbh’le . 
system:ofcmy 4 octrrn^,alId'W. 

' ' . ^ ■■. ’’ I'l • ‘ 

a H&’yo <k^-fhts mtirntn^fUti ^ scribes could attain to 
I see no reason to belietfuthiijtQUttord’ by.alaifraf^ education .—Comparo Mark 

vii. Vol. I. p. 251, 

filter. . . - ' 

to dj? hhnilt.] This 
K tttjie tbe iliport of thdse words, 
t« 9n^i(fv»''nv^.^iiruttv. (.See sect, 
liotih*,- WK I. lij[l4*^This impor- 
_ fleenfs,,aa ^ittpresa declara- 

Snap, to *hdm 
> tfie g^oapel ispSi^sea, ttdlllree and own 
( the evidence of ■‘^'W»4ivbia' aatKority ; < 

pid^d '.Tcaaoiiably have 

beCnc^^ii^ed from thdawf^l judgment 

he t^iigl^t the people obt^of tlfOm, with i^tK^cCd off' ttosf. iifhO' p esudie to 
far ^^fatJET majesty -and nobler elo.. ' rejtM t it, > 


adortied his oiscourti«1^^^^,)4a< 
fnop), o>St4i«feraiibcs to' tha-.Wgit 
^^th&h tnostcolebfKi^dfbrJpit 
T^. or shewed any 
sitiona in history, 
evangelists .*have givep no" spi 
of this kind} and it'ia.dertaiQ thai 
; reign .litorature vae\ 1 &ea' in great < 
teilApt atadiag tbe Jei^si^Tbe words 
■ doubtediy .refer tb oiih^tord’a great 
quatnpnice with thetcripbijr^ir'ghd - 
Judioiioi(.i and masterly manbhnih wht. 






y i hisMfe fir a mifack wrougM oAjfhiSisiS^tlh, 

> ^F^rienc^, wtl} beuntobiniiiisteiidof sbc;*!*: 

sp^uljilive argumams^ In, Uie mean’ ftrue you* stci*;, 
eih his^'oin^gSr pbserv^ something,, eiSsit in thfe 
b«t he thi^t seeketh mv of Biy teaching, snScient to conyjnc^ : you vn 

a™ no*^u^ghteJS2 ch’^wwstance, and'Witb.such pretensions, speaks 
niwg IS in bii|t » :,j, divine comnc^ion, will 

goye*o liimself by^yeOalar views;. a- sa^a- 

otous pfi^erver j^soon see seikin^' 

, , his. t^A0bry interest, even uiir^r the most 

s^fTden,Vnigi/dwais : Mti he that in the wbolo"^ of 
‘ hi#:^n$|^ct shew^iic that jhe ike ghty of 
"Gpd, Asm >#^a^bo4^tar^to have 
l^ives great reason tq believe that Ac is true and 
^ 5iB(qi9re,bi^ there isrno 

1 9 Did not Moaeg y4mfeh|^lieV;^'the#ery. reverse of this, 19' ’ 

mve youthelaw,and and yop fOAnn^^hutThnow it itt your own con-^ 
?ih”thr[a^v?' Why science: for let ipe.upon tbis/occasioir call' you 

go ye about to kill to r$flpct uppfi yotfr’pwn condfi(Pt#and’ appeal to . , 

«“* > that ’J^th Ho( Md^^gwen^^ft' the lan^^ and do 

3 W)tt hot eagerly* cobt^tT for. its divine original? 
itnd^et pevkpf '^oti-Qbseroe^the Um which he 
, V hi^ given you* . deny Jtlie cha%e, let me 

retniinl yon ol thatg^tl^ precepty^/rbou sbalt ^ 
‘ ' ntH kitt,” gnd tbenv^ ,yoa> Wherefcre do 

ytaigQ jtjioughan innocent and 

upHght person^wbphn^.c^p^^ bring you a 
most irapodant iT^s¥^,6biij God } 

20 The people an- , Tbis Jcsus stJ^VwiiiiVteference to what he 2a 

swercd and said, ^jjew to be the rSeof^'clesigh of some of his 
Thou hast a deni : wllQ wesl^/^tpn^^tljUjft/plotti^^ his des- 

tru'ctiohr; not aware 

of it, ignptijanUy ms'u)€red and said^ . 

' Surely to talk 

, tlius; dolt thoiii not ^feiy travel fro^ to 

<“ A« mi)i"htc(}usness ot impo^luiw w ^ t^|;,thoiiAbt »mSVttoe V0r»t*l^iTidai^ 
him,) Th^ word a^tiud, in this 0|||ipn- Jui)8<;iies procetdkd from 

tioji to «\>i9nf, niu»t Mguify imp 0 *tMte:,'^«^hGV ^noniA:ipjSV*n: a» many con- 
Yct I think It ihitfiurestwaytotraiwla^ 4^()«rable Greek! Vi^rsplaialydiU See. 
the original words ui ail. their ’ Exsrcit. p..^.41'^3,> But it can 

coatoiit myself wjkh s^ggCsHpg iit^he'.'ii^er, he argued Hj^mhenee that posses., 
paraphrase those bmitationa vlil<:h thS,^siQP and lunacy, al^nniversal,ly synoqy- 
*particular connection rcrjnires. ' iiKius terms. , W&Sn joined together they 

^ Thou art postessed^. and '41str*fcled4 d^!tpsis#y different things j the for- 
So Mime of tl^ni .express it^jrjfobA Jf.,30*’ , iwiV being piit.|{ar .the causv, and the lai- 

. //e Aot!/! a d(rv(7»'a4d u.ffiad.* wfeich,.jplal|i’* ter for tjie 
ly shews (as many have observed,} tlmt “ • , , 



414 .V to circkiiche on 




appeat ioour o 30 itpiiiblicasgjnibli^j,^«o«t?j about to 
i^«cT even bete at and vhg §ms ^odout dr ^ ^ • . 

desk^s io^ictU t/us^'f . . ‘ f;/ '" 

So fipforri nt -to tj!c design ,\vhi(}h kdew 21 Jes«# an^vei c<i 

" • 21W of 4 m hacl of ren^i^ 

against ua«a as a. saij^li-crreakdr,' eidbaittsd yc alt 

had comi^mied tbe dis^^M'mad.i|t'>^ mawet. 

Betbcsd^d carry bis bed oh^ihardiy 
John V. IC, ^ 1 . h p^ 26l4,^tfnst2Jerisdf ui '"'■ 

. gentlest ’ mafui'cr, said / AavH 

aohie tiHicagOj 

and n^OK a//, to ' th^ TCrj dav, ' ^ 

emnt jof ii,^ 1 older lhat'I 

cured to cnrry<ib>ti.,cot|pjb pa rbc sal^^^day.: 

22 y.et a litde couyinoe' y Mpsi^s thnf- 

your cavrl is >Vei#dbit»||E£i^j y^mr sa\e unto jou 
.OwB ^tnoiples; 

' which fQf^tiW9^ o^rcumcLiiD]^^^^ on- io«, but ortbo 

*, finally .1^ msiitution; bad beenf^r- 

inei-ly esjayiAwi riieii^wtfiion of 
bam, and jof mir In&pon^ 

jjjiaay ages belbrej^oi^ wfe^pifn, wbic*n there* 
fore co^d not prb^nly bp s^ered' i% him 
and mi scruple ' 

• on ike Md)batkii$iat4 /rf.irfi^Kpn td'be'tlie^eii^b ^ „ 

a^omhis UM. #,£#«> JUUr Z 

citation of Mases^rJn^ kh,^- '€u*^*nA lj...... 


nte, you 


aokRd^lqge .'^hpWd 

®/AawsQin«,'*tt«ne PgP^W/^ji^SSSw''**** 
narJ^blct worf] It u plai'a 
re r«<«rftd Vd was vrougbt^Ncui 


cejve c'ir<*unh liion, 


l^'wj^blciwwri 
h^re r«<«rftd Vd was wrought: 
a liotf.Wfore - .( 

f jne/ jfou all Smuh 
I hero TuHow Thy< 

, joiiiitig the words J 
this verse* biwausc 
their u^iial sia^ni^^tidA 


“ipa -aniltiB a few otlwr plagos,; and so 
!$(tl£' l^rotiiis takes.it here. Soe pr. Whuby 
ir mild' *oh this pfageij. * 

!^. p/adft-^ , r-^it exq^lwt fiifibeon, juMlv cclebraied 

hd< r Ipwetf jwrjd, hns lati-ly suggested 

MphylacWaha Mss^ Uh 'id tte p^iiugnt on these wuids (uhioh 

tT ' .. Lr.J _•*».. V, it- ... -1 . ^ _ . . , 


„ intrp(iude'‘tti«'iV 
V 1 1, tfJxxxd|n‘ 

^tailed of^fl H)e0 ,k(i^ 
ti anskltors render 
you iiica/?)(iition,'Stc,"i^‘Ad the Icanied' 
’ner ni(.lines to .tbik'^^'SrSidn ; (l ' 
Ubser^' 

J ntn 


ffeft^liilieit-irith 'elsewhere, but ha\e 
.. . . .. the paraphiasc.) as to 

.nnoV;t)>e 'wG*w why our Lord makes this ob- 
" ' ■ If' rtiojrtt rem^Jc, that eircnmcision was ol- 
' dei^Vhaa.ihfttime of MoiCs. Had iJoties 
itlie would probably have or* 
it ¥0 wa to ladke it quadrat o M ith 
' FeVatii||e .to> Uie^striet rest of the 
^tlt'hV'^ut^din^Jt. instituted by n 
could 
left it 
'^hisargumenC 



.'51,; aii^ xiv. 4aj Si^'tnajg?'W«til wili indedil 'infer 'that Tfie j^ict sabbati- 

1 eautpid'niid Sta w^cyeV so^Mj^nd cjlil.t^^iViiot observe^ in tbepatnar- 
I tJiitiK, if jL be retained the begin* i^at \»et it might be a day of ’ 

rung of the next S’Crse, it slionld be len--' extraordinary deTOlloflj which I appro 
deied, As to U.tt mfffti‘r ; which seiise It bend lo be pi'ncd fmo* fJen n ' 



Befleciions on ike meekness we should sheto under reproacL 49 

that tiir law of Moses receive circumcisim on ike sabbath itself: fw/iw] sect. 
:n°“Jre”e aD|Sr« incetised against me, that, by s^«Ki'ng ncra.* 

me, because I have a woKi, 1 hoTje cured a man, who was eniirely 
wade a i^an e^ery disabled, on the sabhath ; as if it was a more 
^ MbbatMay ^ s«rvilW wofk to heal than to wound ? 'or bow do 
ydti imagine that I have not power, when I have 
thus healed him, to m 3 .nifest the perfection of 
the cure, by commanding him to carry his 

‘2*.Tiiiige not ac- couch^' Judge not according prejudi-24 

i°aiam'orbi!tju<?ge meatuiessof my appcavance tends 

iiuiiieou/jiutgimint. to produce; but judge righteous and equitable 
judgment; which if you do, you must neces- 
sarily acknowledge my divine mission to be as 
evident and certain as that of Moses himself, to 
whose precepts you profess so great a regard, 

IMPROVEMENT. 

I.ET US learn of our meek and humble Master, to refer the ho^ Ver. 
7/our of all we know and do, to divine communicated 16> IB"' 

to us, and divine grace working in, and by us; that, seeking the 
filory of God, we may have the surest eviuencp that we arc truly 
his.' I.et us on all Occasions remember^ that integrity and vp- 
rightness will be a certain security to us against danjjerous wm- 
m matters of leligion. If the light wc already have, be 
faithfully improved, we may b'untbly hope, that more will be 
given in '; nor shall we then fail of convincing evidence, that the 
gospel-doctrine IS of God; for the experience of its power on 17 
our heaits will check our passions, and destroy the prejudices 
iliat would prevent the truth from taking place in oiir nnnds. 

Let us receive his doctrine m divine, and hearken unto Christ 
as sent of God ; and whatsoevei; be tbo vile reproaches we tnay 
nieet with Iroin a wicked woricl, and the malicious designs it 
may form against us, let us b© resolute and stedfast in the prac- 
iicc of the duties lie has taught iis^ that fvith well-doing we may\^ 
put to silence the ignorance of holuh men. { I IVt. ii. 1.5.) 

Our Lord was reviled z&ih demoniac and c limatic i but instead 

1* I hfize cured a man enttrel^.'\ Our and English language, has suggested 
irant.l.iii,>n loses much of the emphasis:' another versioa, yet more literal th.n» 
the woids 4xjv etv^fwJtct ufamra lite- this, Ot nny of ibe rest; 1 have made a 
rally signitv, / hate healed, Of made tifgn tound ihrp^ghaul. 
bound, a Tiho/emati. But the autbiguity IThat I hffvUTiot power, when I havt 
in our Engtibh word leholc rendered aueic thus healed him, &c,] So our Tjord hitii- 
a version very^improper. I therefore self states the argmnpnt, in a case near- 
thought it neceesflry e little to vary (he ly reaemblmg thuit (Mat. ix. .5, t!, Vol. 
cupressiui), but the sense ib altogether I, p. ‘2<>();) and m(ght piububly here lu- 
ih<' k^ame: — But, since I publuhed this, tend to insinuate it, Lbougli in an oMk^u : 
j V V aeeuiate critic, both iii tbe Greek ' injniKr. 

M’tL. ir. T. 



.00 arc prc^'udked, as knowing tvhe^'C he tvas. • 

si:rr, , 0 ^ reaving railing for raihnst, he replied in the words of geii- 
tlbnesi’and .sobriety . So let us endeavour to conquer the rude- 
of those we may meet within his cause; that we 

may, 'f possible, remove the prejudices so fatal to those that 
' Y‘ entertain ^eni, and form men to that equitable and impartiat 
24 , which would soon turn all their cavils against Christ 
into adniinition, praise, and obedience. 


i;' 


SECT. C. 

The Jews pass a variety of censures on Chi'ist; and the sanh - 
drinif alarvied by the regard which some expressed tozcards 
him, send officers to seize him; but Christ openly declares 
that their purposes should not immediately take effect, John 
Vll. 25—36 ' . 



JOHN VI!. ' 25. ' 

'^HEN, while our Lord was thus discoursing 
-at the feast of Uheriiacles, some of the in- 
'^^5^ habitants of Jerusalem, who knew more of the 
rvn.25. designs of the sanhedrim than others who had 
spoken before (ver, 20,) saidy Js not this he 
whom they seek an opportunity to put to death? 
r 26 But behold, he is not only come up hither to the 

I feast, but speaks openly and freely in the very 

f tcj^plc itself; aiid they are so far from seizing 

him, that they do not s<> much as say any thing 
to prohibit hm: do the rulers indeed know 
they were mistaken in ' their former censures, 
and are they now persuaded in their conscien- 
27 ces that this is really the M^siah ? But we have 
sufficient reason to conclude, ffiis cannot he the 
ciisc ; for many of us know this man, from whenee 
he is, and arc sure that he uVas born of Josepli's 
wife ; whereas, when the Messiah comes, no man 
will thu.s know i'rom whence he is; for he is to 
be born in a miracuioua way of a virgin,* 


John VTI 25. 
'J’HEN said-ome of 
them (4 .Icnib.i- 
lorii, Is not this he 
whom Ihoy seek to 
kill> 


26 But lo, he sppalv- 
eth boldly and they 
sav nothinjt unto 
him. Dp thpiulris 
know indtrd, th<it 
this IS the leiy 
Chiist ? 


27 Ilowbeit, wo 
know thii man 
whence he is : but 
when Clnist cometh, 
no man knov.eth 
whencp he ' is. 


* He is to be bom in a mirtlcnloiis tha^ the ^otds refer to an expectation 
of a virgin.] It is evident from W'at. ii. ibcyiiad, that he would be bom of a -.n- 
.1, that the rewsappfeliSiidedtheMes- TlsfurthenutiontihichJi stm Mar- 

.siahwasto be at Bethlehem; and /tyrmnitions, that the Viebsiah (.bo aid 
flroin a muUitudli^''of other places, Uiat (dr a while 6« a^ms more mo- 

they knew bewas to be a'descendant of dhrnj and they iriust put a strange intcr- 
Dmid; (compare ler. 42.) 1 know not pretation on Isa. liii. 8 s Mic. v. 2, and 
how therefore to account for their say- ’‘Pftal. cx. 4j to draw any .such consc- 
ing that, 'Jhcji come, no man xai>M qiu-ncc from them, as Dr. Whitby and 
know ufeihic he ts, but by supposing, with Mr, L'EnfiUnt suppuse they did 
^rchbjHhop Tillot^on, (Vyl. II-. p- 4.54.) 



Th4 sanhedrim send qf^cets iq seiie' him, '^1 

‘28 Then cried Je- Then Jesus, though they said this a pti- sec^ 
manner to each other, and imagined that C*;. 
both knew me,^aad he' could not have heard them^a^^^ was 
ye know whence I ing tfi the temple^ and at some distance 

’ come oTjnyseif but ‘ h lo uder voice ,i&an before. 

She that sent me is and Said, Do yt indeed both know me, and hiaw 
true, whom ye know from whence I am 9^ Alas, it is gn'at rashness 
and folly for you to assert it; and whatever you 
may object, yet it is most certain, that I am 
not iome of myself, with vain and false preten< 
ces to a divine inis^idn, nor <^o 1 want any pro- 
per evidences of it: but he who serit me ts true 
to air his promises and predictions,® whom, ne- 
vertheless, with all your bo,asts, ye know not. 

But I know But 1 know him in a most intimate manner ;/br 29 

him ^and hT hath ^ Sprung ftm, him^- by a mysterious and , 
sent’nic.'^ ^ ^ divine generation, in consequence of which 1 
am inhnitely better acquainted with him than 
you, or any mere creatures, can be ; and he hath 
sent me among you, as his Ambassador, on an 
errand of the Jiighest importance. 

30 Then they Then they were so provoked by this claim of 30 
sQi^ht to take him. a divine original^ and by the charge advanced 
h<«ids"oii hull, be- against theiUj as igjDorant of that God in whom ' 
cause his hour was they gloried as so peculiarly their own, that 
not yet come. they sought an opportunity to seize him\ yet 
God impressed their minds in such a manner, 
that no one of th^ would be the first that laid 
hands on him : and they were kept under this 
visible restraint, because his appointed hour of 
suffering was not yet come, but he had farther 
services in life to Jispatcb before he was deli’ 
vered to them. ^ 

j 1 And many of And Want/ of the people were so much affected Si 
the people believed with these (Jiscourses^ that they secret Ij belitved 

«« y'". each otlier, W«e» Mes- ' , 

siuhcomeSfWill U.pe possible he showxa do greater 

Do yvn both know me, and know whence S [gfn ff^m Attn.] I should have chosen 
/ am ’*] So tiishop Chandler would ren- to render veta avh, uti'A Aim, as I did 
dvr these words; (see his Defence, p. tb the llrst edition, to n\ old a tautology; 

334 ,} and it seema necessary, m ordpr but I am sensible on farther retlretion, 
to vindicate the propriety, aud inueeit that I want a sufficient authority for 
the veracity, of the reply , unless with Such a version. .1 Uierefore Hcquicsce 
Reza and Camerarius we suppose it to io our own * but I see no occasion lu 
be spoken ironically. j> vary any thing in the paraphrase, sinco 

« L trae to all his promises and pre- in either sense it suggests so strong a rea- 
diciions) I There seems a reference here son for beheung that Christ hath the 
to tho accomplishment of ‘sdnio of the moat Intiinale knowledge of the Fa- 
htiji/uiic', alicady fulfilled iii him, to- tlici> 

^etlii I With a ehceiful Jailb in what wjs 
> I 1 io oij'i'o. 



fells tjiem he u going where they shall not find him. 

sEt’T. mrmks 'than these which this [Jesiis^ has dm: more mi- 

* c. h/re at Jerusalem, and over the whole country? 

This, howevLT, could not be so |)rj vatcly said, dune > 
but some information of it was sent to tHe Pha~ . 3- The Pharisees 
rhea, who* when tfiey heard that the people Jf^friurmuJcd JZ? 
whispered such things loncerning him, were things concerning 
greatly disidra.sed, and alarmed at it: and the ''ha- 
Pharism ami ili.' Dther tnombem c,f the grand 
sanhedrim, iiarticularlv the cmej priests among to 
whorp them wen* many Jradducees (see Actsiv. 

1,) .sent otjners Ironi thechamberin wdnch they 
lu'ld Liicn conned,^ into* the atjjaccnt court of 
tijc teujiih*. to seize him, as he preached there 
to the mult U tide. 

33 Then Jesus said to them, as soon as they ap- 33 Then su.i lo- 
pnared, Unow the.^esigo OT which some of 
you are come, but'Ood will not permit you with yon, and then 
immediately to execute it; for yet a t gc linto lum that 
while longer / am to continife with you, and 
[then] I am to go again to him that sent me. 

'^'I'And when I am returned to him* I shall be o+ Y.* si.nii seek 
entirely out of your reach; so that you shall and shall m.i 
setkma, ««d wish .that >.u bad mo in your 
power again, hut you shall not find me, and not come 
where I am, or where I shall then, and always 
be, you cannot possibly come: which he said, 
referring to his '>peedy exaltation to the heaven- 
ly world, and to the impotent uiahce with which 
they .should then oppose his triumphant cause. 

But lie was not understood in. that sense; the 
Jezvs therefore who vvere present 

themselves. Whither is he about to go, that we he go,’ that wc ^ 1,^11 
shail not find him? Will he leave Judea, and go ? wiii 

• to the fciiiainders of the holy -seed, who are dis- jj,‘!rfoa"amt.ig VhV 
persed among the Greeks oim other nations? and flentiies, and toatii 
' uill he teach them, or t^e Greeks themselves,^ the ocntiie^ ? 


= From the chamber m which tliey tieM ' 
their council.] Sec sect \jnv. 

V oJ. 1. p. 1 i-i. 

r U'lll he go to the dispericd om>fZ the 
Creeks, and teach the O'lf'cAs^] Ry Creeks 
Ml' are here to uiidcrstatid idolatrous 
CentilcSfBnd u'lt llcUenists, or Jcm» that 
used the (ircck language ; for these were 
the dispcifi^l among them. There is 
therefor^ IT- thinly .a sting in these words 
beyomf s^ttoiMncntators haveobserv- 
i’d. They Tri'iiiiii.'iU;, tlut if he was to go 
mlo ft^^efgn ciMintries, to ad^ch^ him- 


W'lf to the Jews there, wliomightbe snp- 

f »0'.cd not so well inetruetrii as those that 
ived in Judea and at Jerusalem, he 
would pr . be obleto make any proselytes, 
PA en among these; but would be con- 
atraiticdto apply Jumself to the ignorant 
.and stit|>id Ccnttlrs, u> seek disciples 
among them , which lo Ue sore appeared 
to these hauglitit scorners, ono of thi 
most infamous circumstames that could 
be imagined, and nio«.t mconip.atible 
M'lth the charac<' r of the true ssmU 



Rejections on the fatal- lendeiit^ of error, 

even the idolatrous Gentiles, after liiil ‘feeiiijr sEC'fti 
thus rejected by bis own nation at hohie jkuI c, 
3G W"hatOT««Bw<?/ abroad ^ Wluit [ao?’/ of] saytnsr is this which 

^poh n, shall S(ek m, and shall 
n»o, and shall not not pid Hie; and where I avi, ymi^^annot pos- 
fuid me and wh«ie sibly €01)16 Thns they contnnied cavilling at 
words ; yet were so overawed by hb pre- 
sence, that they did not dare lo offer him any 
violence, notwithstanding the commission with 
which some of them came. 


1 i'liu 

not come 


IMlMlOVbMfcNT^ 

So confident is error in its owrt decisions, and-so vain in its Vo 
scir-.ij>plaiises ! 'flicse unhappy people, every way mistaken/-^? 
censiTO their rulers for a supposed credulity, in seeming, as it 
were, to acquiesce in Clihsfs claim to be tlie Messidh; and 
imagined themselves, no doubt, exceeding wise in rejecting 
him, while they blindly took it for granted, hq was the son oj 
Joseph ^ and bad not patience to wait for the authentic tory of 
lib miraculous conception Surely men had need to look well 
lo the force of those arguments, on which they venture their 
.souls hv rejecting the gospel. , 

Our Lord answered their secret reasoning in a manner which 28 
iiiiglit justly have alarmed thein, charging them witli ignorance 
of that God whom thc} pretended to know^ and whom, with a 
])icsinpptuous confidence, they claimed as theirs. And oh, that 
1 ^ may not he found at last, that many who have appeared most 
confident ol their interest in God, neither know him, nor are 
knoxi'u by him f 

The blessed Jesu^. who is the brightness of his glory, and flie2'^ 
ei press image of his Person j hastliecompletest ^vw3x;/c(4>'eof the 
Father. May we he so wise and happy, as to st ek instructions 
from him, that the eyis oj our understandings may be enlighten- 
ed, and the temper of our hearts proportionably regulated, by 
all tlie discoveries of thc Divine Being which lie makes f 

How obstinate and desperately hardened were the hearts of 30, : 
those who, notwitlistiuiding all tlie proofs that Je'ms gave of his 
divine mission, were yet so far from hearkening to him, as to 
seek opportunities to destroy him ! So dangerous and fatal i.', 
the jiri'vaience of error, in such as like not to retain God in 
their knowledge, that they will even venture on thc greatest 
wickedness, when once they are given over to a reprobate mind. 
(Rom. i, 28.)— May God preserve us from a spirit oJ delusion, 
anil fill' us with that xvi'sdoin, that we may know the things belong- 
ing to' our peace ; and being ready to receive the truth in thc 
love of It, may W'c acknowledge and attend to Christ as sent of 
God > 



54 taHi them (0 €6me receive the SpWitfrm him. • 

8«CT.*^/^ IVlay we learn this heavenly wisdom in time, since the hour is 
‘approaching when Christ will be sought in 'vainy and all curre- 
- g. spondence between him and sinners .will be finally cut off I 
^'^JvJierc he is^ they cannot then cmne ; and to, be excluded from, 
him, will af length appear insupportable misery, even to those 
who, with proud folly and fatal self-sufficiency) are now most 
ready to say unto him, Depart from us, for we desint.pot the 
knowledge of thee, or thy ways, (Job xxi. 14.) 

SECT, CL 

Christ invites hu hearers to come and imbibe the spirit from him; 
and by these and other gracious discourses disarms the resolu- 
tion of the officers, who return to the sanhedrim without him , 
where a short debate arises between Nicodemus and his brethren. 
John VII. 37, to the end. 

JOHN VII. 37. •»«»>• S7. 

SECT, cum were the discourses which our Lord <hph,t«iav, thai 
made to the people, in the presence of those feast, jesus ati'i 
'who were sent hy the sanhednm to seize him ; cnod, say n,-, it pi- ' 
happened in the eighth and last day, 

’ that great [day] of the feast of tabernacles, 
when, according to the institution of Moses, 

(Lev. xxiii. 34, 36; Nmiib. 'xxix. 36,) there 
was to be an holy convocation, attended with 
some extraordinary sacrifices. Now, on this 
day, when it was customary for the priests to 
surround the altar with their palm-branches, and 
to pour out water in the temple, as an expres- 
sion of the general desire of the Messiah's ap- 
pearance, and the pouring forth of the Spirit by 
him,® Jesus stood on an eminence, that be might 
be the better heard and seen, and proclaimed with 
aloud voice, saying, Jfany man thirst, that is, 
if he ardently desire true happiness, and long 
for the blessings promised under the admini- 


» When it was customary for the pi tests 
to pour out water, A'r. ] That theie was 
a custom on this day of drawing; wattr 
out of the fountain of .'^iloain, aud pour- 
ing it out before the Uird m the temple, 
at the tune of cveniiig eaouficu; and 
that the priest who did it stood on some 
eminence/ the Jewish Rabbics unani- 
mously assure 113. (See Keland’s Anliq. 
)leb part iv. cap. C, ^ 6 ) Some think 


it vras ii.'onded to supplicMlc llic former 
ram ; but the context luchnes me iniicfi 
rathert ibtlicie those JcMiish writ CMS, pi Q- 
duced by l>r Lightfoot pii hib Hor. ileb, 
on this place), who say it \.'as meant as 
a way of invoking the diiiue mnuencfir* 
pf the blessed Spirit, and as a mark et 
their dchire of having it poured out up- 
on them. See Tremellius's excelleiii 
note on this text. 



The peop^e^e divided in their senimeitiK^lfM him*' ^ ^^4 

coipe unto me, stration of the .Messiiab, let him come JiTUo me seci^. 
ijy faith, and drinks fill;' for I a;n most 
freely to couiiuunicnte ev^sry needful 
an^ particularly those supplies of'- the Spitif vir. s^ 
' 58 H, you |)rol^ .0 cafnestly to del^e. (Con. 38 

Hh on me. as the I>ara Isa. Iv. 1.) Por A«r that truly oelievcth on 
scnptur« (lath said, m«ti US the scripture hath in many places said 

out ot his hell v shall promised,** shaUrcceive th<}se supplies in 
flow rivers of liviiiff * / , l . i in i 

,,,atcr. SO u,rcat; an aluindance, that he snail not only 

be rel'iv^lied himself, bur out of his belly, or 
♦ from within him,*^ shalfflow vital streams, and as 
it were, rkers of living uhifcr, for the refresh* 

-Q I • V ment and comfort of others. 
heofthtSpiiiMviiich ^his, which was true in a more extcn*39 

tht'j that (leiKjte on sive sensCy, he peculiarly spake oj the Spirit, 
him .should recoil e- (hey who believed oti hitp should receive, 
ii^a ^not yet ****^ whicli somc of them should also be enabled 
in'( luac thill icsus to communicate to others. But it was not then 
»a' not yet gloriii- gonerdlly imder'^tood ;f or the Jjfoly Spirit wus HOt 
yet m tliat extraordinary manner, because 

Jesus not yet glorified; and it was the w'lst; 
and gracious purpose of God to send him down 
on ihe church, after the a.scension of Jtsus, as 
a tnumpihant Conqueror, into ins KatliLu’s pre- 
.sence. (See Eph. iv. 7 — 12; John xvi. 7 ; and 
Acts ii. 33.) 

1. 0 many of the people, when they heard this 

^vilcu tiicy heard gracious saying, which was indeed a more free 

•.mne;, sud. ni a ilcclaratioii and profession than he commonly 
tniih tiusu. the pro- j^adc, said, Siirely this [mani u at least a pro- 
phet,^ and probably comes to introduce the 


!> rh the seriplurf hath lu many places 
\anl and proiiu vd ] Clirysnstuin, and 
after liiiii, mriny other emmeiit iriucs, 
rcf( r this to the former clause, .iiid uq- 
d<‘ist.'ind It ab if be h<ad said, He that hath 
that lait/i in mcviknh Iheunptiireiequiras- 
(see Cjbtciho, Zegerii.s, Jac. iJappelliu,, 
111 loc ) And thus they avoid Uic diffi 
cully w lu( h arises from our not finding 
the following ivords in soiipture. — But 
it seems much rnoro n.atural, with Gro- 
tuis, to suppose, that here is a general 
reference to the sever.il prophecies 
which refer to the effusion of the Spirit 
by t'le Messiah under the similitude of 
pouring outw.ater; and accordingly 1 
hiu.' paraphrased the words in that view 
•f the connection. See Isa. In. l.'y; 
\liv. '3, liiij. 11 , and Joel li 2B. 

« Out of hf, helly, or from witlim him.^ 
'/'hi' belly i, fictpicully put for the mirui 


or heart. Compare Job xv. ‘J.'i; xx. 20, 
and Pruv. xx, ‘27, 30. — It somctinnjb hig- 
niheb, in a more gencijl \\.iy, the in- 
ward part of a thing, (1 Kings vii '20 ‘ 
xl>. 40.) and may peihaf>s have 
some allusion liere to the prominency 
that capacious golden i asc from which 
the water was now poured out lu.al.ngt* 
stream. 

* This he spate of the Spittl ] ft is 
strange that, when the ciangclisl has 
thus plainly cominented on fuse woids 
of Christ a late eminent writei should 
venture to ailvanee a diifcrcnt interpre- 
tation, and explain them db spoken of 
the dociriHf of the popel 

** .Vine/' this man n > prophet.] As the 
article is prefixed, (t might seciu natural 
to render it the p'ophct were it not after- 
wardb disliugviibhed from Uh- i'kud. On 
this account I conclude that here, as al- 



. 56 ' T^e ojtcer^ admire his preaching, and rdimU without him. 

,sEciE- Messiah. - And Nay, certain- others »ai«J, 

C'^ly the Messiah liimsfelf; but •" o|.po»iOon to 
TT^^this, some objected, ?n\dsaid, shall the Messiahy thr.si come out of 
. when he appears, come out of Galilee ^ as we 
' 4,0 know this Jesus of Nazareth does? Hath not 
s' the scripture said, cx|iressly, That the St Mmeihof th^ 
siah IS to come Jmn the seed of David f flwrf seed of- jDavid, and 
. hath it not also added, that he is to arise from 

the town of Bethlehem Judali, where David ^ 

was [/7firn,J and which was the ancient seat of 
his family ? (Compare Jsa. xi. 1, and Mic. v. 2.) 

ITjAnd ///Mi' they were divided in their sentiments, 4'') So there «a> 
and there zrasa warm dhsensioid among thepeo- a division amouo: tin- 
pie on his acemnt. . people ,.l 

Anti the officers also, who bail been sent to 4. Ami some of 
apprehend him, weyeat a loss what they should them wonid hate \a- 
{\o^ and some ot them would have seized him; him;buiiioni:m 
out Struck With the regard which several ot the 
people expressed Cowards hint, and, above all, 
impressed by the dignity and wetness of his 
discourses, and die secret hand of heaven 
which wrought for his deliverance, they were 
so far restrained, that no man laid hands on him. 

4 3 Then the offu ers came back to the ch kf priests 4/, 7 1,1.,, ^ m,,,, ; 

and the Pharisees ^ without accomplislnng the offuen. to Uu- ohicf 
purpose for which they were sent: and '^hen 
the sanhedrim perceived they had not exeent- uilu> ^h^'m, 
ed their commission, they said unto theniy Why h.i\o yc uot ir m'At 
have ye not brought hint with you as your pri' 
soner, according to die orders you received 
from, us ^ 

46 The officer.^ replied j wc could not find in our 46'ni.’onK-i^ati 
hearts to attempt it; for surely no man living sw<mJ Nevir mdu 
ever spake in so engaging and irfe^iitiblc a man- ^ ' 

ncr as this man doth,^ and had you heard him 


so John i, 21, 5 vpy-f»]lni signifus only a 
prophet, that is, oii< of rh6 nticient pro.- 
pluls rcMvetl. Sec scot. x\. note*, 
Vol. 1. p. 1 : 3 . 

^ .1 loarm dti\rnfwrt 1 So T apprehend 
the word lyttrixn alwavs sifrc.ooh And 
thus the tioid svhism, whn'U is just th« 
same, (with an Inglish t( rmiuation,} 
expresses not inerclv nor nrcessanly, 
a separation Irom rarh otljcr, but an an- 
piy debate, abctlu i it be, oi benot, at- 
tended with separation. 

S ever spake as this mnn doth.] 

riutaf^H nienttuiis it ns a nivnuirabli' 
proof of the cxtraoidinarv cloqjjencc f t 
Mrtrk Antofiy, nhen Manus sent sol- 


diers U> kill him, Ihct when he 
WaiftiTnoS’nti Tsv ■'y.tiiht, to ptrnU tot hi\ 
Lfe, he ilisaitned their re oli.tioti, and 
incited them into tears, (iMotarih \ii. 
p 4')1 ) flut these officcis aic thus vaii- 
fpiished, muielvln lieaiing Chiist’s gia- 
cious discourses to the people, which is 
.1 circumstance much more rrmarkalilc, 
'I'hcv rotiitn in ft kind of arnSze, aiid, 
uistcad of seizing him as thnr pnsontr, 
01 making a laboured apoiugy for then 
failorc, only break out into a pjtheO. 
CYtiumation, tbatwowfin Oi fhe u'lirltt t 
strike like him. It ts a reflection which 
I hope we often make, as we read In 
disi ourfC'- 



The Pharisees angry, but Nitademus stands up for him. 


'57' 


47 Then answered 
tliom the Pharibees, 
-Ana ye also deceiv- 
ed » 


48 Have aty of 
fhc rulei'k, crir'oT the 
flunsccs, he1ic\cd 
'III hiui' 


4i> Itut this people 
who knoweth not the 
law, arc oursi d 


^XJ.Nirndcmnscaith 
unto them, (1 th»it 
<.aini‘ to J(Ni I); 
rnjhl, c of 

tiictu,) 

1 Doth our law 
lie anv lan b<‘- 
' it lu ai lijiu, .lud 


yourselves, it must have disarmed yotir fcsetit- 
ment against him. . sect: 

Then the Pharisees, far from being softened 
by the account they gave them, answered them 
in a scornful and upbraiding way, What, are vS! 47 
yoM also deceived by his artful and pojiular ad- 
dress^ Surely you cannot be so weak as to be 
thus infatuated^ Pray consider the conduct of 4S 
those who are most capable of judging of this 
point: have any of the rulers believed on him, 
or [any\ oj tht Phamees of a more privatesta- 
tioii?** Yetyuu know these are most eminent 
for their acquaintance with religion, and are the 
most authentic interpreters of the sacred writ- 
ings in winch it is contained : But this wretched 49 
herd of people, who are so enchanted with him, 
know and regard any thing of the true nu an- 
ing of the law, and, it is easy to be seen, arc 
cursed with a judicial blindness, and given up 
to the most absurd and fatal mistake.* 

Upon this, N^kodernus, whom we before have . 5(7 
mentioned as the person who came to [Jesus] 
by niff hi, (.see John lii. i, K seq. Vol. I. p. 

147 ;) hciiiff both a ruler and a Phari'jce, and Mt- 
ting ill tlie sanhedrim as one of them, took so 
much courage, that he said to them, Doth oayhX 
law, which you boast so much aetjuaintance 
with,*' judge and condemn any man btjorc the 
magistrate appointed to execute it summon 
him into his presence, that lie may hear from 
him nhat he bath to say in his own defence. 


*’ ffavn any of the tulers /icUevcil on him, 
•)! !mv o! On’ /Vwi/wft'ji 1 Cannot think, 
with Ciotiut,, that thib i& any intimation, 
;]iat, if Uhtg wcu nny of the (Ueat 
Council \vln) had favourable 1 bought', of 
Jesu^, they were the Saddueces. The 
interpictdiion of the parapluase la much 
vasiei I’liere is no reason to believe 
any of the Saddueecs were inclined to 
receoe Iho gospel; and if the Pharisees 
had sei'retly suspe'tcd them of ciich ati 
inclination, they would hardly'haie .al* 
Irontcd them by such an insinuation in 
this grind assembly, considering the higi\ 
rank in « hich many of that sect were. 

‘ 'I fits people viiio kn,>u; not the laiCy a e 
f’irseif ] f see no ground to think, with 
liiotius, that this refers to Deut xxvn., 
■J'l, ami IS built on a supposition, that 
tlio igumancc of the populace must j1- 


ways expose tliem to a curse. It ratlit i 
intimatis an apprehension, that (lud had 
given them up to .1 spirit ot latal iiif.i- 
tuation. — Instaiiees of their conuuipt ol 
the conimon piople may be sf*eri in 
LighU’uot, (llor llfhr. in loc ) and \ i- 
U'ioga, (Observ. Sacr. lib. in. cap. -, i). 
498.) 

•> hoik our InxL, wlncii you boast so 
much aoipiaintanec with.] Soft as these 
winds -icem, there is a severe, ding in 
them , and they in dlect .lUiomit lo a 
chaige, that while they piofcssed such 
a knowledge of the law, and zeal for ii, 
they either kuew not. oi regaided ncu. 
some ol Its pl.'unest picecpts, ,uul wci< 
e\eii unnnmif'iil of those which, .as they 
weie a tmiit of iudicatinc, wne tlie.i 
peculiar coneeiii 



jS , c JSg/ftfc/iiww m the excellence of the zmnix of Christ. 

*4 

^101- and know from credible witnessess, what he hath know what ho doth? 
to deserve punishment? (See Deut. xvii, 8 
— 1 1, and xix. 15, U, seq. 

Vll*^'?2 entering farther into the 52 They answered 

••’ argument, amrxered him only by if a Art(*o^ 

slight and supcrHcial manner, What art thou iji^e ? search, and 

thyself also of Galilee^ that thou favourest the looivj^sfor out of Ga- 

pretences of this contemptible Galilean ? Search “o ?«>- 

a little farther into the matter, and thou wilt*^ 

soon sec the unreasonableness of doing it ;/br it 

IS notoiious, even to a proverb, that no prophet 

is raised up from Galilee nor will God ever 

honour that contemptible country with such a 

production. 

5:5 yfndj having said this, they would not wait 55ande>ei> man 
for a reply, but immediately broke up the 
court; and so every one went away to his own ^ 
house. 


IMPROVEMFNT. 

Ver. 37 WiTii what delight and thankfulness should wc hear this gra- 
cious proilamation of Christy winch he now made in the Unijdt , 
and a while after repeated from the throne of Ins glory ! Ij a ui 
man (hirst, let him come unto me, and drink ; yea, whosoi lei 
Willy let him take of the icatcr of life jrcely; (llev. xxn. 17 ) 
, Blessed Jesus, had wc been allowed to have prescribed to thee 
a form of words, in which thy kind purposes towards u^- should 
have been expressed, what could we have invented more pathe- 
tic, more condescending, or more reviving — May we thir;>t 
for the blessings of thy grace, and in tlio confidence oHjaith aj)- 
39 ply unto thee tor them; and particularly for these communica- 
tions of thy Spirit, which are so highly excellent and desirable, 
and indeed so necessary for us! Supply us with them, we in- 
treiit iliec, in so rich an abundance, that we, in our different 
spheres, mav '•upply others, and from us there may flow rivers 
living water ^ 

4U Well might such gracious words as these disarm the inge of 
I'liemies and persecutors. Let us add oUr testimony to theirs, 
and say, Xever man spake as Jesus speaks. Let us hear him 

I Vh pinplut IS rawd 'ip frotfi Catilee.] Ah would ratlif’r hai e quoted tlic to\t w hu h 
it is pi.un thdt .loiiah, .iiid ptohable that montiuns Mothlohein as tho birth-pUcc' 
^<lhum also, was a (Galilean, v^iir Norton of the Me iiah. The answer must thuo- 
Kiiatohbull, and others, who irnaginotbat fore, be acknowledged tol)excry mean 
these rnlcis cio.ld uoi be ignorant of axid trilling, and the abrupt manner in 
tint, suppose that vpa^ptihi; heic signifies which the .issenihly was bn>kc up, set no 
tht^virreat I*ro)»het, fir Messiah. But pro- to intimate tbcir conscioiibinjss that ■ 
baj&ly', had this been their meaning, they would not bear exaiiiiiiation. 



He goes to the mo<^ (if OlmS)(nd return ear^ to 

with calm, and thankful attention, while his voice still sounds, in seci:. 
hissyord. Happy are those that know thejo^al sound ! (Psal. c** 
Ixxxix. 15.) The Pharisees, deaf adders, stopped their ears 
■ against the voice of the. Charmer ; and, while they proudly 
sured the populace as a brutal herd, and gloried in theJf own su- * 
pcrior rejected the counsel of (M: rashly judging wdih- 

out serioo&,.inx}uiry^,atitl Weakly borne down by vulgar senseless * 
prejudices! mmes and which is all the senate of /j-51, 52 
rael opposes fo the solid argument of Nicodemus / That good 
man, already considerably improved by his interview with Jesus, 
was undoubtedly confirmed in his adherence to him, by observ- 
ing the methods of their opposition : and where magistrates arm 
their authority to overbear argument, they will probably, in the 5 3 
judgment of impartial men, produce a suspicion, at least, that 
they know their cause to be incapable of a rational defence. 

SECT. ClI. 

Christ, having spent the night in retirement, returns to the 
temple, where an adulteress is brought before hm; but he «- 
voids giving judgment in her case, and turns the coyiscitnces 
(f his enemies on themselves, John V III. l — 1 1 . 

JOHN VfU. 1. JOHN VIIl. 1. 

jisis wont unto nPHUS the Pharisees debated the case, and in sf.( r. 

such dissension their assembly broke up; fii. 
but choosing to retire in the evening, 

that he might by secret converse with his hea 
venly Father be animated to all the labo6rsand 
dangers before him, went up to a mountain in 
the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, which lay to 
the east of the city, on the other side of the 
brook Cedron, ana is well known by the name 
of the Mount of Olives, where he spent the 
night in meditation and prayer. 

2 .\nd early in ii)e that his retirement might not break in 2 

r2"m!ul!h«“'mplei “P™ Opportunity of public service, ivhifh 
and all tiie ijcopie the present concourse of people gave him, he 
came unio luin, and returned to the temple early in the morning ; 

and all the people who came to worship there be- 
fore they returned to their respective habita- 
tions in the country (the feast being now ended) 
flocked around him to receive iiis instructions ; 
and, such was bis courage and zeal, notwith- 
standing the late conspiracy which had been 



7vom&k caught in the ad of adultery is brought before him. 

forrnc‘<l against liinn, that, sifting down in one 
<)l dll' <‘Ioisters, he insfructed them as freely as 


.pn* 

'ShT done. 

Vtfi. 's And, while he was engaged in this exercise, 
the acvihes and Pharisees brought to him a 
7fian Nvho luKi juiit hecn taben in the commissipn 
' of aduflery,’^ iiaving l)cen unhappdy betrayed 
into :t auioiig those intemperances which too 
often attend public feasts ; and, as the court of 
judicatuie, befoa' whom she should have been 
tried, wiis not yet assembled, f hey took that op- 
porfumi) ot laying a snare for Jesus, by setting 
her before him, in the midst of the people who 
; were attiMiding his discourse. And, as if they 
weii‘ desirous of information fiom him, theij 
ciattily said unto him, Master^ as thpu profes- 
.sest thyself an extraordinary Tcaclicr, we de- 
sire thou wouldest ptonounce thy judgment on 
this case ; here is a woman w’bo zeas taken in 
hr very act oj adultery : Kow Moses in the 
taw has commanded us, that such infamous rw>- 
mcn should be sStoned,^^ (Lev. xx. 10, and Dout. 
XX. 22 ;) but, as thou takest upon ttiec either to 
supersede many of his precepts, or to inierprta 


besat doirn amt taii^lit 


And th« scniios 
and Pharisi't's brought 
unto turn a uonia. 
taken in adullcry 
aiKl/,«^eti they had 
set in the midst. 


'i'hcy 'iij iiuf« 
turn, M'i'-tfr Ihi-'WO- 
man Mas lakt'ii in .i> 
diiltny, in t \orv 
act: 


'i Non 

the law rointn bd 
IIS that mkIi < iild 


® Brov^ht U* him a a oman iahen tu adul- 
jtitry.] It IS >\(ll known th.it this story 
is -n .lilting III th(' S\riao version, .'tswcil 
as III the Alcsiindiian .Wld Jhidieuin co* 
pie <, and indeed in most of the oldest ina- 
nns>’ri})ts , winch < iig aged Bes^a to ques- 
tioii, .iiid t'kre, with many oihcis,to 
riyt'it ils authoiitv. But i .icqnicscc 
ill tbd reasoning of the learned Or Mill, 
to wiiotH'l refer the rwder for the argu- 
ments to pro\ p It avlheniic ; the critical 
evamination ol these matters lying quite 
out id'thi' -.phere ot mv present design. 
A mi 'taken apprehension that some cir. 
cumstaru es m the story wei-e ludeccftt, 
and an eN<’c><snc iigt'iir with respect to 
tlmsi* who had l.illeii int this truly dctes- 
tnlilc enine, might perhaps be ilie ocra^ion 
of this omiosion, ifit was not .iCLidentalm 
•SOUK' eailv copies F-ia'.m is conjtetores 
It might he added hj St. John, alter some 
copies of his gospel bail been taken; 
.»nd (.•rutnis, Oiat some who hcaid the 
ptoiy fioin the apostle'ii mouth lecorded 
it wijii ihi' .ippiiihation of Papias, and 
bth^ eniineiit persons iii the cliHich, — 
Ifh^ notice tint I'usclnus, ^ Kecks. Hist, 
lib. iii cap. nit.), .Jciom, (adv. PcJ.ig. 
iib II. cap r>), ai’d anc.i'Ht wiUcjN. 
bale taken ot the duhioiisuc/<<i of this 
passage, With a tew ollic. iiisUiiccs «'f 


the like nature, slicws that f ritical ex- 
actness with which they es.i rnwi d into 
tlie genuiiioQe.ss of the se\ ei al p. i ts id the 
New Testament, and so, on thi wJiolc, 
strenjtthens the e\idenceof t hi iss unites , 
winch (as I have shewn at large in the 
ninth of tny Ten Sermons) js so inscpj- 
rablv connected with tlit gt uiiinciic ss 
and puiiiy of the New 'J estaiiu ut 

Such i^o/aen »houl I be shined | II lliey 
spoke accu»1»Jy, this must have been a 
Woman who bad been betrolliLd to a lius- 
baud aud had been guilty ui thus infa- 
mous ciimo- beiurc the maniagc was 
coti'plcted ; foi suihonh aie c\jmsbly 
Condemned to be stmid. (Dent. xxii. 
'I'l — ) 'I he Jewish writcis icll m., 
that when (as m the ease of other udul- 
tciiiH,, oniy death in gciicial was de- 
nounced, w'uhoui specityiiig the particu- 
lar kind of It, ^tiunji.!a. was to he uscil. 
f'ustom indeed. (as tirotiua ob‘.er\fc'.,) 
might have introduced su unit in all these 
cases; (cornp.ire K/ek. xm, 38, •kO;) >ct 
tlwt wonifl not lustify what thev hen. 
SSI’. But our Ixii d'' -.pint was too iiohh- 
to take the .adiantagc- of sucli a slip, it 
it was a iiiislaki he h.id a much gicati r 
uew, and '•ilcucrd them in a i.n m .t. 
illVcttial manner. 



lie bid& the guiltless persm thma tfie first sfme Mfier. Si , 

ha stond, imt what them ill a ver}' siQgOlar manner, we would be sect. 
Mvest thou? thy £jj.teroiinati»>n in an, affair of so cn- 

Cfreat i m portance ; what therefore dost thou say ? 

6 This they said they Said tempting kim^ thaty whicii way 

hymi^htTave^'tu should determine, they might have an 

.Wuse him.- opportunity to accuse him ; either tp the Jewish 
rulers, if he acquitted !>uch a criminal ; or to 
th$ Homans, if he ventured, though on tlic au- 
thority of the law, to pronounce V capital sen- 
tence against her, which he had no authority 
ftiim the Romans to do,'’ and which the Jewish 
rulers themselves had at present no power to ex- 
ecute. (Compare John i i .) 

— ijutJfMjs stoopd something 

d'inn, and witii A» groiml with hU fingei\^ choosing (as it 
noi.nd, a« though he were) to spoaK to tboin by that action, rather 
heard them not. than by wofds. But US ihey^ thmking that they 

7 s.. when they advantage, continued askinsl 

).rhftMphinu.elt,and hm With greater importunity, Ac 

sui unio them, lie iipj undy Without iTepIyiiig directly to their do, 
ti.a. i> without in a. i^jand, Only said t^thenu Let him of you that 
cq-,t .1 sU/Iie at Without siiiy in llMs or any other respect, pur- 

sue the prosecution, and throw the first fatal 
stone at her^ when shp^ is condciuncd :* (com- 


' ]o wcuse hm — (0 the Ronijnc, if he 
AHiti.nd, C^f.l U IS »ery (Hilfiit that 
th' Jt'W'j'.li harihedimi sat by licence Irani 
tiu' Uriin.Hi gmcnior; and though they 
had ;i ri^^i t to irv (‘a|)iUl causes, it was 
m-LCS'.ai y {n> it seerns from pashages eUc- 
uh< If t'MimiVdJ that the sentence they 
slioiild he ret'ogni?ed and allowcil 
hy the lloniaii'' biforo it Cuuld be carnetl 
into f\fciitiun. (See sect, clxxwi note®, 
on Mat.*xxMi. 2, and i>ecC.<!lMx\iii 
iioifi', on .lolm MX. 10.) ';lFor Clirixt 
ilifr(‘fure to ha^c iimlcrtikon* th#* dcoisiwi 
I f tins fasc, would i/(«) fado ha\ e reiKltTed 
!)iin ohooxi'tus to the Kuitians, M well as 
to the baiiliiduin : and liad he TOiidciimed 
her, a new i^i’casuiu of yfrciice must Iiavc 
arisen, in con'-ctjucna* of that— to Pilate, 
il execution had been ordi red without an 
applnatidii to him, — and to the Jews, If 
Chri‘-t had diiected an 'h an ajipIicaHon to 
be nude. 8u (hat the uiaie here v.a.^ much 
the same with that aftcrwaids laid for 
^ him, (Matt* xxii.” 17 — 22, sect, cliv.) in 
* (he question about tlie lawftilncss of |Tay- 
ine MhutP 

<* h re/.- on the s^oinul tsiih hi Ji'niifr.] 
Tlic follow mg wor<lf, /jii ■7rpocr''ojw,u.y(^, 


as lhout;h he heard them not, or (as I would 
render them,) as not re^arduit' them, are 
wADtitogin the most caluahh jri<uiii-cripK , 
Pr. Mill therefore, 1 think iieily, omiti, 
them, as several other ]>iiritcd editions of 
the Gn-ek Testament do Wire tlx } . 1 ;!- 
mitt^l, they would cut oil m-tst i-f the 
tonjc' tares which jearncfl mcnliaxi .uhaii 
ced as to ikhut ChnH '*n.ic ; a qui:stion 
which it is impossiblefor us to di tCTniine, 
and which we ha^c no need at all td 1 k‘ so 
hcitousaboiit. 1 am mchned tothiok iliere 
w'lte a language in the actm itvlf, euhci 
to intimate that these hsixi'iitjcdl I'Iku. 
secs should be thenitthes (as the pi’mihet 
^itpTCsses It, Jer. xui. 13,) written in tin 
earth, or that they weie to attend to what 
was trritteii: bur lean detcirniur nothing, 
and niiist say with a grixit critic on ilusc 
wurds, Xereire velfe, qurr Ma^nlei oplmias 
ne^arenos lulf, trvdtla tnsciUa at “ 'jo 
** be willing to continue ignorant of w lint 
“ our great Master ha-* thought i!t to 
** conceal, is no incousidciablc luirt of 
“^Christian ioaruing.’' 

- * f.el hm of you that a anthont nn, th'Olo 
the fint stove at Acr.] Le ( lire makes 
the sup^ioscd impiopncty of tins leply a 



6® , 5FS(^ dl retire') and xvomdn sin n^ mdre. 

< 

pare Dout. xvii. 7.) thus prudently avoiding a 
' decision of the case, and leading them to reflect 

^ou their own guilt. And stooping down again, * Ami again he 

wi's fr°l‘ 1” S\ound, as he bad dene before, 
ana left them to their own reneciions. 


9 But having heard [Aw answer], and being, by 9 And they nhiot 
a secret energy which went along with the' wdfd S “wn 

of Jpsus, in a very awful and powerful manner, coSSte, went out 
convicted in their consciences of their own per- oiiebyone,begiiiniug 
sonal and aggravated guilt, they were ashamed 
even to look each other m the face •, and so was left alone, and 
went out one by onti beginning from the eldest,^ the woman suiiding 
whose age and office tended to increase their *“ 
sliaine and remorse ; and the impression passed 
even to the last, or the youngest and meanest of 
thorn. And Jesus was left alone by all the ac- 
cusers, and the woman standingin the midst 
the crowd, with which he had been surrounded 
before she was brouirht ih. 


10 And Jesus raising himsdf up, ond seeing lo whm Jevis had 
none of those who had heen^liciting his iudg- 

ment, but only the woman they had brought man, he san. nmo 
before him, said U7iio her, Woman, where are Woman, v-inn* 
those thine accusers ? Has no man coiidcmned 
t/iec, or IS there none remaining to bear witness condemned thru ? 

11 against thee ? And she said, No man, Lord, h she said, No 
A7id Jesus said Unto her, Neither do I take up- 

dn me, at this time, ftnd mulet this circum- 
stance, judicially to condemn thee, though thy- 
crime has been undoubtedly great : go thy way 
therefore, without any impediment "irom me; 

' bht,. as the Messenger of God; and Friend of 


farther argument .against the gonuraencss 
of this text ; since the law did not require 
the KitnC'Sfs OF crec'ilmnrrjs to be/iee from 
'VI, 111 urdoi to the i-ihcaoy of such a pro- 
secution But It may be oBSwered, tfiat 
our Lurd’s certain knowledge of what th^ 
effect would be, vindicated the wis^m of 
hit! pullhig the matter upon this issucj by 
wh'ch it !■» plain in fact he' escaped their 
snare. 

^ n eul out ono by one, be^nmngfrom the 
eldfii ] It i>s strange any should haxe in- 
terpreicd this clause so rigorously, as to 
i]n,tij]ii^ tlwl t”\cr>' particular person went 
out just accoidmg to Ait egc. It seems 
only to intimate that tho-c elchii uf the 
people, r ho had bcon most eagei In the 
prosecution, appeared under the uiost'scn- 


sihle and were some of tk&fnf 

that left the' s«Bcmbly. And in 'this view 
it u \ery remarkable ; espet lally consider- 
ing that they were now in the presenoe of 
the multitude, before whom they would no 
doubt be devtrous to keep up the strictest 
appearance of virtue, in order to maintain 
their influence m'er them.—Tliougli (as 
Dr Whitby shews, on ver. 7.) adulteiy 
pipvailed much among the Jt-wt, about this 
lime, yet 1 sec no reas^wi to conclude (hat 
their consciences convicted every one of 
them of this pafricul.ar crime.— Their par- 
tiality (as Dr. Lardner well ob^c^\^■s,) 
seems to appear in bringing on'y the wo- 
man, not the Uian, when the law cundtrii'- 
ned both. (l^rd. Credibil. part i. Vol 1. 
p. 79.) 



H^ctions ah iema^- coitsfeleik^^: i^,' 


Ihcp ; go, and sin no 
more. 

'v 


souls, I warn thee, that thou sin no rmrei^ for sect, 
such enormous practices as these must sohject cn. 
thee to a severer judermentfroin God, than man 
can ^I'onouQce or indict. 


^ V ^ , IMPROVEMENT. 

' The devout refitemnts of Christy and his early renewed k* 
(fours, so conie in view, that, after having made some pro^ 2 
gress in ftis history, We are ready to pass them over as things of 
course. But let us remember, that in some degree they call up- 
on ns to go and do likewise ; and will another day condemti 
tiiose who, while thev call themselves disciples, are given up 
to ease and luxury, and sui!er every little amusement or sensual 
gi at iR cation, to lead them into an omission of their duty to God 
and their fcllow^creatures ; an omission especially aggravated in 
those whom he lias appointed to be teachers of others, and who 
have therefore so many peculiar errands to the throne of grace, 
and so many engagements in the'morning to sow, or to prepare 
the s'ced of religious instruction, and in the evefiing not to with-^ 
hold their hand from dispensing it (Eccles. xi. 6.) 

While Jesus is teaching, his enemies address him, not only as 3^ 5 
an insiructnr, but as a judge . and yet, by this specious form 
ot lionour and respect, they sought only to ensnare and destroy 6 
hnn . 80 unsafe would it be always to judge of mens intentions 
by the tirst appearances of their actions ! But our Lord, in his 
answer, united, as usual, the wisdom of the Serpent with the in~l 
noirnce and gentleness of the dove; and in his conduct to (his 10, II 
cru)$hal, shelved at once that tenderness and faithfulness, which 
nnglu have the most effectual tendency to impress and reclaim 
her ; if a heart capable of such infidelity and wickedness could 
be impressed and reclaimed at all. 60 thy xvay, said he to this 
adulteress, and sin no more. Perhaps the charge may have lit- 
tle weight vMtIi .such abandoned transgressors as she j but lei all 
learn to improve their escapes from danger, and the continued 
rcise of divine patience towards them, as an engagement to 
speedy and thorough reformation. 

L(‘t the force of conscience, and the power of Christ over it, 3 , 
(both which so cviuently appeared in this instance,] teach us to 

i 

B Sin no iBtire.] EIjincr, (Observ. V^ol. I. many pf the Heathens the exccodinp mo* 
p IH8.) and Smoor, (Tlicsaur. Vul, 1. p. fulness of it : which is the more worthy of 
'iU').} hd\e shown that the word notice, as not only the greatest uf their 

7ai/Hv, tu iin, IS used by thp must elegant men, but (acairdiitg to their scandalcuis 
(lie 'k classics, (as thocorre pondentword tlieoloi^y ) the greatest of their cods too, 
pfuuri' IS by the hatin) to signliy ike Com- gave it’all the sanction it could have from 
miiiuiH of oilulteii/i which strongly inti- example, , 
mat' ■'j that even the light of nature taught 



64 Christ speaks of himelf as the light of the mrld. 

s]^. reverence the dictates of our own minds, and to do nothing t» 
,CTi brinjf them under a sense of guilt ; which, through, the secret 
'energy of our Redeemer, wrought so powerfully on these Fha- 
risees, that, hypocritical and vain-*glorroua as they were, they 
could not command themselves so far as> even to save appear- 
ances ; but the eldest and gravest among them were the first to 
confess their guilt, by withdrawing from the presen^^f so holy 
a Prophet from the temple of God, and from the ci'inHinal whom 
they came to prosecute. A like consciousness of being eitrsekes 
to blame, will abate the boldness and freedom of our proceedings 
with ofhet's for their faults, if, while we judge them, we axe self - 
condemned; nor will the authority of a.superior age, or station 
of life, hear us out against these imvard reproaches. 

SECT. cm. 

Our Lord speaks of himself as the light of the mrld, urges the 
concurrent testimony of his Father, and gives the Jews re- 
peated warning of ike danger they would incur by persisting 
in their infidelity . John Vlll. 12— 29, 

john/VIIF. 12. jot)s\in 

sr.fT. jf;sus, after the interruption tliat he 

^ met with while he was. speaking to the poo- i *,» n.c iipiu 
John temple, by the Pharisees bringing in uf iho wurW * he th^i 

\ IU. isjthe adulteress, resumed the work he was before me, •^inii 

engaged m,and proceeded to instruct the Sill I,X tK.’ 
people ; and observing the sun lately risen, and light of hfi- 
shining with great lustre and beauty, he spake 
unto them, saying ^ I am the txuo light of the 
world, in whose appearance you ought chieHy 
to rejoice : ^ this sun arises, in a fv^vv hours to 
descend again, and may fai) many of yo(i .!^cforc 
your inttMided journey is dispalclicd whereas 
he that Jollows vie, and gbverns himself by the 
dictates of my word and Spjiit^ shall not be )ei't 
to walk in the darkness of ignorance, error, and 
sin, but shall have the light of life continually 
shining upon him,- to dimise ovef his soul know- 

^ J an ihcUwa U^ht the ’Mvld.] The will reQiembcr this «’a'« tho iTiorniiig itfui 
Me«!iiah was often represented under this the eoncliiMon of the feast of tabt'rnaLles, ^ 
tjew. I^a 6; x^lix. 0'-; and Mat. iv. and probublj' iqijrht be before the morning 
Com^ri* l.oke ii. 32 j John I. 4— 9 j sagrifice,: after which, no doubt, many 
iih 1^ I? 0 ; and xii. 4fi. ' wendJ he sfelting out for their lubitations it 

sstiii .tribes to descend again, and tte country, 
many of jou, 1'heresdei 



’ 'V 
■ 


joy, tiff fae is it 

" bajjpihess. ‘ •’ 


13 of P4wr«355?»'t^ClV«,"i*ha were 

therefore, ^ — - - 

'reeiaM t 


cur. 

^ry%j 


f^pfleieiit, but 'df:fS^ot'{)ersoos from those 
md broii^ in ttn^wonian^ oniOged 
disttjjpoiimiiiirO^^th^r brethren, saui u4if0 

there-^ 

byfjlime onrc^jfieissifltt (chap.* v. 31), % 
be admitted'^ Ifue, but may 
sospuiitreid of vmnjgJoryVft# can "tve 
bdi^tf^onb |ri^ eiiee, unless ure^have 

than thlri^ ovm affirmatioti. 



cord is mie; fw 1* hate afftady $l*ie|pw 1!^ $tn come with a di- 

entirely and 

but ye ^nJi %\'p^tSt^tif 'trtfe, sUt^’ ii»^s<jch yj^oi^ht to admit 
whence I come, aiiiit,j^j!^ I virelj* 4itme^ and 

whither I go. fghitkgr I am and the most ‘evident dew 

nTonstfatious of it have been pribn yon, b*>,tl4 in 
the iiaturt^of-oiy 'dwtrine'i and in the imr^los 
which 1 have .•wrought among yon ; Imt^ou, are 
so perv'erse^ tM^ ^asrof^en Vi^ have hinted or 
declared nef td tlii» day from . 

• r whence 1 edmef aiid whit he f I am goi^§: 

1 ^ Yc judjjp after Which » nofr to Ife Wribert want of iff* 1 5 

man; ^ ficie'ot evidenccibut tiioreiy to thfe force of y our 

own prejudiiseS'yfof^^lt/W^if' flcferdj;/^ to the 
maxima! of /«A'aMd,a(Srtse, and will believe no- 
thing in opposha^p rd‘ th^ principles which 
you nave sd‘ #a^y| 9 itebe((»®ood by this rodahs 
ails justly liable to ; ^ut I Siave 

’ thai|&,^> the preAiV, as* I ndw/wi/^e no man^ 
bi^ r&er the .character of a Sa- 

\r. And ycf'if I vf^, {Coiwppr^ cltapjiihnj i'et if /should I G 
juds^e, nu' tt(t4 sentence is ippa- 

LuTtmf I Vm™ Ih!: fewty irtwl yofa wooRt justly fee 

Father that isuit jiu*. cowdemhed 'fbr HOt receiving my testlmuny ; 

for I dm dO(t aldiie in what I sa:y, Ski / and the 
Fat^r rtmifeni^e, as weare In other 
insepara^ nnhft, do evid^tly concur tbg^- 

<■• >bu jhd»v accvtdmft ti^ iAayfcsAfc fcc,] IVjKW aWrf And tfle 

Tlie saniti uarnal iJnjas stUl.iwevai] m^'AdtiHi>fei<}ii of &]^ (n^^^Clp)el^ which 
the minds tif the Jew-!, anct oitevtnt their 'confib'ntljrmla^rerSnted. and tKn*reit* 
reccptroii of Clnui ; thev laying it dbwli amtned, will, f few, be attended «idi fat# 
a i'lst {tiinciple, that hi irtb'kmptat consf^^ceatoYbmuiinda more. 

M)l.. ir. F 
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hut Ihaj wither knetv his Father vor him. 

tiler in the tesnmony that T ojire. And it is n >s also «rit- 
' '**• written m your own law^ for which you proft^s ^ \I,y 

.so sacrcfl a re<rar<l, that the ^ /Wmen istrup. 

VIII.* /5 to be aiJinittecl as hue, and matters of 
till* greatest consecjuciice are witiicut scriSple 
1810 be determined b\ ir, Deut. xvii 6, and xix, I am one thai 
15 .) Now 1 am [one] who bear this witness 
irryselfy in a fact, the truili of which I cannot ^ent tne bearctu 
but certainly know; und the Father who sent witutssofme. 
nie IS another, and surely* a rtiost credible Iver- 
son, who also bears Ins testimony to me ; there- 
. by asserting the truth of every doctrine T teach, 
and the jiisiiet; of every sentence 1 might pass. 

19 Thru said they to him. Where is this thy Fa- 

//’6T, to whom thou so frequently appealest r t|,y Kmiitr? j.ms 
mention him plainly, that we^ may know how nt'irinr 

far lie is to be regarded, and produce him as a '"JJ 

Witness. Jesus answered^ You may well ask : y-'.iioi-M 

for it plainly appears by your conduct, that yon have knmui nu fa 
neither know wu', nor my Father, however you tl'craisu. 
may boast an aequainiance with him : and in- 
deed, if you had I nown me ariglit, and regard- 
ed mo us you ought to have done, yow would 
also long ere tins have known who and what my 
Father is, in another manner than you now do; 
for 1 bear Ins complete resemblance, and it is 
rny great business to retreal him to those who 
submit to iny instructions. * 

20 Fhese words Jesus spake with the greatest 20 Thr 0 womI 
ii’oedoin, as he was teaching in the tesnple, in a 

certain part of it called the treasury, nhero rfic 
chests stood in which the people put theirgifts jio iii'iri ].Mi] h.iiiilh na 
for the service of that sacred house, (see Mark i"«‘. J* '" i"" "" 

xii. 41 , sect, clix.) the stores of which werfelaid 
lip in chambeiN over that cloister : and though 
he so plainly intimated that God was his Father, 
and charged the Jews with heii>g ignorant of 
liim, in whom they boasted as so peculiarly 
their God, yet their spirits were kept under such 
a powerful, though secret restraint, that no one 
seized him ; yvhicb was the more wonderful, as it 
Avas a place from whence it would not have been 
easy to have escaped w'ithout a miracle, and 
which w'as much frequented by his greatest en- 
emies : but the true reason was, because his 
hour was not yet tome in which he was, by di- 
rino pcrii[ii.ssiion, to be delivered intothpir liand> 





Tht^ that him their silts; 

' ' , - “ si' <f>: ; ■' 

21 Ibt'i) 6ai4 fe. CoofidWtherefor^intbe^rotection^^i^vitie sticr/*^ 

shail seek mt, and b<Jfad w^nc bcfori^ Vl]-.3^^ 34. 

^iiaii die m your / A apeedilv 'from 41 

... 11) for^rmu' 

' f ' ing rojet^'me, ,l0ska^dk,0Msjfmr 

andp^r#%^utf^iibelie“ 

of.Divine'^rtgi^ca^ wlii 9 iii||flbllj!^k%yo.Q into 
final H^ei^nber tbj^j ^jbat I 

*‘"“6 Wae(j| )?04 with ^ — — - iV:>Lr .i_ .. 

- ..at shottL^ 

%wiU 1^ \n vaia j for you can^ 
fwt fm^ to’tte^htce whither lam noiv goings 
’either to KiyfjiJ^t me, or to'^^ure yourselves. ^ ^ 

}1 TliLit said the ^ Ti€i.Ms^en with^Siikry perversi^an<i32 
.fMvs Will he kill fooJisli contenmf, What, wiU^-.^ hiU hiniitrlf^ 
saluT \\ lutiTrT ^hatM; says^ rou cannot comi wA/Mtr / am 
\'l . aimoiVorne?*”’ ^ shall ;jot dQfiim to follow him'^opon 
. those tcjrros. - f/ 1- 

't'j \i(d he said /tr lyinr^plamly, So vile23 

■into iiK iii, ^e are and” hialiojouB att ijn^ouatiojt isahis- Vidently 
fiom abuie- yo aie that;yow the slaves ot 

v.t tills woiid, I am earth, and the heirs, of h^^Jh wi^le, on the otlj'er 
I'.if of this world. h,iiKl, Inm Jrinn abc^, arid sbiiilJ.^oickly reiufn 
tlntlKT; you arc ork'ioaify ^ ^Aw worlds anJ 
, your treasure and hearts ttrvt»i)^R}; bur as / am 
mt of thi^mrldi^vciy ^toghts tb^efore natural- 
ly turn to thht p^Wial “abode ^ivhenoe I 
came, and 1 incAjssantly iijtbour to conduct men 
-+ ^ ihe»« hire thithiT. But to y ou I in atain ; ' and > j. 

si"iii diu ’ m ”* 3 . 0 ? * I just ’ll# said mto ^mi'thitt ^ll-sliall 

sms iir\i\i:biA}v\cdk 1141^ wily a great and 

ii.ir ini I .am Ac, u* avvful truth, uU!(idesecvi^,i||Kither kind of regard 
M r it‘iiiyour.suii. it; 'lip Vet a«iam wouhLcaU’ 

you to Consider xtifyrAf you lasliete not that f 
am fAf ], whom I -Mve'jhjp^K^sented my-^-eff to 
oe,'* yoii shall uh'avoid.ibly^|> sms, and 

* are in eiVoci the^m.urderers tjf ^yijar own souls." 


•* Viat t am he, ^t^•. o 7 < fyu fijuti,] '|hii>&hcre, 21 , is ft.verj’ aw- 

Titi-ift IS c'vuiiintly un ellipsis to bo fid rib‘tlkeJ^o, 1 ;n^ ruJly of theii auiwor, 
f'ljpplied b^ ('n>'npiiring it ^iili vei. 15 , ; 'Jajf our tor^S Ind Jid, “ h 

toiri,)ni(' Jyhi xin. Murk xiii. dj verj* ill iconics 'ou to tri.'h- qiid 
aii'J \('is xti.. 2 'j ' “-umijse ycmreUiil|ires with *<1.011 mIIj iiiid 

' Arc 111 I’tirctthc nuitderers of j'oiiir “ spife'fid tftras, Wbijn youi life, e'vt-ri * 
w*' I I. i ' ] '1 liii n pii itiim of the ihioat'* :- ** the Itfe of J^air souls, is at sUk'p, ana 



68 he onfy the Faihei' had taught him, 

sRcit said tk^if tS ^im, in proud dcri^ion^ Who 

cHKil^'t thiMy tl^at sucIt great regard should be paid 
thee, and that it stthuld he so fatal a tldftg to 
tW?" Aiid Jesus mid. to Trwfy,^ 
he^a&k' I still spmkin^^'j^ to thi» very 
265»y in afle 6 ti™j(t 6 *'st ffiranuetiy# i 

havtmemy things to 'say am judge .eokeernmg 
yaif/ and justly d^%ht upbraid ysovt .with the ut> 
moat 'iev^rity, Wdjjass an seuteace 

of cbiieWiiatiou upnn.you fdi^ the present « 

I lidntent myself mth rcmiiidfog yon, that he 
who sent tne is true ; si^Jtpiakio. the mHd 
only those ihtngs which I hdte' heard from kiniy 
he will.hnaJly verify my wopia, dnd it will be 
. at the peril of your ^Is if yo« coutinlier' to treat 
me witlianeh pjfPVejrs'eiK^ and contempt. ' 

-l ’7 These ibinj^'tfBre very intelligible^ when 


25 Tbea aaid they 
unto Who art 
thou !* Aad Joiusf 
9 aith uuto ttieia, 
Eveo Ifw same that 1 
said unto yagfrom 
the bosinnukK. 

26 I iiave znaity 

things to say, and 
to j udge of you ■ but 
tic that sent rnc 
true, and I &pi'.ik to 
thf wuild those 

things whu'h 1 
beard of him. 


compared with he had said before; [yet] 
so ejcceeding stupid were they, and so btuided 
by thc 'iircjudicGi of their minds, that they did 
71 ot understand iha* he sp&keio them of Ooa/A<r. 
Father as the P^son who sent him. 

Jesus thf^refot^'tM tja (hem, I know that, 
uotw'ithsiamfiiig.^dli I' hai^ you will be 
still so obslinato td' persist in your infidelity, 
till you firo^eed crerf^id take away - iny hfe; hot 
7t'/iev, alter ^all yopr prbleAsed desire of his ap- 


27 They uiidet 
stood not tb.it hr 
spaku tQ tliem oi the 
FaUitr. 


28 Then raid Je- 
sus vmtothom, Wb. 


to talk of OlV ki^Inj^'ttiysaU'^ iti»l^iy4iK«fp» i/|iu*/y >u*Xri)> mi \fiitiv Ait 

'* your iiQb«'Ucf ,«nd imp«pii<nc<y,'<yon that kiiov uny ihiug of tlie fJii'ik Inn- 
*■* nre ptgngidg ypursolvcn, kite* etoyna) 8'!**8*^ Itoon' that t»iv apxi* ‘ Jb*n ssigm- 
^'altW* rhas do t^ioo pa$$)|j,'vs in oof fits imdeed, or tritfy , and s,o the trariNla- 
IiOid'k dlsuourdOB,, Vtu^h^'to k careless tiuo 1 bayo is >*‘ry literal, and 

rcader'iiit|(i£Vew^^''U\tt(dogtcis,. ap^' makes o very good sense. — MrFlemiiu; 
ppaf^'on atvAttenitveycniciv^ to b,e'aiu> would render it, / atn, ai I said njitoi/mi, 

< niiffjuid with a most jickcinttingj^piTit, 7 that is, tb«^ Fersiin spoken 
^ aii<i to be full of UivptV A re- 'Of, Gen. i. 1, and elsewhere, under th.it 

luni'k Which ^infrequently pccuTy esp«. ^ pUe but this,, as well as oiii own ver- 
ctally in neadltig itnpoctabl ais- sion, is not any thing like a just and 
rouisesoffhtt^t.whrObJohnhaOitliiOMiirh' grammatreal translation; though to be 
tlie inliti'le guodnebtrof Ood Uurbiathureb, oare there ip a seot>n m which Christ ni.i y 
recorded alt^r tboy hppxi.omittod most pi*'perlv be called ihe negtn>>in^. 
by the (itlier c\aiigjj^U|^>i; tJ^obipani Cot. i 18} Ecv. i. h} \m. o, 

f Tru^i kteaim spa^mg ie ^xnid. T3. (see Fle8ih!fg’'»f'h^tolog\,.'. ul, 

yoM, / hate mamj fhtngx to mu ami jmge f. p. 281 ) — 1 Aail only ami tli.at some 
fojtcernin^iK] leddui^jlf^Tce with the would reiuler p, 'tha smt I m ^penking 
leariicidlKa^helius, (Amvqt'^ Herod, ji, to ywt n/; buttle, vershm hero gi\on is 
2^2—S(V.>.) that all the 4r< these' irioie agreeable to tha origjmit, and by a 

words a ri^'s from a p/mt-t propqr poiniitig would app^i^r natu ral a nd 

]Rjf, as they stand in''inp»tcOpies}i and I easv, if what should be cottsidcrcd as 
r think hi:!i method of rehlormg thd tree enesenteuee hkd not bee’i sepauted in- 
rcodingl|ndfcnro,tb<ir3asie9tiindpistest to two parts by a wrong, djfs.o/i cf th- 
[ iiav cover mot with. He Would point verses. 

^ii“m tJuis, Ty,' rfpvnv, s?f ha?.a, yao'. 



d4^er i>/ ChmL 

ye have pearance Hwg<ioni, vww ^kall hwoe UfUd up si?cT 

s^imii ye glonimi. P^i^oH, -lihn oj ntaUf 1rom tlie cue* 

am Af, and^at 1 di> ^artlj,‘«ocl iwtJi e?e» proceeded hO far as to put 
^nothing hiWi to a violent death, instead of seeing hisvin'-^ 

hat\ ^^ug/t ioteresr overhorne b>' tlit ouUageoujs 

bpeak th«^ 4 hita^. attempt* jpai/L i>haU ihm knou\ some new and 

,coj!ivirJciflg token lhat I am [hej^] and [thut] I 
db wu/Am^»^ separately (/ in exact ■ 

agreement witli iiim, /Arje things ac- 

29 ^nd be ibAi earing m ft^ Fafh^r iditk^truckd 7ti€ : And'2^ 
rVTto«!;l“oi sen/ «;/&, graciously present 
left me alone: for I m, to bear his tcstiinOny ti) the truth ot 
do aiRdys those what I saj, and tOsSupport and vindicate me* 
thmgs Uiat !>*«»«' and whatsoever you may foolishly surinibc, fhe 
Father has noiJeJi int ah* ne, nor v\ill he ever 
leave nu^ I always do the tliings'wluch (nr 

4 mo&i pleasing to him, and faithfully and con- 

stantly pnrst]^ the import^it work which he 
has coniiuitted to my trust, 

liMPdOVEMENT. 

K-joTH may our character ever be, as we desire the supports of Ver. 2? 
the Divine presence 1 Whoever be displeased* may we aiwitys 
do the things xvhkh please him : ajtd with ad diligence let us 
hour, whether present in t(fe body, or, absent from it, to Imj still 
apjiroved and accepted of him ^ {i Cor. v,*9.) 

Our blessed Redeemer is the light of the world. Witli how iv> 
^luch pleasure should wc behold bis rilys! With much 
chceriuluess should we follow, wliith^rsQever he leads us ; as 
well knowing, that we shall not then walk in darkness : and God 
forbid wc should ever choQse to cdodpue in it, as tbe sheltcr and 
screen of wicked wOrksl 

May we, with all candour and btnnilky>^regard and submit to 17, I S 
the^ testimony which the Father has borne to him in so express 
and incontestible a maimer! Dreadful ^ould be the consequence 
of our refusing to do it. The doom -of these wretcheef Jews*l\, 
would be ours, to die in aur sins. And oh, how inbupportahle i 
will that guilty burden prove in a dying hour, and before the 
tribunal of God ? How will it sink us into condemnation and . 

despair! In vain aball those who now despise him, then seek ad- ^ 

c Ybu shift twv that / im Ml been ui^aHable I9 the reserve Hint'll^ | 

This imdoubtedly reh^rt to the prodigtes <. on eoiae of thee^ psndence obhg ^ 

attcadjiig hi£ bii> mprrectioii «Qd ^ btia to keep : or Soch as m oiher in- - \ 

aseension, the descent'of tJie Spirit, the Btancei would have saperseded farther ' 

amazing miracles wrought by the apos« > ioouiry into the meaning oi what he ^ 

ties in his name. IkC.— But 1 Bin carehi) said. 1 tbiidt it most natural to tpIcm ^ 

not to put such words ink) onr liOrd^s tbeso to the notes, or to the paraphrase 
mouth in the paraphrase, w wTjiiM have oon sotne followng pas'M'^, , 



70 ' Many believe drik are inclified tofblldit) liitii. 

•spop. mjttanceto the world wlj^re he is: tbiiher cpmc ; 

arid if cvcludcd from him^ must be excluded from happiness. 
Justly it long since have h^en our case; for surely he 
niayiy things to say of us, and to' Judge concerning us ^ shoufj 
*'*^hc lay Judgment to the line, and righfeous7iess to^thei plmnmet, 
after his havii\g been "so long with us^ yea, after we have, as it 
' were, seen him lijled tip and $et forth ' as ci'ucijied among us ' 
(Cal. lii. 1.) 

28 ^biy this faithful admonition prevail to our conviction and 
reformation; tliat our everlas’tm^ condemnation may not farther 
illustrate the rcasonftblericss, y^a, the necessity, of it, and the 
madness of, hardening our hearts against it ! 


SECT, ClV:. 


Our Lord continues his discourse ’onith the Jews in tin treasury, 
the day after the feast of tabernacles } and labours to conviiiLC 
them how vain t'htir pretences to liberfy and to the privileges 
ot the children of Abraham while they continued to re- 
ject and persecute him, John yiH. 30*^47, 


bKOT. 
< IV. 


Julili 

k’IlJ.50, 


, J(5iin V1II. 30. jftHsviu. >0 

'■J’HUS did Jesiis warn fh6 Jews of the danger as he sjmvc Uiom 
, of rejecting him, arid ilppeal to lbs heaven- 
ly Father as authorizing 'the whole of bis adrni- 
, uistration ; and, as he Was speaking these Words, 
many of liem'ers wftro so struck with them, 
that they believed in hm,*'a.nd were strongly * 

inclined to follow him as the-^Meshiah. 

Then Jesusi knowing, the weakness and trea- si tih u -aiu 
cliery of the humaiv heartV and the difficulties 
which wouJa he in the Way, it they attempted him, If jc coutjiiue 
to put that iricHnation into priuitkQ, said to those 
of the Jews who were ifoW ready to jifotess 
that they believed in hfm, If you codtime sted- 


* Vnni)htlievtdmhm.'] Onec^,h^r4- Chriat; beaiing' the perverseur'^t of his 
]y think, Hint anihixnity of th« e\« ti»eaiie<; with so much patierx e, HpiMik. 
prc'.s.du of Ihe ^bf man}sb&n^ ttp, in? of on lirbomintous $iud{i&inful death 
<u’r. ) engaged th«a to ^ with such holy cohiposorc;' an4 ^pies- 

'•hatit might ei(.i1thi;{on ',is^ 4pgeabiiie hira Hiefji.'tseftse of Um 

to a temporal kingdom,'’ '^iyrnorcrw-^’iitaV«iity?ttthoir’s approuatlop, and sd 
sonablc to bellevo thatV Iflay’ foil 'sutetet a cOtoplacoftdy iw it — ^And per- 
. hearts iinp|gi^‘<sd '^iUi irhat they, htard haps, would mintsters generally allow 
fi oil! him in thp whdle pi€i;ed^g dis- ^etnseh-es to open with freedom the na- 
coniso. ^ct it isobsfei!*val>U', ihatHittbe five workings of a heartdeeply impressed 
* nes of it he advances po dew proof of 'with the gosp'el, Uie ehai m might 
his mission; sothatlirohablj^lhesepco* .sphd.ie ihobe, whose’ subtlety and pre|i'< 
p'c were wrought upon, hjr ’what they dire might be proof against the nioit 
'I'scri!. I in the coirdoct 'of con-Jusive abstract reasoning. 



anv ni.ui how : 
est thou, Yc shall I 
maile free > 


'Die truth would make them free tvha had been slaves to sin, 7 i 

, in my word, Men aw fast ifi yonr adherence to mu word^ ami yield u sec i, 
dee™^ **'**^**^*** constant and nniv^fsai obedience to it, ‘[Mfjij civ. • 
’ * you an my discipks indeed j and. 1, will final I v 

32 And yc shall owD vou as sucli. Am you shall tlien . ^?£o:c; v 

of my gosperipV fall compass and 
joufree. extent, so far as it is< necessary to yopr salva- 

tion, or conducive to your (jornfoirt ; and the 
truth shall hake ym /ivc,** fix you in that 
state of glorious liberty wlnolVis the privilege of 
iny disciples alone. 

33 They answered But somo that heard him^Were'hot ajittle dis- 3'i 

' a; this, as an insiiihation lhat they were 

n**v<’r 111 blindage to *iot already free ; and straiigc^ly forgetting the 
L ... servitude of I'-gy pt and Babylon, and how often 
their nation had beei\ conquered by others, and 
even how low it was at present reduced by the 
Koman power, dhey confidently answered hinit, 

IVe are ike seed oj Jbrahum, a person always 
free, and the peculiar favourite of heaven ; and 
wo have )uver been in slavety to any man what- 
evec,' nor do we fear that God will permit us to 
be ao : how then dost thou say to us, Vou Ml 
be made free upon becoming my disciples ? 
jtjf^u^anincrcd Jesus, waving wbat he ungfit easily have re-S^^ 
P'“‘‘ “ history, and the present 

i.ooCrr coBJuiiUeth State o! tlujir CTvi| affairs, that be might give no 
Mil, IS tbc ici'iant of unnecessary offence, answered them^ V'tnlyy vc^ 

7'i'ty, I say unto you^ and recommend it to your 
consideration as a most ipiportant truth, Tha^ 
t'venj 0716 who habitually practises and goes 
on in a coursd of it, is the slave of 'sin ; and 
that is a servitude by far meaner and more* 
dreadful than the yoke of an earthly tyrant. 

And the ser- jVoitfi, US (he servant does rigt always abide in the?,.. 
th.. h““tr of his mwgr, but IS at his ford’s pleasure 

liable to be dismissed or transferred to another; 


W7V,f (hall mah j/ou /;w.] At- ** besides that, ue newr mte tn boudasf 
cording *to Sir Isaac Newton (on Proph. **' U> any man at all,’^ But the arc\ini('rii>-' 
ji. 149-) thes?- words w'ore .spoicvn'in a by which this is fixed to' a sabbatical i ear 
sabbatical years when at tfici feo«i; of ta- .fljre dubious ; and ihe words will make a 
bemaclcs, which was ja«t .about die be- good sensie^mdcpeiidenl on thi^ pi*ciil)rii 
ginning of the civil year, great mimbe'rs interpretation^ ‘which yet, sceiiit d n- 
of aervattl^ were set at liberty i. and he niarimte enough to, deserve a mention 
aappoi;es that the answer of the Jews, 

(ver 3'J,) is to bo explained with a pecu-, « M Iw habitually pracliks m, ] nau.j 

liar leference to this, and contains two «futj|'7i«v'3peni9 a phrase of the very 
distinct thoughts : ** Jfe. are AbraAom’i import with miking tnujuity t have 
“ ucd, and consequently, had wc ever tbend'ore nndcred it pjatOm sv, as Ui.it 
been ill bondage, we sboiild.have been word generally Mgniiles an li.ibi(i..i’, 
“ sOt at liberty at this seasOn, though connc of acboit. 

(ifvi£i/c sltsites are stil! dcta*n‘'d ; and, 



IJ the Sm made tkdmfree^ ihe^ skduld be free indeed 

•‘ECt, much less can you, wlip aiie the servants, ncjt (jf tiw son 
CIV.. Ood, hut of sin, promise yourselves that you 
-^VL^sliall still, ou -atfcoimt of your descent trooi A- * 

.j^j “^^braham, continue in those privileges vihich,' by 
undeserved mercy, you hitherto enjoy : [hut\ 

* eldest and henr of ihefamilv cootinuaU 
,ly abides in hw father’s house, and his jvjwer 
'JSand influence \ikere] are sf/rcrfyr increasittg,<> 36 Tfthe^onth. iv 
Thus'do I ever coiiumit*, and have power of re- 5’*;^ hp Tp 
cciving whom I will into the family : if titere* indeed. ^ 

/ore 1, who am fbe Only-bcgotien San of God, 
and the Heir of all thingSj make you fi'^e, yoUj 
claiming in virtue o<‘ iny ri^it and autliority , will 
be ffce indeed,^ and wrll not only be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption and the tyrsinoy 
of fiatan, but bt; entitled tp those immuiiitit's and 
blessings here, and to that future inliieritance of 
fetoqial glory^i to which' at present, you liavc no 
eiaioi, ’ * • 

•7 And as to what you say, that you are AIm'u- ■>" i knou- iiiii \ 
ham’s seed, / /t,v«nu that you indeekare^ inAiia- \»>r:iii.un s 

tur;d ifay, the pofierity of j^raiiam/ es Ishmael ‘ in\ 

also was; but what can that avail' you, while wurdiiatii u** piuii 
you are so ufrlike Abrahaut i® yotir temper, end 
are so far from being of a disposition suitable to ^ 
your descent from him, that yow not only deride, 
hut seek to kill me, because my ward has no 
, floi'c in your hearts, and has nOt any weight or 
influence upon you, ,bot is of a tenor directly 
« contrary to your pfejiLidiccs and lusts. And, on 9** i 
tbe whols, tfa^-fe is w grrat adiff'^e U-twrei) "ami 

US, that It IS really Ki^possiblc to reconcile your 
prfwtice witfi my do,ctmie v Idr I speak that 
which I have Seen with my /fl/Arr, and which 1 
know to bc 'agreeubie to his mind and will 

<* 7 he servant xhet. not oh\t>rjs aLidc in the « Jf the ^cin Tmko you free, S^c ] Ari Ii- 

/a>vil^ ; but the sen ahuh'i pAir;^] b5^hop i'llluts(tn(Vol 11' p. 

] 'iliink l>r. GtiypC'^ uijjCMiionii and that Uns alladcs to a cit^uun ui of 

jiaijphra^e and' on tliAse wouls, the* cities i»f (ircecc, ajud eLsC' hfre, 
eoiit.nn an exceftet^ niiistration of thi^m, w kerchy Uie son and » 1**^^’* ty 

TJic iniuii .sense of ivjrtHt he iiy.i uU iJiis ' to adopt hrethiOTi, ap'd jfiVc Uicm the 
jMssjjjji I, tuucl^ thtfsame with jpriv»ie;5C3 of.the faini'y 

havejpvcD 'aboi^, pnijtb 'aa-d ttad wiitH ' 1 hnoui ihnt ifo < are the j& of A- 

'cveial \i‘.iis‘ngo <) th«‘ uul^v* ArtfAnw.J It seems that oiir 

thoiir,h>a on of by th? Lord speaks thib, ratio who In*- 

'I'liid'Mnnao, b^mtifully illifttrates the lievcd in b"i|, bnt to soi^lc pthm m the 
‘rMimk fuid th< coiiTieCtio i.—It i.s copipjiiy^ amlUiatthe plin^-i , hey on 
^TanuM’ thatllr. Cl it:< t n’jiu>iild tbi«l;,tbat lurrrV him, Vcr. 3% only .tliaf 

J'lO'.ts nds'fke serv'iut here Pieant ; and some ol tliobe v,ho AvoriO present ina'i 
St rancor yet, lh.it l>r. CInrke khonld a- such ,i rcpl>\ 

.lopi so imnaiiuai an uUci’pretation. 

I'js Sermors Vol, HI p. 5. 



— Jcsu'; saith unto 


TJiey UaH tf being Abrakam'lf seed^yet d&mthk ioorks: '73 

\ 

yo tfo Aat wbkii y< and^ou do that ’which yau have seen with tmtr srcr. 

and shew a visible coiifbrtftky in yoM/ 
works to him : by ^vhidi he intimated that rheir ^ 
.works as tneeb rcseaabled the nature oV thcYjii!k* 
. * deni, as his dmrtrine answered to’that of God. 

sy They a«f.n<wi pepItcd wiiA^ warmth, fl;td A</t4/39 

.iiiii .'aHi nnto him, to /mu, Tike httftd, 4511 Mrhoid this reflectioTi hiay 
u!er*~"* Abrah^is father, and fiarely tlion 

wouJdest not hwaniiaie any thing to the injury 
of that holy pttriarchVmi^morjr, w'ho waaex- 
prcssly tailed the friend of God. 

Jesus stt^s to them, Jf you T^•fr^^illdeed,'aI^d in 
uieiii, If were the niost im^Kittant sente, the children of Jh'u- 

V- ‘“ttia "’do^Tte dv the wm^hs rfAhruham, ami 

ioi Abrah,wn. woTO maWo \i 'th*^,gtiiEsit'husiit€Ss of y our life to 
/ill But now ye imitate so w'isa wid «o holy an examjde. But^o * 
V?'' *r n jer^rlaiidoontrire (o skdme^ a blame- 

\/m the trutii whirvii i^ss and sfBTidtcfiit’JiJf j», it>r n<y Other reason but 
I hcixt'iKMrdoffiod; becausc l.'aiii onewhahaf fhMbftiily told you the 
I In', did not Abraham, I huVC hmd 3«d l^eil'cd iWCOm- 

infsijwn from God : v/^rtfA^jnJ*y'6or boasted an- 
cestor, did not any thing like fiSt^; hutyj;aro 
the readiestcredft, andtherooBt joyfiirwycome', 

. I toall the«*essages whieh'Godaefrif'him! Neyer*4i 
.1 t ou/fathen-^*^ tlvdogh ' y tHi . life SO far frofli doii#i(he 

1 ' works of Alirkhatn, I may well say, as I navKj 

just How iiitiwated,' (ver» that dp the' 
works ^hiid'wb'd fodfeed fitter- 
— Then S!U(I tlicy. 7 ‘hen said, th^ ^ 4SfWi, \Ve.^lld hay^tfe^ 
lo him \\\ b« not tq j^iiiow that wt’Ujihipt hrn 
wo have* one basffttd'leWf, siHioae hiodd h‘^i beeneon- 

eicn liod. ' taminated^with idaiatrewnsvaHj^Vto butjliy vir- 

toe of ouf dajS^^ and tnrr pr<j- 

H fesstod df w(tfefijfiionViw great and 

^ commix# f'amer, G^ ' ’ ' 


4-1 Jesus saidunto Jg^s 'mtf tti ih€7i\Jf God ‘we^ imlc^'d your 1-2 

Fat/iek .as ,vbu orfetend. . in 


them, /f God' were 


instead of atteniju u'; 



i IptHieM 4>rigtndllyt tatd cW j and t'«a. ?ti. 1 1 Tjic*form in 

/>f.fff ( (v/. j 'f his ,6aeiu.<!'h) he tke firOpi^ii the staiid^i^finrodpiii lUc n-a- 

|)eivv,*ea',d^^ ond.!<ii^ ,derija| I'have given, /’iffiiwie/fum 
bi (da sin’i'r#! fbonmu^ta^li^ve icii^jEDay; jn;|unate«ot only lusi tiibtnxb- 

.•l>^' utd,) use Jiefffi ijf thesjc sjou, iris ejwut attcudaijcie to eu ry 

/'MU' v. ihe desevpt of QiTihireit!;i?foid^ parti^ii||eir ni^sa^e. 

‘lull- pairnts, (coinparst- Gea -iv, 4j .. 



W But imitate (he devil, andne therefore is their father. - 

SECT, and appear aciiorig you as lus Messenj^er; Jm' I "either cam*- I of 
came not of niyselj, but lie iia.^ sent me, ami I buthe&out 

constantly keep his <omjn!''Sion in view. And 43 vvh> do \ t not 

you nut underntand this mv 

and ackiiowlvd'je It, simple as it is, to hem- m/i 
deed diviner [is it\ oecau.f yon eanmt hi at my word. 
my loord Can yon prvtdnd to say tliai I de- 
cline giving you the mc^t p^.hiic and fieijneiit 
instructions, or that tnojie ins^’^uctions are un- 
‘intelligibie and oh«;ure ? V oiu* consciences m 
general know the contrary as to the mam series 
of theln. , 

^]^ The case indeed is sufHciently plain, nor do v. jn* it >,u;r 
1 fear to represent u in ,the most express terms . f 

teli you therefore, Fm are the genuine »hir >c «ii! do i.i 
children of your Jather the devil and the ma- wa'-amurdosi i ‘i-m 
heious and jibominuble Imts pf that accuised -"f 

spitiit*- whom Ij-tmly call your father, you unit heoln “'iin' 
resolutely aiiii obstinately persist to rfo; And no truiu m i pm 
even now rhere4s the plauujst evidence of your ’ 

roseinblaijc^ tp' him, m your design to murder 'jl , ' , 

me, and in- your opposition to the truth that I har, ami i.u- i.i 
deliver til you * for he has alwa>s acted as the 
c(^my of inaiikind, ,amj a murdenr from 
in his attempt to brbg destruc- 

; ' t|6o on the world by sb> (compare 1 John lii. » 

S,) accoii^pi.ish bW'^^rootive purpose, 

as his original integrity by his aposiacy 

Jot regard, to what was 

(Mfinued not in:(hfitu/h',f>ui, by, an 
uudiciSos,a1i<l''t|jQst peri^pious lie^ ruined the first 
parefitepf the bepttiuse th^e was and , 

is no tmh jn he speaks 

a lie, the A 

bi^ of his’4isii^^uap^».t'ind pd^chooaBature ; , .. 
for he is hiiUMfa father of it^ . 

" ^ ftiit Ikcen/se yorf 

* i 4:tiOos« to plaOe a 
Um after tbH 

iw-tiv Tev Mm. X(»i^ frtte,W»y ftppeitfttnci of undue sibI 

«»y. ta '^eriu,;,4 Soe Jpwph, Bell. ^d. Iih v. 

tttiHty of Wito.'.i'hioh ]« vi. tio ir,) 

Uf ffaWfiaSn^,' ahd i)r. Urd- 

uapacity, of n^’s- Credibility, pilrt i. bouk i. chap. 

Ijvtb.—'Mw word'.,}uvwe>Wf»,' 1. p. 

in Uie piwding'Oiaiise, evidently aM- kA’-W. wiU r^iofii^ety * and obsunalcly 

lies to Ads Yifii/:SK>;“iin>io is plainly the scu^e 

(/r John X. U, OftK^.words, Sec note a 

‘ You are oj yomfoitfi^ - The i. 4^J, Vol. I.' p. 1 1 1. 




Si^ectidns on the rega^Kiie to the tcords of ChrkL 


^5 iHud because i 
tell yc'!/ the truth, y« 
*)( lu*v« nu* nut. 


V hit t\ of Vu 1 
. tl» riK t)i 

.111 ■' AihI if t s-iy 
(luMrutli, wll^ do>f' 
.1)1 ilullUSi »I1»' ' 


'I” JTf Dial is of 
.'III, iit'dicth CjuJ's 
I*. mis je therefore 
iJtiri not, be 
i'.' are nut of 

.( 


or the first forger of that detestable and pcrnl- srcT. 
cioiis cnnie. And, as you are of Such a dispoA 
sition, if 1 would flatter your prejudices and 
vices, \ oil would hear me with pleasure; ^u/viii. i 
briause / plainly and faithfully speak ihc ivuth^ 
without f)esii%' of lavour, or fear of offence, you, 
lieing under the innueupe of this false sprrit, 

</o not believe me. It you take upon you to de- i.f> 
ny this, and accuse me of falsehood and pre- 
vartration in any degree, ' how will you prove 
your charge? Which if you canvinceth me.qf 
tliat, or any other sin? But^ on the other hand, 
ij jt be evident that J ifpeak the (ruth, why do 
ye not believe Me? He tfuit is of Ood, or that 47 
IS really a t'liild of God, and a partaker of his 
Spirit, hears with an' aiTectionate and obedient 
regard, the words of God, his heavenly Father, 
and receives them with rei^erencp',jt5y whomso-' 
evertliey are brought: the reason therefore, 
why you do not hear mine, i.s because, as ^ have 
often %ix\d, you arc not the children of God. 


improvement. 

May we approve ourselves the sincere disciphs of Jesus, by Wr. 3! 
<>'ntntii} 7 }g 10 Ins word, and being even unto death, as 
i\ci we expect rt crown of life I (Rev. ii. lOj Without this, 37, 38 
exu rnal privileges will uirn to but little account. 7'he children 
of Abraham may be the children of Satan; anddrfiey are so, if-U 
ihev imitate the temper and works of the accuru^d 'father , 
than ol the holy patriarch. Tiw devil was froyn'lne be^innini 
a liui, and a murderer, and all falsehood and malice are from 
liim. I.ei us earnestly pray that we may be freed from them, 
and from the tyranny of every other sin tOf, which we have been 
eiiilaved ; that Christ, the kVoi, may make ns free;0^'h\s Fat!iei’s3(; 
iiiimly, and of his heavtMily kingdom ! Xhen we shall be free iiu * 
deed, ami no more be reduced to bondage. 

May we prove that weave the children of God, by our read 1-47 
ness to hear and receive the words of our blessed Redeemer, tlie 
words of incarnate truth, and wisdom, and love; whom none of 
Ills enemie.s could ever convict of sin, nor ever accused him of 4-6 
it, hut to their ovyn confusion! May we resemble him in the in- 
nocence and holiness pf, his life; that we m^ay the more easily 
and gracefully imitate that courage and /.cal, with w hinh he re- 
piovcd the liatfghtiesc sipners, and bore hi» testfinony hgaiiut 
thef errors and vices of -degenerate age and nation .in which 
ho lived ' ,1 , ‘ 



78‘ They call him a Sa'i^^ flB itd saif'fie uilms^e^. 


/ 


SECt. CV. 


Jesus promising immortality t 0 his follower Sy and speaking of 
his own existence as prior to that of Abraham y the Jews m the 
temple attempt to stone him ; but he miraculously escapes from 
then' hands. John Vlll. 4S, to the end. 


JOHN VIH. 48/ 

SECT. when the /driw^heafd Je^us so fexprcss- h kn a 

CV. ly declaring that they were ignorant ol God, the Jews, 

.. . I "l .. .1 4. . j* unto liim. sa 


JOHN vni, 4fl. 

aiiswcrcfl 
and said 


and \\iTc the children not of Atwaham, bat of « af *1!?; u'f ,7’ j 


49 Bm to this insolent charge Jesus meekly an- 
sweredy H is plain, from the whole series of my 


Vaf'U answered fnm thereforCy with Samantan. ami ha.l 

great rage ana contempt^ and said imto Aiw, adoviU 
7)o we noi well say'y thM 4h&it4 >who speakest of 
Israelites in such language a<‘this, art a Sama- 
ritaiiy rather tbaij one of the ho*y seed, and art 
possessed by a Seikony who hurries thee on to 
such omraiifo and madm?ss?* 

SHb ans' 1 1 <I 
not ;i (li \ i! , 

1, I ft , i»iiv I lioiiotn iii\ ] » 

discourses and actions, that 1 am not a dt^mo-i thcr, .md yt d'l di- 
niaCy nor .can any ol* you produce any tlnng in honour rm/ 
all that I havesMd or djjne which li>pks like lu- 
nacy or impiety ; but the tmtli is, I honour my 
Fiifhei'y by hearing a steady and consistent tes- 
timony ^to the tfeictrind he aenl me to reveal to* 
tb<} World ; «y^^'hecaHSe this is contrary to your’. 

A corrupt pfc^^et^a and passions, therefore j/on 
dishonour sue hy such opprobrious reflections, in 
50hope of discrediting my message. Hut as foY 5o And t u 
*\rhat personally relate to me I am little affected “““ 
with it ; for I seek rudniy own glory; nevertbe- seekctli and jii.]^elh 
less, I knmv thp'e is one that seekeidtyp^nd will se- 
cure It, and who nowfudgeth of all that psscs, 
and will at length evidently shew the exact no- 
tice he has taken of it, to thy honour and to your 
ilconfusioi). For God will not mily finally glorify it verily, verily, 
me, but will confer the highlit , honoura and 
rewartls on dl my Ihithful servants; and there- he shall never 
fWe, verily y verily, I say' unto yon, ff!hny one «« death. 
keep my word,' he stall never see death y^ 


'^essttd tya'rf/'oirtrf, who liurt-ies thee phrase, ftpcoontbiwtonly Ibrthis pawaijc 
on tdi «u(^ (>»traj$e and inad»ei»4.} Sec and thaiin John^i. 2t>. Tsect cxI."'; i>ut 
note*!; on John vii 20, sect, jtcix. tor what ia'said nXChna\hnvmfr uboluhed 

ih fkall v-'ytr »ee dmLh.] Il»d turn ihOht (2 Tim. 1 . 10;) haviiig; ileiiro!/erf '/»' 
Srivfin to this expression'' in >the para- rfitz/, (HcU. ii. 1 4,) and rafic'rf 



He that te^ death, 77 

\ but sliall assut^^ Bit? entitled to eternal life, shlt. 

and shall immediately be advanced to so glori- <-v. 
oijs and happy A «atc, that the dissolutioa 
this mortal nature shall, with .respect td bipi, 

^ iiardly* dvscMrve ro be caUed death, 

V2 Then said ihc Then ike JewSj thinfting he ba4 asserted that 52 
nlot’ thoa disciples should be cxenapted from the com- 
ha^L a (IomI. Abra- ‘uon lot of mortality, soli/ again to him in a re 
him is -'«'a(i, aadtiie proachful way, Mw wc assufcdly hmxv that 
i>u.i)iuu and thou ^ dm^n dwelling m th^, which Hor^ 

mj io‘ns he shall *heo on , to this madness and pride, other- 
r/e . tr taste of death, wrst' thou couldest 'neVer talk at this extrava- 
gant rate: ^r'Ahfvkmn^ the friend of God, and 
thf great founder bf oor iiatton, U dead: attd all 
the 'loly peftpkeiSi wiu^m God raised up in suc- 
ceetliffg ages, were so far froiti being able to 
bestow imi»ortaIity clu their followers, that even 
they themselves are long since dead; dnd yet 
trou pre&umptuoM»ly any one keepwy 

thd^ ?*ir* KCver ta’^'te (Ukith.' What, a!>Y 5 'j 

Abi*i!^^'rn,'Thc^ 'n vatcrable patriarch onr 

dead and ti i; pro father Abraham^ xuho is dead, and than ah the 
pilot, .110 (load most illasirtous prapnets^ who are also dead't 
^ tdosi thou ihen pretend thyself to hi\ that 

thou shoiddt St ilnjs assume such a distinguish- 
ing gl(tr\ tti Uiysdf? 

sW'su's lONWortsd. Jesns replied^ jjf /oidy glorify wysetf, hv54 
11 1 iii.uuiir inys. If, (^nc^imitiuiff OH my awn dignity and .cxci l- 
t'mai!* ' ir" "a* h'utt’, wlritc I ncgleCt the honour and service of ' 

Him- Ilia' laiiiouroth my Kaihcr, wy glory is milling but a mere 
ni-.yt ttiiimyeaay, t'mpiy sound: \hut\ it evidently appears by 
' all the senes oi my converse, and miracles, corn- 

parv d with each other, that it is my Father him- 
self fimt eventually g^opifies me, ev’en he, oT 
whom you conSdently scy, that he is your God, 
though in this respeet you pay so liule regard < 

r , . 

‘.citk himulf, ftnA iratle Utem srt mtk him Ui’pret th^fyreerdin^ words ^KuCiz,' .! / .7 
in heatetUy fi'acet. (Kph. ti. .J(5J)^Deatli m vn n.j/va, fienhaU not ^efiic.itn 

13 ai nothing, eonipaved to what it xioxM fw txir ; w if Uicy si^niilecl, Re shall not 
otht vv. bav** licrn to tho sionof ; and die eternally • for on ^his intcrpretatuui 
the telicfty of Ina'-eii is '’o sure and so of the wintfs, theie could ha>c been uo 
;icai, that, by an eaiV and cufnnion fiv »hn«t 9 tr.of force in the arggintnt they 
euie, tru« rill istiatM are spoken of an use, unless they had' meant assert 
alioads 'here '•ee rixe foHowhij note. that Abrnham ami the propheU atre demt, 

^ yit th/ii snyeit. If any one keep mp tiyTcvre a/vd. /'ort.'rt ; than which nothin^^ 
w)/rf shoO never ttfde qf death \ This could be farther fioni the thoup^his of 
1 , not rhe phras? which otir loril used, any of the Jews, except the ‘•’adduen’s 
ler 51. though perhips its Si^nii'i atioii who do not seem to hast hfcu the per- 
IS i.eailv* f'piivAlent. Hut I tlUak it sons speakiuj? here. See nc*c *ti'j Jubt* 

"h^w, how iniproiipt it liioublbe JO lu- i>. 14^ Vol. 1. p. iTtl 



f^-Abrahajn desired to see his^jl^ o?id smb it, mtd rejoiced. 

SF.CT. to his testimony. And notwithstandinir all your ’>5 Yet ye hart- not 
boasts ye/ neTmhele'ss i/fli/ have »<>/ truly kjimn k"™ { 

Old £ well know him; and if I should tie- shouidsay, f know 
it, and that I know him not, or retract him not, i shall be 
my nrc-tensiorts to that p^nliar and intimate 
Knowledge oyiiin which I have so often pro- keep hi> .saying, 
fcssed, 1 should be a liar like you: hut I repeat 
. It again, notwithstanding all your enmity and 
your, scorn, that I pcrfccily kfMidm, and eckii- 
tinually /ttvp Aw in its tulI6iiit' extent and 
56 oxattest purity. And I will tell yon farther, Yonr fatbci 
' that though you despise 'me, as 'unworthy of 

your notice, your father Mraham h\vn%c\t was and u.ts.t; ...j 
even transported with a joy&i desire that he 
might see Itiy day,^ orjthi^ tiiAe of my appear- 
ance and glory, \ind in Stonci^'degi'^e, he saw [it] 
by faith, and rejoiced in Ihfe distant and imper- 
fect vieKv,* th^nHfnhy receiving every intima. 
tion of the pnrfihsdsof my coming which God 
, was ph ased to give him. 

Then the Jms •laid unto him^ Thou art not 57 Then said 
oldj and hast thou, who But half •"!»/» 

a century ago was not in being, any room to “id," mld^nsl Vi. 

sc«n 

fVai even /ronspnrtednnitknjoyftxi tke xxi. 14',a>id.-('cDr. Scott’s Chubti.m Ijle, 
sire thfit he m{{ht nc nnf dftit ; VoK V. p< Since I diiw up ihit 

ihi T))V ’tnv ItJs OCCOS- UPtc, Utertnereud niid le.nnuil Di. V* Ji- 

b3ry to translate the word turtiw has shewn, that iIutu t-, {iiuit 

thus, not only to avoid dm tautology veabon to belies e, our T/.id hr-rr pain- 
■whrth our translation occasioiM, blit a!- cularly refers to a spenal revi la'i n 
so to preseri e tb« force! of ih,o words ivi* niade^to .\braham, when he rea iit ii 
th And indeiL>(L the expression may that command fiom fioil io odci up 
with the stn<'t<'st piopriety S'gmfy leap Isaac , by which he was iuf..rui. d, ih.u 
i«g>t)rH.«rrfwjrt jbg to'meettheobjrctof the sacriiice then enjoined him v.is 
our wisshci, vks well a» ejtvlUng ,m the a bytnbo) of the moihod, v Im li God 
po8se<i3ioH irf it See Biacltw. SacteiJ would really tjiku for the red.'m}»uou of 
G'ltts-ics, Vol, 1. p. 46— 4, d* aittful wen, by the death and return <■- 

S ifn ,aif U by faith, A*td 'rq<Aci>d in the tion of bis ow'd Sun. See l)i vipe I esa- 
tiew.j I c.annot w'ilh Mr.^^Fle- tit»n VwK IF, p and the V in- 

mmg, (Chriytologs, VoV I p, ihat^ dicatiotl of it, lu thi ecoiid volume of 
tin* appcaiaiice of Christ to Ab,ral;a% Oceacwlial Kcwaik 
(Geii. xvjii. I.) could with any propiV^i ^ 'Jkm art not hfar^toM.} Christ 

bo heie refiTU'd to aa Clirist’e day. ft wa? not aew /re and Uurt'if but f’ras- 
socins much more reasOi?Abl<^ 'leon- ran*" tbww that worn with labours, he 
chide with J)r. Scott and Mp,<; H enry, wigit appeal' tddcr than he was I iLdit- ' 
that It iiitiriiaies some rmoulilir dwCovo, font imagtiuti, Uut as Ihfe Lci ilhs were 
rica which ihc Spirit of fiod miglrtnjaka di$chwged froth, ib.* temple >ci « ice at 
to Ahraharn for hi« own private eocao* fifty,- ^CoiJipare NumV. iv. 3, 23.) tliat 
latjou, though Tiotexprcfcslv recorded io age was pioverbtally ut-od . as T think 
scripture And thus, with regard to it might have been, 'without any mi. U 
him, iji.'. w( 11 as many other samisupder institution relating to tluiii. It is lirth* 
that'dispensatiDfi, ihesecictof the lx>rd to the credit of Ireneua’s judgment to 
might ill an e\li:iordinary nunner be haie inferred from heneo, m admutul 
with then', and he iniirht shew them *'» .m iniocitam ti.uhtion, faiheifd un 
much inure of hiS CM,eijdut 'Inn they S' • Luko, that ('hrist was now turned . 1 / 

V mild have dis<*uveied without sui'n e\- foitv. ■Jee Ireu, lib. 11 cjp 59. lO. 



He miraculously escapes tohJdjU^ey xcotdd have stoned him. 

V prticnd r)Kit thon ha*«t smi aiM conversed witfi seit, 

Jbmhum. ulio has been dead more ibsiu two 
thousaiui veals'* 

^3 Jr 311S -aid unto Jems u)i/n ihem^ I'rniy, verUij^ I s(ty.r{S}\,, 

•<bLm vt^niv, ^ solemniy affirm it as a iiio^t cer- 

i-v- //.iraliaiu was., 1 tain trii'li. how iiicrediulc swvvr it may seem, 
a/n. that bvj>>ye /ibraham isas borii^ >•' I bad a f>lori- 

oiis cxistetice with the Father, and I avi still iii- 
varicif'ly the same, and one with him.** 
j'l riun took they '1 !»“» appeared to diem so direct a claim to jS» 
up tof'.M it i,„' ii.e,m;and properfes of the external JehO- 
ni;n Sni its.i- ..if! ^ lieiiiff miioraiu of the divine nature 

liUii^i !f, and ”i ^ , , -III , 

oh: ui Mu; t.'oipU, vl C liH'.r, tiicy UioUj^ht It. mtolerahle blasphe- 
.■fin- iiu-vi;;ii tiio n-y • and though be was thin discoursing in so 
M,' u,^m 1 b*'^’ ' ‘ ^ the. temple, they immediately 

" ^ '*’"*'* ^ ’ took iWj?*^orne loose sioues^ wiih vvhicli they vvere 
repairing either t}«e pavement or the building,* 
that they might cast J hem at hin^^ to destroy 
him : hut in a miracubu&^flMiBUL'r conaaU 
ed hij'se'f from ihe r sight, aikdwent out of the 
temple, going through the midst oj them un- 
and so passul on to anpther place till 
their tury was a little appeasexi. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

With what pa' fence did our blessed //t'deewer bear, and with''*’*'''-' 
what mcr/inrs of wisdom did he answer, -the most virulent and 
oppiulnious hiMguiige? When he was rudely chaigeil with hciiig * 
a Samar i fan, and having a denion^ lie endured the contradict ion 
ot sitincr\ against tiimseLf , (Uob. xii. 3;) and being thus rettltd^ 
tif rfii/ed not again (I Fei. ii. ii3.) And shall we too kceiiiy 
Jre^.■^l tue rt/leillon^ wiiu'h aiv thrown upon us! May but our 
(dtiseieiKU' witness tor us, and we need not fear all that are 
against us I 


'I ‘'Vj'fre A(/rahn;nQ,m hoin.] J{r,»smin 
.t'», thsii Uji;; i. tlu* mt’anmg oi 
j '■ r'xu . , and M.ij}b<.‘lMis afri.udautJv j»s- 
Ulu , tm* jitteiprvulion. Aiiuot. I’x Xeii, 
!'• ■' ' ’ 

“ / iin^iiablv thP .’.amc. AV, | (>>in' 
p3i>. .Mob. Mil. <S. 1 bare Ivuglri’ph 
eiiiys<;»l()in and ii. tn; o‘nei:i^) .'ooked 
uii Uiis U:\i tif At kasi a -'tiong inutna* 
non of 'be Peity of Christ, nearly pa- 
iallf ! Ui Ui b i 12, o-y ff a <*y7^ «, /Arw 
,/)> /^/r — £ (aniTut apprflu^Hd that 

is ever ll^"<l for / \iit; mu una- 
S'lK that if oi'i f f.id bad !i(i (i a mere 
'I Minro, be ftould Iui\o \enUiicd to ex- 


press biDiself in a manner so neailv boi 
doiinjf on bldspheiny, or ha\c jierrniftcd 
Insbeiosed disciple so d-ui^croiisly t» 
diSj^ific bis meaning. 

* 'tof/krtp some loose t/o»fs, tvilh Avhiob 
they ft'Cie rejmiriiif;', dCc J See Li?litfool, 
Dor. Heb. pn this place, and note*' on 
John ii. 20, Vol. £. p. 14'E 

^t'otni' ihtovffk the mtdsl vf ttKiT)."] The 
omissiUD of these noids m tins passage, 
as quoted by Clirysostom and AngnsUft, 
as acU as m some inatiosriipls, I .is led 
some to srspcct they were added tio/a 
Luke IV. ,^0, See Vol. J, sect xxmi- 
noteP, p 138 . 



50 Heflections on Christ* s pronto to deliver us from death, 

iiEct. Christ honourM his Father^ and souf^ht not his oum 
cv. So may we be careful of the honour of God, and checffnlTv 
V'*’v^ commit to him the p;uyrdiaiisliip and care of oiir reputation 
And we shall iiiKi there is one that seekeih^ and judgeth in our 
-^^Mavour. . ■ ‘ . 

51 It is a great and important promise which our I.ord herc^' 
makes, If any one 'keep my word, he shall never see death. 
Sense seems to plead .igiiirjst it; hut he is the resurrection and 
“>2 the life, anri hat'.) assured us he wiH make it jjood. l.ct ustliei-c- 
fore be strong m fiiih, giving^ glorij to God; (Rom. iv. I’O) 
Tltotigh not only Ahrakam axaC the Prophets, but Peh r and 
Paul, and the other apostles are dead, yet this word shall 
gloriously aceompiishi^. Still they live to him, and shortly shall 
they he forever recovered from the power of the grave: so that 
death rs^ to theai comparatively as nothing. VVitli them m^y 
our final portion be,^a!id^e may set Ir^iht by the reptoachrs, 
clamours, and accusationsof prejudiced, ignorant, and smfui men ' 
Adored gracious Aovidence that determined on* ex- 
istence to happy (/cy, which prophets vlxA pa:u~ 

arc hs desired tilsie, SLud in the distant vi-w oi‘ which Ahruharn 
rejoiced! Let it be also our jorj; for sfrsits Christ is the .uinn' 
V^yesterday, to-day , and for er^er ; nor could the heart id 
lioly men fully conceive those things which Gicl had p/rpa) en loi 
them that love him^ and which he has now revealed unto r > by 
his spirit, (l Cor.di. 9, lU) 

, SECT.' CVI. 

T/id seventy disci^hs return with Joy: Christ foretells the great- 
er success (f his gospel, and praises' his heavenly Father Jor 
. the wise, though mysterious dispensation oj it, Luke X. 1 7 — J. >, 


LUKE X. 17. „krX K. 

y^FTER these things, Jesus determined to a n i) ibr soMi.tv 
ttdvc 1ns last, and, as .it secm«,' his most sue- ^ returned 
'ct'ssful, circuit tlirough Galilee;* and,, before 
ho set out upon ii, the seventy HKsqipk*s, who 
Iia r been scut before him as liis harbingers, 

(sect.xcvii.p 37 ;) returmd to him again^ with 


-> Ills l^^t circuit tliiough Oafib^.l 3t 
I.nki.* hiii given u> a large accoMiit of se- 
veral oec\irri.nces in it, omitted Vy all the 
other evaiiijcllsts j and < think' tlici^ can 
luenri donht but if must < omo m here. It 
was dii>i>at<'l) 0 {l bel'iten ibe feast yf ta- 
lu;rti.'K;k> .itul th(' dedivation (mentiyturd' 
Juhii \ soot «‘xA\iv.) or bclweeu ibe 
irnmtb^ ot '■eptoinber and iJtMvmber -“I 
tall itbi^ l.a'>t cii< i-it I'.iousfb (.altloo, 
bri’aiiH' it IS ‘.troiiulv ililMiirili’J, t!i it af- 
■‘I'l ihu ■•nnolu i.Mi of It lie lo'ijim'd ihi 


Chernomcrr-e' btetore bis erncifrtion. (f^ef' 
f.uko \iu. 31 — r.:). aiirl John x. +0—4'.’ ) 
Qliiclcty .after his resurrection which 
whs the nest sprinjj, rtpti five hundred 
bretlir' n ni ^'):dih‘e'. (! i'«r. w. 6 ) It 
is jirobabic most uf them mijh.t l>e con- 
\ertcd in this jonme} ; for vie never find 
him attumded bv gicaterrtiuUltadcs, nor 
bis enemie mote alarmed, than t.briut 
this liir'c 

t> Ae '.rifl/Uii il!S«.i|»it,>) ict.iT'icil to him 
1 T { resume no* tn d»ierinin,€ where 



They should njoice that their names are uriiien in heaven. Si 


PvcntlK‘iie\!)s 
AT>i vjbie( t unto ua 
*hr-mih thy name 


Aiid iic !>aid 


oreat joi/, attended with soui'/ mixture of' si>') 
prise, LoetU we have ne.i oii!\ eurecl dis- ^ ' '■ 

eases, acconiinir to the powir tliun wast plead- 
ed to f;i\e us, (ver ;» CJ!> ) hui, ihoij|:'i thy y , , 
commission did not directK exu'^ess mjiiiucU, yet 
It appears tliat even the dem’ins liu inseKis u/v 
subject to wIhmi / 4 7 /^/ me vh- command 

them to go out ot such as they hail posscssi-d. 
yJmt he said to them ^ i Know that it is and I 


mtoihtni, 1 beheld rnust be SO*, for f invAflf ^ 7 /r. .Vr//(/ii, the great 
jroin heaven on h.-* tiistjuins^ie'-sion, and well 


remember how iiiimeduiu* and dreadful his rum 


wasp and I foresee m spirit ijiai renewed, swift^ 
and irresistible victors, ol which this pres^mi 
success of yours is an earnest, which the ])re.u,li- 
ing of the gospel vshall shortly gam overall these 
rebel powers, whicli eveVi in their liighesr 
.strength and glory were so incapable of o))pos- 
ing the arm of G(k 1 And, that vou ma\ more 
Dthuhl, I ?ivc sneci ^sfullv pursue this con(|iiesl, behold 1 now 
ml., vnu puucr to give ijou a miraciilous portiei\ securely to tmid 
ii^ adousnpMita.iud 'itrpents and bcormrms. those venomous and 

M in jjiijiis., amlovfr . . I , I .« j 

all Urn powrr -f iim hurttul Creatures, (co h[)are Aiark xvi IS, and 
♦ riiiuv , aiMi ii.iibuig Acts xxviil. 5 ;) 111 toKi'u of your tnmn.di over 

Satan the great which he may set in lu- 

ray against you; and \ will so eH- etUtiil} sup- 
port you in all ilie trials vou sliall meet with, 
that nothnig shall bij «/?// means be alili- 10 iit- 
juie you, wlule you continue fanhtul in \ourad- 
, hv’reiiee U) my service. (C'ompare Psal x( . 13. 
and Gt’ii. lii. i.>,) Nevertheless, )t;oiiL ihd ho 
) Ni.uithstaml- ^his, that the evil spirits ate thus sub- ‘20 

'i)g, in ihis rejoice yVe/ /f/ j/ew, and that you aic ^ nabled iini.K u- 
«<>t. Uiai the spirits ious|y *to coutfoul llttm*, bill t'af/itr rijoiLL' that 

vo^u bliri^ather rl'^ names ai e -iinftenin heaven, and tbat xou 
loicc, booansfc vom stand enrolled among the in irs of that giorioo' 
naini :, .ire written in world, as the peculiar objects ot the divine fa 
vour and love. 


or \\hf'n they met him; but conbidcnri^ 
lhfj\ were by the law obhijed to attend 
ihis fuMsi at .leriisalein. it Wfins must 
probable that was tin- time and place 
^ / uia< ‘ialuit, &(• I I think tins an- 
'iHi'r to the seventy loses much of its 
In-anly .and propriety , unless we snppO'C 
S.itdr) to h.ice been ihe print t ol tin; 
‘lonioiisthev spuko uf. and 'ilhiw Cie 
VOL. 11. 


reference hinted at in the iiaraplir.is,., j,, 
the first fall ot tli.it icbelhui’s -.pint 
Compare 2 )'i t ii t, and .Jede, \ i . i 
-For the remamder I tins sei fiun, Tiid 
some of rhe lollowme, the n nlu nmv 
I'onsiilltht noU.s I 1 Mi.'prii'ill i 
icfirred to, vvhi. U h.ivv> beta cuivuleit^ 
in their propir pbice... abov 

O 



'21 III that Iu>iii, 
Jesus rejoiced iii spi- 
rit, and Miid, I thank 
thee, OFatlioi, Loid 
of heaven and earth, 
that thou hast liid 
tin sc ihingi tiinn till? 
wise .Uiil pnnhnt, 
and hast icvcaKd 
them iiiiio Im1i» s 
cicii so, Idllor, li>i 
so It sreincil good ii» 
thy sight , 


82 Tliei/ xvere much happier than the ancient kings and prophets. 

SKCT. In t> at rrmarIsal)!o hom\ Jesus, in a pleasinpj 
cvw contcnipfation oft^tc succts,':, that should attend 
his gospel, though it wa? to he propagated by 
such weak jn-strument^, exceedingly rejoiced in 
his spirit, and said in the words ho had used on 
a former occa-sion,'^ (Mat. xi. 20, 26‘, Vol. 1. p, 

326;) I ascribe alorij to thee, 0 Aln^ighty Fa- 
ther^ the (Jreator and Lord both of ^heaven and 
' earth, that while z/itut hast hid the^eihings Jrom 
the wise philosophers and prudent politicians of 
the age, thou hast discovered them in the mean 
, time to otbt'rs of an inferior character, (fud haU 
graciously revealed them to the weak, the igrio- 
rant, and t!ie poor,kVvhoarebuCas infants in the 
eyes of the world, and in their owri apprehen- 
sion : he it so, 0 Father t I cheerfully acquies^cc; 
m It, since such is thjj sovereign, wise, and holy 
pleujsure, to humble human pride, and to dis- 
play the ^lory of thy name. 

22 Tlicu likewise did .lesus repeat the declara- 
tion of his own extensive authority and saul (as 
before, Vol. I. p, 326 ,) All things in the king- 
dom of Providence and j^raCe arc delivered to me 
by my Father , and uoo/tc perfectly knmvs who 
the Son i?, eaeept the Father; nor who the 
Father is, except the .Sbn, and, he to whom the 
Son wilt be pleased to meat [him ;] sq that 
from me you must Icarn the saving knowledge 
of (/od, and the way to secure his favour. 

2 ] And then,' turning to hi$ disciples, he sind [to 
ihcm\ apart, Bks'sai are the eyes which do, or 
hereafter shall, see ike things that you sec: and 
(I may ad<i) the ears which do, or hereafter 
.shall, hear the things that you daily and lami- 
',! 4 liarly hear. In the midst of all your poverty, 
fatigue, and danger, you have reason to think 
•yourselves exceeding nappy ;/or / uiy unto yon, 
iind very solemnly assure you of it, That many 
of the most eminent prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation, and even of th6 most 
pious and illustrious kings whom God raised 
up to reign over his people, desired earnestly 

And loif/ in thewofds lie had iii>pd on ailcnd thebc liia despised .-ei vaiiti, astlic 
:i forinci occision.] J ht y ai e here re- dehlii^td ronqnci.ir'i of Uu* iitft'rn.ii 
peated mtfi evidtiiif luoprjei}', in t1>c h fjioni, by wtiom'tiiuu''aufl!? of Uio poor 
view ot thut glorious 'uCv'esswlychiliould should be luyught to rcicr.e the gu'-pcl 


?- Ml lliiiv;s oil' 
dcluoictl to im oi 

mv F.iUkt .III ' .1 > 
itiiiii kiUM elf) '> • 
IjV Sou I hiif ' ■ 
Fatfii’r; .\nd >Iv. uic 
Tatliur 1'*, liiit till 
Si'll, and he to wlioni 
the .Son VI ill n'. ci> 
hm. 


'i J And 111 tmiw il 
him until M* di- 
cijilf', .mil s.iiil 
•prixatelj, l{ll*^'C(l 
arc the t/cs vvhiili 
bOf! the things tli.it 
yc see 

2-1- Foi I tHI von, 
that many prophets 
.ind kings have de- 
sired to see those 



Reflect ioiu o?i the joy arising from a title to heaven. 8.1 


t^i^o^^^hlLh \ iee. fQ have scen the fhihjis which ym sec^ and did su f. 
and havt; mil ^ thtm , and to hate liiurd the things <'vj. 

tho‘i( ihiiigiA»h)ch>c 7t7/«vi i/ou heuKy and did not hear them: 
hi^ar, and luic not member then *u)w miicli you are indebted to 
.vard tKm. the divine ooodiiess, and let it be your care to 


make a 'suitable impiovement of tliem. (Com- 
pare Mj^t. xiii. 16, 17, V'ol. I p. 360 ) 


IMPROVEMkNT. 

Anm are not our obligations in some measure proportionable y**’***' 
ta theirs, while, thc'.e glorious sights aic rejected to our tyes'^'^f 
from the mirror of his word, and these glad tidings are crijned 
hack to our ears ■’ Have not t^e also reason to adore ilm pecn* 
liar l.ivoiir of Coil to us, and to adhiire the sovereignty oi (lia2l 
lo\e, that he has been pleased to reveal his Son in us, ’and has 
given to such babes, its we must own ourselves to he, ili.it spiri- 
tual kiiou ledge of him, which he has suifered to remain hidden 
from the gioat, the learned, and the wise; Even mi. Fat he} ^ 
must we also say, Jor so it seemed g>‘od in ihu sight . thou hast 
mercy on whom thou wilt have mircy, aniT often exalte'*! the 
riches of thy grace, hy the meanness and unworthincss of iii(;sc 
on whom it is bestowed. 

Hav‘' we reason to hope, that our vvorthIes.s r/unir.? are wntten^l ) 
in heaven ^ let us olteii think of that glorious society amongst 
whom we arc eiKolled as members, and rejoici in the thought 
of those privileges, which result from such a relation to it : yn /- 
111 com|iarison of which, a power tb heal diseases, and 
ejtet demons with a word, w'ould hardly deserve our^^y In a 
,^ratefu! sense of them, let us adore the giacc which g.ivc us a 
place III the Latnb's book of life, and be ever solicitous to be- 
liavc 111 a maniior worthy of so illustrious a hope. 

We have great encourageuu'nt to expect that he, before whom IS, 1- 
Satan fell hhe lightning from heaven, will enable us finally to 
trample on his power, i.et us not servilely fear that condcniucd 
criminal, already marked with the scars of the divine vengeance; 
but Ictus cheerfully hope, that the triumph over him will be 
renewed by the preaciiing of the gospel. Quickened by that 
hope, let us more earnestly pray, that the ruin of his gloomy 
kingdom may be daily more 'and more apparent, espi cwlly 
among n.s; that onr gracious Redeemer, who reckons tlie inte> 
lest of souls his own, may have renewed reason of./uy and 
prfliAt' on that account. E.vert, O blessetJ Jesus, thine own a!- 'Ji 
mighty arm for that great pur[»ose; anil, as thou alone can.-.t 
do It, reveal thine hea'ieniy Father to those v\ho, by ncgJecLingLv* 
thee, shew that they knou) not him f 



8'i. A lait^uer nshs uJiat he must do to inherit tteriiallifr. 


SF.CT. evil 


Christ anm'ers the senk who asked what he should do to inherit 
eternal Uje ; and itluAtraics his answer the pai able of tin 
^ood Sanuiritan. Luke X. 


LrjKi X 25. ' 

\yMILl ■!oiir r.ortl was discoursing in this man- 
ner with Ills seventy disciples, an assemhly 
of people gatluMcd round them; and behold, 
among tin; rest, a certain man who was a law- 
}je)\ ot one ol those scribes who made it tiieir 
profession to study and teach the law of Mo- 
ses, and to resolve many curious rjucstions re- 
lating tfi It, lose up with a design to try him , * 
and, to indgo of the skill of Jesus in divine 
maiters said, O thou great Ma<iter and '['eaelior 
in Israel, what must I do that 1 may inherit 
that eternal !ije which thou so fiequently pro- 
posest as the main object of om pursuits, and 
winch Is indeed most worthy of them 
; And Jesns, as /^^rlvnew with what closion Ik* 
had pioposcil the fpiestion, wisely returned it on 
himself, and said to himAWhat is written in the 
law, winch thy profession must engage thee to 
have made thy study ? how dost thou find the 
i ase to bo dclermincd there ^ and what is it thou 
dost so frequently read there?** 
t And he replying, said, It is there wntton as 
the sum of nil the commandments, (l)eiU. vi. 5 
Lev. \ix 18;) Thou shall love the lord thy 
*‘^'()od with all thine heart, and with alt thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and wiAi all 
thine understanding ; thou slwlt umKi all the 
‘‘ faeiillios ol thy soul to render him the most 
intelligent and sdncerc, the most adectionate 
and ic*-olute service;'’ and thou shult also 


Ilia >. 

J> iit ii'iM, ! 1 1 1 
lain law j > i Muml 
iij) iiir! Iciniili (j liim 
Sd) Masti I , All i; 

s'l ill I dll til Ill'll 1 . 
i.n'Oul lij( ’ 


‘ 3 w H( nil II' I 
bmi, W Ii.il Is u . I 
Ml tllC' l.kVV I' IliilV o >(<<- 
t.st Liloii ‘ 


'i” 'mi ill' .ill 
IliC, " lUl, '1 lilKl J 
lli\l llKJ I eld n.v 
(Iiid, ftill. a'' t'l' 
hcait, .and viitli ail 
thy soul, and iiitii 
all thy St«* .Hid 

with all tiiy iii'iid, 
and tli'i 111 i^,li')iiiii .1', 
Uiysi It 


“ With a design lo C / At/)?, I Pr. B.ii- 
io\i eiiiirliidcs. It w.i, with an intent i » 
^usu.uv Inin, lliu qiu^iiof> bfing '-u ile- 
U rinincd hj the liijLlurs, that for 

'I diltcn'iir .inswcr hr iiinjtjl have been 
.neiiM'd of her*, --v; ^''Oe U.niu'v's Works, 
S 1 p 2 ,’l ) hut I s, ,■ 'll,, tfrUiii 
j'H.i'f oftso b.iil .in iiiti i.tu‘11 
’'/o':.' fl a tlii.n. so I'll 1, 111 iitiv re .il 
Viiunj;.! w ii!i ',ir.it pnlUK’iic \ 

ohsfiMs, Hull Ahui 111.' siiiln-' icpliej., 

'i /iin/ f''>e III • III / th'i (ii'it, 
dnlj p dll in tin'll si iijuiigiK'-, fthich 
mjile Uie .’.u ^iii ’■•i m .inpai' n'K p>v" 


per \ itrinp. .Syiuac- p. U"if )0 ) .\ud tluit 
this pissage of si'riptme !•< still le.id by 
till' whole ftSscuihlv, both in tlieii iiidiu- 
mg and nenj/tg pntV'rs, .iiid is i .died, 
itoiii the lirst «ord of (*, th/' Slii’iiudi. 
inn;|, be sOi n in r'(’d.ih.Mii\ ( i'iIiikuik s 
( 1 the model n .Ti-\ts, p t‘.) .uid 1 1 i , eiil^ 
it IS uh.seiv.iMo, llu'v li’aie nut Ui i( 

< ! Ills*;, / ^ifi.'t (iri,i’ {Ini i.r'i'^hk'in i,\ 

ihf.clf Si i Wojtton's AI)s<i-ll \(il I 
1 ni--iav 

'I 'lou sh.il' ur,i!e .ill the t.K’iiIlies t t 
lliv soul, tkc J I .ippii b( iid, ViiUi Am J'- 
fi lii'p tiii'iisiii), ui itiii a null's';'.' 



And is luld, If he love God and his neighbour y he shall live. $5 

* \ 

loM? tinj veighbour as sinrerel)? and iinpar- sect. 

iinll\ tiiou lo\e>t 

'A Aijtl hr JeMis ivadiK approved his answer; biU was 

tir.t-- iiMu, rii'U! iia'.t to oofivinfe hi III at tlic same time how 

M.., .uhI tiimi shall rjir was from coiiiino- up to wiiat the law nv 

i.-.i', quircd: and., in this vunv, he said to hiniy Thoic 

hast arii^'ii'crcd right: do thiSf ami thou Audt 
Int : do it peiieelly, and Lhoii wilt have a legal 
claim to life; or cultivate this temper sincerely, 
and God will not leave thee linally to peiisli, 
but will give thee all necessary discoveries of 
his will in ordcM* to thine eternal salvation.- 
liMt lit, ^Mllinir }jut he^ -ii'illing to justify himself as to tlieiJii 
\u i„t,.nrity of his inquiry, and to display the vir- 

wiiii I, tiiv tue of Ins ch^iracter, not at all doubting but he 
sufficiently understood his duty to God, said 
unto JesiiSy And who is rmj nnghbau}\ whom 
by this latter precept 1 am ohligcd to love? for 
1 would fain know the whole of my duty, that 
I may practise it in all its^exlcni. 

'w. nn- ' . "i* desits irpl^inPy spake the Ibllowing |>a-3c» 

iiin inVn wdw* ddwii •’'dde', which was iiitcoiled to sliow, in lhe most 
1,1, 'll I iumImu ro livelv manner, that evory hninan creature, who 
needs oni assistance, is to iiC con^iulered by ns 
-miiiKd him ni hi. our neighbour, ol wlratever nanon, or faith, 
i-i -ii.'iii, < 111(1 Moiiiiri. or profession he may be: and he saiif J irr- 
"I ' ‘'’1'* <<' tain man of our own country went do:in fiom 

■hid'* " 'fvasalrm io Jmebo; amf paN’iing tlnough 

those wdd deserts ahd dangerous roads,'* he fJ/ 
amanii some of those cruel robbers who so ofti n 
assault such as travel that wav : and these inl- 
tiaiis, having both jilunderLhl, stripped., and 
bound him, having also u-ounded him in a 
cruel and darigc*rous manner,"’ went ofi, leiciii:' 

M Aiid by chaiicc' him half dead. And it htippi ned, that wlnie lie’'- 1 


till. HOIK*).!! s(’ii'(’ <.f the jiasssiqe, iimii-* 'la,) the Tiord n itn- is u^J ni.tcad 
(,(it 1 (.M'.'- S(di< itiiiis 1(1 M (■'k a jj.ntii'ular tit.Ktn. And tins icij v*oi(l i. ip' t' , 

djs iiK'L i(li,\|(i fail) III ilu’ noid-, nM'd tiansijtol ( /i/toCi «(//'/„■, l-.ph i. iS, n 
lific 0 ( 1 )( iwiM' I should ihiiik IS, and 1 Icihu \ 

fhi «(',///, 1 ypiK'ial ('siiussidU, iilu&tial- ^ -i as-,.n^ fliruuj'li tlio.c wild dr'-cii 
((Ihyilic t' icp h'll'ivnig words; even anddaugciyiiJ- rouU.J riii'*i ir<M»no,ni< , 
'( r, a'f ihif Shtilf 'S» ,1SH(.'U choim, fji sn rnanv i-thbciios 

itu u.uriicst af'i'i ti(-ii ; \ntl \ilk tdl ihg and murdcis fwiniiiindt 'in Dm 
that I., with tht mil’ll road, whu ii In ihrouah ,» kind (.>1 .il- 
Mgoin 'S it'suluMoo (if (he Will , umlxiifh dniicss, thrif Icriin Iclls nt, itwa < illiJ 
/V /Vvf ) that IS, t'cnrr, thoMi.d// t.'in/.— .hnclio p -aMl 

Mking can to tomi lalmnal id( .11, oi .tUed it> .1 v..)l(\, pkI 

Im .‘s .1 c.'idc I'l e.i .lilt'd io*!. ainl th,. [,i,ij(,, ot „iin';' doiMi in t. 

>i’nlMi„„. n.''.idi,i- v( nia. 1,1) •■//o./„./,,//|.,nm.ii,i'.landtbnM- 

' T' i , liliif III .1 j’V. I'l ' ;ii<i‘ 1 iM.oksii 1,11, Oujoj. r [ 'I hh tn,!' i_. i’n|>ii(d 



liejievlions on the exercise of charily and benevolence. 

<-T. om i onl, fV hat shall I do that I may inherit eternal 

llJ^> / \V''iat we not vmIIiii^U to do, and to bear, tliat we 

inav st'cnro ‘io fjreat a felicjtv ^ Stii' will onr I-oid answer ns 
from bis word, that we wwisKbept -e commandment. s ofXrod^whiXc 
wc are looking to him .i*- the end of the law Jo r righteou.mes.'i ; 
(Rom. X. 4.) Happv are lliey that faitlil'nlly df» it, that through 
the grace nMndested in the gospel the^ may have a right to eat 
of the tree of hje > (Rev. xmi. l-k) 

May tins uhsiract and summary of the commandments be -a rit- 
ten, as it weie in enld- n characters, on the table of each ot oii) 

' in heart‘d '' May we Lve the Lord our God -ucilh all the united 
\ powers and faculties of our soiih, and our neiiihbour as 'ixwceitly 
and fervently as oin selves; t And may we learn, from tins b('au- 
U i\i\ /untible of iho good Samaritan, to exercise our chant} to 
t>ur fellow-creatures iii tite most amiable manner ! 
tU, 32 The Jexris'h priest and Lenite had, no doubt, the ingenuity to 
find out some excuse or other for pas'iing over to the other side , 
and might, perhaps, formally thank (rod lor their own ilelivc- 
rance, Aihile t|uy left their brother to ble»‘d to death for wain ot 
their assistance Is it not an emblem of many living chaiiu - 
ters, pci haps of some, wltose caerid office lays them ui)cle» rl.e 
Strongest obligations to distinguished beta voU* nee and geneio., - 
.; 3 ty ' But the good Samaritan acted the pait of a bro/het to th' > 
expiring Jew. O ^eed of Israel^ 0 house oj Levi and of ' 

will not the <lay come, when the hnuvane virtues ol heathens 
vsh.'dl rise up in judgment against thee ! 

31', 3.5 f.el ns lelloci vvitli shame, W'ftat are the differences hetw'cen 
one, G'lrntian and another, when compared with those between 
a Suh (irifan and a Jew t Yet here the benevoleiuv ol a good 
he.iit overcame even tliose ; and, on the view ot a w^omuled (ly- 
ing man. for'iot that he was by nation an enemy. Whose heart 
does not burn within him, whose eije.'^ donor overflow with ttin ■> 
o/'dilii^h/, while lie reads such a story Lot u.S;^e and do likc- 
regarding every man as our neighbour, who needs our as- 
se iaiice. la-L us exclude every malignant sentiment of bigotry 
aiuf party zeal, which would contract onj* hearts into an inscnsi- 
hilsly for all rhe hiuiian race, but a little select nunil>er, whose 
-entimenis and practices aie so much our own, that (iur love to 
lilt O' I- hul self-love reflected. With an honest openness of mind 
ie- n^ liways emember tlie relation between man and man, and 
feel .md cultivate that happy instinct, by winch God, who has 
tanned cur hearts in many jnstances alike, has in the original 
( onst’tntion of our nature strongly and graciously hoiuicl their 
to each other 



Christ comes to Bdkamj^ and is entertained there- 89 


SECT. CVIII. 

t'hn.sf I'tsifs his friends at Betkamj^and commends (he diHuL'itce 
zi'hich Maro attends his preaching, while her sister Mjr- 
' t ha was too aiuious about the entertainment qf her guests. 

Luke X. 3Sj to the end. 

u-Ki X 38. . 

It tarae to this timo* our Lord quitted Jerusa- sm. 

^ pa'.b, as they lem, and sot out with his dl'•cl|)l^'^ on his ^ 
that he entered from thoncc to Galilee, tht‘ ()1 

la-i ami a certain taberiiaclcs (ab wa^ observed above) beuig Inlly ^ 
wum.in. named Mar- concluded. N''W it cohie to puss^ as thnj were 
III!, nceived him journey, he entered, with manv of lus 

attendants, into a certain ueij^hbounn^^ vtlUige 

called Bethdiiy; (compare John xt. I, seel, 
cxxxix ;) and a certain pious zcoman, xchosc 
name zoas Martha, with the most clu'eriul hos- 
pualify retcived him into her house, ilimkint; 
herself greatly honoured by such .i visit, 
vj \mi she h.id And she had (I sister catted Maiy, who, be-'Ji* 

.1 .Mst IK ailed Mai y, i„p oiuinjstly dcsirous to uiiimive this happy 
‘Aim h /il'o ‘i.it at .le ^ ' e i ‘ ’i* l i i' 

Mie iMt, and heard advancing III dlVIIlC KUOWledgt' 

hi^ Word and a reljgiotjs temper, sat down at the /eet oj 

’ .A'?t/.v,‘us an liumhlc discifilei*' and heard wmU 

most diligent and pleasing attenilon his w isl- 
and gracious discourse, wliieh, as Ins usiidl prar- 
tiee was, he began as .soon as lie cainc in, to 
address to those timt were about him. 
vi) Tii't Marihi too soiiciious about ihc van\‘ty -JO 

"•* and clt-ance of the entertainment she .intend- 
ed foi her .sacred Guest and the company with 
him, was exceedingly hurried'^ and perplext-d 

- A himl Lim; lime ] f exiVrP!.s myself in Luke viii, 5.'>, a»id Ail-i wu '>.) .tU'* 
viii ‘1 iinih‘ttiuiiit.iu manner aitothedato likewise grew into <ipro\i il) foi Inmbl- 
ol this little, I'lit M i\ inslMutive story, aud diligent attention Sco ili'* .mihnK 
ixjcauiie I appichi-nd the cv.ingcli.'.t Ita^ cited by Wollins in luc .md '-‘pet I'lll,, 
not PKiiftlv dficniiimd when It happen- \itringii, .Syiiap. Iih i. pait <’dp o 
r’d, which it was of ud imporUufP for us •* ll m exceidinjily Ini/'nl, | T’liO woid 
e\.ii'tly to know. It iijighi very poshi- Arffiiff-Rttlj priperly siunitlcs tu t'*' dra'^K 
blv be lost at ihis time, at least the (a>.*ii weie) (l^jerfui leaiy* at the ■•aiiir 
want of .my suffii’ient reason for tr.inst- time, and admirahly exprCb^O'* the -i 
pokin'' it, obliges me, on the roles I have tuatioti of a iiiimi -riirroimdcd with so 
laid down lu myself, to introduce It heie# manyobjcits ot caie, *hat it haidlj 
Sir/ n/ (hr h‘>t of Jesvi as an knows whn‘h to .itterid t» nist. .She had 
h'linbU- disciple.] It iswell known, that probihlv sorvantb. to whuin •he urfilit 
I'lis was the po' till e in whii li learneis h.»\e comunited tliCbii alhms , .md >1.' 
aUendtd on the/r tea- hors, (compare humility and moderation of our bles 'd 



90 Manfs attention to his wrd is better than care. 

sncT. about much servirnr ; and coin iuii into ihc'voom hf'iviij,', anfi 

, * .1 tame ti* him, and 

(.till, vvijcrc .lesus was, not witlioiilsomo warjuin said, J.ont.tie'.t 

(liscoritct)t, e\pres>»od how iniich she was not cuic that mv si^.. 
x"4u. oUended at her bister’s sitting stili, and san!, ‘«r haUi leu me to 
Ijonl^ dost thou not mind that my sister haslcjt Jh”efo/r that* she 
me to provide and sf}\^ np the entertainment hdp mr 
alone ^ uliicli is more than 1 can well manage; 
wlnle she sits heie as calmly as if she had no 
ct)ncern m I would not take upon mo to 
call her away fiorn thy presiMice myself; hut I 
beg that tlioii wonidest interpose in the matter; 
speah to hi r therefore, that she may lend her 
hetpuijii hand u'lfh mine,'^ and let her then sit 
down to hear thee discourse wIkmi the cntcr- 
tainiticnt is over. 

1-1 Jnd Jesus in reply mid to her^ () Martha, And JcMi^ aii- 
Manila, thou art over anxious and disturbed ^^““1,“'*' 

with restless agitation ot spirit® about wwny tlu, timu ,ut t.n< fi.i 
things w'hieh are not worth so much solicitude, and nDiihird .ii.nui 
and might well ha\c lieen spared on such an 
42 occasion as this: Hut let me tell iliee, my dear 42 hut nm' i' .v, 
fnend, tliat there is one tiling absolutely ncies^ ' ' 

saiy,^ ami or mlmitely greater importance than goodpdrt.isiiuii ^ I'l 
any of these domestic and secular cans ; even 
the care to have the soul instructed m the sav- 
ing knowledge of the way that leads to eieinal 
life, and to secure a title to it: amt Mary is 
wisely attending to that; therefore, instead of 
rejjrovmg her, I must rather declare that she 
has chosen what may eminently l>e called the 
good part," ’which as it shall not be finally 


woiild ba\o Uk.en up with 
had b»Mi loss exactly prepanjd; 
'■^|v•l,IAlly .IS slu' h.id so valiuiblc and so 
htfinal in opportunity ot impio^iiie; h»T 
Jjiiiid 1.1 tji villi' kiunvlodgf. 

J.r?id /,tr helping ku'td -tw/A vwiv J 
'1 bis !•» th(* o\.ict import ,>f 
ubitli Is ,U.^o with iho utmost |>ro]ii''i 
iist.<U’or the nob/nwic which the Spmi of 
CW SHIM'S to the mill miUos Ilf onr (iraii 
I’.Uuro IJoin. >in. 2 a. 

e liiiti-r/)fd with restiPs? agitnUtm of 
^J)Irlt.J 'J'hc void IB no whcfc 

1 Iso used in *tIio Now 'I'cstamdnt. It 
oms lo < spitf's'' tho rt’&th*'S hitr.ai’on of 
u person in a tuiniiltuous i rowd whoio 
-i> mpiii .»ri' jTCssiim ii|.<iii Inin tli.it Iv' 
t 111 hanilx siainJ ins gioniid, or id 
1 r 111 ;:if .if .lyii iMi'ti 

f 'I'lin/' I'l iiiii i'l" ' ftfu\ '//.I 

' / I'l' I I ll s 1 i.lU ot !lv,ii\- 
• t i.iil iii«i f Mill i,>')pbtt..'"i:i 


lh.it i'\oi w.!"! ultcii’d. iful Olio (.i:i 
sv-arcc parduu tlw (ripul iinpcrtiiRm o ol 
Thi'oph\ I act and I'asil, who evpi in it is 
it 111' ottly meant, One duk uj mvA i'- 

I'M tah, 

!“ I'fie Iiood pull ] Th.lt !>ii;nirics a 
poll. I'l, thcie ran hr no i easonable ihmbt , 
hut ihat here is ,ni\ .illoiiou to tbr cils- 
toni of seiidnn; llic beif poitiO'i id .au ni- 
tci’Ui 'Miciit to a gurst to whom pern- 
liur I’oiHiur was intiaiUcd, sei'Uis toy- 
great a relincmcEit, and notc't.icllv s.ut- 
dhli“ to ibi' occasion , though sown; coii- 
aidccabU* ciilirs ivue defended it. (See 
V/oIfiuB. in lor .and 1 Uiifcr, (>b.ser' 
Vol 1, p 220, I lionk. rendering 

T>n' »ypS\v (j Mr '^ood port, is nuire 
liriiblr, as well .is moie littial, thin 
(.nr lr.in-.la'iiin , .h it iiitim.iU’!; nollnii'’ 

I K(* to ill 'I’l'. r llii 11.1011' (if ff gd. i/ In,: 
when tdinpjiiil wit'i tlu',. Compair 

'll It. \ 1 i', -i - ' I 



Reflectiom on the regard due to the (nw thing nmlful 91 

Tiot be ukt*!! away fakni (irvay from fur, I would not now hinder siu r. 

her from |MirMiu)o ; but rather invite thee to join fviii 
with her in her attention to it, thoujrii the cir-'^^'^ 
cumstances of our intended meal should not he y"!;" 
so exactly adjusted as thy fond friendship could 
' desire. 


improvement. 

So steadily and zealously did our blessed Lord pursue his 
uork, with such unwearied ddij^ence aiwl constant alToct ion! No 
sooiuT IS he entered into the house of this pious friend, but he 
si'is Inmsell to preacdi the word of salvation, and is the same in 
ilic partour which he had been in the frmple. t) Maiy, iiow 
deli'^htfid was thy situation ! Who wouiti not rather iiave nal 
v viih. tlie(> at the feet rj JcsuSf to henr his ndsdom, than have 
tllKd the throne of the greatest prince upon eaith I Blessed were 
f/une eyes in what linn saw, thine ears in what they heard, and 
thine heart in what it received and embraced, and tre.i»ured n[) 
as //; 'd winch would endure to mrlastins* life ' 

lion iinhappilv was her good «.v7cr deprived of the entertain* 10 
nu'ni of tlii'se golden moments, while hurriH about meats and 
driiiksj and tables with t!ieir furiptnr.e, till {>he lovi, not onl} her 
opportunity, hut Wr temper too \ as it is indeed hard to preserve 
it, without a resolute gmird, amidst tlic crowd and clamour of 
domestic C.UVS ! Ha;-py that mistress of a numerous ianiily, 
who can manage it^ ( oncerns with the meekness and composure 
ot wisdom, tind adjust it>affiiirsih such a numtier, as that itma\ 
not csclude rtie pleasures of devotion, and cut her otrfrorn the 
iiicaiis of’ relioious improvement I Happy tlio mmi who, m a 
pr' ssnig variety of secular business, is not so cumhered and care- 
Jut, as lo forget that one thing which is absolutely neLdfui ; Imt 
le'^nliitely chooses t/us better part, and retains ir as the only se~ '!!, 4 
cure and everlasting treasure ! Oh that this cofiiprehensive and 
important sentence were ever before our eyes ! Oli tiiat it were 
iiisenlard deep upon dur hearts! One thing is needjul. And 
what IS this one thing, but the care of the honl ? what, hut an 
humble attention to the voice and the gospel of Christ Y Yet, un 
if M/.y wore of all things the irtost uiiDCCCSsary, for what pool 
trifling care is it not commonly forgot ? yea, to vvhai worthless 
is it not daily sacnticccl ? 

Let the minniers oj Christ, let the friends of souls in every 
station, exert themselves, that ail about them may be awakened 
duly to regard this gr<'at interest ; accounting u thiir meat and 
*hrir drink to promote U. Let them be always solicitous, that 
oeiiher they noi others mav neglect it loi the hurnes of loi- 



9 ^ Chrht bans, by his disciples fa leach them to prcnj^ 

srcT. })ijsy a liiV, or even for the sci vices of an over- officious fricnti- 
shn>. 

SL(’T. CIX. 

Chniif beime cutivaUdhy his tbsnplcs to ti(h'h them to pray, n - 
peats,, u'lfh some addiiions, the insfructwn't and inanirit^r- 
ments relating to that duty which he liadjonihrly i^i.eii in 
his sermon on the mount. Luke XI, I — J3; 

1 UKK XL 1. IiM M , 

SKr, .ohI tlif?n leaving Hctliaiiy, went on liis A ^ “ ‘ 

cix. "‘\v; cliMding his time, as umuiI, *>('tw'ccn 

the care of teaching his iiunierous followers and plan 

the exercises of secret devotion. And as he i>f 'nisnt .-m -a in^ 
■ ^ rctfs one day praying tn a certain retired place , 5llni'**l*oMr'riu(J*i h'* 
when he had ended ^ one oj Ins disdples suid to to lohn-iK.^ 

hniif Lord, v/c desire thou woiildcst teach us to cmeia in . 

pray, and give us some short form which may 
he jjrojier lor tmr Irci^ueitt use, as John aho 
taught his disaples,^ and other leading men of 
the, several religious sects among us have taught 
i heirs. 

■ hr said to them. When ye pray, \ ou may An<i 

list! thill foim which 1 before have given us ^ 
romjnelu'nsive model and direclory tor piayer, ‘ 

(sco Mat. VI. — ri, Vol. 1. p. 231, tk sa/ >) 
and say in your a(ldre.sses‘to God, “ () Goil of 
“ the spirits of all flesh, who dweilcst in llie 
“ high and holy place, with hiinii)le reverenca^ 
we how Ijcforo tliee, and W'ith a hiial conli- 
dcnci^in tliy nieicy, and mutual love unto 
eacli Ollier, we would look up to thee as to our 
(,Tod aud Father, K-//owith the most amazing 
‘‘ grace and condescension art ready to attend 
unto lhesup|dicatioiisol thy children fioin tliy 


* }' J'lhn d'li {'III ja dfsciplf, ] Many 

'•’init'il mtii ih.it tut' W'Vk)',h 

iisnl III ihfir folliwm 
') (III rniiii uf jiMM'r, .is.i pemtuir b.irl{te 
• t ih( II ttl.iOiJii (uiliiir Tliiii lohntiie 
liapOst li.nt piobaMv ilusic, thous^li vve 
^iiiin out iioH uti.U It And III this 
iH»w only, call u.j suppii'-c the disuplea 
I guld Mijw .ck .!( '■ii*' to in. I t! c,» tn /na i , 
l(ii il ir, not to b(> thoi.,;l'i, ilut 111 llu' 
llircc pM'i i di’iT; \« ais ct In - iiMiin ti he 
id not (llu 11 Ciuri insfuu ic ns 

,^]j I . to till* *j, lift! .nnl»' I' III 'i(p:i T. 


I i',;li*fuot niidri'j* c.id the rc'fpic'-t and u. 
bwd Ix'torc aud I \\isl nc\ir met 
with .iiu UuTisr upon it whnli h.u '’i\*‘u 
iiu‘ more SIT, staft.ini Sie Mult >5 W orif , 
p 1, e, and I isldfuoi’s tU'i li'h in Ku 
I'fJod, > I think il loit iiisiuo 
to the Kveirnd Mr ri'oilwin 1<> let il»** 
rr-adi’l know, th-at Ihri ;Mnp!iia‘'f‘ ■ n ttir 
W, .Id, and |ih it r'* ^ war. wiill.nln, 
luni Iliad lii'ifonly "in n .i ti.Tnslation, 
l\a m<; pamphraM'd tlu'. I'-vi-tllmt ptac*-! 

I'CTou* III \ id. I '(Ht \l tlio ijuti"- >r\ 

i !i'i I, rt> 1' ( I’l dfi d I . 



repeats the form of praijer he had ^iven them before. 

sii.'h in m h^ivt'u, <* O.xroiw I H hi iiven : we ndem* thoe tis posse^srcl •'r> i\ 
MiiJ.iw.ii |j. ti.v t, infinite norfoctioiib; and as otir lii'vt con- ' 

IMIIK Ill\ klllidolll , i’ 1 1 i' 

tliv ivill 1.0 ‘ C«‘'l I** ‘‘-'1 l«‘y Tulo 

a- III hoaieii, “ rcqUCSt, Mdl/ tit t/ HU t/!L‘ hc C\ Ci'y wIm^W X|, j 

' ■■»»'' i( fijitil, iiiiiy tljv pel Iccti-Mib bf (I’eplayi'd 
' tb’rniifrli dll the world, iiud be r(■‘»ar(h■d wivli 

the. Inchest \eiu‘i anon ! And, that the ho- 
“ noiir oil tliy Majf“*tv nuiy lie tliiis exalted, 

“ May ihy kmgdiun come whe-h thon ha-it pio- 
** ini'.erl to eslabliNh under the Me>siiih; iBJiy 
th\ vietorions giace In* univeisally iriiimph- 
* “ ant over all thino enenwes, and thy people 

“ lx* wdUng III the day of Jiy powiM ! And, as 
“ an evidence of its elUcacy on i'»e hearts of 
men, May t/iif holy K ill be (hmi\ rtv il is coii • 

‘ staittly. in heaven^ so Itken'ise upon em th , and 
“ be as cheerfully suhinitted to, a.s tiilly :ic- 
“ quiesced in,aiul readily obeyed in all th'in^fs, 

“ as It IS possible for iks in this imperfi;ct stat ■, 

“ lo imitate those heavenly spirits who doligliL 
“ in d(»ing thy couiinaiHltnents, and iKMikmiiUL', 

- in\. us (lav t)v “ to the voice of thy word ^ Dining our i oi'-d 
: I' mni iil> i.iv.kI «< tiinianee here on earth we would not he ^o- 
“ iiutous to seek great things for ouiSeUes, 

“ but humbly beg that thou wnuldest pite ii\ 

“ day by day our daily briad, and u.ndd 'st 

“ supply us, as our wants o'tiiin upon is, .i;b 
such 11 competent provision of ' • ' t-. ' u.ncs 
“ of life as may enable us to wivi hei ac- 

“ eeplald\, and to arteiid i\ii.hoiit flisti non 

“ and uneasiness to the poi ror( 7 )<ui' t o* our 
. ,*ui'i iijr,iv*" in “ dniv. thougii tlie gniir fl o'^’ ini- j, 

..111 i\ii uc jl-ii ‘‘ cjijnies niiglit justly separate belAOin thee 

»s. »'»' sooil tilings f.«in ii,, 

I .111.1 1 . i.i II. ni.t “ we earnestly entreat thee lo (‘xti iul t - ’ m r- 
iinij.t iMMi imt ‘‘ (jy i(, us, and to fniieke us all oiir , />»' 

«' ii ,<-i II, hum i'vil a av. the bowels of \vho‘*e meicv < annol 
be compared with’ thine, arc vviliing to jer- 
“ fit.*: every one that is indebled w and 
** dc^n»* to pardon all ilnit havn inju'-a d 
“ and, to prevent us for tlie, tune to come I’luiu 
■* falling kiito sin, britif' i/v not into on cum- 
stanc'*.s liiut will expose ns to the dau;.-er of 
('to/t/i/rfiton, nor sull-'r us lo lie tempted ahovo 
what uc aV'- aide to l-c,u-, bat keep u-> l‘V 
thy graiofivini aH I'lUju.ty, and at 

“ /rthii till p )wer of tt e ail one, that be may 
never tiiiimph iii oi.r tall, and we inii\ liiial- 
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lie encourages them to importunity in prayer* 


SECT. “ ly be wived from all the ruinous effects of 

Ami when fic tlnis had taugiit them w'liat 
tlii’y were to pray lor, in ordiT to cxciti* and 
cncou'"age them to a believing importunity in 
prayer, he yud to ihern^ IV hn is there oj you 
that lia.s not observe 1 the efficacy of importu- 
nate requests r‘ If, for instance, ^skuil have 
ajrinid, and shall go to him at midnight, and 
knock at his door, and say to hnn, Friend^ 

1 desip' thou wnuldest tend me three toaves; 
CiFor a () tend nt mine, who ivas beniglited on his 
J‘>urnei/,.ii just cine to my house, and hruvg 
aitogoiuer unprovided, I have nothing to set 
'I he fon- him for his refreshment: And he from 
within, instead of ^rantin.; his request imme- 
diately, shall at first be umvdbncr to do it, and 
anyurr bun, and sail. Do not disturb me at so 
laic an bon*'; for tin’ do.ir ts lune shut and fas- 
tened, and my children are with me in bed and 
aslei'j); so that / cannot rise lO give thee wlial 
filhou a«kcst. Yet if be still go on to. press him 
that lie would consider his necessity, and com- 
lily with hisrc(|ut*st, J tell you. Though hcwould 
not rise and give him the loaves that lie desired, 
bt cause he av/’i /i/v neighbour and on 
(fctouiit of (in importunity, as lie continues 
knocking, and will take no denial, he will at 
length gel up, and ghe him as many as he wants. 
pNow then, if one who was at first iinwi'liiiglo 
regard Ins friend w as overcome at last by bis con- 
tinued earnestness, and yielded to bis importu- 
nity, much more will God, who is infinitel) good 
and rich in iiuncy, though he may not see fit to 
answer you immediately, ho c»Ttanily prevailed 
upon at lerigih to give you what you stand in 
need of, if you continue to be oaniest and im- 
]mrtunaie in your prayers* to him: and I say 
tliircfoi e to you. Whatever mercy yon desire to 
obtain, ask it ol (hul with a continued fefvency, 
and if shall assuredly be given you: seek it with 
ilili^.enc(’, and yen shall find it; and if it be a 
while delayed, knoci with an earnest iinportu- 


5 And he haid lut- 
to tlicin, VVhuh of 
you hliall ha\u .1 
frit lul, and shall 
unto liirn ai U)id<^ 
night, and say unto 
liini, frii'nd, lend 
mo tlin c lo ivos , 


fi For a hi end ol 
mine in In', jour- 
n<’v IS I'oiin U) m( , 
and I have* noilnng 
t'l set hetor* hi 11^ ^ 

9 >\nd 111 . ft urn 
Hithiii hall ansuor, 
and sas , 'rioiil)l( me 
not thodiM)ri» uoiv 
Khiit, and m\ < liil- 
dri n ail v itn nu' m 
bid; 1 cannot 1 ■ 
ami give llici* 

() i nay uiiU , ' I , 
Though 1(0 will liot 
rise and guc nmi, 
heiMUsi* lie I*, his 
liicnd, yet boiMusc 
of hjs importunity, 
he will iiM’ and giic 
him as many as lu 
iit'i doth. 


9 And I sjv iip.tri 
yon, Ask, and it ><h.ill 
bo gnm you, M. k 
and VC :;bdll tmd 


<’ 11 Ac IS llii rc (if.yi that lins not ob- lenoc- but Such accidental inaccuracies 
solved the i ificacj oi iiu|/(.iliinatc rc- are v»r(it times to bo lound iii the most 
ijm'sis-J The wpiiU in ilie .nginal iJ*, ajipioM'd aiiLhorM. The scnsc H not iht 
not make a compUte era min at teal sen- li.s» jdain. 
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Cod is much readier io give good things than men arc, 

knock, and it viiaii at the door of divine niorcy, and it shall nr. srn. 
' iTr'of /e yoi/. And tiu* Mim-ss of * ix. 

a-ikeiii, otliers niaj enconrajic yon lo tins, ;h what in- 
. t(. , and In- that rfced lias been confiruied by iia|>| 1 y and eon- 
‘'**'‘*"* t*yporicnce : for even/ one that ask’i^ wiih 
t'l', 0 bhaJlbc opon- an umvcar/ed fervency, receives ; and he that 
dilij^ently ; and to him that 

hiocks^ a^aiih and again, fbongh foralutlt* while 
there may he sonic dela) , it shall at icMigih be 
opened. (Compare Mat. vii. 7 , S, sect, xlii ) 

1 1 If a son shall Jndj further to assist yonr faith on these oc- 1 1 
Ui'iK^ reflect upon fbe workings of your own 

KwJi lit him :i hearts towards your oflsprinir, and eousidcr, 

.ifiiK' ? or if /if ask a. }y}uit father IS there apiong you, H'ho, fa son 
of fits ask him for hrmd, will ^ive him a 
stone f or \f \he <?w] him for a jidi, ins/' ad oj 
1^ Or if hf shall a fish will give him a serpent f Or if he a\k 12 

'I'ltrtmiMsunplIin" SO iiiinatiiral as to ^rne 

him a scorpion ? and, in the room of what i> ne- 
cessary for the support of life, will oifer Imn a 
thing that would be useless or injinious to him. 

I'l If yc then, he- /f yoH thcu, who are, at least comparatively i:{ 

I .a I'vii, Uu^ how perhaps some of you inrhned lo a p(‘- 

1-1 tom fhiidit'Tj nunous and morose temper, yet hjnnv fu'zv lo 
how'rmuhmor. siuii give good gifts (0 it/our children, and find \onr 
/. /jri-iiiMi /'Illy Father hearts disposed to relieve their relnrmncj luves- 

I tiieui that a^k V of daily provisions . hoxc much 

' in ' more shill fyew/’] heavcnl/j Father, who is m(i~ 

nitely pow'crful and gracious, and who himself 
has wronglit the.se dispositions in yon, he ready 
to besunv every necessary good, and t;ven to 
giz'e the best and the most t;\cellent gift ol all, 
his Holy Spirit, to them that smcerelv and eai^- 
iicstly f/v/i* him for it ; to pnHiiice and eherisli in 
their hearts those graces which may .fit them for 
the services of hfe, and for the joys of an li-i])jiy 
immortality? (Compare Mat. vii. 10, II, 

Vol. 1 . p. 2I1-.) 


IMPROVFMENT. 

W'liL does thi.s pr:tuion become e;v cry disciple of ('’hihl.v.r i 
Lord, teach us to pray t Thou bast taught us by thine exa iij le, 
and by tht' precepts of thy word ; tjeacli iis also by thine Holy 
Spnii ' Kxcclleoi is this form oj sound ond diviiv* words, wfiicli 
<Hir great Maxtor hen- recommend'. (>od forbid, that any if 
his followers should censure their br,-i!ircn, vv!io tiiniJv it sl.i'l 
piopcr to use It, not only as a directory, but as a lonn too, 



96 lirflrcfiom on the prmjer Christ fought his disdpks. 

'♦r.cT. tlioujijli pcrijaps with some little variation from the original 
" st'uH' of some clauses of it ** I^t ns attentively study it, tha^ . 

(oiiLiM; and expressive as it is, our tlioiights may go along with 
Its several j/rtifions 

Let ns learn to revi rencc and love 6’er/,*.'ind to consider onr- 
^ stdvcs as bvtfhrcn m his family. Let the glory of his name^ and 
the prospenrv of his hingdoyn^ be much dearer to ns than any 
M'paiate lnter^‘^t of our own. Let it be our cordial desire, that 
his xciU may be umvi-rsally obeyed, and with the most entire 
consent of soul acquiesced in, by all his creatures, botli m hra^ 
\cn and on lart/i l.et our appetites and passions be so mode- 
i.irnl, th.it having even the plainest food and raiment^ tre nun/ 
In: ih< lavitfi content . and, on the other hand, how plentiful so- 
evci on r circumstances maybe, let ns remember, that r/rty A// 
daij we ilepcnd on God for our daily bread . ' Nor do we nei'd 
even the most necessary supplies of life more than we need dai- 
lij pardon , to w'liich, therefore, we should be putting in ou: 
i;oiistant claim, hcailil\\/ijr^^/v/??j?‘ all our brethren, as we desire 
to \'ie: forgiven hy God. Conscious of our ow^n weakness, let ns, 
as far a<- we can, endeavour to avoid circumstances of teinpta 
turn , and when necessarily led into them, let us he lookne; n}« 
to heaven forsnp|)()rt; labouring above all tfiigs to pre.scr <* '»ui‘ 
iDtegnty, and to maintain a conscience void of offence. 

10 I iepending on the certainty of these gracious promises, and 
' encouraged by the experience of so many thousands, who have 
on asking reieivtd, and on seeking'found, let us renew our im- 
fiortunalc addresses to the throne, of divine grace : and, remem 
beimg the compassion of our heavenly Fatlp r, let us be embo) 
(Icned, in the Jull assurance of faith, to ask every ni;ces>ai \ 
lilessmg, especially the communication of that CMilighlening ainl 
Minctifymg Spirit, without which our corrupt hearts will fmd out 
a leady way to almsc; the choicest of his providential favour-^, 
to the dishonour of his holy name, and the deeper wounding ol 
6iir own niiserahlc souls. 

•' W itli sonio' v.irialioii from the to be our daily temper, and the fucjlh- 
I'nmmf Sf'iiM , \ l>r (luyse has exc( I- nijjs of our hciiit before (Jod Nn 

ImiUv sIumuiii hi*, note on Mat. doobt, thr.usnnd't of C'hnsliaiis haM dailv 

ih.il ill! - [navci lu il*) origiiMl sense was rofie.lnnenl .and cdilu'ation in th<- ol 
]ii.(aili-irlv siiitci to the dispen''ation it; and it is astonishing, that anv jboutd 
t'un prt M-nt, aa nitroduei'jiv to the Mes- .ture to eoudeinn tboir br* tlirui Iv. 
•.lab'i kuiKiloiii, and has giion a just, it. But I would hope there are 
,iiul \ei V i'\pro9'-ivo piiaphrasc o< it in snypiofrs'Jioti now rem.mnm; i\boh,i’f 
tji.at jinitu iilar Me\v. But there is not .a so m«rh of tht' 'onit of oppotilion jud 
tl.ui.i in it, wbn’li will not boar a mure consul loiisri.'** 

'’\iri>sue st'Ose. and what ought 



Vhrhl dining icilh a Pharisee, offends him by not cashing. 97 


SKCT. CX. 


Onr lord dining at tht hornet of a Phansee, seriously adino- 
. iiishis him and hm brethren of their guiit and danger, by 
'■a'liuii they are exasperated rather than ie/ormed. Luke X! 
'i7, to the end. 


iA.i \i :'7 

Ll'» it. 111! I’ll 
■'I iiiijilit liifr tiidjtl*' 
I ii'i li in <tiu] he 

>w lit 01, jiid fr,u 

iwri to ifii'jt 


1 iiki' 
\1 // 


'i Ar.l nhtoi Ui« 
)’ 1 ,1 1 <‘t‘ •■avi a, hi 
I 'n I til il tl tl III' 
‘i Ki ii'it In V I'-hi (I 
'I ' ni iliiiiii'i. 


\iii| llu Ini'l 
.ml niim him, Nnu 
(I ' 1 1’ [ Il I, I'soi 
I li oi I in ()l 

Ml ( Pji .i.id till |»|,ii 
r ‘ml I mil iii« o 1 
; 111 I-) t, 'i ■.! 1 i\ 1 1,. 
I • 111! , 'll lim 


1 UKf*. XI. 37. 

after our F orJ had delivered tiic’se m i i 
it happened one day, tliai w’/iz/t* he e\. 
zi'as speaking to the people about the j^ieat t-oii- 
cerns of llunr eternal salvation,' a eiitain /V/t/- 
/ i.ur llieii piesent invited him to dine ivith him , 
and, with whatever view he niiglit do it, .fe.siis, 
that he might not seem morose, oriibeiisihle of 
a riviliry, accepting tlio otfer, zeent in to Ins 
hou''C, and sat dojju to table. 

And when the Pharisee who had i.u ited him 
SQzv that he was regardless of the tiadmuti ol the 
eldcib, and did not fnt nask la fort diriiur^ ac- 
coidmg to the constant custom of then seci, hi 
Whudend \a{ /V,] considenug tin* chai.tct<‘i he 
litid /or an es'tr.iordmary degri'c of sancLity 
Hut the Lord, perceiving Ins tlioughis, and 
Knowing that m some circumsiaiici’s a lai'hln! 
ie|»rool is the most valuable, token ol hi ndshi^i 
and gratitude, said to him, As 1 see you are on-; ' 
ollemicd at mv neglecting tlie (.rreinonv ol 
w’visliing l)ofore dinner, I (aniioi but plamU tel! 
yon, liial you Pfiaristesiwe too much IdvO itjusc 
jKople that (haii'ic <jnlv (tie ontsidt vf llu 
cup and ilie dish, zihifc tJie lUsidc, which is ol 
mucli greater importance, is Icli dirty and Imd, 
lor w nil regard lo many of yon, i/rur ni:-e/d 
party oven > our very heart and coiisi.ieiU'i\, i', 
defiled, hemg fuUj'J rupiiu , and ol all the Inui- 


11 li.ijijn Ill'll oiiv’ il.iy, tint:. ^f//c fe 
A ••/taith ■ ■. ] 'Ihi' .iliL'niuc ii'ddcr 

Vlil M>>1\ imsom tllll 1 h.lvtf IWMO OMilt- 
iiil ii.it i)i'i.uiL i.nin lliL I ml li th*’ J jiU 
! ' tlm Ik' Mi'tiii)^ itf the 'A h veisi', ’I'hrit 
f 1 in&.'iinl, ^ I>.! — l\i\. .IS beiu^ 

’'.iiMv I' I'llh'I 'i> M.it \M ie.{ 

.11* Mi.i III 'i'l, ts 1/ Niir ooulit J 

ii .Ml ; 1h.ll 111! ' 1 Ilf' i1i>.i'i>ni*>o, 

'.Hi, I, : I'.i \ n- Mii't I 11' uni'll ii>i I"'-, 

^ 1, 1 ■ ' * L I It Ilf i( , .iriil .ih till ' < erii- 

.1 ii.'iji .ill . i|.’ Ml ;u ; .III /• lit !, ( \.i 


ri^tv.'in(l rP‘'tin’>l.im 111 i;i') i' I'li i n'u- 
stJUL'L'?, [ ihouf^l'l It V 1' hf I " tl> I t-> 
lransn>?e 1 uk'j’t stitry, tin. • ■ Mki 11 o 

repHUion ffir RiMiiled — 'I’l I‘ ;iiu im* V ' ■ 
TJ- i\ht!L I'l u'71 ini', 1 

think, tail I V dilnii the tmii I ti.ive ;; ii 

jt 111 Ibi' imripliiJ c, b-.J it diiv |i.il"ij 
ylhenvivi , ji ^iill b< .'j-j i * Mm Im i- i 

fhiL i'' m lii't i< , Vo! I I) 

s .1., '( , ,»iul .ill 1 li.i' ■* ml .il'ii ' ! I 

iiiii.d.ii till -.1 li'.'i [> 1 u' U' v..lb 
ii III f.'. V.A . 1 »;i I' I' lif’ 



The inxeard part is more to he regarded than the ouiteard. 



«‘st kiii'Is oi' jXjlI'iiioM and u'uicidnas J^nt hd 
me s( riijii-lv ask \ on, 0 /hou^'lif/est cira- 
and le t me* eh.ircjc von r‘hit vi ask vour- 
srli' s, Did not he tkal made the nut side, make 
d o that lidiidi nt/hui^ J)id ii«)t llie •‘aiiie 
( >() 1 t'lcit (Ti‘ate<l tli(“ l)()d\ , ereale rho soul too? 
ami must lie not inimutelv know hK own work, 
a» I fli.crri) and ahhor all those M*crcl ahomina- 
Jjw s, \Aliich, 111 I oiitoinpt of Ins oinniscieiiet?, 
\on ^UKi^' so.utl'iiII\ to conceal fVtnn 3’our (el- 
!o\\ -clcimn\•^ ? (Compatc Psal. xciv. 8, '».) 

1 I \\i old tlicrclorc, iVoin the sincerc'st conci’rn 
lo' voiii tiuc honoin and happiness, cxhori von, 
not oiil\ iM pui i^v’ \ outS(‘lvcs from seen 1 wick* d 
IMS'., hut to al)i)und m the exercise of universal 
• r/'o ^ll('s^, and p'lrticularly to ffive almK with li- 
Iici.-lit\ la propariion to ijnur sul/stance and 
llifn, it H l)e done iVorri a nj^ht {irmnple, be- 
hidii, Ood, the great Ihoprictor all, will ac- 
<’i‘pl and hl( ^s \ nu ; and though \on should not 
he so exact in this outward wasiuiig, uti fhtnji^^ 
are pure to you, so that you may usc them with 
condoit, whereas now you do, as it were, ol- 
Inte and |)iof.ine cvcr> thing} 011 touch, aiiil all 
the wai<‘r in the world eannot wash awa^ the 
stain. ^ (See 'J'lt 1. l.i.) 

’ But fdas, \ on seem little (Jisposeil to attend to 
tills kind and fairlilul advice; and tlicrctoro my 
chai u'lcr ohiim's me solemnly to warn \on of 
iIionc appioaclmig jndginents, wliicli, if spoody 
rcjientaiH c does noi [M'0\Ciit, will shorll) over- 


50 Yo fii'ils iJ.iI 
not ho th.tL ni.ulc 
ih.it whn'li Is ^ i(h- 
iiuT, m.iko ill It '.vhuh 
IS t^tlhiii also ' 


ft But rathpi scjIi 
, ilms of ‘>iu li 1 iiios 
as VI’ haw nil ot*- 
holiJ all ihni'.;. M* 
I'lpan unto \oir 


•iC But c^o iititv 


’ 0 7 /r t’inh'iiii'f 1 rnn As 'r:'-' 3 "i- 

. .L iiiilrlri vfuiil thju /.v^'-'oi. 1 oh.i.3i' to 
I 1 1 lioi ii thus, 1 iilici ilirin .i-iiiour ti.ins 
!ri " , \ ,( f unlr "'on M.i<. 'i'2. Vi»l |. 

|i ’ 7 ; I l’< lnniCfl rl>urr, i'<)hsn\ 
Voi T p J'.'Ti f'\|ilTiris tin lattorparl ot 

i!.< M’!"!’ as iT It ’’ m 1 l)(iii. Saul, " '4(^1 

• n II ^ I*'/, line III ilitlii'iii { brlvrn >i rtia'i- 
,n fhr V t xnU , iii.,i i "ininn that uhich 

" o :ii/‘n I .iiiii 1)0 si!( ji iK’i'Oiiary o>>«- 

• i>’ ( I'. .11 1.1 tuia’ii Ihi’iri as von sreiu to 

‘‘ Mijip, M- ' lo fusiil » liiin, he M.^Ps 
■' s.iiii \.\, '^1, .111(1 .Mil* pas ,. 1 ) 1 *, in Ans- 
loph.uKs, s>lii 1 * -iijnjl’cstof/rfinu, 

buttin Is so unu'iii'l nid toatcotn- 

n'o'itv r( ( I «'(1 so mill li iiiiiH-liM’lv and 

iioii' ttaii that I ooiild 1). < j orsK ><h inv- 
I It t ' di”. i.ilc tioiii (>iii ti I'islalu.n Ik’io. 

' li’ji'iji n»n I I'dtii \ie, I'li.c ] thus 
c. Ill Ills uiiili rstjii'ls it I he Iv.irnul llws 


(rxoii'il p JP.; h.is, I til nk, abmiil.int.i 
pioseil tliL Holds. T'if n' f''! (tirvs'.i "" 
r.'O, ']'»,) will \i;i) |in>tl\ ailnj'l Uiis m u.r, 
and aie Ihi s usi’d by <-oio<‘ ol liu- li.* : 
Cir.k * l.issK s Vo 0 liiJi sci'iii'. to 
a_c *■• '■o H.'ll Hith Ihr I onno" i.-o lo-t 
ov' n UmI IM.JI iiiou'' tuiii ol llajihi lius, 

( tniioi i‘\ j» - 't',' 'Oio (\ 

plains T(* by ‘ 

'r»r M.il >■'111 'J!i, "1 th.it 

u/'iA IS •xii/ii the 111}) (ii'l d’ih is a a 
Uad b('i n sai.l, ‘ ' ro iio’iit to 111 - h ui 
“ pr\ , find drink To till tlui I v , and iii ikt' 
‘ a libera disiidHitioo of fl'nn />• 

“ fk.t «,f zuOiin ihe ('to ivnl the il> 'i ” 
Blit tho lii’t \M’.' in vhi'.h tj ceiO'j n.id 
Imiii no'iili ito’il H is .IS (^'{|jii”-s|i ir t/ie 
l'm}.ii I Ihel-i'.il, .Jm-I., U',', fthti li i .i 
stioio^ ol'itM Iton .i-i.ii'ist this JIM .1 111 'll 
:itti rpii’laitoi 



ir^cs are denounced a<iainst flic Pharisees 

roiiDurfires'fol yc take voui whole sect, imn»ert)iis and liononr- sili 
ed as ii is. H o tiieiefore unfo yja, Phan- c\. 
ii'iijs, a!id jw-i- ux<r ^rc'- ' foi'f to oaiii the admiiaiion ol the pi u*sts 
' ul.jmt’rit, -ami tiiri uMil the pt'Ople, ijou most scrupulously pay ///c 
‘"V "* •>f niniLtuid nu\ and e^cry [ntluu ] tn- ‘ 

.,11.1 liot 10 W that <j;i<)\vs in _\oiii jraiMeiis, and c\- 

i.'ii. tin otlur nil- poet to recomiucnd yourselves to the cli\ i.ie 
' aeceptaru'c by such ktiul of oliscfrvaiices; huty 
at thi same time, you shamelully pass by and 
carelessly nenlect the, pracliee of ritihtcou.s /'/r/.;- 
nnnt to \ our fellow creatines, and i.f the lo-e of 
f/W \( 5 ur (Veator, as if they wen.- matlers of 
but little importance; whereas ind. ed tiuse .ire 
the duties that more espi‘eiali\ oui\ V /t, func 
done, t/yit/ yet I own you oiitrht not to ncplect 
the other, as even the least ol (jod’' eominands 
are to he revered and oheved. (See Mat v. 
in.) 

. \v., .,u!o von n 0 unto you, Pharisees, on aceonnt of yuu r. 

I., I<)M pi-id(‘, vviiich appears on evciy oeeasuin, and in 
'll '' alhiir ot hie! .yt>r ^<>z/ love the upnermost 
ml -1 .I'lij;- 111 t'.. m all assemblies, even in the veiy vjna^ 

' popaes \vh(*re you meet to humble yoiii selves 

Ijefori* (i()d ; and lUighiily alfect 'talatations in 
//'<■ /nr/r/eAy, and other public places, b} titles 
ol distinguished respect, as the [guides and f.o 
ihers of the pe.ople, the oracles ol inilh, and the 
"laiKLrds ot holiness. (Compare Mat. x.\ni 
I - Id, sect, clvii.) 

-t \t'- 'll' \ u //'() a mo you al.so, Qycsinbe^ and Phan-\\ 
)!-.s .,1,, I'uii- on .ucoimt of voiir deceit, as under all 
• .j,, ijj.iv t'lose appcar.uices o! the sliiciest sauoLji\ \oii 
^Ill'll >!»:.( .1 Mil, are tlie most egregious hypocrites of the ag '' 

II ! ih. iiK-H tiuit 1 Lvuly sav that you are lihc (■nueidicl 

lui r /I,, 'll rii. .lit' i 

1 j" M< I' a’/i/t/;,bv'ing overgrown wiihguis'i, m/ n 

u'otfi <Krr, and arc not azvare of \theni,\ till they 
stiMivbie at them, and aic hurl, or at least defil- 
ed 1 )> the loueli of them. 

• I iiitti ,u: wrrt'ii Jud One of the doctors of the laief who hap - 4 3 

I1.I- ‘jI Hi.- fawy< r>., 

'0\i y.ni.^iin lupcKTites \ and in vrry diCci'fiit (jrournstauv.'t's 

'•mm* » 0 },us \i-iiit tlic-C «oi N, Oi-r L»trd thri J CiHn|j^ic. Ilicrn to a/r./r 
iiid .mil Dr. .\3i|| .'.ne tliewi up, cd .tfiikurih, \' r '27, .».l. mecl on ilic, otit- 

I llimk l»i WiiiUjy Is rt: 'll in iotaimn«j sid.*, fiut Hi fili-d vi'lim, IkiI '.le to 

♦I'.'ni, I -pec'i.il) V 1)1 i.i I lln’v so iiincii om ,//. ./i a..’ ' n'u.t 'I h ini^la 

ilni'ii it.' >crso 4’’ '' 0 .' W hill) 1 xatn. oil' n h'p[» i. fo t»f' l>\ thi i..n-iili', 

l> ei ijt ij !0 ) uiii sij 

" I, ‘ , cii‘U'<i>td '.,•'•,<•1 I T''' «!. - !)• . .sioii sM I) ,m idfi.l ) is n in„i irii i 

' 'I II I'sL tlw 1 )i <1 1-< os ’ 1' ii 1-. rdf. 

f )i ' 1 V' il ^ I' 'I I i I I ,1 I I' > ) *' n • in I II ','M ' I /'( 'ijj. I I ijj- 

' d ,• ', 1 ' . I 1 '. .1 i tii L il !■ 1 n- 
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J liO ?s‘ added fo the laiet/crs. 


Jhi'i. jjcnoci l(j Ih‘ tl)at ui tbi-j last 

‘■> iru‘iniO!u*«l lilt srriiifs, who wort* a 

TuitT" l>it'ihr('ii lif- 

•j l<niL|;e(J, >tad unto iiirn^ ^ 1 Ar.yh 7 , iii 
sdtjiffi* //o,w’ littui!,'^ thou reproach c^i not only 
iIk* st‘t;L oi' iht‘ rii.uisi- ■>, ina /tw, in a ir.an- 
iit r iiiiht'OOiiiini? liu* tiigniry ot our liolv proU‘}»- 
Moii, as ilui jli'')(;siiari*'s ot iho sarrod tir k Ios 
^0 />}(/ .fvsiis was s(^ I’ai i’jOMi pallialinii tin uiaU 

tor lo iiif^-atiaU' witli Hioiu, tiial he 

phiiiiiv aial <’oiiniij( otisly sutd, Nit\ , it is .-i ‘Il(!i 
rt oi] ' ( Jnikf, ;»n I I mtoijt! it fory<ai, aiu' tlu'i’o 
Jojt‘ pa) m iilai Iv rt'jK’iil It lor your .idiiio .I'oii 
(I'o iinfo ynu t/t‘ professed iui( > pr. \ t •/ 

fhi‘ (air f /fir, hy \ our rigorous decisions on in" 

( erriuoniril part’iol it, and liie Iniina-i .diiioh'' 

• \iia li \ f)ii Iku Idftl to it, ]p‘U hh)d oi'u'rii/tr 
‘ffiihle /hinlori^ ajuiv.non t< diiil\ la^f 
tiieni on, ,\hile i/ou i/nu) ,stdve:> ui>‘ i-'f (otdl' 
‘hi biirde}i’{ zra)i one of t/mir Jiui^ci hut sul- 
fer vou) lives lo eoiitraditt ) our pi net pis, I'veu 
111 sonic of ihc most important instaiues 
n I also sohnuiily denounce a U’SM/io'f? ///’o. all, 
for tlie nuihguiiv and cruelty ol your reinj-ers 
uiuh’i this iiKisk of piety and devotion' iri .a a 
gif .ii e\peu('e i/eit build and adorn the y-put' hi <* 
of (hi prophel\\ as if you hud .i iiiighiv veiie 
tio.i (ijhf ad '(‘lion for them, though i/ 'ifr J 
JS//n rs sA.r f/u oi. Ihil a:> you are regaidiess <'< 
th" uisti in lions liiai the^fnophets gave , aii.lnp 
])ear ill VfUV eonduct to mutate }our tai v'l . 
liidi; i/i'u bear d'Unes.^ lo ihem, raiiiei Ji.m 
ng.unst them, and in etfeet/i/i/;m 4 and vndn aif 
-hi a'fir/^ (/ ijniirjufbir'^,^' /or as lh>y indud 


I nr) suit) unto h'lu 
Mrlstei , ihu'- snv insf 
tliuu rcpro.uhe>t in 


r(i Anri In' Mill 

W O } n'l ,i|-i U' 

!.i ' \ I - ' toi 1 1 I 'll 
mill u>tl< Ii'i'Mr, 
''lici'ills. til 1 '. 1 > > I I', 
nil I S' I', 

l-'iii'!' ihii ’ '.I 


i"l .f 1 . 1 ’ 

|r|l|' 111 ! 1 I ' I i. |;I '/ 
],[1 Is, *' f! \ I'M! * I 
1 < k'lll.il li I 111 , 


|. Ml t , 'll ll ' 


I'l iJ ' i!' ill 


*' ic*'!, 'I /"I ir nlc-htrlr'j (/ //<, /« , 

''■I''! I 'll ii'-i. illy I liDiJM*, r.vilui tli'in 

till' ,fiiil I iw \ Cl , 111 ■ JM'i iluil 11 iti'r.illy 

lUJTi l‘ !■) i.s a m 'ill 111 iijr v 1 1 .»u otlmc 

" liii li iliil I'lit I vi't iiiioui^ til' Ji ws at 

I'.is um'c, jiiil h.i! siitin;. iv miska 
'Mill m'lijMiUis I'liiiiC .U‘wi'h Idvv- 
M i', ',1^ ocr 0.11 ’ .1 it.'.in all lliciu )'H'ic 
Mil' OOMs.lli , 'SU ‘ , I \ of M" lil« ", 

nhi aiJi'li'il Cull, ''w, jiiL\ili\,)v to 
• 'll*' 'Mil (. |i| > 1.1 Cm In, Piohablv 
MJiJ I < tic I'l .''ll 1 , iji|f il 

U.ls II' 1 i'"( .ll'.ii l lllCI. I ,“lC» .'lilt 

U' ^i.d i. *\\u^ 111... Ic .! O'l 

1'. I ' lull S|,' M n I , 1 1 I , III 

11 il. 1 . ■ 11 . ' ml limit'' Ml 

!> . IV. 'Ji ll'l I'l'.l’'' r* * 


'J !' Ill >1 I f'lfii'^i (i'll fii/rei n t. i (‘> 1 / II 

. 7 * / -".'('n. I ISili.iji li.' n (‘nil-' I liC' ' 

U‘ • h.ii ;i' tl.i'ii witli 'oiiii in IV ii 
iniMCiliJil il be liiriiutli'll U‘i \ ill'll 

I •n’U'>ls iiiipo'f 1 i'].i’ii olhci •, III I'l ii 
li’oniu* pn'Cipt IS ut‘1) . 1 ' III' ( il , i.i 1 1 
u rfV If tci I') f'li w ml ot 1 il.ic Till 
ill nil ss foi the iionfinl nt mu hvi'' 
wliu'h tiicy nnhitt! ii'fl by ''"li r '^mir 
'fills Lfiiis to luo’. ' .i',.'inst ,'li'^'hp'l, 
(lie j\.si:i‘M, ji. ''S, fs, Ilf ) itiit llii'c 
Jjivvi ,>■ vuic 111 . I I'.ai.iiti'? , t'lr ll'l I'l 
•■rlilv'i! I )• 'rjrliiii r>.ii . Imirl. m-. in tic 
,v 

*' 'i/l.l 1.) tilt J I j'l ,'11 1 
‘If . 1 ' t t 1111,11 I, 


.uiij V inrliO.itc 

’ J \rf 'iIm'-I.' j" 



The blood of all the prophets should be rcqinmi of (hem. 


viii v(‘ tiitjr J(Xi' I it’hi, am! t/ou build their iepuhhies, oiio 
j'lmlchn <. uoulil imaiiiiu* tl»al >(uj tliosi' tnonu- 

jiuMiis not so nmcli in lioiiourot tlio 
pr«)|j!ic‘Ls .ii ol tho pcrsfi'uloiN liv wfiorn tlicy 
wc ie s(j uicketlly (le&troynl. (Coiiipaiv Matt. 
XXIII. sfct dun) 

■t’l I'll. I. inn .iiso 'fherejortj also the u'lsdoin of God hath saiil,' 
kI tin of I name commissioned to dedaie 

‘,..111 i.iop„,*ts aii.l tlofi-nninate imrpose, / will vvl said 

ij).,oi.^ .Hill ol ihth> Ollier prophets and v\iriiny(\]ujo\ me sen- 
III. Ol 111. \ sli.ill s] i\ parlicularlv tlio apos/h v u !io shall tieclau- 
:ti\ u( to them, a.> the l.M i^\|Kii.eiii loi 
their 1 eo', (M V and salvation . hut mu h I k».o\\ 
\> !>i' ' ; “ haulness (»t‘ then heari.<, th.it I’no vtill 
i.'i.'v despise mill ie)eet iIkmii; u.t\ . I , 
ii f'la/ !: u K’.// A’.'//, and will nayniile the 
■ |i Ti. . (' re^l .‘■'O (hat In (ilime np ihi' ineasine i;l 
' ^ ' li/eii s(,(’ fhov Will hr/ns* .such a tiMiihle <h - 

>'i*.eli<)!i M. u themselves, (hat the Id rd ej a/l 
' ' I' M // pn'p/it!'^ iFui maif\ rs a 7 //( /( //a.v /if . A' (’! u 'll . 

''' ' ’ " ^/?(^/ I min t he JoundatwH of tlietioi/d, i.i 

I .. I, ti.. ' 1 . . (i d ‘d ^his peui rutton , 1 - v cmi /, >/;i 

. ,0' 'li' >/ic A/ovv/ e/ niihtt'ous ^y/ie/, who in those i.iilv 

i I !. i his (li>tinLiUished piet\ was murJeied 

i-.'mi* 'I!' \u\l ii'.i ' ' inlnnnan hrothei, to (he (dood of Z I'lui . 

. ■ ' i''. '.O' .//t’ oiu* of iho Isist of the proi'li.'ts, T. // .m 

'' til betv'ieu the affar and the (tviple, hr.'i. 
iv*. 'JO - 2 ‘J ) f eu, in the '-ti oiliest tei !ii‘ I 
‘t (/'Jm, and repeat it attain, The rinii (oal uii! 
i.ie;., .jjUiO vou in lih rii^hteoiis jndor.uMit ,s:'..di 
' ’ li'jathul, that it shall seem as it tiu? jiinlt 

oi f.i' tie'll hlood li.a) Ix’en laid ni» in ston , 
ill... It nii^hl be reiiuired at the hands ,■/ tliii 


1 il.'il'C.n II I'l; ni'i.'! I' IS tet 

'\t III .1 11), '-t (lOllf illi.l iKI.oUf'll 

!. Jic, .(iwi li.iiii •! (no I oni V ill. Ji I t.i\o 

'1\ < M if 111 till {>.(1 .jl.U.lM 

' f ' /(/./. uLi 1/ (■ .i >l'l•l}l ij f I ' 'i '/* 
«... / 1 III f.nvst’ .'uiili M likin',, I VI. 

|i '.I'". 1 (1 II ipiir !•,( > (111 ('l.'ui^i* .ih Ihi* 
111,1(1 . , I |j ' la., .1,1 .Kill Mij;]!!) rs him 
hie I' ipiil till-, 1 1‘ ir.K'tt'i lo Chiisl, 
-ind III (Id'li.c that t b \!, ilir '.fv/y?!! of 
Ijoil .r/,d, ! Villi ?('V ' them /nujihilif 

- 1 «!. il>t noi hut ( lui''l mi^'ht wuli 
.■iiat|iii.| icis I'.* '.pok. 11 of !iv lhai 
|ilii'iii I) (, M Dll all iliir n s]i.'i t I.) Ih it 
I. .nil (t ini , I., in*. 1 pr. t(.i 1 .,nii.>t 

ippi.jli. i'(| it f. 1 1, sioiv. Ilf (In 11.*. 

- km* no* I, III, -1,1 i’k !•' i I’ ilii.,\ 

I ' i.iK's iinpl' 'I 
'’!r< !\ 1 ,'.. 


I ml lo tfdii, hie to 'It 
It u'-oii Id roll* loi 

III hi^ foi f<. till 111-' til* » d.l Ti 

tarnent, p. ‘i'^s 1 tJuitluii' i ipmi.iiio;. 
h**m .ui\ .iiiLiuii v.iiMi (iiii'-t 
onipi.wi r< ( 1 , oitlioui .v.i V '■ 'll I 

to ac't'l If wh.it tlu’ •’*) iivt ' 1,1 j)i\iii. 

wisiIdiii li.ul (h'tcrmiix'rl .i ! <i,' rn oi 
111 r i*f s|»i.‘jkiiij; ‘'iioiij(l\ ml .iiM' I ' III,; 

III' nastiu III Mfhifli uiMi i( li.i', mi i/'i 

intnpii'i.iliun, ,i pi I iiliai iii.eiiv .iiui 

piOpiK’tV 

k r.r WrW y/ ~ 0 .. ■.■*>/( 1 Whit 
thne ii ti O' /. i‘l'.i. 

‘poko’i • 1 IS lint pii.plioi. Ill ul. 

.V** I'.i.i m .)( I I'.mt III f I lii'ir 
,Y 'fii \t.il I . sl.i '.wi I'l VII*' - , 

, t 


lOi 

s. ( r. 

. \. 

I.uU 
XI tfi 


1,0 ,l ll >l 



The scribes mid Pharisees endeavour to ensnare him. 


SECT generatioh, and heap aprgravated ruin on their •>* required of ttu^ 
heads. (CompiarelVIat. xxiii.:}4‘— 36,sent clviii.) 

And 1 will add, that the disguises thrown on Wo unto y(»u, 
XI. L scripture, and the methods used to conceal it 

from the people, have done a great deal to ofkiiowNdsrc jocii. 
bring on tins tcM’rihle sentence: w& therefore m >oiir- 

unfoi/'>u^ inter prett rs of the law, on this acemint! ir ^nternlU 

for by these unrighteous practices you have ,n ye liiudcrort, 
as It weie taken away the key if divine know- 
ledge and instead of tracing out a spiritual 
Messiah in i>cnpture, and illustrating the tes- 
titnony which the sacred oracles bear to him, 
you have rather abetted the popular prejudices 
against him ; and have been so perverse and oh- 
.stinate in your opposition to the gospel, as that 
you have not entered in to the kingdom of hea- 
ven ijouvsehe^, and even those that otherwise 
were dispoM rl io do it, and would have entered 
in., you by }()ur wicked inanagemont have hin- 
dered, 

,s'i Bui while he spake thc<e severe and awful 03 And J III id 
things w’lih so mndi Irecdom to them, //te 
^crihc'i and Phariurs were so exceedingly Ii,e'i'hanMu'^l 
provoked, tliat tlicy began fiercely to fasten tn urge knn \Jiic- 
npon hi)n,'‘^^ and rudely end<*avonred to mi ntiy, and to ino- 
him to spook oj mmiy things that were Ae 
A4niost excepiionahle topics: 'rhereby lay- 54 1 a v mg watt lor 

ing snares for him, and attempting, it possi- ‘'nd^fikma: t.> 
ble, to start some unguarded word, “ w Inch ‘ ^oIm■tllms . 


• 7’fie !(iy of tn<ixc!e{li.>i‘ ] \ itringa undcr- 
stdfirlb this ot Olio tuiuUiiicutal truth, 
»lm;h would ha\(j le«l thorn mpi a know- 
ledge of the* wst: (Obsieiv. Saci lih. ». 
p. 12 A,) but nil their endeavours to coi- 
harrass, and bi.is the minds of men, in 
(iieir inipiintis atlt-r tiuth might be iii- 
t« tided heie, a» well as more especially 
ihoii disguising the pinphecies wbieh le- 
Uied to the Messiah.— Jt a fc;ey w,as Ui.- 
Ineml to them, 9 s the badge of their 
office, (see \ ol j p. 465, note*, and 
Camero on this plate,) there may be a 
beaiitifiil allusion to lliaLeirouinstanec; 
as if lit) should have said. \ou ^ako lital 
hey, n(tt to i/ic, hni to xet rc/e U, (See 
Archbishop Iillotsoii, Vol 1. p 
i.Uncr h'ls well shewn on this text, that 
the heathen priests were ealKd %tnSnytn, 
ktij’beartrs. Observ. \ol. 1. p '2'i8, 
fteiccly to fasten Ulxn kim J So 
iri (,«iy properly si^nitV.c, (see imtet: on 
'^ark vj 1*1, Vol. I. p. 198) — .Smm.il 


moic of the woidb here iisul are iiu ' 1 
phurs iitki a lioiii Imiiiin;' ■ 

li(u\ ni'ght be rendered 10 mouth 01 
beer down with the Mohiuc of their 
voids, as TlieophvlrK t excelliuth i\ 
plains it, hut llu addition ol sr:;;a 't/.Ov- 
viu. engaged mo laihci to fi Mislaie it a'. 
1 hive dom*. (Iiotms and Casaohou 
hai e 'thew It iiiat It so'iietiines Mgiulies 
io tramme lu a mtintUertul xt.(ui , hut I ra- 
mus s note IS, on the whole, the Lv'-t f 
hdie een upon this woiii. 

loslait it»/«e unguaided anil/,] 0 ip :/ 
in This eoaneetii-K has a mo'-i in ami- 
fill proprmty, and signilus the oagci- 
ncss with which sportsim n heat about ii 1 
their gamci to starlit liom its covert -- 
It jsvpiy pri'bable, .is Mr (’radock con- 
jeetuies, that the IMi.irisee, who vv.is ni.i 
tei of the house, had iiivitcd a great 
many of his brethren, and le.arned friends, 
on purpose to make a more foimidabic at- 
Taok upon Christ, anti by their concuricii< 



Reflections on the guilt and danger qfttypocrhj. lOS 

of his m^uih. tha* they hoped inifrht fall frovi his numtit in sfcr. 
tii^y raigiit accuse resentnft'nt; that th y ' X* 

might take occasiOf» to amise him for it beloj y 
the i^oman governor, or the Jewish sanhctliui); 
but the pruclonce of Thrist frii'itratcd ilieir mii- 
iice, in tht« midst of aii the p]aii)i]c.<»s of his 
faithful rebukes. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Faithful arc the TUnunds of a Jriend; and such were the re- 
proofs I'f Christ on this occasion. How well had al! the enter- 
taniments of the Pharisee^ table been repaid, had he and Ins 
brt't'iren heard them with Candour, humility, and olicdicnce' 

T hese men despised them to their rmn: let us often review 
them for our instriKition, that none of these dreadf ul ri'ew may ,-5 1 
come upon us. 

This discourse of our Ijord is a most just and severe relmke to 39, 4u 
e\cry /ij/p^icnV/crtr/ professor, who is scrupulous and exact in rnat- 
tcLs of ccreniomj, while he neglects morality i and is stiidiou'* 10 
^))i'ie in the siirht of men, while he forgets the all-})eneir.iting 
eye of (/od. It exjXJscs the bsteufation of t'losc who piidc 4 .; 
tru'iiisclvcs m empty titics of honour^ and eagerly afleci prcci 
dauv and supcnoriUj And it evulently chasu^es those vv 10 
prc'^s on others the duties they neglect themselves, and so are lo 
most right eoUssly^/m/^cd out of their mn mouth. 

How" melancholy is it to observe, in instimccs like these, the'H- 
hypocrisy and deceitfulncss of the human heart, and its desperatt* 
and unfathumable wickedness* and to see how men impose nji- 
011 iheiiiselvcs with empty appearances, like these /V/tf/v.'trv , 47 , 49 
who built the sepulchres of the former prophets, wh Ic iln\\ w ere 
peiwiiuting those ol tlieir own day; and, m contempt of ail th.ir 
was said by th<j messengers of God, were filing up tht mea^uiebO, .'il 
of (heir iniquities, till the cloud which had been so long gather- 
ing burst on their beads, and poured forth a storm of aggiavatcd 
wrath and ruin ! 

May tliat God who has an immediate access to the ln'arts of 
men, deliver all Christian countries, and especially all Protestant 
chiirchex, from such teachers as arc here described: who talced'^ 
a-u'ay and secrete the key of kmmdedge instead of using it, and 
obstruct, rattier than promote mens entrance into the kingdom 
of licaven! How loud lyill the blood cX the souls they Itnv.' bc' 
trayed cry against them 111 the awful day of accounts! and liow 
little will the i£agi 6 of unrighteousness, and the rewards of woild- 

n>stiinony to charpo upon him nny tbini; jiroppr, and the lonnq;!; .md /I’.il it cv- 
which Mii^ht u I'dcr luiu uliuuxious ■ ni il pressed more remaikabK Sof t'li- 
th- priMiice ofso many oftlii,m made the dock's Harmony, p.ut li. p. d. 

-Itscour&c delivered at this time more 



104 Christ charges hw disciples to betvare of hypocrisy ; 

Jy pplicy, be able to warn them against destruction, or to sup- 
port them unikr it ! 


SECT. CXI 

Chriit cauf ton’s his disciples against hypocrisy, and an mates 
them against t/icjear aj" men by the promise of exlraor din ary 
assistance Jrom bis Spirit in their greatest trials. I.uke XI I 
1 — 12 . 


LUKE XII. 1, ilkfXII I 

lECT. the mean time, vvlnlc Christ was thus dis- 

ciMii.'.ing at the Pharisee’s house, many thou- jraa,prJii 

of people were gathered together,^ and mnunKrabiu nmin- 
\ ^ pressed with so mucheatrernessto hear him, that 

they even trampled on eiich other: and [./^^//^] one anoHui, he 
jioiii'j; fortli among them, began to say to his iH>gan to s.j\ unto in^' 
disciples m the presence of them all, vSee that 
yon more ospceiaily beware, and above all things n.ansr'X 

take heed to ijourselves n/' being connptcd by »hicb hypcniiM. 
the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy', 
a Mce which secretly pnfVs up their minds, and 
strangely spreads itscdi through their hearts atul 
lives, so as to taint and spoil the very best of 
2 their duties. But seriously retlcct upon the '2 I’or tiure w no- 
folly of ij;>r yo.i may tosure yourselves as I 
have told you formerly, (Matv x. 26 ; Mark iv. 

22; and Luke viii. H;) that there is nothing ovtWnt 
now so secretly concealed which shall not Redis- 
covered, and be openly unveiled another day ; 
nor any thing so artfully disguised or hid, zehich 
shall not then at least be made knoxvn, it God 
does not more immediately expose those shal- 
low artifices which he now discerns and abhors. 


^)So that ivhaiex'cr you have spoken with the nt- iVr'rorc' 
most caution, in the thickest darkness, shall hTm!! 

then be pubiishcd and heard in flu clearest er- in*a«i m the ii^fht 

fulgrnee of ; and what you have whispered that whiih \<' 

in tl;e most retired chamber and closets, shall 
then be proclaimed aloud as from the house-tops be pro<‘iaim«’.i uirfm 
ill the audience of all. the honsfi-tojis 


* Many tkimsanth qf people tcere gnlktrtd 
logelJ'er | Ft would Imj irmio exactly roft- 
di'ied tvijnurh , hi't lest every Eilx- 
li'h reader should not know that a tntjnud 
la ten thousand, I render \i tnany Utm- 
n't/l. ; nor is it necessary to take tire word 
in Its stiict 'st '■fnsc Peihaps thi. vast 


tisseinblagc of peujde nusht hcowin^fi'* 
an apprehension, eilFiej that Christ nngbr 
meet wUh some ill iisa-e amon^ many 
of his enemies, or that he would sa\, ei 
do something peculiarly reiiiarkable on 
the oceasiou— ('onipare f.ulce v. 17, J“, 
^ xlv. 



f , 

and encourages them against tke fear qf men^ 105*^4 - 

4 And I say unto /Ind therefore let it be your care, not mere- srer, 

not* afVaid”of 'thtS ® appcaraiiccs, but to maintain a good <^xi. 

thatVn Ujc body! conscience, though at the greatest expence : 

.md after that ha\e for I say UTfito you^ tny dear with all ^ 
aiiTr possible seriousness, anil most tender concern 

‘ "■ for your everlasting welfare, Fear not those who 

at the worst can only kill the body, and after 
that have notiUng more which they can do, tlic 
immortal soul being entirely out of their reach 
.. But I »iJl fore- goon as it has quitted the body. But I wilU^ 

“luiuri fcarWm! /o wu the great Object whom ym 
Nvim ii, after he hath Shall jeav, While I exliort ;yoii most reverent laliy 
kiiKti, bath power to to fear the great Almighty God, even him^ who^ 

1--' the body Iw. p,rwer to cast 

tini. both that and the soul into helli yea, knowing 

that I cannot too often inculcate it, / say wito 
you again, Fear hhn, and rather choose to vi n- 
turc on the greatest dangers, and to sacidice 
your lives, than to do any thing which may of- 
t'end his Divine Majesty. (Compare Mat. x. J8, 

Vol. I. p. 416.) 

(, Arc not fi\c In the mean time, remember, that your cne- 6 
• panowsNoUi lortwo cannot hurt even your bodies without his 
^>4 thorn ib fiorsoiun Knowledge and permission ; tor his Providence 
1‘ofote G’od’ extends itself even to the meanest works of his 
hands : for instance, Are not five sparrows sold 
for so inconsiderable a sum as txco farthings?'^ 
and yet not one of them^ minute and worthless 
as tliey are, is forgotten before God ; hut he at- 
tends to all the circumstances of their lives and 
r Blit c\cn ti»' xo deaths. Surely then you will not be overlooked T 
m atr liumbS *’3' ^ may justly conclude, tbal be bas 

ic.ir not, tiicrofurc. such a special and particular conrcrii for you, 

VC an' of m,)rc value as that even the very haws of your head are all 

Ilian tnanj sparrows ^ gQ Oj,g can pcrisfj 

Without hiN notice. Fear not therefore , for a*, 
men, and much more as my servants and friends, 
you are more valuable than many sparrow^, and 
will be more remarkably -bis care tlian they. 

5 Also I say onto Jfut liowsocvcr he uiay now permit yon to he 8 

persecuted by your enemies for your ndclity to 
me — though he should even suffer you to sacri- 
lice your lives in so honourable a cause, you 
. will be far from being losers by it in the end . 

For ttco fartktngh, actm^itiii bout of our iiioi'icy T»t> 

iTiis was a Roman com that was then sparrows might be bouglit for one, and 
current in Judea, called or anciently fixe for two -fihese. Compare Mat. i 
a^turiu^, xxhich was tlie tenth part of the 29# sect. Ixxxi 
denarius, or Roman pciiiiv, lO x-alue a- 



,"106 Christ xviUatlastoxOn those xaho now own him before 7neii. 

K'' i otfy ido you^ That tj any one shall tnvly voi^WhoNoevor shall 
nxi. jrkiioii'lt"i{ir hi*, faith iii me before vien,^ the Son shnil ^(5I^c 

y man iuiU'^iAt' shall a I >o adnoztiedge his com- son ofman also con- 
vfj*a rl'iccncy in such a peison, and his relation to the an- 

hun^ even htfnre the angels of Godj when they 
fjfnnie to Jttend on his final triiiinph. Bui 9 Hut he that di’. 
Ji.r him Iiasely and perfidiously 

wi' l‘ hi, m,‘}^ and is ashamed or atVaid of f„r„ the auyeis ot 

inaiii'-> iiini^ .v) ^ood n cause, him will I also re^ tJod 

nount ^ >>i‘/ re the holy angels of Godf wlien 

the} apfx a ' m a radiant circle around me, and 

wall, with solemn and observant silence, the 

inipoi i . lit event t)f uiat awful day. (Compare 

TM.it X ‘JD - rrj, Vol. I. p. 4ta,) " 

1 0 N oi liinu can tlierefore be more dangerous and " '‘osu- 

laial than to oppose my cause, and that especi- ^ordasMui^t tiu -on 
ally ulion the Spin! is sent down on my follow- of man. jt shall fu 
ers after n.y resurrection and ascension : for lorgivon him . i.m 
whosotTcr speai a reflcctin(r mrd iigainsl ii« 

the Son oj man in this present state of his hn- iiniv tihoa, u shaii 
nnliation and snlferin<>, lie may possibly here- not be foK;i\Li. 
alter refient, and on that repentance it )nay be 
forgiven him.'' but as j or him that, blasphc- 
metli the Ihty Spirit^ wfio shall then display his 
most glorious agency as my great Advocate and 
Witness ; as lor the wreicii that maliciously nn- 
piiics to tliahdiical operation the most convin- 
cmg evidences of divine power aiul goodness 
that shii'l be given by the Spirit after his cfTu- 
sion, ins crime is of such a nature, that it shall 
not he Jot given him i for ho has thus opposed 
the last method of God’s recovering grace, and 
shall, as utterly iiicorrigildc, be abandonetl to 
final destruction. (See Mat. xii. 'Jl, and notci*, 

Vol. 1. p. 


*• Tf any one shall uiknou.lettf;c w, &c ] 
1 h(‘ idioms uf ian(;ii3ucs dillor so (nueb* 
thdi what IS \m idopaiU and proper m 
one mav, il \erhal]y translated, lie ood 
trai l lu h'lammar in another. Thi» verse 
and ibe iollo^ iiig aiM lubtauces of it. It 
Sterns til me a kind of superstition, to 
scr.iple sitih little ohauges as I have heie 
made 

Urn twiV I also icmunce &c.) No* 
thing can bo more majestic, than this 
view Wihioh Christ gives of hirnsolf To 
be letminiel bn him is spoken of as a 
ctre II instance, which would cvfHihC a man 
to tic cont^'mpt of the whole angelic 
voild, and Ioum. linn no itaiaining shel- 


ter nr hope. Compare M.it. m, j'l. 
sect \liii. iiotc*. Vol r p 'J30, and 
John \. 22, sey. sect, xhii iioto>>^ 
p. 27', 

• It may be /ar/iuen him ] The com- 
mon rendering of is more li- 

teral; but the connection shews it must 
be taken as here; for it would bo mad- 
ness rn imagine that* in suoh a case as 
tHs, /urfiivi’Jte^x must come of couise, 
whol^ci the blabpheinek did or did not 
n‘pent Whatgrammaiians call an eiial- 
iago of moods and ten- os isvery ticcpiciit; 
and 1 snail not al«a^s think it • ocoi,sary 
t) trouble :ho re. rh i wiih .in apolngy, 
V, hen the reason of iho change is so i:\ id L-nt 



The Spirit should help them to speak for themdm. ' 1 ^ 7 ^ 

II And when they ffut let me add, that however others may be sect, 
by tliistesiiiiionj^ofthe Spirit, one hap- 
io magistrates, and p}' effect of its Operation shall be to furnish you, 
powers, fake ye no my apostles, for an honourable discliargeof your 
Jtm/yeSl’tJI '« difficult parts; and tht'relorc, 

>r vrfpt ye hiuii say. m the Opposition you shall meet with from your 
enemies and persecutors, when they shall bring 
you before the judicial courts which assemble m . 
the sijMgogues, and even before greater 7nagis^ 
trates, and the supreme pOTret's, vvlierlier Jewish 
or heathen; though they may have, not only 
your liberty, but your life in their hands, yet 
be not anxious km to behave, or what ap;dogi/ 
you shall for yourselves,* or what you shall 
VI For fhp ifoly say in defence of the gospel you preach: l orl'j 
MitisMiidii tc.ir'h you jJqIj, ^’pirfi hioiself shall teach you in that 

cii.itu- ought to s»y! hour, the season ot the greatest du 

ficulty and extremity, what you ought to say, 
and what answeryou should make to their most 
captious inquiries, or most invidious charges ‘ 

(compare Mat. x, IP, 20, sect. Ixxv.) Proper 
thoughts and expressions shall freely dnw in 
upon you as fast a.s you can utter them ; so that 
with undaunted courage you shall be ai)le to 
vindicate the bonodr of my gospel, and to con- 
found the most artful or most potent of your 
oiicniies 


IMPROVEMENT. 

i,r r ii«. Iroin this discourse which we have been reading, learn ver. 
ihv Jolly oj hiiiwcrisy, as well as the wickedmss of it. jl lying 
loniiue is but Jor wmomenf \ (i^rov. xii. 19;) and the great ap - 
jiroaclimg/Mt/^ wuoi/.f/rtj/ will shew all in their true colours May 

we !n e as tliuse who arc then to be TTtade mamjesti May the lea- 2, 3 
vi'/i ol dc'i'eit, by clivme grace, be entirely purged out of our 
hearts, and all oiir conduU be so fair and equal, that it may a[)- 
pear mure lionouralile and lovely, in proportion to the accuracy 
with which It is examined; as the wliitest gairnenls are recom- 
mended, hy being seen iii the strongest light ! 

If we would preserve such an integrity of soul, Ictus endeavour 

^ lie not antvMS how to bohavo, or what of life; and thcir solu'itiide uould be iii 
tiJiokt)iyjfOh Ml make hr yo\itiii.\\vs ] it suuic xncjHitro piupurntinabl(> to their 
Is not without rea'ain that Chtihl often pietv, ,if they apiirchenoccl the \n 1, 
touches on this topic The apostles, be- wfaicli was dearer to them than llicn nwn 
in^ poor and illiterate men, would na- lives, might snflei by the burrs and tlis- 
lurallv h^\o bim thrown into confusion oider of their thonjits, whui th« y won* 
when they appeared as criiivinals in the thus called piiblielv to Defend it. Coin- 
piL'scnci of pci sons in the highest ntJtioiis pare note‘ori Mat. v. Vol. I p. 41t 



1081^ Rejlecliom on the fear of God, and courage in his cause, 

SCOT, to jTftt above the scrvilc/ft/r o/“ man: of man^ that shall d\e^ and 
esu of the son of man^ that shall be made asgras'i-, as if the oppressor 
IIS ill his power, and xvere rtadi/ to destroy, and •where is the 
; of the oppi essor? (Isa. li. 1*2, 13.) With what infinite ease 

' 5 can Gixi restiain itj and, when it is let loose in all its violence, 

how little can it do to hurt his faithiiil servants! Let this moan 
passion be over-.iwcd by the fear of that God, who has our 
, eternal all in his hands ; whose vengeance, or favour, will reach 
far beyond the grave, and determine our final misery or felicity, 

, as we arc the ohjccts of the one or the other. 

*», 7 While we are in the world, let us labour after a firm faitli in 
the universality of Divine Providence ; from which the leas! of 
his creatures are not exempted, nor arc they forgotten b\ it 
Let ns endeavour to enjoy the pleasure and comfort of such a 
thought; assuring ourselves, that He who regaids the life of 
biru'i, and of insects, will not neglect the care and preseivation 
of his children. 

S,9 In a stea<ly persuasion of this, let as determine fcourageously 
to confess and maintain his gospel in the extiemest danger ; 
knowing that thus only we shall secure the honour of being 
owned by Christ, amidst all the glories of his final appearance 
H, 1'2 And, 111 a word, to animate us to this holy courage, and to 
' assist us in every other duty, let us earnestly pray for the //. ly 
Spirit', i)y whose influence the apostles were instructed and sup- 
ported in the discharge of their difficult and t arious offices ; 
whose grace therefore must be abundantly sufficient for us, to 
cause us toabouid in every good word and work. (2 Cor. i.\. 8.) 

SLOT. CXII. 

Christ, being desired to interpose in a dispute between iuo breth- 
ren about property , declines the decision if the case , and takes 
occa ion to advance a caution against covetousness, which he 
enforces by the parable of the rich JooL Luke XU. I'i— 21. 

Luke XII. 13, , 

^ discoursing Ihus to his Y^uon.- uf iiu 

disciplcs, one cf the crowd that was then ^ rompanv 'lun- 
Uiik.' ahent JcMis, 'aid to him, Master, I jesive tluni u*i 

<11, 13 \KouV\^t speak ,0 iny hrolfur, that he would hei"lKJti,iMniu-rn 
to divide the inheritance with me, which since .ukl with mo 
the death of onr I'dileu' he injorioudy detains to 
himsc'lf, for thou art well known to be a Person 
of such an extiaordihary charactci, that I would 
hope his reverence to tlune authority may in- 
duce him to ilo me justice. 

But Jesus, as he did not come to meddle in iv And he Mid 



Christ delivers the parable ef the richfoaU 


109 


>'ntolMin, Man, who 
ina(k> me a judge oi 
j fliMder uvtr you’ 


1 , Ai.il hesiiilun- 
>11 ih* m, Take heed, 
and henare otco^et- 
• msne'-s ; for a man's 
!iti' (Mubibteth not iii 
th( abiindanre of 
ilir tliimj'j which hi; 

jiUSSfiSCtll 


111 And ill' spake 
I p.iiable unto them, 
savmjr the ground 
uf actaUin rich man 
l*ri»i gilt forth pliwiJ- 
t.fuJl> 

IT \iul hf Ihoiiglit 
■util I) liimsi II, - 
ill"', U hill sliiill I do, 
iKeau'ji r l.nu' iu> 
luoni whoie lo he- 
«t,ni iiiv iruitb ’ 

IS And he said, 
rills will I do ■ I will 
pill) down rii% linin'., 
tiid build giLitlei^ 


such, matters, prudently replied,^ what swt. ' 

dost thou mean by such a ra&li appeal to me^ <=«»• 
JVho consti/iited me a judge in temporal 
ceriis, or set nu* up divider over youf Myxii" u 
kingdom is of a spiritual tiature; and as to thie 
civil rijrhts and properties of men I intermed- 
dle not with them, Imt leave tiiem just as I 
found' them. (Compare Kxod ii. 14.) 

Jud upon this occasion, though he would not \ 5 
interpose in the adair, yet, to j)revent their be- 
ing fond of the enjoyments of the world, and to 
preserve them from a covetous dispasition, Je- 
sus wd to his disciples, and to them that were 
present, See to thai with the utmost care and 
vcsolntion y/)W be upon your ^iiard againat all 
kinds. and degrees <>f eorvetoumess for though 
it be a commdn, it is a very unreasonable vice ; 
since it iS'Cvideait, that the comfort and happi- 
ness of a man's life does not amsUt in the abun - 
dance of his possesAtons, nor can the continu- 
ance of his life, even for the shortest periotl of 
time, be secured by that abundance. 

yJndf to enforce and illustrate this remark, he k. 
spake a very insirpctivc parable to fheWi and 
Auid^ 7 here was a certain rick man^whoseg round 
bore fruit so plentifully^ that he had not room 
to receive and lay up m store tlie vast produce 
of liis harvest. And he found all his pIcMity an 
encumbrance to him, so tin t he reasoned with 
himseltj not without some considerable anxiety 
of mind, What shall I do? jo) I have 

not room at present to store up my crop^ should 
I stow It ever so clo-ic. And, after some pause, ] 
he came to a resolution, and said, I will do this, 
as what appears to me the wisest sciuMue ; 7 
will pull down my old barns, and build new, 
which shall be larger, and much more commo- 


//( jmulcntlj /I'/i/iff/l apptl- 

iiiit piolmbly tlioueht, tbai as the Mes- 
u.ili ho wuiildacl III the pl)»r.icter ot « 
iiufi c, v.'liouuiild docidt' coii)roveii>ics 
lobiiiiigtu projierty. — My lYiiiltriDg tS" 
phi. IS" hr \a d unto hm, hy thi- cipijva,.- 
li'iit w'ufl will iiyt, ijiupc, be 

il'ui -lit t'ineiil anv apology. 

-er h li, that with tli(* utmost care, 
//!> I>i Hivin ij<'U liUQKi Off jnri dll kiiulb 
aiul I’.'WO', ot riizt'tmam iS j x'f 

f /•y- ) i> a !i\"!y phra-'C. t)ic full 


force of which I hoM; t n<ka>oui cd to cn- 
presh 111 the paraph r.isc, nut bi'inu aide 
exactly to do it In the version (Cunniair 
note c on Mat. XVI. 0 , Vol I p 4 TP.) 
— Some oW versions and \»‘ry good co- 

f ies read \\,fiomnU (tiittomnets ; tovhich 
have shewn ^n nniih reg.nd, to in- 
sert the word all in the furdpliM'-t' , a 
it is ei^rtain, at I msI, that uiir I old in- 
tendtd the idiiti II III this r\l(iil, win - 
thrr In didoi did n.<t mi r).iil't rhiils r-v 
pitrt e. 



1 W^efoll^of taying up treasure, and not being rich totvards God. 

sitcT. dious than they; and there I will gather in all and there niii I be- 
my rich increase this year, and all my goods poods. 

that I already have in .store: And then I will 19 And i will say 
vn'^'fo retire from husincss, and sit down and enjoy my soul Su«i, 
the fruits of my former labours, and will say up'f,?r^ many 

' my sold with complacency and confidence, O yeaib , lake I tliiiu* 
my soul, thou ha^f now an abundance of goods drink, 

laid up., on which thou mayest comfortably snb- 
sist Joe w/«wy future yr’flrj; repose there- 

fore after all thy fatioues ; cfl/and dnw^ freely, 
wit'iniit any fear of exhausting thy stores; and 
be a.s merry as corn and wine, and oil, shared 
with thy most jovial companions, can make thee. 

20 But lieheld him with just displeasure, and 20 But God ^jui 
by tlie awful dispensation of his Providence in *thy soui 

elfeet, said to him, amidst all this gaiety of heart, shall bercqvnred^oi 
in tlic variety of his schemes and hopes, Thou thee: then win.^e 
fool, who dost thus stupidly forget both the 
dignity and the mortality of thy nature, and x,dod> 
tliy continiKil dependence upon me thy supreme 
Lord ! know to thy terror, that while thou art 
talking ot a long succession of pleasurable years, 
this very ntghf thy soul shall be demanded of 
theef aritl he liuiTied away to its place; and 
then, wlu're will all its boasted entertainments 
be, or who shall possess what thou hast thus la* 
boriousK provided, but shalt thyself never en- 
joy? And accordingly the unhappy creature 
died that night, and all his wealth could do no 
more for him than furnish out the expenccs of 
.’I his funcial. And so, or .such a fool in the Di- 21 So i\ lc iii..: 
vine account, [mJ he that heaps up treasures to 'j'-'**** wp truasui.- 
himself here, on earth, and is not rkh with res- ^'uvh 'loward^ 
pict to (iod^^ in acts of charity and piety, which cod. 
would secure a fund of celestial treasures, lod- 
ged III his almighty band, and therefore in viola 
bly safe I'roiii such calamitous accidents as these. 


' llni soul shall h demanded of Ihee.] <* Rich talk respect to Gad 1 Then* .s 
It IS III ihc oiiniiiiil, rtjT/’ij^iuer*'', They shall a lorqeand propntty in the phra<n i., 
dt maud tliif soul FImh r tbiukb It alln<t<>8 Osov, which our language v ill not < \.ncU v 
lo tl ( me u linen sent ta fetch avay the expres'. It FCpre»cnt'« God as a dcposi- 
soul; .iiifl produna .1 remarkable a; v <71 , m "ho»e haints ihe pood ui.iii l.a- 
VI II kiiinvn pn'.sigc ffiiin Plato, to ptoxo jOugtd his and vhc ha*., .is it 

tli.ll S(u Kiirs thought lli.s the ofSpe of 8* weie, made himself areouni.ihli. lor it lu 
sp.iit upc'iioi to men Sie FUner. Ob- auoUVTandbftirrwoilii (.’omi>ar»-rro\ 
-tr Vol. I p 'iTI XIX. P, 



Reflections on a corelcm of earthly richest. 1 1 i; 


IMPROVEMHNT. 

Most i^rudently did our Lord ucilinc the invidious office of sfct. 
an arbitrator in civil affairs; and ' vv{r»d'>in will require his mini- 
slers gCMici'ally to avoid it likewise, it is more suitable to our ''^7^ 
olfice, like our blessed Master, to eociiso our to draw off 
d s(‘rv:;a{i[r tiie minds of men from covetoiwias^ and to pluck up * 
tile rooi of those e.igvir contentions which so often divide even 
ill ‘ nt'ori^st trlofiousy and inspire them with mutual a\eiMons, 
luor ‘ uiv.ncihle than the bar^ oj a castle. (Prov. xv iii 1 9.) 

And that a tviir/oM.v ihsire of the enjoyments of the world 1' 
m.u hot create cmteniions^ anvl engage us m pursuits that will 
1 ) 1 ' final to our souis, Int us sejriously consider the true value of 
tilings, and reflet t how little riches cai; do to make us happy y 
if vvv- obta.n them; and how very uncertain that lijr is on the 
continuance of w'lich qur possession ot them does so eyide'iitly 
il'. pend. Ifiit, alas, how mtiny are there, who are now Us deep- iG 
i\ engiig ‘d in their worldly sehcines as this I'lth fool in the pa-S\ seq, 
tabu, to whom <#o(l will, in a few weeks, or days, if not this 
Ki'ij nighty ^a\ ,bv the awful %oice of his irresistible providence, 
tfii/ nl n ritjuni'd oJ thee/ And then what will all these trea-^o 
vine*, d > to pill chase ?//c, or to allay the agomc'v of death So far 
\m11 !l)'‘y he found from being capable ol this, that they vvillra- 
'.iicr-.eive to, increase and imbitter the sur|,rise and anguish 
of tlio-ie agoin s. 

I I t it then be our labour and care, that we may be ricklo-2l 
zrards (iod , rii b in works of piety and charity. So shall we 
I'oiiMgn over onr *rtasure to the bank of heaven; and 
sii.ill be airieht'dhy it, w <en we leave the w'orld as nuked w'- we 
t'lu. iv' ! upon It, and lose all but what has been .so wisely and 
'Mj.piiy spent. 


SECT, cxiir. 

ijinstrepcatsthc caufinrn and ar: aments against an anxiousand 
a ' Us uniper, :rn,ih ru -.tni f >rmcrly given in hi'i sermon 
on the mount , Luke XiJ. ..--54, 

} UKK XH. 22. 

’’HUS Jefi'n- < mu' ued his followers against 
Sx'itn*;; ttj*. .? m*arts,On worldiv treasures; 
* but e.- 1 > ’- • < f t'lelJi tvere in .such low ciieum- 
s*.e ‘ ‘ ‘o ’ 1 I .'ifUigcr ol immodcr- 

^ '■) j}; ' . ss.irv supp!i.’*» of 

' I . , iO ■: 'j’/'iw ‘.hern against this, 


K Ml. CO 

,^M.) 1 L ^dld unto ^J[ 



1 W Christ cautions his disciples against anxious care. 


' SECT, by rcpouling some of tl»ose admonitions which 
tjxm. he fuel formerly delivered m his sermon on the 
mount And accordingly he said to his disci- 
Xjj” 02. cause, that is, considering the great 

uncertainty nf riches, 1 say to you, and stricily 
charge itupon v ou, Tlut y(»o^^rw^ anxious about 
your life, ■what you shall eat, or how yon shall pro- 
cure foM'J to support It; nor for tne body what 
you shall put on to cover, defend, and adorn U. 
03‘For }ou must needs be seubible, the 'itself, 
which ) ou Imvc* received from God without any 
care or thoifglitlulness of yours, is much more 
impoitaiit than meat, and the body than rai- 
ment, and Well then may you hope that the 
great Author of your life, and tlie Former of 
your hoi^, will maintain his own work, in a pro- 
per manW, without your anxiety and solici- 
2Uude about it. Especially may you expect it, 
when you see the care which he takes of the 
inferior creatures ; as, for instance, consider the 
ravens, how they are subsisted i/or they neither 
sow, nor reap, and have iieither storehouse nor 
barn, to lay up any thing against a time of want ; 
nay, their young ones are early descried by 
their dams; and voracious as they arc, God 
one way or other feedeth them, so that you see 
the species IS still continued: now how much 
more are you better than they ' and how much 
rather may you hope^o be supplied with the 
necessaries of life, than any kind of birds'? 
(Compare Mat. vi. 25, 20, Vol. I, p. 238.)’ 

25 And moreover, as this care is unnecessary, it 
will al.so be unprofitable: for, which of you, by 
taking the most solicitous thought, can add a 
single cubit, or the least measure or moment, 
either to his age or stature? (Compare Mat. vi. 


his disciples, There > 
fore 1 say unto } ou,. 
Take no thought for 
your life, what v*? 
shall eat; neither for 
the body, what yc 
shall put un 


23 The life i>, 
inorf- than me.it, and 
the body »i. )c titan 
raiment. 


24 Coimder ilu- 
raiens, tor thcynt'i 
tluii .sow nor reap , 
whicli neither h.ne 
Storehouse iioi bum , 
and God loiTjoth 
them . how imu’li 
irnm' arc* yo hettLr 
than the fuu h ' 


2.'j And whii'h rd 
you, with taking, 
thought, can aild to 
his stature ouc* cubit > 


126 27, and note‘‘ on that text, sect, xli.) // qc if ye then 

not able to do tlial 
thing which ta least, 
why take ye thoucht 
for the rest 


then you cannot do the least matter,^ as in tlii.s 
proverbial expression you grant, are you 
anxious about the rest, as if you were to hold 


> Repealing some of those admom< ^ If that you emnot da the least maitfT. | 
tions, ke ] Most of the thoughts and ex- This piuve&,that '2or.dd(M/ecu6il/o a tki/if' 
prchhions used hem occuvrfed btforc, was a proccrbial OKpression foi makir« 
sect. \li and aie, 1 hope, sufficiently the leai>t addition t i :t 
exjilairii d there ; I content inv.self then*- 
I'oic «i:li th* reader to 't 



IHiSSfMd wi 


f tbem. 'Wk0 


' your life by a kiml <af perpetual ksiwey andVcrc 
secu’-o' agam^ all dangef of asJudtlen ejectment^' cxnt. J 
47 C»Mw«ter the ii- Ku<,’ to pursue the ariiumehi I begin before, 

««*'■*»• G^ .provi<jMd«r«ire,_ evenxfl .«7 

Mill yet I, of tllo ve^etijW^ crTWon: survey,?^ iastaoce, - 
.-ir you, Tbaf (air ari'tf r^Oct Xow tbef 

'i!;;'” nouly^^f prepare the mate- 
i,kcW of tii< ^e. rwb of their wNs, nor s^in tt in^o that canons . 

ferm i ami yet Piroyid^f^e cbtl^,them in so 
1sW|lM$iilc| spicti^hi a^anner, that I s<iu mio 
tven Smn(en^ when on some granci festi- 
ral he appeared h, (ill his utmoRt magnifimee, 
ms mt urraj^^ in liO Iwautiful a white asDtte 
as If iiion Gwi so of these. Am if Gid so dotke and adiWii M^tf23 

S n'V-ieT^ tlie lilies ptm, 
i.'fecLi,aiSi'o iBAr- thot%jK-it ti t<hdaij Its ver- 

.w IS ctst iftio the daffe, iiy t^orroW is cut down'Ihd thrown 
'ZV , jr7 '"“Z or still (,ee note > on vl. 

-»f, 0 >0 of little 50, ^ »i. p. 23{>,) how imeit more \wtll he 
■n'l ’ dothe] fotSi 0 ye of little fetith, who thus sus- 

pect i’sia care'^ ‘ ' ' ' 

40 \nJ «ei‘ic not z/wr/ dt? nef thtfli who ftfe aiJ^iUtcd vvTtli i?9 
».iir yesh'iil cMt of ProyMpiico, and particularly in* 

.hinkrne.thtTbVyr! in if, bf ipVuotw wAflf shall 


ot d iniiiiJ 


; rmr be hke nirteora 


in ik^ ati», t)iaiife‘t!i[)s||d about by every blast 
of wind, hdft^d cares, ami agitated 

with a vaHe^ of I'ks^^Woel uneasy thoughts." 

For all tii(»e /yj. ffi(> Gettfile mt&^^f tkei^urU', who know, 30 
!.i of-pfcticteiice’, t«^f rafuVfi^StMe, SteK 

I I ■ .i'Ki >oi'r rjtiier aftiMll ihke lo^er things \w»h giW iolicitudi* ; 
koowt t!i th.it VP iinvr anij. th(?y are inorp'€ri|^»*rttble in doipgit: but 
'}f Uipsc tiiings. direc^ to uiiibb dt»bier objeet^ of pur- 

9uir,^an iai mi p. 

povc kgainsNttdfs»5!fc%ics, in thii^- paternal re- 
lation Wliich Ood'ifct^liii!^ to yo 4 i ;(;find as ^our 
hcamdy have need 

^ jij'Ot'We them 

>1 f-Leavetliemtliere-ai. 


r \or!ie torfflccrf Rap^lius (annot. 

After .til the to fiivour 

iiliii'lr entice ^ *'bein aiv pro- 

?4wp{^(d.-0r eshtblisii It apiicars 

riiav itf'sefB in ihu anjsi, ipec«la‘ioiis and 

I hav^ t.i4eii i<> in which iWwimI tuioiinles, 

Jill, I jKf('iaIly ht'ic, ihc mM natlirai orb suiivndedMn art wnc^isy lifsitation, 
I hi: .< 1 ^ itoi flit> proilumi hy El>ucr, (Oh- might Mfllt bn ejiEjtresaeif hy such a word* 
'Ci\. \ dI I. p. :3'?, iMij.,) Htid '-CTcral of 
void, JI. 1 ' 



^eijishpuld seek the kingdom of God, and treasure in heaven. 

Wt. fote tn his care; aiv), lo.w as y«ur condition is, y« ihc kinj-dom of 
be not uiica'V and disquieted them : but !hj,ig8'*hairle aS 
satk ye rather the kingdom of God, and labour unto you. 

3 H 1 . 3 ! to promote its interest among men; and then 
' you may de)>eud upon it, not only that you shall 

obtain that most important prize, I it likewise, ' 

[; that all these other rtecessary things shall be 
addl'd to you, without your anxiety. (Compare 
Mat, VI. ;n — 33, Vol I.p, ^40.) : ^ . 

t 32 I rep -at the eneoiirajfmg thought ; Pear not* liitl.' 

ye link ^ock, my dear property' and chanre, 
however feeble you may seem; fear not, I say, to give you the kinj. 
th.il you shall be lelt destitute of these conrimon 
biesMiigs of Divine Providence; for it is your 
heauMily Fathei'\ gracious pleasure to give 
what Is lujitoiieU more valuable^ even ike king- 
doni of ettSrhal glory : and can you possibly ima* 
g;iu* that, while he inteiuU to bestow that upon 
yon, and even takes pleasure in the thought 
of making you so great and Happy tber*,*^ he 
will refuse you those eaithly supphes which he 
libeially imparts even to strangers and enemies i* 

33 Aiiimateu therefore by such a hone and con- 33 SHl ihat jr 
fiddnee, instead de.beitig splisifeiis to increase 
your possessions to the Utmost, rather bo pre- Im-s ,,hich wax n<>t 
pared, when Providence shall' c^ll you, to si'll 
•what you already have, dnd distribute [iV] in 
charity ; and so you may provide for yoursi'kes 
parses which do not grim old and wear out^ 

*1 Takes pT^nsiiro in the thought of (nak- remark; and many of those rctahiig to 
ing yiiu so great and happy thererl This etesti<>n, prcdeitinath.o, &c. vhith ha\e 
IS the beautiful and wonderfi^l lutportof. been as dry i-ods of coniruveroy, when 
the won] ivhufian in this cofinectiop ; 'dhr)sid<.rcd in this view, bud nut into a 
winch generally Higuifies a p/etfXrr^Ailroc- Uiousaml fair leaves and fragrant bios- 
^Nieitccwe And agreeably to this it is most tWims of hope and loy- 
edify mg and doJigbtFui to * *Ve// yw ftave and ikstribute it m 

<»«xl IS ri present^ 'ill sfrjntur(‘aVOiij*f|- cfiarity.} The^e words were probably as 
mg his own pifscl^uce,' as it wniilf'ti'ub jr a frodfiil seed in the roinda of sojiic who 
pfii-iiliar rt'lisb, ,jn the view, of thotfe ' beard them; and the liberal '■ale of esialf's 
1 10 -, which he Ws prepamd a few months after>* by which so many 

Ueiii'c tlio,>.e emphatjcal phrases of popr qhrist|an» were subsifcted, might be 
dum icjoinnir in the ^ ill'* a gfekit unri^ure the hancht wliicli 

or in the ptospeol'eirtlfilea oflheto,'^ spniiig vtvdMji the cultj^atmn 

bef.re they we# of* th^fHessiiif Spirit lilotbmg « more 

Mil. :M j) of Ccd*. iW'h/g At oVobubletbab.thaisdl^of the many in\- 

thmU it unrds ku people ; (Jer. Viads now Lord (ver, ],) 

and of hiH >ejinon^ over them U'lth and mll^t.be itt the ntttn^r of the ihotiKaiids 
iil/'fll.ti iedinn in Am Itrvr to ihew th^^iifevprbed j see Acre ii. 41— 4 

lii, 17.J 'I'ht* tendermii-s and energy of t Purses vktek do not j* t/w old, and 
innumerable scriptures depends on this wear ou^] This may be litly taken a.< 



Reflections bn the duty of casting S (ntr care upon God. 
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old» a treasuM ii^ th« 
heayeiis that faiietti 
not, whore no thief 
apjn-oachi tb, neither 
iix^th corrupteth. 

:i4 Foi where your 
trtusiwc I .there wiH 
V ) ir heart be also. 


even a never -failing treasure in hetmn^ that re*^ sect. 
gion of security ao(| inimortajity^ where no thief csm. 
approaches to piunder $)ie riches of its iobabi- 
tants, nor dotl^fhe^k Corrode .aijd spoil 
robes of glory m whicfi tbey W‘*“**' theg4 ‘ 
nl^re careful should yoo ^bi^t this heaven- 
ly. treasure, b^use it is certain, that where 
that which you account vo|/r chief treasure is 
jaid^^lAi^c pill jpouT heart he also fixed, and 
th^i^toTe tenor ol. your thoughts and affections 
naturally flow ip that channel. (Com^jarc 
Mat. vi.' 20', 21 ,,Vo|..L p, 236.) 


IMPHOy^MENT. . 

'\fiE we^not|iJl conscious tpiou^fv^a^^ibat on sucht^ppics as Verse 
these, wc ndcd line upon Uy,el<md^rec^t upnprecepfi ss being 22, 29 
too deficient in our rega^^ though. God speak once^ yea twice f 
(Joh xxxiii. 14) Wesee our b^venly Father the 

anl/i with his goodness : .tOjibis he clothe the grass and^T, 28 

t he /lowers with the same profusion of ornament ; to this day does 24 
he /( cd the young ravens when they oy^ (FsaL cxlvii. '9 *,) nor is 
liic meanest species of insects, pensl^ed. Still does he know our 
/ ‘iessiiies ; and still he add^sesfuajn,.thc aatne gracious Ian- 30 
gnage, and avows the same ,^nde^9g^^ternal relation. The 
experience of bis power, goodness/ ^unaiideJjty, is increasing 
uub every succeejling, genCr^i^, W.i[th 'evufy revoKiijg day. 

The life that he has, given ii^ supported -,hy his care ; and the 23 
<(ainr hand that fonued the nourisIt^S and, clothes ii. Let 

iiN then cast all our^eare onflim, as beipg persuaded that he 
cut i th Jar us ; ( I Pet, y. 7.) F^ebl^ as bis lUtUfhck is, it is the'i'l 
Father's good pleasure to give us the kingdom ; and we are un- 
north) our share in so glorihus hope* if Vre cannot trust him 
lor inferior blessings, god# in what man- 
ii!T opr preseiii wants are to be supplied*'- 
Let the heathens abancten’ tbcmiiclves’ %‘thcse hn^anxieties ; 30 
but as for us, let us thunk Ood^' andij^oourag^i owning our 
hearts wide to every sentiment .jof faiih '^ Ood^ and charity to 33 
men ; and while we bayetljis inexhaustible bank to draw upon, 
let us be rikh in goodjwy 'A^lfmiy (p, disU^ute^/wiUmg to com- 
municate^ laying iipM More foundation * 

against tbs time to caidk^ m^pit^tnag'h^oyi oft eierfial life , 

(! Tiip. vt. hoj^ihol^p^tatiott of which, 

'■>'V . 

an a11ii-ioBt4’Ui«ilaiiX^ror lodagindiiay.^ (compiirn Hag 1.6,) 

out '*i a hole worn in au old f^iirae Sifcb Tbo rieb tnen of .)ud 0 a,'so soon ra\<ij{Cd 
i^> Fretjcicntly tho gain of this worlds and and destroy by the HMUens, particu* 
v> all' Its treasures hoarded up, and pul larly found it so. 



i 16 Christ exhorts his disciples to watchfulness^ 

vur heart be set upon it, wib give us ncoujparably sweeter 
..expi. (1. light than the securest possessions at’ this empty worhl, and 
the most ample niagaziitcs of its richest stores. 

'h' ‘ 

SECT. CXIV. . 

Christ eihorts his disciples ta michfulness and fidelity, in expn-' 
tation nf /i/v comhgy and of the final avaunt to be sivi nfor all 
adiiiniu^ts. Lute Xlf. 35^4# ' 

U'Kii xn. 35. ukeXU 35 

siiri., ( )UIl Lord having thus e'khorted his disciples I/' 

TKiv. to a niodcratioo' as tothelr worldly ms- ‘‘fiVi”' 

sessions, jproceoded to uresa upori them aWH. 
xlr ^5 )'r‘*^tatioii for t%!r finarremove from 
earth, and for the awful solera niVieSs of death, 
judgment, and eternity He therefore went on 
to say, Consider yourselves always^a servants, 
who "have a Master in heaven ; anarthat you 
may approve your difigence aod fidelity to him, 
let your Inins be still girded Up \n a' posture for 
active service, yvur continually 

burning in readiness ta’fe^iye hio? :** Andhe 3t> And yr vom- 
you. on the whole a wsiting pos- ',t t”.bm 

turc, ri>/ie, as good servants felt with a proper Lord. «btti iir mil 
chaigc, attciuling'to the wtirk appointed thprti, rptum from Uic md. 
wait Jar their Urd*f Return from a riiartidge- 
fidsfj^ or any other la^’ entert^niuent j l/iaf cih, they may upon 
when ever Ac cpfdes'drtd kn(icgs9i\hhdi(^ithty mnohimiirmcdiuK- 
may immediately open it to A/w.and noth'e^u'r- , , 

S7 prised in amy tliaordd^" %p0^e tho^t servants, u>e 

■V A fei iouf pro{iaratiQn''- 4]!aBi;»iv;i29 ; job xnw iii, 3i Jer, 1 . 1 7 , 

judgment, imd etenuty, J Jihall %b. n 14 ; and! Pet. i. 18 .)^. ' ha; tli. 
the rcawin ul-roy interpte^^ p»^ *W««AeutdbcfouiidextiDp:uihlicdmci{iiL 
sage thus, tlfcaw, incoaMenient riocumstanf e to the 

t am uensiblejihe go^waUty i^Tf^era^ ulster. end woaljJ be.a demonsliatioi. of 
would ra%r bate expeeU^^iKl gj^ofbgy,^ servant’s idfcne^a.,— The fvurcssi-.ns 

ifIhadgoMAboutto^t||p« »t£.jdiber- ta^Wtjier mityb intimate the eaic 
''■IS®- ’ j lAtte t« inlprjSL tinrseho m 

t J.el m.ir tarns ie moluiiou with ^^hlt'h 

Lmps 0 iTfung.i A» tHfe ^Ibe^Mbrmance of It. 

Imigc. ^ Theie ih no 

they had aiiv thing to partioVlJl^ cjrcumstance. 

them (ii txert their streng(;i|^^|^itUy;^;^ui‘ ^WMiprobably instan<i( in 
Uif. 'i, uid tttck them up were gene- 

closc a prftf ticc wi which thetV gre fre- s-plendid, andi to prob>ng- 

(iiieoi It fertMiQtjiJi both in tiie Old, Testa- efd to the talcst hoor* 

.m<mto»id!the ^^eW. ^Seel KiugsxTli^,46j 



and be nad^ dt hour he shall com, ! 


loidwheiShecoaietli 
shall (iiid watching : 
vcnly, I say unto 
\oa, that he shall 
gii I hiuiself, and 
uinke tliom to sit 
(i<swn ii meat, and 
oiiie iurth aud 
rve them. 



3$ And if h« shall 
come in ilie semrod 
waf' h, orooniu in the 
i hull watch mill find 
then HI, blessed aro 
1 hose St- IV ants. -> 


\ntl tills know, 
that if ilifi .'lol jTian 
(jl Uie l.'iiioe hod 
kiinvi. ft hat iHinr *lih 
till* I V It Jd lonie, lie 
Wiiiild t)i«e watcln-d^ 
and not have jiiflered 
Ins house to b( broken 
throiiKll, 


40 Be yc tbcrefjrc 
ready aNo ■ for the 
Son of man comefh 
at an hour when ye 
think not. 


Master, Mfl/, yiJu'tim^er il)is character, he 
will reward you as graciously as if lomc great 
rtian, abshiit on such ah occ^on as I have sup- 
posed, finding his servants,dnig(Mjt1y naiHnjr for 
oim^at his relorn, should gather up hts clothes 
hf^cavse them to sit dpren to 
skpp&y should cwrtr/f)r/A'hims'eif tfnt/ wtrit 
uponthem^ Aitd, at whatever hour the time 
of his arrival be, zvk^iher he shall cotiw oariy in 
Hfe :Seco)\<l (jt late in /.v /fnrd 

w^h of the niglrt * and find th%is em- 

ployed,; bjesscid and' are faithful 
sei'vemts^ r , 

Bat do hot think it is enough, if you uoulJ 39 
then he happy, to make spine suddtm pr^paia- 
tioii upon notice of his cdmiug; for the day cf 
the Lonl so Cpipes as a thief in die night ; and 
yow know thiSf that ihero'is none so negligent 
'and stupi(L.-where a House is, plundered, hnt if 
the houses feepeK^lwlt^Jis intrdWed iviifi the care 
ofit, hadbehia^^f/aiwhatjrourthe fhie/zc'oiihl 
have come f hfWfki^ UUdohbt^dly have xru/i/irU 
i\ that UtaQr-Omt ipmtd jipt huvi permit (ed his 
house to be fiivke ijpmy ' he tfien that acts with 
prod ence, will be aliVaJs on hjs watch, that, as 
he knowa not when the thief wH* come, he may 
not 'find him unprepared. Bhryoii ihA'ef^re «/- 4 p 
so ready LfyT at supfi a seojsoii' as you think not 
of,,^d may least of ajl expect it, the Son of 
man' cpmeih .^\id as the day of final judgment 


rt Ami should cme /ortA 'fthnself f a sfoson irtjlou think n<d, th.- 

teal/ ujK>n them.] It ia true ^as Gr^iiW cotnetA \i \%0 ihi 

aud manyotbewobae3rve,) tbattheRbmee ofteb pro\ tdcntial 

masters did sonietimes, durinftthc Satyr- io^l^ilionfonhedeatrucUonol jerusn- 
nalia, practise sbme eondeac^afmirt like kw; (?eb 2 St wAot, Vrtb I. ti. 

thciie h; tbeir slaves : tbiSf 'per# 415 .) BVt bete I think it rabunt be taken 

hepiv, ebthfly for tleir oWa ifiVern^n; atid ''hi.sudi aaepse, because oui Lord 'nraks 
it is diiftciilttb jttd^ire CtiruVs of '4® reward to bet^ei,towcd 

hearoiiv might be ficdealafed %ith it 5 at on U| fkithful servants? abd an itmne- 
least the words ^iiW’ tW very intrlligi-». 'di*#i»nlshittent to bo CKcciited on nil 
bit* withontsupposiftgany snob refere^.' ^ that unfaithful; and expn*'!sJ> d^- 
« /« the icmnd or aiWl^'^Tlhb'r di^lit this to be a .matter of i-uivosal 
nichi. I 'ITiis included klTtbe tfMV from concern t 4II whichparticulars hav c v cry 
niiu* 111 the cujfiiog to thrfee in the thorn- JittJc sense or prtjpHety when .ifiplitd to 
mg ; and wa>. as if he had «ald, whether Uife destruction of JCrusaleni. It must 
bo ( 'line early or late ‘ tKrrefore'be understood of his eojinng tu 



118 7 %i faithful servant Ml be p^eatly rewarded. 

eftCT* wil|'4}(? a surprise to the ivorki in genej^f, so the 
clay when particular persons are called out of 
'XJSse^ this life is often a sudden thing, and too fre- 
'Xli, 4 o,quentlv a fatal surprise to the persons -most in* 

, timatciy conccnied in it. (Compare Mat. xxiv. 

43, 44, sect, cjxiii.) 

41 /^uter then said U7i(o him^ Lordt dost thou 41. Then Pcipr 
speak this awakening parable^ to us thineaposiles tiioi^tT-b 

' in particular^ or is it dsa unto ait in geoeral^ parable mui us, or 


that what thou hast been saying i» 

42 And the Lord said in reply,. Thougli non? 


evQQ to all ’ 

4^ .And the Lr.id 


entirely unconcerned, yet yop, in V ministers are 
morepcculiarly toapply Ktoyoarselvcs,*ndto .h“l 

consider me as asking each of you. Who is that Utd shall make 
failh/ul and prudent steward^ wh6nh\his'] Ldvd'- 
shall set w #11 the s^ftts ^ his/amily,' ~te 
(lea/ out to each ot his domestics the Hated allm* m duo sLabon ? 
ance offyod in its proper season f As'thc guilt 
of such an ofHccr will be greatet than that of a 
common servant, if be prove m^gligotit ; so the 
reward of his fidelity will bo prap'ortioliably 

43 great. Peculiarly 5 c?wn/ in so ^ 4'3Bi«9s.d > tim. 

eminent a station. Lord at his arrmfV'y\ 

shall fmd thus eikple^ed |ikA/,'feitb§i1 discharge eu^ sMUud so X'. 

44 of th^ trust committed to mm. Trulu I say mu- 
teynu, a mucK higher 

Station of honour aud impoftanteiJasif a rnako him 

son iiniiing his doii)estic.|^ seaward thus faithful, rwicr over ail tii.u 
siiould upon that appoint Mm to take the care 
0/ adithat he kathi fbsc)s^ as .well asl^ hop^'. 

(Corapane Gen.ii^xxix, 4, 3, 6.)’ 

45 Buty ofi the cqntrary,-.^ that seryfdnj Ispoke 

r.cinorc them the cu^Citi<!S^^^'~l^$c$^lnllch;^4liespiritoftbepas5ag(i in 

service here, tp upUie^r ^qctiimjs,', rendpring v\,,ffthrn be any fmVaufiKxL- 
And, if we supiKwc it to ref^tet^itba^ e/rf, 

well as judging: (which, i Tt** s^Mnts(^iatStmitu.\ Sol icii- 

quonoc at least, |i^doul>tt^); dec which (as EVsnfr shews at 

htrougly hic h*.vi»g gneh'^i. large, 1)ba^v. Vol. l.p. exactly an 

dominion overithe i»v«ible imew Ip the.Utra fmathtium, aHthesfr- 

exery soul removed into it ipiii^t he said »o«/j eto /amly , for^which we ha\ e no 
to be fetched away by hiim..^.<Comj^)i6' one l^lhb word, any more than for 
Rex. i. 1 8. ; 7 j , strictly pignilies a dc/ffr- 

s fhts awakening; faiahhfi tiiMt, but here is put 

wgnify partifeiilarly the 8i)aUitnd|iW^^ for qlt th daiYy (f^Bmmus here.) 
jAiulaTut^m 'man/*, or may tpj! such ayei;uOlkl^dMtiheti'>n between 
the n hole of t|ie discourse. ,^^>0 i ' "wn^ and the 44th whe is set in a cleai cr 

•> tt’/iu is that/aUfJui and f'ruOwyi^ , critidp Ssfx'c generally given 

wtP] This iutorr*gatUMi had a lively force it. 'f»we raised from the care of g»v ing 
to turn their thoughts iiiwar^if that eaeh. out ftiod to the servants, to haxe the 
might ask hinisclfj^^4eMerAe war Me charge of the whole estate, was a noble 
The Prussian version theiefore (and that preferment. 

English one which follows it so close) 



The Son qf mn ernes M 'Mi hm^ 'ive tkink iMl'o/. 

wvant «#y in bn of before 3 :$ set oW the famHy,* should saijt in 

SuiH <1^, f ‘i‘« : ^ 

•tui !,ha;i to nave notbwgto apj>reh'*iidtrom ir; md on that 

bc-at the men ser- foolisil presU(nptiOl^^.<^^^/ grovfr.SO iosOlebt and Xil. ^ 

iSo“"?.Knrk: wnton, as kat and-i^use /Ae me,t 

' uid to be drunken } ^71(1 maid^sei'vant&tand t0 eat am drink in a rioc- 
ous and 4 >xtravagant tbanner,' so as to debauch 
4ffThe lord of that llUmself\ with It: I oa; thatY^e ljO)(loJ^ii 

/tAani will come m j»i7/ ttim 2)^ a day when 

ah nVforhim, and 

at an hour when he is^Powafe and iM scoorgc him with Mich . 

is not anare, «»»<• gg^g^jty jjg .^l|j asufider;^ , 

wtH I'ut him in sun* * vi j- ■ i i 

der, and will appoint «««» uotwithsianidm^ the profession be has made, 

him his portion with ' '* ^ *' “ ^ '■ ■' -j -<• 

the uabelic.ycr9 


God wdi appoint Awi'his .portion with the 

Bttv< in some rt iti^GiSy bis case sbail be 


47 And that ser- 
vant which kn«w bis 
lord'^w'ill, and prc- 


Btty, in some rt S|>Gis, jus case sbail be 
si^orsf) Yha# tbelniy ai^is oppormtu^s and en^ 
gagement!B<have;been sofmuch greaier. 

And^^t servant who^ like him I have been 47 
ipoakiiig of, knitw his Lord's will by a -particu- 
lar declaftitlap.pjf'it^" disregarding the in- 


^ f///>n/Mri,d(iin siiokc of before,' <(«.}<-, have anti'rvvflm, Rut I must beg 
It i<! ni'cessarv thus to i^o back to vertAs. .losv^o to(obscrie. that does ni<)Ove* 
for the explicatJ'iR of this , for it Val plain's c>\ id^tiy simplify uribi lie\ mg : 

evident, fioin the whole tenor <^f s^Wp- p'oiii^re Johrt,^:'%7 ; I Cor. vii, 1‘2-.J5, 
turf, that the servant who at hiS |.»fd’s 2i2— 24 (where there is bn ejt- 

roimng has pa'ised his accouut in sn ho- ^p^4f,oFAo#iUpliin ver. 22 between a^iir^ 
nourable manner,- will- never aCterwhi^ ,) 2 Cor. \i. '4, 13; \ 
be 111 daugi r of incitmngliis di«pf<asdrekV ^flm v. d> And 1 cannot but think that 
I Scourge him with tifch seri rityT^W the fpint.-prtM'v.tQiXt ii much better e*. 
hc will even cutktn at /ndt-r.} Dr. Whitby pfeisifK) by such a rendering; especially 
has so clearly proved f*w tobe'th^ WWW wben'tbe next verse is compared with it, 
of a''5|.oie o, that I aiii iiU^iribed' that' shfews thftti though this w icJt^’d sur- 

any should suCe have cyldiy rendered Vant shall have till portion and aiKide 
it, snu'liejjniutekim from theteU.' {foitUHi with Stdlh (whp, ^ the way, had they 
IS one iiistanfe of many, in, Wrbi'ch the ' nofchi^ piifaitbfhA would not have been 
version of 1727 has folloired (he Priusiail'^ yet hia ouniabment shall be 

Testament >n some of thdsb parts of if*" m'om jineVipns: af t^re may be a great 
which aw the least jodicioit^— 1 kimW In tha condftion of Criminals 

not on what authority it has. been n* '’coiiflftc4lp’the Same pHfon. ■’ 
scried that, the word may only signify -» hU Jjor^s ifiditpy a particuUr 
aiuf^aUng hu estate, 'Wherever it, or d«dipi^n of it.] TImfe is a force and 
any of its dorivatiws, occur in'tftft,«^- pn»ffe4y in these word* %ohd what is 
tuagnf, It has always ihe sjgnilication nsoAlly observed. A seVvant without cx- 
whjch IS heic given I't by our.iremon/ press mstrocUdn* might know, that to 
and generally an$wer$^^to ih# d^tibrew . his ^low-servants, and plunge him- 
nnj. See, EM xJ(iTi,i t^ji.’LeV- i. S t ’' 1 ^^t^to‘d^ba•lChe^y^ would be odensive 
E/ek. xxiv. 4. t^hag. ’ ’'7*1 '* ‘tqi;;hfc mattet; and jke wdiild therefow, 

"* hid' appioM M /wf/foa avfA i«- dMCCg^JC^Jtfbwet^on • bntsiich aeon* 
/idels.] Ith8sb'eett"srtj^t«dtomebj{«l^’*®**^®» hiv master 

person nfgieatwor<^hpdamiiienc^it||t; ha<kj|miaHtcd some particular oliaige, 
a^tfun signifies an/JKfJi^/ji'aidd ^htlmd witiO^tidile instructions for parfoi ming 
inridelity, or the disbelief of the^ ihspe), it, was' moat montitrdiis, and coni>cqiieui>- 
been referred to here, the «ord itwld ly detiened^everer j^ishnicnt. 

» '■ k". ^ 



Where muck is given, muck will be required, 

s»cT. structiojis giireij hiro, did not keep himself ready, ^ p*^^**! i»»t h/ufe^r, 
‘<33£*v. nor set Ininself to do according to his mil, shall 

have tlie soreat puwshuient inflicted on- iiim, ix* beaten wiA many 
ICU. 47 be beaten mth many [stripesJ>] (Compare - 

48 Dent. XXV. 2, 3.) w wAo heathen, 4S he that 

did not knew the particulars of hu (iuu by a 
clear revelation, and yet, sinorng a^mst that tiiy 'hf shall 
degree of light he liid, committed things x&hieM be beaten vyitu iVw. 
deserved stripes,, shall be beaten 

^iwiTSiid ligbwr [strok<i8'([ thw the “i.'rarrf^m“haH 

it ia a received maxirn ^mong men/ and 0^ he much 
will make it the TUlt^ f>f his 4^ judgment, 
nuu'h improvement sbglt k^reymred/rom even/ of^^hlUrthry 
one to whom much is giveWt and^here nmek^s wiH a^ic tiie ?nor.- 
deposited, the, more wUl be deiHandeihip 
tion to it. , -^(Compare Niauiit). 

j lMPR0VKMENt.r 

Vd’so M4L\'^ou^ satiU be awakened ,by these awful truths ! antl^may 
)5, 3t) we he to gir^ up, thejpins igf our mind,4o be sohi'r, and 

watch to the end > (I Pet. i. 13. j* 

Great are our cncour^ements to diligence ftn the one uand; 
anti, on the other, dieadful be punishment of our tcU, 

" ^ rtrti A//W//wi</y 1 P iStff// bf beut.’n ttifh manp ghifes.] 

l.'I'.nfant lemlprb Ihe '( was a usual pjthvkmflil for m - 

Mippose toclistinguisli itiftointfae foljiow*< servants /but I cannot And that 

mg clau'.c; and J follow fiupK thoujg^ iKMi- property edited giving th<' basli- 

iviilumt 'onio hesitation.' 'P«rbapi(.bf)th nado was in u<<e among the Jews, ihiiugb 
may bo joined thufr, TKrf nol'pr^f or SoWeyuppo^e rt to be irfi rred b» hrre.— 
Si I himself to do aecordmg io hfr thinks, that these n i)nl<i liai o a 

Mnce I wrote tbi|, I «^^eat em- y pedubM^referon'cetoihccase of in iiiKtors, 

phasis in these woni^ which 1 pot who hnvt. tneh bin^ular a(lvaTita;>e^ for 
bf foie observe. The^be rinq4.jn}i tW ItptrtiilpX 0mPs so that they will 
of the foregoing versep^Stfottr C^i^lM^ /ehr^Bil/'bO in tho number of the most 
Said, “ 'riiiak «M>t tbat 1 m^rdly mteifilb' '^ppy or wv^t miserable, of uian- 
forbi(Uiicbgimsitipiimuinlitidaax,dOiAi*/khi(l. Mi|iy>^they seiiously consider it, 
“ oniie<^s, not, oppression, ;8rt.^h(ib^yit4h rejoiee with trornblmg in thosr dij.. 
‘‘ siirCd, that stps of OrKiwdi^ 'Whei^, Unctions of their o^ce which uill draw 
*■ theie Imeb^ fau opp4>rbpldm of i|j^r tUe«& auchf' soiemn and weighty 
learning ytrtti^^iky, will c onaMUe rices ! 

*' the Divine correction.?'' Titer be beaten Indoe^i hut with Jfxier 

tK^ here and ia Utii' He$4 vwrswtobetrwetdi This sti ongfy intimates that ig- 

a anrvant who recoieea lAl exjpress tneti-' m rti^devitliiat omiriily excuse any who 
(lage fium hts master, vihich > 111 : Jfytiri! hOgtefifiisdObd’s sert ioe, since they 

diets, and oonthtr who; '^ntight4ft hfkve kb<iWQ at least 

ceivc no socb'ej>p«s» »iw*swiifw, yet^dlf' twe' maiK7B##uoii« ©f thfeir duiy , ts 
into ruoh instances of as, Viery semm may kn^ in the mam, 

hr t'ainiot h^k know u> bo a^ COt^Ct bis master will ap- 

witii hi . duty and offic'- in genejt^ bv' * prpvCai^vugh swiW may lie much moic 
n hicii he exposes bi,a} eif t^aome fuity,<:^trHctfd Ilian others as to his pa: . 
piitiphniiiit, though, other ^irigi being > ivndaV pleasure.' 

«. eual, he iS less ciitainal Ihaii'thc torwi'c 



JieJectioTiSW the faithful kM unfaithful servant, 1^1 

The tinvfe of o«r Zorf/’j ir uncertain ; let us th^ire- srer. 

fore aljoa^s be ready ; solicitous that ‘when he comes, he may ‘ Xiv. ' 
find u$ aei doing, as fe has required; living Hat ia oursekes^ lfth 
• to him, and em^oying ourselves almut that parthhtletr" thing, 
whatsoever it may he, which, aH^rew^iteiies considered, we are 
verily persw^d may most ph>mtfte‘the gye^t ends of life, and 
the importarii^ purposes of. Iu6 gkityS '.. v;' 

- Ifow glorious are’^he frU'ur^ proiitfsed^fd^suclil'Kow justly 42,41. 
may they awajeen o^.ejptttatlQphdl^ will prefer iheki to stations 
of more honourabl^'^i^ Jjbpi^ant ^ He will set 'thcm 37 

doTL'n at his table, (aiijit;W<ife) hmseifia their de- 
light, bringing forth the ehol^st of be^veh, and spread- 

ing before them an eternal ‘ l^ipii^t|et. Lord, may we through 
thy grace, he fonn^l^WOithy t«i bf that supper! May the 
Id nib thafis in throne feed and guide us to 

Jiamtains of liyemg naederP^erit, rii. ffr) / 

On the other hand, let us $eriodsiy consider the pimishinenfs^^i 
to be indicted on the tiffit^hful sejant, . Let mmsters, if such 
there jirc, who abandon tUemsfeiV^ to a life Of idlmess^md 
liLvary ; who stain thetr saeffed charactef by tJifm/rtfranfc; ivho 
proud 1} censure their brethren'i md eiJ;be^call or wish, for the 
s ciilar arm to smite their felk^^efvttnts, perliaps more faith- 
All than themselves; let sueh'*;befiy^.and tremble. * Their I.ord\^ 
ina) come in a visry unexpected kausriX^ indled, when do such 
cj^ect him?) and what are* f Ac v'r^^/^they have given others, 
when compared Wjtb, those whjyh'tiwy^sIialitl^iseTves receive? 
stripes which shall cut them pierce' deep into their 

very souls! How much more toUralde will it he, even for the 
worst of Gentile sinners, thad for such I s, 

Let all who are in nay lUfiksure distinguished by the gifts'^ of 
the Divine bounty to thenij or by their stations, whether in 
c/rit or sacred ^«J, .aUoodyely^d^elloo thi^great truth, so 
solemnly repeat^ 4 gdih and again: .let them consider it with a 
view to their own account; To wiiontsoever muck is given, of 
hhn u'ill much be reptired. May '^Divii^f, Grace so impress it 45 
on ifu'ir hearts, that they may be dfstiti^isheii by .present fidc- 
fity, and future remrds, \n pnjportte'b^ the ditference which 
IVovidcnce ha$ already made in theVr favour! And may they 
never have reason to reject, with confusion and anguish ou 
what is now their Honour andrtbetc Joyl 



1^2 The gospel xvQuld pccasion violent conientiens^ . 

SECT. CXV. 

' * : ■ Christ observes ihe^vils which would be occasioned by Ms coming^ 
yet^Meclares his desire to complete his mrk^ and warns the 
Jews of the great dangei' ofinegleeting the shart remainder 
of their time rf tidal. Luke XiL 49* to the en4 , , 

U^sXII. 49. *:■ XII.W, 

6EGT. farth^ kdded in Bis discourse to i AM come to^cnd 

cxv hib disciples and the hioltitude; all -fireontheearthj 

'■^that I haye-said to prom^ boipwi^ a^a- klnlilfj' 

xii 49 ^plj^tnat J am come to 

: ‘ ' send fire on thte earth ; ^ so '6{ipos^ is thy doc- 

^ tnue to the prejudices of men* and, 

such ai'e tlie violent co'hteittfons^tli^t imy 
will occasion, through^|}ierwiek^di&, of t^e 
among whom it is pi:eaChcd St '* 

w/aA? that the go^yeluiaiy b^*‘suj>pfessed T nay, 
but I ftther say, Uh that xSm fire, ^lel^c!e as it 
shall be, were already jcindled^ \iy untversal' 

propagation of a religion whose biessiDgs so" 
abundantly counterl^lanc^ Ibe accidental 
50evils which can attend 0 . I have indeed, 50 But i a 
in the meart/tim^a a ihQsLdl^aolul baptism to baptism U) iie bap- 
be baptised withy kiid hpipfcthat' f shall shortly a^*} tin 

be bathed, as it \n an<i plunged in ube accot&piuhcd • 

the most overwhelming ' far from , 

drawing buck on tbat/^coujo^, ^ inexpressi* 
bly am I siraiMicd ‘and uneasy ^ through th^ 

n icstness of niy desire, ((11^ terrihl^,a9 it is, tt 
ally comphU^d,^ adH-thei-glorioui birfh pro- 
duced, wliatov^agonies jp^ay lie in .th® way to it ! 

^ 1 But these b^fib are tp'V, k.very , ai Suppose ye that 

dilfcr/nt manner from what sotne of myj 
disciples, ii4%ine; for now suppose that 

And whaido I OKhS 4l«nae«y tobim; compares Cor v. 14, 

ehvndu ktntU«dt>j I thifik Loi'ke uudentands it of a kind of 

Knat^bull has* ahundianUj ^ndpurrufinent which jChrist was under, 

this VeYsion. Dr. Whitby' here, is tokltoW Ifpw faithfallyto fulfil his minis^ 
in many other, places, 4can#erih«S' tpy^ wltbout giving' such umbrage to the 
Gi'otuiw) stems fuUy toba>’e^i(>v«a^i^ fttwan r j^get'^as wouid' have drawn 
i< sonioUima^J^aa this 0^aie1,p«r«ecB|i^a9id him before 

Lukf> fbeap^bttea^tim«) (seeivMr. 1.ock.e's 

Vii. 7; HeasonaUciWMf^f uheis 1S4:) 

h.'ips we add' Luke tfui tlits seemh'fb th«a very foreign and 

Ci-otiusiiitf loc. ‘SSp^' 8Cw».*i»i^at which I take it 

<> /&» cm I strayed a.wA ttUii favoured by Luke xxii. 1.5. 

be comp/eteii r\ 'iWWofo (riw»^g|i4sii seems betff Gretius, whose sense 1 

to import on ardi>«r<i/' nnW^fwith which f have hinted in the paraphnsc, .judge 
person is so boraO on towards the object rightly of the particular force and beauty 
of In'! ailectioii and piirMiit, that tho ne> oAte word ffvvfx>iaai, it may be 
cfis.-ary impediments which lie in his way trateu by John xvi. 31,. sect. cIxxmi^ 



and be followed* ^ with peace, but faith dwision, 

I dm come to give j am come to give psace.on the earth, or imnit'- srcr. 
peace on earth ? I to establish that temporal tranqu'l'ity- cw. 

rather division! and prosperity rtrhich yoa^expect should,' at- 

tend the Messiahts kin^do 0 ] buii eon- xii. n 

• sidering: how txiy gospM, tiotwithstandinG; ail its 

' , V tendency to peacci will h^ojpposed, and how it 

will be. perverted, /inay /oyott, that I am 

rather come to occasion unnatural r/i*- 

IV from hence- vision,, „ iFov sttch afti the contentious heats and 52 
furib there shall jje aniuiosltW that ^ Will attend the publication of 
^ uied, Three against the gospel, that ert l^gyfve m one family shaU 
<«u,a«d two against be go rfiiBtifed, that tSere shall, h^^fhree against 
two' on the and two (gainst three on 

5'i The father shall the^tlier : '.AM this shaft be the case when 5S 
be diMdcd gainst thi^^miliesi Ooi^ist of bersotis in the nearest 
Sk fatef relations tOfWach fur instance, 

1 .0- mother against shall diJjf&TdUh tkc son^ and the soii with the 
im' daughter, and the ; tke fonde$t mfhh' ieith the daughter, 

m!!thor\hfi th daughter wtih the mother »• the mother^ 
in-hw against iicr tn-law wUh^itr soifJwife, andtkedoughter-in- 
daugraer-t«-Uw,and and so inve- 

iriinsriier oiahef* ^ barfed against all that em- 

■n law. brace my gospel, flmt the^j sliall break the bmids 

of nature^, as Jtyfeiriw'oj rfiend^bip, to express it. 

^ , (Compare Mat. I p. Alii.) 

And' be said And he Said a^o'U thepeof^e, This perverse- 54 
i tiic people, alr€atiy 's|e^’ibelf in y our overlook inti 

many proofs pi the Messiab^s ajijjearance among 
yon, while you disepyer' such a sagacity in your 
pbservatiopt with , respect:. to other things': for 


^Oriinmedi.iUlytoust&bliBhthfittcin- , See Dr., tedand’? Answer to the Moral 
puial tianqiiiliity, ft't.]' Thcrq’ are "l^hUtwdjAier, p. .155-H3d6. 
m.in\ prophecies of tW pcfi^ful state . ' S <oaV 

>)1 th.j Nfessiah’s kingdom, '{compare dau^kieuMta uith her hus&atuth 

Ian/i 7} It-a. ii. 4, xj. 6.—$; Ixy. The original and 

' ;,) ih.it it It haul to say hoqr Christ.* arfic’miartly expiVsed lu thN 

wjuld ((jiiipktely answer the character' ^ransla^ii^' 'ilie F.nglist>yords mother- 
of the Me&biali if he should never .gilie ic-law^’'dm'dimghter>tn-lkw;aram<ircr*x- 
firac^ on eartfii hut the error of tfae>iIeaS’ tenaivoy'and rathejr. though not necos- 
hy in supposing be was immegkdfifytOi sarily,' lead us to think of Ittwena, 
accomplish it j whereas the propheeiC«> a sUip-daine, or father's second 

of the New Teslofiicot, inpeeially hs-pih' ttiii^.iiW'bCf'husbandN daughter <Jur 
book of Revelatlan, shew, And Uw^cof hofd .might''ipenti(ni^tbH reUtion, be- 
tlie Old Testameakmoat pktialy mtWte; caose,. ia coi^uenre of the obligation 
that this prosperous •'tate of hi- kingdom which, ^thq^hwuib children were ondcr to 
y as not only to be pMded^d by his own ' jnsanta^^eur ageil parents, a young 
''ufierings, but by a Tefiniy of periecuii - man myiHr'When he settled in the w nld, 
tu.ns trials, and .luiferiinpi. whuld* often take his mother a widow, into 
in ditthrent degrees attend his followCnt his family, aitjj her ahode in it might 
before the kingdoms of th>’ earth became, occasion k»$ aheauness than that of a 
/»y a general com crslon, the kingdoms mother-in-law in anv other s'.nse. 

** 10 Lord, aiiduf hi!i Christ; (Rc>. xi. 15.) 



124 The Jews arc inexximUe in not discerning him ia he the Messiah. 

SECT, when ym sec a cloud arising out of the xvest^ or vviwnye^adoud 
cxv. comi!i» f'ratii the Mediterranean sea, yow present- Sraightway 

W, a hecevy shetwer is coming ; •‘ and it is so. There coriieth a 
jiyw^\,rj'lndwhcn [you find] the south-wind slwuer; and witis, 

from the desert of Arabia, and other hot cli- 
males, j/oM say^ Therx. teill he sultry heat ; and bi»iir,.ye say, There 
56 so accordingly it CMOS to pass. ^hb^fteati and it 

tliat fircteiid to 9 sK for ftirthef sms', as if you ““ Ye“ ™Li«, 
wore really desirous tt? knOW ye can discern the 

be not a Divine, Teacher i Wi the sky, and 

swh remarks as ttese tt dUt/nfuUiW^e of ,,'S 
the earthand ^4he keatewfi to foretelltiie notdtsceri)thisum( > 
changes in the wcotbc^ hefbj^ tlW come ; hut 
how is it judge o|thft 

much more evident signs' 
attended, ^ith such 

tokens of the Messiah’s coining (toftii^are 
Mat. Jtvi. 2, 3, Vol. L p. 47$.) Fe«, why is it til Vea, and why 
j,«« de not even of ^ur^eivet wA«V is> fit 

and nghtf and gather /roto such obvious pre* > 
mlscs, how you diiglit fa reaag|n uud consdfendh 
to treat so extraoraiuarj^ a f^son as I^ppeai^ 
to be from whole fierii|S of rtiy doctrine and 
conduct, imitedddi’ dkWai^itig ail the p,ro6& 
that shew me to be sent irofc God I 
58 This, however you mii?ythat%ht)essly neglect 58 men thou 

thine ad. 


This, however you mayt^Oi^htlessly i ^ 
it, is a matter of'tne utmost imppitance: I must TiiriTia. 

therefore enforce the 'eabortation 1 forihWly gis”ra)to, 1 tLu^di't 
gave you j (Mat. v. 25', $6, Vol. L p. 218,) and m ih« wav, >rivc di- 
press you Co endeavour, with the greatest dill- hgenre that thou 
gence, tliat the, controversy may immediately be 
made up betw^hn Ood>aud ypur sopis. For, 
you count it h‘>o|e of human jvhefi 

you go to the magistrate with your amfsdryy 
"who has ^ suit against ydu* io trsf j^iwr ut- 
most endtmpur to niisdtg:y^ thi affair vdth hiin^ 


«y| ft«wy sAoww w ctviifng'.f 0|(<;6f^ «'<f*jir*ii<ly drawn consequence, yot, 
properly signrfiai « decoy rnmer / and ‘ hhai tiie tenor of my doctrine and 
xAoa-tfv, inUie iiexlTeiite>4li/riy oyMWcAw eiiarocter,fas veil as hrom my mira- 
mf^heat. *i t yev «MSbt h»r« disceraed your- 

^ H Ay » a fjM tt/i nut nsat'qf gom^t, ” fdvpf^ ftbat rt bf a very wrong 
&c.] Tbe phrase itf* aot «' aiid Vary dattgeiwuettiRig to reject and 

seoiii here to signUV, V hke 9llgMmo.*V-OMUUiqandnrollusctln- 
“ principles of Kood «tenM trUipyqu dao i nect this vrW iriU» the two following, I 
in cuininon alVairs, or ifl rela* ‘ihiuk witboai'ahy reason. 

“ ting to yuurselvps ; ’•* but it aeemi an f Ijs^gt/itr utmost emfeamir Hi make 
advance that Vbuugbt, as if our Lord On qifntr e^AAim.] 'lliieophyhct inti- 
bad said, ‘'Licti Ihougft' I had not so mates, and tialnW'-ms and after him 



The danger qf Mglecimg h he recandled to God. 1 25 

from bim; Ufet he while vcui .*1^' \’ei oti fkcmy 1 hst he farce thee 
]‘tdkSihoj«d,^ tke judge; mi hji^ing ^ihI -■ 


(XV. 

■v^ 


drliuM- thee to the tlic^ to be indeed «cch^h^^|^?, (klivtf .thee tQ 
oiiim. and the offi- the custody of the imeemt. and the eerjeant^f} T, 
****^^* HwiU not then be 1059 

** 59 r teuthse iW» thy power to compouyd tlie~matter upon gent- 
shait m>t <ici)a*:t ler terms, or to gt't free froqi.tfay confittvment ; 
till thou hast jf tha^when he has thee at such 


paid (he 
101 te. 


ry In&t 


an 


ail auwniiva^o, th&d'ehaU not l>e aj)le tf) cnnie nut 
/n# ilienex idl tkm hast paid the ^enj hist mite 
of the debt thou owest.** And\tbu(i* if you are 
regardfoss tfie protiossils of God's mercy while 
the (ley of life end grace ia cominued, oothing 
is bo exj^ected from the tribunal of his jus- 
tice, sen|«)co, which will end in 

.i3_i atid punisibiftfent. 


1MPR(>VEM$HT. 

I’o what a lainentablo dt^ree is Nomeiti nature cornipted, that Ver. 4 i?. 
so nol)!.* A leiiuidy as tlie gospd^^so well adaptc^l to the ciu’e of 
a inalc\<jlenr and contentious dtj^dtidn, should in so many in. 
sUiK’C'i only irntate the disease I 4nd that a schenie so full of 
l()\« and woodness, and so well suited' to pMca^ peace and 
iiainiony in tMosc who ciirdiMly enable it,, snould he, opposed 
with all the violence of pci*sccutiQa,' amj he tl^ means of intro- 
ducaij» .strife and division! / 

How monstrous is it, that miiy should hate'jtkdr neighbours yiy\^ ys> 
y. a, and their nearest Tetatives^-^QX that dijinferested piety, and 
reward to (’onscicncc, which might recommend strangers to their 
esteem and affection} Yet let not those who meet with sucli in- 
jur. '>iis treatment be discouraged j knowing tba^ have a Tut her 
and a Saviour in heaven, whoi?hclpv>i« ten .thoi^nd times more 
than all ; nor let others be offer^j^,‘as If Ghristiimity had been 
the occasion of more evil than garni for such , is .the nature of 

T;i ('one, l.ir^elv insUt upnn it, that or ont ^f^o has a suit at tasr against ano* 
layrt-Tiav signifies, ‘‘ f)iy thr iMeresi, as vShetheria a Cp'il ♦f eruoliial case. 

“ well as the >iriiictpa| of thy in * The iterif lait mitt! of the debt thou 
ordei to priM'urft dc/ 7 i'pwiicrr**^ But o^ert.] The iwto fKt‘ff7M,j was the least 
Taike makes u'lo of another W0fd>|V<»^j ' vaita^e of then: coins, (see Mark xii. 
for mury (laike ^Iix 33.) 4 . 4 ^) t)oaj|aiBing no raor« tbau half ot 

a considerate arsameiit for V^ttQ|tid'ol''&rthing,;or of their 

monii>iidertdg^,w‘hioHiflatsom 6 roeirten-'^ or qtmdlraiia} vhiehwns itself 

si\ p. — Aviit,Xiz-}(jSi*t sii$iiih 08 ,'iiOS merely |Hilt of the AS, or 

any kind ot dc'loojfahde, but such ^ |iar. the larger farthing, mention - 
agreement a* seeuwV' the Luke xii. 6 ; so ihat 

front any farther dattgeic of pcosoouitiji;^' tlw WAS but UUte more than iho 
as I Nner acc-iralety shews, •'Observ. Uunl part of An English, farthing and a 
Vol 1 i>, 237.-11 IS well kftown'. Uiat sparrow wak leckoncd worth tour tf 
properly signilics a pioitcuisrf them. 



Rejections on the regard tot should' iliexv' to the gospel. 

' jfict. eternity, that the salvation of orte immortal soul will be more 
. op. than an equivalent |or the greatest und most lasting tempor^ 
wi|jch the greatest n can suffer for con- 

f science sake. 

*Ver. 50 Let this awaken our zeal to saoe souls ^ however great and ter- 
V rible the sufferings are' to, which it may ^pose u^. ln propor- 
tion to the ra^e with which the enemy is endeavouring their de^ 
structioH. May we be amnrnted in it bj,the e^tampic of the 
blessed Jems, who, with a vfeiv to this^ iovged for those 
sufferings which innocent natdre con0 itprlrot regard as the oh- 
ject of strong aversion ! ' 

54 56 MaJ we at alftimes be ijo wise ffijcerrt the evidences, 
\ ’ . and to comply with the^rposes of thtgosptlf else our kmriV- 
Icdge in riatural things, Should it bxte^ ^ only to the most 
common, ti^t the most pnrious op the face of the 

' earth or the heavens, witf turn to’ no t^er account but to shame, 
and condenm us ? ' 

* 58 If we have any reason to fear that, through obstinate impeni. 
tenoe, the bleped God is still an adver$aiy to iis, let us make it 
^ our first and greatest care tbht, by an humble'submissioii of soul 
to him in the methods of his gwpe/ that strict scrutmy of 
his justice may be prevented, and that sentence of ins wrath 
averted, whicp whmjd otherwise plunge us into endless ruin and 
wmiy ; ft>f when could Wftjp'rHenU to havep^id the Iasi J or thing 
of the debt of ten thousand talents, which we have been daily 
contracting, and ^icb is Charged W our account in the book of 
his remembrance / ' 


SECT, CXVl.:, 

Christ, oil the pmti<m of which hud befallen 

others, warned his hearers ff thc danger they were injf they 
did not refidM, and illusttaieSji fy the parable of the barren 
fg'trce, ,^Luke . 


LUKE 


1. 


.IubbXIIL 1. 


XfOJV, while our .Lord was thus discoursing *TiH E!*E were pre- 
’ of the necessity of being os, peace #ith God, that Bta- 

Gauionites,^ v^ho badreirilped themselves ob- 



” Tuld him bf these Galdetml thf fdUO^- 
ors of Judas (iaiilottitea»1 Josej^abii 
iKthcatnry ofthli J«d«fi(3auIoBites 
hri;c. Antrq. hb. caji. 1 ^ 1. 


tfe4V».o,Bell. Jtti^Tib. H. cap. 8. (al. 7,) 
§'V^:cap,J7.'^ a; and lib. vii. rap. S, 
(ol. 88.) Uavm‘amp.) It appcais lie 
was at the Bead of a sfct whq asserti d 



Except we hepentt we shall all perish. 


*husc bluod Vilate 
had mingled with 
their biicrillicec. . 


2 And Je«ns an-^ 
5wtTiti}i said unto 
tliLiu, Sui>])<i»e ye 
til II tiiese Galileans 
were »inu«^r!> aho\e 
3 II the GUi leans, 
beiMiiis* they sutler 
ed .Ill'll things ’ 


T 1 ttll you, Nay; 
bur except ve re-, 
p.iit, ye kIhII all 
iiLe^viiC perish. 


* Or those eigh- 
ttru upon VI h on th"' 
tower III '<il'>ai)i tell, 
and slew tlipin, think 


noxious to the Homan power by son^e acts or, sect. 
principles of resistance XQ itj, and whose bhod 
Pilate the jjpvernor Had in 4 ?ffcct mingled mlh^ 
their sacrifices, bavin*? .circumvented and ^iij * 
them when they were 'Como to worship in the 
temple at a pimlic feast.^ 

^ jind Jesus, without ntaking; any remarks 0112 
tlie cause on which they were engaged, endea^ 
voui'ed^ with his uaual wisdom and piety, to lead 
the.i^tnds.of his hearers into some prolitable re- 
jections unon the event; and, in replug ^faid to 
them, Do think that these Galileans were 
notorious sinners above all the rest of the f}alU 
leans^that tha^ suffered such sad things as these, " 
and iverc c^olf in so ^^tserable a manner? If 3 
you do, ycil are very u®t to judge of the con- 
duct of Providence; for, howsoever you may 
censure them, as shewn hereby to be the most 
enormous sinners, / tell ^ou, No; you are not 
to com hide from hciice ibis was the case; but, 
except you iepentj^ ;you. shall all perish thus,^ 
vengeance will overtake you in your evil ways, 
ami, in the desolating judgments that ;will short- 
ly come on your wbde . nation, Hhe blood of ma- 
ny of you ^hail be mingled with your sacrifices. 

Or, to instaone in another unnappy ca!»e that 4 
tias lately occurred, I mean that of those eigh- 
teen mcii on whom the tower in Siloamfell, and 


God to be U-eri fjiily Sovereinn, and were 
so iiiR-ilv avtiai to a snlimiaiiiuii lo the 
Koiti. 11 power, tb.Ulho\ iceoimiid itim* 
lawhilio pay tribute unto < iPt>ar, and 
r.i.'oi v(ui|id endure tlie greatebi tor* 
nu nt:< thill give iny nmii the tjilc of 
Joid 'I'bis ,Uid IS IS luobahly the i-erson 
whiiiii Gainaliel leh'fs toby ibo name 
ol Jiidas ol Galilee, At'ts v. ; 17 . — Jose- 
ph > due not meiii 1011 the sjaugliter of ' 
tli(x( (•.ilileuiib (which, bv the wav, 
lu ikos * Zeiter is's uiKopreiation very 
impiobable that ibey wei< actually slatn 
at the altar in cuiiUnip’ of the temple;) 
but ho I coords ail acliun of Pilate that 
iiKich r s, utbles it, uf the manner of h!a 
t.oaiuigilio .Niinari aii!), Antit|. ijb. sviii. 
.t.iji. I (al 3 , t '5 I — Peibaps this s ory 
ut the (>ahli'.insmight iU>wbe nu ntioiicdv 
todiiist with a design of leiid'ng him 
into .I'liarc, wiictli i le should justify of 
enndemn tiie pci suds that were slain. 


^ You dutll alt perish thus, wu-JIaq wrto- 
) Some Content themselves with 
rendering it, V«« shoUaU perish ui wll as 
tktp ; and posiiMy nO' more may he in- 
tended; yet (lie rendering I prefer ap- 
pears to he more literal ; and 1 the rather 
choose it, becatv e (as Grotuis, 1 illotson, 
>Vlntby, aqdiQaBpy others, have ob.erv- 
ed,) theie'wfiis a remarkable rebernhlancc 
between t0efdte of these Galileans and 
U»t of (he whole Jewish nation, the 
Aower of which was slam at Jenisulem 
bv ihe Homan sword «hile they weie as- 
sembled at one uf their great festii aU ; 
(seeJoNepb. BelUJud. Ub. vi.'cap. 9. 
(al. vii 17.) § 3, 4;) m>d many thou- 
sand* of ^em perished Hi the temple it- 
self, and ifere (as thoir own historian re- 
'pre»ents^ipt at largo,) luerally buriinl un- 
det its ruins. Jineph Hell* Jud. lib. vi. 
cap 4, (.'ll. vii 10,) & 6, it cap. 5, (al 

van,) 5 1 , 2 . 



m ■ Chrid delkmjie pahble'qf 

, «EiiT. slew thanf do ym ikink thet/ wen greater 
wi. fenders tmti dU M44}t^e| inJiabitar^s of Jerusa- iat* dwelt \ii 

Icrrty U»at tiiey wei^e tliiM pro^idendalty singled Jerusalem? 

xni^j desi ructioaf 1 tellmu^ Nor you would ^ i tell ypo. Nay , 

judge very, rasiily if you werain g^m'ral to draw all 

such conclusions^ for the best of men ippay be ^kewise iierish. 
involved with others in temporal eakrouies ; 

. but remember what I told yo.ii ,be/oi?e, that, ex- 
cept you repent, yiyn shaliioU perish yto^^’you * 

shall bo pressed uiwkf the insuppbi^ld of 
the divine vengeance^ aivd Be .uestroyed uhder 
the rijin.s of that holy in yi^ich ypu trust. 

Q order to awaken them mofe^,ct«aliy 6 ii** bpaUj ai-., 

to such deep ^ serimii repemwee, m a %’ 

this parable tn .Xhete W9$a^r/tnrfman tree piomcd m lus 

who kad afg-tree in his viMydi^di and vineyaid, and i>c 

he cam^ fgrseveralsuccessive seasons, harchnng m* fo.uid 

'“i for fruit upon it, but. he found 7ione. And at niHic 
length, (le.spairing of any better success, he said '< ■ bi n siui be uu- 
, to the teeper af &via^ard^ SehpU,-ihese three jil'i 'i! 

yeiirsiiig^ihcx^JmvecmotomkfQr^ruttup- tiu>«‘ thr.-c vf.us i 
on this pg4rec,andhi\]^ij pidnonxi cut it dou'n 
Uierefore ila^totely^^ Wren tree : forreto l,‘'' Vsr' 
does li tlm cumber ihkfp'^ud, nUing ap the down, why cumbt.- 
place of more profitable plptti with it's useless eib it tje ground ? 
hulk, and draib»ig.ft^ay noufislunent from those 
8 that grow rouind U ? "But such'‘til?as the concern ''sa^d^m^^him' 
of the vine-dresser for its preservation, that he u«"onp thi* 
md to him in reply, Sir, I de*sire thou wouldst ^ear also, nil isbaii 
/df it alone this year also, till I s^ll dig uj) the 


e On jsA«« m iSdomM/, anS to Uie p^rpoic tb m tbe ftym’ir, .i*. iIk h" 

ftao; Froitaf ilw i^ntwn of Siloam, ‘ 'waii n«% human interpnitii lun attending tb* 

wbitth vuvf without the wells ^ deeth of th^se men j MxOiHt it; sc. mod nioi «*. 

0 llttfe Ktream' ifluwed into i^euitf, irnmediaielv pruvidenti.d Iwn tbsl of .Ik 

^ .n. 6, 1 whirl) received lA^ ahitvdW ^falileans whom tilate had lUH^.i^acntd 
btts«)nvwMtb<'vnt<>bav« tAiMl^tebe tht-' 4 Vici& iAtre Many baie sup- 

saHic with ^ pool ef eett' if_ p 4 »cd that ihesu woids allude lo tbe tunc 

lungs XX. ill. Jd'j'nw. of Cbnst’s pcrsoinl mini'.irv, wlncb, as 

uiid John y/4j ix. 7.) Beinff neat tfee inb‘.t bavc ooiupuicd the ch.oTwdimv ol 
tcantlc, it ia no wowter thet nrany fife* theNcwTe&UmCnt, had now lu^t d tbnv 
(pientedit for pur^Scauwn ; lint the ca- yvnxs: but it iti certain, tbc p.siicncr ul' 
^laiiUiy oecaaUmed ky tile fhll' el! tbe Oedbure svitfa them much ibnn 

ncighbeiuring .tower la wot, (fearl-cim another . yeiur' Orotiue thcrefoie thmks 
lied, nientiof)!^ AUf oitspre fia^'hcrej- ilinoic piobabte it may refer to the i-i- 
^oliebly it biW tKippeeM^et^eiinp’ I'tp tsirc of a flg-^'ce, vhtch if it bear .it all, 
(feast j aiidsomcuf Chrhrt'sbWj^lleiiHgbt., generally busibS’.** wiHvn thne 

then faas'e boon at. Jemseleni^l^aHniue^ ^yeaie after it ta'vplanicd; butini<;bt to tie 
indeed tahci. Hiw Silbam have been Mve be looked upon a«- barren, if it ImcI 
Shiloh, tbu place where tbe 'tabernacle disappointed thee spcctatimi oMhe phut- 
was 'lust jellied, (.fosh. xmu 1 ; Psal. crtlii'cc yortiS! tcgfihci after lie lime m 
\\\iii. fO,) but without siiificii'iit rca* which it ‘■buulil haie yi* ided Irii' '’.bi i 
^OlJ , fiM* Driisms in loc.-— Thu hut m- ' aas vet «'n • 

Mif'c ciubt sffrnin bome respects inoie 



' ltefi€cfms mi llie giiiit and danger of ufifruit/ulneoS. 129 

ijjj; ibout ji, and groiiiul ulhmt tty and luy dung to thti root of it, ^ect, 
if it bear perhaps it majf bear fruit , and if so, 

film, -*<•//• and if It j-j vu*)I, and thou preservest tliy tree; but if 
not, ih^n jfVr that not^ofter this thoushalt, if thou pleasest, cut 
'’**^*^ dou:ii, and 1 will say nothing farther to prevent' 

it. By which parable our Lord did plainly re- 
present to the Jews the Divine displeasure 
against them for having negleeted the many 
opportunities they had enjoved as planted in 
the vine} arc! of (jod*s church, (compare Isa. v. 

1, 12; xwii. 2, 3;) and iivan awful manner inti, 
mated, that though they had hitherto, at his in- 
tercession been spared, yet, if they coiUmucd 
unfruitful luicler the additional cultivation they 
were shortly to receive on the descent of the 
Spirit, and the proposal of the gospel in its full 
extent and evidence,*" they must expect nothing 
but spi'cdy, irresistible, and irrecoverable ruin. 

IMPROVlMFNT. 

ii of US may not learn a l(“'Sou for himself from this in-Ver. (< 
s<ructi\(' parable of the fig free'^ Have vve not long been planted 
in (fod\ vineyard, and favoured with the cii]ii\ation of Ins oi* 
fiiuaiiee'x, }e}i, with the dew.s of his grace too; and yet how little 
////// h:oe we borne in proportion to those advantago«? How 7 
long has \\r onne icehing iV in vain, white we have fVustratt‘d tfie 
lJ^o^t rtasonalile expectations, pel haps not only for three, hut 
si'Neial of us for more* than thirty i/cars? Woiulorlul is iL that 
the dreadful sentence has not long smcc gone forth .igauist us, 

('at them (’oum, rrhy cumber they the ground? We owe it io;_- 
the intern i.^ion of our lilesscd Redeemer, the Great Keeper 
the ^i^arden ot God, that this has not long smcc heeu our ease 
Ia'I not be hi<ih-minded, but J ear ^ (Rom. xi. 2U.) L'*t barien 
dinners rclleet that tins may bt3 the la^t year, jierliaps mJi'od 
the laa month, or la. a day of their trial; for even now al>o 
tht are laid at the root oj the free t (Mat. in. 10.) y\nd let them 
reni<*ml)fi, that though there be hope of a ti ee, 'when ii cut 
d(rji'n, that it may sprout again, (.lob xiv. 7 ) yet, when the 

I'eihiipi If mail U-ar fiinl riav M'lidtrllio addition 1 1 Kill i^altDii, i>'i ] 

vziy.^r, ] III-,;. tln*oMjfMnl bymr- I'iie cxtraordinaty iiUdn^ usi^d lu bung 
iliiiiH of an abrupt way of &peakinj(, of Uu*in to icpentanre alter the icsiirreo- 
nliK 1) H ijilicliiis has produced uiaiiy ex- tion of Clinat, by the elfnsiuii oi lua Spi* 
iiripli'b, (Annor. o\. Xcu. p, ID'i, lO'l;) rit, and tlie preaching: ot (he apohilcd, 
b'!i \ Umik the way ot rdidenng; the might, with gre.it pr.)|)uetv bccxplc^ic^l 

1 1 liavL' here used, vuuild <>nil it in hy digging lound tlic bam ii ticc, tud ap 
no>si id tlifi'tc llls^JlI<.c^, pitjii'] MarinconipostoriJun'ftiiitO'j'd- 

Voi Ii I< 



ISO ' . Christ cures a crooked tvoman m the synagogue, 

h%CT doom i« excruted on t'lom, thnr root ‘n'iH he as roUenness, and 
their hh'>swin u'lU gn up like dust , (Isaiali v. 24 ) aiuJ eten/ free 
brings not Jarth good Jmit will be hc\'n downy and cast 
^ into the fire. 

L«.‘i such therefore meditate terror when the judgments tfi 
God are abro^ul in iheiutth , and, when others arc* overwhelmed 
in rtiiii, let tlicni not harshly censure the suflVrers, as if they 
5 weic i^reater sinner'} t/iun am/ others; but let them a|)|)ly that sa- 
^ lutar^ , tljou. h aw fill, admonition to their own '.oiiU, repeating it 
again . nd aj.i ii, t 11 they are vrickcd to the heart by it, Except 
ye repiUt, ye shall all-ltkt‘wise perish. 

'rerii!)!'* indeed wa-^ the case of tho^e whose blood Pilate 
•mingled with their sacrifices y and of those- who were d.isbeil to 
^j)n ersin a moiTn-iit l)y \.\\\' JuLl of Siloam^s tower: bur mfinitoly 
more dn-adfid will be tlie condition of them that /rz// into the 
hands of the living •(rody (Heb. x. 31 .) espeeially of tbeese de- 
/■eiveiN who, having surrouii(h*d his altar> w'lth the hvpDcntu'al 
foiins of devotion, sliall ibeniselves be made flie victnns of Ins 
just ice, ami be cmslied by the resistless weight ot his almighty 
vengeance. 


SECT. CXVII. 

Gfirist cures a crooked wennan in the synagogue, and vinduate^ 
his doing it on the sabbath-day ; and afterwards repiafs f/u pa- 
rabh\s of the grain of mustard seedy and of the leincn. 1 -uke 
Mil. 10 — 22 . 



l.UKK XU I. 10 . 

^j^HUS our I.ord went on in his jouriic'y 
^ through (Galilee for a considerable time, 
Li.ki- teaching in one of (he synagogues 

^(^.on the sabbatii-dayy Behold there was pre- 
1 1 sent a poor disaliled womaiiy who (as ihe Jews 
used commonly to e\})r's> il, and was now ac- 
inidly the case) hud been afflicted by a spirit 
of weakness ^ no less than eighteen years , and was 
bowed together in so sad a manner that frcmi 


iiKB xin 

I*" 

^ III'; III mil 111 tlir 
s\ nfu;ii},'iu*'i mi IIk; 
.cihbat li 

1 1 \ii(l, bolidlf], 
then,' was <( wmii in 
winch hail a '<}iiiit 

o( iii(iiniit) < n;hii'> ii 
vcai'. Tud W.I.. luift- 
cd logclluTaiidcuiilil 


•* //«f/ liccn afllirtcil bv r pnififf ivt.ih . 
w. ] It is ci \ cMil ill the Ji WK .ij>;.PC 
Tjeniliil th.'il all I'ein-jrkauli' disoidcri id 
hod\ |»io'it.'dtd I'mm the operation of 
siinu- iTK'luiidnt demon. Pfih.ips they 
might draw nn irjnnient fium what n 
suid lit sat.ui agency m the adiictionoi' 
Jot) (chap 1 .ind u )and fiom Psal nei. 
(' (corn ji lie sepnt.if,0 and 1 xm. 
1-1 Tin .V als.,) l■ml^.ldcled Salan a> hA% 

;i y "n ^ ^ iJcuth, flib. li 1 1 - *- \nd 


tl »t, in some maladies thi 
tne case, is intimalul bv oni I md'^ n r 
plyheiCjMr. IS, and by ''t Pa-'l's ivniits, 
1 Tm \ S, where lie .sptak of »1 cIi\m- 
ing an otiender to Sal.iii for ilic ilisiini ■< 
lion of till' Hesh — ^"Ihi topic is n ly jii- 
(IiCi >usl\ b,i died bv tliac ilit 'trioii. mi- 
ter Mr Ml wc, (sec his woik'. V ul M. p. 
'Idl), 'Sill ,) aal ihi ic ao. meimim^ 
.a.id (Ml I'rlainmg ri.iaarks W nllius o • 
this fevf. 



0 fence is taken at his healing mt the sabbath: , 

111 no wise lift up the time it first seized her, she teas utterly lOi- stiot. 
"*'■ able to raise herself upright ^ or to stand stratght. *- N\ti 

j '3 AiuU lien Jesus Jcsiis Seeing he)\ and intimately know- 

.iH, her, he railed iiig all the sail eircuiii'iianct's of her affliction, xill 1*2 
Ifdio' her wllinan* difficulty With which shc was then come 

el!u?art 1 looscd 'irom to attend tlic solemniiios of Divine worship there, 
nime infirmiiv.- called her to him, and said to her, Homan, thou 
art loosed from that affliction which thon hast 
long been under by leason oi thy “iieiakness and 
I'j \rid hr luid A/* malady. Ahd, as he was speaking these words, i:, 
h.mds oil iiri .md he hid kis hoiids upoH her. And immediately she 
imiiudiatLiv shrwjs Straight, SO that 

-Toiihcd o'od! ’ she stood bcfoie them all in an erect posture, 
and moved with as much ease and freedom as 
if she had never been disabled . and, as was 
most i*easonable, she in a very aHfectionaie man- 
ner glorified God before the whole assembly; 
praising him for so signal and unexpected a 
iavour, and deelanno bow long her illness liiid 
continued, and how dc^peIate and incurable it 
tvas thought. 

Bat a ruler of the synagogue f insUad of 14 
ioiriinginacknovvledoments oftln* Divine power 
tint and goodness displayed in that gracious aciion 
ii.i.i iica'i 1 of onr Lord, was vnovedxvith indignation, vvhicb 
ho oiitlavtmred to chsgu^^ under the torin of 
I 'nr .irr vn d.-'s picty and zeal; and, as it he only had bt^eu 
111 viii. I. UK 11 (inufii .’.iigry because Jeni'i had hialcd her on the sab- 
bath-day, hG answered and said unto the people. 

There are siv days on whith tbe common work 
of humiin life must be done , on some of these 
therefore, you may surely find time Uicome and 
be luuled, cfnd should not make those applica- 
tions on the sabbath-day, which >011 know is 
jij)piopruted to the sacred purposes of religious 
rest ami woiship. 
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■' f'lii') 'll i./infi'i /(» j.Mir Knu'tl vfirii^ht ] 
llll'i M'tl'in ol <'>, il r(U6ku<4'<'^< fif 

'0 urt 7 / '>< nns |)i' t'l.ddc to tint tilhrr, 
wliith I hr wuhK t., TO 3r«v1iXf; might hr,u ^ 
“ Sk.'u\ /(tl noil ij( hit !f lift '«o as til stand 

peifetUvtf Jill (Cuiiipiir }f(b \ii. 

-■> Gj ) For on the midcimg I h.iie 
'uni, uliich isniu.illy literal, the mir.i- 
• It U[)|ir:iis iiuioli fiioic inipoitant llun 
on till iithn. 

f / ru' 1‘1 (<! ike \uva(>ii.mi' ] It is plain 
tl. ti ihi IK writ' ',o\Kial rulei^ <•! tin- 'aine 
ti !■ (Crtii'p.ur Maik ( '21, \ct' 

'<•1 It, xcii IT} Vnd i)r. Li^litfoot 

‘K ! \ j' I III ; 1 !l 1\ I- >,Ii M ( ' <1 t!l it III (.'MTV 
> . iii.ir 'ln.u ' i . , II I Ci.i i 


were at least tm men who woie (ih)i!;''( d 
C()n-)t.mtl} to .ittnid m the piibln wur- 
shi|) 111 It l>t tlii'se, liirif nuc cillLd 
ivLr%, WHO pirsidcrl in -lircs'ting il/onm- 
ship, and jmlgcd of smli hull <li putis 
and iitigai ions a» might be dcln mined 
111 the syimitogiiej but not without .t le- 
serve of appeal to th(' several supenor 
courts. If ot these tiirec thru’ w.i-i any 
one who had a distinguished niitlHuiiy', 
and might bv wa\ ul eminence lie called 
thi ritlci «/ the i‘, flu fc '/r, it is sti.tm;r tliC 
.Irwish wutLis I nut to iiK'ntiou It wliuh, 
so fai .1'' I can I'colhct, the\ nr\ci d.i 
.<( W ijliius I II lilts test, iiivl 
S^nrii: Net jt ''Sj 



132 Bui Jcsm vindicate s Idm^elf by zchat tJmididfof their beasts. 


^?cT. Thai the Lord unmrred him w’itli a jtist se- 
^'’<1. vi.-ruy, and said, TImi hypocrite, who tlois _ 

tliy |)»TtCTidfd iscal for the honour of doth tioi each one of 
’)it iru; ii)si;luti'-ns a specious cloak for thv yo'‘ o»* the sabbath 
^ a-ainsr n.c«, art thou iu)t self-condemned ? 

Does not even/ cne ofyou^ even the f’harisees leadAimavay towa- 
aiid rnl<‘r>>of '.vniigo^ues amoiii* the rest,'’ with- termg> 
out any or blame, loose his ox orhi^ ass 

front, the and lead him au'aij to drink 

on the '^.ihhtfh-diUj^ as well as on any otlier: 
thoiiL'h ih.' work be more servile than what 1 
h.ive done, and (he occasion far less important^ 
i‘» A'r»w', if y<»u ha\<‘ such a regard to the thirst of i,, aikI ought not 
one of }oiir cattle, -a'as it not niuch more ap- tius woman, Ik-mi ’ .i 
oarently that this go()d rmnan, who ^ slum 

neliev'in^ daughter of Abraham, wfnm Sufan, hath ixurnd lo Vik'm' 
b\ tlie !)iv me pcrmcs'‘/on Atfi- bound ?n this cruel nghre n umts im 
in.uuior, /e, foi thtse ugh teen years together, lo •■'jJ 
should be Loo^cu jrom this bond even on tfu sab- 
batfi-dai), cspeeiidiy when it might be efFecicd 
wiiliont any labour, by no moie than a word 
and a touch f 

17 And xvhen he had said these things, alt his 17 And wiu n in' 
opposers xvc re ashamed, and perfectly confound- 
cd by the sirengtli of such obvious and conclu- a^hamui*^ .md 
‘‘ivc* reasoning: and all the multitude who were ainiui ppopk ioio.*- 
prescnt rejoieed in his triumph; for they were nifor ainiwigitnioiu* 
gix'aily delighted with all the wonderful and 
glorious things that were done by him, m which 
ilieie was so amiable a display of ins goodness 
as well as his power. 

IS Now on this occasion, fo^tlie farther encon- liieu'-aui lu 
ragement of his fiiends, and confusion of his 
enemies, onr Lord thought 'proper to intimate 
the ‘^reat increase of’ his kingdom, ttotwithsiand- 
ing the malignant opposition it should meet with, 
w iiii h he illu.stratcd by two par.ibles formerly 


’ L\ni llie VliarifcOf^s and ri’Ifis of 
nagoirms .iinonsr tlv' roit,] Had not 
this hi'iii g< ncM.illy tin the answer 
wot 1(1 n.it ha\e been siiflicient fir con 
\jctiijn ;u the present otreuinstance. 
f'erba 4 .is this rviicr im^ht th<tt veiv day 
have hccu pi rforiuiiig such an oilicefor 
one 1 1 hm fattlc with hi*, own hands. I 
s.*) , "yjiih hti (m >t fitmL ; for it was bv no 
mcarwi^bsi-ntial to hisbcinga ruirr of 'lie 
syiwij'-gui’ "that lu h ii.ld l)t* a jitrson of 
wuiilitioi tbgnit} m coirunon liic * though 


probably, in larne and fiph ndid ciios 
isiitb for Jiistaiu u ns ('apfrnnum a'.), 
Mich ptM‘'On8 mi!,ht gericniily be chosen 
— Critics ha\e c< ilectcd pas&Jgco from 
labbiiiieal w'liKrs, in wliieb llu\ allow it 
to he lawful trj feed oi water a benst on 
the sabbath day. .<cp laj’liti >;t flor. 
tlcbr. O’' this, text; wlioro hi [shewsthoy 
were expressly alio wed even tiuli aw water 
for ihcir be.ists, a much inoii* inboiJoii« 
wojk th.in lending them bi it. Sec al-'j 
WoUon's Mc-cell \ul II. p 4l — V' 



The parahks of ikc^p'ain of tiiusfard-s&ed ami of Ihe kavet?. 13$ 
Unb what is d'An-erei] Asi^wherc: amihesuid/rorhatisf/ic srcr/ 
"e^Lnta f ^ ' "'I!:.- 

I uMiinblc' It > It (0 ^ or ijovv IS It that I shall r^prtrsent the pro- ' ^ 

19 It IS like a gram pagtiiion of the gospel 111 the- World ? Jt 

’’uhitura'inln t^^o^ " ^ ‘ff^^stard-seed^ •u^ktch a man fork and] <4 

amV Aist into his lifsgardtu; t/w^nVom SO minute a seed 

garden, and -i grew, it grew to a prodigious bulk, Sind became sUi k 

and a pM ^ /yy^ y/yy, /y/y.y/y of tkC fliV CUmO Jlud 

ot iiie .III lodged in todgcd ill its branches'. So shall iny kingjoiri, 
thp branclie«. of It, which in its first beginning seems to be con- 
temptible, diffuse Itself in time over ibc whole 
world, and thernbahitnntH of distant nar oos shaU 
seek their shelter in it. (Compare Mat. m:i, il, 

32, and Mark iv. 30— 3_’, Vol. I. p. 370, 371.) 

CO And again be again kc said, 'I'd what else shall 1 liken 20 

'.JldliiikuitheTing^ ^he kingdom of God, of which I have now been 
tbin 111 i,;(jd > speaking ? or how siiall I describe tlu' effieaey of 
It IS iiko icaM‘n, It., doctnne ? It is like a little nuaiitiu of.’i 

.uidi.idiii tiiuciiic.i- l^(f''^en, which a woman took and covered up in <i 

mass of dough, consisting of no less than fhrer 

W.IS i.-.ucnu’d. measures of meal ^ and yet it insinuated a. id 
diffused itself throughout till the whek lump 
was leavened. So shall the gospel make its wav, 
and, by a secret influence, shall spread its effi- 
cacy through the hearts of men, nil it has chang- 
ed them into a likeness to itself. (Compare 
Mat. xiii. 33, Vol. I p. 371.) 

2C And ho went y/«d'tbus 4e wciit ihrounh all the principal -2 ■/: 
tiir.nph tiK ‘'itios nV/e.y and villages of Galilee, leaehinp, them 
"ilg be cam.’, uid timellm/f on lou'uid 

towaidb Jerus.'iitni. Jerusalem ; to which he had now l)egun to steer 
his course, as he intended to he theie at the ap- 
. proachiiig fea.st of the dedication, (John x". 22, 
sect, cx.xxiv) and to spend the little reniamdcv 
of his time during his continnance upon earth in 
that city, or the. neighbouring parts ; no more 
returning to these northern regions till he ap- 
peared here after his resurrection, 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Aoain do we see, in a very instructive instance, the poweiMiry 1; 
tind goodness of Christ. It wrought on a poor de‘>pised crc.i- 
ture, but owr Zerd considered her a daughter of Jbraham,^^^ 
and honoured, even in her, whatever traces of her lather Jbra~ 
hfmi'ti faith and piety his penetrating eye might discern. He' 



134 ' Heflections on the cure of the crooked wennan. 

'Aect. ze.il and willingness to aibniJ on public worship brought her out, 
'Civii. thoiioli she Could n<>t stand upright, and had probably iq that re- 
spert a much better i*xcu'‘C for staying at home than man} could 
make who now often absent iheinsdves from tlic much nobler 
services of the Chustian sanctuary, 

|0, 13 She iqct wiili Christ in the sj/nagogrue, and returned with a 
curr. And oh, ‘how many, as the effect of such a ]nous zeal, 
thou^jh they have not been loosed from their infirmities, have at 
least been greatly strengthened to bear them, 

10 Our Zo/'i/sa\s, that Satan had bound her. That malignant 
encni} to our bodies and souls rejoices in any opportunity of 
burtiiig thither. fJut it is pleasing to think, that his [lovver is al- 
wa\'. under the conj.roul of Christ ; and therefore shall never be 
pxeirised on his people an} farther than their gracious Redeemer 
secs It eoiisistent with their good, and will tahe eare to lender it 
siihservient to it. 

1 4 llo\v gravely does this ruter of tiic’ synagogue instniet t!ie peo- 
ple III a point ofceieinony, while lii** hctUL was full of eniuiiy lo 
Chrid. and hai derail against every sentiment of huinan eom[)as- 
sioii! Justl\ was his hypocrisy confounded and exposed. 

We should with pleasure see tliis Sun of Righteousness thus 
victoriously hreaking through those clouds which eiiv\ and ma- 
lice had raised t() obscure him, and diffusing his sa<*reil iigi>t 
from one end of the heavens to the other Withplca'^ure sliould 
18, 121 we view the accomplishment of these parables vvliieh represent 
the success of his goi^pel as so great ; and we should daily pray, 
with increasing earnestness, that all thp remaining nations and 
kingdoms of th{f> world may at length become the / ingdoms oj the 
Lord and of his Chn'd. , and sincere conveits flock to him from 
every side, even as doies to their windows f (llev. \i 1 and 
Isa. ix. 8.) 


SECT. CXVIIT. 

Christ warns his hearers, of the difficulty and nnportaniK of ni 
tering into the kingdom of heaven; and is not intimidated by 
the jear of Hood from pursuing his work. I.ukc XIII. 2i. 
fo the end. 


I.tJKE XIII. 23. 

as Jesus was proceeding in l^is journey 
tow'aids Jerusalem, where he designed to 
be present at the feast of the dedication,’ being 


n.Kfc xm ' 2 ). 

'YHEN Bald one iin 


* Where he designed to be present it pabSagOt in a different ordi r, and intro 
the fea>t of thededioation.] Mr. Wbis- dure them after this feast but it does 

ton and ^omc others place the following not appear that Chi lat was ever in Galilee 



til hull, 1.01(1 are 
th^re f/'w tfJii he 
vaxtiiP \nd he said 
’into theiii, 


24. Strive to enter 
111 at tnc stiait '^Aic : 
tor iiidii\ , I sav II nil I 

\ OU U ! I SI k o cii- 

t('r in, and shall not 
he able. 


Heaven should be sought tvifh great and earbj care. 

aticiultid by sotcral of his disciples, iii a pretty 
large compass which he took by the vva\ , out ol 
them said to him. Lord, ai'ethtre [but] few that 
shall be sazid? Surely, if thy kingdom be so 
extensive as these parables intimate, (see ver. 
19, *21.) the number must be very considerable. 

But he said io them. Instead of amusing > our- 
sehe^ witli such curious inquiries with ivlatiou 
to otheis, attend to what more nearly concems 
you, and be "olicitous to sei-ure your own safe- 
ty ; And let me urge it upon you, iliat y(*a: 
exert youv utmost strength to enftr in at the 
strait ga/Cy'^ which ! formeily mentiom d .is le.id 
ing to eternal Inc, (Mat vn. 14 , \ ol. I LMfi). 
and strain, as it were, ever} iKr\e to h teak 
your way through those enemies wlio ate a'w::y.s 
leady to oppose your passage : /er I ser ntisly 
tell you, ihe time iscoihmg, wuen many un/f tin- 
portunately seek to enter in, and shall not in 
able to do it 

And, howsoever they may now despise and : 
trllle with the means of grace, this wi!) lit M'.d- 
tcr be tlie ease, e\cn with the most sinpid and 
negligent of mankind, as soon us ever the gieat 
Lord and Master of the Junuly ^hall, as it w'erc, 
have risen up from his seat, ana uitli his (;\\ii 
authoritative hand shall have shut ban -d 
the door and yon, among the rest, shall be^ in 
to stand without, and to kiunk at the donry ray- 
ing, with great eurnesiinss, /jord, /.urd, wo 
bcseeeii thee, open io tu ; but }c>n will cry in 
vain, and he who now so graciously invites and 


e.) \\ hr I MU't' Ihr 
r (il lie house 
IS u( .111(1 liatli 

'■hut to tliL duui id 
SI* lice III Ui staud 
with. Mil. and to 
kilo k .U tli( door, 
.'asiiij;, Luui, laird, 
ipeij unto us , anil 


lioforchjs rcsuiicotioii.afterthisjouniey 
JIl wan indeed »l I’.phrnun, oi iiphii'iii. 
( loliri xt. A'f. sii't: (.xlij) bin, .'tb that 
tit\ lav on the con' iivs of the iril»(' of 
!!( ii'aiiim, at no ^real d'stanre fioin Je- 
lu.alcin, (f.j'.ibtfoot’i nii»(|iii‘'il Choioar. 
111 Joan. (’ii|i Ml ^ I ) the argniiient 
wliirli Ml VI hist on drai^^ fioiii thence 
in fd\()iir of Ills o' dvr mubt b« vciy in- 
conclubu e. See \\ histon’'* 1 lafinoi^y, p. 
'^8.1 and ~t03. 

•* 'leit yvuT utmost sfren^th to enter in 
at (h< stunt gula.l The oiiginal word 
ayaiji^rr-^f fully CXprCbSes this Jt IDl- 
poit the .ict of roiitembnf' in the most 
ardent . 111(1 r(‘!^>lii(einannei wilhaiaationufs 
in garnet, or in wair , and may w(‘ll inti- 
ipatc, that the slrmt i;ate ih betet with a 
variety of enmtes, through which, if we 


aspire to a crown ofet'inal i^l 'iv, wi 
mest bleak and ft na mt' i ny a i>'\ icsrn- 
tatiuii equally jusi j.kI aH'akemn!,' ('oiii- 
parc 1 Cor l*. So , Col. i. *2*1 , 1 I ini \i 
1*2, and 2 I’nn. iv, 7. 

‘ IJan/ w'f seek to eafei in 1 Thr 
PrubSian \(*iMou icndir it, »/<«// fn/, or 
attempt hot 1 appr(*liciid lio'o the « on- 
text, that It Tt'lers to iiiqiniiniiaU' cn- 
treat cs when Uii;> wmc .u ioa'K cx( Ind- 
vd, rather than to lecliJe .Uirnpt'i n'ov, 
though It lb an awful tt..th iliat thebe 
likaWi'^ will he un'iu i.cb'^rul. 

d ilte mastn of the fnmdij &.(' ] 'I heir. 
IS a majesty and p.itho*. in this ()as<:,ij:t', 
as in many otlnrs, who-h no iMiapin is** 
(an ntain, in which llie viry words o* 
our Loid do nut make a pait 
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Mam) at last shall ciyht vain td hc mbnifted. 


SECT, waits upon you, fihall then reply to yoti^ I knorv he shall answer and 
ixviii. ynu iu,i, who you arc, or from whence y«u are 

come ; but determine to treat yon as strangers, an-. 

"honj I have no IritMuLship or regard, and 
uho have never been approved by me. 

2('; iJ'ome of may perhaps then plead an inti- Cfi Thcri ‘'hall ye 

mate acquaintance and professed friendship, and hegln lo sa\', We 

urge the privileges that you oiiec enjoyed, and 
the conspicuon.s figmcyou made in Ins church; tin.i h.ist tdi.giu m 
but if any of yon can carry it so far as that .'U 
you shall begin to ijy, Lord we have eaten 'and 
dnvik in thy presence in a familiar manner,*^ 
ami I him hast tin self lived among ns, and often 
taught in our streets and houses, -tio that thou 
27canst not sure have forgot us: Nevertheless^ ^ H*it^ii> hall 
he Will persist in disovvning >ou, and say^ I tell 
you again, J know you liof^ and whats'oever you uiitncc you 
jnetcrid to, I leg.inl wot whence you art; all the »>•’ -H 

former relation to v.hteh you refer is, (as it were) 
blotted from remcnihrancc, since yourhearts 
were still insincere, arKl yoiir lives un‘‘Uitable if) 
vour fair professions; and therefoic depufl 
)h)m7ne, all ye that b.ihiriially practise iniymfy\ 
for noni' of 30111 character shall ever be admit'- 
ted here (Compare IVIat. vii. 1^2, 23. Vol. 1. 
p. 219, 2.)0.) 


28 This awful word, how little soever you may 
now regard it, shall wound you to the heart, 
and throw you into aoomes of evcilasting^des- 
pair : and there shall be the bitterest weeping 
and gnashing of the teeth for madness and rage, 

I when you ^hall see y our holy ancestors, ytbraham , 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and alt the prophets of llio 
snceccdingages,i?i actual possession of ilu king- 
dom of God i and shall fintl your^eh ts cast out 
with contempt, and thrust back with just indig- 

29 nation Vea, they shall coins iVoiii the most dis- 
tant lieathen land^, even from the east and (t c 
west, and from the north and the sou^k, and skull 


iu‘t-|iitiv and LiM h 
iinjofti Ih, ^ihniM 
^li.ill 'll. ihuhniri, 
'iml T-a If, .iPiiJ .1 1 
and all til 

111 thi: kingil'iin of 
Coil. .iii(! yon win 
icL till 111.1 o'lt 


Ai.fl li.ill 

ronu' 1 1 (.111 the i-iist, 
.'iiiil jion Ilu* wcj^i 
and f 1 0111 tin* iioe»>, 
and fni'n the so nth, 


® ffe have taUn an‘t dr ml m iky pie- 
.'fjftf.] rerteips .’some of ^he nine thou- 
.-•and whom fw had fi d by uiuattln may 
at last he in this ini^eiahle nuRihvr. 
(Comparf dolm Micmiii's refers 

It to »hcir haMnf 1 .iton the sui hires pie- 
scnltd to f'od arcoidmi; to the AIo-.ii.* 
'‘on''fitiition — BiitdifTriLrjt p' lsoiis uiav 


use this plea indifTeientfrnses, and tlu'v 
•who, wlulf ilieir heart- were hardrnrd m 
iin]ieiiitenoe and iipbclief, hftie pi d,m.,d 
the Lord's Mipper by an umutriln par 
tjcjpation oK It, will find a sad sen-.f ;«* 
collar to themselves, Ihou.'h it might no* 
Lc eliieriy intended 



Some think to terrify kirn with a threatening from Herod ; 137 

jmi shall sit down m sit tlffitm in joyful mnltkiidcs, to partake of the i'Ef i 
th*; kingdom of (.od, jj^javeuly batiqnet WUbyour pious ancestor^ //icxvni. 

the kingdom of Gorf, whil^ you are utterly cx- 
eluded frofu it. (Compare Mat. viii. U, l‘i,xiii.'j? 
and note, fVol 1. p. 30.9.) 

30 And, bfhoW behold, tliis .shdll be the case, not onlv 

.sImU bf OTd of * bnt of great numbers ; for there are 
iimcorc fust ninth ma*ny who are now' la^ in point of religious ad- 
•mII b*‘ last vantages, that .9^tf^/then be first in honour and 

bappfttoss; and Mm* many who now appear 
first, that shall theft be found last , and, on ac- 
count of tlkjH* abused privileges, 'shall appear as 
the most infamous and fniscrable of mankind. 
(Compare Mat. six. 30, and Mark x. 31, sei:t. 
cxxxvii.) 

la The saiiiL' day Tlicse things 6tir Lord .said in his journey 31 
hei’hal'is r^sayl ihvough Oaltlec towards Jerusalem ; making 
unto hiui, <.“ot many pauses in his way, that, in consequence of 
> out, .uui (j iuit. the shortness of his stages, he might have an 
iJ kill t-v ' " ofiportunity. of gteater usefulness. And it came 
to pass on that day, when he uttered these dis- 
courses, some of the Pharisees came, and that 
they might, if possible, intimidate and drive 
him to a distano<% they said to him, Go forth, 
and depart from hence, witii all possible speed, 
into the territories of some other prince, jor 
Herod the tctra'rch, in whose dominions thou 
art, is at rhis 'vei^ time determined to kill thce,^ 
as he did John t^ie Baptist, thy friend and asso- 
ciate, and seeks but an oppoitimity to effect it. 

31 And ).• i,ai(l Jesus was SO far from being at all alarm- 3ii 

mi' udTthat intimation, 4:hat he said to them with 

ii..i.Uc.istoutdcviU, great steadiness. Go, and tell that fox, that 
.Tiid I du cuii-. tu crafty, wicked, and voracious prince, Behold, I 
*'!d th< * unrd^i.'iri out demons, and perform cures in thy do- 
laii 1)0 perfooted mimoiis to-diiy ^nd to-ynorrm, and carry on my 
work a little while longer, and the thiid day 1 


r lit ml IS determned to hdl thee ; ^iXti 
ac ajroxliiv'fi ] For ♦lie force of Una 
pliiajc ruimparc note'^ nnJoha\ii. H, 
•'cct yoix. and notc<^ on John i. 43, Vol. 1. 
1 1 I U — It is \cry probable, duii^idcr- 
iiig bu^h Ibe nieki^ character and sii^- 
picio.is UMiipcr of Herod* that, though 
he h.i.l .1 ciiiioiity to see Christ, (com- 
pile 1 like IX. 9 XMU 8 ) he was uneasy 
.".t bis spending so much time in Cdlilce, 
]('-t lie should occasiionhim bomeenibar- 
i Ls.mcnl cither with regard to the .lews 
01 the Itooianfc, yet tearing, after all the 


anxiety which the murder of .hilin the Bap- 
tist had given him. to make run iitu mpt 
on his life, he ought think lit lliiis to 
endeavoui to terrify him « itli an empty 
tbieaieniDg. In tins view there would 
be a peculiar propriety iii c.illing him 
fov, rather than lion, wolt, or hear , to 
which saVage beasts tbe piophets bad 
sometimes, w>th a pljinncsa becornni^" 
their character, oompaicd wi' ked piiii- 
ces. Compare Zephaniah in .3 j l./tkn • 
Jixii. 27; and I’lov. XVII. 12. 
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CXVIII. 

I.uk 

Xlll ; 


Bill he is not afraid qf his desipi against his life. 

shall be perfected ; » for the appointed time vrill 
(piickly come when J shall finish my coursi?, 
arid have done all that I intend here. In the Ne'erthdtss i 
imcan whde he may well allow me a license to 
stay in his terntones so lonjr, at least on such day fuiio»!ng: foi n 
kind and ffiacious designs: or howsoever he casmotbethatapro- 
in,iy be uiiwillin.. to allow it, ytt, neverlheUss 
J muH go on in this leisurely proirress (as I just 
now said,) to-day, and to-mm'i'ow, and the third 
day, till til ' determined season comes in which 
jiiy minisMv shall be fulfilled ; nor do 1 fear the 
cIRm ts ol Herod’s malice ; for it cannot be sup- 
pi/H’d that a prophet should perish, or be put to 
death, any ^\'\wrQ out of Jei'usalem that un- 

happy city, the seat of the supreme court, chal- 
lengin<r, as it were, to itself ^e sad prerogative 
of b. ing the slaughter-bou.sc of the messengers 
of Gotk 

And Mfion this, turning, in thought at least, .iHUmi'difin,.!.- 
towards Jerusalem, though it lay at the flis- ‘f* ^I'l- 

, - ^ y . f'st, tilt' f’ts auiJ 

lance or so many miles, he took up a most ^ton»>-ti'iM'i 

atfcciionate lamentation <»vfr it, and said, 0 Je- bent -nui ut 

rusalem, Jerusalem, thou guilty and miserable 

city ! 'who, tliougii thou Irast been distinguished log/Ihor,*.^ !i holl 

by divine favours beyond any place on earth, ihikuntheih r in (tod 

yet, with the Utmost ingratitude and cruelty, Awwin^'j, and 

siuytwt the prophets, and storiest, as the vile-it 

malefactors, those :vho are sent unto thee as the 

ambassadors of God ! ILm ojten u'ould J hate 

gathered thif children togefhh' unto myself, 

with all the tenderness of parental love, and 

have sheltered, comforted, and cherished them, 

even as a hen [gathers] her little brood of 

chickens under her wings? yet you were still 

regardless of the offers of my grace, ami 

would not be persuaded to hearken to niy call, 


S .inti the third thy T shall he rerfectei] 
lUany mipposc, an>l 1 think very reason- 
abU, that (uir I rnd ia not to be uiider- 
stoiid .In spi'.ikiDg eitactlji ot three daysy 
but Ilf a latte petiad oftinie : sre Uos. vi 
'J; and compdjle the origiral of Hen 
x«i , 'E’Jtod, IV. 10, Deut, six. 4; 
Josh. III. 4 , 1 Sam xix. 7 ; and I Throiu 
xi i ■ in all whii’h plafp«, yeftenh'i and 
the fhttddaif .signifies Iti/ely, or a IflUe tthde 
tins inti'i pi elation th<* word 
T Xfi be fed-'d, in.i\ refer 

tp till iNt s finishing the woik of ledcmp- 
tioO; and bring by deal hconsci' rated to liis 


office as the irpeat High-Vnrst and lap- 
tain of our Salr.itum , as the nord is iiaod 
Heb, 11 . 10; v fi, «, 10. mi '27, '28 
It cnnmt be snpjHiicd that a prnp/ut, 
A'c ] John the Baptist htid lately pi i i'<hN 
pd III Ualilec; so that the eviircssioii px 
can import no more than thih 
veidonexprpsscB, which I'lsixci haNNhewn 
to bo its pirop«r *^rB««e ; (Llsner dhserv, 
Vol. f. p. 242.) — Driisiiis, Urotiii'>, 
Knalchbull, and many oilier onnneiit 
crilios refer thi- to the right which tlie 
sanhedrim alone had to punish a perNoo 
as d false prophet. 



€h¥i$t laments over Jerusalem, 


IJt) 


Behold your and to accept my favour. And novy alas, he^ st.ct. 

dread; and remark the predic- t xvin. 

(Ji’aolate anavuiily . , i t i-. ' i 

I siv unto > 011 , Ye non and cvciu, wettr house ts lejtmto^m aeso- 
‘.JmI! uoi !)C4‘ rric un- late : and the nour is ju5t at hand, when your\ij[l. 3 j. 

wliom I would have gathered to my- 
riissed is ht that self, stall pen&h, and yohr temple shall be ut- 
f Gineth ill the n^me torly destroyed : and^ in the mean time, lassur- 
ot the Lord. untoyoUf That 1 will quickly cease my 

labours among you, and retire in such righteous 
displeasure, that you shall see me no more^ till 
the time come ■w/terty taught by your calamities, 
you shall be ready and disposed to say. Blessed 
[be]' he that comeih in the name of the Lordy^ 
and shall in vain wish for the succour of film 
whom you now despise. (Compare Mat. xxiii, 

37 — 39, sect, clviii.) - 

1MPR0VKMI•'^T. 

AM) who would not welcome such a Saviour y when lie appears Vtr. 
on so kind a design' who would not bless him that cometh %n the 
name of the Lardy to gathf^ our souls with the tenclerest care, 
and to shelter us from wrath and ruin! that Saviour whose bowels'^A 
jcat tied oxer nsy and whose heart poured forth its blood for 
iis!*'roo many reject hiuiy and wdl not hearken to the kindest 
calls of his compassionate voice. Unhappy creatures I the time 
wdl cotne when they too late will be convinced of their fatal 
erroi. 

Let each of us be solicitous for himself. Away with those 23 
xiiin curiosities which serve only to amuse and distract our 
thoughts. Let us call, and fix them down to the great concerns 
of our ov\n salvation: and, if we would secure it, let us prepare 24 
to encounter difficulties, and strive, as for our lives, to break 
ilirounh all the opposition of our enemies, and resolutely to en~ 
ter vi at the strait gate. How many have sought it when the 
d(wr has been barred^ and how soon may the great Master of^l^ 


* Yru ihiilhee me m nutre^ htl — you shall 
''T/, lilt Mt-rf he he that comeih in the name of 
the loTd.\ SoiiKi buppoaing these words 
rcfi^rto the rungratulalions which thnst 
rrt ci\('d on his eutraiW:c into Jerusalem, 
(Mat \vi 9 j Mark xi. JO- Luke xix. 38 , 
and John ui. 13; sect. cxUi.t urge them 
.!« a reason for placing seotioii after 
the i\th and xth cbwtcrs of .Tohn, oi 
Ijft'vcfij the feast of the dedication and 
his Iasi passo^ er. But as oiir I.ord re- 
peats tlitbc woids ag.aiii, after his tri- 
i)iii])hant entry, (Mat, xxiii, 39 , sect 


oWiii.) they must be r.ipajhlc of .mother 
interpretation, and therefore can alford 
no suih argument; iiui is tlicie any in- 
timalion of his return ii. to O'alilee be- 
tween these two feasts —It dots iH't im- 
ply they should ever see Je.siis at all; 
but only that they should eainestty msli 
for the Messiah, and, in the extremity of 
their distrcjis, be reaily to t ntertain any 
one who might ofler hnn'-elt under that 
chaiactcr. Compare Luke x\ii ‘Yl, - 
6cet cxYvni. 
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iffeCF. 

’cxvin. 

Versf' 



31,:;, 5 


llcjlcctiom on the necessity of striving for heaven. 

the Iwus'e arise anil shut U lor ever against tlwisu wlio arc yet 
iritling! ' 

Let not hypocrites tiust in vain words. The xvnrkers of ini- 
(juity ^liall lie disowned by Christ at la>t, though they may have 
eaten and drank in his presence. But oh, wUo can express the 
diiappointmcnt, the rage, and despair,^ of those Who fall fnmi 
such towering hopcSf and jdunge, as from the very gates of hea- 
ven, into ih(‘ low(j.st abyss of dark^es^ and horror! 'riieir hearts 
will endeavour to harden themselves in vain; their dolclnl-cnes 
shall he clMinguished in that region of miiversal horror! hut 
they .shall not jjenetratc the region^ ol the blessed, nor interrupt 
the delight uith which even the dearest ol their pious rclatiit\^ 
shall sit down in the kingdom of God. • 

If we throng'i grace have more, substantial liope^, let us inn- 
taie the w'al and courage ot ottf' Divine Leader; and, whaiever 
thri otenings w dangersm^y u's,lct us gooiwAiy utter day, 

till our wuik he dmic, and our souls at length perfected inglon/. 
But let ns Ccirefnlly distiiiguisli between those things in wiiuh 
our Loid meant himself as our Puttern., and tluse whu li weie 
peculiar to his ofticc a'> a Prophet sent from God. That exu.i- 
or iiiiur) ofliec justified him in using that if t-’tv By of langnii^Cj 
wiK'ii speaking wicked princes ami ctrrrupt teachers, lo wlneh 
wi have no call ; and hy which we should only bring seaiulal on 
.rehgum, and rum on ourselves, while we irritated, rather than 
convinctjd or reformed, those whom we undertook so intleceriily 
loj-ebuke. 


SLCT. CXIX. 

Oar ].ord being invited to dine with a Rbarucc, cures a man 
who had a dropsy, cautions them against an a fectati m of prece- 
dence, and urges them to works <f charily. Luke XIV. I— 14. 

LUKK XIV. L irKEXIV J. 

,^KD it same to pass that, Just as our Lord was D a o.iirjo u» 
limshing his journey thioughlli rod’s doini- a*- ''‘ "t 

iiions, he went into the house of one oj the t-’AiVA 
Phartsees,'^ who -was a magistrate oF great dis- 

> 4s he ■.•.cut mb th* Uvff qf me qf Uie chide tbatjuuniey refcis, lamoblued (by 
i ihi I ,'es.\ A«a)l that follows from tlio rul' I lay down U> of vever 

th( Isc'gim.iutj: of this' xiv'th chapter to changiim the older without (ipi>aiont ica- 
rjiap Ksii li>, is placed by JLitfce b(. fore sou,) to fakcaHthescdiscour'-Ci and stores 
^be ' uiunt oi his JoiiK cy thiovgh .''a- ji st ns 1 tiod them; thougli I cjiinot pie- 
ttar. .'!.rei‘Usalom , and as I $nd noothec tend positively tosay that l.nkc, hUo, ou 
cxcntia any of the cMinselists before “doubi, has somctiiiaeii changed llic onln 
the fethst id dedication to which 1 cou< in his narraUun, has exactly ubsirM’d 



Christ cures ti man that had the dropsy. 

to cat lircjti on tiflrCtioit,*’ by vvhom bev^as invited to eat bread ^ 
liu .-dav that &abhutk-duy ; 

wid matiy ot the Pharisees ivere present there ; 
and, as their usual custom was, they nar- 
.. rowly xi'afchm^ him^ to make the most invidi- 

oaa observati(xis on his conduct. - 
2 Attrf, And^ behdd there 'seas a eeriain mm before'^ 

mT r"orV ‘’him, him, that had a dropsy, wlw, having heanrtiiat 
iWiKii hail ihi! dn.p- Je‘Jiis was to dinc there, had conveyed himself 
'i' thitlKT, in hnjie of a cure.® 

> \nd JcMs an- And Jesus, ansu'f ring to the secret reason-- 
■^iiiiif<, s)>akc mito which bc discemcd in their minds on this 
I iM I \aKim Fs u occasion, said to the dKtars of the lau' and other 
Jawi.ii to iio.ii U 13 the Phurisccs who wen* then prestun, What do you 
it.!.a‘h-d.iy 5 now of this cast* ? Is it lauful loheal^ 

distempered person an the sabbath-day or can 
there he any thing in so benevolent an action 
inconsistent with the sacred rest whicli is rc- 
(jiiirerl on that day r 

H Anil tiic\ hi’d //ley ojei'e aZ/cu/; as not being ahlc, with ^ 

lijfii iiKii-i - - to (lens the legality of the action, niul 

yet unsvilling to say any thing which might sccni 
to authorise or counteuairce those cuies which 
Christ performed on the sabhath-day as will 
at ofirer times, and which, m the general, they 
had been known to censure. 

- Snii he him, W bon Jcsus therefore found that they would 
I'l'ulim -ij mdkc him no reply, heoxti;:ndcd his compassion 

to the poor man; and, fafcing him [by the 
futnd^^\ -w miracMloiisly healed him before them 
dll, and dismissed him perfectly well, leslorect 


it 111 ir It js how<*ior possible, th.il all 
rt'i’oiili'd ill thesr (lujiteis niiglit pass 
wiUim ihi’ poiiip IS-' of a ftw days, and so 
would III coiisihU'iit ivith iittnpietirig 
I- hap. Ill S‘ 2 , 'IS, in .1 uiuro literal man- 
in'i than IS absuliiUdy iiei'essary 

'• A jiia;iistrdlij of preat distiucuon ] If 
(as Dr U iiithy supposes) the peisga who 
ji.ii i- till' i!i\ itnlion was nidt’i'd one of thi 
ifianil saiihfdrin), he niij^ht iietcrthele^s 
liaiua country seat m friiitlcc; as the 
hi‘jli r courts never failef^iloniii!; siiine 
ic>ess to their mcmliers So tii.'it Oro- 
tiiis' ai/^ iiiient fur tratpiposiiij' this sto- 
ly till (liii-l’s arrival iit Jmisulem 

sci’riis iri.i)iiciiibiir 

■' Had cmtieycil liiru»elf thilbi'r,. 3:c,| 


I cannot think (n««.omi* suppose) tint hr 
was one ot the fauiily ■ because it l^ s.'iid 
that Christ disnii^M'il, or let luiii iiri. 
wlicii he was cured : vrr. it, 

<1 Taking hm btj Ihe hand ] I know -oiii*- 
have imagined that ChnH led Inm to 
avoid osUntation but the winds do nor 
express lhi;i, 'tnd, as our boid ''peaks of 
the oiirc botii irnnit d’atrly bifmo and al- 
ter It there can be no room to j!n.,ainc 
he intended to ronrcal it l’iob.ii'l\ tl-o 
circiiinstaiii'c O' hfkms hm >iy Ihe hand i-i 
mentioned as an ■nstinoo of his coniles- 
ccnsioii; and shew'., thai thoie wia no- 
thing in the iiiMoner id In* cine which 
Could be object'd to ns a «crvi|e r jrl 


u\ 

SKCT. 

CMX, 

Take 
XIV. 1 



5 And nnswcrcil 
thi’iJi, fiayiiiij, Whicli 
ot you ■'hall ha\t‘ an 
asa or an ox falion 
into a pit, and 'vjI' 
not straightway pull 
him out on the bab- 
bath day > 


1412 The pardbk qf 'ikm that chose the highest seat. 

at once to liis full strength, and reduced in a ' 
moment to his proper shape and bulk/ 

/Ind^ more fully to convince th^m how justi- 
XIV. 5 fiabic such an action was, even upon their own 
principles, as be saw they were secretly cavilling 
at it, he said in ans-xer io them., Which 
if he have but afi ass or an o.r, that .shall l&ppeii 
to fall into a pit., will not immediately draw him 
out without any scruple, even on ike sabhath- 
daij^ though that is a much more laborious ac- 
tion, and the life of one of those animals is so 
much less important than the health of a man ? 

And can you then, without the greatest injus- 
tice', condemn me for what ] have now done ? 
a Jiid i\iQy were all so confounded at the force 
i;and evidence of what he said, that they were 
not able io answer him again to these thinirs, 
though they had not the candour to acknow- 
ledge themselves convinced by them. 

' 7 And he spake what may in one sense of the 
word he called a parahli., that is, a grave, con- 
cise, and memorahle septence (see note*’, Vol. I. 
p. 'i55,) to those who were invited to dinner, 
when he observed how they chose and cont(*ndcd 
for the chuf seats at the table ; and, to re|>1’ove 
them for their pride, and recommend humility, 

9 he said nnto them, There is one thing 1 would 
on this QC(‘.asion address to every one in the 
company, namely, II hen thou art invited by any 
friend to a weddin^feast, or any other great 
enteitainment, remember the hint which Solo- 
mon ha^ given, (Prev. xxv. 6, 7,) and do nut sit 
down in the uppermost place, lest another of 
more honourable mnk in life than tnee should 
f)happ(;n to be invited by him ,• ^ind he that in- 
vited you both should come and say to thee, Thou 


(> Aiiil ihtv I'ouli! 
not aiisnorhim again 
to tbcbc Lhing:> 


7 And } i )nit 1' rtli 
a pinblf u» 

Whull W' M bi.biciu 

'vh('ii In 111 Ilk li !mi\v 

I'buif oui Inc 

Clliof liininSj 

unto llu;ui, 


S Whnn Iboii .m 
bidden of .my tiiaii 
to .1 ncddinir, sit n'li 
down in llic bigln st 
ruum li'st mure 
liifiiomuble iii.ni tliun 
thou be biddcii ul 
111 ill; 


9 And he that bncl 
tliL'ii and him, cuiin- 
and ba^ to tlicc,(Jivi 


" I'vcdiu’t'dtobis proper bhapt> and bulk.) 
IF aiij abk huw thib i imld bo, I aribvii r, He 
•11 1 ' atoiifii could cui'i the dropsy \iith a 
oiu li, c iidd, if he pltaso, amululate the 
‘V’tbs of ftjtir that wiibod it, and it is 
rMbonalile to btlic\e the emo was 
wrought lu such a manner,, as would 
ma^tc till iiality .md pirf^ton of it 
mincdiatolv apparent. 

If he hnie but n/i an oi tin ox, «S*< 1 
Our liOi.l bad used the 'ainc rfasonipgbc- 
Ime, aiii'o.i( in the ‘•aine Mords whcnvin- 


du’atmg the cure of tho man whose hand 
was withciod (Mat mi II, \ol. I p 
and at anotlier time had ur'jod an 
arguini'nt in effect the i^mo with n-caid 
to the cure of tho Crooked ivnmm. 
(lAikoMii. 15, § cxvi’. Wiich mav bcne, 
among a \ ariety of other inst.mci s, to 
viudicaie several repeutiou' whuh inusi 
be Mippo^cd, if we dcbiie to as-tit tlic 
exact and circumstantial truth i.t ih.- 
sacicd bistoriaijs — .Vrc Wotloii’;* Mi-u 1. 
Vol II p. 27. 



The poor shoutijather be invited tKdh the rick 14 ,“? 

Dlls man place ; and must^zW place to this pcrson; and thou shouldst ncr. 

IhAin,- t? tike "the ® second disgrace 'Of this na- 

lowest room. ture, bepun with shame to take the very lowest 
place, as conscious how much thou hast exposed 
thyself by so hangfity and foolish a behaviour. 

10 jjui when tiiou But r0.thcr, on the contrary, when thou art thus lo 

go and sit damn at first in the lou-est 
t^t x.oiii , that when ^hoii canst find;s that whe)} he that invited 
lit- tint lade tiiee thcc cnmcs into the rootn, ,he may say to thee, 

u.m.'.tae.'VS'si fo «f }iigkc> -. Mar shall thy mo- 

uphi-hei: ii.cnshait «t!sty DC Tollowcd With a distiiiguishinir rogarci, 
thou iijie woi ship 111 and . 9 /n 2 /^ thus hate honour in the si^hf 

[i! 7 ''.?‘!‘ilnr!t«Mh and <7/ all them 

ij,i.< ' ‘ that sit at table with thee, as having assumed no- 

‘ thing to thys<*lf, but rather been contented to 

11 1(11 wjiosocicr stoop to tbinc inferiors. For this may be laid 1 1 

V'm?’* 1 down as a certain maxim in life, and liaptiv is 

ii.'' ThAt‘'^tun,'.k"h attends to it, Etcry one who ex- 

hi>MM It', shall he cv- alts himself beymnd bis proper rank and circnm- 

stances, shall be proportionably hiimhled and 
mortified ; but he that willingly hu)nbks himself, 
shall be exalted and honoured, as well as belov- 
ed, botli by God and man. (Compare Mat. 
xxni. 13 , and Luke xviii. 14 .) 

aK‘‘i„Tn,uii’at‘i)idc invited hiniy If 12 

1.M11 \\'iio,.‘ (lion desire to improve what you have to the 

mak(M a dmner or a best advantage, Spend It in charity, rather than 
iiTIlIk uur magnificence and luxury; and when ihoit. 

ihiCo ncithe? ihy nuikest a dinner or a supper, invite not so mueli 
i.iiiMncii.iiot%iuh thij rich Jnends, or thiy brethren, or thy kin- 

ocmiiiii.iir. ic.t Qf. neighbours , 'lest they slioiild also in- 
iln'i .iNo hul thee a .. * i i , , 

t-Ain, and a i.’mhh- again, and thus a recompense be made 

pciix he made ihec thce, and all thou hast in return be to rt'ceive 
one baiKjuet for another; which would mtro- 
duco an habit of high living, at a great ex jtence 
both of money and time, and would octaMon 


inako 


' Uiit isiipii thou the diM)ider of your respective families. But 
I Lst a (.ait, CM,11 wouldst make an entertain- 


1: 


f Hit t/enn at (U .t m Uw Urxfs' ] 
t' !•> most probable thai > lirist hiuififdt, 
a^ ilksiiious a person as he was, had ac- 
''-idiiisil V d(pie thus, and jafdo-a// among' 
tin (p the Uneea place at tlie table. 

*■ f/ii' tt‘ no: bo much ridijumJ ^, — 
!T n,'t^k!>,oi V j ProhabXt fas Mr Reading 
well (oniortiires) he observed in the 
Phaiise^s a humour of making magnifi- 
eeiil h a' Is ^on the saubalh-da}.^, and on 
other o( caaions), and of trenliu;;^ pi cat 
persi.ii^. thuMiy out of piide, amintion 
uid iPtciita'ioii, vliich might render this 


advice peculiarly piupcr, cspctiallv if 
he nbo now gi^ic tins onlfilammeiit 
Has, as rnanv of his bictlircu Loiianily 
weid* very dericicnt m woiks of chanlif. 
Rto Veadiug’s /.ife of CliiiNt, p. 2'jfi.— tt 
Is plain, the word r eh Croliu'- well ob- 
sCiW'.,) refers u mcicdy to iicighbours, 
but lu the kiudrsd a id the'oihi r pcisons 
that aie muntioiu'd with them; for if 
these were in' lo» ( ircuinstauci s ihrir 
bi'ing related (>• them was .m ar^iimcui 
why Uu-\ siiyiildbi rcgaiOcd latlu i tii.m 
neglected. 



144 Reflections on the exercise 

<rRCT, Client which should turn to the surest account, P'**^*', the majm- 
cxix. let ii be [liain aiul frugal, ami invite to it the 
'pony, the ilmblcd, the lame, \and\ the blind, ^ 

< 3 who are incapable uf'provuijng for themselves . 
let these come frequently to thy house, to re- 
ceive thine alms ; or send portions to them” , 

14 when they cannot come. (Xoh. viii. IQ,) And thou shait 

this will allbrd.thee a much nobler satisfaction 
• than banquets can give; mid, I tiuiy truly say, ih(« forihou ‘lull 
thvn shalt be happy in that they are not capable rccomj.Ln'-cfi at 
of mahuiii thee such a requital » Jor their pray- [[jj! ‘ " 

ers ^h^lll descend in blessings on thy head ; and, 
he-ides ail the pleasure a generous heart \vjll 
tir.d 111 the very exercise of such bounties, M<j'« 
he abundantly reco7npe7ised at the rcsurrec- 
lion of the just, ^ if they proceed from a real 
ptineiple of piety and faith. (Compare note% 

Vol. 1. p. 303.) 


IMPROVf.MKNT. 

How happy iverc they tvho had frequent opportunities of 
coinersing with Christ, whose discourses were ;dv\a)s so we- 
and so useful ; how well did he repay all the cutertainniLMiis he 
received in the advantages which he gave for religious iin[)ro\e 
Ver. 1. meiit ! In vain might his enemies watch lor occasions against him 
/n his tongue u'as the law of wisdom as well as of kindness, (Pro\ 
xxxi ‘J6.) And surely Me //pj of his ministers and disciphs 
would feed many to their everlasting benefit, were tins blessed 
model to be more carefully traced ! (Prov. x. 21.) 

8—11 I.et us jiarticularly observe what be here says coneeriiiiig a 
modest and bumble deportment, which is indeed the suie>l way 
to be honoured and inspected. And let ns take great liv'eil that 
that Oil breeding, which consists so much in the expressions of 
//z/wi/iify and a i-eadmess to pader others to ourselves, do not 
degenerate into a mere form, and [irovc, as it too often does, 
the cloak of arrogance and pride ; but that it have its foundation 


‘ Lf dunblcd, &i’.J W^erPiuRjrnMTmgiff 
^'e manned i but the sigiiiiicdtiou of Ute 
hiucli moie extonhue. .lud ni- 
di fd lakci, m both the lame and iht blind 
.iftLi n.'irds loentiniit'd and »iay also in- 
(iiule those wiiuin the uiriinutifs nge 
rendpi hi(pte\f — ( '.loti ns thinks this sinp- 
tiire wds ihe foundation of the agam, or 
loV6-fc!i''i!., among the primitive (’hns- 
tiiins; hut it IS not eiidcnt Pliny lias 
a fine [i.'ii.ilUl pab'.as:!'. See T'lin. I, just 
III) iv epist ob 


^ .4t tiic retumnluj'i •>/ On’ jinl J It 

not 80 cvidtnl, as J>i (daikf suppost s, 
that Si'ftirfv most liere sij',('.if\ ihanOi 
nie/i\; it lathei socinsto urn a '•tiunc .ind 
anakeniiifi; intimation Ibat n me who 
gleet uoiks ot chanty diall lian' I 
fuiil I'll ainuiig' tbp ngh'iiuiis; «bu 
rvidtiit fioin the many liii.dud senp- 
tiire’. <diich i/idnponv'lily n <niiiP h). o/; 
as well ns j«A/?Ve (Coiupain Mat ' I'J. 
noie^Vu! 1. p j'J.i 



and chariiy. 146 ' 

111 a lowly opniioh of ourselves, and an habitual disposition to sub- sf<’T. 
niit even to our inferiors, when we may do it without breakini; ‘ S x. - 
in ujion tlio duties and decencies of life, and injunniy those to 
\^honl it may be exercised, by an indulgence which they know 
••not hovy to irndefstaud or improve.- 

Let us hearken to these exhortations to charity^ from the Verse^ 
mouth ot our charitaijie Saviour^ who^are himself for us. And ^ -j 
as Christ pleased not him sdj\ (Horn. xv. 3.) let us not allow our- 
selves to s(]iiander away j^reat (piaiitities of money inf what may 
gratity our own senses, or make agawdy shew in the eyes of the 
v.imer pait ol mankind; but letiis be willing to spare from the 
luxuiies and superfluities of life, that we may bestow it on the 
poor and the distressed. And indeed, whatever our circum- 
stances and possessions be, we must expect tliat the stream of 
(MM boimly will soon be dried.lip, if it be not supplied from the 
fountain of a prudent frugality. This self denial may now' in 14 
some instances be painful ; but it will be amply recompensed at 
the irsKi reel ion oj the just. May we then meet with many 
uliom our lilicrality lias fed and clothed, whom our knowledge 
and z('al have instructed, and whom our Iioly examples have , 
cdihccl and cjiiickcned ! Here, will he a fouiitfation laid for the 
(Midcamienis of an eteYnal friendship , when that which has been 
loriiu’d upon a partnership in vko, or animal pleasure, shall be 
lor e\ci' loigoUeu, or be rcmeiiibered with muliial horror. 


SECT. CXX. 


One Lord fore! els ^ in the parable of the preaf suppci , I he rejet. 
tion vf I In Jews, and the calling of the Gt nliivs. Luke XfV. 
r)--'24. 


I.rKrX!\ L). 


Luke XIV. 15. 


X i> ttin'i) oiicnf A XL) while .Jesus was thus discou-rsing, one of 
i!ica?'l uini/in "i„\ui gueds ut tho Phai isee's taldc heariup I lies,- ‘ 

Hk-m iimiirs. hi'wKi useful things, and willing to keep up so good 
um.i'niii spirit ol con vernation, said to him, IlapniJ in- .5 

In ' tin kiiiX'iIi ot’ .?//«// he honoured .so Kir as to 
Cod. eat bread‘d in l he kingdom oJ God . Idcsscd man, 

who shall live in the time of the Mcvm.iIi, and 


shai.' the entertainments he will prepare for his 
jicople, when these virtues of humility, conde- 


" hr tali'] "it is vTtll kiioHl) t nous. So peril jps it might be :U tin- Mi’ilt- 

lliatth- [ilir.Kc, tfi cat bread, signifies Mu', noble rh.irisce, mi I iv* " 
nukiij;; i rieal . and thii not nn lely at Sam. ix. 7," If), mi 17,20, and I i-n 
.1 < 'iiiiiiii'ii tilde Imt soiiictiiiies at i ix j ) lV(ii|iau in'c ^^l 1 ]i, 40) 
J’l'i w i'lfi is xeiv 

\ )l, II 1 



146 


The jHirabk of the ureat supper. 


C\K 


'Luk( 

JSlV 


sccui^Hin, and cluirity, shall ilounsli in alMlieii" 

< )ii this natural occasion^ ovir Lord thouulit 
it [*iO|Xjr to iTiiiwid him and the company, tliat 
many wlioj" on misiakcMi notions ot t-ns km^dvim, 
piof *ssod to drsi'-e it, \ycre nmJiM thi' forpc of 
Midi cinnal '•n'iiulices on »liis head, that they 
would in Fact and rejci t it Aud to this 

purpose '^^Mittinc’d the folloivin;^ parable, and 
said ^0 hha that had ex,»r '=‘*sed >o hi‘.ih a notion 
of the enieita mnents of his kinudojii, A ccr- 
' fain man ni.ult’ a ^rraf .^nppei\ and invifcd many 
1 7 11 nests; And lit sent imX his sei'vaiit at the 
h()u>' of supper to say to f hose thui were invited, 
asiliey li IayedtlK'ir coming, ^?y master desires 
yous\o d<l co/neaway us soon as possil»k* ; /hi' all 
fhinfi's prepared for the ent('r?uimnent arc now 
3 ready And they all began with one [coussent],^ 
as if by mutual jiureement they bad all contriv- 
ed to put a slight ■ t*n ter' am merit, to excuse 

thewstdics on ^rio jiretence nr another. The 
first said to him that uas sent, / have lust now 
piirchasid afield, and 1 am under the neee.ssvy 
of gain to see it ; I entreat thee thendore 'o 
lii)make mi/ excJLse. And another said, 1 hate 
iust Iwimht file yoke of oxen, and I am going to 
trj/ them, that I may see how the} will draw ; 
/ beseech thcethen'fore to make my excuse, and 
assure tfiy master that it is important business 
JO that prevents me.'- ^Ind another said, 1 have very 
lately married a wife, and shall liavc company to 
entertain, and therejoreyovk will easily perceive 
1 cannot come to attend your master’s feast and 
Z I neglect my own.*^ And that servant returning ^ 


li> 'rtw’ti said hr 
uni u him A certain 
man made a gieat 
supper, and badi* 
many : 


17 And sent hi-» 

st'i“VMnt ai hti|ipii- 

time tu s>i\ '() them 
that »C‘ie hiddi II. 
Come, toi all 
are now ready. 

IS And they all 
with o'lc conwiil l)i‘- 
£ran to make e\( U'C*. 
The last vanl Milo 
him, ' liUM' hou'.’ht 
a pie^'c ((I oil lid, 
and I must nn (Is 
and see it I pi ay 
thee ha\c tin ( tU'.- 
ed. 

19 And a oilier 
said, Iha'i t‘ '■ 4 ht 
live M)kc 'f o\(.‘ri, 
and I grt 0 . p‘o\c 
tliCii) I pr.i I hit 

h:i(C ijn- . \ -I <1 

til t.,rl .i.T 'her 
■-a'd, I liav' narr cd 
d Hitf, . 111(1 Hit ’ttorc 
I Ciiuiiot cumr. 

21 So lliat SCI \ ant 


/f if/iiiUf a-wo /Lwa;.] Of all 

the s arioii'' methods which learned men 
ba\«' '.iktn to supply the ellipsis here, 
twhi( li may be seen at large iii WolKus, 
Ob erv Vol. I p. 6S2, it .eems to 
HI*' nui't natural to uiidcrstuiid the word 
V that IS, f/.Vi (wic , which 

supposition IS uidinUiiird by Beza The 
\arietv of their (ixciuses render 
tvif& Qrte nov Icis jiropcr. 

/ htfi'cch ihi'r v.ike mi4CSLUse, ^kc,] It 
1, .1 beautiful ('in iiiii.'itaiice that,nitr T/ird 
i.er * lepicM lit bo‘h the*>c bargains a^aU 
i.'idi 'iiidt , so ihal goirijK^ 50 see the 
tiiin * id :< prose hr u\tn, tluit evtn- 
■' thaiithenfvtti.'>inin?,Ma.-.incri> 


ly the clVi'i'tof rudcric's on tlic one hand 
and of .1 foolish impatient hiiinou) on tin 
othir and Could ne\erha\( bi.cij iii”i d, 
had they esu emed the inviter, or his < u- 
teitainment Accuidinglv n is eomiiiMi 
ly found iiifact, that men ucpleci ihi bless 
mgs and demands of tlie gospel, not tor 
the most iinporiant atfairs in life with 
which they sc'dom lutcrf'ere. hut to iri- 
dulgi' the caprice amd follv of ihcr own 
tni}[M rs and to gratif> the impulse ut 
present pausiun.' sometimes excited ou 
very, h>w occasions. 

<* f cannot (me, &(’.] As the process 
of the jiftrcible n'presmts a wise and good 
nun otlendcd with llus excuse .imuiig the 



The poor are called bl to partake of the feast 141 ? 


caiUK and shewed hi? 
loid llicse things. 
I'lieir tin; mahtei nf 
the Iwniv bem^i an 
gi y, .‘■.lid lo his 'ser- 
. ^aIlt,(Io yiiitjuickly 
•nhi the streets and 
lanes of llip city, and 
tiling in diither the 
poor, .111.1 the tnaiiii- 
rd, and the lialt/and 
the blind. 


'21 ‘Viid till srr\ ant 
s'lnl. 1 urd, 't 1 done 

11-1 tiiijii hjvt c'uiii- 
ri). Hilled, .iiid yet 
them lb loom. 


'"1 \ii(l the lord 
s.iiij i,iil.iih''s< 1 \ ,int, 
til) out into the lii.;[i. 
w i\ .ind Iv d.;i's, .lud 
ei'io|i' I them to I'oiiie 
111 , tint iiiv lioiri 
IIMV lx illlld. 


told his lord all these things. Then the master ssict. 
of the house who had made the cntertainiucnt ^'xk, 
zeas very angru% as he reasonably mi»lit be, to 
‘see such an ail^ront put upon his splendid pro-xiV. 21 
paratinn.s, and such uii ungrateful return made 
for .the peculiar, Kindness and respect he had 
shewn in sending fo^ the.se guests; and tlure- 
forc he said to his servants ^ Go out dijreetlij in- 
fo the streets and lanes <>f the ati// and h)^ng 
in hither the poor, and the di sailed , and the 
lame, and the blind, that they may come and 
partake of the entertainment ; for i had rather 
see my house filled with such guests than emf)- 
ly as it now' is. yind the senant quickly came 22 
back, and said. Sir, what thou dida plea^e to 
command is done; tiiese poor distressed people 
are coirie in, and sat down at the table; and 
still there is room for more guests, and en- 
tertainment enough yirovided to feast many 
others. J mi the lord said to the servant, Go2Z 

out then into the without the city, .ind, 
rather than fail, look for the poorest tiiul most 
helpless travellers, who arc sheltering them- 
selves under trees and hedges^ , and, d impor- 
tunity be necessary to such, piws tlum that 
yon find there by the most earnest mvuat.on to 
come itiy^ thutmij house map be weW fdUiL For 


tC'.l, wi> ‘•iippuso buin*‘thina: in flic 
|•ll■’lMn■Jl.ll^ r (if ]ii> iccciMfig lh<; incs- 
oi ul ipjKHnti'i., lh« tiipo tor dl- 
l' it.tiiiiii^r coiiip.tnv 1 11 liiMiwn marnage, 
will' h im[di('d .1 rude imilcnipi uf ihe 
iinilii, and iii.idc tiic re 1\ iiidfcdit. 
It w !■. iMt n.K.ss.nv to diSbci ud Ui ■.lufi 
paiti^'iil.ir'. 

' 'u ') /. i.ufl lam 1 ii/ till' tiiii,] 

Till' V.- cm*, [ill' tjuc di-tiiic4i Ul between 
T/'i Mil ] tbe Ini ,i)( 1 Ilf '\hiott 
‘'Uiniu'.K . II / and ibe biUti a n<,rro-\! 
Tt’.'iV, Ml wliii !t l.i-si till alloys may bo m* 
clilUcil 

‘ Iftf.i /’I'rfli'/fA ind hed'_f'f ] Any gro'i'. 
amt ali.indmied >umor' might ho repro- 
s iifed . 1 , 111 this wretched Cnnddioii 
I-p!i >i 1*2 — 17.) Uif 1' '•eeins an e\ 
cos'.io leliriemont hf Wieiiiin s in Mip- 
p').e thi hcdi-ev Ik'ic mentioned icfcr to 
Ihe (cicin'imal law is .a piiitiiKiii ; a.? it 
lil-cvii e IS. ic) (\piain the i<r8t cl.iu^e . 1 - 
ri l.i' ini' tn the pm' clvies of the gaw*. and 
the ■'« I uttd i<i lhi‘ id il'itriHis Oenfibs. 

« ii i.niflii . 1 , »vt;ll inti'i fiuin 'Ci Si-, 

I'l'! I! 1 ii w.shfii !il Ij '.mil iiiid It .11- 

.1 \i I l^f( 111 I'l mci 111 t(i iiiituic 


oiery rireniii'.t.iiK '' inly a fancied rc- 
«i inbl ince. 

K / ;<•.( Hem bv the mbsl caiii'‘^i iim- 
tiilMin /(' i<i.'’:u’ 71/ ] Nothing o.iri I e u i.'ic 
.ippaitnily weak, tb.ni lo imcLiiii \.itn 
.St -\ugn‘,tm and in-iiiy otheis, tli.'O i cso 
wolds Can |ii''tify tin; use ot ctini, iiKion 
and foiee Ml leligi'iiis iivittei^, the ,>b- 
•■utdit}' and iiiquiU of which, I h.iic re 
picMrited at large r I'ly soimoii ■> tlia* 
snbjc i*l It M certain the wind 
h (.lien U'^ed to evinOS'^ jm nijhi.I.i nj 
w'lPre tin re co .Id bi no '■cciil.ir terror'; 
Mat. \i( '2'2, i\T.irk M. 4i, tial 11 
14 \i. I'i (ab 11, likt «i e till’ W'jid 
fi’iafijxti, I, like XM\. '2n, .irid Aits \ .i 
n,' and several iiist.inceb aicpr'du- 
ced by KlMier, in whioh ihe wovd >igui- 
fk‘S preMDii pi'Tuiu\m, (' *b on Vof I. 
p 24s ) And here it wmiM he 
most iiidei'i lit to iriia.gine pei-MUi'' ) 1 'ed 
to III entei'aimiieiit it coidd Imu: 
been onite iMipi.n t i .ible tor.i Mugle sor* 
\.int t.’ ha\c I otniiellf'd a ni"'t,tode ip 
this M'usc, 1 h'*re is an jmhi't.iih ni the 
I.nglisli wi'id ( ///■*■ > t whieli in.u h mur*' 
answcift to that m the 01 iiiiin!. 



'i/i8 


liejltrlkms on the mmlationi 


I s,7i/ unfo yoUy that none of time men whozeere- • say v-mv 

jl'ould now l)e ever so desirous f”;!; ""‘..""“'h.cu 
It, shall be atimitteu so niucli as to taste of m-rv intUicn shall 
.iiv*'2i supi)ei\, 6inco tlie) bp*e so rudely and iin- of ^uppei. 
gratot'ullv sliiiliU’d ii. ' 

. And in lik\‘ in.mner, such will the l)ivme 

conduct he with regard to the jjos|)eb ‘ God 
sciisls his nu'sseni;eis in the nioM importunate 
niahiicr to iiune >oii Jews to come mid parjakc 
^ of iicli eiitcrtiiMuiiei.t : vet you ncg!(‘cL it on 
the nuanest .netenLi s, and one too busy, and 
ujvi.iier tv to k 1 e, to HUend to it. lUit he will 
> lerely resent r u* adront, and (tliouj^h it may 
. seem to you as uu.iecount.ihle a conduct as that 
will 'll I liiivv lepjtsMited m (his parable,) will 
call JM the ijoor, ignorant, and wretched Gim- 
hlt"', wlio were Wruidcrme in the most iielplcss 
circumsiaiK e-. m the »va\ > of idolatry and wick- 
ednes>-, and hiscliarcli shall be filled with them, 
while you, who reject Ins gospel, shall m righte- 
ous judgnient he' yourselves lejcctcd, and pe- 
rish lor want of those mercies which you now 
;5 despise. 


; IMPROVEMtNT. 

X6t.'2\ hifinite mercy ol God forhid that this should eui 

h(' our condition! 'Uie gospel-least ^ like the siiniptnons hampiet 
Ahasucrusj (Ksih. i. 3, 4,) is of a veiy long standing not 
only from week to week, but from age to age, C^od is seiulnig 
'?l,22to unite }ic:v gnesis ] and, after all the nidlious that liave hecn 
‘ regaled hy ii, and nourished up to everlasting hfe, ihtn is i/cl 
room for more. Still are his servants sent from one time to 
another, with all the fervour of the most arfectionate p'^rsuasioii, 
‘J'ito urge sinners lo accept of these desirable blessings, (for such 
only is the eampuhlon that becomes a least, and sniis the nature 
of reasonable creatures ) May we not if reive the grace of' Hod 
ni min f May wc not perish^ as thou.sands before us’ have done, 
by making light oj the gospel! 

IS, 20 It lias often been observed from this puralle, that they wore 
lawful oLca sinus which these uidwppy people pleaded as then 
excuse for neglecting the invitation. And how. many perish by 
► what is indei^fl hnrjnl ' But the care of our estates or cattle^ our 
dom'eitic a*]uir^^ and our dearest relalnes, will fie destructive to 

thau the werd o»jr Uan^latorsuse • and it rial, though a paraphrase, which ‘■pcak'^ 
^ '.(oiiih to me the pjrt ot' a taithful tunb- onl_v a maif^ own <tCTitimi iits, may sotrm 
•iit'i, C' (cially ol tin* s/u’red VrntmifN, tiiru ^ \f ntiirr to (((''((TiniiK' them. 

‘o orii'^Tvo thfr ambiguities of the onfi- , . 



' gitkn Its to the gospel feast, ' 14^ ; 

Ufe,' it’ tliL‘y be'ininclcd as our main can, anti onr'hcarts be so s^ct 
attentive to them as to for^jet the one thing nmJj at. t " 

Are we of the number of those who, though once blinded, iin- 
, povonshed, and enfeebled by sin, an? now Inougiit as welcome ■ 
guests to the table which divine love has spread ? Let us adore 
the grace which opeiud the door to us, and opemd owr hearts to 
comply with the call; by its strong and powcrliji, though rutioiiiil 
and gentle influence, compelling us to come in. l.f‘t thy senants 
employed in the message urgew. with aboeoiinng earif^stness; as 
well knowing how much the heart of tlieir pml Master is m it, 

.111(1 how much the happiness of io«/.vd(‘jHM)ds on thtnr accepting 
It. Lord! ina\ we see thy tublejurnished u'lth and our- 

selves he so happy as finally to partake fd those ble'-siii'is to 
which we are now commanded to invite others i Kor blessed in - 1 
deed are they who shall tat bread in the kingdoiii oj God > 

SECT. CXXI. 

Our ^ord urges upon his disciples the necessity of considering 
till difficuUits of religion before they take up,a proje.ssion of it, 

I.ulvc XIV. 25, to the end. 


. 1KB XIV. 25. 

A N I> thorie went 
great inultitudos 
witli him uiid he 
turiKd, and ->aid uuto 
llicin, 


2(1 If any niftn 
come to me, and hate 
nut ins father and 
mother, and wife, and 
f hildren, and hreth- 
reii, and ustt-i., yea, 
.md his own life al&o, 


' LUKE X'V 2.5. 

^7’caf mti/f//w(/a'att(‘nded Christ,* and 
^^went with him in this liis journey toward 
rusalem, he turned about and said to them, i 
You now attend me from place to place witli kh. 25 
some tokens of regard ; but .seriously consider 
how much it will cost you to approve yoin- ^ 
.selves my faithful followers. 

If tuny one comes to me to be instructed in my 2*^ 
religion, and to obtain the blessings of my king- 
dom, and does not prepare himstdf, on a proper 
occasion, to act as if he did even hate his father 
and mother, and his very wife and children, and 
brethren and sister.s, yea, and his own life too,^ 


“Cnalmullitutlei .itlciidcd Christ.] P^r- 
haps the Cure ot tlie rn,in yiho had the 
tliopsy, and tionic cvficotdtiai)'. as to the 
<*\rntof Christ’s visit hv this Pharisiff, 
might i'aiuue a crowd near his hooise; and 
wii.it follows might be hpokeii the .s.iino 
•>al)ltath, on uiir t/wd's ivmiin, out fruin 
thencr but ns the e(migeli!>t docs not so 
tJxprtsslv coniic'ct the ]iass.igc'^, 1 \,.w 
not willing lo assert it III the paiaphrase. 
')’u act ,is il lu: evrn did haieki\ fnikti 
^c. j Strictly spcakin,;, lo 


hate oiir ncarcitt rclatncs, and our own 
lives, would be niiiKitoial wukcdiic’ss, 
and equally coiitiarv lo the <lic’i.iti > <4 
humaniiN and the genius ul tht gospil 
But It IS well known, that one tbiu. is 
bald to be loved an(l urioth«.r'hdicci in 
hfripture, when the foruici is tnudi pre- 
fpned} and ‘espeoi illv when, out ot ro- 
BW toil, the latter is nc.-lri tnl and 
forsakOQ. ConipaieGen xxix .31, Pout 
XXI. 15 — 17; Mai, I 3; Hum. i\. I'j 
and Mat. \ i. 24. 



150 Reli!^io/i must be undertaken xvith serious consideration. 

’ i.ECT. that is, if he he not williii :!: to ahancloji aU these fi'nuot be, my 
pCXi. lather than to forsake me, he cannot really be my • 
whatever he may pretend. And who- ‘2’i Aurf 


) TAikc 


' Aurf wliusdCA I'r 


SClv?''' 27 ‘'WTe/' (Ives not sii'dla^-tly resolve even to bear his 

cross f and to iomcaJU r »/e, wh^^iicver lie is caU ter uie.ciumoibcMiiy 
led to tread the paiiil’nl steps that 1 am taking ‘1‘sciple, 

ID tlie v\,i\ crucifixion and death, hr cannot 
bi my disciple : and thi^refon', as I gave these 
things in chari^e to my apostles (Mat. x. 38, 

...f-VoL 1. p. 4.20,) I lepeat them to you as mat- 
ter* of universal concern, which require your 
lno^t attentive consideration. , 
fiS tud It IS necessary to dwell on the thought; 


'.M I’ui wliidi 

for jihuh of ^o:iy if hr he a person of common „ 


lultn'l 111 

//I ( li t(. (l' 


prudence, and intend to build a tower , or any uih nut dovni ’iiist, 
other cditiee, r/odw;c/ //rA7 deliberately jf/f/wc/i, imi. iii iiu- 

and ritmpule (In '•vpence it will require, and com- 
pare it witli his own cirdiimstances', tliar he may m b /, 
jndgo whether he has a stock of wealth [siiffi- 
oyc/cw/] lo Jinish if'^t Lest when he hath laid a K«'sth.ii>ik .ifm 
foundation, and is'nvt able to complete [the work] 
he had begun, for want of money logo through abU* to* finish a'l 
witii it, all who St e it, as they pass liy, sHouhl thatbehoUl inM -iin 
ZObegin to deride him, Saying, in contempt, Tins 

must be surely a wise man, ivho ibu* began to m m imitan nlbmid, 
build, and was not able to finish his plan ; and and nyt abi«, in 
here his imperlcct work stands a lasting mo- 
iiumeiit of his great discretion! , 

'J1 Ur what wise king, ir lie was marchmg out iy uinku w ir 
to encounter another king in war,^ does noi first .I'-jmst.moih. ikn'-;, 
sit down and consider whether he has any such sitUiihuuiduvMiiu.t, 
advantage, as to anus, strength, or situation, i,e .ddu wuu 

as may induce him to conclude that he is able teiiihou-iiidtnnirt ' 
With no greater force than t'n thousand mm 
to meet and oppose him that comet h againA ty'[i,y,|"ui 
twenty thousand^ And if he find 32 (hoi 


7r /'(' fitend lo hwld a This 

phrasi* tiatiirally sHjrgPst? to i.s th^; idoa 
#7? .1 111 111 . magnnicc'iit fdii.ee than our 
Lord's lif.irers might prubablv tbmk of 
oil tins <jC(' IM7III. It !•< plain, tiiat towers 
wtrr frequent tv runup, probublj vt'oau 
*iighc mAtenabi to Imlgo tho-c who had 
the oare of kcep'iig iiii' yards nr tJocJii, 
nnd thfV wo'se built, prcliv hi'.;h i» p’A* 
poitiouto their b.M*', lha' tiu'V might 
.'oiniri.'ind the laigei proipr (,t Compau' 
'Citron jU; Mif. iv B; dsi. % 


2; M.it. xfi. 1.3; and M.irk xii I. 

Or viAit). itu„ ?HunAifie out In itico/uh) 
tnot/ivr &f 1 According lo Sii I-oic 
Nfwlor’s ofironotoit), tl.fsc words wcic 
‘'[lukeii at luir f Old s last pahsiicer, .tiid 
nMiilit lukT to 11c rod x teadin his .nmy 
tIiroi'{>li Jiidfa iigaipst ^IrVias kn.g ot 
Aiabi. Hut a.s ticlrod dnl iiot tlini ap- 
pear lo Ilf tbc weaker, I eaiiiKil see tlial 
O'Teii suppoaiiig th,e picjiinses to be In.e^ 
tlieie would bf aiiV Ocitajntv 'd suicl. ai) 
kiitfiided allusion. 



The insignificance of an outward profession. 


fhe' other is yet a< 
gicat «av ulf, he 
beiideth an ainbaS' 
sage, .md desireth 
f'onditionb of pcac^.' 


.')3 So likewise, 
who'‘oever he be of 
you that foisdketh 
not all that he hath, 
he cannot be uiy dis^ 
ciple. 


3t Silt is good, 
but it the salt have 
iosi u shill our, where- 
with shall it be hoa- 
boned > 


.}.) It N neither fit 
^ji the land, nor yet 
foi the dung dull; 
J>ut men cast it out. 
lie that hath curs to 
hear, let him hearr 


he has while he that conics with this supc- siicx 
rior force agai nat him is^et at a di Glance, he svmU 
an anfyatsiji and desires terms oj ptaccf*^ ac- 
knowleclging his readiness ro hubnjit to soniexis 
things wliico may be disagret'ahle, tor the pic- 
aer<^ion of his doininioDs, and perhaps of ins 
life: 

iSb then do you consider wlieiiifT you think itSl^ 
worth y our while toadbtM-eto me on these terms; 
fdjf 1 assure you, 1 wiii adniil yon on no oilier; 

9Lnd. whosoever' he be of you tka! does not sied- 
fastly resolve to g ive up all fits possessiotoi^ v\ iien- 
ever he is called to it on my account, Iwcannof 
be owned by me as mj/ diurple indeed. 

And ifyoO are not my discyilos indeed, \n»ir j 4 
outward profession vvdl be* vciy insigiiili. aiit ; 
for thougn salt in gimeral is a \erv good tfrngy 
and my sertants, as I fornietlv intimau.i (Mar 
V. 13, Vol. 1. p. 21*2), are tlu salt ot t''e oaith; 
yet I must again. add, ij the salt be grown insi- 
pid, with what can it be seasoned ? or what can 
recover those whom 1113 gospel wdl not intlu.35 
enco and reclaim? /\nd as insipid suli i> Mich 
a vile and worthless thing that it is neither fit 
to be used of itself as manure ./o/' the land^ nor ' , 
even so much as fit for a place on the dung- 
hilly to be there mixed with other dung , 
itts thrown out oJ doors y and trampled uiidci loot 
like mire in the streets : you aUo will bt no 
less useless and contemptible it, under Ui>' ad- 
vantages and obligations of a Christian piotcs- 
sion, you are destitute of a sincere prmcipic of 
integrity and piety, and will be utterly aban- 
doned and rejected as unprofitable servants. 
lie therefore that hath ears (0 luar, let hitiL 
hear it atteiuiveiy ; for it is a point lu winch nor 


*• Peaiiff terms of fteacci tpJla •rtt tsrjo; 
^tpi.'*iy.] This rcprcb“Tits feebler per- 
suii as bL'zs.iH'^ n peace a proper etnblem 
of the iuiiiulity and resigoation with 
which peni'o U to be Bou»ht from an of- 
b ntl< dOod, uht>ispos«csM^dofastrengUi, 
not (as 111 the case suppo^i d here) mere- 
ly doublo, but ihlinitely superior tomnry 
— I he pions and amiable author of a late 
valuable piece called Orthodoxy and 
Chantv, (whoever he be) h.ib jjiven a 
uuiU' ditlcM'iit interpictation of this pas- 
which, so far as I can iccwlloi-l, I 
i>avf iiobyot set'll, and which 1 .lui sure 
*i!.:s''r\Cj eotwideratioti. He cv;'’aiMs rt 


(p. 4*},) as referring to those who have 
not courage to fight with tbeir spinfual 
enemies, the world the llcsb, an I the 
devil, and therefore make the best term., 
they can with them, and s(t still ncij'oct- 
iug Christ and religion Hut if the pas- 
sage be Uikcn in this setiM', our I.or(l, by 
declaring in tli' next \erbC that lie will 
makeno abatcmint luhis own ilemaiKh, 
laittly intimates how urcessaiv it is to 
reak throuuh all opposition, and to de- 
termine to faee all the duVitulties in our 
w.iy, wli.i h It will be our wisdom to \ie\v 
and co’isidcr, that wo may he prepared 
with pronortiOnabk* resiiution. 



152 Rtfeclions on a readiness to suffer far Christ, 

4 ECT. only the honour of my kingdom but ihe salva- * 
cxxi. tion of your own souls is concerned. 

LMPROVEMMNT. 

Ver. 3.5 MwOHrmost .serious attention be hxed on so important a 
truth; and may tliis plain and candid decl^^tion of our Lord be 
duly re^ardeJ by u.s, as ever we de.sire to ntid the advaniaL^e of 
that relatiorno liim in which we are so ready to glory ! if we 
would not be cast out with disdain, and trompled under Joot as 
^wortlilobs and vile, let us be solicitous that. there may be the 
salt of divine grace in our hearts; and let us undertake a ndigi- 
28, 32 oils profession ivith that deliberate ennsidc'ration which becomes 
ft matter of such gieat importance A h^ty purpose will nc\er 
bcii - us through the difficiihies we must expect to cncouiiiei ; 
and ra.sh vows, and thoughtless adventures, in this ca.se, will on- 
ly expose us to the derision of others, and the keener remorse 
of our own mimK. 

26 Nor IS the nature aud evidence of religion such a^ to have any 
reason to ft‘ar the severest examination. The demands of (’lirist 
arc imlced high ; that tlu* nearest rc/tf/iW.v should he abamloned, 
and even /i/if i/.^e/ysacnfiiccdydi* A/J aUc* ; that \vt; ho at least 
martyrs in resolution, and have so niucli of a reciprocal aflerlion 

33 for him, as shall, like lib hrve to us, be stronger than death. 
Vet how rcasoirable.is the demand ! Did he leave hU Father's 
. bosom for ns, ami shall we scruple to abandon our houses and our ' 
kindred for him ? Did he exph'e on the cross tor us, and shall 
not we be ready to take vp our crossesy and follow him Shall 

27 it not be delightful to us to trace his most painful st(“p^, and by 
tlu* most costly sacrifices to approve our gratitude and our dutv ^ 

Blessed Jesus, le^d us ! and by thy grape we will follow liter, 
whatever be the path, vvliatcver be the burden, whatevci the 
terror of t lie way; knowing that if we partake with tlice in thy 
sufferings, we shall at length share with thee in thy consolation 
and thj/ glory ! (2 Tim. ii. 12.) 


S r. C T. €XXfI. 

Publicans and sinners flock round our Ixfrd, and he vindicates 
his readiness to recem them by the parables of the lost sheep 
arid piece nj money. Luke XV. 1 — tO, 

IUKKXV. I. zvkeXV.I. 

our l.ord addiC'isod himself to the mill- 'J'HKN iK.ir 
tiiude, and c.speciall) to bis disciples, ml the 
.•'abbath-day, as lie came out ftom the house of 
die noble Pin^rks<^e with whom he had dined . 



The parable of the lost sheep. 




untohunalitiieinib- now as it was Mm a season ofleisoi^e/aml he sut. 
foM”oheaHiirn.'" appeared in public teaching the people, ull the cxxii. 

publicans in that place, and some otlier note- 
nous sinners, who might hot easily have been ® 
admitted into the Pharisee’s house; drew near 
’ to hedr^hifn preach, “ bdng charmed with the 
condescension which allowed of their access, 
e And the Phari- Jcsus, moved ^fith compassion for them, 2 

s(< samjsonbe^tnur- Uttered somc remarkable discourses, admirably 
calculated for their oncourai^ement, and that of 
n(i',..iu(ieatct}i with Others, who had lam under the most aggravated 

the proud Pharisees and scribes 
who were present, murmured when they saw 
such a crowd around him, and said, This man, 
while he sets up for a religious Teacher, unac- 
countably gives access to the most profligate 
sinners, and sometimes eats with them, and 
makes no scruple to accept of invitations tc 
their houses. (Compare Mark i\. 16, Vol. I 
p. :}90.) 

for the encouragement of these '; 
poor pen Items, as well as lo rebuke the censo- 
nous and iinciiaritable Pharisees, spate to them 
'Miat man this parable, and said, What man there 1/4 
holoso.V''^^ that has a n(^k o\ an hundred sheep, \\[\o 
ono of them, rioth rtv// not Upon losing onc of them, 

the miiuy ninefy-niuc that were feeding: toge- 

.iiKigo'it'ifi pastures of the desert and go from 

that tthnii in«,t, place to place in search ajler that 'Wlueh teas 
till fw findit'^ And hwcivg at lengrli * 
hath i^, he lays P on his shoulders, greatly "re- 

<iii u i.ii his siiuiil../o/m/^% as a man in such a circumstaiK e n.Un- 
loja.cinfc'. rally wou Id : (compare Mat. xviir. 12, 12, sect 


And ho «?pjke 
t!ii<> parable iinLo 
tl'-‘in, savinj;, 

'I 


'* }/l >')f pub'll (H\ r.Ki! jiiincij, lin-u neat 
i< hi .1 him ] hiniiu siii»puse l(n\ iMiue 
l>y n paitidilai a])|.>iiiiitiur(il tinm al! the 
111 i.;liiii».iiiiij; jiails lint ai Luke 
oil 111 the 'll. It V, witli'iul anv iiitiin.ilion 
4 1 .1 ( haiic^c I'lthor 111 tilt' tiiiiV'Ur the 
■'ll IK, of li, I aril int'liiii'd to ihiuk ihe+e 
ih^oom^es might be tlclucrod the "ame 
<Liy I liat Christ dnu'<l wftli tlu* Plmri'.ce 
(sc^ t 1 ^i\.) fthicli being the s.ibli.Uli- 
/ 1 .M, wouiil gue the pubUcMn^, whuini 
(<i li' i' flavi- •“ re employed iu 61c 1 <'ftK t , 
a 111 at’ <'oii\(-iiiciit opportunity of at- 
fi’iiding. — Suin^ hi\e coiieludod (I 0011^' 
.i(,\er oouiei^tllife fo. ft hat reason,) that 
'Ins happune t in t.alilee of the (^entiles 

l»i )nnd Joidan,^pm wheiu'c, they fJty* 

'“!ii”.r up tti.Icrnsilcui, (I uko x’.ii. 


II ) I’uf that the ehief [tart of this .is- 
seiliblv were (leiitile idolaters,! aa iievei 
be pnned, and if it could, it ftoiihl bt 
no Milficitiit jii’ouf of Chria’s I»un<', iiov 
on til' oilier side of .loiduii. Vi i I ao- 
kiion lodge It hi[>h)y prob.ihU', that sojne 
idolatiou', (imtilcs might loia ftitii tlu 
inulUiudo, who, if they uiKJei>ut..ii tliLst 
p.irablrs, ini!;ht jtistly diav. gnat t u 
cuoragetii at from ihcia'. 

•' f.i th,’ jiasiiiros of fht' (h- o'.j Ciicul- 
tu. 1 i; I groaiul, usid iiaieh jsCoihmi'>i’ 
ofpdoaiij, ft.ii tailed ftildeinesf, 01 d; - 
.sell, iiy the »'fts, in distinetuui l\oiu 
aralile, or iiji’lnsi d land Compare Jodi, 
w ti!, 1 iMki-Jts 11 'ji, y Kings 111 . S ; 
M.d. i(j ’ , till 1 M.iik \i. ,01, (Compan 
ah'j not*, Mat. .wiii, I'J, sect, mu ; 
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The parable of the lost piece of ino?ie^. 


SECT. Ixiv. p. 46.) Jnd when he cnmeth hmiJt, 
c%\n. he calls together [/»>] friends and neighbours^ 
sd'^s unto themy with the greatest pleasure* 
XV. 6. tnends, you may.Dow rejoice with ma fyr 
my labour and search have not been m vani, 
but I have found my sheep which mas lost. 
And as he thus is more delighted with the re- 
covery ol' the sheep which he bad lost, than 
with the safety of the rest, which had not wan- 
dered; s ty / say to yuiiy that greater and rooie 
seii'jible joy will be in heaveny amon^ the bles- 
sed and benevolent spirits tiiat dwell ther* f 
tner t.ne penitent sinner ^ than irer ninitij-nine 
niihtcnus persons who do not need such d(‘e]) 
ripentancey^ or such an universal change of 
mind and character. 

I Oi'yXci illustrate the matter by another obvious 
similitude, that it may yet more powerfully strike 
your mjiuJs, Iffial poor woman having ten pieees' 
(f silver mon^y, though tliey were each ot liiem 
but the value of a drachma, // she lose one oj 
them out of her little stock, n'l/l not presently 
light a lumpy and take the pains tf) 'iweep o'U 
the hoHsCy and search carefully in all the cor- 
‘ners till she find it? And when she has 


6 And wli«*n hp 
cumetb liomp, h<* 
callfth tugpthoT 
tiK’nds and ik(M{;h- 
lioktiD, nayinj;' uiitn 
them, rejoice w'lih 
tne, for I have fuuiul 
my sheep which \va>-’ 
lost. 

^ 1 say iiiLto ymi, 
that likcw'se /n - 
Siial! be in heavi'i, 
flier Olio viniif-’ ri'.i' 
ri'penfftli, moil ll'iii 
O ' 1 1 imu-ty iKul niiii' 
jLisI peii-iiiis ii.i.Ii 
need n-i n 


S hither nlut wo- 
man. havini' till 
pieces ofsihi r, it -111 
loose (MK puce (lotli 
not light 1 < .iiu]!i , 
and swtep tlif hmi-“ 
atul sCilv (llllgeiitiv 
till she find It * 


0 And wlicn s.lic 


*■ (opixter j,i)f tall bv in hpuien, &o ] 
Alluding, says Mons. L Kiifdiii (a ii»tie 
looeodlv,) to the style of the Jews, 
with wliom it was usual lo leprevnt the 
ane- Is weeping for the corniption of men, 
and i>-|ou’ing at tlieir lomcrsion But 
It bfcni- if'iy unwariantablc lu suppose 
<'hri!it thus abserting a thing merely be- 
caiis*. the Jews used thus to lepresent 
snd conceive of it — W'e may rather con- 
clutl- from ver. JO that, at least msomc 
oxtraoidinary eases, the angels are, ci- 
ther 1»> immediate icvelation, or other- 
wise, infiirined of the convcision ofsin- 
iiirs, wliuli muiit to those benevolent 
spirits be an oeeasion of jov; nor could 
am thing have been sug'csied more 
pioppi, to cni’oiiiage llu hoinble iieiii- 
tent to expose the repining Pharisee, or 
Toanimite all to zeal lu so good a work, 
as endeavouring to promote the icpen- 
lancc of other-, 

•1 Than ozer nript t-ninc ri^kicoui ptr- 
iOns, ke ] It caiiriiit bo mir Loid’s mean- 
ing hfic, that Clod esu;cnis onepinUent 
sinner moie than n'm-fif-nhe confirmed 
and CHtabliahcd saints (will) , 'ire, undouht- 
Iv, the persons <-p(<keii of a- needing no 
I cpcntajif’c. or no umver>al ehaiigo of 


he lit and lifi , ill which stn-e liic woi*l 
p 7"'.'ji'ns I'oininiml} used;) font would 
hi uu'oosi tent wiih the Dimiu* wi-dotn, 
giiodru s I, ii'id hi>linf'ss,‘to siipposi this 
iliii It IS plainly as if he had .s.iid, “ A^ a 
“ father peciiliarh rejoices uh'-n .m t‘\- 
“ travagant child is leduf'cd lo a smse 
** ot his duty , anti-onr whom he had eon- 
“ siilcred as utUrly ruined by his follies, 
“ anil perhaps as dead i ('turns with rc- 
“ iiKTSi* and siihiiiission ; oj as any 
“ other per-on who has recov'crt'd what 
“ be had giien up for gone, has j m.tre 
" sensible satisfaciioii iii it tlian in se- 
♦* veral other things cip'-fllv valuable, 
“ but ii jt in such danger do the lio- 
Iv rohabitanls of heaven rejon e m 
“ the Conversion of the imist •ihandoin d 
" riiiuers, and ihe great Father ot all so 
'* readily foignes and ri*ceivrs them, 
“ that lui may be re.prescn'cd as having 
“ part in the joy." — 1 hough, by thh 
way, when human passions arc asciihcd 
to Uod, It m certain they aic to be taken 
in a n^Urativa, sense, ei^rd V c;trl nsi i c 
of those Hisnftatjniis whi^ result from 
the eornniotions of aium.il nature inou'- 

SflvC’lS. 
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iiatii found n, she found it, she joyfully’ calls her female friends s»ec r. 
and and 7ieigkbours together,^ to acquaint tliein with fxxiL 

v-'S't'ther, saymg,Kc her.good bucccss ; and, coucliuling It will 
jojce with me, tor 1 agreeable news to tlieiii,>»he sat/s, Repnee with 
»'y /»'• \ vi^c. of 

10 Likewise I say mortcy' which 1 hod lost.- And so 1 say unto \0 
.iiio ^n.l, Theif' is yow, that there is m lifoer' manner a peculiar joy 
' Lil" frvM 1*62^ veu among the angels of God over one re~ 

-vn oiic thai penting sinner. - Do not therefore w'onder if 1 
''•i' lahour to promote their joy on this account, 

and condi ^cend to famihar“converse with those 
wiioni you proudly dcspbe as unworthy your 


IMPROVEMENT. 

How graceful and lovely does our /.ofd appear, while thus \er. i 
0 ])emng hi.s compassionate arms and heart, to these wretched 
iiuf-cusfs, for rchnse souls no man cured ’ Who can choose hut 
rejoice at tiiis /iz/i/Ar which he proclaimed among them, and at 
lilt; elieeriul rJlcntion winch they gave to tlicse tidings of 
great jo'j? May we, who are his IbllowtTs, n^ ver d'spise x\\q. 
meanest or the* worst of men wfitn they seem disposed to receive 
lehgioui iiistiudi' n ; but iiuher exert ourselves with a distm- 
guished zeal, as knowing that the joi/ of the heavenly wovki in 10 
their reeovery will Ik* m some measure proportionable to the ex- 
irt'iniu of iheir f(Mmor danger 

i.o^ i*s often re''oi, ‘ct Itic haiitv and goodness of those 7 
I'. ited 'spirits who look dou/ from their own glory with coinpas- 
oon on mortaU w,m I' g m ‘he paths oj the destroijer, and who 
siiig antliems of thankfulness ai.d joy, when by Diving graet* 
they aie retlaMiied from them. Let every sinner be touched 
with a generous desire, ih.u he who has been in so many in- 
stances the oHence and burden <>/’ the earth, may become the 
j(.y of heaven by his sincere e<»nversion. And let ihe solicitude 4, i) 
wjiii w’hicli the Jiltle [)Ossessions oi' this world are soughi, when 8, 
iliey are lost hy any accident, engage ns more earnestly to 
.seek ivhat is mfinitt ly more \aliial)le, our own salvation, and 
that of the iimiiorlai >>ouls of others. May we in our dilfercnt 
stations labour successfully for their recovery: that we may ano- 
ther daysharc in lliathighev Jo^y whicli angch and glorified saints 
shall express when they see them not only reduced to the patlis 
of virtue and happiness, but fixed in abodes ofetenial gloryd 

•’ w/A // ? fcinalc/rf«ttrfv(T«; ^ iliir not above ninr-peiirt'); Imt it i'* 

tutil itm^hbou '■ f ft nnglit n pr.-Mintod as tin- tenth part ut lu-i littlo 

li inlly wpUh vvhib to a»k tho conjrr.itu- stock, and Uic I'lipu ssihlc and social 
IwiDii of h(;r fiicn.K on small .in oc- temper of 1 he s»-\ m,i\ b« ptrhaps llnniglit 
v.iMon as fuirliiig n drai liiiiii, tfof th,it of, .".s idilnij, s. djc piopin lyto the mpie- 

the piece of tojii here niciiti 'H d 1 1 'ont.uion. 
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Tht parable of the prodigal son. 


SECT. CXXIII. 


Oar Lord farther pirmes the design of the 'preceding parabk^, 
by dcln ering that of the prodigal son. Luke XV. 1 1, /« the 
• end. 

T.UKEXV. 11. Luke XVMl. 

SECT. the sauu; design of vindicating him- d hi' VjkI, 

cxxin. self in conversing with publicans and sin- 
ners, of _repri)ving the envy of the Pharisees, 
and of ehcouraging every sincere penitent by 
moving representations of the Divine mercy, 
our Loid went on to utter anotlier most beauti- 
ful and alfccting parable, jiut he saidf while 
this various iruiltitude was standing round him, 

I'hcrc was a certain jnan in plentiful circum- 
stances, anil of a very condescending temper, 
who had tiro St n. tliat were now grown up to 
12 manhood. Jind the younger of them, fondly li Andtho^omj.^^- 
coiiceitcd of Iris own capacity to manage his af- ** 

fairs, and weary of the restraints of his father’ s ini* the puiiiuri 
house, uiid one day to Ins indulgent that t.iiU‘th /« 

‘ Father, as I urn now come to years of discre- Zi. 
tjon, I desire thou vvouldst give me into mine 
own hands that portion of goods which, acctird- . 
ing to an equitable distribqtion,ycz/L* to share. 

And he, unwilling to make any invidious dis- 
tinction in distributing bis effects, divide'd his 
living between than both,® and gave them his 
chiel stock of muney, reserving the house and 
estate in liis own bunds. 

13 And not many days after this division was *3 .tnd notmauj 
made, the younger son gathering all hjs irca- 

sure together, and pretending a dcNign ot tral- ed aII tog*’iii* r, ami 

fickiiig with it, took a journey into a very distant look hisjourmy m- 

count'ry; and there forgetting his lolations at 

home, and living witli a knot or companions stance wnh notuio 

like himself, in a very riotous, debauched, and Uviuh- 

extravagant yhan'nei, he quickly squandered 

away the whole of his substance. 

14 And when he hadennsumed all \i\ih\^wretc\\. Ami when he 

i'r I I ■ 1 lufi ‘'i>cut all, there 

cd course, It sohappciieda through the righteous 

judgment of God upon him, there was 'an 


14 Ami when he 
turl Sj>c-ut all, there 


Itttng hctzeien them boUi,] to hh( It is one of those many 

IK) sij'nllidant sense c?n be oruamcntalcircumstaneet whichh/Konld 
Ipr cireuiiti.umc of the p<’iahir, he wcakncsii over-ngoroiisly to accum 
mug To the (Ijj^iens.itions ot Hod modaic to the general design. 



,Havi7i^ spent all his suistancCi he is reduced to ivanl. 1 . j 7 

1 

iir(waftjj|;i»tvfiinnK‘ in that country v^ih^xe he so- sect., 

S^” of CXX!ir. 

the very necessaries of Itfe. And^ finding no 
1.) And in‘ wcitt sji^’jfor or relief amonfj those who had been the 
rni/c." rfSoiIin- cohipanioiis of his luxury, , and shared in the 
trv ; .nui hp sent spoils of his substaiicc, yet unable to brook the , 
into hjs fields tofdM mortification of returning home in sucheircum- 
stances, he went ami joined fumself a.s a servant 
to a cithen nf that pldce ; wlio^ thipking.snch a 
worthless creature unfit for any Ijctter j)o>.t, sent 
him away into his ^ronnds^ belonging to dii c- 
state in the country, where be employed him to 
feed swine ; to winch, however mean and disa- 
greeable tho emoloyment \v.is,‘‘ this nnhappy 
youth,' who had once lived in so much plenty 
Anil 111' \yjuifi and splendor, was forced to submit; And even is 
Ill'll i' ulih ilil' 111 k- through the unkindness of hi'^ uiaster, and ' 
ijiiriiii ^uinctiiiliMi the extremity of the sciison, he was kept so 
.nut 11(1 nun gdNP iiti- poorly, that lic had not bread ; but would gladly 
have filled his hungiy belly with the sorriest 
hiLsk'i^^ which the ^wine did cat ; and yet there 
was no man that w uld taki‘ so much pity upon 
him as to gke unto him one morsel of food ; so 
sparing did the famine make them, and so much 
did every om; despise this foolish and scandalous 
prodigal. 

1 1 \nii wild And now the infamy and distress of his pro- 17 
i.imi tj inmseli, he ..itnation began to lead him into serious 
co: ‘•Kleratiori ; and coming to himM'l/f be so far 
recov ered bis reason, which bad before been 
dethroned and extinguished by the mad intoxi- 
cation of sensual pleasure, that he said in his 


nVr.'i— JW// hihl It/It) hl\ ^[rotiiuh ] Tliat 
3 ini, in such a constr'-ction, slioiiki bcivn- 
dpicfl 111 this mnnnci, Oic accurate El'orr 
h.i'. ^licviii hi a laiicfi nf voiiuncing lu- 
sl.iiiC' s. ( 'h-.i'r\. Vol. I p, 'J4H ) 

c Minni"! ini’in .thI di n',ii'''ahlc the 
(•iiHilniini'iil was J It I" ir.'f . 'lial aiMoni; 
the ancient (hcik'i, (he thef ;»><fncher(i 
ii.a- Idfiki'il upon as an nlViccr "t no innon- 
si(l<'i,il)!(* r.ink ; as cddniily .ippn^rs from 
jthc fu'ui! winch r,uin.\'iib ni.ikes ip th« 
Oilvssf^ but this wa' an .if}*' <»f grtaler 
h'l'iifincnt , tlie iiiiliappy youth was ohl'sc- 
n! In tend tlic swinCi lumscif; and if he be 
ptni' idiTCnl !is ajc's the aicrsmn of that 
natu'ii fi>r thu’ uncle in nti'mal mnsiKtnlPr 
till cinidOiViaii'nt ('cculiailv odious to him; 
awl prohaOly thisi;,ja’uinA.inctMi,is lIio-ph 


by our l/ird lo ippiesent hnn as reduc eil to 
tho niost \ik’ and t>er\ile state that eould 
be iinaonie h 

<1 fl nh thv sorrivbt Awi'v.] A latetran':- 
lation (after liniwii, yauherl, finti.t^, and 
many otheis) rende rs t?.* 
or the fruit ot the citnb t>ce, winch hutca 
mean, though swetftjsh kind of frnjt, in 
long enx»k'*d pods ; which bv some n c.it- 
led Jit. John’s biead ; but if the account 
winch .Sanbfiil hmi'Wjlf ghcs of it he tru‘’« 
swiiic would Iiirdlv h.'iseliecn'fpd with any 
thing hut the // p.irt of tin , m a time 
of c\trciQe faniiiie. J tlicielorp tlimisp to 
retain our verMim , but t.ike it, on tiu 
wM<‘, U),ha\c been the fruit of a tiec 
something of a wiM 'lif-iiut kind. 

Dn siiis,iti l>i 



Awakened dt last to a sense of hb folly ^ he returns horn. 


SECT own mind, Alas, ' on' many hired .^ei'vants \ntht 
Otxiii. family o* 7?ijyg(iod father have bread enough and 
to spare^ while / his clnld, who have known so 
Xv!^? 7 better days, am even perishing with fa^ 
mine, and am not thought worth my f'oofl by 
this unkind master to whom I havo^hired my- 
18 self! Whatever be the consequence of it, I 
am resolved that 1 will sit no longer in this mi- 
serable condition : but /tt'v/nmmcdiately 
and go to my father, if all my little remaining 
strength can carry me such a journey ; and, 
without vainly attempting an apology, I will say 
to him, O iny dear injured father, I humbly 
confess that / June si fined against xheigxQut (Jod 
'oi heaven* by a long course of vice and wicked- 
ness, and have been guilty also of the vilest be- 
haviour before thee, in abusing thy goodness, and 
1 9 grieving thee by my unnatural rebellion ; And, 
in cons(*(jiience of this, I am no more worthy to 
jbe called thy Ison, nor can I expect the f.i\our of 
being admitted into thy family on such terms a- 
gaiii; neverthelo^s, do not suffer me to perish, 
but rather mahe me as one of thine hired scr^ 
rfl'?i/.s,‘'and I will be contented for the futuni to 
liibonr and to fare as they do, so I may but live 
in thy sight. 

20 And accordingly he arose at that very instant, 
and set forward on his long joiirney, passing 
through all the stages of it with a firm resolu- 
tion, Providence taking rare for hissubsistonce, 
though he was obliged to beg his i'ay ; and at 
length he came to the neighbourhood of the 
house m which /«'? father dwelt. 

But xehile he xvas yet at a considerable dis^ 
lance, his father, who happened to be then Uxok- 
ing that way,,wmj him, and picseiitly knew him, 
disguised as he was ; and his bowels yearned 
over him, to see him in so wretched a condition : 
and immediately, as if tie had forgot tiie dignity 
of his own character, and ail the fujufjes he had 


said, How mariv hirril 
sm anis of rnyfallicr’>i 
ha\e bread enoiijrh 
and to and 1 

peii.sh With hmis:oi ' 


•Ifl I w'll arise, jiul 
go to rnv fathci, jnd 
vill s,u unto l.'in, 
I’athfr, I have sinii. d 
a'viio‘'t luMven, .nid 
b( fore thir, 


19 \nd am no ni'M I 
worihv to b( lmUmI 
tbv ‘■on . 111.1 kc UK- 

as one of Uiv liii'.’d 
siTsant'- 


CO And hi .11 0 
and oamt' to lus l.i- 

tllCT. — 


— lint vheri be wa>? 
\et a ?rcat wav oil, 
lii4 tatber iOLv, hnn, 
and had rompassion. 


* Sinnrd nirarmt the great <iod of hea- 
Tins was, a.s Dr Gtxxlman obseivi s. 
I [’arable of lb*- Prinligal, p 207), an ac- 
knowled^menl that his fathers yoke hail 
>0 /’rtoiy, that his throwing it oil had 
lueii .an ,icl of rebellion ag.iiniW Owl • and 
j* ‘■hewed alito that Iim heart wa-» toi.f lietl 
1 I v-'iis'*, not only of tb" f' k‘it the 


gnilt of Ill’S Conduct, nnil that the fear nf 
Oed heganjo rake ho'doflnm. 

t il/o/ir vie as One of ihiiie lut niter anti 
I1enri('iitioiiHtlii:-i,iiotb(‘iMii‘'(‘ sm bsen.mt 
fared worse than rilavc b ; but beoanse be u a 
hlireelf an hirnt ser\.int, and thofi’fore n,> 
ti)ral!\ eomparCfl ,hii own i'fthdftioM vitl 
fhOfi’ of Hut rank in lits fdber’^ i teiii; 



His father kindly receives him. 1 59 

and idn, and fell on received, mn to his child, and fell on his neck sbct.’ 

eager embrace, and U&nderly kissed him exxm 
"*"21 And tiie son with tears of joy. And thehn began to 
said iinto him, Fa-^l)is' humble acknowfed^e^ts, as he- before had xv. 21 
%r. I have* posed, and said unt^khn^ ^ abtised and 

mthv\ishTm^^ injured 1 am ^shamed to appear in thy 

no more worthy^ to pres^SlCe^^for such has^b^en rny vileness, that/ 
be called thy son. sinned ogoinst tbe Ood of heaven^ uidtfhe- 

fore iheCy andum no more woriky to bg coded 
antLo^ned as or to receive any token 

2 ^ But the father (,f |)jy favourable regards. Bnt^ before he could <22 
jlniig^lirh Um an end of the speech be intended, the 

roiict .iiid i)ut tt on compassionate fatket' turned, and said to his 
him, ind put a ring servants^ who weTf?*’ uow gathered roiind them, 
shuis on /Iil”ft’ot ^0 immediately into the house, and bring nut 
the best robe that is there, R and clothe him u'ith 
ifj and put a ring on his handy and sandals on 
his fee/y that my dear child may appear like 
Q5 Ami hnni hi- himsolf; Ict Others of you run to the Stall, 2) 
thci tiic fattud oalf and bring hither the fatted calf that is there, and 
*^'^l n kill it^ for a festival entertainment; and let us 

"'iC tius^\nv eat and he rheetfiU: For I esteem this as one2i 
son wa dead and is <,f the huppiest days of my life, and more joy- 
aiivn again, lu- «as |;y| bifth-day of ooc of my children ; . 

And Mn-v began to smoe this mif son, that was so long considered 
be iiieii^'. bN me as d'udj is restored to life ; • and he who 

was concluded to tie irrecoverably lost y is found ^ 

, so that i have renewed hope of comfort in him. 

And the whole house was filled with joy, and, 
having madfv.tlio entertainment ready, they be^ 

' gan to be cheeiful. 


e Thr hea Tohe 1 It isob6erv<*d bv Fcr- 
r.inns (ill* .Re A c‘-<Mar, lib. m «M[) 2*,) 
that iht* ftkn, 01 loni’ roht'f was i garment 
w li’ch SOI vant# ne\cr Moro; su that lust 
f.ither's ordering any -mi-'h garment, and 
f-sfU'OMlIy thr host,' 10 be bronght, was 
derlaiiiig’ in the most moving manner 
th.ii i Jii lie imagined, how tar he was 
{lorn intending to ti eat him like a ser- 
vant — 'lis inciitioiiiiig thu rittff and 
sli-.e^ spake the same l.iiijfiiaKc; i^many 
Ii'arnrd writers hai e ob'Crved S©& Wol- 
lin< ill loc 

I' 'Ac tast'd calf, andkillil^\ Flsrier 
' ivo'.ld render the woid 9v^aUi sacirjice li; 
irnl> iirg'iig tlmt it was cnfltoniary to of- 
iVi a sacri,ii(Ji' at the hui’h* nod siofawunps 
at the tinfixp'^cted icrovftry, o/ a child. 
(Sfc Msner, ObM-iv jj. 24'>, 'iiO.) .Jut 
no siu'h Siii-riticH w'a>^app('uiled uinoii(t 
fli* .J.'ttv, nor could any Ime been 


lawfully offered but at Jerusalem, which 
does not appear to have beefl the M-ene 
of this parable ; so that 1 c.\n see no just 
redson fur such a rendering 
• That veas dead, is resWrei to life ] Tt 
is by a veiv common and beautiful eni- 
Wein that VICIOUS persons aic repi evented 
as dead, both by sacred and profane au- 
thors; (compare 1 'Hin. v. 6; Eph ii. 1; 
V. U; Wolliusjn loc.) and the natural 
death of their children would be les.s 
grievous to pious patent*;, than to see 
them abaiidoned to suolrt course as thia 
young sinner look. —But to suppose .m 
iUIUMon here, to that statute, (Deut. xxi. 
18 — 21.) whK h condemned a disobed ent 
and rebeliiiMis -.on to death on the pio-.e» 
'CutipDuf bis parent', would in this ca'e 
be most unnatural, and utterly spoil lie- 
tendenif.''; and ^raoe wf Ibij speech 
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’ills elder brother repim%nd resefUs ii: 


Wlllllll 


SBCT. But while the younger son was thus received 
esExni into his father’s bouse, hi& iddsirson was abroad 3 ari/e came Vmi 
in the field; and m m his return lie approached div,w nigU to ihp 
the house, he the sound of music anddattf- *«“" 

' ing, and was surprised at the discovery of su<^ 

26 unusual iov. Jnd ofUing mie of tl^sei^anis , 26Airf ho called 

to come ‘to him, he mtaved of hior®*^ »w« nS^kediratXle 
the'^:^pinmg of these thti^Si and what could have things meant > 

27 occasioned this extraorainary rejoicing f Jnd And ho said 

he mill to him. It because ^yimiger brother ™,';‘ ta 

IS come home; and thy father so transported thv father hath kiiiod 
tviili joy at bia une:icpccted return, that he has the fatted calf, hi- 
Hkd tL fatted calf, and made a very splendid “““ 
entertainment, oecdMA'c Ae.'j^s received him i/t sound. 

go(ul health again, and found him happily re- 

28 Covered to a souse of his duty. And he was ss .-Vnd he mjs 

very angry at the kind reception of his brother, 
and resolved that he wouhi not go in, ^ ^ ‘ 

//is father therefore hearing he ivvas there, — Tiiortforc «’ain. 
anti being tdd he had discovered some iineusi- cj'^reaitd 
ness, came out with great condescension, and 
calmly eiil rented him to be pacified, and .to join 
with them in the festivities of the day. 

29 But, instead of rejoicing on so happy an oc- sy And be .mswci- 
casion, and running to embrace his penitent bro- 

ther^ he was still full of envv and resentment, vcaiscioisJn.-ti 

and replied to his father, Behold, 1 have served ncniici iiansgrc'. -.1 

thee these mam tiears, and even to this' day am * 

as careliif or thy allairs as ir thou wast my mas- yd thou l-iv- 

ter, rather than my father ; nor c^t thou say '5»t me a kid. th^r i 

I have at any time departed ‘from my duty, or 

irmutgressed thy cofnjhand; and yet thou liast^' ' 

never given me so much as that 1 mig^\ 

make an entertainment with ,Uw of jny select , ,' 

">Qfricnd < ; But as soon as ever-'^lSJ'J ifiy favourite so But ds soon .is 
son was come, who has, a.s much as in him lay, J.'3o J»ath 

devoured thy substance with harlots abroad, in a dt.i.„Irf>d thy iinn: 
long course of scandalous debaucheries, to liis '*'th boiiots, thuu 
own ruin, and the 'inlamy of the familv, 

JuiKt killed for h^th<\faf test calf, wdwiide him **' ‘‘‘ 

as ivelccine if he had 1)0011 the,?ii?^ dfitiful 
cIiiI^,upon earth. 

' I Avid, though his fatherjnstly might havvj tak** An i 1 h‘ sn'.d i.,i. . 
cn offence ar his iinheCDniino reply, yt^i, with 
uivat genilcMiess, he saiiltn him, Son, thdu art at- !Iud Vii\hat I h.m’ 
/uujs wiiJi we, audaxi every day receiving .some ' 

of mv kindness; vea. oH ihu. f have 


’'d f*n 
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blit is told by his father how ft it was to n^fbice. 

ns It was meet is in a manner thine, as thou art heir to the bulk sf.lt, 
inrnjsf and be estate : ^ But surely, on farther consider- cxxin. 

for tolls toy brother ^hou must acknowledge that it was fit '“pT^ 

was dead, and is should fiast and rmife to-day for this th^f xv si 

iilf a& fwair" ‘ lately' looltetl upo" 

’ as dead, ts^ as it wer|e.^iraculously made aliie 

'7 agahsi and he wko"iii0 lost to us all^ is now 
happily ; and will much better become 
thee, to join ,witli us in joy for his return, than 
thua pecvisbly\ip .quarrel with my indulgence to 
hiinl 

Now you wboi have heard this parable will 
easily see how itidccent tiiis conduct was, and 
how ungracious iljfi^gu re this elder brotlier makes 
in tny story. A/td 1 will assure you, that when 
you Pharisees murmur at tlie kindness sh( wii 
to the publicans, or even the Gentiles them- 
s:*lves,® on their ^ocere repentance, you act 
with as ill a grace, ‘and are the objects of still 
greater blame, in proportion to the degree m 
which mens eternal interests are more luipor- 
taut than those tliat relate merely to the prescMit 
stale. 


^ . I/l that } hf(ve li l/nne. J This is a 
iTiiitc'iial intinfiRtioii, mid sugg^^ts a 
n’lisou airaiiisst miirmiinn^ at the 
mrl'.lm riOL luwn to gr^at sinnars ; for 
. 1 ^ II »• jo>lul welcottif; that the father 
f:.ni tliib vuung^r son did not incline 
him to disinht'rit tho dder brother, So 
iinilit r Hill iiod, out of a partial fond* 
Ill'll I'oi rcmurkublc penitent^ laisothem 
to a state of gloiy superior to that of 
thu-:c who iiiive un the whole made a 
gnater propu-s in bulmess, and donh 
hiiu more cOit'iUiit and faithful serviettl,' 
I !kis Ikjf hiofhir J 'I'baie is a lovely 
opposition b tween this and the ."JO"* 
\nsp • the dder sun had there indeceot- 
h s.iid, ! hy. tilt/ ton ; the lather in hii 
replx l» ndeilv s.vj's, 7A«i///y/iro<An. And 
It i*j n inovini? iiitiinatioii, that tbc best 
of men omjht to look upon tlSe most a* 
oaiidoiK'd Mrniers asm sotce tWr 
briMhren still , anddiould efijMlci^ly re- 
member the lelntio'i, when there ap- 
IK'.u-s ,.ny iiiclinalion to return. 

fo tbc publicans,, or e\en the Ceti- 
t i l< s IhcmH' i \'es j Maw commentators 
Ji MC ciuisidt r(d I Ins patable in a liewof 


peculiar appIiCaliop to the .Jews and Gcn- 
riles and ha^e observed, that the mur- 
murs of the Jews against the apostles lor 
preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, {'■ee 
Acts xiii. 43 — 50 i xxii. 21, 22, .nid 1 
ITies. 11 . lo;) are repre'^cnled by the 
Conduct of tiu* elder brother. — ^Thi^ w.i-? 
certatnly a CasC compretienfled m our 
lord's dfstgnj but he undoubtedij bad 
8.7inethmg more in his intention, ib 
meant Co shew, that b.id tbe riiariscc.H 
htun aa eminently .good aa- they them- 
itetves pretended to be> yet it had i>een 
werv iinw’oitbv ihrir charactci to take 
oHuicrat the kind treatment which anv 
sincere penitent might’ receive. Thn*? 
dtww he here, and in many |»arallel trxts, 
('(.ndcinu thmf conduct on tbc'ii own 
principles , thbugh elsewbore, on proper 
ocoftsnons, he sbewa tbe faUchood of those 
prtoei)plUa. and plainly deposes their hy- 
pocriay and guilt. 'I bus tbc judicious 
t'alviti states the ihatter ; and it Is 
strange so ihany leanied writers should 
bavej^tzled themselves tnd their read- 
ns in VO clear a case. 


VI )1 If 
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Rejections on the follii of sinners^ and 


m 


IMPROVEMENT. 

SECT. 1 ,eT us hero behold, with all due attention, tl^e moving rc- 
'CxxiH. presentation which our gracious lledeemer makes, of the folly of 
'"'*'^.w’;iwt'?'5,and the compassions oj God; compassionsi which he de- 
scribes as one w ho himself felt them,,i^id who in this respect, 
as well as otlu rs', was ih^ express ima^if^ his Fcdker, 

We ha\e liefore us in tins pa' able, a lively emblem of the 
character and cinidition of smne^s^^n their, fallen state. They 
are tiius impatient of the inosttj|.i^pssary r^raiijts; thu.s fondly 
Vcr. 12. conceited of their men wisdom; and thus, when enriched by the 
hoimtios of the great common Father, do they ungratefully rim 
frr'in him, and say unto God, Dcpatl froin tti*, jor we desire not 
\:i file knowledge of thy ways; (Job. xx'i. 14) Sensual pleasures 
arc eagerly sought ; and perhaps all their earthly possessions and 
hopes are quickly paid as the price of them. While the means 
14 of obtaining those pleasures continue, not a serinUs ihouphl of 
Goti can find a place in thejr mind.s: and th<*n, )>erliaps, ajlic- 
tlons^ heavy and complicated afflictions, come upon them; vet 
IvV, IbcviMi under that pressure they will oft^n make very hard shifts 
before they will be [>ersuaded to think of a return; till at length 
divine grace, working in concurrence with Providence, brings 
them to a better temper. 

17 When they see themselves naked and indigent, enslaved and 
undone; when they come h tkemselvesy and recover the exercise 
of their reason, improving it to the only purposes for wh'cli it 
" would,have been worth while to have received it;— then they 
feel the pangs of penitential remorse: then they remember the 
1^, blessings they have lo.^t, and attend to the misery they hnvi' in- 
emred. And hereupon they are-* humbly to confess 

their folly, and to prostrate themselves in the presence of their 
heavenly Father: they put the resolution immediately into jirac- 
tire; they arise and go unto him,.;,, 

^0 But oh, let us behold with wpri^i^r .Tud pleasure tlie gracious' 
reception they find from Divine ’ifijmfed' goodness ! He sees them 
afar off; he pities, humects, znd embraces them; he interrupts 
tbcir complaints and acknowledgments with tokens of his re- 
turning favour. Ia£phraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child 
for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remember him still 
therefore my bowels are troubled for J will surely Itax e 
‘ merry upon him, saitk the Lmd; 20.) Thus does 

God welcome the humble penitent; thus does he open the 
arms of hia love to enibface him, and the treasures of his 
22, 2.3 bounty to enrich him. He arrays him with'tAf robe of a Re- 
deemer'' s righteousness, dmssas him in the ornaments of 
hfing grace, honours him with 'the tokens of adopting love, 



the kimlntss o/trod to reluming proUigaL 

dn'd invests him with the glorious privileges and imiupnities of his srer. 
children. And all thiyhe dos^s with unutterable ([/f-AJg A/: Ac ^xxiu. 
rejoices over him withjo\j\ he rests in hi^ iovCf and, as it were, 
rejoices over kv^mtk singing t (Zeph. iii. n;) and this' is the * 
•joyful language of the song, My children, that were dead, are 
alive again; aiid thougl|lthey were lost, they are found. 

Let hoav;^Ti i^nd ea^rtn unite in the^rwand echo back the song. 25, 32 
Let no elder ^^oMermurmur at the indulgence with whiefejihese 
prodigals are treatee; but '^ther welcome them back Into the 
family, and even encourage eVi^y thing that looks like a dispo- 
sition to return to it. And Jet those who have been thus re- 
ceived, wander no more : but rather let tlicm emulate the strict* 
est piety of those who, for mdny ^ears htLve served their heaven- 
li/ Father, without having in any'hotorious instances transgres- 
sed his commandments. 


SECT. C>p{lV. 

Christ delivers the parable of the unjust steward,. and reprirces 
the Pharisees for iheir Cwetousness and hvpocrisy, l.ukc 
XVI. 1—18. 


IVKP XVI 1. 
A'" lie said also 
' * mit ihi'ilfcnjlc', 
TIiok* was ,1 ccit.iin 
rtcli m.iii wiiioli had 
.1 sU'ward . and the 
s.mn' w.is (leciibpd 
miio liiin, that he 
li.id wastLed his g'wds. 


•i A ad. Ji€ oalJrd 
Jiiin, niid ^aid unto 
hull flow Is it that 
[ I'car tins nf ihee > 
rill account of 
tliv Mtew irdship : fui' 
Miou may est be no 
longer itewaid. 


lokeXVLi. 

QUR Lord then spake another parable, by sect. 

which he intended to convince his hearers < xxiv. 
of the necessity of making a right use of their 
worldly enjoyments: and, having before rebuk- 
cd the Pharisees for theii envious and uncha- 
ritable temper, he said also to his disciples, that 
were about him, There was a certain rich man 
who hada steward, \i\ wliom he had long put great 
confidence: and^Ji^ was at last accused to him, 
as having waited his goods which had been in- 
trusted to b|a\care. ^nd calling him, he said 2 
unto hini, IVhat is this strange account that J 
hear of Ma ? Can it be true that thou hast act- 
ed so unjust and base a part? Give an imme- 
diate apdf exact account of thine administration 
an<i management in this office^ for thou canst 
be no longer steward, with any honour to thy- 
self, or satisfaction to me, while thou coutiiui- 
est under such imputations and suspicions as 
these. ^ 


1 IVn th.‘ slew— upoii this, as .might he well imagined, 3 
Hfil said rt’itiiin him- the Steward was much alarmed, iiml said within 
himself, in the reasonings of iiis own mind, 
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Tlia parable of the mjuk slewari. 


" ^^CT. IVhul shall J[<lo \n tbii unhappy ^tualioji of my 
r.xxiv. affairs? for my lord iytakifkg a'O^ my sUward’ 
and witiiit I shqlRlose my subisuiteiice. I 
.-S^iWamnot able to dig. Or tn apply myself to any 
other laUorious work of husbandry nor can 1 
expect, under this load of infamy, to be^i^rusted 
by another in the businei|a I. have bea^^accus- 
tonie<^ to; [and] 1 w utterly asfamed to kg 
my Wfd., after having lived ha^omely in 
4 the world thus lung. And, a pause,' he 
added, I have ai length bethought myself, ahd 
m»w know lefkat / mil do; an expeihent offers 
itsi’U to my mind by winch 1 may secure my- 
self friends, so thaU when I dots remolded frpm 
my office y thn/inay receive me into their houses. 
:> Andy in pursuance of this scheme, having cal- 
led every one of his lord's debtors to hint whom 
lie could hope to oblige by sQbfraudulent a propo- 
I'a', he determined to lower the several articles in 
his book which, stood chargeable to* the account 
of each; and said, for insiance, to tfHrfirsty'Bo'w 
^mudi owest thou to my lord? And he said, 
an hundred baths oj oil.^ And he md to him, 
Take thy bill, in which thou hast acknowledg- 
ed the receipt of it,® anfl sit down directly, 


self,What.shaUl<io> 
fjr my lord taketh 
away from me the 
Stevardslup: I'can^ 
n^t to beg I auk 


4 1 am resolved 
what to de, that when 
I am put out of the 
stewardship, they, 
may reocue me in- 
to tlieir houses. 


5 So he Called eve- 
ry one of his lord’s 
debtor>. untnhirn, and 
said iiiito the first, 

I low much owcst 
thou unto my l(trd> 
f) And lie said, An 
hundred measure'* tf 
Oil. And he said un- 
to him, Take thy 
bill, and sit down 
quickly and write 
fifty. 


^ ram mt ahlc to digs or to apply my- tioned iit tfift next \erse, is the 'I13, cor, 
^df to— 'husbandry.] Raphehus, (Aonot, orAonerioftlieH^ebrews, containing about 
ex Xcn. p. t0+, 105,) apd Eisner, (Ob- eight,bushelsilDdahalf,Winehe^t. i m. a- 
a.erv. Vol I. p. S^l.) have '.hewn that the q he word Itumer being familiai to 

word <raax1uv signifies in general, /o cttfh- an kngbsb ear, l have retained n in the 
t lie the land, and especiaUy toptepare ttfoT ve^ion. This bumtr contains ten -iiluhs, 
,u\l , which was one of the most labonoii* or b^bs, (Ezek. xJv. 1 1 , 1 4 J and eaeli of 
, parts of the hubbaodman's work in whic^ ^,tbe«fe Ia«er, teivoipers, (Hxod xvi. 36.) 
day labourers wore employed} and co^r^,’^enty homers, yhlch Im- allowed thu 
scquently most fit to be mentioned: byfc'fi^tor to deduct, would on this compn- 
this steward, who having been, used Cfwitaiii I'lO bushels ol’ wheat and 

delicate and luxuiious nay of liyirtg^ '‘^bthaas valuable as fifty baths, o» 
Mould naturally think of such a change ai>ont 378 gallons of oil; so that the 
of life 111 the most discpnr^iog view, obligation conferred. on both these debt- 
'i he expression, vx taxw, Jam nut eWe, ors loight be equal, 
or strong enough, to dcrit, has also a pe- c 7b/fcr th>f bxUu in which thou hast ae- 
c ulior licauty in this viewj^hich is lost knowMged the receipt of iL] 1 bis bill 
in our. translation, aqrf'.,ltt most mbWS. pi^abE^ waacomething eqiiivaUiit to a 
b /in hmilred Laths qf iwV,] Hi® Greek nhte uodeie fells hand, acknowledging the 
wend 19 evidently derived from the of so much oif and promising 

Hebrew D'/TS, which wc render Laths in payment for it. The alleration of this, 
iheOld Teetntnent. (1 Kings vU. 26 ; 2 pla'inly shews Hqw much Dr. 6 ark e is 
Chron. ii, 10, Ezra vii. According mistaken in supposing the steward did no 
lo Bishop Cumlierbiid It contained aliout wrong U^bis master in this aflair, but only 
’■.oven ualhm^tUo quarts, and half a pint, gave the dfhtor^ tbp «al<ie ofwb^the set 
f^ompafp Joseph. Aiitiq. Iib. vUi* cap. 2, off out of his own stock, he undertaking 
o/iekeat, men- to pay lus lord. Sec Dir, ClarkeV Sermon'. 



The wisdM sfiavrt by the ehUdrai of this world. 


and write ^notiier, in ^hich thou sbalt acknow- 
ledge the receijit of but and I will alter cxxi\, 
7 Then said he to my book agreeable to that. Then he said to' 
thott > hew much dost thou owe ? Ami he 

And he said, An ^did. An hundred homcTS of wheat. And he says 
iiiiniired measurtis ^ to him^' Toke thy bili bacK, and write do^vn an 

of and re- 

bill, and write hw- member hqv^ easy I Rive made thine account. 

j . 1 - . wben’7Ae master heard nf it* thouth he g 

coLJUded '•'“I'* 0*;* bufte-sensiblo that it was an act of 
luht sU’wani, because great injusticej yet he praised the unjust stew- 
he had dune wisely : avd^ OS having done prudnitty however, an<l 

S's wllrid aw'I^he°J .o?' an artfulexpcdiem for his subsistence, 
generation wii.er than hy making fnefinS, who might shelter him for 
uie children of light, the present, and perhaps recommend him to 
some new trust, in hopes of sharing a^ain in 
the spoils of his dishonesty. And thusy said the 
blessed JcsiiR when he had" concluded the par- 
able, the children of this world are wiser ii; 
their way generation that is, they goner* 
ally act a more prudent part with respect to their 
secular interests, than even those who may be 
Cd\M the children oj light y or than .good men 
themselves, who are enlightened by God to see 
where their true happiness lies, do with respect 
to theirs, which are so much more important ; 
(compare John xii. l Thes v. 5; and Eph. 

V. 8); for they seldom appear so thoughtful and 
active in the great concerns of religion, as worldly 
men .are in pursuit of the momentary and pre - 
carious possessions of this present life. 

vo„?»hkc to vS! *'» yo^>. Endeavour to mateg 

wives inends of the yourselves smfrmids With these riches which 
may not improp^y be called the unrighteous or 
deceitful mamstnosi* (as so little conhdence can be 


Vol. in. p. 28.5.) Por not to say how im- 
probable It IS that thn: bankrupt bhould be 
able or willing to make such a considerable 
prcMint, ft is plain that, if he bad intend- 
ed it, he «ouid have let the account re- 
main unaltercHl. But by the bxchabge of 
bills, he cunningly made each of the debt- 
ors an accompliec with liifn it\ dt fmuding 
hi!> lord, and thereby provided against a 
discovery. 

<1 In ihfir (^eneTatim.\ It here signides 
affairsy dr actions ; as Oen. vi. 9 ; Jlxxvii 3, 

* 'f hi unrifrfilcous or <iecc\lM mammn,\ 
Nothing c;uj be more contrary to thewbolu 


genius of the Christian religion thantu ima- 
gine that our Lord would exhort men to 
Iby out their ill gotten goodt in workii ut 
chanty t wbon justice so evidently required 
they should make restitution lu tiie utmusl 
of their abilities. — Mammony or wealthy is 
here called unrigkleouSy or dec&tfuly on ac- 
count of its being so apt to fait the expecta> 
tioD nf the owners ; and in that view, i> op- 
posed to, ver. W—lhemum. 
mon qf unrighteousness is plainly such a Jit- 
hratsm as Uie ifewatd (/ unughUiiUsttcssy 
ver. 8, and the judge of unnghteounH’Siy 
chap. \>iii {J, Gt. whioh our traul^toi^- 



*l66 A faithful improvement should he made of our riches. 


REOT. reposed in them); that when ym fatly and die mammon of unrlsh- 
Vxxiv. out of recemvouinto ever- 

lasting habitations^ and you may fir 0ver enjoy cene you mto eva- 
Svj *^9 the reward of your pious charity and love, ih M"is 
an everlastinfj iViendship with all those truly 
worthy persons who have beeif relievel^y it. 

1 0 Let this ox liortation be regarded , notsonly l)y lo He tiiat is f.nth. 

those that abound m wealth, but by all others: '» 
hvhi wK acting 01 . strict ^licipjes of into- .t,’ 

, griry and ])iety , tsjailnjul in tkgs^mest [/r«.v/] , „ „n,„,t in tho loasi, 
■iSy and would in fact appear f ait If ut a Iso in isiiujuNiaKonuniidi, 

one of much greater importance if it w.ere com- 
Tnutcd to him; ami he whout^ijnst in the least 


iiMttcr, 2 v, if lie can attempt it wnh views of 
impunity, unjuat also in muck. 

1 1 Jj therefore it appears that you have w)t been 
faithjulin the management of the unrighteous or 
(leceiil'nl mammony as I before called those pre- 
carious trea.snres, who icill intrust you with the 
'\2tviu‘ \richcs]? Ami I repeat it again,ri/.y' u have 
not been faithful in what was really ahothefs and 
only was committed to your cave and manage- 
ment fur a little while; who do you tlnuk will 
gixe \jon [that which shall be] your own bv an 
unalienable right and eternal possession You 
cannot sure expect so high a reward without a 
behaviour correspondent to it. , ' ' . 

* 3 But, as I formerly have said, I tell you now 
again, No domestic whatever can serve two dif- 
ferent masters ; for he assuredly mill either hate 
and despise the ontty and love the other ; or at 
least he will adhere to the consjnands of the oncy 
and neglectxho^oof \he other : manner; 

you faithfully G^^Ufd yet at the 

same time be the servants of having 


II If tlUTtfoiO ye 
iia\(' ilof Iwi-n fhifli- 
fiil inUic iiniiirlitfoii'. 
inaitiirifjii, who uj|l 
counuit lo your triisit 
Ih'* tiiu- /H/<e. f 
]'i Au'I it yo luni 
not b eu faithful m 
that wiiii'h Is iMothei 
mail’s, who shnll i;i\(' 
you lliai vkhiih i- 
your ow'Ti > 


1 5 No ''Pi ^ >ini i.ui 

servp lu.) maMMs 
for erlii’i he will h.iti 
the one, and !o\ < ij-i 
othtr; or eKi* In* v-ill 
hold to the one, ami 
^s|fisi‘lhPother, Y. 
cannot serve (Jod and 
mamuioii. 


l.a\e with pnlVct fidelity chanced into the 
tihjUsf slcivurd anA the u^iii juf!"e ; and 
t.ad tin y taken the ‘same liberty in many 
othei ] daces, they had mtuHi many scrip- 
tures plainer than they noiit a]<pcar to. an 
English rcaik r — Sec Eltlner, 6hser\ . Vol. 
J. p. 2.Vi, whore he has shewn that a^iHu* 
si'inthes uufoiihfulnesSt on whu h account it 
Is ofti n opposed 1 1 lyu//i Coiii{iare fJoni. 
I. lb, II S, and Ittut. mx. IDj Mic- m. 
J‘2. lUhr. 

‘ V/io/ fi. '.cii you Ini/, and die ontol inn 
woi 111 J It IS V ith appient propriety that 
our Lord ‘Uggest^ the tlioii«hi»of duifk 


as an and^te agaimt co"i Inuyhc^^ Sti .iiv .* 
It IS, that sdniiny on the \cty Ixudi is ot 
the gra\Q tchonld’he viwietehedly ensiju d 
to that yftjjeiihoiiahle passion ' 

6 J^f i/ntt have not bnu fuil/iful i/i iJ.iit 
xaas aaQt/i0t*'i', &c. J 'Hns i*- well expu -si'd, 
fhdngh hot exactly rendered, in the version 
of 1727. fjf ywi have t-'ihmled rthif 
anpUtei ^ave yov m ti ust, has tiirf be (:n . 
yotiun i‘ifrite m perjietuiii/ >! It pihb.ibli 
alhidcs to a custom of rewanling tnithtul 
iftfew-awls, by giving Ihem some part of th* 
estate they have managed 



The covetous Pharisees deriding him, are reproved. 167 

your hearts .engrosecl by worldly .iotercsis and sect., 
pursuits. (Coi^pare Mat. vi. 24, Vol. I. p. 2:37.) t'xxm 
14 And tho Pha- Jftd the Phaiisees ahm, who were extreuiclv 

-stood by and hem'd all thise things'; xv" 
tiu'sc things: and ««« tfiey contemptuously derided as a poor 
Miey derided him.; visionory, who uid iM>t Understand human life, 
or only' appeared io di^pise the world, .because 
(as they supposed) it was out^of his rea^h* 

Li And ho said Afid he sdidio them, foM Phan sees, ar# Mn/i; 
ti"ey wS \nstify that justify ^omtlves beforevmi, and find out 
yourselves before a great many plausible exeunt s for possessing 
men, but f.'od know- and pursuin the world as you do; but (rad 
iVlnghK /^'"otesyour 'karris, and-knows that it is not by 
osteeme.i amor lovc to him, blit to yoiirs(dv€s, that you arc aiii- 
nii'i , IS ai)f,niiii.ition mated, evcii in the most specious and pompons 
oi flit- fight ot fiod of your actions; pr that which A* highly es- 
teemed among men A, in iuan\ instances^ an 
abomimlion before God, who obs(>rves the \ile 
purposes from which it oftiMi proceeds, and can- 
not be imposed upon by any glittering misre- 

16 The law and presentation or disguise. (Compare i Sam. 

iheprophctftitrtf un- a di.spt*nsation is now opening upon I 

time till kmcd.im of world wliich Will put you to deserved shame; 

(Jodis pit-ached, and for the l(iw and the prophets fwere] ilie only 
Hito'it”^^ ' l>rcsj»etJi Divine revelation among you until John the 
Baptist appeared ; hut from that time the king- 
dom of God is publicly and plainly preached, 
and every one forces his way into it;^ lor con- 
siderable numbers, notwithstanding ail } our so- 
phistry, stand well disposed to receive it, and 
are willing to secure its blessings at any latc. 

17 And it is easiier (Compare Mat xi 12, 13, Vol. I. p. 320.) Velv 

for heaven and earth 1 would not fib Understood as il I intended bv 
of ' wliat I say to' pot any slight on former rcvcla'- 

tions ; for I ratner, establish and vindicate them, 
and again declare it' to you as a most solemn 
trutli, Thai it is much easier for heaven and curt h 
to pass away, and the whole system of created 
nature to be desti;oyed, than for one tittle of the 
law of God to fail, or the least precept oi it to 


ih'rnled lim,] The word 
l ‘ might more exactly be rcudfir- 
td, (/,(fy sneiifJ, There was a gravity 
.Old dignity in our l-ord’a discourse 
which, insolent as tliey wore, would not 
pefmi.t them to taugh out ; but by some 
ebornful air they hinted to each other 
their nuitiiul eoDtempt : and they have, 
•so doubt, •'Criously answered for it, fi'- 


others of their temper and character 
will, 

‘ Fonts his Kaij into //, fi; mJfiV /3.r.- 
Sonic think this iiitiinate>, th.it 
thoao who should ha\e been leadu st to 
s^en the dc-vr, rather attempted to keep 
them out it. certainly implic'^ that thei^ 
wer** string obstacles m the waj 



16S Refiecliom on € iue mprovement of our stewardship. 

SECT, be set aside as faulty. (See Mat. v. IS, Vol. I, 
cxxiv n. 214.) And, far tVom doing' i|tty thing to les- JSWhosoeyeruiit- 
^-^^sen or abate the tcH-ceof it, I nitber^ett it tn *1,“: 

XVL igit* utmost extent and sfHrituality ; insomuch tftqr, commiiteth 
that you know I have before declared, notwitb* adultery: ami who-- 
standing ^1 jonr boasteij, Mdangej^ 'f®- St" 

(JitioQs, that Au and from her husband, 

metnies another^ unless it be oeiiccount ot a committeth adui- 

brea^jh of tlie most fundament^ Wticle of the ■ 

marriegc-covenant, commis.. f^dulfery ; (^nd 

^i'l/owtirr marries her that is.-fui Gwai/ from 

her former husbakd for^ny less important cause, 

fohnnits adultery with b«r> 3S rfip first contract 

^tiil continues m fmee, by wWch she is the wife 

of ciMOtlier. [Compare Mat. v. 32, Vol. J. 

p. 230.) 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Ver. 8 TVI^y {he n'isflnm of the children *f thi^ world in thenr compara- 
tively trifling concerns, excite a holy- emulation in the children 
of light ! h it not much better wdrth our while to employ all 
the attention of oqr thgughts in observing opportunities for the 
good of our souls, and to exert all the force of our resolutions 
in improving them, than to /tf/;our merely for the meat whit h 
9 perishes, for tliat deceitful mammm, that trcacberou.s friend y 
which will at best only amuse us for a few years, and will fur cvci 
forsake us in our greatest extremity, , * 

1, 2 Let us take occasion, from this to think how soon we 

must part with all ogr present possessions ; bow soon we must 
give an aceount of our respective stewardships as those who must 
be no longer stewards. Let ys therefore manage them in such .i 
manner as may ftiOst cffectu^l^ pfdtnote the great purposes ol' 
our everlasting happiness. To tbis; end, let remember how 
absolutely necessary it is that .a^.'^j»ound m works of charily and 
henevolenc^y and that we entfeajrbitt' to abstract our hearts from 
an ovLT-eager attachment tO'tliese‘fy/rt^'' vonilies ; for surely ili** 
trifli s of earth are no butter. Let Us not imagine that our parii- 
cular address can fipd out the secret of setting God and mammony 
13 since Christ reprctwdiits it as ,an.impos.sibihty and contradiction. 

10, 12 May we he loymL/aiVVvf in w^r;. Gbq has comnmied to ii.s, 
wdicther it be little much ; and govern ourselves, not by tiie 
maxims of this vain world, but by those of the gospti ! And if 
* '1 the same temper that led covetous Pharisees to deride ovr 
Lordj engage the children of this world to pour contempt upon 
us as Visionaries and (Mhustashy wo have touch greater reason to 
ne grieved for them thah for oiir.sefvesi Their censures cito be 



The parptble qf the rich mm md Lazarus, 
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matter of but little account to uf, when wa consitier that the 
things which arc higld^ €$teem^ by wi<f/t,are often m abimm- cx\iv, 
ation in the sight Cxitd* His h/itf is sacred, and the constitu- 
tions of his kingdom are malterahk: ma^.tbe temper of our 
‘ atiinds be so altered 'and disposed as mav suit it ! For another day, ’ 
and another world, will shew tha^ real Chris tiamty is* the only 
wisdom; and that all tlie^c^huejncnts huipan policy without 
it are but specious madness ad^^i^orious ruin ! 


,SECt:."CXXV, 

Oar Lordy to enforce the preceding adirmitiony delivers the para- 
ble of the rich glutton aiul Lazarus- Luke XVI. I9, to the end. 

iukfXVI. 19. LUK£Xyi.l9. 

''[Mir, RE w as a c'( r* his hearers might be more etlcctually sect. 

tain rich iiian, dissuudcd ffom. addicting themselres to exxv. 


uI'ptvpl't.d'K “Pf* I Uk, 

ucu.audfaredsunip- added another parable, which might have been ^vi. i 9 
evi'ry day. sufticieiU td conviiice the covetous Pharisees of ^ 
their madness in deriding what he bad before 
said. And he addressed himself to them in 
words to tills, effect: There vm a certain rich 
mmi who lived in the greatest elegance and 
pomp i for he wore robes of purple^ and vests of 
Jine linen, and daily feasted in a very splendid 
•.'And there B-as and luxurious manner. And there was in the 20 
iMnnT*'” placu^ Certain poor man named Lazarus,^ 

Bhich BUS laid atiiM a pmoi) of eminent piety, but in the ut- 

£Ate fidi of sores, most Hid igW^e and distress; wjAo being unable 
to labour, orso much as to walk, u as laid down 
at his gate, the rich roan’s charity ; and 
all his body oeipg full of sores and ulcers, he 
Ji And dPMrinfc* xvas a lUQSt ud^^ttblc spectacle; And, being 21 
fj bo fed with the almost famished with hiinffcr, he earnestly de- 
sired to be fed, if it were but with the crumbs 


■* ./ certuiH paw m(f.n named Laiaruu] 
All L‘\cec<liiig proper narif)'-, whi«h seetns 
(ab I,ud. CapelluA obscrir(i;$) to be derir-' 
k'd from TM? ttVi Lo mer, au^ ^ijfniflcs a 
helpless poison ; au etyiooloj^y on all ic- 
coiiuta inncb luurc uaUiral than that bo 
^' cnerally foiloued, which derM eb ii from 
h'.hrzer, Ood is my helper. — Some liAVO 
itiiaj^inod, from the uame of Jazarub, and 
the ^atUcuLir dctnii of circumstances, 


that this was an history, rather than a pa- 
rable j but this must be a groundless siip-> 
positiori, as it vt plain the incidents are 
parabolical. But the cr)tu’l^nl of lai- 
rneirus, who explains it as a mystical 
representation of the Jewish and Gentile 
church, IB far mor^ extravagant. — Dr. 
1,ightf<M.t, aud olhciB, ba\u shewn, tliat 
the Jews in their Gemora have a pjiuble 
much to the same purpose. 
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Tfi€ difference hetxceen them tvhen they died, 

«EtT. which fell from the rich manCs table ; yea, he <’»unjbs .which fell 
cxxv. was in so exposed and abandoniki a condition, tihle 

the very do^ tame and licked'’ his sores dnps camo an^iick*^ 
'^*^*^^* uncovore 4 ii* the open air* ' ed his sores. 

oo But so it wfisy that in a litllc time the poor 22 And it camo to 
“"^ggar, worn out wkh tlie lo»a of so ^ata w- Sw.’aK'IS 
lamity, died; atidy beiiig a favourite 0 heaven, by tiie angels mto 
notwithstanding^ ail his distresses bn earth, he bosom; 

iy a^tls into Abrihmtilo bosonn., the ii“, *ia“ 

abode of nappy spirits in a separate state (he 
rich man also diVd quickly aft^ him; for all his 
riches were not'sufncienC to procure the least 
continuance of his life ; and lie was ^buried with 
1:3 great funeral solemnity and' pomp. But ob- sn And in hciihc 
serve the difference of their circumstances be- 
yond the grave. This poor sensual creature 
waa by God*s righteous vengeance condemned 
to everlasting misery ; and in the mscen'worldy'^ 

• '» Yea, the tame and hdted hn fom.] assign giiid("5 to the souU of the dead, to 
TIad the connection in the onc^inal been conduct them to tlieir rc^pf ctive .scat- 
attended to, I think tiioic could have —ft is strange any should render tov X9\- 
bceii no debate among commcntalcu's, irov w A^pa/x, Ahiakam*s kwer, or (with 
\vlictlier this «cm mentioned as an alle- Jac. Capelins) Abriihum's hnen. Oui 
Tiation, or an addition to his calamity, translation is in all respeotb much uiok 
F or however lenient and healing the just. Italludcstothewayofrepiesciil- 
tonguc of a dog may be in such ca^'cs, irig the entertain men Is of JioaM'n, by 
the words auut xnt should be rendered, sharing a magnificcnl banquet n lib Abia- 
yea; as F.rasmus, ne/,a .Schniidiu-, and ham aQd,t,he other patriarchs, (compare 
Calvin cuntcDd, and j^bovc all, (l.ipheliu9 Mat. vhi. and Luke xxii. 50 ) And 
abundantly proves. (Aniiot. cx Xcn. nothing can better describe the boiionr 
ji. lOi), 107.) The circimistanop IS sure- and happiness of Lazauis, v ho had lam 
iy recorded, to shew that his ulcers lay m so wretrbed a condi'iou befoie Uu’ 
bare, and wt re not (asisaiaii in another glajtton’s gate, than telling us that he was 
rase expresses it, chap, i, 6.) either chi- placed next to Abraham, and so lay m 
I'd, or bound up, or molhfied vxth ointment, bis -bovom. (COmi'^'^ ■^^bn xiii. 23, 
— Some venions add, that no man |pae< .geeL cixx.) Thus Casaubon and flro- 
nnfohim; which OroUus thiuk:> is mtj- tigs well explain it. — As for/Ac wnn’i 
mated in iiis vushtng to be fed mtk Ae teeing hm there, Mr. L’Knfaiit thinks the 
frumbs which llte dngt used to gath^fj' \J«W3 borrowed thi!> manner of spe.iking 
(Mat. x\. 97.) If so, it was with stngu- from the Greek.s, who described the uah 
lac ])iopr'rty that he who denied acrumb of the Liested as separated frum those i>t the 
is represented as unable to obtain a-dn^p j damned by a great impa&sable rivt / , tnun 
but as It I.S not expressed^ in the Greek, the opposite banks of which they imglit 
either here, or in Abraham's reply, I did couver!>e,, Many of them also expirs^- 
iint choose t) insert it.-r-Gi\ing alms will 1^, speak of a great cha.sm interposed, 
be no bccunty to those that iiVe a sen- ItceFlbncr, t>Wrv. \ ol I. p. 936, 237; 
siial life ' ,ind 6totih5 in loc. 

® t'ariicd hyimgcisinhAbrn/iands Aoniwr.] ^ In tke vnteen utorld ] This seems pc- 
Tlic Jews assign this 'ilbce to augets (sec nerally the <ense of the Gieek wind, 
l)iin>iiis in loc.) and, no do'.bt, with the as nao observed before, in note ^ 

utmost propriety, considering liow suit- on Mat. xvi. Ifl, Vol. I p 56b. — both 
able it IS to thejr brneMili pt natun and iheiich man uid f^zarus were in fiadis, 
to thf* fircnmst.inro'. of a departed «pint. though in different regions of it Sec 
'1 lie Greeks (as Elsnci, Obsrrv. Vol. 1. Grotius’i. learn'd and judicions n-tl' 

P "33, .uul manv others h ob.-erxcd^ hop*. 



The rich man begs for a drop of water to cool his tongue 17 i 

lift upbjseyes, being being in the midst of torments^ apfgravated by sect. 

Atoll rSj?'>‘heiDdul^«anddelkacy of his former 
off, and Lazshus m hie» he lifted up his weepi^jg and despairing 
his bosom. anU saw /Ibraham from (far f and the poor^Yj 

despised Lazai'us lying hi his bosomy as a newly 
i^eceived guest a^'thc heavenly banquet, placed 
next the^sithef, of the faithful himself. 

24 And he crieti, And callihpbut With the greatest earnestness 24 - 
and i,aui, Father A- and impor^nitv^ he saidy u father Abrethamy 
have «<«./, poof unhappy- de- 

7auj., Hut be may sccndaiit of thifl?, and send Lazarus, not to reach 
dip the tip of hh fin- out to me any of the dainties of heaven, for I 

® ,“"'y 

1 am tormented in to bring me a little Water; and if I may not have 
iii-s flame. a draught of it, I should be thankful if he might 

be permitted to dip the tip of his finger in water 
lo refresh my iongucy^ though it were but for a 
moment ; for 1 am so toi'menied in this fiamCy 
that it excites an intolerable thirst, which is con- 
tinually raging and preying on my very soul. , 

2 j Tint Abraham Blit Abraham saidy with awful and inflexible js 5 
-Aid, Son, remomher severity, Son, remember the former days when 
time* 'rco "wist thy Lazarus w'cre upon earth, that thou 

goixf things, and Jike- didst then til thy HfeMme receive (ky good things 
w Li/arux evil which thou w'Est SO foolish as to choose for thy 
‘omlrt.S“‘a J Ihju poHioiij >1} the neglect of God and of tby soul ; 

111 toriiirntod, and likewise Lazarus then received • [kis] evil 
things, of which thou wast witness; but now 
the scene is changed, so that he in his turn is 
i'omforiedy and thou art justly tonmnted; and 
neither his joy, nor thine anguish, can admit of 
2t. And beside, all any end or interruption. And besides all f/i/.v ,26 
5™’.tor.ra"8"« ‘®-*'’® feyapf thou desirest from the hand of 


that they who would go from hence to !,ou, if any 
should be so compassionate as to desire to help 

® Ihp Hit hpof mtcatei^ &c.] tljir^that looks like a pravor put up ton 

The Hebrew^ drank their wme mineled glorified saint, (Tilloteon’s Woiks, Vol U 
w'tbTt'ater; and laige quantities Of vvater, p. 142) ; and' even, here thn aj'pboation 
(111 one o<x.'i<>iuii or other, wer6 used at wa.sinvain, and no reliefs as the saim 
tbnr feasts j (sec Juhim, fi.) There seems cajiabla of giving. — It is nbsenable, Uk' 
tiieri'fore m this {K'titioti a proper alhisinn ht h man sjjeatcs as Aneaang Jaxann, .md 
to tliiti — Arehl)i>.Iiop Tillot on observes, .is i-npjiosing (vcr. 2B) ^hat bts bietbnT. 
with hi«» usual Mvacit^, that this is tlieonly aKo might tiu<'w him on Idi appr.iini'’ Hi 
lUFtaiifio vV ill' et with ifi ofaoy them. ' 


giiiph fwed: so that Lozarus, 11 IS a wiDg impossiDic CO DC grameu 
they bieh would for bctwccn US 01)4 you there is a great chasm fix 
1 iis from bentf to ^ up, measurable void is interposed; si 



Mi He would have Lazarus sent to eomxrl his bretkreu. 

SECT, you, cumot; neither they who are thet't come ^'annot, neither 
cxjfv. u7ilo m; but we are^still toedniittue at an un- 
'SkT* approachable distiufce from eaph other^ th* n< e. 

XvJ. aT 'I'hen the rich, mao, as perceived that his 

owii case was irretrievable*- s&id unto Afghani, * ihlr'^^thou 
Ther6 may however bq a pasnsa^e frond you to vouide^t send him to 
the other world, as it is plain there is frtmJ thence »"y house : 

to you ; I beaeech thee thei'efore *0 father^ that 
thou. Wouldst please to send htln to my falher's 
house, on an errand of the utmost jmporiance ; 

28 A or I have there /for brethren, t^ughtless young 28 For i have fi\e 
cieatures liko myself, who are now revelling on •’"■thren; that uc 
those possessions which were once mine/ and thein, ie^t they aUo 
iir(^ likely ere long to fall iniO' the same misery come mtu thib place 
with me : I earnestly entreat thee thorefore that to*n»eiit. 

he may be sent to testijy to tJiem the reality and 
importance of this invisible world, that they may 
be awakened to avoid those jevil coiirs^ that 
have been my ruin, undi may 7iot also come into 
this place of tornmf. 

29 But Abraham said in reply to him, Thou 29 Abrahsm snUi 
knuwest they kaveoxx excellent Divine revelation 

in tlie writings of Moses aitd the prophets ;• let ‘Ic^themhwr 
them but hearken to the warnings and instruc* them, 
tions that are gfven by them, and- they have 
means sufficient to secure them from that danger. 

30 when the poor tormented creature found 30 And he ^aid, 
this also west objected to, he pleaded still in iheir 

behalf, and said, Nai,, father Abraham, they 

Will blight these as J foolishly did but surely dead, they hiII tv- 

if <me§o to them from the dead, they cannot with- 

stand su'awful a messenger, , but will undpubt^ 

edly repent, and reform thieir- lives. 

31 Abraham put an end tp the discourse, 3i And he said 
with an assurance of the fruhlessness of any such JJ”*" 
extraordinary means for thek conviouon! and 

he said to him, The evidences of the Divine iviiitheybeperbunded 
revelation are such, that if they hearken net to 
Muses and the prophets, neither will they be per^ 
suaded to a thorough repentance and reformation 

^ I hate Jive hrelkfen't &(’.] As no ture as a young rn*n, who (uuhai^ily for 
mention IS made of nny surviving wife and himsidf, hke.many (iiDdern rakes), coming 
cliildrt‘n, but his (iie brethren aivdetkinb- early tn the possession of his estat.e, soun 
ed as living still together in his father’s broke ins constitution by debauchery, and 
house, line wmild iin.urme that our L-rd so left Ins rithcs to the younger children 
intended to repro ' iu Oms* wnJtehed ciea* of the family, having no -other beire. 



Reflections on the case of the rkh sinner and the *poor saint. 

though* one rose though onc shoM‘ arise from the dead to visit sect 
irom thq doad. them.B For thoilgh it iiiight indeed aiarm thpm cxxv 
for a time, the prejudices and lusts which 
led them to despise those methods of instruc-xv”i. si 
* tion that God has given them, would also lead 

them ere long* to flight and forget such an aw- 
lul apparkioB aa you desire they might see. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Most evidently may we learn from ^his parable, that it isim* Vcrs? 
possible to know either love or hdSred by any thing that is btforc 
us under the sun ; (Kccles. ix. I.) Who that had seen the pomp 
and plenty of tliis rich sinner, and compared k with the iiuli- 
gciice and misery of laiearus, woM have imagined that the 
latter had been the chtld, and the former the enemy, nf GnlP 
Hut let us judge nothing before the time; (1 Cor. iv. 5.) Our 
Lord Jesus Christ shews us the period of all the prosperity of 
tiie wicked, and of all the calamities .with which good men may 
lie exercised. — And what availed- the' luxuries of Itfe, or the 
magnificence of burial, to a wretch tor mejited inflames? Surely 23, 24 
the fierceness t)f tliose fUimeo would be proportionable to the 
luxury 111 which he had formerly lived, and the sense of his tor- 
yneni be heightened by the delicacy he bad otice indulged. 

May God awaken those unhappy persons, whatever their rank 
in the [in sciit life may he, who place their happiness and glory 
ill being clothed in purple and fine linen, and faring sumptuously 
every day ! May they lift up their enchanted deluded eyes, and 
si-e tli.it ’jointed sword of the Divine vengeance winch is sns- 
peiidfd over them by so weak a thread; and nray they take this 
warnino from onc greater t hart Moses and the prophets, from one 
iuM C"me Jrom the dead to enforce it, that they pass not into 
that place of torment ! 

Lei poor afflicted saints take cbmfort in wliat has now been 22 
read, though they may he despi.<ied and slighted by men. The 
time will shortly come, when those angels who now descend in 
an invisible form to minister to them, vrill appear as their 
to convoy them to the regions of glory. Abraham's bosom will 23- 

B fi ’key hearken n it to .t7ow, fiic J It hi'* Sernion'<» Vol. II. Serm. 2.) The im- 
i*. tiiio, Mosris no uhcM’ e.xpriL.'b'ilV'abbcrts penueDoe of many 'who saw another La- 
(I iKiUie state of rewuiih and pnniJtinents ; zdrtis raised from the dead (Johnsi. 46,) 
tlicfaetM recorded by him vtroo^y and the wiokeducss of the soMier:. wdio 
enforce the naturn I argumoots in proof were eye-witnesses to the resurrect um of 
of It, and tlK- prophets speak plainiy of! >C'hristf. and yet that very day suRered 
it III m.'iny pla^;es. Se^Psal. xm 10, tiieinselVes U> he hired tu bear afaUr 
11, xvii. 13; xxiii. 6; xlix. 14, 13; tcstiuinny aeaiiist il, (Mat. x\viii. 4* 13,) 

Iwiii. 17, df '<7. Trov. XIV. yi-, hccles. ate mo'*t atlectuig and astonishing illus- 
ni. 17,21; xt, P; \ii. 7, 13,14; and tratiunb of tbia truth for eaph of tho‘e 
I’/ek. xtiii. 19, 20, 21. — Bishop Atter- nuracles waA fat nioie convincing thap 
bm\ lia* excellently shewn the justice such an apparition as is here refciied le 
bfAhruhim's .issci tion here, in his 111- uoidd Ua^C b.'cn. 
vninparable discoure on this text. (See 



174 Reflection!^ on the rick sinner and the poor saint. 

SECT, be opened to them^-'and the dainties of heaven be set b(3rore 
cxxv multitudes, who, perhaps, this side the grave, hardly 

'‘■^’v^knew how to proctil^ even the nectaries of life. 

May we never viefw those seats as this wretched sen* 

smlist did, at an unapproachable distayieel Let us think serious- 
ly of his deplorable circam$t4hces, when he asked a drop ofwa* 
Ver. 25 tev from the tip of lMzariis\t finder ^ and yet was denied. Dread- 
ful r/epresentatron ! yet made'''bj^ Christ himself, who surely 
how to describe the casS wrth;the utmost propriety. Be- 
hold, O our souls, this son of Ahnihum, in that darning prison, 
in all the restless agonies of* tOfment and despair : and we may 
judge what dependence to plaice on a descent from pious anccs^ 
tors^ or a participation of external privileges. 

27, 28 We inquire not curiously kjto the motives which engaged him 
to request that so extraordinary a warning might be sent to his 
brethren; whether it might proceed from a remainder of natural 
alTection, from a fear of meeting them in the same misery, or 
from a mixture of both^,,^lt is enough to observe how and upon 
31 what principles it was donied, Jf they hear not Moses and the 
prophets^ neither will they be persuaded though one ro^iefvmi the 
dead. Let none vainly excuse themselves from believing the 
evidence of the revelation God has gi\en, on a pretence that if 
'^Oihey saw signsmd wonders they would believe. I’he licnrt of man 
may he hardened against the most sensible and immediate mi- 
racle; but if that evidence were irresistible, it would ill become 
us to dictate to God, when, and \o whom it should be givi>n, 
-'Uxt us examine and acquiesce in such ‘as be has seen fit to af- 
ford; and pass through our various scenfes of life as those that 
have eternity in view, and are persuaded we must each of u*:, 
ill a few years at farthest, be with Lazarus in Abraham's busnvi , 
or with the rich man in that tormenting fame. 


SECT. €XXVL 

Christ repeats his exhortations to an imfensivc conduct and a 
forgiving temper; and wstms his disciples mt to arrogate any 
merit to themselves. Luke XVIL I — 11. 


UJitE. 7CVII. 1. lukpXViI. I. 

- lct. Ejiout this time repeated tathe said lie imu* 

cxxvi numerous attendants who were then around disciples, le 
'wf-v^him, several things which he had formerly said 
Luke 111 a more private way to the disciples ; andpSf- 
* ticularly addressed them in terms like these; 

Consid®tring the general corrupiion of human 
natnr«?^' the snares of the world, and the tcmpia- 



We should be ready to forgite a repenting brother. 


175 


jsimposnbiebuttiiat tions of Satan, it is impossibU but one way or sect. 
oiFcnoes will corne^ offences sh^ld comc ; many professing my 


but wo unto nun i- • -n i i i #• P •' 

tiiiough whom they religion ,will, no doubt, act ufiwolthy of them- 


come. 


selves^ ^ disgrace the holy> name they bear : 

' never ih^ssj wo [be to hini\ by whom they come ; 

and let me warn Jou therefore, aa you love 
your own souls,.. 4 o guard against '^ guilt and 
danger of befn^'a stumbling- blocfir^ to others. 

2 It wcrp better for {Tor 1 assure you,* it were better for such a;one,2 
«'™. hangfd even '/or him that by an immoral life proved a 
bis neck, and hu cast repi oac') aiid scdfulal to my cause, that he should 
into the M M, thhn (lie l)y the hand of violence, and suffer the most 
mif of' shocliiiig execution, yea, that a Ikge milUstone 
uuL'.. should be hanged about his nec^^ and should 

he thrown into the sea, than ihd^ke should offend 
<ni)(1 ensnare one oj these little ones that believe 
iiv me, so as to draw the meanest of them into 
sin and rum. (See Mat. xyiif. 6, 7 , and the 
notes there, sect, xeni.) 

r» Trfkij hoed to Take to yeJ'irstf/iic.f, therefore,® that j^ou 3 

L“;rta'''oc.pl'',> ■"‘jy ®l> yo*"- “fight, “"ll part*- 

iiu'o, rc'mke cularly your rescntmtMits, by which otherwise 
hi'n, and if ho u‘- much Sill may be occasioned both'tO yourselves 
lanit, {ovy,\\e him. Others, dful if thy brother trespass against 
thee do not lay up a secret grudge against him 
for It, but plainly and faithfully rebuke him, en- 
ileavouriiig to convince him of the evil he has 
committed ; and tj he appear to repetd of his 
fault, Jorgive him immediately, without insist- 
■ " ■ And if he I 

again, even 
seven times in 

d.i> tiun agdiii to a day, (compare Psal. cxix. lo 4 ,) and seven 
ii)cc, s, lying, I re- lifjjgs [ji jfuj retum to thee, seriously saying, 

pent; tliou Shalt im- r . i r- ii i i . i r 

tno him ^ repeal of my folly, and am heartily sorry lor 

the injury I have done thee, thou shalt forgive 
him even these repeated offences. (Compare 
Mat. xviii. 21, 22, sect, xcv.) 

And the apos- Thcfi the apodlcs said imtn the Lord, Lord, 5 

sud unto the arc .sensible that ii\ this instance, as well as 

in several others, we have need to pray thou 



.* /nferf to This contains Corruptions of those with whom they 

a stroTii^ anil important iniimati .ii how contend, but leads others to think rneati- 
inu' h sin and scandal isrtco.isioned by a ly of a piofossion which hab so little el- 
severe (piaiiclsomc temper 1:1 the disci- ficacy to soften and sweeten the tditipcis 
ph*s of Christ} as il not only btiry up the of those who mainta"'. d. 



i?6 No merit must be arrogated to ourselves. 

^ECT. wouldst oh quicken our ap- Loj'd. in^rewf' our 

cxxvi. prehension of importance of the 

n>otive8 by wbicbiwthv cottimatids are enforc- 
and of the authority by which tiitey arse dic- 
tated; that vM! may rtot scrapie to suomk even 
to each precepts as these, ho<^ liard sqeiver they 
may boar upon desb and blood, ' ' 

G Jnd the' tiOrd said, Jf ^u /tad^erer m \yn\e 6 A^d the Urd 
/al though it were bnt ai a grain rf musUrd- '“‘“l 

Mffli yet (as I formerly told you) it would roii- tard srrd, y» might 
quertlie greatest difficulties; so that you mighty say ‘mto tins sven- 
as It were, be able to ^ to Ms sycaymn-tree 
JSt‘ ikm rooted and planted m the sea, and ,oot, and be' th u 
It siwuld presently obey yau.'^ planted m the s,a, 

7 Kndeavour thejfeforo to live in the exercise 

of this nolde grace, and in a series of such ser- ^ 7 But which of 
vices as are the proper fruits of it: but in the you having a servant 
midst of all, be caVeftil to maintain the deepest 
liupulitv, as m the presence or Oou your hea- lum bv aadhy. wiuu 
■ \‘eiily Master, on whom, as you are hisstTvnnts, i«c i- (aim> fn.m ih. 

' you can have no claim of merit; for who ' 

there of you,, that if he ivas a servant ploughing 
his ground, or feeding Ms ml/ soy unto 
him, as soon as he comes in from the field. Come 

8 in^ and sit dewn-at the table with mfe? Or will And will not r.j- 
he not rather say to him, if it was a part of 

that servant’s business to do ir, Make ready wuh i ma\ Slip, and 
somewhat for my supper, and, when it is'pre- thysdf and 
pared, prd up thy garments close about ihee,* Taun. an/dr. 
and leait upon vie white / am eating and drink- and diter»ai\i thou 
ing; and afterwards thou sit down to s^aiidat ami dunk > 

‘'and drink tiiysclf? And Suppose he should thal wlnu,.™"!' 
observe his orders with the- greatest diligence, ht* didthethmg^that 
does he think himself obliged to th^nk tm ser~ commaiidcri 

rant because he hath dune tvh<a was commanded **“” ^ 
him? I apprehend he does not, because he 
has an authority over the servant, and may 


^ htreatc tan Woli/ogrniu» 

h 1 msclf ackiiow ledges, thaithoiit ap|)ly mg 
to ( hrist to strengthen thoir faith shews, 
that thejr belicred he' had a divine influ> 
onoe over the i^pirits of mco. See Whit- 
by in loc 

< \m Mifnht st^y to ibp iijr2rr,orf-tree, 
&c ] I do not apprehend this trvt to he 
rntnely parallel to Mat, jcvn 20, p. 12. 
In thii- CDiuiection the oxpres ion svrnn 
I'rovi rhial, and to he as if he ha^d said, 
M liif least degree of inirarnlniiS faith 
will (as I s.uil before) pwjdiuc the !>uat- 
I olTfc*', ■'ii IhrJ'ast degree ef t»uc 


sim'CTi* piety will finally boar a man 
ahoxe all oppo ition, and eoalile him la 
QDoquer the woild. 

*C(imrin^ Haplicliu^ proves th.it the 
word wwgiXflitv has ofen tini s^se. Com- 
pare laikc xii. |!)7, ami Acts ^kIv 7 See 
Baphel Annot. ex Ih'rod. p. 26Ji. and 
cspiTiiilly Annot ex Xen. p. lOS 

® (jird up thif garment'. elosK-* about 
thee ] Compare I uko \i.. '57. p. 1 lf» — 
'I hit sfrv.iiits u.sed t" h' eirded while 
waitin'' on their master', is well sliev n 
1)V KUn-T, Qhserv. V. I I. p. 2'. ' 
.See '' on Ciikf’ xn ' i, p 



Rejlcctions on an mqffensm (tnd fof^king spirit. 177 

justly claim bis obedieiie^p as matter of debt. sect. 

10 So iikewiiie ye, Mow to aj)j)ly tbi| to yoqr own services; so Uke^ cxxvi 

.I»e\irtho*'tiI‘C ,^0^ ’’9^. dl that'^ 

which are command- m^ ^^mndcd i/ou in tbeexactest manner, yet jq 
^«; d >ou, sftv, Wears Still suy^ Surelv weave worthless and un- 

iMipiofiuhie scT- profitable seivantsj who eannot pretend to have 
that Mhic'h was our merited any thtmgirom the hand.pf our Master; 

■ duty to do. Jor we. I^ave< done no more than we were^ 
by virtue of oujr relation to God, and depen- 
dence upon hiin,<:indi.spensably obliged to do, ai> 
much as any purchased slave is obliged to serve 
Ills master. And assure yourselves, that no ser> 
vices will be so pleasing to God as tliosc per- 
formed with such an humble spirit. 

1 1 And it c.nine to These discourses, and those above mentioned, 1 1 

Jc:;;.!™'; Z' f,“ Ifppened in onr Lwd’s journey to the feast of 
pjbsiH] throuk^h the tiic dedication and as he went to Jerusalem, to 
midst of sainatu attend it,*’ he passed through the ynid.HoJ Sama- 
,111(1 Oaiiic('. ^ Galilee, takiifg those parts of Samaria 

in his way which lay next to Galilee. 

IMPROVEMF.NT. 

Lf,t us renew onr guard against every thing in our conduct Vcirc 
u Inch iniglii g he offence to the meanest and weakest , and aj;ainst 1 , 2 
evtiy tiling wliicli might by a bad example mislead others, or 
iurijish the enemies of religion with matter of reproach and ac- 
ciisiUion against jt. Let us imbibe the forghing spirit of they 4, 
gosjiei, and, bearing in mind the numberless instances in which 
God has foi^ivcii us, though we have sinned against him not 
only seven times, but seventi/ times seven i let us arpi oarseUr.s, 
in .some degree, with (he same mind, and endeavour to Joibiar 
ami forgive on< another, even as God for Chrisfs sake has freely 
forgiven us. (Kph. iv. 32 , and Col- Jii 13.) 

In a stMise of the weakness of our faith, let us pray to Christs 

' f^npruflitlle .(ivi-nn/j.] Tin J (ftmed la the Ae\t section at aomcd^taiico 
oimtiiiuh -.igiiine^ (Ktjra. from each other, it is (ery diiric.iit, (hb 
111 . j'2, Mat x\t '10,) but 11 ) Itii!) con the attentive reader will uhsme,) to 
lu fiioii il I aiKiot ha\ n that U'n-e I eii pl.V!e them togetlu r without some tauto- 
iiiel} agree with lloinsiiis, that hc'ie, an iogy. 1 hare llicrefore inerted lh(.' in- 
'2 Sam vr. '2'i, Sepiiug it sigQirie!> mean trodaction to one of them ai the end of 
(Il I ironsideruUv, an the hcd (jf men cer* this .secti^;^ leaving out the word tytvf- 
taint> are 7o, itcamjQpant, which is a mere c\ple- 

(t In (>ur [word's join ney to the feast of tivp; or at m'o^ doos only imply that 
liio dedii^atioii J See note * on Luke xiii. wluit 4 a mentioned 111 the context hap- 
2 ', ^ exviii, uiul note ‘ uii Luite xh. 1, ,pen(i^in thibjouuiey, or uiav ref( r to the 

discourses Christ had before rklivcred, 

h Ac wt'/// ft; Jt‘ ma/im.] As Luke as, we b'lvo ubsmid in the paraphi.i'i. 

I, .s r* lat'd tl.f tivj htilo JnslOiir', i ii- 

\ul II. ' ‘ 



1*78 . Reflections on thtunpriffiiableness of our semce. 

SI CT. to imrcuse it; and thjSn those duties will be discharged with ease 
exxvi. and deiigh| which i|p|)cared m^st difficult in a distant pro>pect. 
Vet when faith ?Ltt$^pa(ience have had their most perfect wort, 
our Master’s will has been bomj^ w^^h the most entire sub- 
^ rnbsioi), and done with the most zealot^' dispatch, let us not 
pretend to place any merit in our own actions or sufferings; but 
Jet us think of ourselves as the iprvards 'oi God, yea, as unpro- 
fitable sey'vafitSf whose goodneifitxt'Mtth not to our great Mas-* 
ter : and to the riciies of iiis gratfe let u» ascribe it, that o^ir 
feeble powers are strengthened to the perWmanci; of our duty; 
and that our worthless .services; are accepted, iind the nunibcr- 
It'-'S (Vriciciicea of them mercifully excused. 

SECJ. C XXVII. 

Cbnt travelling through Samaria^ rebukes the intemperate zeal 
0 } James and John against those who refused to grant him 
entertainment ; and healif ten lepers. Luke IX. 5 1 — 56 ; X V ! I . 
12-19. 


liL'IVC, l^A,. Jl. 

JT was oI)ser\cd in the close, of the former sec- ^ni> u came tr 
tion, that our Lord was now on his journey 
from Galilee, near the feast of the dedication:'* 


‘ Noir tfio feast of the derficahon,] 
'Jakiog It lor granted that the foUoumg 
woid, rtv«X»4f.aS, r( Icrs to (!hu\e» atren- 
'ftiH, (tbe icasun^ fui; which i tihdlJ give 
below,) I think this tfafb only place where 
this little '•tory ran properly come in 
Most haitii(iuiz/;rx plaoe it just before the 
kasl of tahemaclcsj (of which we had 
jn account in the seventh and eighth 
chapters ot John, from sect xcviir. to 
cv'.) and chiefly on their aiillionty, wtith- 
out a critical examination, I had men-* 
tioned It in that connection Jii my Ser- 
mon against Persecution, p. 3. But 1- 
am non convinced that could not be the 
time, not only as it would incie.txe the 
difficulty, by supposing Luke then to -^y, 
that the time of m bnnn teemed vp wm 
JnlfiM, though it imisl have be<‘n above 
half a year biforc his death; but chiefly 
because that vr,\> not the last journey he 
ihade from Galilee to JerusAl^, and be- 
eanse (as we observed on Johnsii. fO, 
nole^ p 44.1 he made that jonrney with 
all possible secrefty; wherea.s here he 
liad a train of attendants '—No commen- 
tators (on our interpretation 


have, for the obvious rca’son hinted abov c, 
thought of placing it higher, and lower 
I ihink It cannot br brought ; fort'nongb 
I was once strongly inclined t<i lake tin- 
words in their most literal sense, and to 
conclude this happened vhen Chii't was 
going from Galilee to .leiusalem jnst be- 
fore his axccBsiori, aftn having manifest- 
ed his rcsnnreliou by his apiJtarancc to 
the five hundred bn^tiircn, I On. \v. b, 
(cbinparc Mat. xxviii. 7, 16 — T8.) I have 
been obliged to give up that hvpoihcsis, 
considermg that he ueier after his n*.siir- 
rrction ajipeared so publicly as in this 
story (compare Acts i. 7, x. 40,41), and 
that he had then no difficulties to i \pi < t 
at Jerusalem against which lu* shonlil 
stedfastly set fa*’® — And as foi In* 
joumf*y to .leniifalcm just before tbe j>as- 
sover at which be suffered, he went finm 
Ephraim near, the wilduncbs (John xi. 
54,) ond passed ehrongli Jetidn^ (T.iiki. 
xix. l,y so that ^aiiiar.a did nof ije in his 
wav. Nnr iz there, that 1 can find, any 
proof that he itvef went back to Oalilec, 
iietwccii the feast of dedication and hi'' 
death; wbichl think smfficicullj account' 



Jsh&iventiol 


pass ivhen,\he time afid it Came i'o pass^ fk'ii'a$ 'the%ys were now 

Z.d“r futJUUi^ in knew kejhouU k 


tip, he stedfastly set 
his face to gO'tb^Je- *tT " 
. rusalem. ' ^ ^ 



mp to heaven agS'rt,’’ )mving dispatched 
'itry which he w^ to discharge on earth; ix. 5 i» 


^thstanding all thei/ffainftil scenes , through 
whidji!he was'^et to pass, his heart was so ani- 
inated|^.th fr^gard to his.fatH^S honour and 
th^ sa^t'iW^ nten, and so cheered with the 
views of' ms ^6wn approaching exaltation and 
. in< defiance of all his most inveter- 

ate enemies, resdutdy set his face to go up 
to Jerusaleni^ though h(‘ knew it was the last 
journey he should take froth Galilee thither, 
and that tortures and deatbawaited him there. 

52 Anti sent mes- Audj as his way lay through Samaria, being a 52 
^engeis before hiii stranger there, he sent messengers before his 
amf cntlcirintrai^^^j wAa in their pTogrcss, entered info a vil- 
\ liiage of the Sama- luge of the Samaritms to prepare entertainment 
for hwiT desiring to take a lodging there, 

And they did P^y ^i*^^** accommodation. But the53 

Samaritans had such a national grudge against 


for tho use of the plirace of the days, or 
time beiiiQ fiiinilrd, &c. 

i\ thv duifs utre Julftl/etl in whkh he 
ihouid be tueived vp iv xm <rufxirhii^narliat 
Tt; Tlixfong Tft; ftvrt>)|4,w; ntylM.] fn all 
the leaboningb of the former note, I have 
t.ikeii It fm yiauted that qv»\«n|/*wf heio 
sunniC’. Chuat’i. bein§ lakeh up lohanfv ■ 
mid Thib !•{ so j;eneially the 8iguificatiun 
ofiht; word, that I wonder any learned 
men slnnilil ha\e interpreted it in a dif- 
ferent iiunncr. — Sii Isaac Newton, mere- 
ly tti suit with hi^ lupoihesis of preaerv- 
luif I'.e onlec of Matthew un\aricd, 
stiringdv supposes that this oecurrciice 
happened in the fust year of ('hrist’s 
pre.icliing (\eui on the I'rojdieejes p. 
ISi'J ) .ind inteipre^s the passojie bcfoic 
tis .IS if «yaX'iJ »; were the same witliwya- 
■ >y>i n nwii uvd e/>/r, /ainmen/, wbirh nould 
make it no exai-t date at all ; but might 
indillerently be applied to .mv other 
fcMst, — Hem 'iiih confound' it with 
s-i,*, and in'eiprets ii of iua beh-g ti/zed 
K/»on the cwihs; tlioiigli jt ii certain, the 
ideas pf being fi/ferf up to a state of sus- 
pensiopi.and ta’en or yceived ///), are ex- 
it emely difforent — - \ 'learned friend, for 
whoNV ji-dgin- lit I have justly a great 
ugard, oh-.cn mg that sometimes 

•'igiiifies a itigeiiiiiu'.fv ionjte- 

tiirei tl. It '/./''Xn-J i; may ‘Ugiiify Vhri Vs 
I . d<ii,iiifi ; itii.u-iiiiiig 1 may rcfci 
'jd! Ill 1 '•uit'-d' 'i/.irith, luKejt. 


99 i urging farther that avaXa/nfiavu; signi- 
fies to take apat'i, (and referring 1 tliink 
without .•sufficient evidence) to Acts \x. 
13, 14. xxiii '31, compared with ver. lU; 
and Fph. vi. 13, compared with ver II; 
III proof of it. But I beg leave, with all 
due deference, to,observe, that (rt;XXn’|u.- 
Sayw 19 the word which Luke usc'. for 
taking, in the sense this worthy peisoii 
siipposca, as denoting to sem’, (compare 
Acts I. 16. and T.uke nxii. .54 ;) in whicli 
he IS mpported by the auihurity of 
totle, Kunpides, and the best (Jrcek 
Classics. And therefore since the woid 
is plainly uted with refeience toCbri^-t’s 
a-jcen-ion, Mark \vi. ly; Acts i 2, 11, 
22; 1 1'im. III. 1 C; as also to that of Lljjah, 
2 Kings M. 10, II, Septuag. and since m 
all (Ilf* places referred to above, it may 
be rendered bj /oktnjg vpt (sec (Irotius 
on M.irk xvi. 19,) I scruple nut at all, 
wjrh the roost ancient versons, and the 
gj^nerality of critics, to follow tlie ns.jal 
interpretation which refers avaXij-J'i,- to 
Chml's oscitTnwnj especially since no 
considerable difficulty would be remov- 
ed by udmittmg any of the preceding 
diffiire'nt interpretations — I'hat tho word 
days sigmhes no more than tunc, acd is 
sr>mctiines usod to express what |-a -.es 
m an instanl, is very evident lioin 
2 Kings ii. 1, and ihn vxv 2i, i'ep- 



:^^0 He rebukes ihe'itUmptfale xealof Jmh and John- 

SECT, tlie .lews, that' would not receive him, nor not recei\chim,-b.-* 
pvii. grant liiai llu: co|iimofl rites of hospif?ltty due 

to any stronger, bec(^tsc hts face was dim ted to JtTuwiwu. 
t3i 5S toieards Jevusderfi; and they concIu(iOT> ffio) 

> ' lilt* scasion of the year* that this visit wasin^^d- 
ed as a ^uliar honour to the triple 
^ 54 dnd w'/ie?i his diseiple^, Jenim ■’’+ Ami \vhen lus 

«J.o attcnde.l'f.im/.ot..V. 

thou that lie speak Jor\fire to con^e nowti from said, Lord, wilt thou 
heaven to destroy them, as did with rt;- that we command 

card loins oiu’inies, (2 Kings h' io, 12;) for J*’® **’ 
simp!> one wor^ in >uch a c^e wi|| do it, and consume them, men 
1 lie jij till ‘ry of heilvt*n will jbe ijoijoh more ready Kims did ? 
to avciioo such an ^ont ofFjit'ftd Ui thee, who 
lil t so much supoi-ror IP itny of the prophets ? 

'5 Bui [.4'itti] turning ^hort ppon thepi, I'ebuk- But he turned, 

ed thfw with a becoming seventy, and said, and sud, Yc know 
J e know not what kind oj spini ye are of; you m>t» hat manner oi 
iHuther consider the geniujfe’ of the gospel, so s>pirit yc are of. 
IDMch more oentlc than that of the law, nor do 
ydu siifficieiuly know your own hearts; and if 
you were more diligently to exarnme them, you 
uould soon find' that there is a great deal of 
jienional resentment and ostentation, mingled 
with t*!!! that zeal for me which you so warmly 
, fj^csfiress on tins occasion. But I reject your jfi For the Son «» 
motion ds absolutely unfit to be complied with; 
for the Son of man came not into the world to m^rthem’ 
erect his kingdom by mfliiaiy force, or by any 
other method io destroy mens lives, but 6a save 
them ; and therefore will ext»rt his rniraculous 
power ill works of mercy apd benevolence, and 

its a peculiar htmour to the temple and it might be resented as homethm^' 
Jhf*u*.| Noiiu of tlie feast*. obser\ed at of an atlr...ut, cohsidcring Ihc antipathy 
.iciuvalfin could be rnoie remarkable in ol the uo n.atiuns 
Hms view, as. this was kept in comme- Jmta ird jQkitf who attended him.] 
inoraOon of the temple's being piinliedi That these diseipl^s, so lenurkablv dis- 
.•Itci It had been polluted by Aiitioehus tinguishcd by their liord's fa\'iiir, should 
I'piphanr^... to whose lUnJatrous iinposi- have some distji|ijguis.hed zeal and faith, 
tioiis the .Samaritans had willingly otter- may !>ccm »s» \toiidiTful, than that a 
< d to .submit, as was obsers'ed bi’fore in person of so sufect a di'-positioD as .Jolui 
note 6 on .lolin i\. 9, Vol. 1 . p. 169. should make sevf.e .i propoMl 
.loscnhiis ohser\es (Antiq. lih. xx. cap. (Compare sect, KC\i Intpr. p .jG.J—'lhc 
6. (nl 5.) ^ 1. nud Hell. Jud. lib. ii. ej^. afllnity which thib atpry has to Ibe Qther, 
1'2, (.si II ) t) 3 ) that the .Jews going with which Luke has connectoiHt, is (as 
from (j'ahUe (■> Jet'usatem at their pub- Oiotius justly nb6er\cs,) a sulRcieiitrea 
!u te'aid'j, took Samari.i in tlicr way son for his havini; tbus tianspoM’d it 



k(-" 


'fU , r ' 

7en lepers dedhscd, of zvhoM big-o'ne gim thanks. Ib t, 

And they went to not of f, error, ^(1 tengcancG. And thejj srj r, 

anotiier Village. gj pJane, Andn^Jit dw till they 

(Qmdiher village, . ' 

. LuKr xvir. 12 . ’ os he entered inizii^ai certain neigli{)6uri:)ij 
And he entered there 70€t him fetfmefi Xi'hifWfyie leperAy 

there met him ten a?id wfijlj, OH thit,»cdiwnt vverc from tlie 

men that were leperg, towns fc the/ belboffcd J Wl a*? in (his 

which stood afar otf. miserable they ccrtild mire no society with 
any hut th0ri\i^lves, both J(»ws and Samaritiins 
Ki And they lifted conversed prt^iscuously together. And stand - 1 ^ 
up l/ieir voices and (ij)ir ofy {^$t tlicy slioulii |»allut*e |)ass(‘t) 0 £'rs 

have mercy on us. ^bo liHgnt cpme too near toem, they lijitd up 
their ■afticti and sold ^eat earnestness, hav- 

ing Iteard pf th^'fdme of ^ist, Jesus, Muster, 
we beseech thee to have mercy upon us. as thou 
hast already extended it to others in these (It'- 
ll Ami when he plorable cifcfimstances. And^ u‘etng them 
•.aw them, he said un- they stoocl Crying fd liiiti, he md unto theniy (ro^ 
yoat'!!’J:L''Z yomekes to the prmh; mlimatiiig lliat 
priests. And it came the cure they desired should he peitoimed by 
10 fiass, that as they the wiiy. Audit cumc to pass, that tfv ihn/ were 
ricaLcd'*'^^ obedience to his word, they were al! 

miraculously cleansed by tlie power of Christ, 
t!ie (jfficacy of which was such as to operate at 
11 distance as well as near. 

i:, And one of And one of them, perceiving he avzt heated, \ : 
thdn, when he saw wag SO alFectcd With it, that he immediately - 

turned^ ba4*'*^'*luid gratitude aiid joy, 

w^iir a loud' voice glorifying God with a hud voice, and made a 
«ioiiii(dfiod; free and open acknowledgment of wj signal a 
1(5 And Ml d6wn mercy. orescntingmaiself before Jesus, In 

p.ts'Ti!'™ l>e,fell daten w hisjaceat hk M, pnino the, 
and he was A aaA&- most aucctK^nate thanks unto him as the imine- 
niau. diate Author of' his cure; and it is remarkable 

17 And Jesus an- that he WQsa Swniariianf And ’hsus observing r* 
I'bm'not" new 'V anneered mdmid, Wen Uun not ?e» lc|)ers 
. d’ but where ard cleatised? out where («rej ^4e»,',otlier nine, ot 
tlie nine? whoni it plight liave biien exp<ctcd, as the v * 

were Jews, that they should have expre>!st'd a 
greater sense of piety, and have been more 
i8f. There we not ready' fo thank God _ for' their deliverance ? 
fokiAi-pj-at returned Hqvv is it, that of all who Were cleansed, )wue 1 S 
lave drefounduh have returned to give glory to Gad 

ty And he «aid hut this poOt stranger to the eommomvcjith of 
m»to him, Arise, go Israel ? And he said to him, Arise, go thy n ay ; 1 
hath K diisM}(/aiMin my poWer/wj saved Ihee, and been 

whoK happily made the means of tliy cure; and from 



’ 18{i Bejlectim oil j?4| aM af'a persecxiting spirit 

^$E<,T. these grateful sentimerrS, with w^kb thy heart 
^vij, is hlJed, thou mayest conclude tne c^ire thou 
^*j>^lia.st received is givon ’ihee in riiercy. 

A ' > ' 

f; . , IMPROVEMENT. -7 

Who w^uld not have im^n^ that i|fe‘:iilessed Jesus should 
' have been most cordially wek'4|||b ^Wl^ever he came, when 
there was grace in all his words, benevolence iu all his ac- 
tions Yet these Samaritalts not receive him because he 


was a Jew. And thus do unha(){)y prejudices, taken up on ima- 
ginarv grourlds, against mOn, anq things in the general, sonie- 
tiincs injure the best of men, and prove much more hurtful to 
the pci sons themselves by whoo^tbey are entertained. 

54 T he rasli clisciples^M ba4e caikd for jive from heaven; and 
let us observe how ^rist treated the proposal. He treated it 
like himself ; like the kind compassionate Friend of human na- 
ture ; and also like one who well knewwhat was in man^ (John ii. 


25.) and how litih- human terrors and seventies can do towards 


producing a real conversion, Yet fire from heaven might have 
earned along with it some rational ground of conviction, which 
penal laws and sanguinary executions can never prucliue. What 
then would Christ have said to these disciples if they had them- 
selves proposed to smite with the sword^ or to cast fireM'ands in- 
55 to the houses of these inhospitable men ? Little do they know their 
own spirit ; little do they understand either the true genius or 
the true interest of the gospel, who have recourse, lo such vio- 
lent methods as these, to extirpate heresy, and to propagate 
truth. Let us bless God, that neither the guilt, nor the misery 
of such a conduct is ours. 


Let us learn to search our own hearts, that we may form a 
thorough acquaintance with ourselves; which will greatly pro- 
mote both the comfort and usefulness of life. Especially let us 
I' attend to our aims and intentions, and be greatly jealous over 

> our own hearts, lest we indulge our irregular passions under re- 

ligious pretences, and set up' the standards of malice and pride 
in the name of the Lord, 

i..j,uke Prom the story of tjie ten kpi^'s let usjearn, importunately 
to seek the influences of Christ, to putge us from that far more 
odious and fatal disease which sin has spread over our whole na- 
ture ; and, after the example of the Samar let us own the 
J7, \%mercy we have received- Have we hot" reason to fear that, of 
die multitudes who are indebted to tik divine goodness, there 
is not one in ten who has a becoming sense of it f Let us labour 
to imf)ress our hearts deeply with such a sense. I^t us remem- 
ber what it is that God Expects of us ; and let us farther consider 
that, as the exercise of platitude towards such a Benefactor is 



The Pharisees in^t/mre ‘when the kingdom of God will come, 183 

most reasonable, so also in proportion it is most . delightful to tiie 
soul: it is indeed (as one ivtdf eicprcsscs.ii) like tlw^ of 
the Jewish priest, wj^ehf^^hile it did . an “honotHr to ®o(l, did 
likewise re 
Vas ollereci 

Our iMvd cautions the Jews ij^nst expecting a pompous king- 
dom of the Mcssitih, and wartCtJfi^in of the approaching na- 
tional destruction which woutdibe the consequence of rejetlinp 
him. Luke XVII, 20, to th$£nd. 


gale witb^idwn fragrancy the person by whom it 


tT;.LXvjj <20. , 

^Ni) ttbcri he was 'J^'HUS uiK Lord wcBt on .his jourrvev, and at sect, 
tUmaridedofdic " hjDgtli caiiic to Jerusalem. Jyul it vvast'Xxvni 

kmgd'jM ''dr” God 

should come, he an- Pharisees^ when the kingdom of God, whicbhe 
swwd them, and liad SO often mentioned as approaching, should ' 

GadcImoi!.‘'ftT.ll[ “"?7. ke answered tLn, aml said, The 

observation. kingdom of God comeili not with that external 
pomp and observation of men which you expect. 

21 Neither shall Neither shall they point to this or that remark- 2 1 

‘o-y, SehM Ut hve, or, 
hold, the kingdom of ochoUl [it wj there. voY behold, and ohsi'rve it 
fiod iswiUiiu you attentively, the kingdom of God is already 
among you:** ,tbou,gh, because it is an inward 
and spiritual kingdom, erected in the hearts of 
men, and not attended with outvAard grande in, 
you Overlook it as unwortliy your reganJs. 

22 And he said ^ind he afterwards said to the disciples apart, 22 
C.uJ“ MirS Thouoh you do indeed under-ro some present 
when ye ^haii desire aitnculties, iti coosequence or your adneitMice 

to see one of the days to me, yct you have SO much greater exlrcnii- 
ties before you, that the time will come uhen 
you shall wish to sec one of these days of the 
Son of mm, and shall not spe it{ and the wmoIc 
J ewish nation having rejected Me, the true 
Messiah, shall yet long for the appearance of 
hiin whpirt they expect under that charactei, 
and eagerly listen to every one that prctcMids 

* Bdnt Oiled hy some of the Pkdnseee.^ (Anuot. ev. Xcn. p. 109, MO,) for a morr 
1 pretend not to $ay whether this was at particular vindication of it It cci- 
Jcrusalcin or some neighbouruig place} taw our Lord could not properly ^a^ iln' 
nor is It any way material to drtei mine it kingdom of God was W the Plitii ors 

^ 7'hektn^do>nQf^odtsnni>ingyint.\ So to wnom he spoke, whose tc»np> r v.a’. 

I render tlu* words i/awv, referring entirely atienated froiirthe nature .uid 
the leader to those exact Critics in the design of it 
Greek language, Beza ami Raphclips 



lU 


Christ repr^enls the vtMner of his coming, 

SECT, to it. Jnd accordin^y they 9 hall say to i/oUy 23 And tiiey shall 
cx%vin Beholdy [he w] kere^ or behold \keis^ there, ®“y ^“>o“»Seci.cie, 
[buf] dmot you go out on hearing 811^,^4)Ort9 after nor follow 

xvii. 23 seek him, nor join to folloxv :li|iany 

2 ‘j-of their vain delusive schemes. For he wW in- ^“^*1**^ ii;tii^ 
deed Coijic, hut in a very di%tpnt mariicy.from or’i,f‘‘tht'onr;ll 
what they expect; eVen to &x^^p,ujtpn them (inihrhe.’ivai,shinctii 
a sudden and unavoidable de^tHi^tion: for as 
the lighrning which lightens from one [^r/] lifa "ai., o.c”so.i ‘ i 
under heaven, shines \n a iDiofliiem with the nisn bo m Iub djy 
- greatest swiriness to the other [part] under hea^ 
ven ; so also in as swift and terrible a manner 
JxjH the coming of the ofindh he in his day, 
when ho aprtcars.to plcad thetiause of that gos- 
pel which has been so.^ generally despised. 

25 (("Qmpare Mat. xxiv. 23, 27, sect cUi.) Never- nut nr-i mubi 
theless, he must first safer, many things, and be ^nd 'bo"'S?d"oV 
yet more opprobriously ai|d solemnly r<;/rt7LY/ ?b,j, jr, IleJXV' 
by this generation of men, who shall liy this 
public and naiionaJ act of impiety and rebellion 
fill up the measure of their iimjmties, (Com- 
pare Luke xxiii, 18—21; John’ .\ix.. 15; Acts 


111 , 13 — 15 ) 

2G Then shall impending vengeance fall upon 26 And as it w.n 
them at once; and as it icas in the days t>/* »n tiie days of Noah, 
which preceded the flood, so also' thaU s™ 

It be in the days oj the Son of man, or in those ot man 
da_) s when he shall come in the manner I liave 
now described for the destruction of liis enc- 
27niies. For, notwithstanding the express piedic- They did cat, 
tiotis of divine jadgmonts approaching, they .tj 

went on with their usual course as w there were were given in in.ir- 
110 danger; they did cat, they drmk, they mar- day 

ried wives , , [a'ni] their daughters nim 'given in JJ'fho “k "'"t [J; 
marruigei and with a cotifident secmiiy they flood came and d- - 
persisted in the business, -eirtmaiimients, and «tioyed them all 
luxuries of life, till the very day in which Noah 
entered into the ark-, and then the deluge came 
with irresistible fury, so that it overbore and 
destroyed them all at onee ; (Cen. vi. |3 , v ii. 2 1 ) 

2S Likaotse also as it was at Sodom in the days of 2 ^ also as 

Lot, they did eat and drink, thtv bought and did^Jaf 

sold, tkiy planted vineyards, and^Jbmlt magmfi:i.they d^fanit; Xy 
cent houses, and tiever thuiight themselves bought, they, bold, 
more secure, or their [deasant country uTbre like 
2<i to flourwh ; Thus did they carelessly go on, de- "ij ' bu( (he sanip 
spiking every admonition of tlicir guilt and dan- day that ua went 
cer ; but on the very day when Lot went out 
S^dom, an horrible tempest of fire and brim- 



and fyreteb the destruction of tite unbelieving Jews. 185 " 

Slone from heaven, s(me wus rained dowH by tlift Ltvrd/rom heaveuj 
aiid destroyed them ^ sutlden ovmhvovf destroyed theittalL <'X*viii 

30 Even tiuis bhall 24.) 'EveTT SO- shall it hit in the 

itbciniheday wheniiay of Mm IS revealed, when liexvii sa 

displav His po^er in the dcstrnd 
tion of:^ fe|is sinfiH^eople : the Jeivish nation 
shall be confident tt&if there was 

not the least c|]S^er, indulging themselvea in all 
kinck pf IqxuI^iIIhI extravagance, « till they shall 
h see ruin surrotmding thetn on every side, from 
which itMrill be ^ tinpossible for them to escape, 
as it was for t ho sinners of the old world, or the 
inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. (Compare 
Mat. xxiv. 37—39,, sect, clxiii.) ^ 

31 In that daj% he ihaf ^ay, if any one shall be taking the air 3 1 

Of'**® I'of »'>y 

hibstufliH the house, Other purpose, and his best dress wd /urnHure 
itt liim not come /;^ ^ the Jiouse, let him not come down into the 

-li'ilJuMi’Is ‘o "“’“y •>“* i®‘ ‘>>® 

in tho field, ut him readiest way by those steps which go down on 
iikewibe not return the oiitsidc of the building : and he that is at 
work in the field, stripped of his upper-garments, 
let him likeidse not return back, though it he but 
a few steps, to take it. (Compare Mat. xxiv. 

.32 Kcmernber j:.ot's 17 , IS, scct. clxi.) Blit remember the awfiil32 
example of LoCs wife, with tlie dreadful issue 
of her delaying and looking back ; (Gen. xix. 

26.) and take heed lest, like her, you perish in 
that sudden vengeance, which shall overtake 
your former abode, if you allow yourselves to 
linger in it, or tinn back for the sake of any 

3.3 wh'iocvcr shall thing you have left there. For in that day, /i6'33 
XaU '\*nd pfcscrvc his life by retiring in- 

utiosoe^iiv shall lose to souie fortified city, and especially into that 
where it might seem he sboiilu be safest, shall 
lose it ; but he that shall be thought to take the 


luduljms themselves in all kiuds of 
lu\uiy and extravagance.] It is not 
unse.iSQnable foe Great Britain to recol- 
lect, that when a pompous and luxurious 
way of living has ccu ie ta ita height m 
many of the most considerable ancient 
.and moii^ra nations, there has been a 
very sudden transiUaa to the lowest' 
stiite of servitude and ruin. All histones 
uliound with instanced of thib khid ; and 
God {frant that our own age may not add 
one to the number ! 


•l Lrt hun 7io( ame doten nto the house 
io tuke ti Mttvry.] This s.hev s, beyond all 
co5tro\ ei s y , that tins dnc(. ui ‘ e i efers not 

to ibejfnal judgment, frou there 

can be no escape ; bat to tie* dv sir action o) 
Jctifta/etn, trgin whicJi it is well knoun 
that many Christians veie preserved by 
,ftiis caution. See Orotius in loc. — The 
.fewish houses were built with a dal roof, 
and had stairs on the outside to^g down 
from the top. Compare note* on Cuke 
V IP, Vol I p. 258, 



186 Where /he (farcase.is, the eagUs will be gathered, together. 


stcT. ready way to lose his llfe^ shall premve it ; for 
cxxviii tlu-y who regard my admonitions, and retire, 
boweveV ttieir conduct may be hn- 

prudent, shall survive the general 

34 I tell you, in that night, tY»i ^\oovay 

tons time, the V^rovidenc^if Gt^-lsball be 
strangely seen, in delivering dfmy disci- 
ples, when others in, tlie very^'^ine places, and 
circumstances shall perish in the common cala- 
mity : there shall, for instai^e, be two persons 

■ lying in the savie bed; and the one shall be ta- 
ken oy the enemy,* awt the 0her dismissed. 

35 7 wo teamen shall he grinding togefher at ttie 
sanije null ; the one shall be tween, and the other 

36 dismissed. And tm men shall be ivorking or 
walking together in the feld ; the one shall he 
taken, and the other dismissed. {Compare Mat. 
xxiv. 40, 41, sect, clxiii.). 

37 they answered and said to him, Where, 

Lord, and to whom shall this destruction hap- 
pen ? ^ And he said to them, That common pro- 
verb is applicable to the present occasion, 
Wheresoever the carcase there will the ea- 
gles be gathered together wherever the impe- 
nitent and unbelieving Jews are, the vengeance 
of God will pursue them, and the Homan eagles 
shall (ds it wore) fly upon them as a helpless, 
prey ; and s(j, where their numbers are the 
largest, there the destruction will be greatest 
and most terrible. (Compare Mat/ xxiv. 28, 
sect, clxi.) 


Ins life, shall prebcrvt; 
It. 


54 I tell you, iTT 
.that niuhtthrre shall 
be two men in "no 
bed ; the onesluH be 
taken, and the other 
shall be left. 


T5 Two woini'ii 
*-lidll be !iriridiii;> to- 
I , the OIK sliall 
he taken, and the o- 
thcr left. 

5() Two men shall 
be in the field , the 
one siwill be taken, 
.ind the other lett. 

57 And they an- 
swered and said un- 
to him, \Vluu‘, 
Loid> And he said 
unti) them, Wh»'n- 
soever the bedy 7\ 
thither will tie ea- 
gles be gathered to- 
gether. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Ver. 20. May our minds be formed to a true taste and relish for the 
kingdom of God! and may we learn wherein it cuisists; not, 
like the kingdoms of thLs world, in external pomp and splendour, 

*■ The one skull be taken by the enemy.] nisalera above, that I might leave room 
That this IS the sense of the word arafa- lor it. 

X)j99»i5-f7fti, and that m thf lat- e f-f h Teioever the carcase u, fidp.] Dr. 

ter clause should be rendered dtsm$se<U Clarke has explained the general sense 
or let go, r think Eisner has alamdautjy of this proverb with great judgment, 
proved; (>bserv Vol, T. p. g62, 263.^ — (See his Seventeen Sermons, p. 381, df 
ife has likewi»e shewn there, how custo- seq.) It is, as if it had liecnifaid, The 
niary it was for mmen to grind nt the mlL '> like routes will produce the like ejferts. Eut 
See also Bos. Kxere f>. 30, it seems to suggest so proper an allusion 

i nkere, I/jrd, fcc.] lhave seen few to the Roman standards, and to the car- 
paraphrases which do not aupersedc this nage they made of the Jews, that 1 could 
queation ; I bav e forbore mentioning Je- not forbear introducing the mention of it 
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i)ut in righteousness y peace, joy in the Holy Ghosiy^n^ that in^ sfct. 

ward subjection of soul to the Divine government which iSf^the'-'X^vm 

•essence of religion, ant^^^and security and felicity ol^ our ’ 
• nature's! Many are, limlft)& pAamew, talking of it, and ex- 
pecting it, while ic is they it not *, and,ver. 21 

perhaps, despise the bumh^^ChrJsdlns fn it resides, and 
most eminently triumphs. who think mosi'ligbtly of 

it never have cause to wish at i^kifqr the; return, of those ^s 
of the Son of man, whfSih^-are noj^ibeirbikiKleu, lather tbaiifteif 22 
pleasure, while they hear vital '.%ii(k,4nward religion in vain re- 
commended and enforced \ 

What our Lord s 2 iys of his coming to the destruction of Jeru-26'—^0 
salnn, may be applied, as it is elsewhere, to \m appearance at 
the final judgment, of which the fon^erwas a %ure. Thus shall 
the men of that geyieraiionhc immersed in business and pleasure; 
and that tremendous day shall come upon them, even as a thief 
in the night; so that they shall find .themselves overwhelmed 
with irrecoverable rum, While they cr^', Peace and safety; (l 
'riies. V. 2. 15.) And thus doth the awtul hour of death, which 
consigns men over to judgment, surprise the generality of mani 
kind, while they are thoughtless of u and unprepared for its ap- 
proach, amidst all the solemn warnings of it which they daily 
receive. May we be always in a prepared posture, and daily 
li\e as on the verge of eternity 1 

And if once we are engaged in a course of serious preparation, 32 
let us remember Lofs tvife, and take heed that we tumyiot back 
aoain. We fiee,> ols for our lives; let us mot look behind us. 31 
Whatever is to be left, whatever is to be lost, it is enough if Our 
life be given us as for a prey. 

If we have any just hope that it will be so given us, we have 34— 36 
a great deal of reason to own and adore the riches of divine grace 
to us, of that distinguishing grace which has takenus when others 
are left ; some, perhaps, employed in the same business, and 
dwelling in the same phee ; and, may not I add,* some lying in 
the W too! 

In a word, let all seriously bethink themselves^ andfiee from 
the wrath to come. God spared not Judea, that favourite coun- 
try, when they rejected his gospel, and his {Son : let us fear, 
lest he also spare not us: (Roni. xi. 20, 21.) In this respect also, 
wheresover the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered to-31 
gather. The same causes will proiluce the same effects; and 
when we, in particular, of these happy, but sinful nations, con- 
sider our numerous and aggravate provocations,.wc shall see 
much greater reason to wonder that the judgments of God have 
been $0 long delayed, than that they shpultl at last fall upon us 
with an insupportable weight. 



1 68 Christ deliveri0€ parable oflhe importunate widow, 


V ; SECT. CXXIX. 

Christ presses his disciples ta perseimlppe in prayer, by the pa?:, 
able, of the iwpartunate mdow ; and t'ecommends Immility by 
that of the PhiHsee aha^^j,ica^yA.\x\e XVIH. 1 — 14.' 

,Lvkr'XVIIL/|? ' :.v Lv« XVIII. 1. 

srcT. US our Lord dis^jourted' with hb dij<fcipJes ^M) ho ^ako a 
cxxix. of tho approaching destruction of Jerusafetti parable «rnto 
^^'by the Romans ; and, for their cncooitoment ‘„';:"'’o«gtra1'.n' 
xviii 1 ‘>'»der those hardships, which; they might in the topr.iy, and not to 
rnejau time ex|)ect, fropi their 'unbelieving 
e«|flntrytiien, or ^ethers, ke ^'Spake a parable to 
them ; which was’int^ided to incuicate upon 
them this great truth, that, how distressed so- 
ever their circtimstancea might be, they ou^ht 
always to pray with faith" and perseverance, and 
not to faint under their trials. 

2 For thb purpose he discoursed to them in the '2 Sm jd?, i Imti’ 

followiuff manner, saying. There was ajndae wasmacitj ajiui,-.-, 
in a certain City, who neither feared (joa, norre^ r^<z^nU 

iicrenced man ; but was wicked enongb to set ed man 

light by all regards to both, and to make his own 
humour and ^-Mular interest the onlv rule of his 

3 actions. Jnd ihefre was a widow in that city who 
iiad sustained some injury from an enemy more 
p(3\verful than herself ; and, laving no other way 

ic) obtain redress, she came to him, at a place 3 And tTicrr w.is a 
and tinw when she could not be denied access, 
and said, I come to put myself under the protec- hmi;L*>infi/Av(M4c 
tion ol the law, aim to demand thine assistance me oi’ mmii aA\ er- 
as a magistrate, to do me justice against mini 
adversary,^ that I may not shik hrtder his op- 
4 pressive attempts. This was her ca.se plea; 4 And he Tiouia 
yet as she brought no present in her hand, he 
Would not, J or u corfeiderabje time, take any no- 
tice of it : but, aa she still persevered in her peti- though i f« ar not 
Uon, he afterwards said within himself, Though 
indeed I neither fedrjrodfnar reverence man, 
and therefore eare liSt wWt becomes of this VetbeoauRcUus 
cause, or who ha» thlS jigbt ^r’ the wrong of it; twnlikth me, 
5 Yd because this kfiportunate widow gives me 

* I)o mejutlice against mme lulvirsary.'j taken m the vCfsion to evptcss it so a": 
Thib 19 tlie undoubted import of the phraae not to suggest the idea of revengf. 

' iUunroi juit j and care should lja\e been 
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I mil aviMige h-r, trouhlc by her continued application^ /on'/? 

ArM«7,‘ ^ 


iric. 


etitioii, she even atun and 
'ircries.^* . ' 

'd miy Hear^iA obj^rve, wimtQ 
uj^ion tffis t^maf^kable oc- 
dwns himso^f to be prevail 
ual cries of one wdiom otber- 
iRve regnpd^(J. And if thO'7 
of a‘'^r ividotv thus '^rfe- 



ou 

6 And the Lord - 

sai<r. lUar what t).e (],•, unflUtil 
.n.j„.ljudgeta..h. 

ed oil by the 

7 And shall not j^Ollld 

.md liighi iiiito him, oailed QU at) Ji^ighteoi]^ person, ?i 9 i a 
tho.-Bh ho bear long i ighteoMS Go 4 ipaeb'ipore be moved to.vindkate 
vit 1 1 ein elect y his chosen end dearjy beloved peo- 

ple, that cry to hittt'^ay and night, under the 
cruel oppression pf I'heirjnsttftilfg enemies, ev^n 
though he may seem to vear Ung with them, to 

H I tell you, that space for repenumce?*^ Yes, I say^ 

Ji'iiedilr Nmwhe! anlo you, he tttlVl certainly vitidkate them; and 
lo^s When thoscinof wiicii hc oncc Undertakes it, he will Ao 'it speedily 
111.111 Cometh, shall iqq . and this generation of men shall see and 
l'!irii"> Nevertheless, when the 

Sonof 'tnan, having been put in possession of 
his glorious kingdoirf, cofuCs to appear for this 
important purpose, will he find faith in the 
land?'^ The pensecution will be so severe as 
almost to bear it down; but Jpt the remem* 
brthice of what I have now spoken, be a comfort 
to ipy people, and a warning to those that in- 
jure tliem. 


!■ She even stun and weary tne o«/.] The 
uord urwiria^f) is vciy pmphatical, and 
pigni Ill's <fi stun or heat dvw i by violent 
.ntid r'pi'ati'd blows on the head. Com- 
pare J Coi. I' 27. • ^ 

« 7 /iou<ifi may seem to bear lon^ mth 
them, Stt,] The lenined Elsiii'r supposes 
with a smd'l alteration in 
th' .K-Lvot to correspond to |044.v74rv, and 
uovild icnilcr it, Sha/t he mt aieni,e kis 
ilctt^ nho erif bt him, andteuit patirnify fttr 
it, that IS, foi hi*! appearance in tbcirfa 
\our? '(fibner, ObsCrv. Vol I. p. 26.5, 
2('’> ) lint, as I caiinpt tluiik.tl^ wordi 
will n.itiiiaily bear sm-h a eonbtruction, 
or that the aiilhorities ho prod'.ccs are 
sitiTactarVi I cJiO'.iSi' to reta ti om ler- 
siou Kor can I, on this intcrpn;rattou, 
pci(ui\c wtny incon8u.teiiC' botwcGii \cr. 
7 and '• , since it is plan), t*od might xvait 
lonff, and yet at lengtii execute a 
and iiifhlen vengeanc^ on the peueOntin)' 
rncniiO'» of his pejpic. Compare Psal, 
fwii! Uab. 11 3j and especially 


Scclos, xxxr. IS; to which words Gro> 
tins supposes there is an allustnn here. 

it ff |« he f.nd faith iti the land il is 
evident the word y»j oiften signifies, not 
the earth in general, but some particular 
land or emnis^ ; as ip Acts vii, 3, 4, 1 1, 
and in numberless other places. And the 
context here InniM it to Uie less extensive 
signiHOation. — Thd- belieimg Hebrews 
were evidently in great danger of being 
weaned out with their persecutions anti 
distresses. (Comphre Heb. lii 12 — 14, 
X. 33 — 39; x|i 1-^; Jam. i. 1 — 4 ; li 
6; V. 10; 1 Fet. li 20 — 2j ; in 14—17, 
iv. I, 2, 12^19; V. 9, 10.— Mr. FW 
ining argues from hence, that deism shall 
prevail very much towaids the conclu- 
pf the Millennium: (Chrystulogy, 
Vol il. p. 358.) but it is evident fioni 
the coimvction, as stated abote, that this 
cannot jus'lv be infen-ed from this texr , 
nor dobs the faot itself seem at all pio 
bablc. 
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0t(l ktimlfie publkdtt. 


iiECT. He also spake mwhther parable to certain 9 Jf 

iSf,' P’’"'- MS.iHhi’ch i™? 

^ Tk arrogant concoit of thejr own me- ed m themseivcuhat. 

XVIII.9ritj themselves^ righ- they were righteous,, 

lOiem, a«rf*.«pwrf«MwMreprobiwr>There 

were, said he, Titfomei\vf^:u}ei^t(^^io the tem^ n|iintoti»e temple to 
pie to ptay there, choosing their par- pray; t».eoneaPha- 

•tici|lar devotiops at that aac^plaoe; aticl the 
" ^ of them w^ a dne o^’that ijeqt so 

greatly honoured amOiig ycp^ and the oiker a 
pvhlkany^y^iiiva yoa are used to number with 
IJthe most' conterinptible^of ooiokind. And the n The 
Pharisee slandina bv him^at as-^eat a dis- 2°, ,“h h?S; 
taj&cO as he could from', the miserable sinner, cod, i thank thee, 
irao had entered^llbe tempTe with him, as if he that i am not as 
feared being polltited by touching him, or any “I 

’ Other pei-son less holy than himself prayed in adulterers, or even 
this manner, O^God, J thank thee, that I am as this pubhean 


not as the' generality of other men am ; but have 
always had the grace to withstand those vile 
temptations which conquer and enslave them ; 
so tnat I am not like the rapacious, unjust, adul- 
terous generation among whom I live, or even 
' like this wretched puhlicaii that stands there at 
a distance, who probably is all this, and more : 
l2Thou knowesi^'O Lord, that 1 am zealous in JSi fast twice m 
all the tuaditions of the elders; that in confer- 
mity to them I fast twice a week;^ and with the 
greatest strictness I pay tithes of all that 1 pos- 
sess, not excepting even the very herbs' of my 
garden, (Compare Mat. xxiii. 23, atid Luke 
, xi. 42 .) ■ Thus the Pharisee offered his devo- 
tions, standing as near as* he* could to the court 
of the priests ; confident in his own distinguish- 
ed sanctity, an%(leSfrous to be observed by 
13 others. Lf t^poor humble ^Hima stand- 
Dig ajar ojj, in the court of the Gentiles, as un- would not hft up h- 
worthy to be numbered among God’s people, much as his eyts im- 
aiid much more unworthy to appear in the pre- heaven, but &in.;ri. 
sence of so holy a Deity, would not ''a much as 
lift up his e^es to heSticn^ the habitation of the , 

Divine holiness isud glory : baUspiote on his 


* As if he fuared being pnlluted by hcrally to kefp private fajts on Mondaj ! 
toui'liing him, &0 J Thus Camcro vvcti lUid 'liiiirsdays, as the primitive ('hij<- 
oyplaius this clause.” Compare ISiTj lxv. 5. tiaus did on Wednesdays and Fiicl.iys; 

f 7 f nt Ux,ice n ideek.\ It ha.s‘h«en ob- and onr Lord had toriucrly rtpioud 
served bV conimentatoiN. that the their ostentatious Wanner of doing it ^ 
e'.pecully the Pharifcees, n^ed ge» Mai vi. 16— tS. Ste Dru'-lu'- in loo, 
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upon his bresist, say. breast y in tok^o of tlie^tiuterest remorse and 8 ««t. 
fuf’to^mc ^ Moucr ' deepest humiliation, feeing, 0 God, I entreat axa- 
thee be r^rciful to me a miserable wV/jid",* 

tliat I have nothing to hope but„;“ '3 
froAf^lne nches of thine uoifierited and torfeit- 
ed {iroodties. , 

1 4 1 tell yon, this N ow,. Lord, I say unto yoUy and 1 1 4 

man went down to vvould have ^fM'diligeutiy observe it, that this 

?li“Ztho“olS poor,-.|)OrtWej%lf.aB^.Fg dowito-^ 

for every one that houst :}usttfie(l tt^hcT tmu the Other ; and would 
exaitpibhimsoifshaii have been far tSore acceptable in the sight of 
God than the.ftaris^, ifhe had^indeed been 
wplfbhalibtf exalted, that molul upright mao he pretended : even in 
that case his pride and confidence in bis^own 
righteousness would have bl^ed all ; for every 
one that txalieth himself shall he abased; hut 
he that humhleth himself shall be exalted ; ^ as 
nothing is more hateful to God than pride, and 
nothing more amiable than lowliness of oiiud. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Tfow hateful is the character of this iinjust judge, who neitker'^^^’^ 
feared God nor reverenced man, but centered all his regards in 
himself ' How hateful, and how contemptible, in any circum- 
stance of life; especially in a magistrate, the guardian of the 
public interest, in comparison of which he pjlght to forget his 
own ! Vet even he was prevailed upon by importunity ; and j 
oni I.ord mentions it to encourage the fervor of our addresses to ^ 
tlie throne of grace What then, is the blessed God, like tliisg ' 
unjust judge j to be weaned out with a peal of words, and there- 
by weakly induced to do what would Otherwise have been con- 
trary to his designs ? Far from us be so absurd and so impious 
a thought [ Our condescending Lord only intended to intimate, 
thill if the repeated importunate cries of the afflicted may at 
ItMigth prevail even on an inhuman heart, they will be much 
inori^ u’garded by a righteous and merciful Godi who is always 
ready to bestow^ his favours when he secs we are prepared to re- 
ceive them. — We may be sure that God will vindicate his elect : 

* A iQiscrablc iijjaiT.'J It is very ap- >» livery one that exalteth hunsetf skalt he 
paieiil, that the «/'/ner often sigiii- This appears to have been 

lies an a'land'A^d a/e, or, as ne a favourite maxim with our Ijord, since 
commonly express it, « vneked wretch; we 6ud it repeated almost in these \ery 
and nut tborclv one who has lu bOine jii- wpnisj^io less than three diilerent tunes; 
stances \ lolated the divine law , » Inch, not tu mention n multitude of expressions 
alas, lias been, aiul is the case with the In sense nearly equivalent, .hee Vat. 
lust of men. see Psal, xx\i. 9; Amos xxiii. 12, ami Luke xlv. 11. Compare 
IV ID; 'Mat. ix. 10, 11 , xxva. 4.'i; Luke note^rKct. clvii. 

VI, ^‘2, .Tj; vh. :}7,-;J9; \i\. 7, Juliu i\. 

24, .‘’J ; and 1 'rimuihv i. 9. 



1 9 ^ Reflectms oil and humUity. 

sEct. let this pncpurage though ithe rod of the wicked may for 

<^3t«ix. a wh^ rest on their back; "and (ct it intimidate the proud op- 
premrs of the earthy who, in the Pjyst of all their pomp and 
power, are $o vwretched as to havd ^ p|)^y^rs of God’s people 
against them. ' . V 

9 How instructive is this pai^ble of th0 publican and Pharisee I 
and how well connected with to teach us that kumili- 

ty, without which repeated he repeated insults and 

ai&olifts to heaved 1 Let .vis Xi(:kfiru.^)m*yw'selves that we are 
righteous^ and de9pm athera ^ hutVatheif be severe to our own 
faults, and candid to tiieirs. ' ' 

1 1 Behold this arrogant Pharisee^ standing apart from iho.puhli- 
catif but as near as he could the seat of the Divine Majesty ! 
And' hear him boldly c^braring his own praises rather than 
thosh of his Makfijrl God, / tiam thee^ that I am not as other 
men. We see atman ipay acHnowledge it is the grace of God 
which mute tha difference between hiui and others; and yet 
w'hile he professes that kmMing doctrine of the gospel may he 
blown up with pride : yea, he may nourish and t»xpress that pride 
the words in which he declares his faith. Mistaken creature • 
that imagined this cncomiuynoa himself was a prayer^ and trust- 
ed in' this defective morality, and these ceremonies of human de- 
vice, while an utter stranger to real vital religion. Happier, a 
thousand times happier, the poor publican, when abasing him- 
self in the dust; when smiting ayt his breast ; when owning him- 
self a sinner, aod imploring the divine mercy as his only Iiope ! 
Lord, we equally need it : may we with equal humility seek it ! 

13 May we habitually maintain those views of ourselves which 
may promote that humility so necessary in order to the accept- 
ance of our addresses, and therefore to the happiness of our 
souls. And indeed, if in our approaches to God we can place 
, our confidence in any righteousness of our oun, whatever we 
may imagine of onf own Knowledge or holiness, we have need 
to be taught again the first principles of both, and are strangers 
to the csseniiiMS of relij^on. 

SECT. eXXX. 

' Christ opens the eyes of a man who was bom blind; and the san- 
hedrim examine strictly into the evidence oj the miracle. 
.lohn IX. 1 — 23 . 'i 


fiOaK IX. 1. 

0UII Lord was now come to Jerusalem, at the 
feast of dedication, about the middle of De- 
cember; ‘ and as he was passing along through 



‘ About thfr middle of December.] S<>e Wotwithstandmg all the pains which Mr, 
note tbcie,NCft. . Wbiston has takc’i to pro^ e that the tim 



Christ meets teitkofte J^lwds bombUnd. 


by, he saw a inati 
u'bich was blind fiou 
kis biith. 


2 Ami Ins disrtpteg 
viflwed him, sayiug, 
Master, vho did siq, 
tins man, ur bis pa- 
icuts, that lit: a«i3 
born blind ? 


John 
IX. 2, 


Jesus answered, 
Neither hath this 
iMJii sinned, nor his 
jKuents but that the 
works of Cud should 
he made niauifist in 
inm- 


4 I must work the 
inks ui him th<it 
ent me while 
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the Streets of that city, ^ poor 7mn who sect. 

had been blind ftem his birth y thit sat an^jask- exx^c. 
ed relief trom the;^ that went by, 

And di'sciplesy taking ndiicfe of the fioof 
man^ease, applied tbeQiselves to Jesus, , and 
asked hiniy conci^mg ity B,ahbi\ we 

desire tb(^ i^ldest tell ua, tAq it was that shu 
tied in so ex|||l^rdinary and aggravated a man- 
ner as m occasion such a JtnJfHi'ent ? 
tnan himself guiltyiof soflte heinous cribe^ 
as some of out" doctors suppose be fingbt be, 
in a pre-existef]|t state?** or had his parents, be- 
fore his birth J oottwi^fted some notorious sin? 
for we apprehend he woe born blind, ^as a 
ptimsbmcrn to hinlWif, or tlitetn, or both. . , 

But Jesus, waving the curiosity of the quf s-3 
tion, answered. It isiint because either this man, 
or his parents, hme sinned la such an extraor- 
dinary manner as you suppose; norr-^as the 
punishment of either the chief design of this 
dispensation of Providence, to the intent of it 
was, that the miraculous works of God might be 
remarkably manifested iV restoring him to sight, 
as you will quickly see. For however the 'ma-4 
lice ol the Jews may be irritated by it, / mmt 
p'ifform the works tf him thatjent me while it 


of the blind mmi, of .which we have an ac- 
oouiit hore, hjpp<;i|bd several muntbs be* 
tuic Cbiist (lisouvired hiin<seLf lo him in 
the tcmplu, and indeed at the preceding 
least of tiitierndcleb, I (.hoose, with the 
rality of Ci'itiOb, to intrud uco it here; 
not morel}' that the thread of the btory 
might nut be intei ruptesd, but becaniie 
Ml. U'liibton^s reasonn (in hta Uaroionyf 
]) .385,) appear inconclu&ne. Fort Site 
not but all here vecoided mu;ht hnppch 
within the cunipa'-s of two or thiee days 
at most, nay, perhaps, of oik* shiglc'day. 
And It itCeai4 much mtue probable, that 
wapnyon [ab he passed] might be used 
here without any immediate refjprence 
to nrafeyiv, in the preceding Verse', (John 
vhi. ult sect, ev.) than that when Christ 
was fieeiag out of i he temple hi the has- 
ty Rranner desertl>ed theie, his idisciptes 
a<} he poised away ffum bis wftemioe, 
nhould put so nice a 'queMioo to him 
Ml ver. *2,) or that he should stand stilV 
to discourse with them, and to fierform 
«iiob a cure m so leisurely a manner, na 
it IS plain this was done, 

\ 01. II 


* In a pre-existenl slate,] Dr Light- 
foot, (Hojr. Heb. in loc.) shews, that some 
Babbies hstve wildly fancird a child 
iniglit sin in its mother's womb - but inu&t 
Gomme^latota,ni^thju''ter reason, agioe, 
that this i;efers to the notion the Jews 
had of the transmigration of souk I'hev 
thmygbt that if » man behaved himself 
aortiss be was afterwords sent into atio^ 
ther bodjr^ where he' met witli great ca- 
lamiliesV'and lived on much worse teiina 
thanbefoie; wlierca<i a mure advanta- 
geous situadoA than the former was 
supi^sed the reward of distingu shed 
vtstife : si Mtioii which th(*Y borrowcil 
frote the Pythagoreans ; wh'ch seems to 
behintt^ at by Joqejdfus, and U plnmly 
reicrred .th, W'isd. mm. 19, SO. (Com- 
pare Mai xr\. U.)-— Perhaps the 

disciples might {tot this quention on pur- 
pose to learn our Lord'a sentnneots on 
tula subject of onril^ns specuHtion, but 
hetvisely declined' to e<pre‘^s deci-»lon 
of the matter, lu dg on somctliing ihkfo 
QS« fu) 


O 
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Jle inirac^lousli^^opem his eyes. 


srcT. /.V Jrtf/, and the oppdirltinity of dispatchiinr it day : ti»e ni^ht com- 
ixxx. continues; for- 1 well know that the night iA’ Jlan work” 
covtingy in which no man can work: 1 sw death 
IX 4 apj)roacliii)g, which, as it puts a p^ric^ in ge- 
neral, to hninan labours, so will close the scene 
ef such miracles as the*>e, and-iremove me from 
the coi)vci*se and society of inen.^ ^^But. so 5 As long as i am 

as I am in the worlds I am of the *" world, i am 

KwWj^^aiid, as a prool of the divine itluimna- thcwor«. 

lion I am capable "of giving, I have often re- 
stored sight to the blind; and 1 will do it in this 


instance ^ 

Now when he had spokeji\thus, that he might 
€'M rcise.tlie faith and obedi^*Uce of the patient, 
and r^i^ight^hew tha^t he could command effica- 
cy on whatever mi^tis he should please to use, 
he spat oil the ground,^ and made day with the 
spittle, and anointed the eyes of the hlmd man 
with the clay: And then, for a farther trial 

of his resignation and subuiissiou, he said to 
him, (yo, wash at the pool oj Siloani;^ {which 
word SiloaiD, being hilerpreted from the He- 
brew, signifies i^ent, and so bore some analogy 
to the cliaracter of Jesus, as ^ent of God.) He 
thcrefot'c presently compliod with fhe direction, 
and went away, an^ washed as he was ordered, 
and had no sooner done it, but he ca/nc from 


<) Whon he bad 
thus spuken, he opal 
on tht' gioiiiid, and 
made elay ot the 
spittle, and he anoint- 
ed tlie eyes of the 
blind man uith the 

7 And bald unto 
him, Oo wadi III the 
pool of Siltiaui,(v hieh 
Is bv lutcipretiUion, 
Sent.') Hi went iiis 
w.iy lluii'foie, and 
washed, and canv 
seeing. 


the pool seeing and not only found his sight 
given him, hut his eyes were at once so re- 
mtnkabiy strengthened, that he immediately 
could hear the lighM ' , ^ ^ 

I he neighbours ther fore, and they who had whieb hriore had 
seen him before, and known that he was always him th.a he was 
Mmd, sag one, to another, /s ml thg he that 
sat in the street^ and asked [chdritf] of those begged ^ 


<■ ff'fisk at the pool of Afonm.] Perhaps 
hv this command oar Lord intended 
to make the miracle uh lDuch the more., 
taken notice of , for a orowd of people 
would natiiiallv father round him, to 
obfacne the event of sq atrjn||;<^ 
.icription. And ae it is oxctodifljf proba- 
ble, that tiie blind ai. guide to 

lead hitu, especially through Uic streets 
of So populous a city, he might natu- 
rally mcuiion th^ en;nnd tliey were go- 
ing upon, and call tlMtse that saw him to 
.1 jjreatci aiteution. Accordingly tbw 
r.iirucle was afterwards talked ot with 
parliciilar regaid; John xi. 37, sect. rsl. 
— \s lor the pool of 'bloarn, it was sup- 
plied from the fuunluin oi that name 


which arose in the soiph-west part itf 
Jcnmleni. See nuie^* uii Luke mii. 4, 
p. r.?7i and Reland Pjli'itin p. rto7 
«l Copid beatr tlie light.] I his is stroiig- 
Iv intimated in the phrase he lame ire- 
me Compare note ^ sect. Uvw i. . ul. I. 
p. 474.— -PerhaiJS he had been taught by 
thP.example of Naamau not to despise 
the inb|i4 rtieain. when pro- 

rsJribed in the view of a nnr.K Ic. Yet il 
H plain he did not know tins was Je^ub 
of Na/.areth yet, and t-o li.ul no paitieu- 
lar faith in him, (compare veV. 12,) 
which shews, by the, way, that such a 
faith was nut iiiii\eis.ally ici|uircd as a 
condition of reccJ^ oi;; a cure. 



,Tl 3StO- 8F<S 

Jt W CX3t 



The man tells ih^^peopk:ho0'he receive^fflns sight. 1§^j. j 

who passed by? Wheiicc iS" there such, 

9 Some .said, This nishitig alteration in him ^ And some 

="S «?« W ‘f^dethers, Tth indeed *«y mucW 
lie said, 1 am he, hke hm; y$t It cannot bc the person himself: * 

*lbuf\ he satdf and confidently averred, Trdly 

10 Therefore said am the very mki» The^ therefete said to him, 10 4 

I"'"" ' ' 

fid? to hayeh^ blind? 'Gould any medicine have 

11 He answered 5o’jitfange a0,etfeet? And*Stf fejohVd, i'fcertain 1 1 

"d’j* "’“.X' an^ who, is famous for 

clay, and atiuinied marfy Other Extraordinary work^j^^^w^df' day by 
mine ejes, and uaid spitting ooj tJ^c gTound, and, having anointed 

unto ine. Go to the Qq ji^ 

anrT’went SHoani, and waskihere-^md accordingly / 

and wasb d, and I andmshed,an(l ‘mmQ6\i^]y r(‘ceived7n)/ Sight ; 

received sight. ^ wdfd^, a true and exact 

account of this woirdertht 

12 Then said they neu sdU they to 'hm,'‘iVhere is he that per- 12 

iinto hnii, Wheic is fonned this, arid save thce sijch directions ? And 
not. he said, I do not know} foi’ J have never )ct 

seen hirn', nor ever converged with him, other- 
wise than as I just ifow told you. 

And they brought him teho had formerly been 13 
blind, to the Pharisees in the grand sanhedrim, 
tliat he might be examined by them; that so, if 
there was any’ ffand in the' matter, they niiglit 
I i And It was the discover and expose it '-Now it was on thc\\ 

aiici oiK-ned his cave’s, manner before relateq, and opened nis eyes; 

which was a cirddmata'nce that some of these 
hypocritical rulers pretended to take great of- 
15 Then again the fence at. Ths PhuriseiS therefore, disposed to 1 .. 

h/m’^h^w bc^had^w- could, asked him again, 

cel^ cd hib sight He how Or by 'whai meaiM reveked his sight. Jnd 
said unto tiiein, He he said ter them; exactly as he had bidbre de- 
a»<iT »” the’p4!opfe,-^f« only put flap upon nine 

jiid iosee ’ ryes, attd I tberi, accottlirig to iiis comnmiui, 
went and washed at the neighbouring pool of Si- 
loam, and, behold I do now see perfectly nell. 


n They brought 
to tlir Pliaribccs hrm 
tluii aiuie-lune was 
blind. 


V ' I A ■' 

^ Jt is UkibM, Thje chcttinsuat^e , f on%o sahhth-daijf Atr.] Dr. 
of Imvijig .rpcouTeiiti his sight 'Ijfbtfuotlm^S'^or. Hebr.rOOver, f>.jliab 

hitaa^^|iiruft^nritdndcln erfQl|^W$i<!li . $h0wo; tbbt aQouitiag the eyes ou tin 
wuaid render him il'otnetbing «raf ike 0ab6ath , day with any kind of mediciue 

be waa before, and might occasion a was forbnJorn to ttie Ji-fd by ibe truJi- 

doubt tuthose who were not well aet^aatht. tion of the eldeii^' 

•d iifitl* him: as B. Hall ju»il> observgp, 



ISt6 Iking qnes^ned by,th£Mnhidrmi*a division arises. 


^tcT, Then. said .some qf the Pharisees, 7'kis man, Therefore said 
tkoM^\i%meut\y possessed of some extmordi- 
'p^jOlBFy power, is not, to be 'sure, a messj^D^er of oT God, because be 
¥ iffi' Gar/, nor can he perform these '^orks'by a pi- heepith not the sab- 
' vmc agency, because be absei'^tb the sacred 
rest or the sabbath, whicll the Uw^or Ood so CX- that is a sinner do 


pressly enjoins. Jiut ethers moresp^Hs^ir Mirf, '*«cii miraeies ? And 

JioTsi c((7j.a man that is a notQriotis^&rr and sab- them^*^***^ 

batl) -br^iife cr , as y otf suppose ibis mam to be^ do 

such great and heneticial ^iracki'f. which wear 

all the marks of^a divine original that can beinria- 

gined ? / hid there toas a vrarm debate and divwwi 

among themm this important question ; the few 

iViends of Christ among tltem^not fading to urge 

so great an advautag^^^l^inst the rest.^ 

J 7 line, to pr&vont the oS&ace^hat might be talc- i'' They s*y unto 
en at their dispute, turned and said again wL^ratclt'S'of 
to the blind man (that is, to him svho had i)ec‘n him, that he hath 
blind, and still was spoken of by that title,) tiune ejes^ 
U'/mt suyesi thou c^utrrnwg him, since he * 

os thou declares?, opened tkim eyes ? And he 
freely said, It is clear to me that he is a most 
illustrious Prophet; for surely otlierwise he 
would have been unable to perform so great a 
mirack^- * 

18 The J^ws iher^pm of thia great council, be- But tho jcus 
ing generally displeas^ with fcis reply, and yet 1 ™! ".X 

uiKibIc to inV'alidate it if the miracle was aUow- i» 3 d bfcn binui, and 
od, ^ould not believe concerning him on his own i«centd lu night, 
fcivdlt, that he had loMnerly heat blind, and 
now received his s/ghf; inst repFesettibed it as a bad icoencd his 
confederacy between bitn and Jesus, d>y an ea- ®‘8ht. 
sy fraud, to get the re'potat^ii of so extraonli- 
miry a cure: and in tbi» vieiT tb^: arerit on 
roundly to censure it, til^ihey had called in the 
parents of the, mm, xeho maintained that he hetd 
tliiis received hissMtihUM they n'tight .tnctly 
j 9 examine tlicrn on this question they asked 


eSiirk great md beneficUl gwVarAa.}. ^ friends of Chiist among 

This becin>.tu intiinatc that them, lifSlbni Nkodetmix, and Joseph 

tlierc nere at Ica^t sqtifif Ujiramw gfo* ot mcjob^irs ofthe Ban- 

n6u«, and 90' bcnevuleut,tib«ilno<[>'U agent ,l}edritii;^'fiirere now they voinld 

’ would havo either ineliuation Or power a^turattys'distiit^iijA them,s(lvcs on' this 
to ine^ormtheiii; and tbattho/mkq&'t and’ Gamaliel too, on the 

ed this in that number. The thought pfinciplcs be aftei'irardiii aiowcd (Acts 
seems both rational a'nd'irnportan'(, and v. 3tl', 39,) rauat haic been on (bcir 
js set in a lory strong ligbtbN the learned side. 

'ilr* (.'hi^rnan, in his Kusebiiis, chap. ii.. 



His parents are caUedf and ^amined cmvkf^n^ him, 

thenij saving; Is tits tniieed ^your son, of wluom i^ctr 
it is reported that you say ^ was Itor^'hlind ? ^ 
GJve u$,>an account of the whejc matter ; ana 
pSrtJcuWly tpU US, if you are sure that Jie was }x,%‘ 
Wind froflj his birth, how then doth he turn see ? 

Ill's parents itk^ered ikem\ and said^ H e as- 20 
anredly'lfrvjjjw iM/ (Am is our son ; and affirm it > 
td he, true he was born bHndt and hath con- 
tmn^ed schfrpin his infancy^: But this 21 

strange hot,, >hauf he- now sets, we hmw not ; or 
whQ>has opened his eyes, we knm not any mqre 
than he.haa told us,* not being j^fesent when the 
cure was wrought ; he is himself of a sufficient 
age to answer such a question ; if you , please 
therefore to ask him, he ‘willandonhtfidiy speak 
concerning himself, and is Best able to tell you 
his own.fitopy. \ ' 

These thiyigs his parents said in this cautious 22 
manner, not tfiat tliey had any doubt of the euro 
jis wrought by Jesus, but because they were a- 
fraid of the Jews : Jor the Jews, in tliis their 
highest court, had already agreed, that if any 
one should shew such regard to Jesus of Naza - 
reth as to t’u?|/bs Mm^to be Christ, he should 
immediately be excommunicated and cast out of 
the synagogue f a censure which was reckoned 
very infamous, and attended with many civil 
incapacities and penalties. Not knowing /Aerc- 25 
Jove but such interpretation might be ])ut on 
their owning the truth of this miracle, his pa^ 
rents declined giving any particular testimony 
concerJiing it ; and rather chose to refer them 
to their son, 'and said^ He is of age sufficient to 
be heard as an evidence, and it will tlicrcfor^ 
be most proper tha|;.you should ask the particu*- 
lars from him* . 


Ibis )oiir son. uho, 
ye say, was born 
blind > Hovir then 
doth liR now bee ? 


£30 His parents an- 
swered thc-m, and 
said. We know that 
this is our son, and 
that he was born 
blind • 

21 But bv what 
mcdiis he iKiw secth, 
we know not , or 
who hath opened his 
eyes, we know not; 
he IS of age, ask him, 
he shall spcdk tor 
himself. 


22 Tlic.se words 
spake hi-^ patents bc- 
cau'se they foai cd the 
.lews; for the Jews 
had agreed already, 
IhvU if any man did 
eonfesb that he was 
('hri'^c, h(‘ should he 
put out of the sytitt- 
goguc. 


23 Therefore said 
his parents. He is of 
ac'o, ask him. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

On that the zeal of our great Master might quicken us liisVer. 5. 
too negligent servante ! . Still is he the light of the world, by Ins 
doctrines, precepts, and e^tample. May our eyes by divine grace 

• If my oHf thmM (osifess hmio hg Christy der that cbaractef. It also farther ap- 
] I Icnoe it appears, that though our pears from hence, that the p'lrenlb, and iii - 
Ijcrii was cautious of professing himself deed the Banhednm, knew wliu it wa- 
to ho the Christ lu express turma, yet that ripened this' nian'si eyrs th^gh i.e 
many undeibtood the intiinatioiiK he himself was hitherto a stiauj;yiifl|'hun, 

:;avv , and that most of his disciples by and was not yet acquaiiitud with thedu;- 
»hi' time declared their faith m him un- tiily of bis person. Compare ;ci. 25, .'•O. 



Reflectiom^n the cur& him that tons horn blind. 

> 

J^ECT. be opened to sec, and our hearts be disposed to love and to fol- 
^f^x.'loAv this hoht ! It was a governing maxim with him, and he 
meant it also for onr admonition, f mmt work the works of him 
that sent me, while it is day ; the night cametk, wherein no man 
i can woa^k. We are sent info the wofld'on an important errand, 
to work out our own salvation, tbat.^f others ; may we im- 
prove the present day ; and so ihuc|| is wc see the night 

approacjspig ! On some, the shadows of fhoyevening are already 
drawing en ; and as to others, tbjgir. sun may g(i down at noo7t. 
Let us therefore,, waving the curiosity of unprofitable specula- 
Stibns, apply ourselves seriously* to the' business of life, and zea- 
lously seize every opportunity' of usefulness. 

7^ Our Lord, as it should seem unasked^" by the person on 
' whom it was wrought unkfiowky performed this important and 
cxtradfdinary cure. • Afid the manner in which he did it, is wor- 
, tliy of notice i ’ He anointed his eyes with clay, and then com- 
manded him to wash. Clay laidt oil the eye-lids might almost 
blind a man that had sight ; but what could it do towards curing 
blilidnt'ss ? It reminds us, that God is no fartlier from the ac- 
complishment of any purpose or event, when he works with, than 
without means ; and that al^ the creatures are only that which 
his almighty operation makes them. 

—7 The blind 7nan believed,, and received the immediate benefit 
of it. Had he reasoned,' fiKe Npaman, on the impropriety of 
the means, he had justly beefh left in darkness. Lord, may our 
proud hearts be subdued to the methods of thy- recovering 
\ grace ! And may we leave it to thee to choose - how thou wilt 
bestow favours, which it is our highest interest on any terms to 
‘ receive. 

^ It must be a satisfaction to^every true Christian to observe the 
8 19 curiosity and exactness witH wbicn these Pharisees inquired into 
the miracles of Christ, and how thoroughly they canvassed every 
circumstance of them. ^ tfuth like this need pot fear any exa- 
mination. Every new witiiess w'hich they heard, confirmed the 
case, and confounded the obstinacy of their unbelief.— But sure- 
ly the w'eakness of the parents wa.s very |)itiable, who, in the 
lO, 23 midiit of the evidence and obligation of stKih a miracle, were more 
' afraid of incurring a human seiitencc than of offending God, by 
lading to own so great k favour, and tO'Copfess the blessed Per- 
son by whom it was .wrought The fear of man bringeth a snare 
(Prov. XXIX. 25) but they whose eyes fyrist has^^^pened in a 
spiritual sense, will see a glory-aiid exCelt^ce iu hiip, which will 
iuiimau* them boldly to bear their testimony to him, in defiance 
of all the censures which men can pass, or of all the penalties by 
wht|jb.tbfc’V can enforce them. 



The man is called b^ore the sanh^rim 


SECT. CXXXI. 

Fhe man ’wko was hern blind that had received his sig^ht is a 
second time examined before the sanhedrim^ who, provoked h^ 
the freedom of his replies, excommunicaie hm ; but Jesus meeh 
him^ (niddeclare$hijmilfiia,betheSon of God, John IX. 24-^38. 


John IX 24. 
^HEN again calltid 
they the man 
lhat wa^ blind, and 
haul unto him, Gi\c 
God the pi. use wc 
know that this in^n 
IS a sinner. 


2> lie answered 
.ind said, Whether, 
he be a sinner, or no, 
I know not. one 
tiling I know, that 
wlieieas I was blind 
now ] see. 


' JOUN tX. 24. 

^OW, as the sanhedrim were not able to dis- 

' cover afty fraud in the menhoiied 

in the preceding section by examining the pa- 
rents, they therefore culled a second time for the 
man who had been blind, and said to him Give 
glory to God, by a free confession of fhe fraud, 
if there be any collusion or artifice in this adair 
or, if the cure was really wrought in the manner 
thou afFinnest, acknowledge the power, sove- 
reignty, and goodness, ot the Divine lieing in 
working by so unworthy an mstrurnent; for we 
certainly hiow that this Jesus of Nazareth, tlio 
man oi’ whom thou speakest, is a protligaie 
sinner, ^ and deserves public punisfunent rather 
than esteem. 

Then answered he and said, If he be a sinner, 
I know ml any thing of it^Jhaving no pefsonal 
acquaintance with him ; but one thing 1 certain- 
ly taa', and vvill stand to the truth of it, that 
whereas I was blind, even from my birth, / now 
see perfectly well, and owe my sight to the very 
person whom you condemn, 


‘ (iwe Gim\j ifKGod, by « free confes- S Jhis mdn w o smner.] I (.Munot, with 
$ion of the fiaud, &c.J As it is pjeatly Mr, tocke (Reasonablnitssid i hiisli.uii- 
lor the honour of the Divine oinniscleiice ty, p, 28.) iraa|iDe ihis any pnof rd u 
Olid proMdeiu’c, that persons who. are tradJl'iop among the J<’wi that the Mes- 
„^'iiity of crimes not lully proved against siah should bo perteotly free fiom ; biit^ 
them should freely confess th^m, and ratherconcludc,tbatsinm'rhere,asin vcr.” 
not presume, against the dictates of con- lf>. signiliei a notoriously wicked man. 
science, to maintain their onninooceucq; 'It was certain, from the pnnoipli'b of 
there is a great propriety in the phraiie tlunr sacred wmings, that a pcr<>un uut 
taken inthi.s sense; (coin^ape^Jonh, vii. . entirely sinles-s might perform veiy il- 
19, and Rev. xi. 13) Ifet some have lusiriou^ fdiraicles. But how severe . an 
taken it as a geiferat adjiiratiqii by the insult was here 'oo. the chaiacterof our 
glorious name of God , (asl Kings xxir. Redeemer, tq pronounced a known 
Ktj 2('hioa, xviii. 15; and^Mat. xitvi. scandalous Kinhcr by this high court ot 
63.) — The words also admit another judicature ! An infamy which ha’ seldom, 
sense, which! have Comprehended in the in any civiliy,ed<- coimlry, fallen on auy 
p-iraj’hrase , but I prcfci the former. prrsop not legally convicted. 


SECT. 

CXXXb 

John 
IX. 24 



200 The^ are prci0okeS ai his replies^ 

Sect, But they a^ain said to hUe, hoping, that, in 
cx^iE&i some minute circumstance at le^t, he miglit 
contradict bis former account jSnd give them 
1X^26 advantage against him, Tell nil once more, 

‘ / as particularly as thou can^t, ufhat did he unto 
thee? and km did he open thtM eyes? 

27 Aird aa the man perceived that they Intended 
* only tqjj ensnare him, he answered them eager- 
ly, I huve told you already^ and' ye have not re- 
garded what 1 said, nor would at all believe me ; 
^ why uould yoUrde^re to hear ii a^in? Would 
vou uho become his disciples^, as many have late- 
ly done, and some, (lerhaps, op occasion of this 
miracle which he has peirorlhkl on me? 

^8 The Pharisees then were frlJed with indigna- 
tion, and were so greatly exasperated at ivhat 
appeared to them so insolent a speech, that 
they reviled him in very opprobious language, 
and said, Thou art indeed this fellow's disciple, 
us many of the h^rd of ignorant people are ; but 
we Would have to know that wc scorn the 
imputation, for tee are the disciples of Moses, 
and arc too hrmly attached' to that great and 
holy prophet, to regard such a deceiver as this. 
29 We well know that God spttku to Moses,^ and 
gave the most ample evidence of sending him 
with a divine commi$sion; but as for t human, 
we know not from whence he is, nor can we per- 
ceive any satisfactoiy credentials. of ins bring- 
ing any message from God to us. 
jO But not discouraged by their unjust rejec- 
tions, the man replied with a becoming freedom 
of spirit, and said unie ihem,^ Why^ in this re-' 
Sped, it is strange that you knownotffmnwherice 
he is, and yet it is plain, 4hat he has opened mine 
.M eyes. Now we all know m general that Qod hear- 
^ eth not sinners, and tjiiat persons of infamous 


1^6 Then said th^v 
to him ajain. What 
did lie to thf'p > how 
ojjcned he thine 
ej'Ch } 


27 Ha an<^wcrcd 
llu-in, I h,o e told 
vou already, and ye 
did nor hear; where- 
fore would ye hour 
it again > will j p albO 
be hla disciplcb ? 


‘29 Then they ie- 
viled him, and ‘..ml, 
'I'lion art hn* disci- 
ple, but we aie M* 
bCb' dibcipleit 


99 Wo know that 
Cod Kp.ike unto Mo- 
ses- as for this fel- 
low, we know not 
from whence ho is. 

.'JO The mail an- 
swered and said un- 
to them, Why, here- 
in IS a miirM lions 
tfalv^, that \f know 
hot from whence he 
is, and he hath 
opened mint eves, 

31 Now WL know' 
that'Cod hearctli not 


' He are the ffitciples iwid y«BW befoje tiiey were born, it was 

hy they craftily, but moat jnalicmusly, , rnueh taatk reasonable, on their own 
and fakely, insinuated tbdt tbercT principUt, to believe tlie muniiQn of J^- 
►ueh an opposition between Mo'^ti^i'ead liiK on a*, ioasl eiqunl nuclei!, wronght 
.icsii'!, that It «asdmpossib|efur the same daily oinmg them, wwsn they m 
persons to he thfe dtsciple;i of both. many iotfSiuces have been eye-ViUibsses 

* tf e Aw'o that (iod tpuKe to MQsei,\ to the facts; and one of whieb, notwitb- 
'rhcir partiality Ijcpi was incxcusnble; standing all tbcir malice, they were here 
for if they bell'd ed the mission of Mo«es, rompplled to ow n, or at least found 
<n thc^videnec of miracles, credibly at- Ihcinarlves utterly unable to difaprove 
tested fndcoJ, but pcilorined two thou- 



md excommiif^^ehM. - 

sinners: but if any characters and imitioraPlives cannot expect sect.' 
Ti"of*rjo5 rnTdoSi Divine acceptance in any common petition cxxxn 
Ills wiii/himhc hear- which they offer, .iinich less for the performance 
ctii ’ ijf a miraefo ; HSu/ if any man' h truly ■ ix. si 

' and faithfully dojiAts wilfy him indeed he htar* 
tth with a favo^dhle regard : when therefore 
God is fohtid^ti^hearia map in such an extraor- 
dinary instant^ as this, there seems the gir^fek 
reason to beheld be i$^a person whose temper ' 

32 Since the world apd character approved by him. And this 32 

S t ™.ny man '•< plfWj w fitiraordinan- inrtao^; for, from 
opened the eyes of ind beginning cf the n^rcd it nikrs never hpard 
om> tiwt was born that any man opened ike eyex of one, who, like 
^'*““** me, was born Hind, It is surprising, therefore, 

that you, who allow that was a prophet, 
on the authority of his piuracles, should in this 
case judge so hardly of my deliverer, whoever 

33 If thi^ man he be. But evdry unprejudiced person may 33 
wi'rc not of ^Jod, he easily sec that if this man were not sent of Go(i, 

' "“‘'‘ "S- he could do, nothitiff of this kind. 

■j-t They' answered And, not l)eing able to endure so plain and 31? 

.'h™' .'p 

')(irnin-)ns,aiiddost the heart, they answered and said to him, with 
♦ii.m teach us? And great hatred and scorn, Thou vile presumptuous 
1 '“■> him out ^j-retch, thou wasi entirely burn in sins, and didst 
bring into ihc world with thee most evident to- 
kens of Divine wrath and vengeance*, nnd dost 
thou insolently take upon thee to teach us, the 
guides of tlie national foith, and members of 
the supreme court of ecclesiastical judicature? 

We shall find out a way to correetthis arrogance. 

And immediately they east him out of the syna- 
gogue, passing a solemn sentence of oxcommu- 
* nication upon him, thoiugh there was no shadow 
of proof that.he bad deserved it. 

3j . icsuB heard 1 hat Jesus Qwickty hiVrd of tbeif arbitrary 3.V 

mil' m.d Xn 1" proc<-eding.s, thal they hod thnsp^ bentenco 
h.id found him he on the poor oian. and bed cast km out lor liis 
hiid unb) him, Dost sake; and, finding him sikn after, he said to 
.^orroi^Gor*^” privately, Dost thou, believe on the Son of 

r k GcJ, tliCbgreat’ expected Messieh? 

■ i/)rd, that I, might nuy belme on hmf 1 know that such a glorious 
beheie on him » Person is fexpected; and if he healready conic, 

tell me but who he is, and where I may meet 
with him, and I am ready to express a due re- 
gard to him who shall be pointed out to me nn - 
dor that honoiiialde and important ohMiacti'f , 



# 

S02 Refiectum on Iko force and prc'oalence of truth. 

SECT. Thai Jesus, to encourage him under what he ^ 37 Aud Jesus said 
exxxi.'was now suffering oil his account, said to him, Inn * 

with a degree of freedom which w^s very un- n js he that talkdir 
' IX *37 Thou hast no need of going far to seek w‘th thee, 

him; for'M^iM hast both Already seen kinh and 
had experience of his power atid goodness ; it 
was he that mirdcutously oppned thine eyes, 
dnd' indeed it is even he thai is now talking 
with thee, who is that very Person. 

3S AM, immediately yielding » that copvincing aIk! 

arirtjinent which arose from what he had him- in. Mordupped him 
sell’ ' xperienced of his almighty power, he said, 

Loi d, I most readily believe that thou art he, 
and»{uimbly prostrate myself before thee, to 
render thee due hoqiage as such And, falliiig 
down at his feet, he worshipped hm. 

IMPROVEMFNT. 

So little does truth fear repeated examinations ; and thus does 
it, after every trial, come forth like pure gold, out of the fur- 
nace, So did this miracle of Christ appear to these subtle ad- 
versaries; so will the Christian cause appear to all who will tlili- 
gently search into its evidence. 

28, 29 Who can forbear wondering at the obstinacy of these Phari^ 
sees ; and, on the same principles, at that of the present Jews, 
who, while they acknowledge that God spake bi/ Moses, because 
he wrought miracles, wdl not, on the evidence of yet more va- 
rious and glorious wirflcto,^ and those attested beyond all con- 
tradiction, acknowledge the authority of the Son of God himself ? 
30 But we see this poor illiterate creature (for such he undoubt- 
edly was,) with the advantage of triith on his side, baffles ail the 
sophistry of his mostfeafned antagonists. Great is the truth, and 
it will prevail. Great iA thts truthf sofundamental to the gospel, 
that Jesus is the Son of (Jod: 'aod ftoalso, which is so important 
%\ to natural religion and itivealed, that God hearcth not sinners ; hut 
t if an^yian be a worshipper of God, and do fm will, hiM he hears, 

« "With a dpgree of frccdonn vjSry wa? this good man, though, prcspully after 
usual.] W’e have formt!rly.ot»ciTi^ the' Gither> joined tji^c eon\ ersation, asne ob- 
wi e caution of Jesus on hds heaA. See serve ih the beginning of the next sec- 
sect. XXIX. note «■, V’ol. J). tioii. 

freedom here used may he aO^upteA fori various api^ glor^us mirncles ] 

'hy consideriiig the e^raoi-dinary eirepm- pai allot Jet«r<.^en the qiinclct. 

stapres of the case j this being the I^rst of apd is drawn byOrobio 
instance in which any one had incumd dn the' dne hatid, and Limbunh 'on the 
the great inconvenlepcies attending a other. Limb. Collat. cum Juda'o, Sciip 
sentence of cxcooinjUDicatioD out of ill. Quest 4, 3, p. 131, .me 

for iJu; honnur of Cl^st. No doubtjlus Kesp. ad Penp. iii* P- l''l> 
passed privately betireen our Lord and 



Jesus reprom the blindness qf the J^harMes. 203 ^ 

and most favourably regards;' May we be truly devout, and add stxr 
.to our devotion an obedient regain to the Divine will, and the cxxxi 
eyes of the Lard will be upon us, upd his ears be open to our cry ! 

(P'ial. xxxiv. 15.) -Then, bein^ favourably owned of God, we ^ 
shall have no reasdh to fear tbe'ceni^iStrea Uf men. If they cast us 
out, Christ will rlgceiveus, and perhaps himSelf to *<5 with 35, 37 

more freedom, in propertidh totte ii^fwies w6 sustain from 

them. ’ \ ' 

. ' , ^ ‘ ' 

5'SECT/^XXm 

^ - 

Chx:ist admonishes the Pharisees 0" their danger ; aiidf^epresents 
himself as the door of t he" sheepfoM through which men must 
necessarily enter, if they desire their own salvation,* or that 
of others committed to tneir care. ' John-IX. 3d, to the end; 

X. i— 10. 


JOHN IV 39. ' -^OHN IX. 3J>. 

AND Jesub ijaid, ^yHILE Jcsus stood talking with the blind 

judgment 1 man who bad received his sight, ^several ^ . 

rir "*that^ they then entering into the tern- "jilhiT 

ich scenot, might ple, knowing them 'both, and desirous to hear ix 39 
*, and that they what passed, gathered together about them: and 

!mi'‘ 

may see in this man, and in what has happened 
in relation to him,, andllustratipn of the effects 
whictgmy appearance is to produce: for I am 
come into thiS' world for judgment as well as 
mercy j that, on the one band, thty who see not, 
might see, or that the ieftoraOt, ^uls, who are 
willing to be iastructed, might learn Divine 
knowledge’, and, ontheothertond, that they who 
^ see,may be madeMindi that such as are proud- 
ly conceittjd pf their own science and wisdom, 
may either be humbled or exposed ; and they 
. who wilfully, stand out, and’ harden their hearts 
against my instructions, may bring upon them- 
selves yet greater darkness- 

40 Andwmeof the jnd [ifo^wl of the Pharfms^ who were then 40 
f esent A km, l^rdtheseMngs, and apijre- 

words, aad saidaoto hetKiUig that he ^aneed at them, said to him, 
iHin, Ars we blind wg alsg bUnd f tfttd dost ,lhbli mean to in- 
^ sinuate anif thing of that kind ? If thou dost,. 

speak plainly. Now tins they skid, hopinL* 
thereby to draw him into some dangerous re- 
/ " flection on the sanhedrim, who had lately pas^tid 



^04 declares himself to & the true Shepherd, 

their censure on . the man whose eyes lie liad 
opened. 

Jesus said to them, If you mre iiuiecd blind, J^bijs said unto 
under nukroiftal^jS^iice.^tfa 
irould mt then nave any in €ompa;rtsr>n of ipj ym ; blit DO'- > yp 
wW you now have:* ** but nm you mv, Sunly 9»y- Wf sec, iherc- 
much more cleariy than tlie re^i of man- sm remam- 

kiiidi tjutnfore your sin abides upon you with 
(Tre'jiter aggravation: and thfseOheeit which you 
have of your own knourled^^ "hinders convic- 
tion, and prevents the first entiunce of instruc- 
tion into yhur minds. ' 

John Nevertheless, wheth^ ymi will hear, or whe- Vcni\, 

' thar JOB will forbear, I trift'for a while longer ““‘'ije ,Sc»Tc!?’ 
continuemy admonitioiia; and therefore, veriij/, eih nut by tin! door 

verily, / 5 «y i/zito* vow who call yourselves the >nto ^iiccpfoid, 

shepherds of the ^edple, That lu who enters not “a“c 

by the door into the sheepfoU, but climbefh up ,s a lUicf and a rou- 
some other private w&iteverbc ihecharac- 
ter he may assume, the same is to he looked 

2 upon as no better than a thufand a robber. But ^ ‘*"- 

he that comes in at the door of the sbeeijfold ix ^' tiiVshLyir^d^^ 

' the true shepherd of the sheep; and such a one the sheep, 
will always choose to enter in by that, which is 

3 the regular appointed way. To him, as sooncs To him the por- 
heapproachesV/A* door-keeur opens the Ibid ;* rtU'JEr’i.rio,™' 
and the 'themselves hear his mtee with 

regard ; and he is well acquainted with each of 


• If tffni Mre indeed , ItMs you nvutd 
nol kait any m, &c.j Elsnef, (Obscrv, 

\ ol. I p .726.) undejf'Staadu tin's of por/w- 
teai btmitness ; As if our Lord had said, 

** Jt is a freai aggravatioo of yovr per* 
“verseness tliatyouKoowbyaltperietiqi ■ 
** the d'liTerence between .bUbdnsss and 
“ sight, wbtth might oonvift^byo* of the 
importanee of such a. miracle, and Of 
** the divine power by whieb.it is 
‘‘ wrought.” — Cut the foJIowiiig yords, 
Huf now you say, fVe nr, suit mnch bi^gr 
with the sease given paraj^ra^ 

^ 'f he door-ireper opeuf the folq.J Gr-j- 
ti iH doc9 not attempt the accomni^ktjoQ 
of This circumstance'; Mr.Cradocblntc^ 
preti. It of the and Dr. ^hit- 

b> i-st fiod ike Father, as mv mg frij^ ad- 
mission to thos^eaiihers wlio maintamed 
a due rcs.ird to Christ : an interpretation 
wbirli 'leems much more niasonabie than 
to refer ii (as some do,) to ministers. — It 
js sii^scsted by Sir Isaac Newton, tha*. 


AS lltese words were spoken near the tem- 
ple,. where .'»lipep were kept in folds to be 
sold for sacriftcph, Christ here alludes to 
what was peculi’ir in those folds ^ th.O, as 
tiiev were, kept ipeked, tbry not nnh v\- 
cluded the thief, but the sluphcrd, till 
thedoor keeper opened them. (SccNew- 
Col) op Proph. p 148. But I c.ti]nottluiik, 
d'hatoV-ei* luseasiou Chi ist might takcfioiu 
thg^Vglit of shfiep b) represent his peoph 
udder that Im^gc, and himself as n Slu-p- 
berd', he would dOsenbe them like sheep 
sht|t' up in A pen to be sold fur ureritiee . 
noi'iddCS (hv- djepberd’.s h adtOK thiin out, 
&c. agree with thw cireuinstanee In 
Collieries where tl^re were so manv sa- 
vaim.bea&^, it m^t beordmai^ly neccs- 
•wy hayVi th*; folds butter soatired than 
among fS j and the i hief s-hepherd might 
often leave a serraut to watdi the in while 
thus ehnt up, aiul eoinc himself to h .ol 
them out io pasture in a momiug - ' 



20.5 


and the dmr by tahkkwt are to^euter m. 

andhccaUttthhisown them, insomuch that be' cdlh each of his mn sect. 

thfetn !li*'*** ^ nemu:,^ mrd (cads them out to pasture. 

•V And Hhen he And whcn he thusptit^ forth Ms own sheep from 
puttetii forth hift own the fol J, hc hitm^ gocs before them to guide x. 4-. 

s®** ‘ 5 *'" 

sh'vp f.iiif.w himj any aangerimieh may occur; mdthesneep 
for ihpy know hts cht^ei'fully they wi^ll kn^ his 
"^\^An(la stranger being daily ^accustomed to it.^ Buf MaS 
will tUf y not follow. stmngeP come ‘ tprtcad them out, thty wilt ml 
bu*. will flee froin/a/AMC'hrm ; the contrary, they Kiil fiee 

not^ I he ^'oico "dT fitm hw^'^ecaust tMy do n^kmiv the 

"trangm. "" voice qf sh'ithgeh. 

6 I’his parable 7'his short pBTg^bk Jesus Spake untd them ; $ 
kM they did net umivstand what it teas that he 
ikiiioofi not what thefit, bot wcm qui^b at a loss to cou- 

th ngs they were jcctitre his meaiting.; tbopgh his intent in des- 
rhem *** ^'^^ cribingthe character the good Shepherd was 
plainly tb shevy how fiir the Pharisees^ who as- 
sume the name, were from answering it; and to 
warn the tree sbee|>, or persons of real inte<»ri- 
!y and sitnpficity, of the danger of being blind- 
ly governed and guided by twem, 

Tlicn.aid Jesiis Then JtSUSf tO clcur Up what was most ob -7 
Miit(iiheii) . 1 ^^. I. Ve. scure in his former dfseourse, said to them again, 

' V ain^'tbe Verify , / say unto you, and solemnly as- 

dooi ui the ibeep. sufe yoU| that, however you Oe^et nje, 7 am 
the door of the sheep f and it is only by autiion- 
ty derived from me that the people of (Jod are 
fl All that over to bo tauglit mid fed. All that ever came before^ 

. aiiie before me ere assuming the Messfeb's character, or set- 
ting up for a despotic ai^horily in the church, 
ana teaching other iifOtlKidsoi saLvation.than by 
me,^ a$^e thieves yitkh xobbetrs^ persods of very- 


' Calh liii oTi'H \heep Ifjf nameJ] Dr. 
Ilaii ukjtkI jir^tly mfor<tfroiii hence, thikt 
tiu' f'i'.ii'ia bhcpherdk, at Least thniiie,of 
Til. it , g;ave paiticiiljr names tb tpeir 
hheep, a-« moet men do t« Uieis dpgsjind 
hursob.^ Their cust'm also was lead 
the shiop, playing o^'.&umo mu^i^tiii* 
stiuuifcnt. 

<* / a^i thf Hoor^ See. T f i wQuUt be very 
impcrtiaei^ to i^n Wng parallel.' ^en 
Ix't w rcd^rist aii't i twor. *? He i^eih v 
1)Ijiue plainlv cente'w Jh'fhfs 6Jie cilr- 
cum‘,Lnif(' , that as a man must observe 
mid pass Ihro gh the door, in order to 
hi'^ma- ii.f; n ri ititlar. and ansnspccted 
</Via>i lilt a sliet'pfijld, 'O he mubt 
(n t"ii III! a propel lecaid totliribt, lu or- 
doi .0 hJs bcjiig a true ti-aclier in the 


chufeb^' ,5i^, oiBst^lsi^s' (as h wore) 
thro^h hMf'^pr by his authority, into 
hisjhttc®." Il,Uby ftsiindtt very neax 
r^semMihj^ tlvh, tl»at Chriat elsewhere 
way. John xiv. 6 , seel. 

•'/-Jdlkttt b^ore mO, &c.] If 

itchftld beeb^'ira^hy any proper •authori- 
ty, |h^ tfryo'tftfS eversiffnilVeS m neglect of' 
^CKcjmti^hr^door, 1 should 
wftb:3kno>.,^^Owerv. t ej. > r, p. 527;, 
prefer that t^rorvn^ pt an^ other . but 
as tbis does, not appear, it Is e\ideiii thai 
the words, most hr understood witli the 
limitation added in the paraphrase ; for 
otfaerwibo thev would imply suclf a re 
Tection ou Moiscs and the prophels .is 
we know our. Lord could never iiiteud. 



S06 . fleflectms on Christas being the (hor of the sheep. 

SECT, bad designs, who had no warrant 'from above ‘Sieves and i-oiAers: 
cxxxii.for what they did; and, whatsoever their i*re- uoJiJfa* 
fences were, theif administration has a fatal ten- 
dency to make bavock of the souls they should 
watch and feed ; but the true sheeps or those 
whd are sincere and well-dts]^ 6 sed persons, have 
not heard them^ so as , to rdisfa'ancF regard their 
9 doctrine. 1 therefore repeat it ggaih, m a most 9 i am the door : 
important truth, That I. omelf am the. door ; by if any mkn 
anJ if am one e^erm^j «jl^d acknowledge ‘|;•|^ 'l; 

my authority, he shall (ate a dheep in his in and out, and liSd 
fold, saferitova the invasion ofVhat plight in- pasture, 
jure and destroy him ;‘<zwd shall go in and out 
under my care and giiidan^ and shall still find 
good pasture ; is, iti consequence of his 
regard to me, and tub enjoyment of communion 
with me, his ,soul shall be fed rnd nourished 
with true doctrine, and shall obtain substantial 
lOhappiness. For whereas the thief only comes thnt lo The thief com- 
he may steal^and kill^ qnd.deslroy; I am tome but for to 
for the benefit of ail my. sheep, that they may 
have true life^ and Marat length they may krjc (ome that tiny 
it yet more abundantly ; f a most plentiful pro. have iiit*. and 
vision being made for their everjasiing comiori 'Vl'' 

and happiness, eveU far beyond what has ever 
been known before. 


y JMPROVeME^Ni r. 

John tET us hear with an holy awe oi. our spirits, that the Lord 
fx. 39 Jesus Christ came inta the world for purposes of Judgment as well 
as of mercy ; and make it our humble prayer, that we may be 
enlightened by him, and not scaled up under aggravated dark- 
ness^ as a punishmedj /of our obstinacy and- impenitence ; for 
then all the meaps of 'kdidwledge which we have so basely per- 
verted, win rise up toipondemii us, 

John ‘ Christ be regdrdctihy tiS as the door from whom all true 
X. 7, teachers derive theif authority, and to whom they direct their 
administrations: our cate, that center by this door. 

Let infermshephe^simn tfteir dutjp, so plainfy suggested here : 

Peihaps be might rc^ has made fur the future aud eternsd liap- 

a<$ Judas of (3altle«,.W Thedas, Vi^had pinm of all his,|wo(^ seeqpus best to 
been the occasion^ destruction' to th^ir . suitj^e b^er paj^'of thiadisajmTse, as 
folio veis. Se^ Acts v. ' « i' ' VeH ah the ifpiMus <kf the aholefjChristiao 

f '(h^ih^ymykiiwkmre akin^Hy.'] dispensation. Perhaps the word tifpio-- 
1'u refer this latter clause, at least alH* tfw may intimate bow much this provi-' 
matcly. to the proMsion which Christ siea eoiceeded- that made by Moses, 



' Christ, as the good Shepherd, will die for the sheep. 2()'7 

Let them learn lo know their sheep, and tajteas particular notice srer.- 
as tliey can of each single person committed to their care ; andcxxxii, 
• let them go before them in ail the paths of duty : for what could 
‘ the greatest enemy to the flock do worse, than to lead them by 
example into the .paths of destruction ? 

‘Happy souls, who arc entered in by this gate ! Their safety, 9 
their comfort, is secure ; they enjoy a holy liberty and plenty, 
and going iv and coming out, they find pasture. If we are stran- 
gers to that entertainojent and refreshment which arises from 
ordinances (those pasiurts,Mic\i Christ has provided for 
his sheep in the wilderness), we nave a great deal of reason to 
fear that we belong .not to his flock. He came that his sheep 10 
might have life, and that ihe^ might have it mare abundantly ; 
that greater 1 rovision might be m^e for their instruction and 
consolation now, till they are brought to those better pastures he 
intcTul.- for them above. May his grace prepare us for them ! 
and his hand v.ill <‘ertainly conduct us to them ; nor need we 
fear the darW^i jais. age iii our way, 


si:cT. cxxxiii. 

Chrisf (lescri/n - ' i»h.lf as the good Shepherd, who will lay down 
II hi' /or the s.'u'cp. John X. 11 — 21. 

... M. x n. JOHN X. 11- 

J A 111 ilii‘ H'jod ])- Old, having thus represented himself srex. 

1.. 1.1 • tiK* ......i of the sheep, and intimated thecxxxni 

i.) be maintained towards him, particu-"-'"^^ 
larly b; tnosc that professed thiemseLves teachers ^ 

, of otlicis, now changed the similitude, and said, 

1 may also very properly add, that I am myself, 
by >\ay of cmmciice, /At Shepherd,^ the 
Iverson frequently foretold ia ScrijJtufe under 
that chaiacter [Jsa, xl. 1.1 ; b^ek. xxxiv. 23; 
xxwii. 24; and JVlic. v.'. 4).; and I must-fully 
answer it in all its branches;. especially in this, 
that as the good shepherd on occasion laytth down 
his very life for the defence of his meep, ana 
will expose himself to any dwgcrfor their safety 

i t^im tite ^iMSkphetd,] IjamyOnhW though it shouM be, ftUo«'ed that the 
(i'll niony^ p. 339,} very justly .suj^oiies uf Isaiah vni> read in the synagogue 
that ilieiiR inight bcsomealfmioh^re to at that time pf tl^ year; for it is cci- 
Isu. xl. II. P.iit nurtniig can ba more tain^ our Lord does not eoniiiic biuiscli 
precarious than (lie argument he seeirw to the lesson for the day in liib quota- 
to drav. Ituiii Iic'K'c, for placin,i; thisdis- tions fiuiu scripture, or hU aliusioiib to 
at lliv feast ol tabertiacltp, even it. 



• He Mws his sheeps and mill gather ^ent into o)ie foUL 

SECT, (compare 1 Sam. xvii. 34, 35), I not only ex- 
cxxxnipose, but sacrifice, my life for the good of iny 
people. • 

The hireling indeed, who is not the true shep^ he that is 

herd, and whose own property the sheep are not, 
as soon as he is apprehensire of approaching owtr the 
dangerv and sees the wolf, fojr instance, or some “ob the wolf 
othersavase beast immediately rega^- 

ing nothing but hts own safety, is only carelul and the wolf catohcih 
to secure himself, and leaves the^skeep and flees them, and scattereiu 
an-ai/; and so the wolf, meetttig with no resist- 
anc(‘, seizes on some of them, and disports the 
ISre^tof the sheep. Now the hireling fiees on The hireimy 
such an occasion, because he is an kirHing, and 
is nM concerned about the safety of the sheep, but iateth not tor thr 
takes the work upon- ’him merely for his own sheep, 
gain, and the wages he is to receive ; and thus 
basely will those teachers act in a time of dan- 
ger, w!iq undertake the office merely in regard 
to their own secular advantage. 

1 4 But I am the good Shepherd, wIk> liave a true i me sood 
alfection for my sheep, and am above the luflu- 
ence of all such mean and selfish views*: and knoivn of mine, 
such is the relation that there is between us, and 
such the love we have to one another, that / 
knm and acknowledge??!^ and take tlic 

kindestand most tender care of them: and I 
am 9^80 known, acknowledged, and confided in, 

XSbyfriine : So that we mutually are dear iiuto ts As the Faiin r 

each other; as the Father knmeth IlSrurFathIr" 

me, and owns his afiTection and regard to me, and i lay down my 
by the sore tokens of his presence and appro- l*fc for tiie shpep. 
bation ;> irn<^ / also^k»^, ^ . acknowh^dge and 
honour the with which I 

do his will \ is reciprocal be-' 

tw'eefi me andmy: irond as it is in love to 

them, as well as with an ultimate view to hisap- 
pointmi^t and his glory, tb^t. I lay down my life 
for the fAcffphe hji ’glVen me, so Jiilso do my 
siiccp acknawjedge^ and confide ia'^lie, apej so 
do I protect imd patrom^e them.;* 
t6 /tnd I, farther fcfcyoni, as. a JSAttdrfh«rsh<»cp 

poiut<>fgreatimpojti^«VtjitIAp»(^«^ 
whteh are not of thfsja(d° (meaniDg tl^eoy the 


7 lu-ifC otfw, sheep, xvhtchate noti^thi Wolfitl'*, to,Hiiidfersland thi-’ of Jews liv 
I Tlieu' sceuib no riMscn, vjtii in'g outofthe landof Ca»ia.i'i, wlio lo'i'd 



The Jetvs are dthided in ihetr sinttmenfs abeut him 209- 

them also I must elett of Gt)d ftnfiofig thc Ocntiles;)* Mfw aiso SEct.' . 
i|rmg, and thoy shall j lehfftH hnftg'm ; And 1 know that Mfycxxsill/ 

there shall he one hear and ol^ey t?iy voice, notwithstanding 

fold, and one sbep* that ignomiicpj^vice, and misery, in which they 
''art3 now involrnd^ dnd so, aii being incorporat- 
ed into one socit^y, of which I am the Head, 
the Governor, and Guardian, tkn^e shall be our 
sheepfild, \p7tf] one Shtpktrd. 

j “j Thrreforo doth Pi^AJoc ihis remofi more fespccialiy Mei7 
d F^dher ityve 7n«^ and approves it as an act of cnii - 
jiiv iih% tii.ji I might nent duty and Ibve ti> him, beiiduse J am come 
t.ikt It again. virith thw dcsign into the world, to lay dorm my 
life for ^he redemption of my sheep, wlio atv 
dear to hihi as as to me, fhaf I may take i' 
a^ain and possess it for ever, to be ernployetl 
for his glory and for the happiness of my peo- 
it irmn ni«' b* ^ ^ thnugh I am shortly to die liy the hands 1 S 

It (h?™iTt euetmes, yet no one deprives me 

I lunc power to lay of my ItFc, Of takcs if JcotYi mt agaln^t my will; 

It iiowii, and I ii.u(» for J })ave every moment a povver to rescue 
e'am ' ^*^'ih^ ioiu- P^C’^siird, and could even with mine 

immdincut hivn j expiring breath command immediate deliver- 
i<'< u\ed of niv iv ancc; hut I will manifestly shew that I lay it 
dorm of myself , and voluntarily relinquish my 
body, sooner thaamv soul would in a course ol 
nature have been disfodgc^d from it :‘^ and this in 
me will be a very regular, though wondcMful 
act J for, as I have life in myself (John v. 2e>,) 

/ have ['mW power and authority thus to lay it 
down when I shall think fit;** and 1 have also 
p(nver to resume tV at ploasum, by entering mi n 
mid cpiickemng my body again. And iiidvcd 
this (omma7idment I have ir reived of my Fa- 
ther, and ^hall long fulfil the charge ni bolii 
Its blanches. • 

I > rh.'if wa*. adi. \\'hcn our Lord uttered these remarkable ex- jy 


not with such piopiieU bi’ «!iid not to 
i;f'! iiiR to the foM of I-ii.u l Ibe inccr- 
potatmg the (ieiitili-N into mib clnirdi 
’uth tlu' i(”\s, v.ie indeed a gwiidexent, 
'ftorjtlty ‘''U’li p.irticul.t notice and it 
desencs onrTtinxirk, that tbP) are here 
I illCd Ute hfrj> td ( but, evni vihile thpy 
•were yet iti iinoVanre and idolafe^v.ashc 
I’llerdrd .at length to Imng therti home. 

’’ \ oliintai il_\ it'linqiiHli iny irody, ike ] 
'] li_.it oni T.oid did so, OMdcntlv appe.u- 
■''d f‘i>in till* slionsr rrv ho cent Imtb just 
■ •< 1“ I'ls (Ir I'Ji, with h 111* COIIUI- 
' >T . 1 1 1' 


note was reasonalily so much iinprcssed. 
See l.ukb xxiii. 4tr, 47. and Mark xv. '39. 
.‘•ect. cxci. 

<* l^nll pimer and authc.nty^ to la’/ a 
doten, i^c,] TlliB the word o\- 

and the maiiuer of Christ' dratti 
abundantly proved it: and us no iLason- 
'dbl^e ob'ieotJon enn bo made lo the eqility 
Bhd Hisdom of the OiMno noinar in giv- 
ing Cliii*-t such a power, so the rsi* b** 
made of it (as wt* inav lailhor sIk w eUi * 
whcip) i«tiulv adiiiiiable. Sfo note * on 
Lii4e A\ui 4i', tf-'l. c rcl 



. 4| 

2 1 0 - Reflections, p?t care of, Christ for his^^ heep^ 

?ECT. pressions there ivas a dkuion therefore again vision therefore again 
’ among the Jews (as there bad been before, JJese 

exxx.) 

rX SJO. especially on atcount of these last words. - ,Jnd go And many of 
many of them said, He has certainly d rfemoTZ them said, He hatha 
dwellin^^iii him, ««</, by the opmtion of »l>at ^‘k“Ve 
evil spirit, u apparently distracted with one of 
the most mah^nant' kinds of lunacy ; why then 
do yon ;i]vc > tmrselves the trouble to hear him 
whiir he goes on in such extrava^vant absurdities ? 

1 But others much more rationally .ivatV/, These Others said, 
are n»t uy any means the words of a demomaCy „f i,ini that 
or a lunatic; for there is the greatest consis- hatha dcv.i can a 
tence and energy in them; artd besides, could a 
demon that made a man mad, open J he eyes of the ^ ^ 
blinds as it is plain this man has often and|ji^ery 
lately done^ It is rather madness to imagine that 
an evi! •spirit has such power, or that he would 
employ it to such benevoJdht purposes. 

iMPkOVeMENT 

v«r 20 There is not, perhaps, any where to be found a greater in- 
stance of the force of prejudice than in these perverse Jews^ who 
censured Chrkt as a lunatic and a demo 7 iiac for one of the 
gravest and most excellent speeches that was ever delivered. 
Let us review it with all due attention and regard. 

1 1 Let us consider Chnst as the good Shepherd, and humbly 
commit our souls to him, as ever we desire the> should be safe 
and happy. We have known his kind re'gards to the Bock in 

1 5 exposing and Mcot. And he hath not 

laid it down in vain. Delightful thought ! Our compassionate 
Shepherd, even when the sward of the Lord was awakened to 
smtfe him\ has not so fallen as to rise no more j but as m this 

18 great and good \york he Voluqtafily laid down, so he has also re- 
'assumed his Ufa and s|ill bears on hiif heart the same concern 
for his Bock, and useS' his renewed life and exalted dignity for 
, 1 their security and happiness. ^ 

Let us humbly ac/c 7 wwkd 0 e him as acknowledged by the Fa- 
ther : let us courageously and gratefully own him, and he ready 
to lay dawn our lives fo}' him. We are those other sheep, of 

16 whom he spake, who were not originally of the fold, but by his 
grace are now brought in to the grent ’ Shepherd and Bishop of 
Souls. Let us pray that the boquoarie^ ,of his fold may be still 
more Extended, and the whole number of his elect accomplished ; 
that all the flock may at length appear together, and may be 
conducted by him to the regions of that "immortal hfc whiv!* 
he determines to give it. 



lie preaches at thd feast of dedkatiO)t in Sobmn'i porch. 

In the mean time, let ns maintain all proper regar<]s tQ^ bitn, ssejf^: 
and especially the most cheerful confidence in biscare“; 
innf with evangelical views, and so with a peculiar sublinroj^f 
sciis(*, those words of David as our own, (Psal. xxiii. 1 — 

. T,oi d is mj^ Shepherd, I shall not want : he maketh m to lie 
down in green pastures ; he leadeth me beside the stilt waters : 
he rest ore th my soul: he leadeth me in the,paths of righteousness 
Jar his name's sake: yea, though I u'alk through the valley of 
the shadow oj death I mil fear no evil, for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff] they eomfo)*ff^ne. 


SECT. CXXXIV. 


Christ, discoursing of his wn/aw with the Father, is charged idth 
blasphemy; emd, being assaulted by the Jews, retires beyond 
Jordan. John X. 22, to the end. 


JOHN X <22. , . 22. 

^Ni> It was at Jr. f^OW it may 1)6 proper to observe, tliat the sect. , 
nisaicm thefcast time wheii tbcsc discourses were delivered c.vjcxiv" 
..f the iiediCHtiyii, jjy yj. Lordjtitw the feast oJ dedication,* which 
was observed at Jerusalem in memorial ot the 
punficaiion of the temple .after it had been 
polluted by the idolatries and impieties of An- 
■21 And JoMis tiochus; ant/ consequently And 2^ 

'talked inthotemple, 5 hclter liimself from the inclemencies of the 
weather, Jesus was then walking in the cpvered 
walk that went round the temple, and was now 
in that ijart of it which was called Solomoji'is 
porch 


ri Solomon's poicli 


■ TUp fen'l Ilf dvdnultDH ] As it is c\- 
said lliia feast iii winter, it is 
plain It ( oiild not be olten vod in reniem- 
bi.incf of tlie dedication of Solomon’s 
l< tuple, winch wa-) just alter harvest, (1 
I..rii^s vMi 2,) nor that of Nehciniah’s 
wlinh w.is 111 ^he spring, (F./na vi. 15, 
io.) but the fe.ist here intended must 
be that instituted by lutlj' Maccaba'iia 
•111 h s haMiig pMiitiMl the temple and 
alt.li fioin tlu‘ pollutions and Idolatiies 
ot Antmeiii.s EpiphaiiC'r This’ was cele- 
brated every >eaT for days sucr 
cfssively, in tb<* month of 
' I Mac; iv. 52, ')9,) and w meolrontd by 
Josephus .i< a festival io which great rc-« 
g.iid was piid,,in bis tune. See Jnse|lh. 
^uni lib. xii. cap. 7, (al. 11 ,) j fi, 7, and 


^ .'fcfojiKW’r porcA.] Joseplius informi 
us, (Antiq, lib,. vi;i. cap. ui* (al. 2,) ^ 2, 
9, and lib. xx gap. 9, ^ 7.} that 

Solomdu, tvbenhebnilt the temple f find 
ing thA'grea of Mount Zion too small to i 
answer bis magnificent plan,) filled up ' 
a part of the adjacent valley, and built 
aa outwaid portico ov'er it towards tile 
ea.-it. This was a mo-t noble structure, 
supppitcd by a wall 400 eubu‘< high, 
and consisting of stones of a va^t bulk, 
ehch Stone (at it Is said) being twenty 
cubits lonX, and six cubits high. And 
dosepbus raeaksuf It as continuing even 
to the tii^ of Albiiius and Agrippa, 
which wjN'several \cars after the death 
of Chnst. 'I'his IS called Solimon’s 
porch. Acts lu II. rind V 12. 



$\i ike asserts aiid the Father are'bne. 

^CT. Theft several of the Jews surroUiided hifiif ^ ' Then came th* 

^I'i^Xw.and said unto him. Haw tong dost fhnu hold m a^d^In/Ilntn 
an anxious and uneasy stispmsef ff thoU art him! How Iouk dost 
indeed the MesSiah, tdi us so plainly and cx- thou maki- us to 
f)ressly : which they said tVitb a inalicious de- Christ, ^tdi us 
sign to ensnare and accuse him. * plainly. 

125 And Jesus answered 'them, I have in effect Jesus answe r- 
<oM yo« over and over/ ymi believe me 
not ; and, Iiad I offered nothing more, the lOv'hs the works f iat l tlo 
xvhich I do in my Faiher^s name suffi.cicntlv inmv Father’s name, 
declare it, as it is clearly to be seen, that they witursb oi 

hear witness of me in a language which you 
would eii'sily undersraud if you were to judge 
26impartiallv But you do not believe, because sii But ye hehevi 
you are not persons of such simplicity and sin- not, b«caiis.‘ vc arc 
eerily as 1 described under the character of my “/ "*/ '"‘“'‘' P. 
n sheep. For, as I ^aid unto you but just now, mv sheep hiar 
(vcr. 4, 1 !•, 16,) My sheep hear my voice, and mv voice, and i know 
/ hiiow and'taki' care of them; and they, bke 
sheep accustomed to their shepherd, acknow- 
'43 ledge anti follow me. And the eonsequen^'c 28 And i pive unto 
of that «ill be such IM would make it well worth ..out 

your while to lay aside all tnes.c rejudicvs, and pensii, neither -haJi 
» ' to join witli them: for I give unto them an a“y p*“‘ 

invaluable blessing, even eternal life; « wd 
guard them with such almighty power and 
constant care, tliat they shall never perish, nei- 
ther shall any enemy, be be ever so subtile, or 
^ver so outrageous, be able to pluck them out 
of vuj hand,'^ or injure them while they remain 
„H)in It. Nor indeed is it possible that any should ; M\ ruth-r, 

for 7/7 y Father who gave [them] to rne on pnr- "n^ 

pose that I might redeem and save them, is and nom- is able t.» 
confessedly therefore they i>lu< k //»■,« out oi 

miist needs be safe, sl^' none is able to *>•»“'* • 

out of m)j Father's hand Now it is a .'jo landwy F.uiur 
’.r^^iost certanj truth, that 1 aM the Father f/re arc one. 


« T hhw in effect told ytiu over and 
O'er. 1 What he had just been nayittg of 
bimstlf, in the precedin|f mses, as the 
great Shepherd, w in some scnsflf eqntva- 
icnt to a dcclaira^n of his b«^g the Mes- 
siah. — I mention that discottrae as what 
had lustbecn delivered, becaust' I think it 
most natural to explain the 2'2d icrse as 
referring to what was said before, and 
not mcn’ly to what follows • for else the 
evangelist would probably haw said, 
\rtcr thebe tilings wa-> the feast of dctu- 
< otion, Coirip.aic Ji-hm . 1 j vi. 4; siul 
•‘ 11 . 1 , 2 . 


* .Ytf/rter skill any enemy ],hnk thiin, 
&c J *9 the plain luqiort and (iicigy 
of the ortginal. {hh k.n'iTu tic uvln,) 
which is greatly enervated by adding 
the wdkjl man in the trau<jiationy as the 
authorstof our English vorsinn have fre- 
quently done, (('omparu Mat. xi. 27 ; 
Mark xiii. 5, and .lam. i. 13.) 'I’lic 
sheep of Christ are exposed to so great 
danner from the infernal lion, (1 Pet 
8,) that I doubt not but this text mobt 
emlnenlly n'f'Tb to tli( caic of then 
Slirplierd to guard ibein from bib as- 
''Uull's. 



The}) €^ns sfone himaj 

one : * and the union betyreen us is so strict and sect> , 
intimate, in nature a§ \yell as in affection .and <-xxxiy. 
design, that his almi.^hty power is mine, tp be 
employed for the dei'ence of my, sheep ; and ho 
. ' ’ one can deprivl^ them pf eternal life without 

prevailing against him as well as me. 
ji Then the Jws J^heti the Jfs^s^ transported wit h rage, took up 3 1 

tiTione hur** *^*^*** whic^lly in the court of the 

0 i out ill . temple, where tjhey were still repairing some of ' 

the buildmgs^'j|ind armed themselves with them 
aga{72y as they had formerly done, (John viii. 
j 9, p, 79.) .in order to stone hinh 
U‘2 Jesus answric<i gyj Jesus^ With his usual mildncss and strength -42 

IiJIrks ha^rrshernl reason, answei'ed theniy I have shexeed you 
vouUonuny Father; witfwy goocl worh fi'om my Father; and J or 
lor which of tiio^e ^f^ch of these wwks do you go about to slotie 
woiks. do ye stouc l among y'ou but 

acts of beneficence and (imclnessP 
'i The Jews ao 7'hc Jcu'S replying, said xmto him, Whatever 3 3 
.^\rre.i him sa^iii^, thy Other works have been, it is very apparent, 

Tton? time not*; hut bas just now passed, that t«?c do not 

joi olas,phcmy,’ and stone thee for a good xpork, but for the most de^ 
because that tluvu, testable blasphemy; even becau'^t thou, thing 
lTt*thNscif'god ^ wretched, mortal, sinful maxi, xnakesl thy- 

self God; pretending to be one with him in so 
extraordinary a manner, that (lis omnipotence 
and other divine perfections arc thine. 

34 Jesus an^Mt-rcd Jesus, iiot judging it proper at that time to34< 
ten"n/y!)uriasv?^i sublime doctrine of his deity into far- 

haid, Ye are gods’' tlicr debate, answered them. Is it not written in 
your law, or in those sacred books which you 
own to be of divine original (Psal. Ixxxn 6,) 
where it is pl^m persons that ^re spoken of 
are princes and magistrates,,^ 1 have said, Ye 
“ are gods ; and altof you' are children of the 
) Wf he called them “ Mpst High Now if the Psalmist thusjS.'; 
gods, unto whom the appUtfd this character, and it appears he called 
word of f.od came, gods, to wkom the wovd (f God ihen came,^' 


^ I and the lather ^reon«.), !f we at- be one with Ood, (Johnx\ii 121.) will 
tci^, not only to the '^bvidvis meaning of jiufficiently appear by tonhidcnng how 
these words in epmpawsoa irhti pa;* 6<igrantly absurdl and blasplicmuus if 
sages .of Scripture, but to the ti^cctipti would be^^to draw that iitfcrnicc iruni 
ot Uiis celebrated te\t, U sojl^^nty de- thetr uni^p WUh God which Christ doc^ 
luom^traUs the Deity our Wefi-^ed Re- from his. 

dinner, that 1 think il may be left to ^ To tnh<im Ike nord of God cume ] I 
tpcdk for Itself, without any la'joincd apprehend the toininf* oj the xi,orU of Cod , 

coinincnt, — How widely dill'eroiit that /wMfw, which is here mentioned, refers to 
^•i!‘.< is, in which Christians arc said to the myssage then delivered to tli^m intha 



il4 Magkirdtts being called gods, much hioro mtty he claim the tide. 

nwrely with regard to that office which by di- and the script».n 
JgK^vinc designation they bore (and certainly Me = 

Jib cannot be b rotten , nor can you, with 

5:. 35 “"y of reason, pretend to censure the 
*' , propriety of those expres'^ions which a divinely 
inspired writer has used ;) How is it then that 
36you are so offended now? or how do you pre- Say ye of him, 
tend to say concerning him tokom the Father 
hath so^solctnnlv sanctified, or set apart to this *"'*‘1* 

ne at Jen^th has sent into the wot Id under such ^ ^ 

aa ex.iltod cliaracter, thu kksphemest ; because ' 

I said I am the ^on oj God? when you allow 
ilvre is a senso in which even oppreskivc nia- 
^gistrates may bo honoured with such a title.R 
n And when I claim this character, and speak so 37 it i do nof rh 
niglny ot myself, I do not expect to be credited of my i-miiM, 

I tncMcly on mjr dwn affirmation ; if f dot ot dir ' 
works oj wy Father, such glorious works as * 
could not be performed by any but a divine 
^'iapnt Mine me not. BiUif ,t be apparent 35 71, .1 u i 

tliat 7 do siirh ivrtrl-tf /r A . .. “1 


perforni; and let the evidence of those remove that 
tijc prejudicesyon have entertained, that ye may ^ 
hiuwand believe , that the Father [is] in me, arid 
d in /«w, by such a union as abundantly justi- 
iios the expression which seems to give you 
such peculiar olVence. ^ 

Then, tliough thfey knew not ,vhat to answer 39 -rhHvfo.c n.cj. 


name ot Cud, raihrrthan, Jothegeumt, 
to their receiving a ooraiaiSston ftqiii him ; 
out the diHeffiice la not very m^enat. 

K W’I.en ,you allow — mjgibtratcs, &c.J 
A late Icarnefl and pious paraphrast appro- 
bends, that o-ir I^rd here vindicatetbif 
..fbimto supreme divinity, by pleadiof, 
that the Jewi<^h rulers ,ir<‘ called gijdn, 
oot ill a general regard to their office as 
(nl*ir>, huf ns types of the Mesbiah, tfte 
yro.it .'■'ovoreign of tliechnrfib, wl«>tas 
It )« o\pie<st;d at Ibe close of ^ja Ixvxii. 
psalrii,) was to tvAft/l all if^tidns. But 
not 10 iirgfe tliai It sei-nis iinprt>1)eble that 
tioch fficjted inii.^i«traitis as arc there 
spoken of bhoiild be di. scribed ns tvpis 
••1' Clinst, this explKMtiori seiini'i to im- 
I'lv, that every person whuso office wa^ 
typical of the Messiah might be called .i 


pod ; and; WB the other hnnd, that ii cnvi. 
turn’s being called bv that name uould 
intimate, that he was a t\pieal uvmim ■ 
the eonsef^uenees of which I am s,„<i 
that u-oi-Uiy writer n ould abhor, ft.oui. 
pare *2 J,'or. ir.4.) 1 think my.self theit- 
tvre obliged to acquiesce in that plain 
m-d iiatq^I sense of the pa.ssage wt„ch 
«K‘ genertlit'M,f eonim. utabjis, both an. 
OH'otandinndern, have given,— Jesus was 
thaigcd here by tJic Jew.s with ascnbing 
diviriity to his human nature; and m 
reply to^is, be khews that calJin'g'him- 
aelf the 3bh' of tJod did not imply .that 
and that his work.s proved sin I, an dni< n 
»K the haman nal-ure witJi the di me, a, 
he had heforu asseilcd, than which ii>i 
answer could bavft been moie wlc and 
pertinent, 



lie esiapesfrtnH theJews^ and fees b^nd /etdan. 

sought again to take him, the Jews were so enVi^ged against him, that 
ou?of their SX** sought affain to seize him, that they might cxx^^ 
acctise him of blasphemy before the 
hut he withdrew himself, as be bad done before, x. 

• , in an extraordinary manner) and $o escaped out 

^ their hands. {Qompare Luke iv, 30, sect, 
xxxii. and John viii. 59,.^ct. cv.) , ' 

fntw the place where COUntry-%rt«d Jor- 

John at first baptiz- dan, t& the ptetee called Bethabara, where (as it 
ed; and there he a- has been observed before, John i. 28, Vol. 1, p. 

^ \25*AJohn was at frst baptvsf^g: and there 

he aiode^foT a while, till the fury of the multi- 
41 And many re- tude Was a little abated, ^nd many of ..the in- 41 
Jaid! John d!d no mi. •habitants of that place who had been formerly 
raile. but all things acquainted with the Ba))tist, and remembered 
that John spake of the strong and repeated te'^timonies whicfi he 
this, man wcie true, Jesos, Came to him there, to attend 

upon his preaching, and said among themsoi res, 

John indeed did no miracle himself, but he fore- 
told extraordinary things of another ; an:! we, 
notv find that all the things which John said of 
this man were exactly true, which is a mvine 
attestation to the mission and authority of both. 

4*: And many be- ^ndmany af them believed on him there, and 42 
.oved on him there, happily improved this little season of hi^ recess ^ 
among them, as the means of their instruction 
and establishment in piety. 

IMPROVEMENT. '! 

ti is worthy of remark, that we here see our Lord Jesus at uVer. 2^' 
festival, appointed only by human authority, in commemoration y 
of a national deliverance. He cama from Galilee to observe it j 

in the temple, though it was winter'; anc^biought with him, as 'v 

at all times, a heart glowing with most' ardent and amiable > 
zeal for the honour of God and the salvation of men, even of 
those who were studying to ensnare and destroy him, V 

What prudence, mingled w'ith ispirit and sweetnesa, wills through 24, 
his answers to them ! Wiiat inestimable blessings does he propose, li 
to invite them to enter into his fold / May we never forget those 
gracious words ! May we ever be entitled to all the comfort of 
tnem ! I give unto sheep eternal life ; and they shall neve ?' 28 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. Lord, may ^ 
W'C be found in the number of those secure and happy souls, 
even of those who kmm thee, and who obey thy voice, and follow 
thee, whithersoever thou leadest them, by thine example, thy 27 



on our. und?r, ike cm (Christ. 


''8»6,')r, ‘ providcnQo, arjd thy Sfj^ivit ! Then may we look on oiir etemd 
life and happiness invjolahly fecupe. Safely ine|eed may w e 
trust |t in his hands who could say, in so sublime and so gloii-' 
^ sense, / and ih Faflier are one. I'he enemies of our sal- 
p "^vation must triumph then over ^mnipotenuo itself, before ihoy^ 
can wri:Sf ike sheep (f Christ gtit of hn^ hiinis ; nor wjU his fido- 
Jity to God, or his love to them, suffer, them to be seduced by 
frauds any Uwre thauj^cstioyed by vioknep. 

Blessed situation m thy litihfioid I O thou faithful, then 
compaiMonate, thou Almithly ^^epherd^ j»athcr thou our sou U 
' ’^with ilieirs ; and never suffer us to iorj^ct of how great impor- 
tance It is, that, wo still continue near thee, that we look u[) to 
thee for our defence and safety, ^u| cunGde, not in our own 
power and vvisdtim, but in ihin^l 

31 Who could have imagined that any hem^t cpuld have liecn ‘•o 
base as to have intended evil, or any hands so cruel as to have 
armed themselves with inbtrhnumts of dcMth against such a Per- 
soHi while speaking such words as these ? Yet behold, these 
Jews do It ; and that even in io sacred a place as the temple it- 
self; as the gcjuuine offspring of those who slew the prophet and 
jZpriest if the Lord^ even at his altar, (Compare Mar. win. ‘31, 
’35, and Luke xi.’485 51.) But his wise and gentle repli) disarm- 
ed them for a few months ; and the divine care and power in an 

39 extraordinary manner provided for his escape^ and once more ? c- 
scued him from their murdicrous hands. 

40 ' Bappy the iifliabitants of the eauntiy about Jordan to which 
, be retiroil ! especially happy, in that they knew the daij of then' 

41, 4!2 visitation ' The testimony of John the Sapiisf is now recolleet- 
fd to excellent purposes, though he himself w*as inouldefing in 
Ills tomb : nor is there any thing wfiicli a faithful 7ninist(r will 
more earnesily desire, than that, even while dead, he 7nay yet 
speak, for the honour of Christ, and tlie saltation of souls. 


'SEjCT. CXXXV. 

ffhrist declares against except in the C0se of adultei^j^ 

and adds same other pnrtkiiWs r^latmg to the married dilate. 
1-112. MaikX. 1-12. ^ 

MAT. 1. . ■" g , 

A NI\ isltf th* instfattioiw that wer^ Riven a m) 'h u»« to 
by our Lord to his ^ijiciples at Capebiaum, ^ r>a*^s, mIjc s 
( winch vyerc rccorch'd above from sect xxiii. fimMic'i 

to xcv’n), It tame to pa>s, that uhen Jesus had 



Multitudes foll^v Christ ^ and ke preaches to ihem^ 2 17' 

tjicse sfiyingb })(i [a- finished these discow'sesy^ AV arose from thence^ sect. 
‘/mn d^nart»?i“2om dcpafted from Galilee, where he h^dcxx^v. 

came dwelt 50 long, and through which h<? had noade'-^JJ?^ 
i'ntu the ctiasu of Ju-, such repeated journies. Jnd after be had first 
niAR^x Jpru84li?m,' (as vvaa befi)re related, * 

[ . ARK . . j j several pther things had 

a ened, wnieb have alre^y been considered 
air proper p.bee> he at length (as wa?; 
observed in tbe4i§t sectipti, John x. •to.) into 
the borders of J^dea be^pnd Jordfitlf^ where he 
spent some of the winter months, crossing the 
'z Anti great iftui- nver as he saw occasion. And hi$ arrival was 3 
land'll peupt'‘re^ sopnw. koowD, bi»t ffwdf mnUtiiides followed 

juri inii.i him again; Mm fron) all the nsighoouring parts; ttnd, par- 
.m l as he ivjs wont, ticulafly, the people who bad wicn bipi formerly 

' aioTanl) he hMicd St Bethabard remHed, k> Atw again (as was said, 

Jhem therr. lma.. John X. 41 ;) fliid, ocmdin^ to Am Usual custom, 
i.J he readily embraced the opportunity of preach- 

ing to them and tajitght them there again, as he 
had done elsewhere’; and as they brought manv 
sick persons to him, he healed them all there j 
whicn could not but increase the throng. 

The riurb Jfid the Pharisees, who always had a watch- j 
ful eye on his motions, and attended him with 
the most malignant dpAsigns h^ing now more 
especially irritated by the fame pf his late inira- 


* When Jesus had finished ihese ilts- 
si)r,ri,\.] The passages which Matthew 
anil Mark have uiciitiuncd immediately 
belorc they introduce this story, are 
thohv discourse!) on h\tjnility end Uu; fur* 
givciiC'S 9f uijuries wbuh have heep 
coiisidm’d above fiooi sect, xciiu to 
xevi. And I ha\e sometunei) been in- 
clined to think, that this and the next fo(- 
lowing lions uij^lit have been mtro- 
•liiccd llifu', as previous to tlMlfwaht of 
taberuiiclcs which wc hxve.sp often inen- 
lioucd. But most ihJi monizefvS, wUhnut 
any sci uple or apology, place tl^m here, 
being determined, I suppose, by tbo 
< lose conneetjon between the 
that arc here n lutedr and tjhjofia wvems 
ih.’it follow ilieui, which Uppene^l but a 
Aory liiile whib? before Cbriat’S'de9th.*i- 
It IS of vory hltle iniporiauoeto whi*- 
tln r these discoui^i^s weie d^iiver^ now, 
or a few months bcfoi e. However, he 
might truly bo -aid to arise J'rom (Isdilet, 
and coiue iiUo thcoc parts^ though lit’ took 
'a conbidcrabK' oo^lpr^^^, an ! -p* uf st” c- 


ral weeks in the journey. Compare note <> 
on Luke ii. 99, Vol. I. p. 77. 

•’ Heifond Jordan ] , Mark has (*\i)rcs»-ed 
this with some lUtle variation, Xia ch ur.* 
pity fe JopJisyK, hy the Jarihfr tide uf Jm- 
dan; or, ^ the learned Beffa* end some 
other cijitics chume tp render it, on the 
h^bi J^doni apd this may seem to hr. 
tno)i>e sui^bieto yrjtat is saiil of Chust’s 
cotnmg t^lhe eoast of Jiidea; which »a.s 
bounded py' Jordan, and had no coasts bc- 
it, Bvt it appears from John x, 40. 
thi^ hetkabara, xekere John at first baptiz^ 
jcd’fJbhn i, 2B.) \xas the place to which 
oUr f.ord removed, whigh wasUndoi^bteil- 
ly beyojid Juidan, .and over against Jori- 
clio. (Compare Josh. iii. !(«. and Jiid 
vii. 24.) And this was so ncai to t)u 
cuasits of JudtPja, that we might Airy will 
retain the ttppal version, and take tin 
pbrajie as Mauitcw hath cxpuh''Cd it j 
peci.iHy as it is jirobnlile (bat Jcsua,'dMi 
iiig his ahodo in tlie-c pads, might oftin 
cross the ri\(‘r, and pass from lioth.ibnra 
T'i Midea, nliKh lay on th,' oppiMte sn!. 



!?t8 The Pharisees tcn^pt him with a queUwn about divorce, 

SECT, cles, which they had' in vain endeavoured to came unto him, 
CMIXV. su|j|)rcss, (see John vii. 32, «, and ix, 16, 24,) 

came hither also to him, with the view of getting unto him, is it law- 
XIX. 3 ' advantage over him, by tempting him f«i a man to put 

with what they thought a very artful and eu- 
snaring question ; that they might, if possi- x. 2 :] 
ble, entangle him)itit,,his talk so as to h'nd some 
reason to accuse hiha;^or to discredit him at least 
among the people, they asked ifw, saving im- 
to hinij What thinkest thou, Master, Is it law- 
fid for a manja dismiss his wife for cvei'y slight 
vV/uitf of diblfoj^hich may be found iti her?" 
or IS adultery the only just reastin for a divorce } 

4 And he said to them in repl^^ Have ye ttot 4 And he ansner- 
readj (Gen. u 21.) that almighty and all- fj? 

Wise Creator f pom the very beginning of the „.ad. that [God,] he 
when he would not fail to constituuriiU' which made Mm, 
- man nature in such a way^ might be most con- ® creation i 
ducivc to its happiness, in forming the first pa- made them'^mSd 
rents of mankind made them male ami female, female? [Mauk x. 
or one man and one woman.? which would nei- 
5tlier allow of divorce or polygamy. ' Addoyou 5 And said, for 
not remember, that when the woman was at' first 
brought to him, the man said, as taught by an 
extraordinary revelation concerning the ends 
and obligations of marriage, which therefore 
may in effect be looked upon a.s a Divine test), 
iiiony,'* ** For this cause, or on account of his 


• ^ lo d'smiss his U!if« fat every eausf.] It 
is well knuwn that there vas a debate be- 
tween the ancient rabbies (puhap? as old 
as uiir Loixl’s time,} concerning inter- 
pn^tian of the Uw re^tuig to divorce, 
Deut. xi^y. 1 . The sc]|pol pf Samwai main- 
tained tHat the word.<i IITT ahicb 

we render lomi' undeannasi si^ihed adul’ 
litry , whereas theschOtiJ of Hillel explain- 

«1 It <f ajiy meUtPT of didiU. 

den.; Ifxo^ iffebr. hb. m. cap. 22.) l*eiv 
hflp' 1 ^ iriHiimi hi tween both would hare 
b'( 1 aju'^ter interpretation than either; 
tiji It ^ ceriain, that the phiai^c may with 
peciil ai pKipriety express Sn> blemish nr 
disriiilor uliich a noman ^Ight UDjtistly 
nnd tvo‘'S'ilv conceal beford^mamagr, that 
wait (hseovefed. At least I 

th n%'it p’ain, fiotn our lord’s answer, 
thart'ht* d sciplcs ol Saniinai were mista- 
ken , wliicb fart Ik r ajipcars fr>iu the pro- 
vision the Mosaic I.i* made for punish 
ing ad*ib'rv nth do.itli.- — I he mterpn ta- 
•iortof ildlel generally prevailed ; and the 


Pharisees concluding Christ would, as he 
had done before, declare against divorces, 
for trivial causes, (Mat. v. 31, 32, .nnd 
Luke %vi: 18.) might hope to »Kpose him 
to ibij^ular resentment for retrenclnog a 
liberty which the law allowed : but our 
Lord feared not the consequence oi doing 
it 

4 May in effect be looked upon as a Di- 
vine testuAony.] 1 think the ingenious 
author of Revelation examined with Can* 
dourjolidly argues, from Adam’s pro- 
noodirJng concerning the obtig.ati4in ot a 
qh1ld*il'rtlatien to bis parents, which had 
never then existed, that he spake these 
words in c/insequence of some extraor- 
dinavy dinne^tllunimation? which justi- 
lies the turn given m the paraphrase ■ not 
could he without a revelation have known 
what had passed in his sleep, or evei 
have conjectured the original of woman 
to have been what he so plainly refers to. 
See Kevelat. exam, with Candour, Vol. I, 
Dis. Ill, p. 28—33. 



Divorces were pertniUed for the hhrdn^ of their hearts j 21 ^ 

cause shall a <« eiigaging in the married state, shall a m&n sect. 

tuer an'd mother! his father and mother, wheu those 

jiiii shall cleave to “ dear relations of parental and filial tender- 
Ills wife; and they «« ,ne5s shall’ take place, and shall closely ad- vix 
JiS"’ [maek Vt! ‘‘ ‘wife: and ihe^ two shall be^Ciw- 

8— i / “ cd in so intimate afi union as to become one 

«; Wherefore tiicy « fleshV^ (Gon. ii. '24.) that % appears G 
i'u Whrt I?®'*®"* thus ipteed tiAer, that /Aej^ are 
thtieiorc Clod hath 110 longer two,*^b^ ontJUsk, and should accord- 
joincd toupthcr, let ingly regard each other as members of one bo- 
rM.““'x '*>’• Gad therefore has thus ciosely yoked 

togetherylet noHnan S^eparate ; the bond. 

. pt marri^b bh: esteemed as sacred, and incapa- 
ble of being dissolved by any thing which does 
not make, them cme to be one flesh, by mak- 
ing that of the one common to some third per- 
son (See Whitby, in loc.) 

1 They say unto Dhe^ soy unto by way of objection a- 7 
him. Why did Moses gainst this. Why then did Moses, under divine 
then command to ^1, ruction and inspiration, cornmavd “ a nian, 
’luio.onent, and to whose Wife touiid no favour in ills eyes, no- 
put her away> cadse he had discovered,** as it is there ex- 

S resSed, ** some uncleanhess in her,**’ or (as it 
as been generally understood) some cause ol' 
distaste and aversion, ** to give her a bill of di- 
vorce^ and so to dismiss heri^* (Deui. xxiv . i . ) 

Mark X 3. And ^nd he replied, and said unto them. How is it Math 
™rXmrwiI«t y®** this matter; or iwAar rfii/you al- 
did Mo&cs command ledge that Moses did command you f Is there 
y»u > any thing in his writings that recommends di- 

vorce and separation upon light oycasjons ? 
Mm<t*'^kuffercd***t<> upon this th(y Said, If it may not be 4 

wntra^biirof d^ that Moses does' command or reconimend 
^orcenicnt. and to it 111 itsfilf, it IS inokt 0vid[en't from the passage 
puthtidttjy. we have mentioned, th'kt he has permitted a 
man, in some cases> to write a bfll of divorce, 
and to give it intqjiis wife*s hand, am dismiss 
her, on which' fobodation thou well knowest 
how fre(|i}seiitiy divorces prevail among us, and 
how ju§tilidBle they are generally esteemed. 

Mir. XIX. 9. And Jesus answered and said to //itfwi,Voii 
[And answered the-iUattep DOW morc; justly than before -,^ ‘ 

’ MosSf Kubc^ol for it amtfuiits merely to a permission ; h-itl m«‘'t 
the hardness of yuur obscrvc to you, that It was OH accoujit of the 
iieaits [wrote vou fiarjinesH of your hearts, and the perver&eness 
ciis piLiept, and\ tcnijicis/ that Mosc^ wrote you this 

® On account of the h'-idne^s of your tiT of tho Ji »^i^b nation n loo apii.ircnt. 

AccrA'.J How touch this wi the clidrac.. See J %uil. i’.; 
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SECT.' 

C5|a?3JV 

Mat. 
XI]£. 8 


Mark 
X. 10. 


1 


But should b^ usod 'hiU mxases of adultery. 


,1* ^ 

precept y [^nd^gqiie such a perfnission to put 

•away your yji-qeSi^ J^nowiiig th^t otheirwise you 
might liave ieniptea to use them intolerr 
ably iU: 9,s I just now tol^ yqu, it was not 

so jrpui the beginning y and the account which 
that writer ^iv^js ot the oH^in^j constitution of 
things, proves it to he an irrep;nlarjty, how ne> 
cesshry sbever he ight fin4 i** 'h c^ses, 
to tolerate it, or ram^r, by nftaiing it irrevoca- 
ble, to prevent mens doing it \vithoi|t <Jecp 
consideration,... 

4nd vi\\^ Jbe assembly dismisspti* anti 
Jeso^ wa.s retbr<^ front tfip *5 they 

were Siting together in he/use where ho 
lodged, his disciples mske^^hitue^ain of the same 
matter^ ^ not being able fnily ^ und^lTi^tand it, 
or to reconcile it wi^b the precept of Moses; 

And he says to If yon arc willing to 

receive Jaw$ froni me, yM must subinlt to a 
greater restraint than Moses laid «>n the Israel- 
ites; for /expressly tell you (as I formerly did, 
Mat. V. 32, sept, xxxjx and 3;yt, 18, 

sect, cxxiv.) IFhvsi^ever shall dismiss his wife^ 
except Utbe^for whoredom which ** a funda- 
mental oreach of the main article of the mar- 
riage covenantjjby yvbich they are one flcsb><?«d 
shall marry another, oommiU adultery against 
her that was his .former wife, and who conti- 
nues still tp be so in tho sight of God ; and he 
that shall -marry* her uthp-ts so dismissed, witb- 
: out a sufHcient cansOy commits adulteiy. xind, 
on the other ifhai|d» by a parity of reason, if 
a noman, not injured in , the igqsiortant ar- 
ticle now niei^tionod, sball put away her 
husbmi, or ei^oH frpm.bim a= bill of divoreja,'^ 
and be viarfHcd ta^^ffnpothei man, she cmnniits 


suilcied you to put 
away your WI^ cs : 
but iWun tlie begin- 
ning it was not t.(>. 
[Mark X. .5.J 


Mark X. 10. And 
in the hoiist* his dis- 
cipl(/. asked hiiu a- 
gain of the i.aine 
matter. 


11 And be saith 
unto them, [I say 
unto you.] Wba&o. 
ever bhall pul .iwav 
bis wile, [except it 
be for foiuicatinii,] 
and [shallj marry 
another, lomnuticth 
adultery against her : 
[and uhuso marrioth 
her which is put a« 
wav, doth cumniit 
adultery] [Mai. 
^IX. 9.] 


12 And if a wo- 
man shall put away 
her husband, and be 
married to another, 


xxxi. 27,j,Isa. xlvni, 4; Ezek. ii, 4{'ki|t[ ilfX’J.^.woiild explain the woid as signitv- 
Acts vii. Al. — Our l.oid (at> Grotius wiHl ing thmg U'AicA should br to the h’isband 
obscrves,jstroDglyiiitui)ate»,thttt^tniore aa gHijn/ht andmiolentble as whondom — 
lerdei diapusition ip^y josUy bp Axpiectr Tbt obscip^te df*s> ttion, where the 

ed fioin his disciples. hiitbao([,«^not by ]i)w recover his wife, 

^ Except it be for vJhore^t^i fwi <?o»v>ia } wh»A wa$ the Celebrated case of the pious 
Thoiijh/or/uVa/wn commilhtd before mar- OaienAiuS Caraceiohi^, and which we find 
afterwards 4^overcd» mi|ht to be stoposed in 1 Cor. vii 15, is (juite 
he imposed to justify a divorce, fl(Zu/r«ry of a difl^rent nature; nor can a man 
'much more fvKlcutly do it; and under aiich a calamity be said to put 
therefore it IS plain the word must lie taken away his wife.— F.iasrims has a lemark- 
in the extent which is here given it. (See able note on M^l. xix. 'J, which shews 
notet on'Mat v. 52, Vol I. p. 222 ) JJut he was not far from Milton’s opinion, 
tps by a dangerous latitude of interpre- ? If anoman shall put auay her hut- 
lation, tlutMiltop (I’lose Works, page band.} Though it is certain, that the 



Mdniage is tui S8l 

she pommitteih a- aduUevy, . aiid as she deserves to be abhorred sect. 

hy me n, so must she expert to be punished 
by God, as guiltjr of tbtrt enormous 4hd 
tt*stablc crime, if she do hot from the Very htWft 
• repent of ?t. 

Mat. XIX. 10 . Tlicn hilt HtscipiiS ki}H, if this bn tke w*#. 

‘^f\h?ca-e ^ bOrttlXlX. 10 

ofthpinanbesow^th ^lUs indissolu^j^,- ift<H ej^di^kfo 
kts wife, itisnotgdod marry; since a Sin iffeyliytfiAt mhans be caught 
to marry. inextricable shhre, which rnhy indke him 

miserable all the rest of hi's life. 

1 1 itiit he said im- But tiF said ft thrMy All riten dnHot rectitft 1 1 

i™r,’c«nc z ‘j 

saving, SAM* tAerj to maiTV ; hUf omy 1^% M tehont tt ts ghen, tfs h 
^hoMi It IS given, peculiar gift, to hOhq^uef thOse rnclinatiohs to- 
wards that state which God, fur wise reasons, 
has wrought into the Common constitution of 
la For are Imman nature, /b#* thei*e are eunuchs 12 

Tn (• Vrimurf "in sofl'iifh theirniofhej^'^sti^omhy And 

/Ai,r luothci’s womb wbosc natural temper and inclination is in this 
.•nd th.Tc ftrt> some yc^jpect peculiar; and (hei'e are [some] eunuchs 
Inadi* *Hmiirhs'^*^nf cunucks by the “wickoclness of 

moil, and ihorv be mcHy who drive 01 ) that scandalous traffic which 
eon., hb, .iiiijjihaie |(ixury and effeminacy of the eastern world 

mi"/ hlr 'iL'riiu roodered s6 common*; and theYe are [some] 

doin of iieaiciils cuvuchs who have, as it were, made ihemsek-es 
< iikf Ho tii.it IS a enntcchs on account of Me kingdom of heaven, 
hmiVe'Tui^ % a resolbte guard oh their appe- 

tites and passions, have conquered the propen- 
sities of nature, that beingfree from the incum- 
brances of marriage, and devoting themselves 
to a life of more sublime devotioh, tb^ might 
promote the interest of my gosptel. (Compare 
1 Cor. vii: 1, 31.) I/e thtJwore', on thfe ivhole, 
ihdf finds he is able to receive [this sayiftg], lei 
him receive it ; or let him that is in hib own con- 
science persuaded that he can glorify God most 
by a single lifite, choose it. Others may, and 
ought to marry ; but let none lightly rush into 
that state, on a supposition that the bond of it 
maj be broken through at pleasure. 

f' 

.IfiwHh law did not put it intft a woman's pag<* 890, tioM) havirig probably fearn- 
povier to divorce hci hiisb.iiid. it isplain ed of the Roman women, «bo, in fbi'< 
tri’iii l(j rphii<5, that it \vas done not only age, ai« known to h.i\c practised it in 
b\ senidl ladies of difilinJiui''hed rank, the moat seandrilous manner. SceJuv. 
blit thit his own mfe did it, (ace Sat. vi. \ei '2‘2'2 — '230. ( omprtic I Sam, 

Dr. I ai duel’s Credibility, part i, Vol. II xxv. 4-4, and l Cor, \ji J3. 



jR^ectiojis on titf duties df d ^rried and a single life. 


\.v improvement. 

Fr6m what w)&tiave been reading, we may justly take occa- 
^.ejcrxv.gjQjj jQ adore the wisdrtm and goodness of Divine Providence in 
creating the human species And and providing for 
XIX. 4. formed creature Adaniy so suitable and so amiable a com. 

panion, to enliveo^icvery other object of delight, and to crown, 
tb^ pleasures oi iodise itself. 

Let us also ackf^lcdge thi^ apparent interposition of a wise 
^ and kind providence, in maintaining such a proportion l>etween 
the eimti to this day, which so apparently tends to the be- 
nefit of botil^fisli well as to the support of the race in future ag(‘s ; 
as also in ptfp^uating mtbei|c hearts through succeeding gene- 
5 rations that mutuaitendtrness fot Oach other which the purest 
bosoms may feel and avow ;^nd which is the foundation of such 
an union of soufs as no other friendship will admit. 

^ Let those who are mamVd, considering the indissoluble bond 
by’which God has joihed them together, make it their constant 
care to promote the comi^rt ana happiness of eacii other ; and 
let tliem most cautiously guard against every degree ol conten- 
tion, or even of dista.ste, which mi^ht at length occasion an nlic' 
nation in their affections, and render so Close a bond proport ion- 
ably grievoiis. 

D , 12 Let none rashly run into these important engagements, nor de- 
termine their choice by light considerations, of a low and transi- 
tory nature. And if any, on the whole, prefer the freedom of a 
single life to a state which, liTith its peculiar comforts, must ne- 
cessarily have its peculiar cares and trials too, let them diligent- 
ly improve that (usengagement, as an obligation to seek the 
kingdom of God with greater ardour, and to pursue its interests 
with more active zeal a?Kl application. 

MarkX. To cotfclujjc, ; si'nce it appears In tbjs respect, as well ns in 
11, 12some otherSf^that the gpspel revoHes.some indulgences which the 
law OSes ffave,^|et: us end^eavour to form our iiearts by Divine 
grac^tOa wi^bm,, seitpusness, and spirituality, which may suit 
this nohlgr dispens^ti’^^ 1 and while we arc reading the piecept 
/, of the Jewish legislator, let us remember w'e have a suhlmier 
. Mastef, and are to do and forbCRir thm others. (Mat. v. 47.) 


sEi^T. cxx^:vi. " 

Christ Hesses the. litUe children that were brought to him, ardre- 
iuhes his disciphss who 'would hare forbid them ' Mat. XIX. k; 
^^5. Mark X.'l3— 16.' Luke XVIII. 15— 17. 


mark X. 13. 


and wnile Jesus conimiied here, ns the jn- ^^D they bm-f h 
^ habitants of tiie neighhouiing country on ‘ 



Children aret jirc^gTit tnJCIvnUf/^f- hHpn^ft. 1^33 


[LrKc, infants and] the banks of Jordan fout\4 their esteem for him srer, 
h°m” te he Xul” continually increasing .on;.,tbeir acquaintance exx^ 
touch them, [or put with him, (John x. 41, 42, iheijJbFpught 

his hands on them, io him, not only the siick, that they might 

rLe.e,'’'«’h.?n] “> «*• 217.) but ajso several 

disopies [Luk*. saw infants, [and] otmtymngchudreny who, though 
7/, ti.ey] rebuked they could Walk and speg]L,yet were not capa- 

13.— Lukb XVHI. iouch them, hts f^as upqn them in a . 

15 J solemn manneri pra ^ for them;* not doubf-. 

ing but prayers so acceptably*' God as his ^ 
would prevail both for their priysi^t and future 
happiness. ^^idwke7hhis4isc(pidyVim\ pmico- 
larly the ap^tle^,^ who were about him, mo it, 
the^ rebuked those that brought (hem, as appre- 
hending them.toa troublesome, and thinking it 
beneath the dignity of so great %. Prophet to 
concern himselnibput stifpji little creatures, who 
were incapable of receiving any instruction 
from him. 

1 4 But whcB Je- sekng it, teas greathj ditpleascd, and 1 4 

muciXplLeii ud wttb some degree of inilignatioii against 

said unto 111 ' ra, Suf- Ills di.sciplcs; for be had a tender love to cttil- 
feriiu;ii(iit‘ ciiiidren dreij, ^ud Well Hncw tliat a proper notice of 
rnd"™mi (hi no“: might to some valuable account j’’ 

for ot such IS the and therefore he said to ihemy Let the little M- 
kiiisd .in of God. drfiu alofie, and do mf now, .or at any other con- 
LukV xun.— le!) t(me, himkr them Jrom Corning la me: 

lam pleased, rather than olfencled, to see them 
near me \Jor of such is t/ie kingdom of God; pei- 


** /.ay kis kand’i upon Ihi-ui, and pray.] ^ve this gcnUfucss cliildrrn lUdj- br 
This was a rite that nas terv early used, to iniaisters,'alid h6w'|&ueh their ubtfiil- 
p.iiticulaily b\ those who sttrodin any nes»>may,,or might h^ve been. 'promoted 
hupeiior relatiou, uheq tliey were prhyf / b,y^ doe rega^ to it,— NiQf^liorus tells 
iiig for a blessing on Vdimg persons. See us, that tieTebrnted Ignatius, after- 
Gen \'l\iii. 14 — '20 —I see no reason to wards" of .4ntipcli, w'as one of these 
Think, null I'.lsne I, that they were brought in^ntK-^q^ I^n! nught I'easonabiy he 
to Ciii’i'.t for ih(^ cure of •‘onie malady t^je-moredis^dascd wi^Ivhh disciple^ for 
for 111 that cMsc, It IS nut to be iniigiuii^^c^entieavouring to prc\e^t their, buingi 
that the disciples would ha\c been 'brought, as he had so Jately' set a child 
iiiliiiinanc as to prohibit them aoaoug them, and insisted on the necossi- 

t> Knew that a pioper notice. i)f Oi^e, ty of ^eir bang made qopformaldc to it. 
&r. ] Chriit's shew log 'ms i -irardin^Uch a Mjtt xviii. 2, 3, ^ xciii. p 19. — 1 am obbg- 
manner to them, not only must have b e n ed^ to Dr. ik^Cl’s late ' ersion of St. JMau 
I'xt’cedingly plea'-ing to the pay^tits, hot thew^s Gospdl, wlitdh, , according to the 
llic iiieinorvof thi-. coudfsccnsi.'ih might jmenner of teamed 4nd ingenioift au- 
ni.ikc tender and la ;iiig impressions on thoi is exact to a woiiiler, for t^e a}tera> 
llic ihiMieri thions'lics ; and the sight tion I h.i\e made here and for some 
mu^l hr* \( iy uig and encouraging othci cliangcb whichlukrtthisopportu- 
tn other loimg p T'Oiis who iiii'thi h.tp- luty of acknowledging with due gra- 
peii t«- be pje.eiit • ji'Jtto ijyhow instiuc- titqde. 



^ 'ffe lakes fH sSfe itiesses ifew.' • 


sOHs of suth a cbas^^ av6 thd thie subjeets of 


mv feingdotft, 6f ttetiral gfofy, to 

- vriilch tiiaoy are tiemted; and in 

3; *1+ token Off rt, the chifdireTi of belfeving J)aiiertts are 
to be dtJfflitbfrd mtd lAJr ehdheb by baptism.® 

15 And lw%, I &&y uitioioHy as 1 bflvo ftinherty i5 v«?riH m - 
tbW you,’ (Mat. xirftt. 5, 4, | ta^W ) and «fonld 

bavo 5 ou tb ti^#^^onsttess while Rital^iluHf of Ood as a 

% .< . .. K. .^ 11 ^ .. /ittlo<lulil, he shall 


1 Repeat it, ifUitt Wfhh ^Jlllmgto 

ftaem the kingdom of God, or the gospel dis- 
pensation, aii^the happiness it promises, < 1 ? u 
h'tth child , himself of those prejudices 

and Uiosc setmler vteWa'Wliich codtfhct in 
ihc^r riper years, that be may c6die> as it were, 
to tbc hUmibty mid meekoeia, the simpHdiy 
and teachableness of a l^tle Child, (compare 
fcal cxxki. 2.) ht shall not awj^ wtsej or dh 
ahy terms, Outer into it, be bis genrus ever •-o 
sublime, or his circumslaOCcs Irt life c\cr so 
considerab’e. 


[in no wisij ^n»cr 
theicin [lilt 
XVIH ri 


16 And having said this, he woilld no longer be /nd he [t i ki 
detained trom shewin;} his regatrd iiMto these lit- ,C 

lie children, but, httving caned ikm to ntni, and up m lus [md] 
ordered the ittfantft to be brought, he took them p«t h s hands upon 
up in his arms, tendeflv embrating them with 
a holy complacenyr and lo\ei as a farther «fi themf ] [Mm 
token of the overliowing kindness and'benevo- J '*► 

Jence of his heart fowardsr them, he laid 
hand\ upon Am, and blessed them, recommend- 
ing thorn in a solemn manner m the divine b)c«i- 
sing and fd\ourj which accordingly descended 
■upon them, <0 strengthen their const itutions, 
and t6 sanctify their Irearts. And, after this, 
he depdpted frttn thence to afnother place in the 
neighbourhood^ where iheyOong ruler attended 
him, IS ill be presently related* 


IMi^ilOVCMCNi 

Maik Let US make a pause here, that we may more attrntm 1 . ir 
" ' view this delightful alid tffetroctivo sight , tliat wo may sec* tin- 

<■ Foff (4 sveh IS rtf (^o^y 5m 5 ] our Lord nii.:ht lipre uitfflid -same ipft 

I HfijciSMrlcdge these KOnh utU not of renc^to A, and I cantiut np; ‘ovc ut itu 
thnia|9e1re<] pri»^o zn/air/ to be en dpuojc roukm^ suih a\ /iniuhu that It 
instimtioh <>r Christ; bui if thM appeats is tiu put ul a faithti 1 fr uisl itor not t( 
front other soriptufes to be the case Imiit tht seweof tlip ()i>.,iii.il ji n * fir 
(«hn.b { think mostpi'obabic,) there w ill uha» it leaiee ainluv k .. 
be piopuitiooal'if r voii t > btlioif* f' -tC 











A rich young fnan inquires Hhi tiiay to eternal Hfe 

anew by thy Itjsince by this method alone we can be 7}iade 
to be partaker the inheritance of the mints Might (Col. 
12), and, be 9 <^,jhe children qfOid, as to beat length the 
c/iitdren of the resunection, ^ 


SECT. CXXjtVlI. 

'.;v/ \ 

A tkh you7igmh^lyii^ himself to Christ for direction in the 
•way to eternal tifi^ and af towards parting with him out of re~ 
gard to his ^^saion^f gives our Lordttn occasion of caution^ 
ing his iis^pUs cortcerndng the danger of riches. Mat. XIX. 
16, to Mark X. n— 31. Cuke-XVlll. 18—30. 


SECT, 

C^XXVll 

Mark 
X. 17 


JVIark X. tj.v 


r’l he wenCmtkcmiki^p^i ""into the way ^nd when he 

“ to some other place ^hlch hc, designed to ^ gone forth mto 
visit,’ hehbtd^ a remarkable occurrence 

happened 5 for cawe even a [Lvkr, a certain 

magistrate, or mler, who'Was. a young person in rulcrj running, and 
very plentiful circumstances, funning with an Vnn 
eager desire to converse witn Jesus, before he saymg,]* ’ O'ood 
left that place j a;w/ he no sooner was come near Master, w hat [good 
him, but, kneeling down to. hm with the hum- ‘ 

blest respect, he asked Him wifo great reverence eternal ilfej 
and earnestness, saying. Good 'Master,^ I am xix. le. * 
come to thee as a n?€^t wise and gracibus Teach- ^'’*^** ^^-l 
er, and beseech thee' to answer me a question 
of the highest iorfportance: What goSd thing 
shall I do that I may ipkerit eternal life 9 for 
nothing lies with^so much.weight upon my mind 
as this, and I am determined to secure it at any 
rate. •: ' 2 [ ' 

ig And Jesm^yapiyR tbisi smd to him Why dast n And j^mis sam 


hofn^kbu re^rd^st dnly as a «nto him, w^hy rail- 
propWte^tfroni' Mj'ai^ dost not look noon 


inherit 

[Mai 

l.i;iui 


to be any more than am»^ireiaan? ThouShouldst 
remember ' upon aft; ncca^dns,t'that none is 


^ qut froni t}!i<iiice.Y «a 'additional reason for our 

Matthe;;#' and luho r«l^ thia’.aUil^i^' it. 

the young ^ Wk^Ai^thou tdUmtgijOar] It is cer- 

in the preded^ M^ is, jaln Some very anol<^t'inanuscripts 

moTedf^f^minhfothsbfiwaf'Ofihedrm tead clause, Ti p tpalag 
tho^jOgaMtion, dud more fiFCUlcBBtantial. dosi thou atk me what gootl 

in tptjiiiifratton. '* .thing is to he done,* But neither the num- 

Afasier.l Woldas Observes that ’ her of eopioSi nor the turn of onr Lord’=- 
ithift was a title wnich the" Jewish rabbics answer, w'dlby any means admit of su^'h 
ajfocted ; which, if it were indeed so, a reading. ' 



Jesus bids him tq hep the cpm}j^ndmenis, 

botone, /An<«Ood : perfectly to glpiiaps 30(1 iwmutable .SECT. 

ter'*mto*fifer'keep ti^e eve? Wess^andct^rD'a! 

thcoommamilnenta.i "Of can any man or anj^V deserve the title of 
[Mat. XIX. n. good in atiy degree of' comparison with him, 

(ARE xviii. 19.] whoin originally stream fbrth all those 

rays of goodness which ar^i^l^ut imperfectly re- 
jected ^om them.c,J?f(f a^^the question thou 


rtiftely 


bast ask^, - 

to enter into life, it is ii^olqtely .necdlslsLry thou 
shonlds^ ten Mt* the 

1 ^ I • 1*"'^ * t 


which thou thq^t jaever on any terms expect it, 

19 rnesaithunto Theli t^e y6urtg.ttil^, that might fully 19 
understand .the‘,^uiid )Qif' Jesus, eagerly says to 

the tlmmandnS, oh the 

irh.m Shalt do no obscrvatioti 6f ' whfch ttiy ckcrhal life depends? 

lio^ con imt'* adiT J^^sus sdidt v TAutf, undoubtedly kimeest the 
"ciy; ThifushaUiiot commandmeitts )tfhich.Cod gave to Moses, wriu 
Thou bhait not ten on , the - of atone at Mount Sinai, 
hear false witness,] among wh^h 'tlio^'of the secoiui table, how- 
nllr T’ fath»r"°nj ev«r by the PbirisB^:ai^ by no means • 

fLi/v( tijvi mother* to be forgotten 4 '.'sucb as,' Th&uehaU not kill; 
iand/nionshaitiovA,r< ^hou Wttff^ry 7 ThOUshalt 

Ici'f.7MA7.Tlx\\8" Thou shall not, hear ’false witness 

i‘). L uke XVI n on.) against thy neighbour; Thpu shall not covet 

any ptirt of his prqhtertyj cir take any methods 
“ to defraud him /and , that which indeed 
stands in the front uf /^^ll the^e, ** Honour thy 
“ father and thy nfiothtf i’hese are the six 
last commandments, which 1. now recommend 
' to thy consideration i(i«d they ma^, all be sura- 
med up in carbpre^ensivc precept, 

“ Thou shall kk€ Ak^ Vci^hboyT tfs 
(See Kxod. xx. Lpv. xix- lij 

And [the young Jud the >iot ippr^bimdiiig the 2^ 

ry ,, 


«• T/inu shalt nut thfrirviU] As Maik '* est secure to thyself.f/ jBMtthc 
s< I itis TO put thfS for the tenth commaird- apostle Vaul'stfOnyly intimates, that ihe 
mciit I )i Hammond (m loo^ ^*><1 Artih- sense of that eoihmahd is much mere ea- 
J)ibh>>|> lillolsoo, (see hiy''\'orJlS|( VOli II. tfeflst¥^y(K«>n», vii. %;) md as the pre- 
p. Si ‘>7) suppose it a key to tbe.'^pnse of^ cs'dufgisQinniandtne^ts }d|l forbid to m- 
ib'jse words, Them sha't 4ot cos'^i, the Vade the life, the heu,‘ thh pfo^kirtijr, oi 
jiicaniMg of which, they argue, is feSf tt ^e|!iuta(i<rfi qf atto^r, a 

h id been haul, "fhoii shall not be so de- guard on those irr^wlar appetitejc,«6(l 
“ siruiis of thy neighbodr’s tiosscssions pasitkmk which might by insensible dc< 
“ as to bo willing tu injure the owner by greeslead men to murder, adultery,' 
'* doprii iug him of th'‘nj, tlwt thou ina> - theft, or faNe witness 



QBS JIesa^s he has done it ; but is told that ohe thing was wanting. 


'sect, large ext^^nt and spiritual meaning of theise pre- aww^rtd rmil 
ocaKVitcejits, replied^ witft great cheerfulness and cob- 

fidence, and said to him, Master, 1 have been hJe i observed from 
^ 20 these precepts^ and may venture youth: [What 

to say, that I have conscientiously merved all ^20.^^ LafF 
these even/rd»i wy injdnc^^ and have abstain- xviii. 2i,| 
ed from each of tb'e^icesand inunoraUties con- 


demned in tfiemj to/iat Ifartherneed, 

in order ttf secure the glorious prize after which 
I am seeking ? / 

2 1 Jnd Jesu4 looking sted/ostl^ upon hm^, ipvtd 
/i/v;/and felt' t^e emotion^ of> complacency 
mingled with tender compassion, in regard to 
so voung a person, who bad tasaintained so hon- 
ourable a character in such^ah^levated station 
of life, and was under such concern about ano- 
ther world ; ' yet at the same time, amidst all 
these hopeful circumstances^,' was governed still 
by a secret fondness for the possessions he en- 
joyed in this : and as our Loi^ thought fit to 
iijiinifest this fondness to himself,an(i others, 
xvhtn he kadheard these things which have been 
mentioned above, he was pleased to call him 
forth to a peculiar trial ; and therefore said unto" 
him, Thus far it ia wdl; but ye/, » alas, One 
thing thou still wantesi/ m order to prove that 
integrity of soul and that prevailing love to 
God, without ' which none can be entitled to 


21 Then Jesus be- 
holding him, lorrd 
him and [Lukf, 
when he heard these 
things, he] &aKl un- 
to him, [T. 11 KF, yei] 
one thing thou lack- 
hat; [if thou wilt be 
perfect,] go thy way, 
sell wbntsuever thou 


future blessedness : by me bo now commands 
iliee, if t/wu wilt be perfect, and determine 
to submit to alt that he requires, to go thx/ 
aY/y’>imnicdja^ly, and sell all thy possessions,^ 


« I ftavs obtervtd ail thfsf, even from tny of (Jodliyfeith.— Compare I?om. x. 3, onih 
infanci/.'l Tlie phrase aito yteJihf in- ' Phil, ni 9. 

deed be very exactly reQdet:eid mtj f' One tkotg thou wanted,] Our Lord 
povth : but as he w^ yet bOtkyotfng man, does not say he wanted hut one thing; so 
' it isprohablj' hereputfor in&ncy or child- that nothing can be concluded f.om hence 
lood. It i& plain be did not understand against the necessity of au acquaintance 
the spiritual meaning and extents the i«rw '«ith«me troths, of which this youth, 
tuxordin'g^ to our Lord's explication of^ ft hopeful and amiable as he wil*, appears 
in hi$ sermon on the mount j or he would ' to ha^r^ been ig^rant.^^ .1^ it was to be 
hot have f x«ct obCdienec^ it , qbarged optbat want of piety which 

But tlie Jewa in geneta]- aebirt, te hive' nh conduct presently ditlovcred, that he 
thought that, if they abstained fcomgrgss did‘i(oi ootiie to the knowledge of them 
criiaee^ sacrifices might atone for smaller by a continued and snhttiissivc attendance 
ncgleciteor offunces. ’’And bin compound oh the teaching of Christ, See ^obn vii 
seems to have been that righteousmus of 17, sect. xenr. 

their own, in winch, to their final rum, S Seil alt tt^touessions.] It is strange 
tlwy trusted fi r lustiflcatiun bclbrc God, that thelcarnM and accurate Dr. Clarke 
’ntijcnfglp'’t'/f the righteousness which is should suppose that ChiUt did not dc^ 



follow VK . 

XIX 21. 
XVI I r. 22. J 


caUed to sett all he had^ he goes moc^ sormvfnl 

hast, and Rive to the valuable as they are, dUtnhute the mo- sect. 

which arises from the sale of them tu Mc<^x?xvii 
Ten; and come, take poor; do this, hnd thou skuHiJiave an infinitely 
'}p the cross, and more exccllont treasure hi heaveH : and, in the ^ 
f«iiow ir«. (Mat^ wsured hope of this 1 calUhee.to^tfomeand hi&e 
up ike eross, atui with courage and resolution to 
follota me as my coitstant atWndant, though it 
should be even at title el^nce of thy life, as 
^ well as thine 

22 [But when the But wkcn tik yumg mm heard that 

>oung man heard aH ggy delightful pros- 

sJdlSwoittw “petite for life mast b« given a moment, 

[Lokk, very sorrow- A^tt^excocdiUgly Concerned: aud troubled at 
fui,] for he, undhe^tmt awau in great somxo; Jar he 

”d 'great W»«3/wA,f«K/] hedgreiftpesiesskm, winch 

yions. [Mat. XIX. were lately fitllett into his liands; and how dc- 
::2 — Loot xvui. sirous sddvdr he wias of eternal life, he could 
^ not resolve' to secure it at so great an ex pence, 

23 And [Luke. And wheii Jmm eano (Atf^j though he was very 2'S 

when Je9ii« saw that yet he chOsc rather to go away than 

I'ui,] loS rou^ to pafttvith bie estate in the views of eternal 
.iboiit, and aaitii to happiness, rouffd On all that were 

i.is disciples, How to his discipka, Observe tins in- 

ila?eSoiIoS^^o^^^ and learn to make this ro- 

t) the kingdom of Hection dpoH it ; Bow hardly shall they that 
Oodi \eniy I »ay of this World entcT into the 

r.nSterflve^ f I>well upon the thought, and 

t. r into the kingdom repeat It, in order^' it possible, to wean your 
'j/' heaven. [Mat. hearts Itoixi theso delusive vanities which often 

xvi’ii. 24 .r ^ ^ ** ^ ^ 

you, So many snares attend such circumsi.mces, 

that a rkh.man,wiU hardly enier into the king- 
dom of heaven, or be brought to such a relish for 
the gospel, and its, future blessings, a.s either to 
rcsi^ or iid prove his worldly possessions, in 


nand this, iiiordt r totus beioR iit a state owni pdsseSdioDS, yet sincere \irtuc and 
ofaocq)taiice withOud, but in order tchi^ piety demewl an bebituul r^dino‘>s, not 
iHjj a testimony of exalted piety j or^ only to .>acri6ce ovr pcssessiops, but oui 
at least, as necessary at that tit»o to.. bis li'es, at the command of Godi 
being a preacher of the gospel. > Our videuce does in fact call some out to tiiaLs 
liord's manner of pnoposing the trial, and as severe as thic. — His refusal plainly 
his rofleLtion' db the young man’s going sbc«ed« bo valued his worldly possesMons 
Away, plainly that it ims iutbase, more than eternal life; and our Lord with 
circum'>tance&'iieccs-ary to hisjkalvat.ion. gmtwiikloni, took this direct and con 
And indeed it is most a^ipareldt, that vJttciiiR method of manifesting both to 
f hough God dofis not in fact require every liimsidf attd oiherr, that secret insinccn 
nun to distribute all Ills goods to others, ty and carnality of buqicr Wiich pic 
ind so m eflcct to beemne one of the vailed under all ihisc specious prcteiu cs 
-vmibcr of poor to be relieved out -of his and promising appcarancri. 



Tlie rich shall hardly enter into the kingdom of God, 


sEct. such a manner as the laws of that kingdom rc- 

disciples were quite astonished at his 
words } for they were ready to imagine that, ere 
long, all the rich and great people of the coun^ 
try would appear for their Lord, and 6k him on 
the throne of Israel. 

Bui JesuSf answering again to. that surprise 
which he saw in their coutiteu^hces, says to them 
in the most condeseonding manner, My dear 
children^, when jroV consider wljat I said more 
attentively, you will not so ipuch womler at it; 
for it is inami^t tiiat the generality of Hcb men 
place their cliief confidence and delight in llio 
things of this present world:, and you know that 
true religion requires a hea^, abstracted from 
them,*and placed *on nobler o^l^ts; judge then 
for yourselves, how hard is it for them that thus 
trmt in their riches^ to enter into the kingdom of 
‘25 God f And therefore I say to you again, in yet 
stronjjer terms, that your cdinmoh proverb may 
have Its place here, 'Fhat it is easier for the huge 
cable of a ship, or even for a camel iogo through 
the eye' of a needle f than it hfor^ a rich man to 
con(]uer the snares of his estate and the corrup- 
tions of his heart so far as to enter into, the king,- 
dom of God,, and become the faithful, obedient 
subject of his Son. 

And when his disciples heard [this] rej5etition 
and illustration of what was betore said, they 
were struck ipto e receding great and inexpres- 
sible amazement at it, saying one to another, 
And who then mn be saved f Who that ire, rich 
' can ever get td heaven ? And%hat a discourage- 
nieut will it be to others, to see the rich and the 
great neglecting saHration,.. and turning the 
means of tfieir happiness and usefulness into the 
instruments of their destruction? . 


24 And the clisi- 
ples Tiere 'astonishcii 
at liis word'!. — 


— liut Jesus au- 
^weretli asi^ain, and 
saith unto tliom, 
Children, how haid 
is it for them that 
trust III ru’lu'S to eii' 
tiii into the kiii;i- 
doin of Cud ' 


25 [And again I 
say unto you,] It i-. 
easier for a earn el ti 
go through the eve 
of a tieedlrl tluii iui 
a ri(‘h nun to ontci 
jnto the kingdom of 
God. (Mat \IX 
24. Luke XVIII 

W.l 


2G And when iM>> 
[discipit’s heaul it,] 
thev were (I'xi'viiU 
iiigiy amazed, /jj/dj 
aslouisheil out of 
measure, saving a- 
mong Ihcuiselvc'-, 
Who then oau be 
sa\ed’ [Mat XIX 
2.1. LuJiK W III 
2G.] 


*» E(ii,zer'fQT a camel lo go thmsgA the, eve 
o) a m TheoptiyUct, aitd after luof ■ 
^olnc other critics, for xttjiAqKsv rcadan^t- 
/Bv whioh they explain of. a evSle topi, 
wliirh might appear luoro fitly to 1)c men- 
iioucd as wh.it ivu/d ;io/ pais iAiougft a 
need'e's epe. Others vtry precaurK«i>I> as- 
sirt, that Ihere w.,s near Jerusalem a low 
jiule called the needle's eye, tlnouch 
"•I'leh a camel could not piSS unless hi.i 


load irere taken off. But I see no tea* 
soil for departing from the i^ivod read- 
ing ^nd interpretation; ftoria.<theie any 
tbhtg tfi;thi{i proverbial as ii 

bore aUi«dE,'^t what is very af,reeable to 
the caetem taste, and may be p.iralltil(‘d. 
in other Jewish wiitirs. Sue Dr. hghi- 
Ioot’8 Hor. Hebr. on Mat mv. 2.4, whert 
it l^ ?hcwn there was a Jewish proverb 
the satne purpose of Ibe ulephan' 



What is impossiUe with men, is possible with God, 

«7 And Jesus Sui Jesus, looking stedfistly upon them, saith secs:/ 

M indeed 

With men [this isj ana the strength of corrupt nature alone ^11 
impoi^ible, but not not be Sufficient to encounter sueb difficulties X. flV' 

bod wthese: it is w» imppwible wiVA to: 

ixjsbibie, [Luke, even ammateibeif hearts against them : ^for bis grace 
the things which are has an almighty energy, andji!f)tM GodaU things 

rMAT* xrx'a? [ewh] "w cnr most 

xvm. C 7 ] and se^ so insurmountable 

to human strength os to hei^bpi^d utterly im- 
prsmtrcable ; lo him tHbre^e^, the rich and 
poolt^nft^ theif supplications, ^iit each may be 
rehwe^ superior to the snares' which attend 
theirrespectiee circumstances. 

’8TheQpptcr[an. Then PeUx. fepiied, and with some warmth 2S 
ottered, and] began ^nd confidejffce hgari'to sav unto him, WeH, 
»!'ba.“teft''X^d Master, -feiAVe, have doiie wb^ this yopth, 
h.ivp followed thee! hopeful Bs be secflied, had not the resolution 
fwhathiinii wehave’to'do; for though iwdfied we had not much, we 

had in the world, 

<:h.] Ofid have at aJtadr^iturcs fdlowed thee with the 

sincerest *eal and aftection : what reward shall 
we therefore have f for we persuade ourselves, 
thou wilt not permit us finally to be bscrs iu 
thy cause, ' 

Mai. XIX. 28. ^nd JssUs dnsdhmng said ito them, You iniy Mat. 

depe^ upon it that you shall not, but tv.ll hcXix.ff 
veiiiy I aay unto toupu upon the wholc to Have acted the wisest 
vou, that ye which partj forvm/y I say unto you, and assure yon 
have followed me m u followed me in my hu- 

a icgenera ion, length be distinguished 

proportionable honours : and in the great 7'eno- 
vatwn of all things,* when all the children of, 

* In t,ir‘ yreat Tenovattan of al! thin^s.)^ " appeal to your decieioos, as the rule 
I ha\t. I'lven what appears to mb the ** ef their faith and practice.*’ (Fleming’,:, 
most natural sepbe of this dUBcuU pas- Christology VoL J. p. 28 ) But it seems 
bage Mr. Fleming agrees with our plain to mid) that our Lord refers in the 
transUtoih in connecting the words rv rn following words to the time of iinal re- 
vaXty-^rnffia, with the preceding clause ; tribution, which he elsewhere inentioui. ' 
and paraphrases the verse thus, As for as that in which be should at on ffie 
“ you, nty Apostteo, who have followed thone qf /as ghry. Mat. xxv. 31, 32 —.Mr. 

'*’ me 111 pew s^ate of the cliurch, Pierce (on Ueb. i. 5.) follows BrenniiH 
whiih is,to*h'e brought to the. birth, in expounding the regeneration of the 
when 1 am to ascend to heanattf that time when Christ should be (as it wen ) 

I inav govern the world from ihence begotten agmn by hts resurrection from t/ie 
“ hv inv' word and Spirit, ye shall be to dead; but the criticism seems very uu 
the whole Christian church what the natural, and the ubjeclion menliouxd 
" twt'l\e heads of the tribes were of old above, lies against it ni its full force.— 

’ ‘ ’o the Jewish nation : my folio weri shall The laboured argument which Dr. Tiiouw :< 



'Di^ '^ppstles shall judge tke: &u>elve tribes of Israel 


secT. God shall, as it w.em, be born amw frdift their ’wiien the soa of man 
when created nature shall put oji its Jj* 


's«nrw 

Mat. 


Mark 
X 29. 


'"“‘“r — -M- r“‘ ‘“^of ftory, ya also 

. fairest forms .to receive them, and ine Son of $it up(i«Jiweive 
f,XlX28.A»fl» presidinff over that auajust assembly} shall thrones, jud«ine the 
sit on the throne ofkis/loiy, exftt^sy' aboye 
the highest angels of God, yaw myi!feithful^Lu«KXVnr.^i9.— i 

apostles, shall sit around m'o upm 
throm^^ judging (h j tweke' tribes of Ist^ol; 
concurring joyfully’ with 'irte ih the 
which shall then be^^issed on the Jt^wlsh tifttioh, 
and on all the pfofissbd members o?my chureh,^ 
as they have j^eu- sincere/ 
profesiiion, an^ hi the observance 
which, you, by authority from me, theiVexal^' 
ed Sovereign, shall have givmt them. ' 

though some peotiftat^l^rda ate x.-^2y. 

.ervod for j-ofl, wtb regard 'i<s,>'pnf- ^^toUc 
character, yet there is no man in any state of hoiwo. or bruhrcji, 
colulition of life, whether in this '6r in any future or swteis, or lather, 
age „f the world who ha\kleft, or shall here- "S^rn,.°r\n.t; 
after leave, his house or brethren-^ or sisters, or {Uke, for the k.ns- 
fathevy or mother f or xrife'yOT'rhiidrmyOr lands i of God's sake, 

in one word, none who shall' undergo the loss {rtameft^Kako mifi 
of any temporal advafitag0s/^/»?^J'#A» ^ th^ gospel’s [mai 

kingdom of Gody tV,] for name^s sake S9 — L u k n 
oaHfl! the gospel's! But he shall tefeivt marii^ ’‘loB];7taLiire- 
fold more for it, in (he iiitv^rd satisfacuon oml cure fLoRt, mam- 
divine consolations utt^ndin^feal’re|i'gion'v[yjp0] foidmorp, yta,] an 
even an kundredfoMi, now in thU pf^eseWimey ^JrcTnti 

more than all the comfort he could indurally tiine^housos, and 
have found in hauseSy and (fi^hreny-and sisterb, breUneiuandskteis, 
and moihersy and children^ondhr^^ sueh ahall “1*1 , “‘i? 

be the delights^^ a good c^wietic^i w»d Mtu'^perTecutlmi^ 
secret uiarnfcstations of divhb tfCceptSuMimd 
i'avou|r, which shall minglo thcWfwWveS with 
all • the persec%tiQns lio, i^hMi , hoter^nd^re ; * 


Burnet deduers ftooi hence, to pro /eihik tton^ hnt speaks to the whole body of 
nnovatnon of the earth «t 4lje. piiUoa- i advent? which be knew would 

)Muno, IS very precedou*,; •dnee ,Uit) .bed to the far greater pait 

v'oril^ uill so fairly ft(h|iut of of those to, whoai they were e^dressod. 

tensf, icteiTiag them to the general; I'ltc' rfUMvg^M nm m 

titinrctioD. See Butnet’a Th^ry, Vo}.^> p^ntuni tmet—Buth ptfli^^hnf.\ Dr. 
11 p. 329^^0. Measey. iajhts V.crnftCuU g.tcrf<, p, 18, 

^ tweluip ikniAPi.] Our proposes a very di^'evewt >ersiiin of tbi" 

j.ord v^wknow tliet .hidaa weuld fall poiiod, tiz. ” Th^u^h h mrof not rerpii,' 
IruiTi bif VlTice end dignity ; fapt as Mat- “ [n»r h(i€'>i} an hundred foM, (or a 
thiae filled lus place, and 80 hto'4 in* suiO/cient recompence) now m ifn. 
nilui to the promisp, he did iiat tluftk. It tieie, koumt hnthren, and s ateu, 
di to enter into any paiticular dhtmc- “ (tnd''mofkeri, arul chiid'ien, and hndi 



They that leave all f&rsChrist stuzll be great gainers. 23S 


and in the world to and wlico they jar^^pvfir, as they will qttickly be, sect, 
ete^naf'wi? Ma^ itihenti everlasting 

Xix.-29. ' Lujti life, and be for ever enjoying that happiness 
xvm. 30.J ' which God has preparw for all his children, x. :jo 
, especially for such heroic souls as these, when 

^ earthly relations are ceased, and tlie world 
itself is aissolved. 

j i But many t/iat JBut such will he issu^ and event of things .1 i 
arc lirst shall be last: under the tM' ViOHV Ueho Gfe] first Ul 

ttflnt'cMlT.xa and po^ln^they enjoy, 

JO.] di^twithat^natug this, fail soorrof others, and be 

gfj^ day of acc^ntifr; and those 
who.ip’e le^i*hdl prove* iif this respect to 
first : for some, from whom it might be 
least expect^d^ .shall embrace the gospel, and 
.courageo.U^ly the greatest hardships for 

it; whik^WCfs^, w^h far greater, advantages, 
shall and, under much stronger cn- 

gageiuents, shall desett it. 


IMPROVEMfefiT. 

Who can behold, withput weeping eves and a bleeding heart, 
this loveliy youth perishing in sin l^ What could have ap})ear- 
cd more promising than this solicitous emcern about eUrnal 1 ^ 6 ^ 
in ^ young vian fich in the possessions and high in the honours 
of the present world ! ' To aeo him running mth such eagerness 
to the feet of a Redeemer, kneeling down with such humility be- 
fore him, calling upon him hy.so hopou/ablo a tiV/r, anil proti s- 
sing so sincere a desire of instruction, could not but lead us to 
conclude, Surely this man was not far from the kingdom of God; 21 
nor do we wonder that Jesus beholding him loved him. ^Vho 
would not have loohed on such an object’ with complacency ! 
Who would not haya expected tha^ (his pleasant plant slionid 
have brought forth gvapi^ ; but bejiold, it brought prth wild 
grapes f (Isa. v. 2 .) So have we seen, in the compass perhaps 
(>f our small observatiqp and exjTerience, > many a fair blossom 
fall withering to the ground- 00 have the hopes of ministers 


yet af let p^rseeut/oa [(jula hu>yr'’>*l* ■ Lmiulij youth perishing in iin.] l)i, 

“ tnthevorldto cmei he shall receive WatCs excellent Sermon nn this KuSjfM't, 
“ eUrnal' But 1 neither think anU with this title, will, I doubt n(*t, be 

the auUiorky of 1 h‘.ophytact suffir^ient recollected by multitudes on tins ucoa- 
To warrant the substituting j^iwy|u.ov for stoti. Tbems so much beauty aud pathos, 
ituy/mujv; nqr can I tlnd any saUefactory so much wisdom and piety i it, that! 
f-xainple of such ftn ellipsis as this ver- could wish it might be attenti ely periN 
.Sion supi)t)>,ed in the originati if that vtt* sed, especially by every ore of my 
nation were alloued; to which ve may jfi>ungi.r reitder* , for 1 would hope liior^. 

that the parallel passages both in are few capable of readiii# t without 
N'.itthcw and I.uke he .uiroiigly against some fienous impressions 
* ii* vrr‘'ion proposed 



^4 Beflcctions on the hopeful ^th forsaking Christ, ' 

SF.CT. and pttrenUy and other reli^ifus friends^ been disappointed with 
tmmi. respect to many ^oung persons, adopted with a variety of ami- 
able qualiHcations, yet lacking one iking and parting with Christ 
when put to the trial, after ail the regard they have shewn to his 
name, and all the pleasing expectations' they have given of a 
willingness to serve him. O my yiyU7l^‘^ reader, whoever thou 
art, 1 earnestly pray that thou may«st not be added to that num- 
ber * ^ 

Vcr. This unhappy imagined himself ^in the certain way of 
QQsalvation because he^was free' from the staitis of fraud and injus- 
tice, of adulter^ aod^theft, of perjuty and murder, or any other 
gross and infamotts:$in. But behold, awful a method Christ 
takes to open io^hitn that i^mceriti/ of jSieai*i lybich he seSms 
himself not to have kiiow;nv Observe how stesdge'^a command 

21 he gives him, to sell all, and distribute id, the poor. We cannot 
say that the very same is direcflyi IfMmred of us; yet, by this 
order that was given to him, weiWe" obliged to part with our all 
when it cannot be preserved a gpdd\ conscience ; and by 
the general rules of Chridtiemity^ and by its futidamental pre- 
cepts, we are in duty bound, conscientiously to use, not only a 
Utile pun of our substance, but even the whole of it for God, as 
stewards who are another day to give Up a strict account for all. 
And if we like not (?Am/ and, ^i(?ryonf these terms, our end'xWX 
bi’ no better than his. Of lum we read, that after all his mora- 
litv, aiul all his v.cal, he wdtd moy from Christ) (though sorrow^ 
fuL) because he had great possessions. Oh doar-bought wealth, 
which was the price of his soul ! 

22 Let us look upon him, and. receive instruction ; let us learn to 
be upon our guard against VMw/i wdrld^ that specious^^r/e/, 
who hath cast down many wounded ; vecty rttany strong men have 
been slain by her; (Prov. vli. 26.) - How universally are riches 
desired, how eagerly are they-pUr^ued, by persons in all stations, 
and of all professions of life1‘,Yet what they generally prove, 
but shining mischief and gilded ruin ! If we bmieve the incar- 

' nate wisdom of God, They mM '^r sabAttion exceeding hazar- 
dous. Yet who does not wish'for tliem fej Who does not think 
23, 25 that be has wiifdom apd grace enough to^ndthe d^ger ? But 
God knows otherwise; and therefore, he keeps, or makes, so ma- 
« iiy of his children poor , — Let them con^toted with their safer 

state ; and let,, those who are rich he imptirtunati^ vvitj 4 Cod foi 
those induences of his grace p^ich can effect those that 

iiTQ impossible wit h men. \ ' \ ; , 

27 On the whole, let us not think miich of any thing which 
Christ, demands, knowing that whatever we may lose, or what - 
ever wc may resign, we shall gain far more by nis favour. The 
29 testimony of a good conscience before him, a life of friendship with 
God, the consolations of his Spirit, and the hopes of bis glory, 



The parable qf ike^iqbotirers in the vinepariL 28 ^' 

* / 

will yield, even for the present, an kundred-J'old more satisfaction 
than the possessions^ of the greatest riches, or the enjoyment of 2!!*^ 
the most tender anti beloved relatives^ How much more 
daiuly then will all be repaid in the state! And, if we ^ 

.cannot trust the prmnise of our Lord for it, we are no more real 
Christians than if we wsife publicly to worship mmnmon, or Phi- 
tus, with all the idolatrous rites of the ancient heathens. 


-3EC;r, CXXXVIIL.a 

Christ, by the parobk q^Jthe >^s wt themc^terd, uxirns the 

Jews '(^air^.jcnmin^ the Gentiles those equal privileges to 
which tke;y\s&^ml H cdkdJin the Messiah's kingdom. Mat. 

XX. 1—16. ' 

MAT XX 1 - ^ XX. 1. 

j;oR tiie kingdom TN order* to. illustrate the observation which our sect. 
^ of heaven is like A Lordliad just been making, “ that many who^ v’t*'"* 
unto a man that IS <* bliould be last, and many last shoulil 

which went onuariy be first,” he added the following parable, and 
III the inoraing to said, I'his Will be fouud to be the case in many " 
liirvinevaid instances ; for ike kir^dom of heaven, or tho 
* ' > , gospel-dispensation, is like, or may be fitly re- 

' presented by the similitude of a man that was 
\he master of a family y roho went out early in 
the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard, 

. j V- L u j time when.the vintage was to be gathered 

aswed wTa Mug agreed with the labourers Jor2 

boiiicts for a penny the usual price of a denarius, or Roman penny, 
a day, he .sent them ^ dau,^ he sent tkeni into his vineyard, to be era- 

"indT »;». tfaer® i" W, se^ice 

out about the UiJid dnd go\ng out again tfOowf the third hoar^Z 


. ^ h Itkc, or may be fitly represent^ 
by the similitude of a rooitj .See uot^* 
on Luke vii. 32, Vol. I. p. 332.— -Tliose 
wtio ai e acquainted with the .eastern man- 
nors know, that this parable is exactly 
buited to them in a variety of circum- 
stances, which many learned commen- 
tators have ojbi^qrved, but' which it dpe* 
u«)t ftecni _ij«ce8i»iy to’ enumerate here, 
hcp TVtav. Btigmat. Theolog. Vol. L p. 
3(»i, &\ i'eq. 

** A denarius, or, Roman pennf/, a day.} 
It sfciiii from hence, that tfais (which was 
in \alue about scvcn peiice halfpenny of 
0111 money) was the usual prioe of a day’s 
Mjivii'e among the Jews; as Tacitus' tells 
II > It was among the Roldans. (Anhal. t. 

“ ' It i<i Ihrrcfoie ,iii3tly mentioned, 


. ^v. vi. d, as a proof of the great scaiicity 
^'provisions, when a measure or chaeuix 
of wheat, which was the usual allowance 
to one for a dayr^^and was about an 
English quart, was sold at that piicc. 

f J&out the third hum.} Di. WItilbj' iii 
his Paraphrase ex^laiDS Uic first call in ihu 
morning, of the earliest days of Chubt's 
preaching , that of the third hour, da re- 
ferring to the mission of the apostles litn 
they were first sent forth to pieach aincii}; 
the Jews; those of the sixth and uiiith 
hours, of their pi*eachifig tl.e gospel, afu r 
the descent or the Holy Ghost, to the 
Jews in Judea, and then to thu dibifcr'^ed 
in other parts ■ and that ot the elc v enth 
hour, of the calling of the (•'( ntilec : hut 
this seems an exces‘:i>c nuicty of di&. 



236 The labourers are hirti mt d^erent 

sEcfi (or at nine in the momin&} Jtesaw others 9^and' and sawoUicrt 
tfiwixfiH jfjg unemployed in the market^ where it v^as cus- 

tomar}- for t>erva^ *0 stand , in order to.tbeir be- / 

XX, 4 nil* iiired. And he widtofkmi Gaye clsoinio 4 And saM unto 
the vineyard^ md whatsoever 0)tka retmnah/e them, Go yc also in- 
value^ (Toarlahonr,''./ j^abesnret^lWjfflK. “kiSo:;7ir!ight 
And they went amy to their nrorii With9nt any i win giveyou. And 
more namcular agreement jr,^ they went thur way. 

5 Ano a^ain going dut about tht^sixtk atuf ninfkK S Agein he went 
Aour (or al nooo, i^hI V in the ^ ;SSS;\“S 

he did the same, >piA sem^oiiBera to^oris on the ti,<i likewise, 
same geiiemi ^mise tbeoi;^' nutch 

as they could retsonably exp^. ^ , 

G AM once more, about ^ the ekpenih ^ And abont the 

. at five in the afternoon,) go^mt pf his house, 
he returned to /the ofAirrJ othVstindSg^dlc! 

standing unemployed: and he sam'to themi. Why andWith onto them, 
‘do ye stand here and do oQthmgT Do y^u eboose 
thus to trifle away your time, and c’omtinne the ? ^ Tbey^say^ unto 
^wholeday unemployed?^ They Say unto hirn^ No; him, Because no man 
but w e contin ue here, heemm m one has hired us hath hired us. ijc 
to arvy kind of labour, I’ben he saylto thenty ye*SsD?nU)?he”Inic“ 

' ■ Go ye also into the vineyard^ where you may he yaid, and whatsoever 
employed, andwhatmver u^t and vemomhk j^sht, Mo/ shall yc 
to be given for your labour^ skiU Teeem^^ W*'®* 

8 AWwAifnrwntw^WflSctwieforaifiixolclock,) ® ^ f'"®" 

, , • , P * • j <r 1 1 was come, the l.ord 

the time wlien workmen were paid offi and sent vineyard sauh 
home, the lord of the4mewu^»ay$ tojhis stew- unto hi» atewani, 
ardy Call the labourers who hive been working Caii the laboureis, 

in the vineyard, and'pay thm tkar^a, k- to.Tcginnt^Jfrom 
ginning from tbpsewho were the /oiit hired, aud the last unto the first, 
so going on even to the first, 

9 .i^ndharingthusbeepotdotedtopreaentthem- 9 And when they 
sclvea, aAr»l%accofdin^/|iwefofem^ K*te“kve«h • 

hired] about the elevenihhp'^lf an«|o had jiour; they received 
entered Jart into the vineyard; ^hey etkh (y^tbem c»cvy man a penny. 
received no l^ihan, f $eimyftM maiiter^ l^vin^ 

«tiriction.-^Thc Jews re«dy<to look ^urediporf than the beHevit^g Gentile ^ 
upon thoniffrlves witkWTnpheeney^.gs a ' may 0^ whoil) met with much the same 
pciiple VI ho had Ibr many < Ueattnentonf^iF ymWn^Uiribtiaiii- 

to the worship of the; true.God, knd,ili ty- I The»s« il I4, 
some period» bad endured gto«t f fThettotpef w So I think 

ties out of a regard to it j. and it afeina tl^ word Jifunwr may he rendered, Phil. i. 
iiatiirnl to interpret, what ,is said (ver. 'I’j Col, iv, and 2 Bet. i. 13; and tha' 
12,) of isnrinff /Aa Au/dra <d '4# it aignifiils, i^ot only what a person may 

da^y with a reference to ihia, rather than legally claim, but what he might e^uita- 
to any peculiar hardship which the. ear- bly ca[|ect from a person of honour and 
her converts among ihe Jews might have bumanitv. 



The first murmir that the^ last receive as jnuch as they. 237 
directed they should be thus generously re- »ect. 

learded* 

• 10 But when the jt'nd ttpou seeing thiify voken those who were 

pospd*™th*t*^ Sr working all the day,xx. lo. 

•should btocreceivS cme lor'be paid^ thf reekmed with tbemselres 
more: and they like- {hat the^ sketildeave recdtW^considerably more ; 
wtsc received every j^g same, and only rc- 

n Awfwhen they, cewed 'every tm a ^ny And when they had 1 1 
had received */, [tV,J satisfied with what 

VI Saying, These Tr^ t&ess khouted 

hit have wrougU oftehouTf and tkoH^haai mude^Aem equal in the 
thoViwst ma“dJ them *^5" have:-rec8ivt‘d to m, leko hax^e 

f-qual unto us, which boUtif' through all 

havchoriio the bwvthle toil the dim trow morning to 

deuandheatof ^ « 

i.'i Out he auawer- M^roalihly ami^mdandsaid tome ftkem, I :; 

od one of them, and who »j[)Ok« ifi the name;of the rest, Friend , it is 
t'lu^'no^rong - dids^j most appftrent#at / do not iii any degree 
not tiiuu ugi«c with jure thecy or'4ny of thy companions ; didst not 
me for a penny > agree with me to labour all the day /or a 

1 + Take thai iHine penny t aiid hast-thotfe not received it ? Take 1 1 
% and go thy way: w justly tkine^ and be gone, without pre- 

Lri! cmi'a^^imto tcT dictate to toe in an afiair wherein 

thcc. thou hast no* manner of concern ; for I will do 

tu’ 1 see fit) and give to this last man, who came 
15 Is itn.it lawful jn but an hour^gO^vewitA^ I do^(? theeJ /i/it/t; 

what colour thou for a complaint ? 

Is It not lawful Jot me to do what 1 will with 
what is undoubtedly mine own property ? s What 


7/.cy mvmvred against thd titstferc^ s And indetd, u tfmt lavo/ulf<» me to diy 
ihehouic.] 7'hht this w^s thh ease uf Uii^ , teiil»r / »)// vntk mine Tiiattbc 

.Jews, ipon a general netioa (A the Qen^ '''particle n may thus be rendered, And k- 
tiles being; according to the Christ’ diedf has been obServ^'d before, note*, on 
scheme, intended to be p'lrtakem with Mat. vii 9. Vol. I. p. 244.'— And at to 
them 111 tb« same cburqh.^prmiegesf is what mheresuggi^jiti^so many spnptun.s 
plain fiunr a variety uf scriptures. See dechne ekpressly^ iMt Goa at the gn .it 
Acts XI 2, 3; xiii. 45—50; xvii. 5v 13; day will rentir io. every one according to 
xviii. C, 13; xxii. 21, kxviih' 29 j Aif tior^i aMf iritSinate that there shall bef 
Bom. \'t. 29;^aiid 1 These, il. id, ^ air exact oorrespondence betw'cen every 
^ / rM this hit even <tt to tltee.J mao's ebameter and the reward mbtch 

Sinre no mufeinuriiig can happen among jlthrough the riches of Divine grac' ) shall 
the blessed this muht refer to the'fttibe* Ithdo be bestowed, that it would be ver> 
lievingJews; bv^ as ' it is' Certain, they unffeasetRahlev lirdtti' snoh a circumslance 
will have no place in the kingdOto of as tiiw in the parable, toinfbr the cunti ary 
hciVv'ii, wc plainly sec that it would be But if any should nlattitaio, that ail tli«* 
very absurd to pretend to draw doctrin- favonrsof Divine Providence and grace 
nl consequences from every incidental must now be dispensed only in |ip.pt»rHou 
-irrimipt inoe of a par.ihle. to thO wisdom and goodness of the J)e^- 



338 Silt the master 7na^ do xohkl he will xoiihhis own, 

SECT; if I pleased to i;ivc it to one vfho had done no- thine eye evil, 
thing at all for it? Is thine e^emlf^ Of dost 
thou look on with an envioys and malignant 
"ipt ; 15 . countenance, because I am so that pat of 

compassion to these poor men l freely gi^ethem ^ 

'y what they could not justly have ckincifd'? 

16 And thus said Jesus at the conclukiofii of this , & the last shall 

parable^ You see {as 1 hav? just been teUibg bJ 

you, Mat. xix. 30.) there ^are some who seemed c^llfd, but few 
to be the last in privilege^, and adva^tajges, who ^^^osen. 
shall be first ^ the vfew^lrd ,add hej^^hijess that 
shall be given;;to ^em ; oil the otlfe^ hand, 
there are many th those respects the first, who. . 
shall he last. And this a recn$rk peculiarly' . 
appJiciiblc to the Jewish nkio^\.]whh.wiiI mur* 
mtir at the ci^lling of the equal dig»' «c - 

nities and privileges with themselves, and on 
that account will reject the- gospel, and perse- , 
cute you the preachers of iti /or though many 
are called, and the messages of. salvation arc 
sent to vast multitudes, even, to all the thou- 
.sands of Israel, yet there ^re but few chosen ; 

■a small reinnaut only will einbrace the gospel 
. so universally offered, and. so. be saved accord- 
ing to the election of grace, (Rom. xj.-d.) while 
the rest will be justly disowned by God, as a 
punishment for so o^tinate and envious a 
temper. . , ’ , 


son concerned, I apprehend they would the (Aosen of God, merely with re<!pect 
«r^iic directly contrary to the whole de- to tlie Divii^e complacency in tbfni un 
Kign of this parable, and to wfaai daily account of some distinguished \ irtuc .ind 
appe.ir<i j» be fact, whtch therefore can- excellcj^. Ck>mpare D^ut. \\i. fi— S; 
not give way to any hypothesis. ix.6'; JobiTXrvldj Acts ix. 13, 13 ; Kom. 

*• ft thine eye evii*] Ueroisan evident xi. 5,'6{ and*l John Iv. 19.— To muler- 
rcfcrence to that malignant aspect which atnn4< the expression here of choirn und 
IS gcnprhlly the attendant of a selfish and (as\Mr. Le CWc. Dr. 

envloas'towMr. Wali;.ai»d others do,) is quite to 

‘ necuUXw ap^jtoble to the Jes^ish contradict l^diwign of the ^rablt. On 
nation.] 'fhe remafli jr^lf isfUrmore that supposi^dn ’ maslSer must 
extensive, as I intimate ^th in the para- have |iaid, These last have done ns 
phrase and iijiprovemeh^ Bnt as this ** much in one 'hour as you in manv ; or 
was a memorable instance ofit, so it is ** I choice thetn,. because I knew they 
plainly nhat Christhad immediately in ‘^^we’inen miiai|t)i^le 
hisvicw. ; gen^,”.’ This U’' the tuth which the 

k Many are called, bUt'fe^etHaen.] Oro- 'Talmuduta have given to the namble in 
tins ha.s a very learned and ingenious their insipid imitation of it- ahich may 
note oil this text; hut no genius or learn- be seen in tit. l.ightfoot, Hor. Hcb. on 
ing ran he Sufficient to prni’c what he Mat. xx- 1 
«'rms to intend, that person^* arc ^•allcd 



'JReJleCtim onmr.iui^ Iq improve our privili^es. 



IMPROVteMENTi 

May we by divine grace appear in the happy number of those, secis^ 
'who are not only cailed, but chosen too ! If we are Jirst in 
vileges and opportunities, let us be careful that our improvement 
*bt‘ proportionable ; otherv^ise we shall be last, and see ourselves ' , 

another day exceeded, and perhaps coudcunned, by those who 
stood in a r^nk much below us. ' 

We are called to a course of holy labour^ even to work in our i ^ 
Lord's vineyard, or in every station, whether public or private, 
to do our utmost to promot^the glory pf Godapd the happiness • 
of mankind- Let us nUV ’^jih so many calls and so many 
vantages, stand all the. day idle t but let us be active and patient, 12 
and cheerfully willing to hear all the burden and heat of {he day { 

in so good a cah^e ; knowing that ere long the evening will come, 8 
and that he who employs us skithj^ Behold, I come quickly, and 
my reward is with me, to, man according as his work 

shall he. (Rev.-xxii. 12.) ‘ i 

Lot such as have lohg neglected the great business of life beo 
encouraged with this thought, that some were called at the ele- .1 
xenth hour : but let none presume on their having such a call, 
nor strain the parable so far as to imagine, that an equal reu'ard 
awaits all, without any regard to their characters 'or improve- ' 
ments; which is most contrary to the reason of things, to the 
word of God, and to the great intent of that day which is to 
render to every man according to his deeds, (Rom. ii. 6.) 9 

'rin* Genhles afe indeed now called to ccpjal privileges with 
the Jew^, to which this circumstance of tkid parable refers: and 
we all see how odious a temper it was in that favourite nation to 11, i£ 
be offended with the gospel uii that account, which should rather 
have recommended it to theirmore joyful acceptance. Let us 
be careful to avoid every degree of envy, whoever may be put 
on a level with us, or preferred to us. Let us acknowledge the 15 
sovereign right of God to do what he will with his own, and let 
not our eye be evil because he is good: To prevent this, let us ' 
lalxiur after that unfeigned I 6 i^ to the brethren which never will 
allow us to repine at their advancement to the gi;eatest. privile- 
ges, but Will engage us to behold the favours that are shewn 
iliein with delight and satisfaction, and to rejoice in their honour^ 
and happiness as oUf own. So shall wc exCnange the b^est and 
passion oi human nature^for that which is of all 
oihers the noblest and the most delightful. ”* 



240 While Jems teas beyond JpjfMofi, Lazarus is sitk. 


SECT. CXXXIX. 

Our Lordf heaving of the sickness of his friend Idisarusy artd af 
terwards knowing that he ms ieai^ determines to go from the 
reunify beyond Jordan to Judea, fkmgh against the persuasion 
if his disciples. John XI. 1 — 16. 

John XI. l. x, ^ 

SECT. j^Ojy while Jebus was on the other side Jor- TWowactn-tammin 
CXXXIX. ▼ whither Jie hji^ retired wheh he left ^ was Mck, T/nmtr/ 

John Jpsalem *. 40, iect c*xxh»;K Kfert 
-\i. 1 . one iMznrmcf Bethany he iam and her Mster Mar- 
oj Mary, and Martha her sister, uho ms sick of tho. 

2a very dangerous distemper. Artd, by the way ^ (it was /a«/ Ma- 
it Ls to be ^rved. that ft PAot] M.rj, ^ 
who afterwards at a public entertamment, m tes^ tbeitt, and wiped his 
timony of her high regard and' veneration for be^ hatr, 

him, anointed the Lord with a most precious ^ 

ointment^ and wiped his feet with hei* hair, ^ 

3 whose brother Lazarus was sick. The sisters 5 Therefore his si . 
therefore, full of concern for their diseased bro- Lord?btiloh!’ 
ther, knowing where Jesus was, sent to him, and hewhSnthoa iov*st| 
said, Lord, we beg that thou wdoldst be pleased >» 

to favour ns with a Whatever difKcnIties 
may lie in the way ; for hefuftd he, whom thou 
so tenderly lowest, eVen Lizaros ifay friend, is 
so exceedingly ill, that, without thy interposi- 
tion for his deliverance, nothing but death can 
be expected. 

4 But when Jesus heard [«] , he said, ThU sick- ^ Whtnjevns heard 
nets is Slot designed by providence /» end in his 

death, and 6nal removal out ot ilda world;** 

* ft Kos tiiiU M<ay vtho araanttd th lard was of Magdala,- a town of Galilee at a 
ohitrnenf.] .Some coinroentators have ^-^opsiderahle distance. Nor is theic any 
aapposod that thi^ refers to the story )M>> ground from smptui-e to cont'li.ilo th;it 
]at^, by. Ihike, o^utp. tit. dT tef. Mary Maydalenc was thq person uho a-- 
(sect. Ixt) and ha\^ argued from thence^ noiuUd Cbmt la Luke, «bich ayprar. ra- 
that Mary Magdalene, whotfi they tbinlc ther to he there dcactibed as the aetion 
^ to be tba person them described as a wo- ofdKwpmap; of Naim, where Christ ic- 
“man that ilnis a sintiw, was the same Itored the wj^ew’s son to life (Luke \ii. 
with tins Mary, sistdr of Laa<trua. (Onuparc note *> on Luke vni ‘2, 

Hut it seems much more prldthblc, that Vol. I. p. 534.)— Ifepide^ the stones arc 
John himself should mentldA' tba fai^' mliitedwithsuebdifibKiUtfdrciimbtanct'i, 
that he has here, referred tO} which, that it is strange they should be taken 
if he has done at all, it must be that for the satne fact ; and as Luke no where 
which he relates, .fohn xii. 3, tV sey. • talh. us tM the person ho speaks i>f is 
(sect. c\lv.) where there can be ho doubt named Maryj< ^o neither haie ve any 
but that the person who performed this reason to that the same p<Tsun 

instance of respect to Christ siat. Mar)', bhoiild anoint him twice. , 
the sister uf F azaius, who was of Betba- i‘ Thu ^Kh-'iess ts not to tUath^ &r. | Com- 
ny near .}civi>alcin, and iluroforc must pare Mat,' ix. '24, .uid Maikv. L9, ^ «*1. f. 
be din'cieii* fj vin M-iry Magd.ilone, who p. 399. — Our Loid .ifter w aids so fully cv 



He tarries iwo dayf before he sets out for Judea. 241 

serve /«r the remarkalJe illiistratinn of sroT. 
thc^kry 'J God, and MiHcred lo 


‘Jeath, but fur the 
{'lory of (Jed, that 
llioSgn of (Tod inigbt 
be i^lonfied thereby. 


5 Now Je^us Io\ed 
Jdartba, and her si&- 
("r, and Lasnariis. 


6 When he had 
heard tlieutore that 
ho tiaabukyhe abode 
Mui days ^Mll m the 
'.uuo place wljcre lie 

7 'I’lii 11 after that, 
fraitli l»' to ///( (liM'i- 
ph'S, Lei us {>0 into 
.luiita asraiii, 

8 ihi disciph'b say 
ut»t(j 111 in, M.ibter, 

J«''S of l.il< 
•-ouglit lo stun ihoe 
and g' lost thou thi- 
• liei aj im ^ 

y .los'.’s mswored, 
\u tlicio nut ti\f ho 
i.diiis in tilt da\ ' It 
any man in the 
day, he stnniblcth 
in t, heoaiisehc fcei lli 
t'lO hijlit ut tMs 
i\oi!d 

10 I' lit if a men 
.« Ilk 111 inc iii;fl't, 1 e 
■ilninliU 'll, hotanso 
111 10 s no I'jihl in 


chi^riy witU a dcsigii./Att/ the Son of God ma^ 
be glorified it, and his divine inissinn most 
signally confirmed. 

Now it was well known that Jesus loved Mar- 5 . 
tha, and her sister Mary and tins tlieir broihcr 
Lazarus, with a peculiar affection, and had of- 
ten visited them, and lodged aitlieir house; and, 
in consequence of this, he was determined to or > 
der theaffair in such a manner as he knew would 
be most ftjr their final advantage, though it 
might for a while be an occasion of greater 
affliction. 

IVhen therefore he had heard that he was sick, 6 
he then, witliout declaring he had any thought 
of going to him, abode yet two days longer on 
the other side Jordan, in the same place where 
he 7<’(ii before. And then after that, that is, 0117 
till! third day, he says to his disciples, Let us 
now go back again to Judea. 

The dinciples sajy unto him, Habbi, jt is Aw/ 8 
just now tliat the Jews sought to stone thee, 
(John X. 31, sect, cxxxiv ) and dost thou intend 
so soon to go thither again, as if it were to unnpf 
the danger from which thou hast so lately with 
such diflieulty escaped? 

Jesus answered, Are there not tivelve hours ln9 
the day'^ Now ij any man take the advantage 
of tiiern, and walk in the day, he is prepared for 
all ev(‘iits, and does not stumble ut any obstacle 
s\hicli may he in his way; because tlie sun is 
then above the horizon, and he sees the light if 
this world. But if any man wiil rather choose 10 
to a'all in the night, it is no woiulor at all if he 
stumbles ilien, buausc there is no light in the 


!»Liiiis whal h(' h\ this amhijjuims 

■ i>< ( ch, thill n >i!iing reasonahic can be 
'ihjccicd to It hut It IS a reiTnik.dh|p irl- 
sntici of lilt- candoMr and lidclitv of tbr 
*;\dii{;t li>ii, here, iird in the ioicutid 
pi.i( I i., so exactly to rts'ord the ^ cry uords 
of .Tosiis, iluiiigh malicp might ‘u easily 

till! .it ilitiii 

iltc) t ,/U hi- lu Ills iltscple--, 
t'loiii C()iii| .iiiMg Blai tx. 17, Muik 

uiid Luke xvm rjl (sfi-1 caIii ) 
iiniiv t nlic.. uifcr, th.'it x' ii.il is nsoiihd 
tl I'u' 111(1 III 'i| \ I Im;») ( li- 


ed duriiiptho itilervil of f hint’s delay to 

go lo Helh.iny, alter he Ind heard that 
I a^arus sick but I do not tind that 
Christ went to Jerusalem now; and it he 
did It hf cins lh.it those (m ent'- happened 
in Ins (crv last j.uirney thither, andcoii- 
sp^i'cntly should nutbeinttoduccrilKre; 
fspeciailvas they l(ie?k the Ihn ad of the 
stmy, (hit of rcR.iiil to which,! flunk, 
s'linc sinnil tr.iiis|iosii}(ms niav wdl b( 

fdloMcd 111 otiici j Kv” . •h.M !.:i null' 

>i('i dfiil I I’l*' 



‘iW Iht tells his disciples that Lazarus is dead. 

; SLCT. airaronnd him. In like manner, I am desirous, 

’cxxxi\.a}> J kitci} loM yon, to do the will of my lu’a- 
veni} father wiiile the day of opportunity f)f 
lile l:isis, (John i\. 4 , sect, exxx.) and I doubt 
^ ' ’ not !)ul 1 shall thereby approve myself in his 

and secure his protection and favour, 

! 1 I'hcse things he said to silence their objec- T*‘cse thin- 
lions, and tt) pienare their minds for vvhiit ho 
yet concealed : and ajter thiSy as he perfectly them, our fnend 
knew what had passed at ih'thany, though so ha/arus de-^peth, 
Tnani inih's distant from it, be .was to them^ Our 
tnemi I azartis is Jallrn. asleep ; hut 1 am goinp sii ep. 
ro him,/A^^/ J may mcaken him, tnereby refer- 
iii'g to his death, and lo that raising him from 
It nhicli he iiiiended quickly to elFect. 

12 JIi.s dhcipUs tberejore, not apprehending his lo Tiicn saui lut, 
in iinng, inimcdiatclv said, Lord ^ if he sleeps 
naiMial'y ainl quietly, as thou seiimest to inti- 
rnati*, limil proliahl) recover , and there is the 
less reason for tliy running the hazard of going 
thither to heal h,m. 

ri But Jesus spake this concerning his deaths i.sHowhclt, Jesus 
which foi many apparent reasons he chose to 
n-pre^pm iiiidpr iliis gpntle imuge;'* but liat U iud ''pokm 
thought that he had spoken of bis taking rest as of taking ot iOi>r in 
H living man does in a common sleep. 

I !• 'fhen Jesus thereiori. that he might not hold i‘^'iyn «"] -i‘ sin's 
them aiu longer in suspence, or leave them mi- Ltt/,arus is dead, 
der a mistake, said to them plainly ^ Lazarii'i is 
1 5 indeed dead. Jnd, as 1 could not have per- i j And I :im gUd 
initted this to have happened in my presence, 1 for your sak. ^, that 
am glad on 7pnir account that 1 was not there; thomLcluyem^^ 
that younuh/ moYii confidently believe in me,* 
ami may find your faith confirmed by a farther 

1 > For tliany •ippai'i'iit rca'^onsht' chose ** mand him back to life .ignin,'’ hut, 
fo iTpresoufundej tills giiitleima-e j Our avoidii u ati parad*' and *'St«MiiJnoii, he 
Loid might ebuose the expicbsjuii of ihooxfs the '>Mii|>l(- 3 i and humblest fx- 
l.a/arus sleeping paitlyoui 'iftendcruC'S, putSxioii that ran he thought of. Tins fiii'* 
as being least shocking, whculu* spokeof icm'aik [which Mr. IJinflovell makes m 
so df.ir a friend , as llonicr, when be his Sacri’d t'Jassics. V ol. 1 p. 297 ,) , ,id- 
K'f'u'.syiits AiitihiChus as loporiing tlic nnrabl, Mivis'iaiud.-Mi a great \niicty ol 
dc.ah of Patrocliis to Aihl'les uhcd lit#* parin iilir-« in the piosciit slon , bj the 
woid xuUi, hi' lifatlni. rather than hr ingenious Dr. Lardne in his v ndjcation 
'•tain (Iliad, lib. x\ 111, \er. 20 ) And of it. He has tieatcd the 'nh|(s t xsith a 
it mti> also faithcr he considered as an candour and rcetiliide of hi ir' ,({iial In 
111 t.«ice of 0111 Lord’s inodcsty he d eh ' ihe uceiiracy of hi cjitual skill, .lud 
not iinmediaieK ay, ” lie ts tlnil, ^ni\ I e’ciicqiialto thatnul.gnjtj rivd hri'-iiK.ss 
“ gi> bv nil aliiiights pitwer tolinrhlilie ot soul with who h Wooljitoii altai kcil u 
’* bonds of the sopulihio, and to com- 



Reflections on the sickness and death of Lazarus. 



lifve;) nevertheles*, remarkable display of my Divine power, in SEC'S.^ 
let us gu uuto bmi. sojtie respects exceed inj>' any thing you iiaVe^^xxxw 
yet seen: but let us now go direcil) to him at 
Bethany. 

i6Thpn saidTho- Then Thomus, who icas nUn ca/led Didi/nius, 
injb. vvhK-hisoaiied Jellow-disciples and brethren in ihii 

lelluw disciples, Let apostolic otfice, Since our deai Master will ex- 
us also go, ihdt we. pose liiiiisclf to SO much danger among his in- 
jiiay die uiUi him. hm^an enemies in Judea, lei usaho thongli 
it be only that we m(ty die with him ; for what- 
soever he may suffer, it is infinitely belter we 
should take our portion with him, even in death, 
than that we should desert sucli a friend in an 
article of the extremest danger. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

How happy was this family of Lazarus in which Christ wasVer- 5, 
so lrc(juent a jjuc'.t! how happy Lazarus and [ua-^Sfers, wlio 
wore so petuliarly bibwed by hmil Yet jfie/rwm and death in-i»3, H, 
\aded that family; and this excellent man, iis it should seem, in 
llonrishing eiicu instances (ver. 19,) and perhaps too in early 
ydiub, was snatched away on a sudden, by what appeared a 
.very untimely stroke. 'J’he friends of Christ must be sick and 
as well others; and no man knoweth either love^ or hatred^ by 
all ihot is bfore them under the sun; (Kccles. ix. 1.) Let us 
therelore judse nothing before the time; (I Cor. iv. 5 ) Tins 
sickness and death of iMzarus was for the glory f God: and 
iiiay all our personal and domestic sufi‘erino}» be so! “ To4 
“ thi,'5, O I.ord, inay our Ife be consecrated, and to tins may 
“ QWT death be subservient! We shall not ilis.ii led our dying 
“ pangs in hail t'leir bitterness, when our lieari^ are eiiilaiued 
‘‘ witii a zeal tor thy glory, and when we see that even those 

paiifis are pionuuing it.” 

Our Lord delayed his coming to this dear frioiid in Ins ext re- 6 
mity ; and perhaps it occasioned, not only man) an anxious, but 
many a su'.pKnmis thought both to Lazarus and Ills sisters; yet 
the iiiteiii of Mw (/c/lrty was both gracious and important. Let 
ns not limit our Divine i\faster as to the time or manner of his 
appearance for ns: let us not censure him if it be for a while put 
oil. It IS to exercise our faith and patience, .and to make the 
iiK.rey more signal and more wdeome. 

At length a resolution is formed to go info Judea; though but':, 8, 

1 little while ago the Jews liad assaulted him, even in a sacied 
pi.RV, v^iih burning malice in their hearts, and the instrument'^ 
of death in their liand'i. But when Pro\ idence talle l, iione of 
///c.sc t/iitiiis' could mozc oiir blessed I?e^!e--mer, u^ilticr tounud 
he hift //'A dear holo him, that he wt»ht tmish hi.^ com sc with }oy. 
icts \^, 'Jl.) M .y \vi' slieu ih(‘ like luiiepidity of soul in l)is> 



S4(5 Martha declares her faith in Jesus us the Messiah. 

secT.’ Jeau^ then said unto her^ 1 am the resurrect 25 Jesus saM un- 
Hon and iMiJo-, (compare chap. v. 21 . and Dent 

{general resiirredtion shall i.ie- be thetMiev. 
,Xj|. 25 hy me a most pflorious and Pth '» me* though 

1 ' h'MM’V hfe shall he given to all my peo|jle, and 

he maintained even to eternal ages: he there* * 

ibic that believes iv me^ though he be deady yet 
he shall ere long live again, and bis ro-aniiiiated 
body shall be again united^ to that soul which 
, in Us separate slate continues its dependence on 
my power and faithfulness; and even at present 
I can loose the bonds of death, and though thy 
brother now is holden by it, I can recml him 
26wiien I please to life* A)id every one that is 26 And wimsoe’pr 
now livinst, and belietesin rUe, shall never die :* !„ *nc 
. death shall he so disarmed and transformed, that dir. jJehevest thou 
it shall hardly deserve the name; the better part this? 
of him being immediately conveyed to irnmor- 
. tal lile and gloiv, and the body only sleeping a 
g while in the dust, till 1 come to awaken it to 
everlasting vigour and joy. Dust thou, Mar- 
^ tha, believe this to be true ^ 

27 And she sap to him, ¥c$. Lord, I firmly be- “"‘‘j 

Have every lliiiig tlimi s.iycst; for I run fully per- ii|i th'm ..r‘. 
suaded, that thou art the Messiah, the Son oj ihe Chrisi, the s<uj 
'' God, who zvas to come info the u'orld, and has 
been so long promised, expeeieil, and desired ; 
and that all power thertfore must belong to 
thee. 

' 2 ^ And Martha having said these [bw’i/a-,] and 28 And »hin^h. 

■, testified her faith, Jesus inquired for her sister; oS 

and prisently she went away, and called her sis - *^\ais Ium sisitr m- 


* Ikul is living and belicvine , »« we, shall 
never (he \ The srnsp th.i' I Iw^eeivcu 
m Ihe pniapUiase ai’pearstu methf most 
cons|st<nit sense that can be m iikof these 
remaiknble woid , and the c'luiitdcut 
pdS‘.a.f(!> John V. 2', and Mii. *>1 And 
•i snlilitiK* and iinpuilaiit vfiisc ii is 
perfectly agreeable to the height <>f srn- 
tiimnt and lain;iiage With nhuli('hris* la 
taid cLsc lu re to have uhohaied tlenlh, 
and tfi have deiVvijvd the devil i Tim. i. 
10. and Mcb. ii. li)'and wiLb whidi 
Chiisti.uis are said to be <ume lo the kcu- 
venh/ leTV\aUm, lo Ike i,enprai asu'mbh'f u/>d 
ehuii.k of i'-hof/}, Lc. Ueb <ii 2'J, 
2.'1,) and lo b*- 'a'ndvp vdh < hn /, u.id 
mede ia n! Iv i 'krr m heaven'!/ phnes in 
Chrid demi (l''|)h li. 6.) Sec Hung 
Ob^erv Safr. I.b, ii #Mp. 1, 5 P —18. — 
render IhV vv( rJ-. bffoie us as Air 


Massey would do, (Veruac. Sacra, p 8 .) 
“ U hoever, while tie lives, hiluu's on me. 

shall 'tot die for ccej, or cteindlv,’' k 
bo'll nbsc'iiiug and tuervaUng then , 
and (dt 1 have diewu cl&cwhcu, imh- » 
on John . . 14, \<J. 1 p 170. nudliob'i 
^ f, on lyhn \'ii 51, 5- Vol II p. 7o, 
77 .) IS grounded on a oritn'isni whnh 
vdunot a. rec with t'lf i'.se of the nhras,.* 
It) qiK'ption in paiidM pasbages Com- 
pare Mot. XXI. 19 soci exUx. — ^’Ihe op- 
position berwelJ|lh tbib .ind ibe pictcdinc- 
\ t'l so plaiulw shews ihal ‘ho former m 
tci', t ) ilic spirits of those w ht. wi rc do.ul, 
who arevot spoken of a- iMdiOving lu 
Christ, and is, 1 think, no onloiupiibh 
pioof of tlicii mnnininj: 111 a sta c of 
uciiMtv: hut Uie d'loliiiie n so \t'i\ 
plain 111 bcnpiiiic, as no' 'o need the -Mil 
vd 'I'l h cv f'iiqnetitul aiLoiuieu 



Ma'n) comes to him, and isfolloxved by the Jexos, 


I 


I ring, Tne ter Marv ivi privately as she could, whispering sect*;; 
XT saying. The Mazier is hard by, exu '■ 


crellv, MVi 

• ‘29 Assorjn as she and calkfh for thee. Ami as soon as she heard , 
heaicl ^A<Y^, she arfjsf [*^] sht immediately arose,' and, having left I 'exi. 

• l!X*bmi vvere^ about hci, ctf me forward 

^ 30 Now Jesus was With the Utmost eatrerness to meet him. Now 
nut >et couu* into Jesus was not yct entered into the villai^e, hut JO 
iu*tint"lacTwhere ^^^^^*^ontinue<iin tkepliKC tohere .Uiivlha nut him^ 
Marth .1 m*‘thim. Waiting there for Mary’s coining 

31 The Few s then The Jtws then who XiHre XiVith her in the Iiousi , 3 1 
winch were with her c‘«wi//;iV her Under her sorrow, 

• oinforii d hei when seeing that Mary arose up ha^uy rnd veent out 
they saw Marv, that of doors, /o/tecd hci\ saying. Surely 'she is 

she ruse up hisFjly, ffouf/r to ///£. sepukhve of hiM’ iirotljci, that she 
.ind went out, follow- ^ ^ . jt ^ f u i li i / i 

td hei, s.iviiv, she tnereg which will tnilv aggravate and 

euetliiiniutiiegiave, renew licr sorrow; let iis tlKrcfore endeavour 
■«i weep Liiru'. dissuade her from it. And thus, hy tht ir go- 

ing after lier, they were naturally led to be eye- 
witnesses of all that followed. 

'.‘i 'I’hftn when Then Mary, ithen she i ame io the place rehere 30 
M.UV \Ms eomc J^gus u'as, and saxe him, was so far from hmng 
Xl to avow her regards to him, (coire'aie 

duwnathisftot, s.il- John ix 22, sect, cxxx.) that she fe/l down at 
nutohm, \im\, his feet, and embraced them with the greatest 
li r;.''nu!!S«cWd respect, sai/intr to hm , if. her si.ter liad dune 
not died. Ix'lorc, Loid, if thou hudst ken here, 

surely my tlear brother had not died. And siie. 
was so ovcicoiiie with grief, that she could utter 
no inert . 

When j.c«us Jesus therefore, when he saw her ihwsxcecp 'V. 

iiip, and the Jews also weepinp, that came lulh 


ricforc saw 

U'pjng, a 11(1 


he I 


ais,. ber, groaned with a deep concern, as tcchiig a 


which (Mine with Strong eommotiori in Ins own .spirit; and jndg- 
h(r, ho xr^'aned in mg it proper iiil his instance to indulge il, 
Ihu.ST (though he always had every jjassion under I he 

most' entire eommand), he voluntarily 
himself by opening his mind to a set of melting 
And ,-.aid, and painful ideas, ’ ^Ind looking with a lender 34 
Whoichaio yo i.iid pity on tlie mouriiiug relations of his deceased 

CO say unto him, Lord, we desire tlion wonldsi 

emne and see ; wishing to bring bitn to the si‘- 
pnlchre, in some uncertain hope of what was 
afterwards done. 


' she i\ eo'iig If) the wpu'che, tlut Oic wa^ ainuiig the ancionts. is paiticularly 
-•’oy Uicp lheie.\ How cuituui.irj thi^ cb^erod hv 1 1'^ner, Obsoo, Vul, p. 1.30 



S4S Stms and goes toilk theit^ ^ tke sepnkWe. 

sfccT^^ And as tiicy were going along, Jesus himself 35 je»usarept. 
cxL. weptf at the remembrance ol the dead, in sym- 
'T'^pcithy with the bving, and in compassion to the ' 

obi»iinaLe Jews, whose rtna) impenitence lie fore- 
saw, and knew bow much'tbe guilt of it would 
be ugj^ravated in consequence of their being 
sfu'ctators of such a miracle. 

n T^/T l\f>forej sceinif Mm in tears, mJ, ntb".|dw. N 
Behold^ how he loved him^ and bow Ins heart ii.ved him > 

37 ()\ertlovvs with sorrow for his death. But some 3^ And some of 

of them, who had a secret aversion to him sald^ Could not 

, , , ' this man, winch 

Could not this nuniy ttho is said to have opened opemd ti»c oyti, of 

the eijis oj the blindy have caused that this man ha^c 

al^o should not have died? CouW lie not have ^''?i 
come to cure him, or, as it4^ reported in some died? 

Other instances, iiave ejected it even at a dis- 
tance?,, 

•10 Jesus there forty uiidcrstandinff this invidious 3S Jesus thercfoic 
iMMiuuiion, ai'd groaning again wtt h in himself , hmiM-if, coimtii tn 
as in great ango sh of heart, comes to the sepal- ib-' it was a 
chre. Now it ■was a fare, and a lar*ii‘ stone was lay 

[^9 laid upon the iiv.ntli of /f. Jcsiis sap to them said. Take 

that .stood by, Remove the stone wliicli sio;»s up '•-* away the sioup. 
the entrance but lUart' a, the sister of the de- 
ceuned says to liiniy Lordy he has heeii dead so saiihi utohun i,otd, 
Jong, that he now smells in an oirensive manner;^ by ti)i> um* he !.iiiik- 
for he has been [/im*] no less than part oi four e'b toriu iiathix m 
daysy this being the fourth since his intormciit. 

40 (Compare viy. H:) Jesus says to her. Why J'^ucrrsai.r? nla 
(lo'vtthou object against what I direct Did 1 not unto thee, that if 
saiJ unto thee, that if thou wmildst believe, thou Uiou would', thtiiM.’, 
skuldst see the of God remarkably ill- 
],1 played iii a work of signal power and mercy ? * 41 ihciitloy took 


fi Jes7*xxcyf,rf!iHotiet'ie\fofie.Lr.] Our 
Lnrd (as Uibliup Hall justly obscres) 
oauldv-lrh thdnne ca&c have commanded 
the ,9t(Hie to r<>ll awav of itself, withdiit 
employing any to remove it, but he 
judiciously avoided all unuceesbaiy 
pomp 8ud paraile, and mingled all the 
majesty of this astonishing niiraule with 
the most aipiable modesty an I simpltcj.- 
ty.— There is no reavm to juuifriiK*, as 
some do, that the stone lay on the tup of 
the cave, and thit the corpse wj-s, let 
down with curds; for then La/anis could 
not, without a farther miratle, h.nras- 
erndf d of hnnsvlf It ifi muf li inor rea- 
sonable tobiluve tlie entrance was nt 
thesidf of tlie sepiikhre \lr. M.i.indrel 
tells lib fill Ins jKiiinty to Jerubalem, p. 
'■')) that the ruiiibof La^.uusN house are 



still shown, and not far from them o his 
sepuh lue, ml > ttlucb thwe ib a du ( ■ i.( 
of iwoiitv live sleep staiib, wliu h lend 
into two small roonio, in the fnither ot 
which the bedv 1% pukUo have bee.i U>d. 
But one eannot mneli dcjicid ou tiie 
genuinencbs of sut’'i antuiiiiUes Isio 
hand'’* T svcis, p. 19 d. 

'■ He has been dead so long that/ie 
VO.,, irtclli, &e j T hr word o^.i li.is the 
same ambiguity with ihib whiih I liav< 
uteri, and seems rather more dr cent tlinn 
that in our translation, lliougii the mean- 
ing i'i plainly the same. — MaMha’s mmihI 
seeiiis to have been in a painful btrng'^l'*, 
'U'ssed with -1 variety id paa-iMii., whieb 
provi'nted :i perfect eoU'jistency in her 
behaviour. 



Jesus havingifemseithesitmt hbe nmovedi calisLaxarusjfS^h. 


•tiay the stone /«« TkeJi they took amy the stone from the mouth of »Ecr.‘ 

iead taid*^**And nlitre the dicedsed lay, 

jeMishft«pAM»-yeb. ^nd when it was reraoveth, Jesm lifted 
and said. Father, f kfs eyes, and said. Father, I thank thee, that 

think then, that thou graciouslv me in those secret 

hjit heard me. o t i i , « i 

groaniiii^s or soul which I have been pouring 
42 And i knew that Kjrtli m thy presence: /fur/ indceil I kneu' t/iat-iz 
thou hearc,t al- ihou aitvoyo kearest me, and art most ready to 
answer all piy petitions ; but I now speak \thus], 
stanii by, 1 said it occause of the multitude that ts standing by, that 
tiiatth.ymaybiiie\e they, comparing what they hear with what they 
Uut thou hast sent beliold, may have increasing and 

more eftectnal engagements to believe that thou 
hast sent me. 


43 And when he AruL havinp' soid these wwv/?, hr cried xritk a i:' 
hidtbu^ Kpokiu, he /pwrf t'o/ce, suitable to the majestic jiart which 

<. .d With a loud lie was now acting, and the dominion he had 
even yi the empire 6r death itseit, as well as 
that he might be beard by all the imiltitudc that 

44 \nd he that were present, Lazarus, come forth . And such 1 1 
V, IS dead I am«' forth, jj„ aimicrhiy eiuTgv went along with his word, 

bound haiiil ai.d f H)t , o . F'J i* ^ 

win. |'in\e.(.othi‘s immedicUely, according to his command, 
3!id lus faec was he that ipus dead came forth, bound (as the dead 
loMod about with a usually wciv) al)out [hu]fect and hands u'lth 

or with several rolls and foldings 
*i;:n,a!id lot him go. of lincii (hat wcic wrapt about him, but which 
were so far loosened by the power of f’hrist as 
to permit him to move ; and lu\/ace vas also 
bound about with a napkin ' And Jesus, on 
his coming forth in this confined fiosture, 
to them ili.u stood by, Unbind him, and let 
him go : for notliino more vvas needful to be 
done in a miraculous way, and he had strength 
cnongli to walk, his healili and vigour being 
perfectly recovered with his life. 

Vj I non many of 'rhus was this illustrious miiaclc completely 15 

Mai\!'*'aiid^^ publicly accomplished ‘ and such was the 

so.«theihiiigjiMiti(ii effect of it, that many of the Jews therefore, 
Jesns did, believed udi t had come to visit Ma)y, and beheld what 
““ ""*■ Jesus did, were so afl’ected with this marvellous 

'ustance of lus power, that they believed on him. 

46 But some of as the Messiah. Bui name of them v\(;ie so ob- K 


‘ //’s Carf :i!it bi.mntl ahoxU twflA a nap- and undor the rhin, -o tii.it on lus n'-^ 
^ j If ihi* .1' vvs burii^d as tln^ I'g'p- turnm? to lifi-, I’lr* nnahi fasjly r h' 
tiaii'i dill iIk- face wjs not coveied with way out of ih' s* pule!' 
it, but It only nciit round the forthc.id 



'25^; "Refleciions on Chrish raising taxaru^ from' the dead. 

sEct. slir^ntc and perverse, that they weni away io the them went their ways 
. cxL Phamees. and told them what things Jesus had 

done,'^ on purpose that they might inflame them, jesiw haiilone. 

XI* 46 method to prc- 

. vent hi3 growing influence iimong the people. 

IMPROVEMENT. < 

Vcr. 25 . 1,et us, by faith, continually regard Jesus (as his discourses 
and actions coiu ur to represent him) as the resurrection and the 
life; believing on this glorious specimen here given of it, that 
J«* can, and will finaliy cause all that are in the graves to hear 
his xoice, audio come forth , (John v. 28, 29.) A most dchght- 
I'ul thought, which we stiould often apply both to ourselves 
and to oiir pious friends ! Let the consideration, that they are to 
arise in the resurrection^i the last day^ moderate our sorrows 
21 . for their removal, and lorbid our mourning as others that have 
no Itope : (1 Tliess. iv. 13. J Were a resurrection on earth ex- 

pected, though attbe distance ot several yeap, we should eou- 
sider them only as persons absent on a long journey, and expect 
their return with patience and cheerfulness: but oh, how much 
more ctTtain is the resurrection of the just, than the is-.uc of any 
of our joiirnoys or expectations in life 
31 Wc often go^ in our thoughts at least, to the grm to ucep; 

but let us not forget to raise our contemplutions higher, even to 
.35 Jesusj who here expressed such tender sentiments ol comfiassion, 
and wept when he saw the fears of others, though he knew lie 
was going to wipe them away by restoring that iViend whom thev 
33 lamented, — lie ojjiicted himself and it maybe proper lor 
sometimes to do It, and to hold down our thoughts to those views 
of things which niay give us pain and regret ; if that attf'ution he 
so ndjijsted and ationipered as tjnly to produce a sadne>'< oj the 
eoinUenance that may /w/n’eic the heart. (I'CcJes. vii. 3,) 

39 Let the modesty with which our Lord conducted this grand and 
solemn scene, teach us to avoid all mean transports of self-ap- 
41,42 jjlausc, and all forrdness lor ostentation and parade. Like Jesusy 
let us m all our ways acknowledge (iod^ and maintain a continual 
dependence on his influence, to hi sought by fervent prayer : 
and then we may go forth to every duly with a couragcDiis 
and cheerful assurance that he will carry us honourably and 
40 comfortably through it Let us bin stedrastly hthevcy and we 
shall see the glory oJ God: he will manifest his powerfor our help; 

^ IVtnt^viay it) the Phnnsen, 4cc,] \Ve mark, If Ihetj hear iwt Mosrs (intJ the inn- 
ha\c ia this a most am.irMij;; instaac<* of jhets^ nwhe) -vtll i/ui/ he jnn suuiUdf Otoiu h 
iiK’orrigible hardncs.s of hcait, and a (Otv \ose fmn the di'ul. I uko nm 
drcadfi.l < onliiuiaiioii of our Loid’h rc- ( sw 



■ The sanhedrim cmsulting haw to deal xoith JeSus. 2.51 

and when our case appears to be remediless, then is the time sut. 
for his almight) hand to save. 

Let orfadort- aiul trust in Aim, who was armed with so divine 
a power, as to be able to rescue the prisoners of tkath^ and to 
recover the trophies of the alUonquerinu and devouring 
And if we are true believers^ let us learn to take our part in the" 
triumph, with a joytul assurance, that though we putrefy m the 
dust, and after the skin worms devour our bodies^ yet in our 
Jlesli we shall at length see God. (Job xix. 26.) 39 

U was surely a happy time that succeeded all the lamentations 
of these affectionate mourners. With what mutual congratula- 
tions, and unutterable endearments, did Zazanrs and his sisters 
behotd each otlier! With what humble gratitude and adoration, 
did they all prostrate themselves at the feet of their Almighty Sa~ 
vinur ! But who can eonceive the greater transports which shall 
run through the whole redeemed world at the resurrection day, 

V iien piety and friendship shall he perfected, and those whbwcre 
dearest to each other, both in the bonds of nature and of grace, 
shall spring up together to an immortal undivided life! In the 
iiK'an time, let us trust our friends u'itk him, (with 'whom, if wc 
Christians indeed, we have trusted our souls,) believing that 
the separations ho appoints are prudent and kind, and that even 
our [irayers for their recovery are denied in mercy. 

SECT. CXLI. 

The sanhedrim being inf orwed if the resurrection oj Lazarus, bij 
the advice of Caiaphas, agree that Jesus should be put to death. 

Ephraim, and they itsue an order for appre^ 

John XI. 47, to the tnd 

JOHN XI. 47. 

JT was befoie observed, (at the close of the last sect. 

svftion,) that some who had been present at 
the resurrection of Lazarus, instead of being 
ly wrought upon by the miracle, went away and 
made an invidious report of it to the Pharisees- " 
the chief priests therefore and the Pharisees, who 
were umied in their enmity to Christ, being ex- 
ceedingly alarmed at so astonishing an informa- 
tion, convened the sanhedrim, which was the 
great council of the Jewish nation, and said. 

What are we (h)ing in tliis strange conjuiictun* ol 
affairs? and why do we seem to be dreaming, 
when things are come to such a crisis^ It is of 
ab‘'olutc iKTCssitv that some elfectiial mciliod 


He retires to 
heading him. 

JOI1T4 XI 47- 
{jnthendthp 
rliK't pile and 
»lu' Pli.iiisn"- j oniiii- 
1. ciiio What 



^25% Cdiaphas advises that vm-sfiCfUld die for tle^ople. 

seci'. should iiiimcdiiuely bo taken ;yb?’ it is not to be 'f® ? 
cxu. denied tbaf, by some moans or other, this man, 
whom we have been so solicitous to suppress, 

XI t7 many of the most fturprising yniraclts that ' 

' 43 were ever seen or heard of: And if we suffer if wc kt jiim 
him \ti> go on] thus nncoiitrmiled, alt the |)(>|) 0 - I„a'iir:”°cl i.™“ 
lave wiU believe on him as the promised Mes- and the Homans shill 
siah, and wmU acknowledge him its the king of com^ and takeax^ay 
Israel ; and what can we expect will be the con^ nadom ^****^*^ 
sequence of tins, but that the power of ifie Ih~ 
mans, so vastly, superior to ours, will be armed 
against us, and their legions Will come and take 
away hath our place and nation; they will dcs* 
troy Jerusalem, and this sacred temple where 
we are now assembled, and will extirpate all 
the people wlio are committed to our guardian- 
ship and care. 

^/wdf, while some of the council seemed nppre- 
beiiMve of tl.e datigor of.Mteroplii.g any thing ^ 

against Jesin, 071c of them \even\ Cuiapnas, who, pup^t th.it (r tine 
among the many sudden revoluiious which hap- said unto tii. m, 
peued in the government about that time, vea^i 
hiu^h-pricst thatijear in which C’hnst was cruci- 
fied said to them, while they wore thus delibe- 
rating, Fou seem \ o know nothing at all of what 
the present urgency of affairs requires, or you 
would eas'ijy find out a remedy in the death of 
^ 0 this Jesus, who occasions such an alarm : iVf 7 /‘ Is ifUMth. 

this to be scrupletl, because ho docs not appear 
to have committed aiiv crime which is rnadeca- should di )r th' 
fital l)v our law; for do you not consider that 'uu. 

the extreme danger of a state will justify such ' 

extraordinary steps as arc necessary for its pro- 
servatiou; and that it is uiidoubU'dly much bet- 
ter for ns, that one innocent man should die for 
the seculrity of the people, than that the whole 
nation be lielongs to should perish hy our scru- 
pling to take away his lile ^ 
n Now this, by the way, was a rexy remark- 
able saving; and it is to be obserced, that 
spake it not merely of himself, hut bein^ high- 
priest that year, and so a person of the greatest 
dignity and authority, be was moved by a secret 

• Was h-ih-priesf Hint vear.] It is well fies no more than m those I'u/zt, or at Ih 
ftuDftii, th.it iho higli-[inVsU»ood iimoiM? Uno'. (C »impare lleul \xm 3; Josh . 

»li<‘ J»'«s \i.i' not annual; but the many G, IVek. xwiiii. K, and M *1. m 
foioiutioiis nl) iiiMli.u lime might justify So*- Dr. I.ardner’s Ciodibiljty, J’.ie 
fucli p ixiiiiiiei yf spCikiiiS, ivhi-ili hijiii- Vol. II. p, fiVS, S7P, 



77;<*v resolve' on iiis diiaih; and Jesus retire tb Ephtaim. 253 

that \oar, he pro- it«puls6 from Go^i to uttcr tbcsc words, which s.^ct. 

’“"ri mi^ht bo esteomed as an oracle, ami were ca- cxll 
iJiS n. ' higher sense than he appro- 

bended; and by them ke in effect prophesied^ 
that Jesus should short{y die for the ‘security, " 
redemption, and happiness of the Jewish nation: 

5'2 And not for And indeed, not Jor the nation alone ^ hut 52 

tiw uatioiioniy, bijt aJhtlie nation* of*the earth, even that he al’- 
J?.ih."'’*“to?€thn in sa might gather together into e/ic glorious and 
(yllf t C iiiidieii of iiappy society ail the chosen children of God 
(;..(] iiui wfre icai- dispersed abroad in the most distant 

t. it< A iroa . places and ages, among the Gentiles as well as 
the Jews. 

Vi 'i ho!? from that' - ‘ Fvmn that Very day^ therefore^ the members 0 J 

N tnrth ti.. V took qI* sanhedrim in general (though some par- 

cut birn to death, ticular persons wereavetse to their proci|^ngs,) 
Jiaviiig thus resolved upon the death orSfesus, 
sought for an opportunity to execute tiic mali- 
cious purpose formed, and united their ■ 

counsels, that they misht find out some conve- 
nient method to slay him. 

'.+ 1 . ’a us therefore For this rca'ion Jcsm, who knew the secret Jl* 

M ' amoii '"the they had formed to takeaway his life, 

!ions,^ ^but"^wcnt n diked no more openly among the Jews in those 
iiic.ifv uito a couu- parts till the appointed hour for his siilforing was 
? ni" ci*'" instead of visiiitio Jerusalem, he/trw^ 

'Mil' ll ivilidlin, and away from thence., even from Bethany wlierc ho 
itu*rf«oiiiiuutdwjt!i now was, into the country near the wilderness oi 
Ins iiiscipio. j d ijttie (;{(y cdiied Ephraim,^ which lay 
not far from Bethel on the con tines of the tribe oj 
Benjamin ; and there he continued a wlnlc unih 
a few of his scXccidisciples , and altrrwaiils took 
.1 little journey eastwards, towards tlie hanks of 
the liver Jordan,'* from whence he had lately 


» ll. n h'.ih pn.’d f'nri ^fcar he fiuitihe^ 
I i/ ] I he Ji w|vh Ills’ll piieifs ii.\d in 
lormcr agc4 bicn of leu undci Iheinspir- 
uiion c»l a pro 'he 1 11 ’ hpint- tlicrt* «as 
’h.'ict'iH some , coulinr ( oiigiuitv in |uiU 
tiiii' this (iiacJc into liis mouth, and the 
dii>ni \ of h h nlTico wo"ld add ronie })'• 
euiiui weight aud rcg..rdlo what he said 
— M IS n htrange fancy of Dr. Lightfooi, 
iliat (’.ii[>lias knew Jesus to be the Mes- 
< .all, aiid that tho sanlicdiim founded 
tin ir appichi iiMuii of danger frnii Uk 
llooiuis, in cmisequeocc of the regaid 
shtwn to^lmn, on a ridicnlou? interprc- 
latiniofTsa X. i/'l ari'l \'i, 1, wheiicp 
*l'/v mfciicd ili.li the dost met hvi of tin* 


temple should qniokiv succeed the com- 
ing of the Mc%s'>iah. See his ilor. llcbi, 
on John XI 48. >1, 
c 'Off eiti/ calf fit h))h)r"tti ] lliis cil' 
(which is> iiuaitiuiied with Ucthcl, '2( hron 
xiii. I’t ) IS by sime called l-phictn, and 
IS generallv supposed to have lain in tlu 
north ea&t part of the lot of Benjamin, 
.'•ee Keland’s Palestin. p. OTC, and com- 
pare note 0 on Liikr* xiit. 23. p, 1 }V. 

Took a little jo-oiicy eas-twaid, (S'( ■ 
This ftc haM rCiibiiij to sufipof'O, or .)cii 
eho would not ha\f' lam in hi.s w.iv to 
Jciiisalcrn, win. h yet we find that Jesic 
paswd through in hisrc’tiuii. '‘ce l.' k* 
MK I. bed cxllp' 



254 The sanhedrim give orders id all to discover him. 

SECT, come to Bethany on account of Lazarus’s. 
cxLi. death. 

Jjid soon after this the Jewish passover drew And the 
near; andn^ny wm,t upfrom M parts <;f " 
country to Jerimlem^ some little time oejore y^entomottiipcun^ 
the passover i that they might purify themselves trv up lo Jerusahm 
by some preparatory sacrifice's,* in order to be the passover. 
ready for the celebration of that solemn festival. ^*^‘**^‘ ^ 

^6 (Compare 2 Chron. xxx. 17.) TheHj as the ^1,5,, sr.yfria 
people came together, they diligently sought Jur th for Jesus, ami 
Jesus there, some of them being desirous to see ‘‘i***^® amon^ them- 
and hear him, and others wanting to discover 

him to his avowed enemies the Pnan'sees: and think y**. that he 
as it could not hut be generally known that the 
surprising miracle whioh.he had lately wrought 
baa much inflamed the rage and envy of 
his pVsecutors, they were suspicious whether 
he would venture to appear in public, and said 
one to another f as they stood in the tetnple, What 
think ye of his coming to the passover? Do you 
suppose that, after this alarm, he will not h:ne 
57 the courage to cotne to the feast ? But both the 07 Now both the 
chief priests and the Pharisees, concluding that chief peests .mdi he 
he would not tail to come according to his usual comiuandmcnt, 
custom, no longer dissembled their malice, hut that ii .my urm 
published a mandate, by which they had given ^i»‘’w ''hpreiic 
an express cennmand, that ij anyone knew where ihatthey aji{,hitah*- 
he was, he should iininediately declare [it] to him. 
them, that they might apprehend, and bring him' 
to his trifd, as a disturber of the public peace, 
and a person dangerous to the state. 


IMPROVFMF.NT. 

Ver 47 Where shall we find sneb restless, such causeless, such incoi, 
ngihle malice, as was in the hearts of these rulers again our 
blessed Saviour? ^Vhat but divii.e gnice can reclaim men, wiien 
to have heard of the resurrect wn of iMzarus from their own 
friends and confidents, who had just been <■} e-witnesses ol it, 
instead of conquering their hearts, served only to inflame their 
iiuirderous rage! 

4S, 50 his is an instance, wdiere we evidently see the place oj judg- 
ment, that wickedness was there; and the place oj righteousness, 
that iniquity was there, (Kccles. lii. 16.) 'J’he high-priesi la\s 

*’ That t'u’ij W"hl jurift/ iiie/inelvi’t by might hajjpfn lo multitudes winch wcuiM 
some prci>;H-atorv'‘>.'uri'i('es. I Dr.light lequite purification, so •■oim U of 
loot (in his Ihir Hfhr on this placo) has citaii^iii^ i^quiicd nO Ic&s thpn sc lii 
sli.^wn, UmI a'j a \.»i M\ of ciii miiMaiic - d.n ^ 



Reflections on the malice and rage of Christ'^s enernies. 2J.> 

down a most dangerous, though plauiiible maxim, which is in sw’x. 
effect no other than tliis, “ That the oj. an innocent oer- ixu. 

son by forms of law',” (which, as a noblt sufferer observed, 
is suvely the worst l^ind ot murder,) nay, even of a person 
T wljo by miracles demonstrated that he was an ambassador 
“ Irom God, was'to be chosen, rather than by protecting and 
“ obeying him, to give umbrage to an earthly power, which 
seemed siipefior to their own.” When will the of 
this earth learn to tru^t God in his own ways, rather than to 
trust tliemselvcs, and their own wisdom, in violation of all the 
rules of truth, honour, and conscience? Tiff then, like this fool- 
ish ruler ^ they will ho caught in their own craftiness i and.it 
is more tliaii possible, that they may, in many instances, hasten 
the v(My distress they are contriving to avoid. For this was 
Inn- the event: the Iiomans, (called therefore the people of Mes- 
mh the Prince^ Dan. ix. 26.) «rere sent as executioners of the 
Divine vengeance, and the Jews were given up to a spirit of 
discord and madness, the terrible effects of which were such as 
cannot be read vvitliout horror, till their place and jiation Tcere 
taken away; nor could even the Romdn general forbear declar- 
ing, tliar the hand of God was apparent in their destruction, 

!,ct us attend to this Divine oracle which God saw fit to put Veiic 
into the mouth ut so wicked a man. Jesus has actually 
Jor the people, even J or all the children tf God that are scattered 
iihroacL Ills death is substituted instead of (heirs; and by it 
they are redeemed and delivered, and shall ere Jong be incor- 
porated together, and all the happy colony be raised loan abode 
o! eternal gi'<ry. lilesse-l harvest, which springs up from re- 
de*-Mim!g blood! Heroic love of the dear Kedecmer, which al, 
the proper time brought him to Jerusalem, where he knew that J6‘,57 
i\il was determined ap,ai}ist him! l.et us follow him, m a eouia- 
ge uis adherence to God and our duty, in the midst ol danger 
and ojiDOMtion ; and not wonder il ue are set Uj) as the marks 
of infuiiv and reproach, when w'c ^c•e Jesus marked out by a 
pnhlu muiidate, as if he had been a robber or a murde.rer; and 
find ".o iiiimeroiii and grand a court Judicature, requiring their 
>iibjeei'< to seize t ils most gencron> l’’ri<‘nd of the whole world,. 

.IS the grand enemy of God and his country 



S56 Jestis ^ets out on fits last journey to Jcrusaim* 


S3 


SECT. CXLII. 

Christ, setting out on his last journey to Jerusalern, pr&phosies 
of his sufferings there ; rebukes the ambition rj James and John ; 
and renem his exhortations to humilitij. Mat. XX. 17 — 23. 
Mark X. 32— 4r>. Liikt- XVlIl. 31—34. 

MARK X. 32. ^ ^ 

length our Lord departed from the place and they wem m 
of his retreat, and though he knew the re- the waypoint up 
solution that his enemies had ft>rmed against 
him, yet he set out with his disciples, and (tak- them ; and the v were 
ing Jericho in his road,) was determined to make amazed, and as they 
his appearance in the temple at the approach- SJ.a';S"‘AiS'h(! t “dk 
ing passover : and us in pursuance ot this design, a .nn [i.ukb unto 
they were in the way going up to Jerusalem, him j the twelve [<iis- 
*Jesus^ to shew his readiness to meet sufferings “Jd^e'an^to 
and death in such a cause, taent before theyn; Teii tifmwhaSngs 
and they were exceedingly amazed at the spirit should luppen i.uto 
and arclour which he discovered in so danocrous S^'rtiAT * xx 
an expediiio^i; and as they followed lum, 17 J— .Lokz 

were afraul, both fur themselves and him. And, ai.— J 
while their hearis were thus impressed, he took 
the twelve disciples again apart to himself into 
a convenient retirement which thc'y mot with 
by the way, and began particularly to tell them 
what things t^hould befall him 111 that ini[)ort.int 
journey, that lie might thus prepare them for 
the siiffenng-s lie should undergo, and that the 
accoinplishment of his predictions iingiit be 
some confirmation to tlieir faith during a series 
of events which he knew would so severely try 
it. And he \uid to them, 

Beliold, and observe what I say, IVe are now Jii m* 

going upto Jerusalem, and it is the last jour- 
nc} of i^nis kiml we shall (*vertiike; for now' all Uiaiaru wnttun by 
things which are written by the ancient prophets piopiittb con- 
comrmng thesuffi-ruigsof theS»noJ vian,ihM '.'"‘d'sif.ii bt ac™™- 
be exactly fulfilled; and the Son oj man shall be pii^-hed ] and tim 
betrayed by one of his Owm company, who has Si.u olman ['•i.all be 
piok-sseil the greatest thitv and alli'ctioii to i''.';, 

him, UUiit] shall be iingratefuily delivered /o pnestb, aud uniu the 
ike chi^ priests and the scribes,^ particularly 
to those who coiisututo tiie saiilicdrim, and 
who have already published so severe an edict 


' si/fitf tV '.tr'iwd and dtl'>,eud, &r.] .Judas and jyirra «/> inttj the hands o^’h'V 
J'l Tvoitl r; ' 't!fi5.7"i 15 ih( s.Tiiie both 111 I'ni'iiiKb. I h.i\i. fht luf in- rf'tauinl tim 
■'i.viliL' .'>1 I '.ilk, hntpKtiiilv ini ludih, dilU'unt wmd-. I)V vth.ih diii lldlI^lalor■^ 
i.M'l. !. b 1.'-' li-.uf ih/ di vjKv'eJ l>y icri'lor it, in the o.iu plaice und the oilier 



and % the u^ay fiiteteb kk ^ath and nisurrection. 


scribes: and they against him ; (John xi, 57, sect. cxH.) and when sser.' 
shall they have him thus in the>r f)ower, the^ shall^ 

li with great forinaiii v, condemn him to death as a 

—31.] pohlic enemy and dMturi»er : and^ as they have x .*34 


^34 And shall de- power of capital executions in their 

fliM; and^they slia"il 0^0 hands, they shall deliver him up to the Geyi- 
mwk [Ukk, and tiU^^ ©Veil to the Roman govL'i nor and his sol- 
spitefuiiy^^eotwa^t^ diers j and they^ instigargd by tlie mariceof the 
s’wye^hiin, ^aSd tfnd Utterly igiioMiht of the dignity and 

shall spit upon him, gioiy of his person, shall moth and spitefully 
and shall k'H »*>ra, in thTe most contumelious and re- 

aud the^^thwl day proachful manner, and shall cruelly scourge hiiny 
he shall rise affaiiK and carry their rude outrage to such a height, 
n‘i they shaU even spit upon him ; and, when 

>% 5.1 1 scene of niockery^is over, they shall put him 

to a most ignominious and painful death \ and^ 
as if he was a common slave, shall even crucify 
/imi,** and leave him to expire in the gradual 
agonies of the cross : 'iiwrf yet all their malice 
shall not be able to triumph over him ; for on 
the third day he shall rise again, victorious over 
* the powers of darkness, and take possession of 
that glorious and universal kingdom which the 
prophets assign to the Messiah. (Compare Mat. 
xvi. 21, sect.lxxxix.and Mat. xvii. 22, sect.xcii.) 

Likp x\I11. 34. And, plain as this declaration was, their pre- Luke 
iioluTfholcuung^^^ judices were so great, that they did not umler^ 

•ir.d this saying was sfuud any of these things thoroughly, being at:j-l’ 
lid from iiipiu, uci- rcconciic his (icing slain, with thepos- 

Iimiifs whicV^'^ session of that kingdom which he was to inherit ; 

ji ifii. and this matter teas hidjroin them to so great 

a degree that, after all our Lord had .said, they 
knew not the meaning of the things which were 
spoken (Compare I uke ix. 44, 4j, p. 15.) 

Mai. XX. 20 Nevertheless they apprehended thus much, Mat. 
'ic’LTrV^S 'j”« wfaafC'yr difficulties lay in tlio mv, they ^ 
should ceitaiiily end iii his triumph and glor 3 ^ 

And upon this presumption then, the mother oj 


*» 7/ti’j/ shnll—srcunre kim,'6nd spit upon had e*ep been threatened. Indeed, when 
Sim, — and crucify 1 This piediction the Jews condemned him for blasphemy, 
IS a rcinarkahle proof of the prophclio f»r«hicb the punishment appointed in 
Spirit which dwelt in thrift , fur, hu- the law was stoniii]?, ah(} Pilate at la^t 
manly speaking, it va.s much more prn> gave them a general permission to take 
l.ililu that he should have been /)nva/<7y him and judge him according. to UiCir 
uan^^imted, or ifouar was befoie at- ownlaw, .xxvl 6.9, 6t>; JohnXMii. 
* ■nipted), by some zealous trem^port of 51 ; and xix. 7.) it is worultiful tlif'V did 
/ojMdai f"ry, than tlial he should have not choose to stone him but a'i jSi. zcai, 
thus s .Icmnlv Ciindemned, and do- done that tka script ires be fiifjiiled 

’ cre'i up t'l ('riicifijcKi a I'omaii pti- i'('uq}paiw Mat \vm and John i.i> 

• '.ineiil, with wIiM'li do i.ol hiid fit* Cti.j 

N'M.. IJ 



■^8 Janies and Jahn ask for the highest posts in his kingdom. 

sT^i'T Zthedet'^ clnldrvji cnmc at their iivstig;ation to children, uifri 

cM.ii. fntn, u'ilb /wr sons James and John ^ who were •j®" TJanies and 
|)(Huliar favourites of our Lord; and they all iJ^^dnd'^esIS^^ 
XX^ ^O his feet, worshipping [/»'w7f oeram thing of him, 

' HI a most rcspectiul manner, and desiring a ccr- Master, we 

tain [Jovour] of nnn with groat importunity, dimiid do foi n. 
weakly .^ai/nig, Mtjs/n'j TVd tcew/rf earnosilv beg, whatsoever we shall 
that thou sfioiddeU j^ivc ns a general promise to ^ [Mark x. 
do Jor us whatsoever we shatl reijuesl oi thee; 
for it would be a very great grief to ils if wc 
should not succeed in tiie impoitant petition wc 
have to jirostMit. 

Maik And he said to her [and] to them. You cannot . M^RK x And 
('xpoct that, whalsocvor kindiiess«I Imve for you, 

1 should at all adventures cMiter mysidr into sn [whatwiltihon ’ o/i 
rash an engagement ; tell mo tlieretore purlieu- "'h.»t would ye that 
larlv, What iiouldi H thou L»r] 

would ijou so eanie'^tly desire //id/ I should do for ‘ 

7/011 i if 1 was lully disposed to j.>rant your re- 
quest ^ 

‘.7 She say ^ unto him ^ I entreat thee grant 37 r^iio s>itii unt.. 
that these my (wo dear sons^ to whom thon liast ''' 

shewn so much regard, and who are so ze.dous ^ said M.mt 

for thy cause and interest, nia} lie prefened to nuio us, th.it u«> mav 
stations of the [ngliest digniiv, trust, and oiolit; 1*/^' 

[and] they |oined with lier in the same reqm st, oti,cr „n tiu hit 
and Grant us^ that when then aie esia- hatni, in t!,\ ikue;- 
hhsbcd in thy glorious kingdom, which, as we xx — m i 
apprehend, will shortly ho erected in the workl, ‘ ■ 

we may not only have a place there, hut may 
he fixed near thy tiirone, and.tii^ in distinguish- 
ed honour aiul autiiority, the one at thy ripht 
hand, and the other at thy UJi, as thy rhief mi- 
nisters of state. ‘- 

Mat. But Jesus said to them in reply, Alas ! you M tr xv jj. 
TtX. 22 und«r the force of such carnal prejudices, 

.ind mistaken views, tliat you know not what*you y" kn!m n Vvh 
or you would be ashamed of so unreason- a-k Aic jt ..hi. tv> 
able a petition This is not a time to think of 
temporal' grandeur and anthmiiy ; 'mi: it is 
much more proper that I should a k you, and 
that you should put the question to y our&ches, 

f trip fluty ntf the (me at thy rtuht hamf, Ab Beth Din, oi /> c f'lfwt of me 

anti tk^ ofhet at V.y left.\ Tlieie may per- jinliitaty, who^.it uri ilirii\hth,iiid nl iln 
hapM bt' an all abioM 111 these words Ui a preswluU, the other Chjeh.tin, oi liw 
circumslanoe wliuh the Taljjuidieal wri- u/"**, who bat on the left. Si’C, aiiKiiij^ 

tfers 1 elate riinrerniipc tlie baiihediiro* many other%vvit«*rs on this head, W'liils 

that there were two ofliccis •>£ peculiar Misrell. Sacr. Vol. I. lib ii. lUbseit, 
dibtiiietioii, nho sal on each hide of the ^ 4C, 47. 
nasi, or president of the comt, the one 



The^ ate onJ^for those fift^nehem the father has prepared them. ,259 , 

VT ^***1 ^?nwA' of the hittert'wjj of ’which sfct. ? 

to be ba'ptized ’ wUh no’^about to drink so deep,‘» and to be bap- cxlii 
> • ■• ' • • • 

Mat 
XX. 22 

dont 4aiSsuranGe, Yus, Lord, wu doubt not but 
that for thy sakf» we are able to iinderj^o ail tliib. 

23 And [Jesus]’ ^nd Jesus suvs unto them, You shall indeed2‘i 

'h'»llZi,';!k'!Sdrf “f, y““ dnn^' «/tbis my cup, /which I am 

inv cu|, [th.it I iiniik drink, and be baptized with the baptism of 
of,] and he baptized extreme sutForiugs with which I am to be hap- 
‘'“I" y®" ‘■•’“-I' endure great extremities 
bill to Sit rm my right Biy hazard your 

h.ind, and on iny liv'cs ill its defence: as to what you have 

sif; Z / 1 'r^ "" "iy right-hand, 'and m my 

c/.fi to them for '"oy Kingdom oF glory, tins is not a pri- 

Mhom It IS piopaicd vilege wliicli IS mine to give by part.al friend- 
< finv^iatot-r [M;ir.K ship,- or to the tirst atid most importunate asker; 

nof can^ I dispose of it to any but [to those] for 
whom it is prepared hy my Father, who has 
appointed tliat the exaltation and happiness of 
tile other world shall lie proportioned to the 
degrees of piety and holiness which are attained 
■ in this. 

It And when (ho ':ohcn the ten otlier apostles heard [of iV,l 2-1' 

to he miK’ii actiuaiiifed with this motion which 

ispUa-)ed,«i.',/| «oie the sons of* Zebedee had mad(*, the^ began to 
loied wiUiedigii.i. Iff, disphused that they should aspire to a 
irri.M'n [.bnm ^iind !K^t «omy to wliicIi each ot tiiem imagined he 
' i'l 1 [Jli-ii. X. had hiniseiraii etpial claim; as the} were 

*' ' moved "With indignation against the two brethren, 

./nines and John, they were going to expostu- 
Jail! the iijutier with some sctcrily. 


the baptism that I eww witn tfie ouptism, and plunged into that 
am baptized with ? sea of su fieri ngs with which I am short! v [to be] 

and, 'as it were, ovcrwhelm-'d for a 
[MAnKX. 38. 59.— 1 And tlieii sav to him^ with a self-confi- 


'* 1 ,' I’lfd of f'l' &c,] It i^ns 
t'WiMiv iinimi^r l]i,> to as>.M'ii to 

''ai li ;:nc-t at a ii .I'si a p.iiticiilnr raft, as 
'u*ll a-. di\/i , and by the kind and qnantl- 
tv i*f the Iiqiioi i’onl.iiuGdjii it, the 
pr‘<'i of the (iitiriaiiKr tins (‘vpnssed. 
IliMiCi- cup came m ^eoMnl to signify a 
pnitK in assn* lied, (I 'sal. XU i xxiii 5 ) 
winilu’i of ph^asiirc or soirowj and Old- 
111 iiiNl.iiK’i*'! oi'ciir 111 which it refers to 
i.ic l.ittu. Compare l^sal. xi. ti , 

I’d, ha li IT, 22 , Jer. xxv 1 i, 17 ; 
/•cli XU 2 , lohn jxuij. II, and Mat, 

\-TU 'W, ‘t'l. 

' \tn ,iir! II rlc^d drink qC my cuft, &C.] 
ditiuiv U is ohaeivahle, that iliis 
jollies was the I'li.slol .ill the apo.sllcs w ho 
siitU'i' li iii.c-tudivii for C'liii'-t ' Vc'ts vn 


2 ) And .lohn wab>icourged*bytht .Tewsj 
(Acts i. 'UX) and .aftCTw arils banished hv 
Doinili'in into the isle of PatmiKs, wheie 
he speaks of liiinselt as a amp., mm of 
Vh trihuluttun (Kev i. 9 )’ Not to 
mention Tertiilhan’s tiaditiun, that at 
Home be was plonked luiu boiling oil; 
by which it is s.ud, instead of being 
destrojed, he was 'ensibly ’ refreshed ; 
tTertiill. PncHcript. cap. 3 ff.) nor vliat 
the pretended Trochorus says ot the a'- 
tempt m ule by some heretics to p. is jii 
hiini whu.his -u iieially uft-urd to in the 
picture ^ of tli s apusilo, «herf the un .ni 
i*> ridioul.disly icpit s« ot d .ivcuunug out 
of the cup 111 the foiin ut a serpent, to 
si^Mity that tlic pouoii did not take 
oftc'T 





35 Bnt Jesus called 
them {into liim^ and 
said funto theill),][ Yc 
know that the princes 
of the (.’entiles exei*~ 
<‘ise domintoji oier 
UiPin; and [their 
great ones] exercise 
authority upon them, 
—[.MAKh X. 49, J 


- He that imild be chief should be the servant of all. 

But, to pp'vcMit tli<» evil consequences tvhicli 
. mijriu arise from such an ill-judtretJ (}el)ate, and 

root out that envy and ambition which pre- 
lix "5 among them, Jesus called themKW to /</?//, 
and said unto then), You well kmio that the 
princes of the heathen natioris^ lord it otoer lliem 
JO a very imperious manner; and their ^'eat 
??iew, iil stations of subordinate government, imi- 
tate their tyrannical masters, and exercise an ar- 
bitrary authority upon them that are more im* 
mediately subjeci lto their command ; and that 
ambition, which is so nutmal to the depraved 
Ifcart of man, engages them eagerly to pursue 
such distinguished stations which may give 
'thoqi an opportunity to gratify it. But my 
IJngdomvjs of anotlier nature, and it shall not 
he s6 you ; for, instead of appointing 

any oite among you as the chief who shall go- 
vern the restjG 1 tell you plainly, that yoU arc 
to look on each other as brethren and equals, 
or rather, each to esteem others us worthier 
of regard than himself: indulge not therefore 
an ambitious temper, but rrhosoeicr uould in- 
deed be great among you, let him, .instead of 
aiming at power and authority, choose to be your 
minister, and attend on the rest with alt tic 
humblest ofHces of condescension and love. And 
■whosoever would be chief among you, or first in 
niy esteem, and in future honour and hap- 
piness, let him be ready to behave himself on 
all occasions as tjour servant ; [jfctf,] let him 
be the servant, not only of your little fraternity, 
but of all that are about him;^ with all humility 


‘2‘i Hut it shall not 
bo so .inioiig you - 
but vhosoi’ipr will 
be groat among yoli, 
let him bo your mi- 
nister. [iVl \Hh X 


‘27 \iul wlK>soo\or 
will bo vluef among 
jou, let bun bo your 
■.civant, lb'* 

veivant of all J 
[Mark X. i-l ] 


t Thp pnneei of the heathen nations.] 
Maik exprosae* it by 8i Smuihc «gxf*»Twy 
t3rtt,y which wo tenclcr, they ti^h are ae~ 
ioyrited to rule cfoer the. Gentiles; but this 
(with (iutaker, Cinn. Iib, i, rap, 3.) 1 take 
to be a pleonasm, and think it should be 
tmn<4latG(l, Then ic/w rule over the Oenhlts ; 
and soil coiucideikWJthtlieclauso’ insert- 
ed from Matthew. (Compare I Cor xi. 
l()i mi. 1!d; xiv. 37, and Phil. m. 4, 
fJr.) Instances are produced of the like 
use of the phrase m the best Greek an- 
ihors, by Mr. Blackw,iil, in his sacred 
Clasdic'-, Voi. I p, 74, to winch may be 
added, Tif,; iosltivl't; nfiKEiy, for aStMtyktf, 
Polyb. lib. I. cap 5, aiul twv ly Ciripoyn 
iofinhu/tj Epiotet. ['.nchnul. cap. SC*, § ll. 

S- Instead of appointing any one among 


yon as the chief, &c.] A-, the roquevt of 
th« •he two bretliien plainly showed that 
they did notonde^Uand our liord's wonU 
to Peter, xvi. 18, 19, ^ Ixwmii.) 

as desigiu-d to invest liun with any o/U/'o- 
nly over the rcabjof his brethi cn, so th.- a n- 
Bwer which (hirst here gnesthein far 
from intimating any thing of tbai kind, 
concludes as strongly against any suoli 
auikoTitif as a neeutivc atgument can be sup- 
posed to do, and seems abundantly to jus- 
tify the turn gi\en in the paraplirasc. 

*' The servant of uU.'\ 'Flu ro is a grad.i- 
tion here not cc^monly obseuid. Tli« 
woid o:a%9v^ in the former vci'.e, 
which, for want of abetter woid, wo ren- 
der minuter,, is a name whioh might be 
giien to any who occasionally attended 



Eejkctwns on Chrisfs readiness la meet his sufferings. 8 §|^: 

submittinty to the meanest services, by AvJuch » sfgii 
he may promote the spiritual interest ami bene- 
fit of others. ■ 

■. Mark X. 45 . For Aod wondcr- iiot that this should be required x 45' 
,S!“tobclr" y®**- you consulor l.ow great an exam- ' ' • 
tend unto, but to,P'C yon have or this temper in Iuiti who is so 
mimstcr, and togixe far yopr su|ierior ;Jor even the Sm of Mun hini- 
Ill‘‘ though a person of such illustrious dignity, 

08.]' ‘ and constitiitetl ta SO gloripps and lusting a king- 

dom, came ndt to be waited uporiy but to sene 
* others ; and was not sent into the world to ex- 

ercise a temporal dominion, artd in^ lordly way 
. to rule over men, but to take upon him tiie 
' - ' form of a servant, and not only to labour, but 
to die for their good, and to give his own life 
as a ransom formal/^ who had forfeited ikdrs 
to the justice of an bffended God. Thipfcnot, 
therefore, that the disciples of .such a $elf-dcn) - 
ing Master are to dream of secular power, do- 
minion, and grandeur ; but rather study to mor- 
tify these very unbecoming desires after it. 

4o— A lid they came Aud^ quickly after this, they imnc to Jeridw^ 40 

-10 Jericho.— whcre two blind men were cured by Christ, 
which was soon after followed with the remark- 
able conversion of Zaccheus, as will be seen m ^ 
the next section. 

IMPROVEMENT. ' 

Astonishing grace and compassion of the Son of God in go- Mark x 
ing up to Jerusalem at this passover, when be so circumstantiiil-'iS, 34 
ly knew all the things wliu h were to befall him there ! not only 
that he should be put to (iealh, bm in what manner he should 
sulFer; and what cruelty' and what scorn should introduce the • ' 

last scene of bis agonies ! Ycl with so sad a prospect in his; eye, 
lie inarched on with distiiiguisned alacrity, leading the compav^t ' ;= 
as if he longed to encounter what they could not bear to see, qr 32 
even to hear of. ^ Glorious Captain oj our safijation, -^ive qs the 
like alacrity in all the sufferings we are called to bear for thee ! 

Who would not grieve to see these good apostles still so much 35, S5 
possessed with the spirit of this, world, and still dreaming ofp/r- 

pthers, or vas statedly employed to ren- indeed the property of anothor. TI*e 
der them any particiiilar kind of ^ervIC«; words, ^ all, dp likewise increase ttu' 
but servant, i;i{,miiies otie whoBC giftdatjon, ' 

’/Iiole bmmess it is to scfi’c, and nho is ^ • 



Jesus passes through Jericha^'and man^fvllm him. 

'^^T, ^ferment in a temporal kingdom 9 Who would not especially la- 
nunt it, tliat his most intimate friends, Ja)fies,Sind John the be- 
J()\ ed di>ciple, should be the per.-»ons who should come to him 
V#r. 38 straUGfC request ^ Justly did our Lord answer them, 

''?!• you know not what you ask. And may not the same aijvwTr of- 
ten be made tow.?? VV'hen, therefore, he denies us t\ie great" 
r things that we are seeking for ourselves, jet us be satisfied witli 
' the denial he sees fit to give tis ; bedieving that it is wisdom and 
f-' love, and not imkmdness, that produces it. 

38 — Let IIS olten ask ourselves, Can we share the sufferiup wliicli 

our /o/rf endured ? If we do not desire to do it so far as he 
shall appoint, we are not worthy to be called hi^ dxi ipln Let 
us llicii ^iVt/ t/p //id? /oiVis our minds^ and vwnl onr Master’s 
sional tu go forth to any suderin'jf or ser\ ice that he sli dl require ; 
|44, 45 ever ready to make ourselves the servants of alL and iIk’iimu to 
imitate the humility of the Soi. of man, who came vo{ to be mi- 
nistered unto^ hut to minister : \ef, aftei all \vc can do or bear 
for him, let our trusts still uo in the meiits of his iighteousncs'4 
and blood, wlio gave his life a ransom for many. So shall we 
be fitted for those distinguished honours in the heavenly world, 
in comparison with which, thrones and scimiieson earth are but 
empty pageants and cliildisb toys. 

SLCt. CXLIII. 

Our Lord, passing through Jericho in his xeaij to Jerinalem, 
cures two blind men as he came out from f hence, and converfs 
Zacrheus the publican. Mat. XX. ^9, to the end. Mark X 
46, to the end. Luke XV HI. f'.j, to Ik end ; XIX. I—IO. 

M.^RK X. 46. , ^ X—lu— 

Jesus, being come to Jericho, proceeded oni 

. w.. his joiiniey towards Jerusalem ; and be- ‘f Joi'ho wuh 

he was passing throusih 

X. 46. the city, they were all ready to nm after him : j-M,, x\, 

and accordingly, as he iccnt out vf Jericho with 
his disciples in his train, a great imillilude oH 
other peop\e followed him. 

Mat. an occasion offered for a remark- XX no.— 

to, 30. able display of his power and grace at hisd<*par- ft"^ameto uiss'tim 
ture thence ; for it came h pass, that Providc'nce as lu* was come ni&h 
$0 ordered it, as he was yet mgh unto' Jericho f uuto Jmchv ] Two 


SECT. X^D 
CXLIII.-^ 


* As he wit yet nigh ww/o Jewha] In tw lyyi^nv, only (signifies, or tA/Zc 
our I raiislaiioii it IS rendered, as f.e ttas he uoi rear il : compare I nkr xix , 
cflwe nigh untojerifko , hutthc on^} i —to wmeh may be added [in eimfirina' 



Mind Bartlmeiis mid his^mmpnmon to cured, 

BaiSiiiei™tb thatTwo hUndmmsat bet^^ing by the my ’■side, ir^r^i 
Tnrn*us^”fiat^by*the t)egga 4 -s used to do in pi, ices ihat are imicli cxi.uj<; 
iugh^ay-side, beg- frequented; [the one] ofwiiom was well know 
in?. 1 [Mark x.^, the 'name oi Bartimeus, that is, the nm 0/ /y'‘L 

/^KR xsin L. ■pnd hearing the iw'iseof a orcar Vi>u' 

Andiuariug the mill- ^ultitudepassingby, /i^jtogvtiier wiili lus ill. 

tuiiiie pass by. he puuioii^, asked what 'that unusual concouri*c of 
as ( vnaLuineaut. mMnt, aiid how it was (iccasioncd. 

r>7 And they told Jnd (hey told him that Jesus ofXazureth-, that 3*7 

IVophet who lud perfonnptl so 
many miiaclcs, was coming by, ami a vast luun- 
hcr of the {ifople of the town*' wore with iiim. Maik 
Mahk X t" \vA Ana hhen Ji heard that it itas Jesus of Xuz 6 ,rdh, 
j't lias N.l" i'*‘‘]nenilv heeii told what remarkahio 

/-areih IpobiM by.] curos of this kinJ he had peilbimeil m oilier 
Ilf i-.-.raii fo,r ( M, |)k,, ’.s, l-o could i,ot blit look" iipoii It as a hap- 

‘riVl'.r;,' h.;',"; Ip lii.it lie wm mw passim bi). 

nuri voniiu iho vcr) ph cf M iK-fe Uc «at; ami umucdiidely 
/M/ cued out, //r began to cry out with a loud'Wice, and with 
ma.’!’i!‘i'oT 2 Z '•'‘“tCi'ie'isto*'!/. thou San aj Diii-iil, 

Sononuvid.j’[MAi. and glorious Messiah, pit> my sad 

\x.— io Lwi£ coiuiitioii, and have menu on me! [aea, thru 
.XVlIl. ;’x,l A 1 ± 


both] cried out, saying iii the same manner, and 
with one voice, Jlmr ineny on us, 0 J^td, 
thou illustrious Son of David, and exert thy al- 
mighty power to deliver us I’rom this deplorable 
darkness and distress! 


diidsoi^w rS the multitude tiho tcenf before^ 
■SI , icbukid them for their making such ^ 

m , ami as the \oiee of Haituneus distiii- 

itscii on tilth wcasioii, ^mmy paiiK ii- 


Maj XX. G I And 
lilt' inidtitudi , [1.1 h> 

V. liioh went Ijofiire, ' 

!fbuk.i.d tliciii: lariti 

many charged him UlUsi'i . ^ ^ 

hr\rSu e 1 1 ' i-tiaif'd him that he should be sdcut, and 
trifd'^thV importunate and tioublesoi.ie. but 

i-rc-ji dcaii, bjying, they, knowing that if !,uch an opporiumiy as 
this was lost jt might never return, regarded 
nothing but the success of their petition, and 


Him (if thf jnijtK'f ul tliH rc'injik, which 
iins hmn called in (pieslion hy .1 wriicv 
id ciial emiUi’nct iii the loariifd world,] 
I.iiku y. 9i XV 1 ; x\iii. 40 j Hoin. .KiWi 
i' '2, and the Septiiagjnt icrsion ol (sa. 
1 Si, )or. 23' — A»d it i& ucfci»a*y 

lo undeiiiabd it thus, in order to recou- 
filo Luke’!) rti-eoiint of this miracle with 
tliai of MuUlicw and Mark, who both 
cxpusslv say, ii was pei formed m he 
di‘l>a)lnl DTwent out of Jencho. iSoiTiehaie 
iiidifd fancied, that lie rOstoicd sight to 
O'jc blmd mail a-, he entered in, and lo 


aiiiQthcr as he came out, (»ee Lightfooi',: 
llaiiiiony, !j Ixix.) but this is itbjirob.T- 
blc, t’S^Hicially considering ho« the iri'il 
titiide rebuked Bartimeu.s for In nnpoi'- 
tiuuty, whiizb suj fly they would nL.ei 
have dune if such a erre ns this had Imr 
just uo'A been wrought at the other end 
of the same tunn. 

^ Tht wn of Tmevs.\ It is very pro- 
bable! 'riineiis might have been a per .op 
of Slime note m ilmt nci JiboiuhcK d, 
whose son, l)y a complicaliou - 1 calami* 
tics, fell both into poierty .and blindnc. i> 



Jesus orders ikeni^t^be bright to hhn: 


»Ecii therefore cried out n great deal ike more ear- 
cxitii. nestly, sayings as .before, Have mtre^‘ on m/, 
0 Lordy thou Son of David f and Barlimeus es- 
kx*si repealed it again and . again, saying, 

^ ‘ 'J 'hou Son of David have merc^ on me; and 

help me! 

Mark Jjl;jd Jesus, as he was advancing forv^Hs in 
^•^9- l,is way, observed how Hlmeskly they^ cried ; 
and as they still repeated their request, he gra* 
ciously stood still, and ordered them both to be 
eaU(d [and] brought to him, that they nnght 
tell him what it was they so earnestly .desired. 
yind upon this the people had their expecta- 
tions raised, amt as they now concludea that 
they should see him work a miracle, the^y ran 
immediately to call the blind man and his com- 
.pauion, saying to hm, as'also to the other, Be 
good courage, Btid rise up, ior he caileth thee 
to him ; and you may therefore hope that he 
50intends to grant your request, yind Kartiinetis 
joyfully received the message, and throwing 
aside his uj.per garment, that it might not hin- 
der him a moment, he arose, and came to Jesus 
with air possible haste and eagerness; the other 
blind man also following as fast as he could. 
B\ And when he was come near, Jesus, to try his 
faith, and to encourage his dependence on bis 
power and goodness, answered and aaid unh 
him, What is the mercy you so Oampslly en- 
treat ? or what dost thou desire I should do for 
theef And the blind man said unto him, Bab- 
honi, that is, iny Master and my 'Lord, the fa- 
vour which 1 beg is obvious from the circum- 
' stance in which thou scest me, even that J ma^ 
be SO happy as to recover the loss 

of which 1 cannot but lament as a great cala- 
mity to me, from which I know that then art 
able to deliver me* The other likewise by this 
time came up, making the same request; and 
thy both joined XOsay, Lord, we l)eseech thee, 

’ that our eyes might be opened, 

W«t. Then Jesus had compassion on them both, 
34. and touched their eyes i and, as a testimony of 
his appt^obatiori of that emihent degree of faith 


H%v«.aierey on as, 
Q Lord, thoti Son of 
David: [Thou Son 
of Darid, have, tner- 
cy on me.] [Mam. 
X. 48. Lvk* XV 111. 
59.J 

Mark X. 49. And 
Jesus stood still, and 
coinmandrd [tlieui ] 
to be called. [U'ku 
and brought unto 
bun ] and they call 
the blind man, say- 
ing unto him, Be of 
giaod comfort, rise, 
hecalIeththee.[lVlAT. 
XX. '12. — L u k f 
XVI n. 40.—] 


50 And he casting 
away his garment, 
ro^e. and came to 
Jesu$. 


51 And [L u K p 
when be nas come 
near,] Jesus answer- 
ed and said unto 
him, What vilt thou 
that I should do unto 
thee? The blind man 
eaid unto him, Uird, 
that 1 might rceeivf 
my bight: [They 
say. Lord, that oiir 
eves may be open- 
ed ] Mat. XX.— 32. 

r.-J liiKE x\rii — 

40, 41 ] 


Mat. XX. 34.— 
So Jesus had com- 
passien on them, and 
touched their ey^'S ; 


* That J may Toeever my stfptt.\ Thus the more stmsibie of the calamity. Vet 
the word exactly sigoities, aod 1 acknowledge rt appeals from John ix. 

seems to import, that he was not bom 11, IS, that the word is sometimes used 
4/iW, but lottt bi.s sight by some disease in a greater latitude. , 
or accident, which made him so ruuoh 



They have ibeir ^ighf^HWud, andfilletv him. 96$;;' 

rivu,«iidwid^ which tbay. itad^ each of them oxpreaaed, and Uq^I 
l^*eo ihy *** partiiBulftr in the strongest terms, 

way j [ti*y fafth iia^ h© ^oid tQ him, and hit companion, Be it unto 
made thf« vboi^j thce as tbou hast desired ; r<rf«W ^hy skht,^ 
icviif [m^^go thy way ; thy faith has saved thee from 

** the sad eondition thou wast in ; and if thou con- 

'tinues^t to exercise it in a reliance upon me, 
thy • eternal salvation and happiness will be 
secure,' 

Lukk JCVHL 4i immedhiely their^'es were opened, and L»k« 

And immediately tt^^Ded sighh SO that they now could see dis- 
(their eyes received tinctlif^ iiwd, with a gratefuUeiise of their deli- 43 
lowed [MAmp.'jedug vcrance^ they joined, the company, anAfollomd 
inthe way,] giotify««/e^ti,f in the way to Jerusalem, giorifymg God 
ing(Jod:audajl ttw,^fQ|. jjjjg amaziug instance of his goodness to • 
gaiTplaile them: and all tktpmple liJcewise, when they saw 
unto * God. [Mat [U],gavepraiseihztQ God, wljp jn remembrance of 
Mark X. im^rcyf had sent them so great a Prophet, to 
appear and act among them under the character 
of tlie.Son of David. 

Luke XIX 1. And presently the news of this surprising mi- Lukp 

entered and racle was spread abroad ; and [Jesus] Aavm/^MX. t. 
passed through je- entered (as was said before) into the city, and 
' having passed through Jericho, a vast number of 

people had followed him from thence; and this 
new instance he bad given of his miraculous 
power, inqrcased bis fame through all the neigh- 
bourhood, and drew .the multitude as he passed 
along in crowds about him. 

2 And, Iwhuld, And as he thus proceeded on bis journey, be- 2 
l^Zacche™^whKh another most remarkable occurrence liap- 
was the chief among peiied, ill which the efficacy of his grace was 
the publcans, and signally. displayed; for [there xvas] a wan in that 
he was neb. Country whose name was Zojccheus, who was the 
chief among the ^blkans, or head-collector of 
the customs in those parts ; and, having heaped 
up abundance of wealth by bis gainful employ- 
toiej «us XV.‘ “’.ent, he vas very ric^ ' An4 the grew things 3 
wa^. and could nut which be had heard of Jesus nmdc suchapower- 
for the press, because fuljmpression 00 bis miiid, that when he was 
he^as little of sta- informed that he was coming by that way, he 
•liligeiiily sought an opportunity to see this cele- 
' brated Jesus, what sort of a per sm he was ; hut 

he could not compass his design because of the 
crowd about him; Jor he himself was very little 

4- And ho ran be- *lf Stature. And running therefore before \\\c\ 
fore, and climbed up rest of .the company, without regarding what 
into a sycamoEB- niight think or say of him, he gd up into 



.^S56S;a Jesus goes to tJie home of Uaccheus the publican. 


',secT.. a sycamorc^tref^ that he might see him there* 
cxuii. distinctly ; for he perceived he was (o pass that 
way, mid the tree stood so near thfe road that he 
'^K% Jesus, wheh he came 

. ‘ ' to the place where he was, looked up, an4 saw 
him; and knovving^ his disposition, character, 
and circiini'itancfs, he immediately said t^hini, 
Zaccheiis, make haste and come down ; fot^o^day 
/ design thee a visit, and must abide for a while 
at thine house; and, fully satished that 1 shall 
be a welcome guest, I take the liberty to 
6 my self thither. And Zaccheus was so <S^yerjdy- 
cd that Jesus should distinguish him in such a 
nicuinor, that he tame downmth all the speed 
‘ could, and gladly entertained him at his hon.>5e,' 
tli.nking liimseir highly honoured by the pre- 
sence of so excellent a Pi*rson. * 


treeCo «i!e him ; for 
lie wan lopdsnthat 
way. 

5 And when Jrqns 
came to tlie placo; 
he looked up and' 
bii\^ him, and said 
unto him, Zac- 
cheus, make hnbte 
and come down, fur 
M-day f must abide 
at thy huuse. 

G And he niado 
habte. and eainr 
,du«rn, and recei\cd 
him jo^fi'lly. 


" And the Pharisees, and other self-conet'itod 7 Anti when timv 
persons who saw fiV], were very, much offended saw?/ they .iiimur- 
iit the particular regard that Jesus shewed hun ; *h(- 

and they all murmured, saying, He is gone in guc'.t wuu a man 
to refresh himself at a viatfs bou>e‘* who h cer- th.it ib a simu-i 
tainly a notorious sinner, since he follows the 
scandalous employment of a publican. 

S But as ^laccheus now was miite another man , '(tuu'uu. 
than he had be(;n before, and Diyme Grace had the Lurd, richold. 
changed his heart, that he might fully obviate i-«rd, the luit of my 
these reflections, and manifest tlie truth of his tud'if / w 
conversion, he stood forth in the face oPall tlie taken any thin^ from 
company, and said to the Lord with great reve- aay man by f.i!sc ar - 
reiiceancl affection, Behold, 0 I^ord, I acknow- 
ledge the sins of my past life, and desire to tes- 
tify my repentance for them by an .entire and 
immediate reformation ; a$ the flrst-fruits of 
which, I openly declare, that the half of my goods 
I gke to the poor ; and out of the remainder, if 
J wrongfully have taken any thing fronts any 
■man by ipjyrious charges or^ oppresive claims®. 


^ /> Ts trene m to refi^.sk hmiAj, 

The phrase janaa rtyf, prcpeily 

b'^nifles, to bml at a per o I'n h*}use oa n 
jour»e^,refeMng to the layingfden n their 
own burd^ts, or lcM>aetiiiig .tbom from 
their at such times and places. 

See WW. V< 1. I. p, 733. 

Jflterr.iiprfuil^ have t&hen nmj ihn^, &c ] 
The woid Hcinsms has 

abundantly shewn) may pi<iperly '•igtiify 
any' kind of (ii{>ir sw/i, especially under 


tlie ptetence fifylaa.. (Compare 1 coif'., 
iv. 1, and Syptoa^.) It bi'cni's 

therdbre not so proper to litnitTt, a^ our 
triiiblatiun does, U) ar. injl'iif Jone by a 
false accusal ioiv which itn,dicsboinethfbb 
of a fondal trial, and defence of tlie party 
afnibfd; whereas many fi amis and op- 
pressions mi|rbt be practised by such a 
t.i'^atlu*rt r where nuthiri^ of tins ‘‘Ort 
ucoiui d. 



the towf^mi^ 0 / Zacchcus, 

•qsation, I restore / ready, pot only to restore part more 
Atm four-foW. principal, (which is all that the law re- cxuij.^ 

quires in such caiies besides the trespass-oHFer- 
ing, Lev, vi. 2 — 5, and Numb v. 1, 8.) but^^j^f 
evea,to return [hm]/au7'-/oldJ - ' * * . 

'<} And Jesus said ^nd J^sus said to Zaccheus, and to them that 9 

'vere ikhput him. Surely i<^day is salvation tome . ' 
this house; fofso- to i/ns fiouse and It IS evidently to he seen that 
much as he also » spiritual blessings are imparted to it, and de- 
thc son of Abraham, gjgned for it, when such A penitent and religi- 
ous. temper is expressed ; since^ notwithstanding 
all the sins he has committed, i^ris now manifest 
that even this man also is a true son of Abra- 
. kmni only descended lineally from him,^ but 
of a character in some measure w'orthy of so 
to For the Son of honourable a descent. And therefore, notwith- 10 

^nd” ' t ™"save° Xt ^ rejoice pi the 

thich wa/foet ^ consequences gf tliis happy visit to him,; as an- 
swering^' the great purposes of my lifej jOi;? the 
Son of yuan t as I have formerly 'declared, (Mat. 

‘ xvni. H, sect, xciv.) is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost; and it is the grand 
, design of his abode on earth to recover those 
who, like tins poor Zaccheus in his unconvert- 
ed state, were Urandenng in the way to ever- 
lasting ruin. , 


improvement. 

Thus did our Lord Jesus 6'^H.s^,,wheresoever he came, scat- 
ter blcssings^ around him, boih to the souls and the bodies ot 
men. Wiio can wonder that Zaccheus bad a curiosity to see 


^ / rcitoif him fom-fold ] This was the 
utmost that the .lewibh law required, 
etcii 111 cases of a fraudulent conf;eal- 
int nt and conviction, (unless where an 
o\ h.trl hci a killed or sold, and suits la- 
bour lust to the owner, and the discovery 
remlcu-d more diflitiilt, Exo<t. xxii. 1 ;) 
for ilic pliiasu "t rcsUiriDg seven fpld, 
Pruv, M, *31 ) seeing oiilv proverbial, to 
e\]iie.»> making abundant satisfaction. 
I?ut it a mau nut leg.illy coitvicted or ac- 
eubcd, voluntarily discovered a fraud he 
had comiKiitted, tiesUles his trespass- 
otferiiig, he was to add to the principal 
oiilr a iiftii part. Lev, vr. 5. Zaccheus 
Micreforc siicws the sincerity of his re- 
pcnlaru’C by such an ofler — Some com- 
incntators, (with Salmasius, de Frcn. 
p. !2V'2 ) have remarked, that oppressive 
puhlic.in') were by the Homan law re- 
quired to restore four-fold , but this was 
only after .Midgment oblainedj vhore 


they had been guilty of extorting bv 
force j whereas before convictiiin it was 
enough to make restitution ot wiiat bad 
been taken; and even after it, in com- 
mon cases, all that tho law required was 
restoring as runch. (Leg. iocatio 
Veetigal, ^ quod, illic. and L. hoc edicto 
effic. Pigeht.'de Publicants.) — Archbis- 
hop Tillotson justly observes, that had 
more than an eighth part of Zaccliciis'i. 
posiriibMoiiB been unjustly gottin, he 
could not have^ been able to make such 
rcititiitioii, after having given away half 
of what he now had to the poor, even 
though he had stripped himself of all 
Tillotson's Works, Vol. III. p. S6. 

s Dcvotided lineally from him.) Tlic 
name «>t Zaccheus (which is the '..ime 
with Zacc.-ii. I'vi.i II. 9 ) shews he was a 
Jew. Sie Jjiglitloot, Hhi. Mcbt. m loc. 
and .Saliiia^ius, de l\rii i» 3fi6. 



208 llejkctiom on the of Znccheus^ 

sEqj. such a person ! And how happily did that curiosity end ! Christ 
cxini. graciously ohsa'ved kirn, ana,' .with an am /able frankness and 
openness of heart, invited himself to be a guest at his house: 
Xix! to accept the entertainment of a publican^ and to dis- 

2, 3, 3 tirigmsh with a fiarticular regard one tha^^wasso desirous to see 
’ him. And let us diligently observe howliappy a change this 
9 visit produced in the master of the family. O Zaccheus, well 
wast thou repaid for thine hospitality ‘%hen salvation came to 
thine house, and the Saviour himself bore witness to thee as a 
son of Abraham I 

What cannot the grace of God effect ? This publican was in 
the morning contriving only how he might increase his estate by 
sail possible methods of gain; and, before evening, he cries out, 
Lord, the half of my goods t give to the poQt^ /Thus does the 
Spint of Christ operate on the soul, pfoduOinj^ in it the fruits 
of righteousness and charity to our fellow- creatures, as well as 
of ii^ye to God and faith in the Redeemer. And surely the wi- 
m'/e' by whiclr 'Mc mils of Jericho vrere Inany ages before 
thrown down by'the sound ratns horns, was hot greater in its 
kind than that which now triumphed over the hea/t of Zaccheus, 
and threw down all the obstacles which corrupt nature had form- 
ed against the entrance of Christ into it. 

Now were his eyes opened, and he saw in a moment how 
much olore valuable the pearl gf price was than all the riches he 
could part. with to procure it. And he' judged rightly of reli- 
gion when he saw the necessity not only of faith, but of charity 
too ; and not only of charity, but of restitution also to those 
whom he had injured; without which the highest pretences to 
charity are but preseotirig'to God robbery for a burnt-offering. 
'Mark Our Zord’s progress is marked with another work of Divine 
,x. 46 power and beneficence in opening the eyes of the blind. With 
\\\\o.iwiport unity was the cure desired ! And when the jietitioner 
was for a while discouraged^ with what , eagerness was that nn- 
. fSportuniiy repeated. Tmu Son of David have mercy on me ! 
1'hus wilt tlie sinner cry to Zeszis/^hen he sees how much he 
needs him. But alas! men are not aware of their spiritual indi- 
gence and distress: they soy they are'rich, and increased in 
gooddfmd haver.pfM qf nothing ; and kiiow not that they are 
’wretched and miserable f and poor, and blind, and naked. (Rev. 
ill. 17.) . 

WhfiU once they come to hio awakened to a just sepae of their 
case,t^ere is then foom for hope, and great eiicoura^ment for 
th^l)t;&idr6ss. We may in suen circumstances say to them, as 
wak'^'id to BafthneUs, Be of good courage, rise, he calleth thee. 
With, pleasure should we deliver such a message ; with pleasure 
should we lead on the lame and the blind, the weak and the 
trembling, in their application to Christ; and in all the instances, 
l^ikc which his victorious grace is exercised, should join with thnsc 
kfiii/ 43 W^ have received it in glorifying God, and in celebrating 



' ^ The parable afthe ten pounds, 

' t ‘ f r 

the praise of Ibis Deliverer, tvhom he; has mercifully raised up ' 
for his people. 


269 . 


^ECT. 


CXLIV. 


I.UKB \lX. 11. t * ' I? 

/^NDas they heard ^OW 0« OCCaslOB of 

these things, he vefsiotiT having exprossly 
added and ■«DaLe a' Ii 


Christ delivers ihe parable of the ten pounds committed by a 
prince to hi^ servants^ hnd represents the vengeance taken by 
him on hisreb^ious subjects, Luke XIX. ll-*-28. ' 

Luke XIX. li. 

ZaGcheus*s con- sect. 

^ ^ said that he was *^'^**‘'^* 

I’’® 

nas nish to J.rusa- thcse things^ Were ready to conclude that at hisxix. u 
i( m, and because coming to Jerusalem he would openly declare 
till V thought that jq tjg the promised Messiah ; but he con* 

should immediately tinued yits discourse y] and spake a very useful 
and instructive parabky beca%cs€ he was now'draw- 
' ing near' to Jeru^aleniy* and he perceived they 
thought that the whole kingdom of God would 
immediately be revealed among them, and that 
he, as the Messiah, would assume the govern*' 
merit, an<l not only free Israel from the Roman 
yoke, but spread his triumphs over all the hca- 
i '2 ii(j said there- then iiations. In order therefore to rectify theyr 12 
hlonian went^'mto’a u^tious on this head, and to warn them of the 
f.ircouutiyt»remve danger they would incur by rejecting him when 
tor hiinhcif a king- they saw those secular views disappointed, he 
d.jiii, and to return, to thcir consideration this similitude; 

and sauly 

A certain person of a noble birth went to a dis- 
tant country in order to receive , iVoiri a stipe- 
nor prince there, an mvestiturc to a kingdoniy^ 
which was then fallen to himself and of whicli 
the place where he dwelt made a part,'* intend- 


■» Ikai'isc he uas near to Jerusalem ] The 
following pambk* ftonsileri'd in ihib vic^i, 
as stilted lu the circumstance? of tune, 
and to the ca-e of those to Mhoiti it wa? 
deliMU’pil, will a mof-t wi-r and 

scaBonablc lUhidfohitiou' ; and by neglect- 
ing the iiistruoitbn it wjisdssigaed to give 
tlii in.'tbti Jews deservedly brought rgin 
^11 ilK'insehcs.. 

i> llent to a dhtanl country to rccexce a 
hncjiomy &t,J TJic parable sgomsto sup- 
pose this noble person to lit' the ‘■on of a 
lirince, who, on s,oino domestic or public 
rcvitlution, w.is tocracr upon the possc'- 
sionof his dominion.?, and to be oonflrmed 


in the .government of them by the ap- 
probation oi dome mrn'e potent state . as 
the kingR of Jndea, and other neighbour- 
ing states, fieqncntly were by the Ko- 
mans ■ (see Joseph. Antiq lib. xiv. ca[>. 
I4 (Ul. 2o,) ^ 4, & lib, Kvii. tap. 9, 

aU 11.) He is Iherrfure described as set- 
ting out with’the view of being owned at 
his return, as their iindunbtGd sovereign. 
(Sec [.ericrc’s Harmony, p. 597.) 'I^ic 
lepreseniatiofii of the matter is so natu- 
ral, that one would wonder what room 
there conM bo for the coutrovorsy be- 
tween Mallemaii<;in> .and Athanasius do 
Paris' about it It is quit#* n>'i db’s? tc* 



• 2?0 The faithful servants are reiodrded for their diligence. 

ing afterwards to retuniy and fix his residence in 

(lis own country. And before lie set out on And he called 

his iourney, having called ten of his servants^ 

15 he delivered to them ten ;^owMfl5/ lodgi|lg one pound''; and said un- 
'< pound in the hands of each, and said unto them^ occupy nil 

Trade with this money till I come back to take * 
an account of your improvement. (Cbmpjire 
Mat. XXV. 14, & seq. § j;lxv.) 

; ‘ 14 But, in the mean time, some of his citizens, h But his citizens 

among whom he l»ad before lived in a more pn- 
■ - vate character and station, hated hif% sent saylnls^We wui nl!t 
/I /iiw,'* to prevent his establish- have tins man t- 

ment in his kingdom; expressly saying, frearfi 
at all adventures determined that we will not 
have this man to reign over us, and will endure 
all t^tremities rather than submit to his autho- 
rity,'^' And during his absence, which continued 
for some time, they thought themselves very 
secure in their insults. 


l.i But, notwithstanding all the confidence of i5 And iti.u/K «, 
these rebellious citizens, they were unable to 
prevent Ins exaltation to tlie throne, or to dc- received iiic km,; 
prive him of the right he had of reigning over <ioin, then he lom- 
them. And it came to pass, that xvhen he had ^^*1, 
deceived the kingdom,and was come back\^’\i\\i\\c „ato him, to T,h.mi 
full powers that were granted to hitn, /le cem- hchadgnentiicmo- 
wifltKtitfd these h\s servants, to whom be had deli- 
vered the money, to be called to him, that he eiery manimdgam- 
might know what improvement each of them <d hy tiadmg. ^ 
had made. 

IG And the servant, who bad gained the lo Then <airif uic 
most, came near, and said. Sir, the improvo- 
ment J have made of thy pound is such that it ed ten poimru 
17 ha^ gained ten pounds 'more. ^4ud when ins it he ^aid 
. ■ lord had licaid lum- diligent and careful lie had ‘.'I-,, 

- . ., £ • t r I I guudsrrxaiu. bccdiii-L 

' htctifiesaidtoAim, IS dl done, \ t two] good ser~ 


jiri'tcriti that this is jin historical narra- 
tion, that .Xrchelaus iathe nobleman rc- 
ifiied to, &.C. 

<■ Hrf flelr»cred to them ten f nnnd}!,'] The 
Iffirt, or ii is commonly called, 

coutained atety shekels (lifcek. xlv. 1‘2,) 
and Ihsjrfore, .according to tlie common 
ulUie worth of a shekel, plac- 
halt a crown of our money, it 
wits' scu-n poiii)di< ten shillings; hut .ic- 
^Oii'ii g to J)r. Pinleaiix, wh I'rtb the s'lf- 
'<.^||ti;lat tlireh bhilliui'S, the iiini.i t\as nmo 
. rV yoiljulr ‘jieiliii'j: — Our Lord jirohably 
a,h c to ui<ji)<itiii tills .>>ma 11 •'i.m to il 


lustrate the mani'icwice of the inaslei in 
besti/wiiig pn tiie faithful servaiiT so gn .n 
and iMjh'e a rtw.iid. Cotiipaie \<i 17 
<* Sent an nnhin^y OifUr him J '1 hu id 
cxpiessed in oicli a manner as may iiiii- 
inate their seinlirigauilMssadiiisto tliesu- 
penorcouil, tociiU'i theirpiolestagaui-t. 
hn heiiig adiriilted Id the i eg a I powfi, 
and to declait) their r solution to o|)ptiM 
his accession. And so it well jcprLScnt^ 
the 'olcinn iiianiicr in which the hv' 
Tenouucid C'liiist, aclini;: as in ilu iiaim* 
of the Lord, aud willi a piuttuded /rtvl 
fot hi-t .uilhoiil, and gluis. 



The sermnl blai^is his tori, and is condemned, 371 

thou ha'itbeenfaifii- since thou thus been faithful in a 

h»vrthc,r«,tim; ^ ‘‘j ^ 

6v(m leu ciu>a. ' not only {>ivo thee tor thine own, this treasure of 
wbi^thou hast been giving me so good an ac- 
count, but as my dominion is now enlarged, and • ' / 
rnany towns aiicf tracts of land are subject to 
me, IrWill* advance thee to a most lionourable . 
st.ation under rtie, and be thau governor over ten . ’ ;• 
cities. ' ' , . - 

1 s And the sec Olid 4^nd the secovd caniCj and delivered in his ac- 1 8 

ihv'ii.mdMhsam: com*. poiCWfC which was com- 

fd live pounds. mitted t6 me has been improved in such a maii- 
I'j And h(f said nor that \thiis gained fixe pounds. And the im-19 '1 
.iKnnrmrfwc provc.i.d.t hei,ad matie «'a8.pteingtohis lord, ' 
,.in,..s and he said likemse unto this. Thou hast ap- ■ / 

proved th\st;lf a good and faithful scryau|,.and ‘ 

1 am pleased with tby dilig^CjtJ, and. w^'rc- ./' s 
ward It proportionably be (hoU also ^yernoi* 
over five cities,^ 

JO And anuiiier after him ciMflMer servant, wlio bad been 20 ' 
OR, saying, loid, neoligeiit and slothful, came, and said, Sir, be- 

h, loild, //('/p n thv , ‘7, V, \ ’ 

luio'Pi, ttiuoh I have ho/il [here isjthy pound. u'hicfi was put into my 
ktpL laid up in a hands; it is not at all diminished, but/^rti»e 

* ‘‘'V 'Im i I jYaroj it Kjp iw fl For J 21 - 

iiRe, Ik. alls'’ 'oum feai't'd thee, because^l knew thou, art an austere, 

..ui an uusteir man man, [who\iakest up what thou didst- nol lay ^ 

ih... i.ikcsi I'P rt72^/ reapr.^if, or esipectest to reap, what 

^hou didst not sou^: and- therefore apprehendinc 
didst not sort. 1 nvglit iiicur thy severity if any accident should ’ 

l)e!all this money in trade, I was determined not v 
to ventuie it out of mine hands, and now return 
And iiL saiih it just as I rcceivcd Jt. But when his lord 32 
\V*.'i, \nnnti! him offer siioh a, vile and groundless 

tiipc, ^ harge again>t himsdlf as an excuse for hi§ ojvii 
oinu ki'isici ml negligence, Ae was filled with indignation, ^fid 
J * sav.'i to- him, Out of thine own mouth wilij can-', 

'.ii -uViip'th'i' ' Lm!i demn thee, 0 [thou] wicked servant r thiu hast 
31 A .h.wii, ai.d t fip- taken u[)On thee to affirm, thoU knewesi that I 
111 ., that I did lint s'>iv austere man, taking up, as thou express- 

es! it, u'h(ft I did not lay dorm, and reaping 
' :fiul 1 did not sow and thou inighjtest there- 


ii'iii 

(iiiii 

vi 1 4 T 
til 
til. 




'^ovniioi fiifr five ai/i:*.] which, as> it i$ a beautiful cii’ctim^aucb. 
It I 1)1 ’hut 111 Milt \vv’. 20 — was, no doubt, 111 ti^tidud ibr our li^tnic- 

i>t .'U ants arc re- 'tion. 

P’C sjCiile'f ii'- d.siili 111}? t'uf d cii’iit sums f Thou hieuest that f,ai)i an ausO'ie mou. 
iiiti sU'.l t.icj«,i, the rcwaiil is s[iiik(;u &c ] 'Hus is not an acknuwli'dL'enieiiT 
■ t hcK he Slims in- cl th'-i Ic and detestable charge 'dOod’a 
tiuMid iiiMiig th' same, and the inij). - e- * ds’niaiidinl' ct men, /as Dr. lUivst' w^dl 
ij! lit lies.’! I'led as dr’bient, tht ie is a C'prfssi-'i it) more dilHcult sen ices than 
piuiJijrJiLtiia'jU d.lleicnci in ILl rcuairl; In- has Juinished them tbr, ur would 


i =¥■>*« 



Faithfulness md diligi^e shall be reteOfSted^ 

'S$cT. fore on thine own pnnciples conctade^ that I 
Wiv should expect to gather where 1 had deposited 
such a sum of money, and to reap where I had 

23 ^hu8 sown ^nd if it had been so, and I had ^ Whcrefbw Uwa 
really been as jevere a^. thou nrouldest b'asely SoMirntoSotaS; 
insihiiate, didst thou not [then,] for thine that at my looimg [ 
own sec lint Vjffzic my money into the banUt^ that m'fht have nqiured 
when I iome to editor it at nij return, 

at teast, haye recewed it with the common \n~ 
tertH, if not with the extraordinary iniprove- 
f ment which might have attebded a successful 
trade? 

24 And farther to testify his displeasure, he md A"** * 

to some of them that stood 6j/, Take may the 

pound that was intrusted with him, fiom that the pound, ludgne 
idle, suspicious, iinfaithful creature, who might *»>«« that hath 
otherwise have had that, and much more, al- *®“ ® 

lotted Aimforbfs own pioperty, and gne it 

25to/iitH that has ten pounas. But they were 25 CAnd tiiev i 
much sui prised at his assigning it to one who 
had befoie leceived so ample a reward, and ' ^ 

they said to him, Sir, he hath already no less 
than ten pounds,^ which, with the honour and 
picfeiment thou hast farther added, is surcl\ an 
abundant recompcnce Nevertheless, the prii^tc* 26 ror i sa> unto 
stood by hi. tormer award, and bestowed ibc ’“’.bKrhirt'sWi 
Other pound likewise upon him, declaiing that be gnen and from 
his faithfulness and diligence was fit to he dis u t 

tingmshed with the most favourable and repeat- 
ed notice and in this way it is, continuecl he, from him 
that 1 resolve to act; for / asmre you,^ 1 hat to 
eviiy one that hath, or that improves what he 
I hath, [if] shall be gwen, he shall ha\e }ct 
more abundantly , but Joi him that hath not, oi 
that acts as if he had nothimr intrusted to ins 
care, even that uhich he hath, and i eglects to 
improve, shall be taken OTtayfiom him (Com- 
> pare Mat xin. r2, xxv 2&; Mark i\ 25, and 
Luke vni 18 ^ 

S)8ltbeni;«, wbiLh t«, av that pious an* circum^tancp , but onl) as aa me idcu 
tettr^^^hWves, a most unrighteous til one to iittinnte tu id that bis loid 
tbounKm God but bis lord only argues ga\ l to the d iigent icrvant what ho had 
wi^mPbi on his own base principles ind gamed fui hini&» It 
ihmTthat eten on them he would be ^ I osiwe ytv \ I his NCtiiu to bt th 
coodeintied fir his negligence im fort of that plmc, ivti h so often 

, 1 ^* 7/wy atd to hn, ^ he hath ten occurs, I siy unto ton, a it he shoull 
Mtnurdi ] Sp far as this be^ ms tu cxfro't't hue caid Vuu max t ik i< un ai} att 
'^•*n5 ihm f envy m theft Uow b r\anl>, ii 
M iidcd IS a big iftcaui 





XSJ* 

aot Mml 'i 
*vfsn ovti# 

SPUS' 


48 A»<1 te 
h«l ihiu ipolceo, |»c Ikitt 

in« up to Jerotiilettt Qtt b^fote Iv 

being 


■a«'7M ■ ^ 8, 

, kittt 4H,*MKla«t 
1*4 jhAiv »rtj»f81»<[ to ‘' 

f&rmir ling: and, yvitb k 
^ba^e Ingratitude, tie 
‘‘n forijim monies y uho were 
' percent, ain4 
r brkg 
vTitii 

' \ 

oaa toiidW^id, Tfeiit 
St^oI temporal sove, 

- |fe tk 

pevref5lrt«'8d«4iT^^ 

bring' all te tf^ ^nit 

eii$e triiQipnbt ovea tbese /(i* ct and 
mj aoi^tfnty’t'tiB^e brlSibrai^fore you be 
not found in thedr wreuSiked^nui^ber, as many 
wilt be vrho prefisbd ttient liberty t<f d^stns the 
Hessiab'Si "" 




[and vvH^Uifioite 





ap- 

tbat 


< oproaebfng passorf^r^ wou^f^em wpit nnrw ifia< 
he Tv*as to fmeottnlfe^ pmiieStttddb^ 
there. (Coi^^erd lilatk sbnt. exio .} 

Lft us also fi^arand in ^ 

AwfiifoM He haa dtr^erria ejt|^ape^jp 
HI his service: ic t us he ameoEUed 

tionablc to that dtltge^nce wdl he L9 

tvL labour for ouMlves, whj^e- We ^feKwrPfoHBaa to m die 

pi oo I ess vie make in wisdom end ^ goodiietoiT seode^ our own 


I V&J / (Aan «Sbrtf M sijt j»>v» m 

Phi lt^the exset of th« Wh^ch 
hojk ^Ittvpn^al* It d(>M indvAt prO" |lbir w 

' p ily oxpie<to the dreadful stimiabter ef ini)|>fwm<nm)|l^w^En#atiiity^^ 
HiPii»I)4'nit4-ntJe» by theawonBoftts^li the faitluiU letVibiU 
elhhr and ot the Horoane, but tlutt doea aar^d ^ * 

\ Ol JT T 




lections on i 


'Vi'S 


,\ctur stock 

*' ascn souls so much flie happrerj^ aiid wHl^ifender tliem, so^ fill eteir- 
'^xLiv. njt y. Blessed sei'mnts h4i?e, tlie &pplau!se of s jicft disaster, 


Ver. 


and sbar^ a reward as liberal ^at ^;oiifetrtecf- on ’a' fe^^ 
steward, who should be made province containing 

tei^ istties / ii » ^ 

Let us beware of a slothful ’negUei'of pmf st'oek : let os beware 
/AtTW^'A/j ^ which'ji^Id discourage us from 
.pursuing his serriw. Abaye ajl^ let ^take hepd, that we do 
pot proudly , and ih^bl^tly ^i^ect tke g^ei^rnevi of his anointed 

24.S5WI, and cither sa5> "^tii dpr;rdnguesj or. actions, 

, We wiUnot ka^e i for if we do, we 

^ ' speak q. word uj^lflSt be glorified by us, 

. or upon us. day 

he should Bnn^g Ws forth ]bfit()l6ss pri.spn^r^lof his justice, 
and command Us to he skin in fits presence! How Can we with- 
stand his power! or to ihe^h^ns of >hat altaf shall we flee for 
saiiigjl^aiy ? O Lordp our flesh trembtethfo^fear of thee^ and we 
are j^oiid of tMJudgmntp (Pijial cx^- 120.) May we never 
bj5 t^e'lmiseraom'^^bJdClcs having faithfully served 

thee here, ‘may to ns a day of honour, reward, and tri- 

umph^ which shall' be td' every' presumptuous rebel a day of 
shame and terror, of dreadful execution and eternal destruction ! 


"'S^EC.t^'.CXLV* 

Christ is enterfdipe4i(f( Se/hanVydnd his feet anointed by Mary. 
T'he Jewish ruler^Jl^n^h^d m kill Lazarus. Mat. XXV I. 
6—13; .Mark Jol^ XJI. 1— 

nrrrrErnr T ' ^ . . johh XII. I. 

’THEN Jesus cam^y su if^Js hfwee iht thkn jpsus, six 
, overy to Bethim/i wi^m was a vittage (as ^ «iays before the 
^ wassaW.before^dr^ '®6^iie^^ 

XII. 1 in the netghbourllti^ of 4^r^a!e,^, ykeire the 3;arus was, n Iiich h.ul 

Jihode of W#W(fi, ^ 


SECt. 

CXLV. 


, deqdi and been dead, wbinn he 

ap imaziug 


VX'I. 6 


'buried> .[atie^ i^ko^^.ie lateb h)/ 

miracle bad xxvi c. 

y It ^ ^(,{1 Now when Je -US ft as 

'v'- ;• ’ 

» map m W^diiprWlt frosa tha^Mn • but, cm 

^ssaMipthc) i^'||||)ear8 to mo 

1C ttilfca tbw t V4ia .ion« ^ o|!i» . that end Mai k 

MithOjigCft aqd't^eoiibyUct, de* slioaid fc«vc k)tTodt>ced tji«s story a lit- 
t by Le Gferc a)«l jDr. Whitby, and Ue out of ito filace.—that I izarus, li lit. 
, ^ Cially by I)r. Ligbtfoot, <HanQon. madctl»$ efltortainnient, (wiurh not 
-‘ifcTcst. ^ 7l,'80.) and Mr Wbiston {m expresaly «aid by John,) should havo 
,bis View of Hartnony, p, 13S, 129.) that* made bse of Sifnon’a house, as mure cun^ 
,Chc story recorded by Matthew, (chap, tcnient for it, — and that Mary should 
axvi. 6— ]3,)audMark(cbap. XIV. 5 t^ 0 have poured tins ointment on Christ's- 



Maty 


itt 'Bethiny, in ’tbe 
ho<te«'o£ 

feper.vlMAikit XIV# 
0.—] 

Joy.* 2itir; 
.There they madehfttt. 
a supper, and Mar- 
tha smed: but 
;sarus uas one of 
them ihutf aat at the 

table with him* 


.i Then took Mary 
fan alabxiter-bo)lV'<^ 
cuntaimn^] a pound Of 
oiiitineut of spike* 
naid, lerv costly; 

[ Mark, and she brake 
liiu box, and pouted 


dww/«w ointment iiis 

i« wber^^ % resprting. thither, be sect. 
5 ^w 4 knovmi^^ttnd had.itiany frjeiads that cxlv, 
- fliucKrejoic^ to «ee him ; as hV. wa$ 

^mm ih leper, ^ ^ In testimony of ^u. 2 , 
JJ jS**®*^^ aflFection for him , 

^ a for hint there, 

of aha .titrated. bioi l^,the evopnigs which was the 
“ usiial time for with the Jews, 

esgjBCiarty pp th&eveniug w^their s^bbath-days, 
wmvh Was ^pe>ei^pn wh^ tbi^/east was made : « 

who »%i^<i^foriiier^y dlstmjimshed 
,her <ja^?opa |i|p,o^sioi^ ‘^^uke X. 40, sect. 
'cViib) hayiti^/si^n that ail/thi^ should be 
HgHdy^rd<#i, Christ at supp(*r; hut. 

Lamrwi ^ one^ them that sat at the table 
with hif^. 1 

y; ' the other I^a^arn^^ be- 3 

h^ng d^fTjfily afecte#with^he'|tt^^ mstaiic^that 
j. Chrkl had g\^n ^er of his lbv(% and especially 
; with'liis lateih|ercy tobcrianiily, in ^'ccovoring • 

J so dear a brother from |hp, grave, was solic.tous 
** to give, some UricoWion token of her gratitude 
and respect to so excellent a guest ; she there- 
fore took an elegant alabaster pot, or vase, [con- 
f«iwi;iifJ;about'i^a pou^ weight of unadulterated 
oinlm<^n/ of jp^fenarfjl,^ i^hich ms} ercctdin^ 
valuable ; andi hoping h^e the tpp, of the ves- 


html and bodvj us welt as on hiS where th^y are spraking of what happrn- 

Tlian tliat within th« compass of fourdayU «d but two diryi Iwfore the passover,. it 
Christ Khould have been twice ai|Oiuted II fli^e ‘probable, (.is uehave just now 
will. s(t costly .1 pirfuine; and that ^e shewn), that |t ia placed by J >hn in its- 
s.iinc f.jult shoiilil be found with tli^o 'ak- dw^brder, and ea the foil ,»ingdaisap- 
tion, :itiil the same \alire set on tlje omc* peki^l^dleauH^vicnily disti.-guished', .ind 
incut, ami the saine, woriki nsed ln’.d®-' Ch< 4 ^(l'rriunijdtilht«ttlrencc into .leru- 
fence of ihe woman ; and all, this in, the ^sklem# whic^ W fixed b- the neat 
piescmx- of many < if the same persons; , ifcty, j[Jolm »ir, sect, exhi.) mast 
111) vhiih impiohableptiriieulai-smu'st'Jbe' bdw'bcen day of the vu'ek, 

admitted, if the 3 'Oiics be consider^ as yurerfe^dij^#. fkvrt’fure, I'as on 
diibiciir — But, slier all, loan asbort, before, when the 

notliiiip conlidemly ; fi-r there is uo i^- siiJwaili 

j)(i>»sibtlity in tfie thing tttkon either '^ay. ' 'qf sfahenard.\ 

h In ihe luiU e qf Simn i/f^tepeff] It is | cannot take upon^me absolutely to dc- 
not to be thpugh^.hat,|lia wasnowa/e^ier; whe^lfor tlie word aripx*); sigm* 

for in this he '.'dvld not hayebeien ojyfmeat wau'^b^ ttr/umfe 

sirred to'fivpfn a wwn^n^(.^oi}Wtb«’;«id ^i 5 a(a^[i®^^^ andT.. Cappell^ 
Jew4 ha\ecdmte to auienteff;4tp®^ntaivsiM|seist);''oe w^^^^fl(j 3 ^eGIblius ErtO!- 
hib. hoiKHf . but either h& was once nlep^, thmfc) f0>'«wi»t7ii;,'4!iid f«- 

und bad b& n cuied by Jesus, m elke the feitito. tbe jpn^dolar part of the fi.agrant 
naiuo was given to the fadulyrds some sbrnb hfttdtui of 'mbieMliftotw^ntf’/if was 
consideiable penfFon ia-tt had been fuc* made* O^ee l^lin. Nat HHt. lib. xn. cap, 
mei'ly a leper. . - the latter be the ineaning of it, 

<' When this feas|;,was maded Though is S^id of great. value must jlw- 

Mattbew and Mark iclate the story," tijy.'odr falling it unadulterated. 



"0^ Judas cond^}tm it winn^asmable 

ti€l\ or shook the ptjf fumed Wi^-vrtioh was in itoir*iw >«dd {as 
if, that it might he th^e l>ett^lSqqifi«d, andflpw 

Easier,® sha came^ b^lrind and Jesus, 'jmi/wiped^hiff 

ptUKikd out the ffi^iiter part oijt tm hi^ ,^if.: 

i,.* /■« sat at meal, and anointed Mif «||tj^uh 1 hT»fc" ■ 

With the reiiiaitider ; and, wheu md dque of the ointment— 
this, she, like theJumible peq^jtentmputiiWd^- 
bpve, (Lukevii, ;i^v 

feet with the long &|^ng !ir^9U * 0 / , A«’ ‘ hafr ; 
and the whole house ms Jifki pith, (4^ /rag^W 
and delicious oc^r : , \>A.v 

Ij^i. t some that were mas^ wUh iawardi ii^ha^ttreith ^^(Sle^reTire 
what apjMiared to them had mdig- 

jaince 5 and saift witltA law 4 uMoo tn ,t(04 otlitar, teW'wiiiim them- 
S^thw mstx the AtWent «D#l "i,'*ti;i“*.«e ffi 
such this neb Wsam ppured out <«i,tnie»tmade ? And 

, to 8o!^«t^porii0l|fi? 4nd Wm s^cretk;wur- %y murmuied 
mured <(^mst W|%d coUld hacti^ refny nifripm 1 

rebuking her. for it. . One <f hU,^ipks there- John ^jcii. 4, 

‘ fore, Judas Iseariot, iherMSSi of Theusmthoneofhis 

that wretched person ufJh,:ms ahut to ktrav 
him, as if he knew not bow, tot Jbear , such, waste, ^liich sht>uid betray 
expressed a peci^liar ^pd .siiiid aJoud, him, 

•« Why was lud. fdwfiwk arntrntiO'sQmirk ^at 
deal of money : for it mast bare been wonb 
[even] more , than, thi^, htin4fed:Jpi^cej^ tfnd [AfA^K, more than] 
thus It might have the relief of 

, many, if .the price of : it*SiWiye^o^<W/?- fi? the 
poor ? This would surely bttve. heen approved Mask xi v. 5.— l 
of by our Master^ aa a much .)i$fiaer^ and better 
way of disposing 9 f.it, it 


<* JKmng brotif Ui«i% or; 4 ; jfIXr 99”, JiiHf. xii. t.j and Mat. 

^hoofc the jperfuni(?d bal$^^ ^Rj,’^Sir xaw. W.-i-Soide have thought Judaa. 
Kflfi^a' Knatbhb'ull add'Br.' Wp the son of that Simon in 

eiftiatatn ^bat ruV?0t'4«^idoevaeti^^$ wbvke ko/ufifS tbe feaxt was made ; but the 
ty that she Me Danila was la common, that it cannot be 

think an <^luded wMh any certainty, 

only that she shook moTh? <oyre^^’« tfyus tkrw buadretl jtence.] It is 

coagulated pada, pf the xicb «hf to ^k#to«ml|«red'tilat th^e were Roman 

bring ittosuch arii^^hf ,ibatH^^% ^Cd; abd <me(|i)ently ami^ptcd to 
bfrjltto.pour.Qiitv.yetl^nstp'f^,'^^ olbe ^buAdsi^ seven shrwbifjj^' end .six- 
t|^ Original 80 «aiu,in%ap»l^ pdodei th^ekpMon ooJy ndimateo a 

tbk . 7 ^. U al- the valnrhy a round 

. ‘t-do^^mufWia^hee^Xer^ Wbe^ three hnindred dei^rii 

.tiler UM^iatea, to ^roij^h oierel UMUgb the correkpondent tahie 

not ^Mi/djr.ba said f aihiXoH is well with ua f^tso)} pt if we should 883% 
kpojvo that the, plural, niuit^er insome^ ,011 ^ like' obeasioOr, It must baie beca^ 
put for w siu$idBt. See Geo. vorthabbve'ten.^^dds. 



but Jesus jmtilks md mrmends.hct contlucL ' 

ofl? riie ipin^oitt ■cfitertainmoiit of a few 
PWTjbSto&te wtwates. .wr4/, mt bmm he at ext 

SJ a thiiff* W hi(<f ai) re^irded the ,^r, but becim^ Ae «W, Wtr, 
tie tMrfl all IHs pretended* piOty and ^1, a vm 

, whatwaspuftha^o. ^jg kept the hug which'COff- *’ 

.tained «W Httte atopk, iirnd fflrrtfd 
■' put into he thiooght if so large a suin had 
come in just be|i$re^)ie wcht^Vitb it, (which he 
, was tiow preparing td ai*ctoid thus have 

^1*4 ^ Ba^^pWtonity o| himself. ■ 

, , of Judas, and 

" , |)d^?ttjg‘th^dt]N<^ We^^nctly joining with 

W 't®^AS# 0 T^’ arid ^feharitahle censure, 
stood”/, i” notice of that vile principle ^ 
them, Why fr&uWe fifom wl»dh lie' TOW [i#] proceeded, in him, 
ye the woman? [1^ dirceted^is diaddurse to h)s discipies, and-vcid/o 
(&*• j»» give spttefMii'fe al^unsa. 


wolk upon 'hfcl gOOdiVOT»/l«^^ 


. , o - ^ , ^>^hos€f pteiiy and 

yviinKXiv. 6. Jotfio fri^hUship bat^’had SO'wng-wi expterience^ 

’ whfttshe is about \ for what she 

has Bo^ pfifmnefl h c good work, and she de- 
serves to be cotnniendw for the great respect 
ij Foryehave^he ^he bAs been sbcwirtg towards me. For toll 
iTd ••>«* *«» begft'juggested now in favour of the , 

Will, ye may doth<iib pdop, ^ouf^^mesi dwi^s mth ^cu,’ and pro- 
good.] bw me yo vidence w8l con^ittudKy ’SQ'ofder it, that some 
fauw Sr. ?! jX compassioribte ci^ectsi^all be still among you, 
XIL aj ' that whenmer ^U pdids^t^ yo% map have an op- 
portunity do (hem jgtmi but me you have not 

niwaps with vtrti; 'for f am soon to leave you, 
and to be paced' beyond the reach of }our 


John XU.— 7. bindHegS, '^‘And indeed rpyjdepartare out of the 
Sainst the day of 

'ia cr^ nnow »lk]M><aDifK Wne»%or><- frt ffiiu !ir>tinn 


my burym* hathaha tO this action 

kept this. ” of friCTd wl^b:you are ready to 

condemn,; f ism^m » tbati she has resemd this 
ointment for tmwy of ws^burml; ‘ And, 4J«iit 


Cnmed rahal was put into, it] ^ho‘ S|^''of it and manago it'? 

learned Eisner (I suppose t.Q. pv^id the and thereforti/I choose not to fol* 

seeming tautology) wQid4, tender ‘s®*S2' ?*^*J*?*^ version,’ since- •6'«r«^r n^ver 

^i¥, hetojkamp, or emrird ^ Jtliati ^ iAignlHehi^iV'V'l^^Wtftivatcly, which 
ior hia oi^‘a$f, wha^ wa^ puVmto tlK ''i^tdhavibbe;en eapies$cdbyivoff{)iira7o, 
^urse or W He rrfera to^iMm ax. 0, w it'is Acta v. 2. 
nndlUatijj. )], vii'i. aalvs^c^iir . *5iei<u/aw«<dtAM/orl^eda^ 


such a use of Uito which he adSTotliieBV Mr. V^ftton {fa fas V&w of the 

from Polybius, AthbiuEus, and other good Harmony, p. 142) &faks this ii‘hs if our 
authors. (Elsn. Ohserv. Vol.'l. jh 333.) tord had said, She has spent but a lit-. 
But the ineaolug here maybe, that he tie of this oiotmenti a6w; but ha-, re- 
had not only the keeping of the bog at ** served the main part hf it to ptfur upon 
time, but that It flisfas staled of- * my head some days hence, ahich sbali 



m 


If shall be memorial of her. 


»KCT. knowing whether she may hftveBan-iopportunity M s. 

c*Lv. of assisting in those last omehi, me hus now done 

she could ; /or in that she hits poured out that she hath pouc^ 
fov fi thiit ointment on/ my body, she has m Banner thw ointment nn my 
, ■ before tbe tufte this to aw>i«r»x^ td=«ni- 

balm imj body for the burial; ijo that? you may my body to the bury- 
aluK^t look upon k as a wo^k of piety and love inff. '[Mat. xxvi. 

^ to a dead fiieiid,;'Where a"geOeroiia«)teart wdl 
9not be sparing. vA#, on the whole, though ® 
you have .such hard thought^ii' of what she^iias gospel shall be 
been doing,' it ahajl ‘tud finally turn to preached througimut 

proach Or d^ag^i^ut asr*. piously a<!cept'it, 

■ 60 / assuredly se^ vitto ym,, Th^ „„nji,itiidono shall 

, this gospel of mine is preathedt itnd it in time be T»p6keii uf for a 
shall liayeita triumph oneri^ewhol^ mYldy this n'r* 

very action also whwk this pio.hit, and aiff«ctiboat« ^ ‘ ' ’ ' ' ^ 

woman has mw ^^rjormedi shatl be mis^rted 4tt' ^ 
the H^ory of d^life, and kit spoken ^ WitAvho- , 

Hour fora memtn^lof friendship and^aSec-"'' 
tion to me; so that her name shaft he embalmed 
Sn such a manner, as to be fragrant 

than the perfume which she has poured forth 
on mv head and , my, feet. ,{(^>ptnpare^EccIes. ' # 

vii. l") , " 

. < Now these thinoMi passed at a hobltG ett^erte-; ^ . 
ment: a great mumuie of the Jeios Huryon, ,SS;V„c“ 
wbohadbeendabiouS'jfii^ethlifJesorwomd come that he «as xhtico: 
opto the passover or. /Compare John xi. 56, «"** 

§ csii.) quickly got anrf 

that he was there m‘ Uethaby ; md they earn see ' Lazari's also, 
thither in crowds from Jcrusaleib, fnd that in- ^homhe had rais.d 
deed not only on eumifni of had been 

retired for same tii^^bt^^so out ef curiosity^ 
that they might si>e flMsaifWi %dtmii \h^ ka4 lately 
raised Jrm ii^ appeared pub- 

licly with 

I® Biif the Mhcr it\&\\i%t:Ys of I'J But the dutf 


being afl(>d,with the odour of it: 7»ot u# 

S y, the predicuuu which Mr. Wliis- 

n aupposek our Lord uUpr i;j quite 
tdSmgr soeia l^twspeak Its 

tilyn l^coin^bafamcntr iu a manner ivbich 
hk uvjweff voftid.bave stooped to. 

* <Vho w># appeared publicly with 
him.] Pfjj^nps, an^ so eviraoi'dinarv u 
sci'ica of pruTidcnces ns fazanis had pas- 
sed thpnigbt' It^ inight choose to spend 
pome ti ipe in reti mne iic a lul o ytraord ma r ^ 
devotion i fta^ltes natural to suppose he 


John 
2 ( 11 . 9 



“ be so near ' my djpaUr/'tliat' iii’ . _ ^ 

“ consideied ns a ^hnl 
But bvsidefc die . general iresisons^ 
believing the^ -action repeated,, ■.*Wp‘ 
hfiye been m^ioned in pikp's, it'is^nn* 
natunl^^uppnse ttu^^jA the transport 
of her and gratitude,' 'she tyovtld use 
this Jilw management of, keeping bark 
nui^ that was in the vessel ; or that if she 
.1 obn noultf have mentioned the q uan- 
tiiy she tjok, which was ntMtay to Jus pi^- 
^ Jfose, or have taken notice of the rnom's 



t!a 


' 'i . 'i ' 


led <>ti with 

a» they-had ^fiisdy 

M tbs^idj^tkof Jesuffe^ 

• ; , 7 pif6$ecution bjr pn^- : 

liBecau^ifthatby assafl^iio»:.\M />r fchoy^ well knew thatli 

deiefti^l jthem, and went aiwy 

.... . 4iJ«./. PAJilujUti i l.. jirAMMitJiaii / trtinA a/V rkAUrOit 


way, and believed on • 
Jesu^ ' ltd' 



SO power- 
(^fidence of so 
_ ey mievied m Je^ 

wandc-w^db bfJbis power 

afraid lest 




We see how Haapil4^#y .;^rO?ed by ^t the feet 

of Jesvs, ana^hafeey 1 c^ib^^.|ftV;e of fiertoing chpi^ the 
better part -||diipy^trteta^ 3 S, let* 4 #?-witli 

humble has given ^*'* 

us that and eteryv:t£%^g>^6lsef^^^he;,^l^)y out her choic- 
est ointment on tru^ 

more fra^myt thin' t 3 .) How , 
does her gendrous>low'«i»fi^^se wha;gra^ge every expeoce 
in the cause of Chritti At v'! AA ‘ ^ ' . 

When we /H>d4 it were, 

anointing 15150:^ a service 

far more accejj'tahle ihan 'kind could in itself 

be. Let us remember ^, m S^^ppor al^m u>itk us ; v«-. s 
and *l‘at they are peirtSitted to<c^ii}^0>f9oeg us, that we^way 
do them ^iwdwtowFdr ,«?tfje& Ms to imagine, 

that what we so spend is /fcet\aft who wot^ld not share 4_g 

in the guilt and punishtnrn^'^f vtje hypocrisy 
of making a preteihled. Govern ?P' 

portunity of enriching than which 

nothing can be more infatn^^, 

to mingle the consuming cuwe %hh5pu»^<wd almigh^^ ^ 5 oa 
with aU that a man pb&esaes, ' "i .fej- 

The Pharisees conspired to iS^^®||irw^pWhat a mixttire jo 
was this of cruelty and foHy 1 ,’^®&yw«s *hhr tfitnei or what 
could thdr hdpe be^ , ^hii^tf^^ifMisdutd hot Christ have 
dclivei(!^/hini ? pr frl|^>hjiV|iS|oau^ t^ajh have re- 

oiMled hii|i 7 Yet who 

hate and peratecuje/btheiii^^^lor > of t|io Re- 

deemer’s vietd^, and |^jj;ace. ' A . A " 

trould citdsavo\ir tn avoid the^ ini})otta'' would bo pressio^ k^.upl^ him, perhaps 
aity of ccowdv, who out bf curioaity ,joth sbtnu impertinent inquiries. 



JesuSi 


i^,y But let not BlSrservetlU:|eii^i iSe6^, ftedeemr>^ 
X^rd of JiD^H is hit mmm^imr. . Hi* 
an<l the4w # 0(1 boor is aptt^bltig^fekilrbtcsb hi* 
"f* enemies #itoll be fo tomilil ‘ • 

f ' ' f(» ewfr $ecure^ onij* M 
by thern.^ 





the 
Wi 
Ip^b'wer 
friends^linp’^be,^ 
l^tit ^mjbeio^ 



«'<' 'J’v' 


SECT. 

qxLVi, 



4iV/) Met Jeatis HW b«^'h>SwSb^ 

io the 

tb»*^ M the 

nis journey, with '. 0 % disc. 

, . drexo nigh to 

Btth^e and^ 

. ^ boundak'ie.^ o^ ift 
. " of the mtidni ef \ 
of thfi city, MfiJt 
for his sujfetihgs 
«oked tliiij hfe n 
to Jerusalem^ si 
2 Saying t&‘ tkedt, . 
which lies yblidej*'' 
mediately t as sc^n 
shaft there ■ j^nif 
d6br, and a jTOi 
oft mjmfi, u 

■teal, and ^ 
or concern abobf tfce | 

S jto] AlVA^ /dj 

^ IVcri come to 
As Betfiany wssl^ttEio'ilis' 

' lidfdsetout, •4ms||«yf; 
ijHWe two )>lace« rf'ii^t' h 
, ht«04eWas^ift|fil^f<l 

^ . A||^> (' ^ 


a$^S colt. Mat. 
^-*#^Jobn XII. 

^U'., .e 

^ .iawc to pass,! 

tk« next 
' ‘ when they 
"■^“lsAr;tifg!K' ti’rtto' Je- 
ftleiir, and sere 
to Betffphage 
^^ IVethanyj uti-' 
' monbt of 
then sent 
OWfof his] di^- 

0Qtefhies.flf»BKXM. 
hu^|B XrX, C9 . John 
X lt. 13.X5 
*'''•‘8 Sa^hf tintO 
i.O^Wway] 
tboSIIInge Over- 
yon; end 
straightwiiy [as soOu 
c as ye h« i|^|tafed in- 
,to ktl ye sllall find 
^M/abd ii 
' oftlt (fteflj «itb her, 
"' I wHeveun ne\er man 
yeti sat;3 
pme tfnm.l and 
'^'britt 9 [Lteh 4 arm hr* 
th«ljr]uato me. [Mark 
XI. 8. Li^kg XIX. 
i96.] 


pfhbable there were two 
lta]|ne ttaine wttbia a mile 
;pea 3 it in moc^timre na- 
that the Uflp^'' 6 f Ce- 
extitiid to ifb'^ount pf^ 
^hn boui^' 

’ j-wbiA ws part ol 
'* 1 ( 0 ; and: ^cached 


ly^s jouihiejfjjli^ bqr efpbt' from ofOh^es to the i^alth of 

distant from, tb^ dfty. /Cow- the ciiyi lightibot, Harmm. K. r, 

%HW: ^ 1^) Bnt ^2, amj WbHby on .\Wrk iif. l. 



set^ inw i^hir^fm^das m's colt. 



iaij uata ] 

my i 

tume,, tiiuft v!^ lesta$ thej[ar4 ««» nhd of hip: 

Is re|fMto t^^WtliOrity of my name «nti 

him:] antt imutitdktdy tend him hkhet 



Luke 
XIX. yj 


^ , ^mioB of aocusatioiKor sandal 
Mm XI. 4. .M' on this 

ttbediwipkl]0k, ^|fal^|if(fesuiifei^i^tHo‘debat^.’thi^^^ ■ * 

ortehchad grivelt them: but prc. 

{i OK*. evenaalSli^ Sicily Wmi mirv^, i^d/ound^jml as he had 
Mid ante , them J tke^iS^l with itailam tied abroad 

flnlt ti»«l h-u t‘h« lln<ir . 'it*', '^i. O a i . • ■’ I 1 * 

ph stood ui a very 
of ,viJiage* ^here 

> Ma V f^fL*^$;^fft^yftanded^the)7iy 

«i uu*.] tM/^. “ *'^ *>•* 

XXI. «. U« XIX, tbw aw*jr. „,. 

And**« mv V ordered it, eiFectua|ly to prevent any 

iooLgibeS,tI^^ i;4fi|ctioii -the owners. of it 

taia of them umt wM oettf ttt hai|]^, with several other persons. 

Iw^r. SlSir (^'Himihat stood by tkejea^ and par- 

«□«, h ihm, What 

.v€?j Why loose yii are ^duilaik^ tfier^t Wm da ;y0u offer to untie 
the colt? Um XI. which yod ki|oiiw,n'one of your own ? 

Miint xi 6.' 'And e^ as Jesus had order- 

they ahi^ unto tteiih fd, Wo mean horii^tiVy tb‘you, or to the colt ; 
tveA as Jesus haf j^g^ts tfe MeisetigeF of the blessed God, 
u.Ti.Mhf*>.«!j^S the ^t'iSirrf ani,P^^«K 0 f,a«, k* need of 
iim:] and they ,wpu|d h(^^|npT'ibr ^ little while, 

to n<fe ohAracter is too 

well HnoWh^Wgiy^you ady reason to fear you 
'thl^ by y^r f^diness to accora- 


shall lose any ^ 
modatd him in tl^i 


stpicc. Aiid on this 


ha as he had 'W'^^oatlytA. preheat any eUitnour 

exact koQi^^ge whictt atili^ OK'rsa4^99%l' j^flmps bad .not^the 

•f so luaikv J^hlO and mo^l^tidtptts oftm Muta hap'icn^ to be by, 

particulaifi^'iiliiist tui^efy i«fjj#ess.',.ilm Lukv expressly menuoned 

uiiids.ofiM or modem 

rttsI)li$hthe’fsHhl^>ii^Jdl|ft(rh^ i^d4rf«(;Tepu^. so®o ocoasiou 

obseprablatJbet’wmKsiimfflbitt^^^ (wrawiaff’irB 4!m the an)bj](uir> nf 

red 8 little befeUA his ^^tb, the wonlSk,' J'he ImO, hat need oj'Athi. Its 

sidired II) this view, ‘'have -id pjEt0hUar brih^ a weak aod coutemptiblo cavil 
bfiaoty. Coqi^llre Mht. Jt*yi. 3t— 3J'j^ Xhuid )r'nt have prevented thoir ii!>in^ u, 
Maik vLv, 15, Id} and Luke sorii. 10 — 13' 9& ue karD by abundant rxpcnuu i. 



582 The colt zV brought, and Jesus rMes in triumph td ihe city, 

SECT, they ^ere thoroa^bly satusledj^tMi let 
ocivi* away with it ** ^ , * > 

^ J»J thus (My irvu^At Me ctffc to /««M, »«f 
the ass^ itb dam went with 


It j andf w tliQ^ bad ^ 

)le) they S^eW tkeir tbeir giannenui £o«i 


Mat 
XXL 4 


iietthi^r ot them aiiy saddle) they S^rew their tbeir garments {ok 
loose mantles upon the backs ef /Acjpbotb, that th«n ,J puKv, and 
Jesus might take his choice wbicli he would ^ 
ride, and might ait the more easily and decent- u** XIX. 35 ] 
ly oil either andifi he chose the coltv tbooffh 
(da was iiist now said,) it had never been Ifroke 
01 backed before, they set Jem thereon.^ 

8 J 7 id mam, [even] a pery great multitude, 8 And many [«« 
wno now suriounifed him, oeiwia/ 0» theytupif “s he 

tfsj,* [and] uenl on to the city, ifl token of iat on the 

respect to him, spiead their mantles n Upemy, yonngaks.awi) «fnt 
tbit be oiigbt rule m upon one commwld car- 
pet *, and others 0t down httle branches mm the other? cut do»a 
tret si that stofAby the side of the md, andylmmcheg (from] ofl 
gathered fltwm *i«!h gtenr near«, nnrfWrew 
td them in the way, accurumg to the asuaieos** xxi s 

tom of expressing the public joy o*f the ariival tesn xix. "t 
ot an> illustrious ptlpae* ’{Compare I Mac. 
xiii ^1, and 2 Maci x 7 ) ^ ^ 

Nm all this was dme^ and permitted by Je- Mat xxi 4 All 
site, m what was prtmbewedyrf oW XjS LImm 

the iVlessiah might be fplhllfid in him * and that was spoken by 

by lliH occurrence i<^|p5^fAd1iteraHyfltr(Uttp/wA- the prophet sajiur, 
ed fihuh rtas spoken Sy the prophet Zecbariab,s 


«» Ttiif fei then ep 1 If ^Itsc piniral nUtt|b«r,) unphes no more than 

neic n )t (as ihcv f oisibly ro«h| be) the setUng him opbn thd liisbtles thrown on 
acqua nUnce of Chri'.t, they ertSlIy thSt whjeb be made choice of and i>t no 
iQt.et with h<oi at lerhsiM, if they had mumatlon of his ruling upon both 
a iniiid t inqime aite# the Ojd ^ootti * A* ht tafen ihejfhvngass ] Jthn sa\-s, 
(r th**! might IMB left SCCordiqgikF jheir pS^hehtS/omda ycun^ ass, 

diiestiou ht sortie hoitte m the c.ti, or hf lUn'm but as the larger accomts 
ho sent bat k by some isf oor 1 lirt’K#* by the other evangelists in a jtrest 
tendant«, tliough the e\an«hstR do W svperiedo this, 1 «ould onlv 

.les( end te such mln^ WgiiWiUrs — hth® in a pert .»f that clause bore , thouyh 
7 li i< IS no Tppeami^ ” ^ wholf of this work I am <is careful 

tending to she f hiS so^Migoty possible to omit no one circnttistanci 

ffrring the pioperty of these Oisp;^^ t^Atapy of the acred writers mention 
and thiiugh no donbt he {wd a-power to f jk’mfkt wfuetnlly seempli- hed i»htef 
do It, hi* ii ual prodciice weald j^dhi^y wa yxAen, &c 1 I shall not enter on a 
direct him to wave it at a tmie wheijl^ paHietilar dtufl of the rewolipt whu h in- 
inaii) eves »m* upm bisi lor eeil duce^pietp bahete that the Jirophecy ot 
^ TAew Sfl JesHt /Aer^st As »U the -^eeftw^'is bote looted hccordrtg to ifc, 
evangetohntMhtthewspm expressly prinWn ml lrte|« sonrt, but content 
rf his rnhdtf on the coll, ofhM ’Uatthrh mvself referring the readi r to Bis- 
6a\ ft of i^h^ng them boA bo Jesus, and hop Cbai^ler’e Demnce of ( hristt mitv , 
puttiagbn them tlwir clothes, and sfettimc p (17, and Mr BuHoek s V mdiQd* 
him tttetPoiT, (though « bespoken in iht tiou, p 175, 176 



What Zechariah prophmed was thus fulfilled. 

{«s it iff 
: XH. 

Tell ve * ttie 


28S 

r &ymg(4is Uds Zech. ix. 9.) ** spot. 

[johnXh.*-^4.]^^^ t( the daughter lejoice gfeatly, and 


5 Tell ye the ^ v — , , 

daughter of Sj««i, ^ shout, O daughter, or inhabitant, of J^erusa- 
irearnoti] behold, “ Icijte and Jeav not any of thkie enemies: for xxi! i 

P‘‘'’^SP amaaement % 

Mitmg upon an ass. ‘ greairKpecM Messiah, cometh unto tkee^ 
and a colt the foal “ meeX', ihid naFing salvation ; and, in tolceii 
ofanuss, tt of the gefijtloness of hb adpiinistration, and 

hb struct ^seVvance Divine he 
<< sl^U make hia public diitrance into thy city, 

« not as othAr princes aftect jo appear, in a 
<« pr6nd tnumphal^hatiot, or rklingcm a state- 
ly man^lgvd ihil^> decked with a variety of 
splendid'‘ ofrauncnts, and attemied with a , 

** pompods cavalcade; but he shall appear like 
one ai thine ancient patriarchs or judges, in 
** ' theeayitesrand hostages of thy commonwealth, 

£i ‘“'lijiftall come upon 

hch though it had 

_ii t._ r? • . 


^ upm m as$i yeu 

'** fl coti, the foal (fan ass, vm ^ 

never beendiacked before, shall in his mira- 
** culous Imds be tractable and gentle/’ 

_ , , iVba? it is to be observed, that apostles and. Jofcn 

.loud notT/ disci- disciples did not undcrimd these things 
pits at thp iiut bi)t fn/, nor recollect the correspondence between 
vheii jesub was. ^lo- t|jg precfidnig prophecy and the event; but when 
Jesus ms raised from "the dead, and glorified at 
the right-hand of the Ffpsher, from whence he 


XII. 16. 


h Ills Strict obscuanceof UieDiiiue matter of promise in the days of Oio 
hw.] 'iht> teamed aid n^eoiout. £<vb>p^ Mes^iahi Ho*, i. 7; Mic, v. 10, II; and 
.''Iicri .ok has sit ihii. fact m a most just Zidch. ix. 10— It is thefcfure with great 
and beaiitiiul light, in hu Fourth Uts- propOffty^Mtbst Cbri8wn.bis most pub- 
si itaiiuii annexed to the last (dit|OQ ibf in; triuhjipb oho^, according tu the pro- 
Ills l‘i'Coursfc on Piophecy. (Jod, that phecy Wi»fei|w.'to»<rft offwo r.— ^orulo 
lu nii^iit keep the people of tstapl 119 a me ^jlKaglilia tl^e waff an\ thing mean 
uioic siusililc (Jiptiidcaco un himtiell^ «nd rimcdloua'' id it; for the eastfin 
forbade the use o* that strong, genero^i^ fftfe^iinttcblargejrand inoio beautu 
uud iii.ijLsnc animal thehoise, ( lob vxxiff, fu|%ipimal than ouis ; and it pt iiiily ap- 
1“ -'2f ) inthtir ainuis as also of cbff- p4an», the and Judges of the 

nuts Deut. \\u 1 . (t ompare Josh ni, JOwi^na^Aan tK^igbt It no dis,;iaceto 
(t';Jml„es\ !!>,) Da\ id thvrefi're, who theniy^of uhu'h Aliiiiham, 

rode liiuiself on a mule, and ordered {Gnl^Xni. 5.) Mos»ff, iK\od. iv. 'iO.) 
Solomon to do soon his eoapnatioii-day, and Jah’ff, family. (Judges x 4.) are m- 
(1 Kings 1. 93, b^,} burnt the tharfotj. a^|ces. *Kffy,jnH^'-ttah9arcspiLeu of 
he took from the uiemn^i, nnd l^beg^erffldesciiptioQ of tho^e that 

strung their horses Ui make them wifli *8WoiStw//ifc(ur«. Judges w. 111. ((’oin- 
forwar. (2 Sam. riii. 4.J And afters pfMrc xxiii 2], 2 S.un xm. 2, 

> ards, whin Solomon ft Kings K iO, ii^ 2o) So that all the ndi- 

and succeeding pi luces tnaUiphffdhorffO^, cole uliiob bffs fbl'en on this passage 
th< \ utie aebiilCLd by the prppbet^^ and must, to speik with all iK^ible chintz 
4 ha<!tiscd by tind tor it. (See Isa. ii. be retorted n the igdoranoe ot those who 
p, T; \x\i. Ij and Hos. xiv. 3 ) And bffve taken upon them to ctnsuie what 
Ih' of tht.ni i*- spjkdi of as they did not understand. 



§84 


Much people from the c% come to mte$ hitni 

sicT. sent clown his Spirit to ihStrotiLtbaD intbemys- iwieni. 

*Mvi. tenesofhis word and kinj^o’in, th€n tkej/ «- 
'“T^ membered Jthat these things were Written con- hini, anti ^ thty 
XXL H cernimhimz& theMessift^; <md [MaQ they had done these thmg 
done tnnc things unto kimf withb^ny desigfti- 
ed reference to the prophecy, wbt^at tlic time 
of Its accomplisbitient they aid irot^so much as 
think of. , ' 

Lttite And when he jihth home nigh to the city, [and xix. 37 . 
MY/0 '7?ow at the lower part the descent of the 
mount of Olives, wl)ich lay, as was said before, attht decent of the 
to the east of Jerusalem, ana ^ but a few fur- »oafit o* ohv 
longs from it, Agmi muUiMe ^ 

were come from Galilee and otbfer parts do cele- ware come to iht' 
hrate the feast of the" pa'^ioycr, hdpMg heaiil, feast, when they 
by some who had rdu before the of the 
company, that Jesus was coming; in tigs sofemn * 

pomp to Jerukkm, immediately testified to gb 
' I 3 and usher him in^th all possible respect: And ^3 Took branehes' 
accordingly the* took j>ro!i,^f paM^trdi, iirloTr.o 
wliloh were cointeodly carried oefere those jwho him, and cned, iio- 
rode in public triumph, afid Went forth to meet •inns, hlessird u the 
him, and cried, Jtosemnat May God aave and J”!?, IlL^ 

prosper him ! ‘ Blessed [^e] ike Kmg af Israel, |,f the Lord. 
who comes in the ndnW; Ijy the authority, of 
the Lord our God, w redeem us, and ib rule ' « 

over us, (CompmtiPfial, cxviii, 126, 86.) 
n Now as hb rode alpng th all this pomp, the i7 The peopu 

people xvho were wfih htih\ whpn he ctdled Za- ''J® 

zarux out o/his grave, and W that almighty out ot 

voice, raised him from deal, among whom htegra\e and raised 

he had lain part of four dnyhj jestijm (iVJ to from the dead, 
the strangers w^o wefA,.cdme ‘up qut of th6 ® 
country, and told |benl a glg^s miracle 
1 8 they had been eye-witnesses to. yM\ for this * ® 
cauWy among others, and^in^ed (^th a peculiar " tllly 

regard to this, thS met him rrom the that he had 

city in the mhiiner Whii^.&s been described d«>en»ii miracle, 
above ; because they heard 0fat he hyddot^p this 

'fiotannakf Majr Odd fhetbaias mentioned in the pteceding 

pei him ! I I shppote fBa^reedeie^newl^ veHe, xi^ )S.) etioutd be the rea- 
bdritaf(Mrmcdttiattbo]i|jl||hro<^ f;;diiSiiW^^ Ii^t^arsthcu 

annah, b)gnifh.s ffaic^ uyJesNr^ thW. from (Sad k k y«iy metenal to 

^ JKbw the people smCPtsm vUk Shk'l^ Obeert* that av [lAet^/wej ih Borne- 

,li is impoftpble that* kleir net tndeir- iiilMS efttlhl alcAssersente, soasto an- 
-Itauding tho^wopbecy 2ocha^mh new, swi>r to feSit} or f ton] m out language 
or recollecting It afterflarde (ahitbare 



* .. ml cryy JIosQnnc^i io the Son ofDavii^ 




wwV’wliPj ^ wlijch in son(»^ qircDm- sect., 
stai^'es,, e^j)t^e4# which he had wrought 


[And] the 
moltitudc of Ibe^ 
ciples [thatwelitbe. 

fore, and Chat fbl- illS,\tejLUUl[)p«^». w » ■.-» 

iorrS^«id q laui voice for </// 

.. i .f.j ih^. wiiffht^i ttunrl'.f'' ftnri ario«h:ki%a miracle?*} whtch. 


\^tiiu^ of the Mscipke thi^ ^ 
' Hethauy, hot.h they Ma/, 
irti# ^ thdtfollowed after, in 
t. g^ceb$|onj began gr<?ajly to w- 


with a loud,, voice, ^ 

for all the mighty tkf^. IM 5i^lb$^0rmed 

wrtrlcK that t.loev had 


*"• - — B“«j €,**«• «w^,ov>*n-»cwAv» ^ great 

works that they had vunfe’oT oc^a?tiQns, ah^ wjjicb they now par- 

~M*«a XI. 9.-] ,c?jjt^d tf3 l^d. , [Md] ^ tto nown 

38 , P'.’ffd cried. [ t(xre.iu^J fef % e(>hcpur$e of people from 
saying, [Mofi^» to ^Of>etber,ib their triumphs. 

bJLtf [lfhe,‘L4 Wb' aUtbeiir 

the king tfaat«o^tb tq the great iliustri- 


III 


r muiiy i,U4H vtnwiur iiiuam.- 

the name o£ pie wbo. bbw. vouchsafes, tp 


highest. [Mat. XXI. ** 06 % IoDg*ex|WQtea King and 

~9 —Mark XI.— ti Soy^eJ^ or^<jrt|l’d^ jieople,^" mho now conies 
^ ** tp CL^m thq i^me]qffite 1^*41 *May'‘the most 

** ekajti^ houoj^bfe patdMpvIJVUy c 
*f pro^p^yity ^tteud'Fijni! Let tWre be peace in 
*\ a^ich variety of divine fsivours 

be ompifelised frdm thence ; awit.in neturri for 
‘^..thenj^4et ^i|d'?^^be giv^ to Gbd tn the most 
** exalts3 str^u^, .audlet^ll highest orders 
j|a«k XI. 10 , ** ahgei^i join in Ids ^mises! Blessed, and 
Blessed the king- prosperous be thqs^cxeikingdm of OUT father 
dom of our fathw ** f]}avid ) May it speedily be established, and 

'™g kingdom, 

which 1 ^ not gtnpOd QV the alarms- of war and 


Mark 


by that po^te”;jhflueube'on meu's spirits 
- which we i&w JwfeL vi'ctorip^ Over whatso- 
ever would op^O itj MqMhuoi^y.iherehrQy 
inthe highest 


a|n,and again> 


'' your”song$ and . Thus 

^ pect^i^ royal dignity, 

apfl.lriUcdoaithIp l^^ji'/roin the Roman oppres- 
i «ion ; and/ eiuboMer^d by the display of his 
power in the resurrection of J»^aarus, they fear ■ 
cd not the resentment of their present master^ 
for declaring themselves thus openly in his 
favour. 

T „ VI V 'io some of the proud and envious Pharisees, Luk^ 

And 6omt; of iins who were among the miUtitudt us spies rather " ' 



‘ dffinds fnnCtlie^tensure of the 'PkdMees, 

tsi^. than friends, much the hJgK » a. 

^vi. honours that were paidto Jlsulf end maticiousiy Ma^ 

an intent to e||^barrass and ex- ter, reB»art|hV d<i>' 
kix^*39 pose him, ^Maiterj canst tboti^e fti^&ed with ^ 

* ■ aH this noise ? or can it be eohsis&t'Wjth thy 

grew huniility to suffer itfvWby u|^ thou not 
rebuke thy dimplts for such aa^gerQ^^tcpejaAia- 
;tiona as these r Dost tfravt en- ^ 

Cdoragement to sedltt^us/s^eechei, aftd to 
'Stand b5’ the conaequenfcesV'^feich ^'ay 
them? . . • ;.' ' ' ’ ;'■/' 

40 • And Jesus, 'who was nf^deterHnoetf .io lay And h« answer, 

aside that rtove wfaichM^aejea^us A^ had ““/® 

formerly lised, ansjcered^aftd^Md^i^oyhe^j ^ if these sh(»iild 
tell ^ou, that the reason, for these acq&watJohs boia their peace, the 
is so plaioi and evidewe# of ‘ it dd .strong, 
that it must be stapi'aify to see, /lid 
great obstiaaeyiuojt' to own’ it tfiit ' ifiheee 
should be silent j "Ane inighfc^almost expi*dt that 
the very ston^ s%uld m'dkdiatSy to 

proclaim iny, (in^^om i^'^ycfa, 0 t)rf w 6 d|i eVen 
animate the stones pn such ah occasion,' i*alher 
than he woi^ld^^ffer pic to want this triupiph, 
so evidently marked out by his prepheti^* 

Jolm* Fkarise^ tl^^ torning from him with John xii. 19, 

XI L 19 envy and rage^ ^i'dld The Pharisees thpre- 

not that you sdiu iw^maimer' of adsanfaee by 
a^ your consiiltaiioihi^ apd the decrees ot^oUr ye hi»)r ye prevail no- 
sanhedrim ?' the whole world, ts 'gone thing} Behiia, th^ 
a/tei' hinif till Ke has hpWi^thfown off the mask, 
arid taken upon hito diSfebrite his pretences;' 
which, if did people thusthK in with them, must 
necessarily end in our ruin, and perliap^ In that 
of the? whole nation; ^ ‘ " ' ^ 


,:^PJ^VE&fE^’T. 

Redeemei' with 
*iding up'^ni an 

H.<tr , u v4i«,rUMj;rv<u(^u bij.wv&M/ vv UO IlleaH.S » 

ridiculous, ydt- tjs' - 

Aiat €:4actly as the eoli Yikef^l of 

ait ass: not yet tOtts'Sest form', niS^.llddrhed with any 

Mark but only ^-yred wii h the mantle's 

of'his poor attena^rits, and perhaps with not'mig better for a 
4, 7 bridle t'hah a cord^ frliich might have tied the foal at the door. 
Jyhn Let us imagine, that we saw the St>n oj God^ and the King (f 
vii. 13 /sraeL th\\'^\}rocepfhn^\oyvmhJcniMili'fnriV]d\\\epcoplem€efing 



JteJeciipns.m jChmt's irkm^ to Jerusalem. %Vt 

Mm, ap4 acfilamatiQns : Kcsannuh ! sect. 

Blessed hcht th(^^CQ7uethin ihAai^e the Lufdl J>o mi our cmi. 
heart?? syriog at the souud ?/ Do not, as it were m spirit, 
fdrtfj'wfth theiP, and join id the|r sublime, though sfmyl€,'s6tig^? ^ ^ 

'I'bus tet us welt^ome.faiaV’iW our nearta 1 L^t us echo it back ! 
Blessed be he that e^methm the ^ the Lard, with divine ^ ; 

authority, and diVineble^ngs inW hand$ f And blessed be me 
kiiigdotn he hath perpetual prosperity attend it?! 

May the north gwf ^'a iWi^ .subjeOt^j^it ; ,a«d may not 
the mith keep 1mf nations be born at 

once, and' thousands tea^rther niade willing Ji the day uf his 
power / Surely i£ these, tu^jgijnji; our %ifectionate wi^es, th.e warm 
and ZL*alous sentimeBte'Ojfj^^ hearts, it may almost be 
pfcted, that t)ie ay dut, , to accu^ise and con-‘ 

dpmn our maigratc*|fiii ^upi4ity. 

vUnhap|)y Pharise^ whO/looked m^ihese/riMWpA,? with envy 
and rhge, and grieved p&rKms, goke after , hm / Yet John 

less ur/h|ppy» had they ^ot ir him,^”’ 

those 1‘atal attempts which end^id in their, ruin hiBut who, that had 
seen the? proemtow, an^d Ji^ard th^ of the transported 

wuUitude, could ha^*e ipjagioed or Wii^vedi that Kdore the end 
of the? week thcyshehiid haw turned their^ voices against him, 
and instead of llosannafi, should haye cried out, Cruefy him ? 

Yet so it was, and it would he? so. Sucfi, is the 

uncertainty of popular applause ! Who would then, purchase it 
at the exjience pf his'cpnsprence, or everi of hk case,? 

These transports were raised b} the hd'pes of n temporal king- 
dom ; and when those hojies were disappointed, these transports 
were turped into .rage. 'Oh that inhere may l^e npne, under ail 
the engagements of a Christian, andjeyen \3ti ^ministerial pro- 
fession, who proclaim Christ mtia great ^)pe<^aace.of s^al, on- 
ly that they may exalt themselves w»H^ prosfierity to his 
kingdom, only as it'^^pay promote, feeir'oujh. interest in a world, 
from which it was tim great d!eki|(n of bis !death to. redeem bis 
servants. 4’?. 


sfCT.>3&,v^; ''.fV, . 

^ ^ , V- ' '' 

Christ having wept eioir Jerusdlem, enters inlb it, and vindicates 
the temple a second time from the profanation 'of the traders. 
Mat. XXI. 10—16 ; Mark XL I'l : Luke XIX. 41, to the end. 

Uke XIX. 41. 

AN'i) when he was ^JpHUS oiif Lord went on in his triumphant 
coinc nearr be progress towards Jerusalem ; and when he 
was conic near it, and had now the vii*w ol' it 
before him, (the place wdierc he was command- 



£ 5 $ Jejdsts weeps (^JtirmkmK ^ 

swt, iug an e^ttensivc prwweat o< iA hholiine tp »?** 

cxtwi i;i(u irt all its present beauty anaglory, ana con* 0 

tl\e calamvties whidh wQUifd sbortiK 
r»imt h nept over Piping, Oh ♦J'*^******^'*- 


Mi^ th» kt4st knvm^ ut^tiUipi^ city^ ^SSS© 

which hrt now on the very p^t of de^^P tib 
ted to final (iestrurtion: Oli^ tha^; R tena^ 

obt^sed the mes^ef of ¥1 thy pr<flvm^u «y«« 
htm hut known afid iO'nonsly 
in ikis thy i<\test and opportunity of^^ee, 
the laipottam <Ai7i^ whifh Sekn^ fq (%Wac^, 
and on dfhkh Ihy final hkpplness d^^ps^l jSSitt 
nlas are hi3/r*m ^od 

wifi leave thee in hts nditeous joago^fd , 

aiOflscted ignogi^p amT ofTatfijUiite perte^mi^ 

43 tUl It end lo thtpe titter rum. 4S jor th» 4ays 

obt^id in 4 hide Me thedmiil^ ^ A 
ipe, a7^eiir a^r tfl the hardships of ^ c«st . 

the closest siege, ind in^ ^nemm ai)out thee, 

nuuieroua inhabitant thoq nel^t^r sfaalt be abte >/ 
to re$i$| nor to escape them : they u Aa4 ohdi ity 

iUjiall level thee % ^rqmd oa%®|if then ^ 


« 0 fbdit kmk^ hkmMi ^ b VSr sdMISts ^stdatpS il;, tKey lathraeday* 
taia (as «e hav« <d)S«Y¥ftff eltttvlievei latiiwti&iSed wpiva vail ot thirty mini 
on ]u;Mb« 5a»|P> tMl) fiioS th« an {ni^4Al&r«l|aCe^ with tUirt«e» 

, PSOKle « (ft |{)iB«Siiic| to 'vf rets casUte i]a OirCin]^ aodf bjr this inp«ri» 

J CQ «rrfw< Sujmh a'OC afi*^'»'a?t>^off^Buaaqy«fthe)tw8 

es, aifd;Josh Vi! V, %H%0 aoll'^Uw eaoa (Beit Jud, 

oonnooUoaJifiy J'lll v«y vettiiMf Jib/v* <f|k 1 1, 2 )-r-H«4ls^ 

IfoMrtran>k«»M,te<itfO^ d ttittitt. (Iml tad taken the 

.a kni^iedeed^t>l»lm)l|^ Sw, Ooowy lo hh *»JI» Mw tem- 

bpeafcin; «ir rcry ewfdndilod^ m* Lo«#j itfrjWi!ba#aPwf vnb fire, !»« caused 

wdl tbon'sc^eiA^'lo ydiiw in n aftfiiil both of the uwtple and 

fttctipa on the Itsnny bltiihtt np oad ioralted Vitb 

« 0 \ild baxf attond^ tbeije ^tbediMit ^ V^^ink only three ^to«ers 

S ard to bu tttviiaU(iM Mjil| iMqana-j^ Snimdt.sf 1^0 W ta be b epeciven of 
lid tu add tw iM^<ll^NMgtband gnftdetir (Bell 

vhteh saain bavo Jw> ^ !•) And 

\ eunrvatbidtpp bnttd^fihe, afinttfasda nbole Vaa feoentnUy de> 

IV would 4« la «bost dr m stao«e[d« iJMphSqnedba* tt/'oo 

which ieontedenttcsba^c Indeed WQtdil^niRtfb^ r^lntts II»sc Eetl 

tbaQrehk yrdtra aa imtSnoMnf Ifb di. eek 20*>In sborU diOacunn 

figtite of 'ipeeiGih bee Sit. ^idtitft ppalblnentor evecjr pait of Uns predic* 
Sormt \<»t 1 p IL tiou is wpcordedbJ^Jt'stphws w fo afleet- 

S thnswemm skeU^-m^mtik^ roitfid. Inf and puticalnr a nuiaiwr eepi cmUy 
&c ] lo&Lphu'- sa>a ejcp«ti$siy, that in the Bixjth Book ot bis liewUh War, 
though It vvas thoui^ht a l^aataod ‘ilmoft that t eawiQt btit u r inunend Uieperu ai 
impracticable work to enqpijop'ws the ci- of it to cilery Christian ab<i h4i> an f p 
tv wiUi a Titll, vet litiw anitivitinc ln« ptrf nh ff leili i 



He enters the c%, "iindgm folhe temple ; 
grou4a,«^tla^tiii. siMesi, end children mt kin theexxn- sRctcr 

ID tJbeeOQft Stone up- si<me up(m (mother in thee of all thy^pIeoaiQ 
on because satired stryctui^’. Jtnd all thesfe lefribie ualamfaiiyf/ 

SewbeJih thee, 

A'rtaa? and ^nsideif Mtf appointed eeascnof :, 

niercifn), visitation y nor attend to those oVei;'^ 
tures dip gracjC which I bare so often made ini 
per$o 0 to thec^ anji hav^j^I urged with so 
much seriousness ar^ tenderness. ^ i 

Mat.‘ J tXT. 10. Ai^, Jesus erUerM into Jerusalem with %KodX Mat. 
mtTjpnihaiem"Ti*d atntds't the joy ful acclamations of the 

liWi/hrUs ciillc, people; and as he made his entrance in such a 
all tne city vasmov- public 'aod remarkable way, the whnk city vSas 
pU, "avinp, Who is at so uncommon an appear- 

Kus ' [. ahk .] saying, WhJo. is this that^xomes in all this 
pomp, aptf^ia attended. with these high congra- 

11 Ami tj»c multi- tulations? the that came withll 

tilde said This IS je- 2V«> is Jesus the gt^t Prophet, who is 

!\azarah d Gaii’lel of Nazart^th in GaliU^ even lie that is so cele- 
brated all o^r the cotihtr}' for the fame of his. 
doctrine and miracles. •. . ' ’ 

12 At»* w«iit And Jesus halving come iftto the city by the 12 - • 

iriK) the b inpU* ftf alighted from the-colt, and went 

had looked round directly ivto the temple of God, whither the peo-i 
bout upon all things,] plo folfowed h,im: .a»d when hehad looked round 

made his obsen^ations upon all things 
o a. u,ui lat as he perceived those profanations Were 

again renewed which hi? bail fprmerly so so- 
lemnly chastised soon after he entered on his 
puhiio ministry, he-hegetp with a hofy indigna*- 
1 ion to animadvert upon them, ,as he had done 
three years before, md' to drive out all (hem 

• <• U’/it'n he hail looked round Qb 'Utvp(m alt ou the next day, when ' Christ retnmtd 
/.‘///fpi 1 li lb plain fiohfi this expression of from Bethany to ibe temple, after he had 
St. Mark that Jomis, when liii went into cursed the fig'^troe, I oanDoebuttup- 
the U'Diple oil the d.iy of Ills pabtio entry, po^ nith Mr. Wiilrtton, (in his'viewof 
look paiticiibr notice of dll things there ; the Hauiiony, pi'jde; 131 ,) that this oc- 
whu'h It IS hardly probable tliat he would curi^oce happeiwd'ft&'ce * and therefore 
dll Hiihuut iN’forming the ttbuset vitlv 1 have only gl^hbferev^t Matthew and 
which the Jews so shamefully pm'Bined ''1.uke relm "of this matter, retpayying , 
it , and Matthew so expressly joins his Mark’s account to' the nextttav ; (sOe ^ 
driving out the trad with the tieqsa'o- cl note*, on Mark xi. 15.) Though, after 
tiQnsof this dav, that tkowsoever itap- 'aU> idtire not bc e|aifl^nt in 'a ca^ 
pears from several ipiftanoes' that’^ tfei wln^tim cdties are somuOh, 

evangelists arc not always exaOt ii> oh- di^edrin'tlnmf^ntimenis. 
serving the order of ti&ey this highly ’^Ashe had d|il« three yean before. J 
reasonable to suppose, that..fesus purged I see no reason to’Wpuitcr at the tepetitiorr 
the temple on this dav. Yet it appears of such an action as this,' oi to imagine 
so I’vidciit fiom Mai k’s account, (ver. 12 that John \roul(l have placed this story y> 

— i 7, ) that the tradi rs acre driven out early id bifi history ab be dws. if itjiad 
\01.I/. I 



:^fK> and drives out them that bou^/il and sold there. 


se<'t. tliiii hold and bnu^hl i/i the outer-court of the 
wntmpk, Hliict. w'as a|.|winted lor tlic fJ'Mitile 
* ""'|jrosclvtC'S to worshij) id, but was made dm: of t[„e\v tiu: tables of 
bv fljc dews as it it were a common maiker- theim.m-y-chadjrnb, 
place; and with an irrf>.stible autbont) he oicr- 
ihrerV' the fables oj the erchaji/rers oj foiei^n jViA„K xi.— ii — 
tn'^neij into ilu’ ctiiieiu coin, vviiich those that Iiki. XIX 4j ] 
came fiom dMani purs, watp .to olTcr 

for the SCI \ Kc ol the sanctuary, (See Fxod. xxx. 

!'i, 1 1 ) a ndiylw'WiV ov{'i\nr\m\ the seats (f them 
i'jf/mt wld doves b'r bacnfictjs. /Ind he said to i'’ And find nn<.- 
them as he lunied tlieiii out, Such practices as 
il'» se })rofane the house of God, and bliamefully iihaii lu* tailed tiu. 
p" vert ilie Use lor whicli it was dt^signed ; for , init 

u IS u'niten, (Isa. l\i. 7 ) “ My house shall bt Jf * dhuTs/ * 

‘‘ calud an homtf of {oayer for all p'eopiti, to xix. * 0 .] 

“ which they siiiiil resoitfor the performance 
“ of reli«.'ious worship.’* but you ter Linned 
it into an house ottnerehandibc, and made it, (as 
the Prophet speaks, Jcr. vii. 11.) a den of rob-^ 
bersf* a place where tralBck is carried on hy 
peisons of the most infamous cliaracter, who 
live by deceit and <5|)pression, and piactise the 
vilest extortions, even in the hoiiNe of the n};h- 
teovis and blessed God. (Compare Jobn ii. 

14—16, § XXI. and Mark xi. 15, i7, § cl.) 

] ]. jind tiiere were many of the blind and lamef i4 Ami t? i* i.lui-' 
who had ho sooner heard of Ins anivul in the andtin i.imoiaim ty 
city but they immediately 'desired to be li-d to al|,n“‘ hVal*;!i tbni? 
the place where he was; and tl)c>. came to him 
in the temple, and he gracmubly healed them in 

thcpresMceof allthejKVe- ^ i , Ami u,. 

15 But when the chief pi tests and scribes beheld pmMi .md 


not happened then as xiell as now. (See 

John II. U— 16, Vol. 1. p. 143.) 

Soni<« have ubserved a greater seventy la 
out Lord's treatment of tho^e that suld 
doves now than belore, as he now over 
threw their -eats, whe,pess he formerly 
Contented himself with ordering the own- 
ers to take them away (John ii I6;)"'but 
I will not answer for the solidity of the 
leiuatk- 

.« li dm (if nibhtfs.] Bishop Btnall- 
brouke well observes, (in his Answer to 
Wm.l^tort, Vol, I, p. 1 68.) tfmt one Lord 
in thisevpiossion seems^to alh’de to the 
costom whirh robber< in those parts had 
»f shelti'ring theavielvei in dens and 


Caves in the wildernes<(, where Rrc.it mvl 
titiidc^ of them often joined in ilKiiiii ; 
their fdunder. 

heUindajid lame.'\ Many -lu'li houM, 
no donhl, bo waiting in the i m ml avi 
nucK of the tompic, to a<-k aim .ii a 
time wh^nn three would be <-11111 a '.i*,'. 
coiiCoiirve Of people . and tin re .sc(m'< . 
licculiAr prfl^icty ui our 1 ord’s in.ilti- 
plying these .istuiii^hin^' miiades, h<ith 
lo viodidate the extra' rdi nary act ol.i'- 
tbority hehad justjbeen per^ornii..^' and 
to make this his last vMt to Jemsal- in as 
convincing as po< 4 !iiMe, that iho^o v ho 
would nor submit to him might be Idi 
much the more inexcusable. 



' lit vinditates hi thtir Hosamatis. 391 

observed bow sect. 

dJd, anfoLwidrea chlUrfr^ mt^ Cluing out in 



befii 

li) And aald unto „„ 
him, Hfarest thou ^ 
what these f»y} And , ' . .. , 
Jesu» Raitli uoto 
them, Yea; have ye thipladi 
neiior read. Out df, j/^iJi; /j 
the inouthioC babea 
and siieklings 
lias*" perfected praised 

:qrii 


his to^ father C! ' hrstead of 
mfh 

^ jfna they snid 1 6 
if Adflr child rcrl sa^ ? 

these ml- 
language' "as this ? 

sensible 

say; nor is^ it heedful or 
, tTj| Throve tbertt fof it. Are you 
the scr^tfl^ires; you that 

t^cheifi^ tne yaw never 

ii'b^ IfeVtd Out (/ 

“ tfe hastor- 

dain^. thut’ ^»!?tV|tti[y^^by tkm hast 
** /fc/cif^bhie dwVjf«?w^, ’by^^he we|lkncss pf 
** th4 tpstfurttieiits made u'sedf ib tliyjeryice?”^?^^ 

Von cBii[i^%ufc jbaves readt^ Snd I assitre you/ 
that as';Oo(i/^'1ti£l^V|t jnsjtJiWes has used, and in 
a litrleJ* tWlUfb^ wJtP. etitin^ily use some of the 
weakest' aftd meiitbstof niaolfind to accomplish 
his great abd glorious pur po^^$; so thh event 
is a most signal illustration of tliosc words ; ami 
it is’ by a secret iudueucfi of Gpd on the minds 
of those little ones, tha^ .they arc leif^ a^ it wore, 
to" upbraid yoiir silefice mid' insensibility, ,hy 
so r«niarkabi«,ah^ suitable an'exclumation. 
ivxr XIX. 47. . 4 ^d thus Hevkis tdl thq time of the passover, *'‘^*'*' 

Aivi ii<> taiijvht daily yyhil6h was c^bratcd withiii five clays after 

rilf ,‘in.T’inicrts Inj *his,'‘ ieoMnfdai^ t» thf fempifi iut the chit/ 

'In* viribis, and the prksts^ and the scrihcS^ and o^^iers ot the rulers 


4T 


^ tut of ihe montlK^ bak'drh.^.'lToir- s Celetir-ated, vitltjn 6*e days after 
•tma which is tho phwtMl the was the day of the week, 

I'saliiubt usCk ill the ptiBsiigo here refer- orot;ir>LA>rd’s day; itt counneoiorauQn oi 
K'd to, was in eft< ct ^ u the jjoveaty rea- whush Palin-sunday was long agodeno- 
der It) tt^perfeit praite,**^) that there js ynoated, and us geretnontes increased, 
nil need to be solicitous about that little "was particular)^ oheerV^. I'lie passo- 
i. Illation 111 the quotauoq — This goni'- ver^was ccleilijrqiti^ by Chr.st on the 
i.d fibs’ ndtum of David w.is greatly iK Thur^ay-fuiglit filllowtns, and he «as 
lua'ifttrd (ly the Hosanmihsof these cbil- cnicifled on iMday, Some tMU'-actioii-. 
ill'll, .iiid \et rtuich inoie by the tn- of each inter ten ing d-K are m 

uiiiph of I 111* apostles, weak asm many the follo'^ng hutuij. 
fi 'ipi'ct^ tiicy «oic, o.ri all the oppO'«i- 
v^and >.ii ii'ilui. 



The priests icould destroy him^^f^are afrtiid of the people. 

iccT. of ihe people^ uho had hefo%«e.4^i*ee<U?is death, chieC^f the ^opie* 
y*4YH-a*jc<)rvling to tlic resolution which', the sanhe- 
di’tm Iiatl conic toby the advice 4>f Caraphas, 
vl^• 4 '». (d‘^hn 5ti. 53, sect, cxii.) were stiH 'contriving 
how they might execute their bomd^^esign, and 
diligently sought an opportunity itfdesiToy him : 

18 But they knew not how to effect it, could 4» And cuuiu not 
r/o^ immediately dndjsoX mhui tAey^ fhiight do 
for that purpose^ oe.jwhat spfe ipetlwrf ' they t°ere"my .tS' 
might take to sei^ him ; fm* ell jhe, ootnmon to hear him. 
people listened to him with so great qiiintion 
ami [Measure, that they, bung as it wem,fOh his 
jins while he spake, ‘ and piyssed each * 

other tor an opportunity of aearing .' The 
magistrates therefore feared lest tlie, pOpi^lace , 
fthoulcl tumultuously rise in his defence, ifvthey 
offered 'any public violence to him^ *tnd that, 
thus they might; endanger, tliemselves while 
they sought to dekroy Jesus, ' 

IMPkOVEMpKT. 

Luke Next to the sight of Oi bleeding and dying Redeemer, them 
MK. 41. can surely be none in the whole world jnore affecting than tbi^ 
Which is here represented; even the^^n of God weeping ovei 
perishing sinners; yea, over the sinn^r^i of Jeivsalcm. \Vc 
might, perhaps, hive . been .^ready to think that, IpriNfcing so 
' circumstantially, as we know he did, all the ungrateful and in- 
human treatment he was to meet with in this nest of murdcrcM s, 
with the scene of his sufferings, amt the very house of Caiuphas 
in his full view,* he should rather have tOKen up a prwerb a- 
gainst it, and have anticipated the triumphs of iliai awi'ul da'y 
when God would plead bis cause with irresistible leiror, and 
avenge the guarrel of his sacred .blood. B^it behold, lie seeni', 
to forget himself and all bht wrongs, great and cruel as tiny 
’were; and in the midst of a procjissiqn intended for Ins honour, 
he melts into tears, as if it were fbi iie. calamity of a fru nd, oi 
ii brother; and says *n the mo.st g$nhii\b language of nndis.ii in- 
i«bled grief, Oh tmt thou hadst known, even thou, at least inlhi^ 
thy day, the things which belong /o thy peace I 
'Behold, O our souls, with wonder e'vd with awe, at once the 

f They hung as on Ins Ups while the cas<'. — 1 caanot reff'rring my 

lie spake.] 71»i? is the literal import of reader to Mr. Howe’s enffij* nt ticuti'-J, 
cti/h iivtu!i/ 4 ^i "lb render it (as cnlitl^^ The Kede^.mot’s'J cars wopto\i‘i 
in a late version ) ' am lost .Souls ; in which, as in most "f hi . 
uwngfy aUacAgJ to Alt ‘doetnn(>,is idrfrom praclual works, thou arc such subliwie 
(■\pressing the fall sense. ninj pathetic stroki s of true, ni'anly, .md 

^ Hume of Cuiapkas in his full view.] Christbn eloquence, us do n ercatho- 
If we may credit the best accounts nf Jc- nour to the Kuiguagc ai.d age in who h 
oisaleui which remain, this was exactly they woe wiittcu. 



on CkrisH moping over Jerusokmi Sic. $9*^; 

goodfUB$ itevei^ Ood,i 22.) - I'he sintiers of sri- f. 

Jerusalem wkpK ahari^md to ruin ! We Kavc 

part in ali this: thef tid-rigs afthe^onpifi are th^ things ’which 
long to our peace, the Usings dn’fi^ch o.ttr everlastiftg happiitess 
•depends. Let us refnemi^, thati will confie, in wluchj ’ . 

if wedo not ‘atterid^:o be^ oUr eye's. 

There is a limited therefore to-day^ 

while it. is called ^ ifs W A«Vs«»^,;fid not Imdeii our 

hearts, (Heb. 

vengeance take i# it^j ^\tfenjgiance vrn^b wijl {ait> tfee. heavier, 
and pierce the deeiieri 4: ]^pportftor*to all the Img^^suff'cring 
and goodness which iKtiTel^eirfeSte^iW^pWardsips^ mo. Let 

all, and especially the eoaijias'ticti to 

souls by such an Vrhen the* awongest efforts of 

love prove ineffcc^'u^^^lfef ree<w.ef>>% let itt at I^st be mourn . 
ing tor then) he/om ^f £<n'd, add weeping W the ruin wiiicli 
we cannot prevdntv- ' - * ' , ' f 

Though ChriitM^earetHhe temple frp^f)ie profanations of 
these traders at the beginnirf'g'of hHibtrti$ti'jf>‘lhe found tho same 
pollutions returned at the (Jlc®© df-it. ' And>.^s, hbw often do we 
find it thus with respect to 'ouf hearts l^How Soon do those weeds 
spring up &ain which ijiVe had been ettdcawiufing Witii a reso- 
lute liand to root .up ; and hpw 'of^en arc efforts for.rfeformation 
forgotten, oven when dSe afeempf^appeared at first to be uiost 
necessary ! Let us Icanr^of Qhtt0'*oot to«:bc weaPy ^ well-dotng, 

* but with conthuied renew, ooi^ enddavtairs again and again. 

'I'he sa ihes a^d Pharisees eiwfed Christ ; but the children 1 ^ 
surround him w'lth their and he graciously accepts 

their feeble accenfS of praise, aa ordained by God out of the 
mouth of babes dii4' suckings ^ he now despise the day \ (^ 

of small (/>in$s. Oh tto we "might Have the pleasure to sec lu- 
lie children proifhuncing the name, of C^iriat; With reverence pnd 
love! And surely We, who add, with a peculiar 

accent, Oh that pair '1* tbd ^oJf ! May tliey learn 

the song from our lips; and’^hjt Our .whole lives be one con- 
tinued visible proof of the ddvotion'iatod affection with which -vp 
present it! ^ V'. f 

SECT, extvm.^' 

* v;’ ' " 

Some Greeks *liat came io celebrate the passoter at Jerusalem 
are introduced to Christ, VA? enters on an pxcelU'nl dheourse 
par til'ularty mted la their gtre^ms/dneek'^^and retires in the 
evt nhiQ to Bethany^ John XIL 2Q>— Mat. XXI. 17 : 
Mark XL— 11. ' ' ; 


JOHS XII. '20f 
AND there were 
' certain Greeks a- 


JOHN XIL 20. 

A ND among those that came up to Jerusalem 
" from different countries to tcorship at the 



Some Greeh see Jesus. 

iECT. feast f there v^ere sotne ior j^erawns who 

cxtvm wefe dchccndeci from Orocian.pat'^io't^, kndnsed 
lahguage^ \mi had forsaken idolapy of 
Xa. 20 ^*^^**’ ancestors,' and devoted themselVed to the ; 

2\ of Jsraelw’ These thtrefiee to Phi- 21 Thesameceme 

lipi lofto was <f BethMa, a city ofGak^t^ IS'^^asToffirtu! 
mked it as a lavoor of Arm to )mrbdub^^e,iin to aaida of Galilee, .md 
his Mai ter, sayings itoectfdt'iiilmier, Je8ir«?<i him, layinp, 

Sir, we earnestly demo to set a^d fjl 

w of Nazareth, of whom we- ^old 
sucif cxtfaofdtrtary thingsy-and tiow 

been reeijived iniu tHb:?miy siiiifii^^lidsual 

regard* ' . 4 ^,'^ 

22 Upon this, PhUfp tomesaPd Ullkds^t their 22 Phd.p cometi) 
request Was to Andre^t,' ndidiike\^!^;ivs^i of Andrew ; 

Uethfiaida, and hud' been\d^f^ adquaiked ^WHh pSp told jc^ 
Christ; (John H., 40';' 44, scCt/'xSju’^iRkif.) tfnd «»$• 

' thm Andrew kpeed upon it, 

went mid toidyesi^AM's^^&^p^i who wejre 
come to the ^ast d^ired to him; ^ , 

C3 itmneiliatcir^^crod'^ein’ lo'ho ?3AndJtusa«- 

brouglit sftdw me;f w<re ilpi)ro»ching 

him, ne aitswh'ed thHi^sdytng,^'* A| knu^h the 
hour is cowei^amf'tbo isf Just at 

*«Sicwe lo ob'^et^ e tin wbofe 

selves to the Gpd' of iVi^IrJ,,, hnv;,<rQinpffr^4^tsii, 5j \iii. 2 ; mm. 
strange, that sucb4*‘**'“‘^<i!iticsa»‘lsabb^ 43,) Yji^, I venture confidently to 
Volins and $alttias)Us Islitiuld flfn^s^lti^ alfiritiit; 

thc'te v( orshH»perS4:»' have Seen $i!Uuity(e'r/€aiUef.] Thi'sHovn lav 

Gentile, lir, Whitby, and on Ih^ ,bor<^^ 'bf SyTOpbtmu in, from 

oori'^^derabje wn^, have ii^^'ihaukbt n&enoe Un.^r^tjus tft^ks) these GiccKs 
that they were 4u6h as art' Cifinaiiatly aiigbC^^me; i6 t^ttbey might, perhaps, 
railed pmtfiyiH fie X)fH «. (»«, %ncq(dalpttfd»idtj?hibpB» a neighbour, 
inostrMfkn well-knov^y^eWns iVhV. rt^^ernise wit-oannj.'t say why this nr- 
hiiving r(jDQMu^f^ 4 i^t«^ry, ^^n4''>bala|;,^P.aaik^PP'r<^t)i^ i& here men- 
t’orsbippers of Rtland argues, that 

aCcutdtng to' the l*ir w li4oses/b4*^*'- ^Tftaw'^ajtvfSa tieth^'aidas of which tins 
niittrd to dwell laid tpCt^ramia jsiJ?.%tp«St;^Ul1^ 4*ortb.^ Sco Rehnd. Pa- 

among the Je^, thpn|h;«t%.fl>h^dht^ 

freedom And it biw .;lilli4nM be«h v^Jcjttw'iTwtpererf |fcm soym^'.'\ The 
thought, ‘ that th<^ phrase here hitlmnWa th suitableness oi 

sbened tdWfa, i&.«lndt0elh|g tbe^hirt <tbei|aV^trbtj||L4i«t’OTiriie tu this pariioular 
(4‘iheG'»ntiics, (ni^ere, they diiaeUibW foe , or^(yt|^-^. hy^^pdiing lo which, many 
leligious worship,) flrojn <Mntein|^U»,r of the,betff!iti4« of it will he di cotered 

oos profanations ^ the tMeit. OtttrljDTd might,, pei baps, enlarge on 
72, 13, p, 990)niight4«spasetli4f4^aw wd if his hearer^ 

rersons to addreie Upem^veg lO>him-'^ fwk h.dee notice^hf thb^m, and made a 
But their, attending at the, mhrnv^lleifds pflppcy report, on thetr rtturn home, it 
me rather to imaging, AMiti#, naught prepare the way for the apostles, 
M'sccl. Sae. p. 6.) that; th^ were i|rhat when they came by their prcai'btnp more 
(he rabbies now call pretehjies 4 / n^htr* fully to unfold and illustrate the^e int- 
:aw«j, that is, such as by circuoici'ion portant ,«!<ic‘trme». 



He that serves Christ shall be hommird by his Fathr, 990 


ihat the Son of man hand, i/iat the Son^ man must be glorified; ai 
'should be flonficd. j j,ayg q,^ approach ol' tlic 


lone 
It 

iriuch fniit. 


and SCI r. 

tllCbOCXLVtn 

Greeks as an earnest of the flowing in of all 
24 Vcriiy,\erily, I Geiuiles to me. But wonder not if my yIV*'", 

“it“”co™ ofibejt '* prewde 'ti ' f<>r ■verily, verily, 1 my unto ' 

tall into thegiouiifi, ai'Q asswreyou of tt as a most solemn and 

and die itabidetha important truth. That unless a grain oj trheai 
ufeth tliegroujid, atiddie and wa^te away there, 

iniie i ur ^^cmains single and aUne^ but if H seem to die 

and wither after it is sown, sucb ’iS the jinnciple 
of vegetation which it contains, that a new pro- 
duction rif the like kind arises, aod it brihgb 
forth irMcji fruit. y\nd so it is thar I mysch shall 
fall, and a new scene he opened, in wdiich my 
kingdonfi shall seem to b.e utterly lost and 'ione.; 
yet, like the spring corn, it slioll assuredly 
revive* aod appear beautiful and friiidul. 

« Ik that lo\eUi ill the mean time", tiuch difliruincs me 2 j 

’;;.d'h;“thri;iwi; to be expected by my faithful servants, that 
hislifo in this world, H IS out fit I stiOuld iiilorin these strangrrs ol 
-hall keep It unto life what I ha VC oiice and ti^ain told >oii; tliat ha 

•tornal 

for my sake, shall lose and expo-sedimi'clt to 
death in the worst and most dreadful sense ol the 


word ; but he that acts as if he hates his life in 
this wot'ldy by exposing'it to the greatest dangers 
ill the cause of my gospel, 'duitl presei've it even 
to everlasting life^ and secure a slate of immoral 
glory ami happiness (Compare Mat. x. 

.sect. lx.Nvi; Mark viii. 35, sect. Ixxxix ; anti 
20 ' 1 1 any tnan Luke xvii. 33, sect, cxxviii,) If anj! imimXve.w'-^lK, 
foMow ™**mp*^^ fore would -engage to ^m’l? vu os one oi my 
whie I am’ ihelc people, kt him rcsolvc to follow me wlu- 
haii also m'y ser- theffeoevcr I shall lead him, whatever danger^ 

> ant be if any man difficulties may lie in tne way : and let him 
know, forins encouragement, that teAere I am ^ 
or where I shortly am to take up mine abode, 

^ there shall alsa^myMthfvX, servant be ; for I will 

assign, him an nineritance in that blessed viorld 
.where;! am for ever to rest and reign after all 
the .sufieriDgs I have endured hero.* and 1 assun* 
you that, among all that follow me, /fany mar/' 


^ If my man sene w;t-.] Our Lord, by the proselyte*' of liglitcousnrss, but Iho (' 
tins inde'initc expression, stipncily in- of the fate," and indeed e> o.i U»c ul"!u- 
MmatC'., that his kingdom va'. to be uf a trouNOentih' -iluMn-ches.niiiilit, on tl.eu 
v'/’i y e\ren<ii\ p nature ; and that not only beJiei ing the susp/*!, he -'.(liuitU’d ndo il 



396 Jesus ha,^ agam the teslimo^^ a voice from heaven. 

SECT, qf whatever nation be bd, or v\(hatever liis reli- h«n» 

, cxUjfi prious in otession may before have been, will faith- bonoui. 

fully serve me hero, him will [»yr]. Father also 
XI(. 36 h'bnouVf and confer such rich rewards upon him, 
as to make him for ever both great and happy. 

27 Having said th is, our Lord paused for a while, g, 

and entered oiva deep contemplation ofthp very iruubied; and what 
different views of things which lay before bun. * * ^‘'*** ^ ’ Father, 

And then he added aloud, Nowk my wty soul “'J'j™ [J,': 
distressed and troubled in an afiectuig view of cause came i unu* 
my approaching sufferings; and what shall /tiu!,iiour. 

What petition shall I offer to God. on this 
occasion? i'hall 1 say, Father^ save me fjtom this 
drcadinl hour, and from ail the ago^H^ which 
I am to endure in the gloomy season bef^e me ?* 

Nay , but Jor this cause was 1 born into thq^ 
world, and for this end I came even to this pre- 
sent hour, that 1 might bear the sufferings on 
which 1 am entering, and might redeem my^ i 

38 |ieo])lo by them. And far be it from me '4o as Faim r, piunfy 
draw back from such engagements and under- Uiy ninK.— 
takings; J will thereffU'c much rather say, Fa- 
ther, f>lor{fy thitie otfin ntz we, and jiJ ispo.se of me, 
and all my concerns, in such a w^y niay fuost 
effectually answer that great^Tjind! 

Thert) at that very instant iVhile hd was speak- —Then caaK 
iiiff, Ikereame amice trenUwfymiwmyu^^^ J.™ 

I have both already glartfied [it\ by the,^ whole bav oth glorified 
of thy ministry thus far; and £ will glorify [iV] '*'•* glorify 
V'Ct again in a more signal manner by what far- 
tlicr remains, bet ore tnec. 

L '9 The multitude therefore who stoodhy and heard- 29 The people 
[iV], though ngi all in a manner equally dktinrt, 
uere perlcctiy astonished at the awful sound ; Tbit it tbumietcd 
and some ainopg them Said, That it, thundered J 

• If'kat ihftl' I toy f FaOur, sav« jnefiom ten attended a voice from hcarrn: (sec 

/AwAovr?] I siipposefcwneedbctold, thiit ,£*o«l. *ix Jl>, 19, Bev. ir. 5 ; vj, 1, 
the poini ng of the New Te^tnnient is f$r n S.) In allusj. n to which, peihip^, the 
]cps aiicieot than the text. It- is agreetdile vone itself was calledby the ancicnlJeus, 
to obsei > e I'ow many difficulties may Bath Holt qt the duughler (S' Ike voice, hemp; 
he removed by varying it, and dcpartir^ ushertd }n with ihundfr, and, as it uere 
from the common punctuation . qt «hich prciduCPd from it— EUiu r has shewn that 
I take thit to be oriq of the most remark- ibe heatliens reckoned thatsiiddcn thun. 
able instances. For as tb^ text does not der! was a ‘■ign that a prpy er then oiTered 
oblige us to It, it does not seem natural metwithtbcmoalfavourahl' iegard (See 
to suppose that our Lord actually offired tlsncr. Observ. Vol, 1. p. 334, .33^,)— 
this petition, and then immediately re- Dr. Lightfoot observes here. (Ilnr Hcbr 
trncU'd It again. iu loe.J that Christ had thna the tcsti- 

f Said thiit it tk«\derfd "] Thunder of* many i if a rrw/rem Atneefl; (list, whri' 



When he was lifted upt hmould draw all men to him. 0^97 

«UiersBai<i, ADaserei while (7/ Am, who Were nearer, saidy That an sctr. 
spak®to Him. heaven. ' cxLvnr. 

30 Jesus answered But Jesus unswh'ed and said to his disciples, 
and said. This roice distinctly heard it, 'fhis , 

*10, but for .your voice trtm.ncevtn came not chiefs Jor my sake, 
sake®. who was before assured of the aucction of my 

Father, and knew the purpose he bad formed 
to glorify himself by me ; but it was uttered for 
2/ourSy that you may not be oiliended at the treat- 
ment I aliall meet with, and quit your hope in 
me, and regard for me, on account of any of 
ment^uf*his*'worilf' suffermgfe which are coming upon me. 'This 3 1 

IIlTwithe^nnoc indeed rj^a,,very critical and important time; 
of this world bo cast for now i0he judgment af thu worldy^ whicli I 

am gom]jho conquer and condemn, that by my ^ 
death my followers may both be taught aiuf ena- 
bled, to triumph over it, and those may be con- 
vinced of sin that helievemot in me: (compare 
Gal. i. 4, and John xvi. 8, 9.) Yea, now shall 
Satan, the ruler god of this worldy be cast 
out from that empire which he has so long 
usurped over the minds of nien, and especially 
over the heathen nations. (Compare Kph. ii. 

.v2 And I, if I be 2, and 2.Cor.' iv. 4 .) And when I am li/fed up^yy 
twi!, though. I niiiy seem thereby to 

uieh unto me .be made the trophy or mine enemies, yet such 
shall he the effect of that important event, that 
/ thereby draw all men to yne; that is, I 
shall lay a foundation for conquering the most 
stubborn hearts by so neb a display of my love; 
and shall by a secret, but powerful influence on 
their minds, persuade multitudes of all ranks and 


he entered on liis public ministry, as the 
High Priest of our profeAioH, at hia bap- 
tMii, (Mat. Ill, 17.) and then a second 
timr, when a command wasgtAcn to bear 
liim, as ib.‘ gieat P^'phet of tbe ohurcb, 
at his transfiguratioD ; (Mat. xsii. 5) 
and HOW' agan, when be had made his 
puidic entry into Jerusalem, as a King 
B Aotp is tht judgment thu iwr/rf.] 
Mr. Massey renders tbi^, (m his Vernac. 
Sacra, p. 0, 9.) Aoai u .'Af' mrld c<m9 to 
xts crvit • and Cro' us and More (in bi'fr 
Theological wor’ , p <207.) explain it of 
the redemption uj the wrM, or itsvindica.' 
tinn from the bondage of ^tan. But this 
la so unusiT.ll a sense of the word, that I 
i boose, with Dr. Whitby, to understand 


It of the condmnetton of the wor/r/, or ot 
the judgment passe4 upon ha « leked pnn- 
ciples and practiros, and of the victory 
which Christians' were to gain ovf r it in 
consequence of the death of Ciinst. Sec 
John in. IB, 19. xvi. 8 , 1 1 . 

0’hen i am Mted up from the eirth ] 
I UiinlcDr Whitby’s note on th s U\i 
suiBdently vindicates this version of tav 
Sec the f^reek \ ersion of Dcut 
vii, 1 j Judges \ i. 3; xxi. 21 j 2 Sain vii. 
19 i 1 Kings xiil. 31' J J'ob vii. 4 Proi 
ui. 34; iv, 12; Jff. lii 16. and cnnipart 
John xiv. 3; t John id. 2, and 3 Julm 
ver. 10 , where may signify, jt - 

/ Kjmr, 



Jftlin 
XII. 33 


§98 The Jews are offended at whU he says of the Son of man, 

SECT all naiions to list themselves under the banner 
cxLviii I raise. (Compare John in 14, 15. Voi. J. p. 

154) 

Nm this he spake of his being lifted up from 33 (Tins he sani, 
the earth, as si^vifyw^ by what dtathhe 
</*<*, even by crucitisioii, in which the person 
suffering was lifted up on high, and bung as it 

34 were between heaven and earth.' And in ge- 34 The people au- 
neral it was understood by the people as im- V'* 
p!\ mg some violent death shortly to come upon that chrut uMeth 
pi:ii The multitude therefore answered him, tar ever: and how 
l\‘ (' have heard it taught as a certain truth out of *'“' *'‘** thou Thp son 
the law, or out of the volume ot onr4$fercd writ- up : ^vho tins fimi 
ings, that the Messiah is imtnortal$^1^nd abides \ii 

' f>r ever, “ that his kingdom is an eVeiiasting 
kingdom, and his dominion continues unto 
“ all generations (2 J?am. vn. 16 i Psalm 
Ixxxix 29 ; cx. 4; Isa. ix. 7 ; Ezek. xxxvii. 25; 

Dan. ii. 44; vii. 14.) and how then dost thou, 
who now plainly professcst thyself to be ‘the 
Messiah, the Son qf man must be lifted up 

from the earth, and die a violent death ? Who 
is this Son of man ?' Is he, as such languiige as 
this might /.cemr to intimate, n different person 
from the Messiah, whom w,e have been taught 
to expect under the title of the Son of man ? 

Tins was said by sOme of the multitude who 
were ill-aifectcd towards him, and desired to 
find something to object against him. 

3 5 Then Jesus said to them. Do not cavil at what 53 Tiipn jtMis -..i i<. 
I now say ; but remember how short this oppor- 
tunity is, which, through the divine, goodness, wuhjou, naikviuip 
you now enjoy : yet a little while is the light with ye ha. e the light, it^i 
you, which you may derive from me, or^ nly 
servants who shall come to you * in my name ; 
walk xhexofovG while you have the light ; com- 
ply with the gracious purposes of God in raak- 


• U'ho is Dm Son qf man f J A wHtdr of 
great note itit<*rpreU this as if thej; bad 
said, “ Wbo is this that so absurdly, 

ar.d lueorikistently >^with Uie piophets, 
" speakk of himself as the Son 0 / mnn, 
“ while Ilf* l.ilks uf being tufted up, ai^ddy- 
* lug >** (Sf-e Dr. Sykes on Chnstianify, 
p. 1 10.) But the sens© given in the para- 
phrase appears to me more natural, and 
I am pleased to find it in (>r‘<tius. This 
was a real and imp irtant diffieully j but 


it w'Bs fit some obscurity should for tIl^ 
present be left upon it, lest the pl.uniK'ss 
of the prediction should have pre\(iitetl 
iUncconiplislimoDt. Ourl-ord llitrrforr 
gave Ui© discourse a u*>.f Pit turn, and ii 
I few davs more proclaim! d the mystery 
' whiih he had before revealed to his apos- 
tles in private, when he set out on his last 
journey to Jenisalem. (Sof Mat 
18, 19. sect rsln.l 
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dirkness come upon jng thiesc discoverieiS to you, and regulate your sect. 

JaikethTn darkieS conduct by them; that 

knowBtfenot iMt txoeriake^u^ that you may not be do- 'T^ 

lie goeth. pfi^d of' the gbsp^f, and left in a night of ig-xii, 

j[iorahct^ajtd misety,; Jot you know it is a most 
uncomtort^ble thing for a traveller to be be- 
nighted in bis way^ as kt that walks in darkness 
.^ace a6d knows not 

mhitket<M gdejsi} o*" what dangers be may 
felMlHS'i^etyneSltstep he takes; and much more 
dreadful ivnkit bd' for you to be deserted of 
God^ afM|:leli%;'tothe darkness and folly df yonr . . 

* own hea^fe. {<!Ji3mparh John xi. 9, 10, sect. 
rj6 While ye Uvo cxTCxin.'^met me therefore once more sen- 36 
il|h!: Itr; exhort yoa, that while you 


have 0ie^lfgkt thus clearly shining around you, 
to hekeve Tn the light , and honestly follow it. 


be the children of 
light. — 


— These tbmp Thest thiftgs^ JmA' when the Greeks 
S thim,7i«d ^ appw themselves to bimthwd as the unbcliev- 
parfod, (mahk, and iog Jews wer^r> greatly irritated by the actions 
nou'tht even tide ivas and di«5o0rsea,<5\tlie day; and would not be 

he left thei^ and de- 

jTiyj (Marb, with jparw theitee' <15 a retired place: 

the twelve; j [and he {( vDoaihfte in the evening f >he privately went out 

Mhlhireiftem h Bethany,' wAA none to attend hm 

I hem. [Mat. XXI. but (he tmive}!tp[Oitle$; and, knowingthat hrs 
17. Mark XL— u.j iMtemms" were watching, to destroy him, and 
" might ha^.e attempted td seiae him by night if 
• hef'had #siTidd'!at4er^8^bnni, he lodged there at 
Fet}4hyV^<^,W<i&d himsejf from them, to 
as^h^'n^ their deliberate malice till 
was come. - > 


Who can wonder at the desire tl^se Greeks expressed to ^rrver.so, 
so celebrated a PCrspn as;»/yr4<t« ^a»! We hope there was some-{Ji 
thing more thatj l^are cinmfty in it, and that at length they 
saw him with b^ieviiig ey^^ and, according to his prediction, 23 
glorified him by .a^cordial acceptance of his gospel. — His disc/- 22 
pies, wc see, >vere to, inhMpCQ theft! surely every 
faithful minister (f Christ will uudertake tbe^ask with pleasure, 
when he sees souls awakened by divine grace, and inquiring at' 
ter Jes\is with affectionate concern. 

l{lc?ssed be God, it has already, in many instances been seen, 
that by the death of Christ .in inmortid seed was sown, which 24 



3Q0 Reflections on the happy fmiU of the death of Christ. 

SECT, has multiplied in all ages, ^nd is litiU Ifmilti plying; Oh that it 
cxivni niij:;ht liave'a greater increase! One vvonicl think that words 
gracious as these should promote tbai' zncrfajf, and operate up- 
on every heart to producer tcfvi to him sufficient to conquer 
" every danger and opposition wHifch be met with in his cause; 
26 behiild tlic prmist: which he has record ; If any man, 

be he ever so mean and uiiMrorthyi will but faithfully sei^c 
** and follow ^rte^ whatever bisf former wahderings and rebellions 
** may have been, where I tfwi, there smiaUo my servant hc^ 
Happy state indeed ! iiotonlvy like the§« Greeks, to have a tran 
sient sight of Christy bnt ttibefor^toee With him! 

llovi^ admirable » the love apd ISJiedfastoess of our Redeemed', 
who procured so great a.happiness so dear an Acpeuce i 

,111(1 even when hU innocent s&ut troubled in the view ol 
his suferm^Sy instead of' declining met them with joy ! 
How should it animate us t 6 renew tW general comprcheiisivc 
petitioiiy than which none cah be 4 feore,,suitkbleto us with regard 
to .ill the divine (Jispensations; Father fglomfy thine mm name f 
28 Glorify thyself, 0 Lord! and.to jhat great dispose of us as 
thou pleasest j for we should '^bor ourselves if we had any in- 
terest separate frorii' thirty! . ‘ V 

. We may bo assulP^d/as certainly as' by V voice from keavtny 
that this gf^at end shall be a'ivswered; and in tim we should re- 
n j ^ 32.1^^^^* l?ehold , the prince of th^iwofrid cast out ! Behold , Satan 

is vanquished by ChHstJ 'mtd fms is fifted up on the cross for 
a standard to all the natiohs. ■ Behold tb6 attractive magnet by 
which ad mat are to b'e drawn^ by whieh all bis chosen p(!op)o 
shall be brought to him* and sp rais^; Up to heaven itself! 
Let us took unto him from the rids of the earth, and labour vnth 
our cold hearis'to aw'ajteu.tbem to that lively and ardent aflle- 
tion which \ve owe ttSibi^.who CfUCifiedfur us. 

35,36 For ever adored be 'gracd‘for to'gospc/ light which 
dibct)vpr.s to us sq excellent in We use it to saving 

purpu.scs^|udsp walk in bi^^pear to be the chil- 

dren ofiighil Let u»4hink of that last d#^Ution of mankind, 
when the children and'belrs <f IwHi ani^wkness axa once for 
all to be separated,.; Lqfaf think ^ eternal ?tight, 

which will shortly’ overt^4il»ose by 'vfiqru- tb® gospel is now 
despised*, and remember ho# much it will bf aggtavated by the 
light we b^ve so long scert; / Do 0 whose W'ord 

light arose out of darknets, on our 

licarts thu light and Mt/ imth, thpt th^yvmay hod and bring us 
to thine holy hillj; ^^Psil. -xTiii. 3,) and“raqrt #c mky have the sa- 
tisd'action of knowmk^Mhiiher m gOf eve^i#ben iee walk through 
the dark valley of the shadow ff death. (PsuJ* xxiii. 4.) 



301 

» 


The Jews are hardened and will not believe. 

SECT. CXLIX. 


John's reflection on the of the Jews. As Christ was 

■ returning the next morning to Jerusalem^ he curses the bar- 
ren fig-ii'ee. John Mat. XXI. 18, 19; Mark XI. 

12 — 14 . 


JoHM XIII. 37. 
lirX though he had 
tlone so many nil- 
ra<'I*;6 before thorn, 
yot they believed 
not on liim- 


"ji That the say- 
ing ofEsaiasihe pro- 
(ihet might be f4U 
< 1 ll<d^vhich he spako^ 
1 . 01 ( 1 , \^fau hiith be- 
lie I ed our report? 
and to whom hath 
the arm ot the Lord 
been revealed > 


3® Pherefoio they 
iould not b«!ief«, 


' ■ V .JOHN XII. 37. . 

f^OlV such, was the perverseness of the Jews, stcr. 

. ' afid such the psrejudice they had conceived cxlis. 
against our Lordj^thal though he had sufficiently 
dooiaretLhl^solf to be the true Messiah, and xIm-t 
though Idone so many undeniable and g lo- 

rioos mi^&s at this and other times before them, 
in public places and most numerous 

the greater part of them were 
hardened 'ia their infidelity, and, notwithstand- 
ing all that Be,' hfid said and done, they were in 
gdhcral so obstinate, that they did not believe oji 
him as tho Mossrah. -Sb that the saying of Isa i^ ;*S 
ah tjie prophet was pisiuljj fulflled and verified 
in them,* which he spake in the narao of C'hrist 
and of his scrvknta^ rcfer'rlng expressly to the 
gospel l.) Lord who hath he- 

“ Uf^ed to report f, and to whom hath the arm 
“ of the Lord been so elicctually revealed or made 
bare,** as to conquer those .strong prejudices 
“which men have- ^htcrtauicd against ihine 
“appointed meUiod, of salvation?” , 
hwdrfor this reason^ they u^cre no\V in a 111311 - 34 ^ 
ikir latterly incapable of believing ^ hecuuseimny of 
thert) paying long wilfully opposedr the most sut- , 


- * that the cf idStih according to its origuial dcsiga 

/((/ ] It IS apparent, (as tb0 late judmaus and Hteral meaning. 

.Mr. Jrfficy bas obser««d ip, bi« Tm jf^ft tifg om 9f tJic Lmd fiwn urmf- 
Grounil.s, &c p. lift.) that the I *PPr«ben*l this phrase may all iid,^ 

plishment of this pisophecy cpvM'not be tb ttic'hjibit generally «orn by the eas- 
the end tliev propoSed to thefif.,elves. iO^ tdrtis, jhld tt,peciallv by persons of rank, 
thpirunbeliaf.andconSfiqbently thstths vlpcliwasa long rtibe without sleews, 
expression I'w nirtst be r^dered, 'to Uiat when Ui« arm was strelclicd out 

a*? itishero: whichwavbeappMedip se- to perform any action which reqmre.1 
vcral other passages; and shews, bf Uw strength, it would appear uncovered, 
way, bow precarious that remark bf Mr. (Compare Isa. Hi . 1 a) In this councttion 
Pierce is, by which he would make that it seems, strongly to imply, that when- 
phra<ia an argument, that the scripture ev^er true faith is produced in the rrnnd it 
introduced by it is quoted not in any tatphecodsideredutheeflcetofa dniiir 
>n‘-tance by wny of accommodation* but enffgy. See Kph. i. 19, and Col. ii. IV. 



302 The prophecy qf Isaiak mis/iitfitied in them. 

' t ' ' ^ ^ 

SECT* ficient anfl proper ipethods of co^victtort^ were be^ae that E^aua 
cxLix at length given up bv God to a ju&ial, hardness ''®' 
and blindness; [aw] the same prophet /MmA says 
elseii>hei*e, (Isa. vi. 10.) “ Having tefiised to 40 He hath blinded 

"""• - hearken to the voice of God, he righ- 

“ teous judgment blinded iheir g/M, e^harden^ that they sh© u)d not 
‘‘ ed their heart lest they should {m Me 9 ndd» in eyes, 

“ the name of God) ue With ey^i. 

“ understand wUh their. heaHi and btcofi^etled, converted, and i 
“ and I should heal and save thm^ whicb^ after sbowW beai them. 

such obstinate perverseness; I am detenhined 
** that I never will,’*, (Compare Mat atiii* 14, 

41 15, Vol. I. p. 359. and Acts xxvUi. *} These things 

things Isaiah spake when he saw hisg^t^wn Hd 

the glory of Christ, who was then s|>ake of him. ’ 

of the Divine manifestation, and him . 

and of his times in the awfutwords' 
above, which fiad their terrible ac^Ittp}ishm)ent 
in the men of this generation. . 

42 Nevertheless^ at this. very. rAere. ftfifriff' 42 Neverthelfiss, a. 
of the 

inwardly convinced; that he wa.4 the Me^iah, on him: butbersau^c 

and believed on him as such, stttt expecting that of thephan-;t‘cs they 

he would by soqie surpri«tt^;^providence be 

raised to the throne of 'Isrs^el^.^|ii|[^ they did hot 

think it convenient as yet to -ioii^fss'khi. eon* 

victions of their own hearts canceming {Afm,] 

*> Ih has biinded their eyee, vsatfmdened' hiiiliWlf exactly to the uorcU of 

their heart.'\ As God is said to harden fhe^ the jirophtt, but the hense is plainly the 
heart of / /Kirqoh in one place, wlnb^ fn nil' satno^ aud'^i^tKiog was more usual wnii 
other It IS said he hardened iiis oSBm’hfaiti ^th© Jews to quote scripture in tliih 
(£xod. IX. 12, and viii, t,fi, ^%) as^ ^ (^btcnhi;sius, do Formulis al- 
we. ought to be v©i:y tetid^'r of incrib; ie|fond1^" p. ' 
ing to (iod any Uiing that looktl^llke % These words 

A necessitainig ind ienoe to inipet’tSfett se^ te rofer u* Chn^t, that 1 

io SIM 1 appr^end that all we arc> borj^^ 'ictnkitbiit the argument uhu’li 

to understand by God's bUtadm^'and the leatecd^^^B^pOp Pearson draws fii.iii 
haiclening these Jews is, t(iatb©|iiW<Aib> Isj^. t, toi^^e.that Christ was the Jr- 
ted ihenk to grow more .atid 'ixui4^'pr^>'. hoVah .^Ikat'^ke (Peai- 
ji'diced against tha^gospefi' and. the .pceir,'’^. ) Dr. Clarke 

ivasuiis, acted hi such a inamiai;'as hd, radeed expiaitisi^' qf «mng ine Faihcr’i 
krew would in fact be abused by tMedi', p. 5i.) but 

to an incrc.i^e of those prejudices. TUd It is dp^uii: to iay on t^t siipposiuoii, 
learned, by consisting the urignials df what ^'evangblist intended by adding 
the places IjcIow, may see insUner%^ vf a' thafe'jlbuse, him •) and it, 

phraM'ology nearly resembling ite^iUus. quit© 'nnex^p led ,t(> soppose 

iratmg this. Compare lev. kill, d; Eirek. i^al h^^o'atiih dmerent sigmiica- 
xiii. 19, 22 y xiv. 9; xt. 25; Gen. xli. tions ip tfid aanie line, as that Ibe nie.in- 
i''j Jet. i. 10; IV. 20, aiid Acts ing should' be, Jho saw fhe I'athei's glory, 

wlu-re a petsoiiis said todo what heper- and'Spakc' uf (be Son. See Vunngnoo 
iiiiln, or what he decljits or fnreUd*-. — Im. vi 1, p. 14^, ,«/ 

< ho e\ angf'!! t in this quotation has n>>t 




Mark 
XI. 1 !? 


Jnus coming from Bethany , goes to afg-tree for fruit: 30^1 

d (1 not confess hm, on account of the declared etiiiiity of the Phari- 

puLl^ot^'-hc'^vna! •»>’ them'Mej/ should k 
gojfiii'. cast out of the synagogue, and be ex posed to the 

threat ignominy and secular detriment which 
4J Forti'fv lovrd necessardy attended such a sentence. For 
th« pr'i*’'' “f they were such thoughtless and mean-spirited 

of Oyj. creatures, that they loved the praise of men 

more than the praise of God; and durst not face 
the contempt of tlieir fellow-mortals even to se- 
cure the’ approbation of their Maker. (Com- 
pare John v. 44, Vol. I. p. 277, 278.1 This 
WHS the state of things at Jerusalem, and this 
the effect of Christ’s entrance into it, as relat- 
ed abov6. 

-M 4 p. K IX V 2 Blit though the malice of his enemies was 
l' ni kiiowii to Jesu.s, and he was sensible they were 

viiMnhet'wevr<!^ contriving to destroy him, yet on the morrow- 
tr..in [loihiny, [is he momiytg he again set out with his disciples for 
Tn they were come from 

I wli *x\7. Bethany, as he returned into thecity, he was very 
hungry; having come out early without eating, 
iliat tie might neither incommode his friends, 
nor break in upon his .secret or public devo- 
i;i Awl brouiq a tions.** Aiid as he was now on the way, seeing 
[Ml the a single a considerable distance, which 

r*'." *Inmo * 1 ^) spread of leaves upon it, and tiiere- 

itj. i( hii-iv ih'iiiiiiht I' l’e appeared to be one of the earlier kind, he 
lind any thin^» thrre- laent up to it, [tosee] if he could fad any thing 
I'"!..,. ? "I* 7'‘7' '“i’ it to saiKsfy bis hunger ; and when he came 

i.iiiK' t(j 11, Ik; f-uiid / . , r fi L . t I 

n.»thiiijj [i ert- nj ^0 it, hc joiuid nothing thereon out leaves only ; 
i>iii « nv"> l«iiiv],yb/’ there was not so much as any huit in the 
lor the nmo of figs which it plainly appeared that, ihonoh 

it looked so beautiful, it was a harriMi tree. 

Now it is to be observed, that our Lord turned 
out of the way, because, as it was yet but eaily 


13 


nntlu’i mcoiUTnodfhij frrenrt'', 
iiorlncak 111 upon hi-> ctevotions.] This 
must ceitninlv h.i't* fteen ihe itason' of 
(ju. l.ordS liuMg' r, tor none can irnajjTme 
tl'.it th> h'jspii.Li)le and most <<u'jsil)ly 
ohlipod f.imilv f-f iBZ rm vooid otht^r- 
iM'C hiM'Sutltred .les^s to couk' out 
without eating; or that if he had eaten 
that moi'ung he wo.iM have been -ohun- 
, grj , bi'foie he had wvlkcd two milct, as 
to go luir ()| the wav to g'<lher *ikji 'lo 
me tlo^re appo.irs an inetpre-!>ihle ^arm 
111 ihii oblup,' hint, it shews hon'iitile 
the pv.mgcliit.s were itir'lined o- e/tenii 
<0 paneg nos or redeeti ns oi* tlieexiel- 
!(iiv cliauictiT uf tlieii MasUt; and is a 


specimen of tliat simplicity and modesty, 
which might, indepoudrnt of uthi r aigit- 
meou, almost compel the assent of por- 
ons of H like temper, to the wondeifnl 
bbiry which they relate in so i;«.'nuine 
aod unpOoctcil a manner. 

^ Seeing a iingie Jig-O ee.] Thongli in 
ihe first edition 1 had only followed Mark, 
and rendered ,t, seeing a fig-tree, I think 
upon farther consideration, that a-uKtir 
(Atny, winch IS the expresdon Matthew 
o-e.s here (thoinrh our translator> make 
n<» didcreuce) should ha^ebeen rendered 
a jf« lefg-tree, which 1 have now inserted 
in the ycTSiori. 
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But Jindir^ it xvithout^vuit^ he curses it, 

sfrJicT. in the summer, the time of gatJiering figs was »«« wt ye/. [Mat 
cxLix. not [yet] come;l5 so that bad this tree produced 
it might have been expected they would 
XI. 14 growing still upon it. And Jesm^ finding it And Jcsu# an- 
to be a barren tree, that only made a promising "s 

appearance, but had produced no irtta; md to ot thee hcieirfter for 
it upon this occasion^ As thou art fruitless pver: [Letnofrni^ 
now, continue always so : kt no man from 
henceforwards ever eat jrmt of thee^ nor any And ins dis- 
fimit hereafter ever gtm upon thee, /f/5 cipies heard »/, [auu 
disciples heard [iV], and tookuiioticc of the 
words ; and as soon as he had spoken them 
(though his disciples, as they were passing on, 

t 1 he time Jigs wiu not [ye/) come.) doe* not signify, as some hare 

I shall not trouble the reader with an fancied, a kindjy season for figs, but the 
account of all the strange sdbilw’is ^hich time of gathering them in, 1 think the 
have been given to the difficulty which learned Bishop Kidder has atmn.lantly 
iminediately arises in the mind on read* proved. (See his Demonstration of the 
1115 tins clause j nor with the particular Musiah, & ii,. p. SB, 39.) Compare Matt 
rea4ori& which m.«y be offered against xiti. m'i'. 2, and Numh mu 

each 3'he best view of them all, that I £3 -«It utrue this intnprctatioh oi tlje 
caa recollect, may be had by consulting story, though incomparably easier lu.m 
Witsius, 111 his Mclotemataj andl think any other I know, uill require a Lran^* 
the b^'St Solution may be seen tri Mr position of the clause before us, as if it 
Hallut’s Notw and Discourses, Vol. lb had been said» He came, \f heply he might 
p. 114 — 124. It IS certain, as he has fijid any tktng thereon ; Jor the time of fgi 
there jiroved from lucontestible. aythoH^ nut yet } «w/ wAi>» he came to if, he 
tjr, and we have observed elsewhere jpbnd moihtng but leaves But noiiitei- 
(ootet, on Luke vi. 1, Vol. I. p. 980), yretation whatever can make the la:>t 
that the climate of Judea being abun* elapse, as we read it, a reason f ir wh.it 
dantly waron r than ours, the pas-over, stands’ immediately before it, that he 
though never later than April, commonly found libthing but li*ave<.; for it is well 
foil at the beginning of tboirharvitst, that known, that if our common flg-treeb ha^e 
IS, of their summer, which is there vehe> no young rigs on them iu March or April, 
mcntiy hqt, not only lu May,\bv)tin they can prmluce none that yeai . None 
ATarch and April; (in which last this pas- Cfin deny another transposition of the like 
wwer probably felli) ,c<)mpare Joah. in. kind in the same evangelist, Mark xvi. '5, 
15, IV 19, V. 10, 11; and 1 Cbrnm^ii. 4, (t!ect,-^Qi.v.) both of them probably 
1 5. (See also Lev, xyiii. 15 — It, . hning oecasiojxed by an accidental inter- 

pan d with Egod. ix. 31, 32. and Bpentioh in original, a. id a mistake 

23) Now it ik equally certain that Olfc, of somu early transcriber, who did not 
and that the most delicate kmd of figs, bring lu thu interlined clause exactly m 
u as ripe in Judea at the be|j|impg,pf it<< due place. $ee iiistauccs of the like 
Mnnmer (as we ha^e a fine sort in iJitgi. k’nSd. (Icn. xiii and Josh xxii 22 — 
land which are ripe before bur hstuosK And sf with Jdcinstufs, Knatchhull, and 
having put out the antumn before, .and Catakcr, we should here read S instrad of 
^tood the whole winter) : see Hot. ig.' 10; i, n nder it, where he uas il the 
Mu'h. Ml 1; Nah. hi. 12; Jer xxiv. 2; s^.'t'^onQfJgs, we miivt admit of the sairu 
< ant, 11 11 — 13; and Isa xxviir. 4.- tmnapositii'n, and consequently should 
.tiid the rtg«trre opening its Reaves, wbich gai^, no advantage at nil, by a vemion 
every b«ly knows do not appear till af- Whlth (as all kanicd mr.n know) is very 
b'r llic fruit, is Spoken of .ts a sign of ap- bar-h, and at'endtd with an ineh can< y 
pnacliiTig summer, Mat. xxiv. d2. Our and impmpriety which this Would be iio 
Loid therefore at this time might well ex- pn>iH‘r place to examine. 

|>< hnd fi uit (HI this tree, Kinci* the •» .itrf hsus si-id to U upvi 1h v vccauon. j 
gathering c tm these carl v fs-s Jt is plain that iii Ins place tliM niie t ho 
nasuot vet Come, whi( h if i! had, tb'’ie t)ie seri'C if that p^la^e, .lesus answoied 
would hive been no ro'itn torthv exjn,(.tH ai d s.iul,'C<)ni}i.-ie uoti f, oii Mat. x 
’I'lii, ' '.he c‘i.,s'' uliii h r.llowcil It — That Vol 1. p ,'i’25 ;» e 
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prcsi iitiy the fig tr6c dieJ not observe It at that time), the fl^-tree iou sect- 
xxi — qY ** fnediaUl^ withered au'aji/-, Christ intending by exux. 
that sipiificant action to intimate that the curse 
of Gou should thus wither and destroy the Jew- xi^u 
• i^h nation, which he had before com, lared to an 

unfruitful fig-tree. (See Luke xiii. 6 — i#, sect, 
cxvi. p. 1 lJ3.) 

IMPROVEMENT. 

How €'vidently necessary is the operation of divine grace to -loi’n 
I onquer the prejudices of a sinful heart ; since even the preach- 
ui^ of Chri6f himself, enforced by ail his stupendous miracles^ 
could not overcome those prejudices without it ! And how eaii- 
nous should .sinners be, that they do pot stop their ears to the 
joyful sound of the gospel, and shut their eyes against its glori-38, 40 
oils light ; lest God should leave them to their own delusions, 
iind m his righteous judgment seal them up under Hnal blindness 
and impenitence 1 7'hen will they never he converted and healed ; 

Init dio with that poi.son in all the faculties of their souls, which 
will rnak(.‘ thorn for ever restless and miserable. 

Can we find words snflicient to express the madness of thfese42 
Pharisees', who, while they were in their consciences convinced 
that J(su\ was the Christ, would not confe<s^ that conviction, and 
publicly pay their homage to him, because they loved the peahe^'^ 

(J men more than the praise of God f Strange infatuation of the 
iVnman mind ! that it should bo capable of believing thete is a 
God, and }(;t of preferring the creatures before him ; and should 
sometimes imaoirie the vain breath of popular applause or popu- 
lar censure so considerable, as that God should be oifended to 
please man , and all the honours and rewards of Ins heavenly 
pr(!s(‘nre lost, to secure a little regard fioin those who are per- 
ishing in their Climes', and will ere long he themselves the ob- 
jects of everlasting shame and contempt. 

May none of lUicver indulge such a temper, or ever rest in an Mark 
‘empiy profession ; lent, being like ihvji^~tree before u>, ichic/t 
had /eaves, hut no fruit, the curse rf Christ should be pronoun-^ 
ced upon us, which would immediately uither us amidst ail our 
verdure ! Let us remeinher that tins was inteiKled as one 
those significant actions by which the holy messengers of God 
frequcMiriy intimated approaching judgments. Happy would it 
have been if some, instead of searching out objections against it, 
had seriously considered its de.ngn, and the sad aspect with 
which it looks on tho^'* who, like them, receive the grace of God 
vain! 



'X>6 Jesus comes to Jerusalem^ and again jwrges iJic temple. 

^ r ■ 

S E C T. CL. 


('kritit m'rhi'iit* at Jenuaftm, vMfs the temple again , amt, after 
a repeated effort iu rejorm the continued abnsei> there, discourses 
icith the peopfc in a manner ichich farther e.t asperates the 
priests ; and in the eiening goes nut et the Mark Xf. 

lA — If); John Xll. 41', to the end. 


Mark XI. 15. 

sKcT. j XI), scion artor tin* (i^-troe ba(th(‘rn cnrsi'cj, 
eh. ' fh( y come to Jc rnsalc in ; and JesU'i enU ring, 
as ho had done tiio dav beforo, into the fempte, 
oIjsl‘iv»hL as ho was passing: through tht? court 
of the* Gontiles, ihat tlio people who had pol- 
luted it In I heir tia^Ick were soared there a- 
; aiul being displeased to see that sacred 


Mark \I H 
^\|» .Itev oo'nu to 
.fi 1 ii'x'iioiii anil 
.)csii‘. ivent into lilt* 
ti iii|)l , a .(] !)( (T.i'i to 
l.uL oitt tlwMii that 
M)l(l a. id b Mi^ht in 
Ihe ii iiiplc, and 
ovtTfhiow tlie talilfb 
of thi! inonCY I'han- 


plaec ‘O shamefully profaned, he presently re- pers, and the s.Mt^ 
n"v\(.‘tl Ins tcisiimony against them, and began tq 
dj i\e out them that sotd and bought in the limits 
of the temple, and overthrew the tables oj the mo-^ 
nej-changers, <r//c/also the scats of them that sold 
\0, doves: And he permitted not that anp one, for And would not 
the sake of shortening his wav, should carry any 
burden or any kind ot irssel through the courts tinoiit;h th.> 
of the temple ; hut strictly in*‘isted on a due re- umpio 
verenee to it, as a place that was entirely set 
apart to God’s immediate service. And he vi And h-; tau-hf, 
taught them, at large, the evil of such prac- 


* Todnvc out them ihat vM (tnd boujihl 
i.f fi.e Icmple.] 'J he time when tbw was 
iloiK- I', lixc'd by Aliirk, to tho day after 
made Jiih [Mibhc entry 'lifo .lerusa- 
lein, and bo (an was obsontd before, 
noU*<', on Mat. xxi. 1 ‘ 2 , p. ' 2 a 9 .) ihtb must 
have been a diO'ercut fact from that reJa- 
Ud by Matthew, whieh he has introduce<l 
•111 the preceding day, before Ihes^illiout- 
iru^s oi the eh.ldien. We haie supposed 
It, tlicrefop*, to be repeated by our Toird, 
tor ab It IS improbable that Tio uuuld not 
piiUje the temple on the day of his tri- 
umpiuniL entry, when Maik expressly 
say.^, that ho looked round about upon oU 
tfiiHis , so it 18 plainly iiitinjaU'd here 
that he did it, nfter hib return from Be- 
thany, on the next day. ^o^ is it at ail 
iinl'kdv that, alior lesiis nas depart* d 
out of the Clt^ I there viould be people e- 
nough, if It weic only out of opposition 
to him, M ho would be ready to encourage 
'he traders (some of whom mi^ht, per- 


haps, be new conirri.) to roliiin a^diii to 
then plaec<i. And .fcsiis tluretoie m • ms, 
(as Air. VI histon has obyncdi to li.ne 
asserted the regard that'u.ib due to Ihu 
temple now, wHb uioic bfventv and ex- 
actness than he had done the d.iy h< - 
fore, n"t siillentig anv one so iiinuli O'- 
to rarr\ a vessel through the ti'uiple. 
w'hieli is a circ iimstancc n it iiietiii' iied 
eithei by Matthew or T uke lu ihi ii ue- 
eouiitoflhe transactions of the pieced- 
Jiig day (See sect, exlvn.)- Rut I sec 
no lonuda't'm at all for Mr VA'Jn-^to I’s 
coiijertnrc, ihat 'ui the founer day ( 'hu>t 
drove them out of /ho, to 'cwrt, ami now 
ouL.of that of the (,ent*)es , for it i« no 
way probable, that the ♦raders weie ever 
allowed tfV inCFOduec* then wau’> into the 
mm r-’ourt, for whh'h tht .lews liad a pe- 
culiar reverOD^o Se<* Mr Win ton'' 
\ leu of the Harptony p ItI, and Hr 
Whithy’s note on M \rk xi. I" 
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njyiii" unto them, Is tice*:; soying to them. Is a not :t'ritten^ (as V sect 

hVr°‘sl,"rbc"canlri ol'seryed but yestertiay,) “ My kaiM Ml k <-•- 
of all nations the “ Called ftfi kottsc ot prayer, and that not only 
house ofprayer? but for the Jews thenisclves, but (as the prophet 

dn/iruirvct “ “ “y®>) that join 

“ themselves to the Lord, or tor those pune, 
proselytes who from all the nej^hbounng 7i(i- 
tions shall resort to it?” (Isa. Ivi. G, 7.) But 
you have turned it to another use, and 7?iade it 
in etfeci, a den of^robbei'n, by t>uffering people 
here to carry on their trades, and to profane 
the place in which the Gentiles are to worship 
(jod, by scandalous extortion and unlawful gain. 
(Compare Mat. xxi. 12, 13, and Luke xix. 45, 

46, p. 2«9, 290.) 

And th6n, as considerable numbers of people 
were now gathered about him, Jesus' cried, or^'**"*^' 
proelauned with a loud voice, sayinu, Be it 
known unto you all, that in these extraordinary 
steps which I take for the reformation of abuses, 
anil the vindication of God’s house, I .act by his 
own mlmediate direction and authority; and 
he that coidially believes in nie, bdieveth notin 
7Ji(' alone, but in him that sent me, and thereby 
does an honour to the Father himself AiMl> 
he that sees me, and regards me with a lively 
faith, does also in eftbet &ee him that sent me, as 
the perfections of the Father an; disjilayed in 
me; whereas, he that shuts his eyes ageonst me, 
excludes the only means of bi’ing brought to 
the true knowledge of him. F*or, full of tlie4f> 
inspiration of his blessed Spirit, 1 am come a 
light into the World, that every < ne who really 
believes in me, might not any longer abide in 
darkness, but might attain to the knowledge of 
ail necessary truth, and the enjoyment ot the 
most solid and excellent happiness. And if^l 
any one of you hear my words which 1 am so 
frequently and freely S|)eaking, and will not be- 
lieve III me, I da not now condemn him, or im- 
mediately execute judgment upon him; fat 
(as I formei’ly declared, John ui. 17, sect xxvi.) 

J am not come at present to condemn the world, 
or to perform any work of wrath and tenor, 
whatever ill usigc I may meet with in it; but 
till’ design of my appearanc*’ is mild and gen- 
tle, and I am (•Ol^le to save the leaild, and to 
make i'lhahitajUs happy tor time and for 


io»N xir. Jc- 
. IS curd and 'said, 
J!c‘ ll.at l)(.lii vttb (111 
, IilIicvi til not on 
, but on liijii that 
■>riit me. 


Vi .And he that 
'V ( 111 me, sreth hiiu 
t‘uit acnt luc. 


ifli I .im oontp a 
li^ilit into tlu* iM>rld, 
tlut whowioior lie 
bci'*tlio 1 me, blio'iid 
not abide iii daik* 

til SS. 

iT And if anj' nniii 
ii‘Mr in\ woid.s, and 
In nut, I jiidije 
tiiiii not . for I came 
n .t to judi^e the 
nurld, but to save 
h • lour'd, 



i 108 He tiial rejects his icord shall be condemned. 


cicniily, l^ ilify w’ll lx: so wise as to licaikeii 
Cl- to ihr proposals' I olfer. Nevertbdes'^, tlioii}i,h 48 rip thai reject- 
'-j;j^l.lonotimim-(liatclyju(l^^^ yet he "Ih 3" 

xil. mr?r<f my words, will i.at'i .me that ludg. 

not escape tiiial coiulemiiation, but will find,'*'' *>im the \vord 
to his snrpri'.e cind coiiliision, that he //«? onr [!'■** ^ 

If/at judiscs him : lor theworathat I have spoLi’n , i,„n m tin; last day. 
tlioijoli heaul with indifft'rence from day to 
(la), IS reroitlfd iii the book of (rod’s remem- 
braoci.-; and as the tune will como when the 


proposals I have miule shall be reviewed, [trr/?] 
tha! very \\ ord skull judge him in the last aw- 
tsil /;//;/, ^ as tiic tenor of it is so excellent, that 
to have rejected it will prove a man ignorant of 
(doil, ami alienated liom true religion and good- 
Un^-s^. For 1 have not spoken oj imjsdt, cither 4o ror i luvp not 
on mv own motion, or on any precarious con- of mv-M it , 

ciusxMis drawn from principles divinely taught ; j,i„t mp, i.t 
hut the Father who sent me, he gave me ample a cominauciiu. m, 
instructions, and a particular commandment, "‘'f \ ''iiould s.iy, 
71'hut I should say, and what 1 shall yet speak hpeak"* 
in that part ol my work which is still before me. 

'jOy/?x/ 1 wdl faiihfully cemform myself to Ins in- >0 \iid i know 
structions, whetlu‘r men be pleased or ortendexi 
with me; for I know that his commandment is ,„jr whaivonti i 
of the greatest consequence, and that cVen/ff/ i.Ioil.pmis 
/</<? depends upon the knowledge and observ- '*■’‘''‘’ • ■'’*’1' 
mice of It; and therefore I would by no means 
vary in a matter of so luucb iniporiance; but 
whatever I say unto you, 1 speak \t just as the 
Father has given it me in charge, and alter 
nothing in the message he has sent me to deli- 
\ CM'. So that the clociriiie which 1 preach should 
be received as coming from the Father, and by 
rejecting it; you will bp guilty of despising liis 
authority. 

^ continue to reform abuses, * n k \i. i 

*^ and to teach the people with the utmost serious- 


'f/iut very word htiull judu^ hm^ &o, 
'< J» tXaX>iT66, nj%v.\ 

(Mir I oi-d, by this miinncr ol speak'ng, 
rcpitsciits hn woid as a penon that sbonld 
sit ill judj^incnt upon unbelief en at tho 
last 7l.iv . (C'oinpurelleb. iv . 13.) Jiut I can 
'll. no{;roiindiorMr Fletning's nitcrprc 
tatioii, (Christology, \ol I. p. l.'Jt*,)'«ho 
would rdidpr it, 'the :vAj(/< / havf 
•fiikcn (li, Ml judifc hinn ab if he h..d 


bjiil “ Thouph it is not niy pn svut Im- 
“ siuCb!) to do it, )ct I have a roiniiiiS' 
“ sion from .ny father, winch is licn-- 
“ after to take place, wh«‘ii 1 hlnll ap- 
" pear worthy of that ^leal iMine.” 1 
do not leovlleet tliat mir 1 oid li.id 
birnbclf the title of lu aiiv of his 
discourses With the .Ic s , and thcicfnn 
can see no reason to suppose siuh a rc* 
fcicnce to it. 



Reftcclions 

And thi* scribos and 
t'bief pnosis heard it, 
and '^nught. botv they 
iniiiht dc-.tioy him . 
for they frartl him, 
•because alJ the |«5<>- 
ph* was astonish, d at 
his doctrine. 


19 And when even 
was come, he went 
out of the cit) 


0)1 the regard due to Christ and his icord. 

ness and earnostness, on the second day of that 
week in wrhicli he siilferetl. Jnd the scribes mitl' 
chief priests were much ofFonded when they^ 
heard [oj iV,] and diligently sought here thcif 
might find out some expedient to destroi/ him, 
for tkci/ not only envied, but dreaded him, be- 
cause all the people were visibly struck into at- 
tention and wonder at his doctnne, and seemed 
dispos(‘d to ref*eive it with a respect propor- 
tionable to Its importance and solemnity. 

And, that he might give them no nnsca^on- ] 
' able advantages against him, when the evening 
Wis come, he ur^it out of the city, ;mti "peni the 
Tiighr as he had done before, in a retiieil place 
with his disciples. 


IMPROVFMENT. 


How hard is it to purge a carnal heart, arjd disentangle it from 
tlie hiure's of a deceitful world! No sooner were these fiuders 
driven Jrovi the temple, but they return to it again; and arc as 
busy the next day in the pursuit of their iinlawhil gain, as they 
had been before. And thus how often are convictions sti/ied by 
the hue of this world ! And if the voice of con.science, or the 
word of God, may interrupt us for a while in our unlawful cour.. 
so?, yet where it may alFect our worldly interest, how rca‘dy are 
vK‘ to return to them again : and with what difficulty are we 
brought so tar to lay aside our earthly projects, as not to take 
them vvitli us into the houM of God! Purge us, 0 Jjord, from 
every irregular desire; pursue and perfect ihinc own work; and 
incline our hearts unto thy testimonies, and not unto covetous^ 
ness! (Psal cmx. 36.} 


Maik 

XI. 


1.5, n 


Most important is iliat proclamation which our Lord made m 
the temple, and is still making to us in bisword: believing 
him, u'e believe in the Father i md seeing him , we see the Fa- * 
thcr. Let ns be ready therefore to receive him out of regard to 
Ills divine authority, as well as with review to our own happi- 
ness; for without him wc can have no access unto the Father, 


nor can we ever see him, as a reconciled God. — The sacred light 


which he dilVuscs around him, is not intended mtirely to amuse 
our eyes with pleasing speculations, hut to animate om* lioaii.s 
with holy alFeetions, and to guide our jecl into the way (f pi iur. 
(Luke i. 7 p,) If wc desire therefore to escape an abode m eu'i - 
nal darkness, and to set; light everlasting, let us fiiitliiiilly follow 
him: wQ ure condemned already, and that word iJnch 

he spake will become to us a savour of death unto death, (‘J f^ir 
11 . lu.) and will the last aolemn aud dreadful day., 

’v’nen it shall sentence those who would not be saved by it. 



JIQ T}ic disciples observe that tkejg^tree was toilhered away. 

SECT. Let ns now m.ike that u^ord the rule of our life which shall 
Cl. then he the rule of our judgment. We may most comfortably 
venture our eternal all on the exact veracity of it. Christ has 
.y®’*' ^perfectly fulfilled the coinmis^ion he received from his Fa- 
^ iher, as one that was faithful to him that appointed him; and 
stands so comjdetely aiiproved in his sight, that our only hope 
js, that we also may be accepted in birn, and find mercy and 
grace for his sake. 

SECT. CLI. 


Jesu^ returning to the rify m the mornwgy his disciples obsene 
that the far -tree teas withered away : being come into the tem^ 
pic, he confound s the members of the' sanhedrim, iJio question- 
ed his autfioritcp, and reproves them hythe parable oj the com- 
plaisant but disobedient son. Mat. XXL 20 — 32; Maik XL 
ijO, to the end ; XI 1. 1. — Luke XX. \ — 9. — 


M \RK XL 20. 

SFCT. Jesus, having spc*nt the night with his 

cu. disciples in a retired place without the city, 
returned again to Jerusalem on the tliird day of 
XL *20 which he suffered . and in the morn- 

ing, as thei/ were passing by the spot of ground 
where he had cursed the barren fig^rec on the 
day hetorc, when the disciples saw the fig-tree 
dried up Jroin the \cry roots, and so entirely 
'Stripped of its leaves that, though it stood at 
some distance from the road, liiey easily discern- 
ed the change, they were greatly struck at the 
sight,, and wondered, saying. How soon is the fig- 
irce that stands v ondcr flWty, though 

13 1 yesterday it seemed so flourishing! And Peter, 
recollecting what liad passed, took notice of it 
to Jesus, and said unto hi?n^ Rabbi, behold the 
fg-tree which thou cursedst but yestertlay, is 
now quite withered auay.^ 

22 And Jesus answering, says unto them, S.re that 
you have a stedfast faith in God, and a full con- 
li'Jcjicc in bis power and fidelity, when yon feel 


Mahh XI. 'JO, 
AND in tlir inorn- 
asthrypassicfl 
bv, rhe di^bi- 

pies., J snwlhe fig-tn-c 
dried up from tlie 
rooth, fthfy tnarvfN 
led.^H ving, How toon 
!■; thr hg-tif*e withei- 
cd away?] [Ma\ 
XXI. 20 J 


21 And Pfter, oall- 
ing to ii'inopibiuncv, 
s.uih unto him, Mas- 
ter, behold the lig- 
tree, whioli Ihoti ours • 
edst,is\vithercilaw.iy 

32 Aud ,lcsus aii- 
swiiiiiXt 'aitli unto 
tbcni, Have faith in 


fl' A#"! t/tc’ (hseipkf saw tke Jff-tref} stance."? to the next morning, and so par* 
Alatthcw relates this story of the fig-tree, tieiilorlv iiicntuais Peter’s recollecting 
as if th ‘ iiotirc that the dibciplcs todk of what tuid pasbed before, that it ib plain 
It, and the arcountthat Jesus gave them his> order must be followed here, wbic b 
of tlie power of f.iitn, followed imon- Maltheiv has neglected, that he 
diately upon his cursing it. Hut Mark give us the who!*' of the sfory together 
brfb so expressly rtfern'd thesc^oirf mu 




Jesus exhorts them to hcwe faith in Goi. 1 

Cod: [Mat. XXI. hiin secH'tly moving on your sf>irits, to stir you 
"*i7ror verily [.sav miriiculous opcnUion.'^ Fny I «9- 

iinto you, iiiat siiredl^ s&ij unto ypu. That f you have «icli ■ 
y'e ha\e faith, and firm alltl stedfast/tfiM, of GoiJ ^ 

do 1?" ‘•‘■•"'K ready to stand M- you ywt shall n«t on{y 
tviuch th time to the «o ^ucb mimcUis US ttiiH oj the fig^frety hut aL 
fig-tree j but also] so shfill perform far greater things ; y«i, w//o.sci. 

lie thou removed, oelieving temper, shall attem^U any lijiiio ad 
.ind be thtunast into difficult find extraordinary, as if ho were to i^av 
tiu'bea; and shall not mountain which wc are Tiow crossiii» , hr 

doubt in his heart, , , , • * ’ , 

blit shall bciif'^e that from hence, ayid throu'n luW the 

t hose things whirii he dwtant .ffC .• and shall not at all doubt in his 
as!* shdM come to mwdy' bitf.stedfastly believe that uhat he says 
done, «Ll he* shall shall Qomc to poss^^t shall accordingly be done, 
have \viiatboe\cr he [find] shall be to him just as he says. And for 2\ 

1 this to encourage you boldly to act as 

•li I .And] thcr' foie shall du'cct and instjgateyou, Isay unto you , 
iNay iintoyuu,\\hat 'rhut whatsot'vcr things yon shall [desire] and 
thiug« soever ) o de ^ of God iw jto make It iiiandVst that 

jjrayiv,] believe that Confirm your doc- 

je receive Mew, and trine; W' y6a hcUeve that yoli shall actually it- 
them, however difficult the things may be 
* that you request, y’et in such circumstances they 
shall certainty be done, and you shall have them. 

. ‘25 .And vvhep y« But Still 1 would subjoiu OHC caution ; that 2/> 
-und praying, toi- expect your prayers should jirevdil with 

God, you rmrst take care to offer them in love*, 
as well as in faith; and when yon stand pray mg, 


^ Ifnvefuifhm Cod, S-e.J It is cerlain 
that tiK attempt ol iKifoiming miracles 
in public, wa> a icuiark.iblc instance of 
fnith in the Divine power and fidelity; 
for liny vvere generally introduced by 
'•oine solemn dccldrutiou of vvliat vvas in* 
tf'iidiMl, vvhidi wd<> III tffect a prediction 
of imrncdiaK' success : (so Peter ‘■ays, 
A< ts iiJ 6, In tke name of Jam Christ, 
Jiun up 0 ')d tt'afk ; ly. :5-l, Fneai, Jetus 
Chriii mnlitk Hit-r i^hoU', and again, vcr. 
40, lubUha, Aiue J And ui pronouncing 
thi", the person speaking panned all his 
nc.lit as a niesaeng' > fioiii (I'od, and 
«:onsc(|uently all the honoiir and useful- 
ness of Ins future life, on the initnediatc 
miraculous energy to attend hi- wonlu, 
and to he vi ibly c\crted on his uttering 
them. And heuce it is, that suCti a firm 
coiragcous faith js so often urged on 
those lo whom such niiraciilous jiowcis 
vioie given. — Hui what kind of nitjma- 
fi'U) oi Cod's intencb'd nnracidous iiitei- 


position Ihe hpostlcs in such cate^ tVit 
on tUeir minds, it is impossible ti i .mv , 
Without having exper.enml it, tv kii ivi 
It i$ thei-efore an Instance ol tin u n's- 
dom, that they ncner pretend lo I'esi iil)( 
it, since no woids could have coum veil 
tho idea. 

e H’Aen yoK stand jfrcy’Jtg] There ip 
no room Vo doubt, Uiat staudiiij, vvu- 
tbf'ir usi'Hl posture vJieii thev pravtd ; 
as Dr, I ighttoot observes with i >i|u ; n, 
tJic .lews, '(Hor Hcb, on Mar vi 
and the learned author of llicIiKpuiv in- 
to the Wor'ship of the Piiinitive t himh, 
(chap. 11. (j 1 .) has iJjewii it lo he the 
piactice of ttic fiist awes ot the ( liiiuii.'iti 
church. (Compare Mat VI. 5 , uidl/ ki. 
XV 111. 11 .) Bui a- the vvoid ha- 

no parlicuKir sigui/ic.iiK’v lieiv, I iinah' 
h.ave omitted it 111 the ti.inslatiou is il-c 
Pru>Rmn editors have fiequenth d nc, 
but that'I do not chunse to inuliiply l i 
plctivo ill the sacrnl wnitir'^- 



312 He canes again to Jerusalem^ and preaches in the temple. 


SECT, in the presence of that Majesty of heaven whom 
CLi. j ou Imve oflfended by so many provocations, yon 
Mark if you have any matter of com- 

XI. 'lb plaint agaimt any ; that your Father in heaven 
2(3 may also forgive you your trespasses. But ij 
you do not forp^ive e.\e\\ your most cruel ene- 
mies, and much more your offending brethren, 
neither will your Father in heaven forgive you 
your trespasses: (compare Mat. vi. t 4 , 15 ; xviii. 
35 ) And if your trespasses be not forgiven, 
you have little reason to hope for such extra- 
01 diiiary interpositions in answer to your pray- 
ers, or if those nuerpo^itioos were to be grant- 
ed, vou would receive no manner of advantage 
from them, while amidst all the glory vof work- 
ing the rinost amazing miracles, you lay under 
the load ot' guilt and condomoation. 

27 And after Jesus had been thus discoursing 
with ins disciples by the way, they come again 
to Jerusalem ; and when he was come into the 
templfy It came to pas^y that as he was xvalking 
there,** johilp he taught the people who Hocked 
around him, and zealously preached the gospel 
of the kingdom to ail that were' dest rails to br. 
instructed in it,< the chiej priests^ and the scribes ^ 
and the elders of the people^ who were contriv- 


.givoiif je h.ivc ought 
aguiast any : that 
your Fatb... 
which IS in heaven 
may forgive vou 
your trrspass^s 
26 I!ut if you do 
not torgive, neither 
will your Father 
which 14 heaven for- 
give your trespassc". 


27 And they ( urn< 
again to Jerusalem ■ 
anil [when he wa^ 
cornu into the teiii- 
ple,] f f.t'hE, it carnc 
to pass, that ns he 
was walking, [I uki , 
as ho taught tlic peo- 
ple, and preaehed 
the pos'ieljJ there 
iLvKR, eaine upon 
him]thcchKfprK’'L'-, 


St came to pass, that as he was Vulkina.] 
Luke, who tells this, as he does >cvur^l 
othui stones, in a less circiiinsuuitial 
manner, say s it was ojt one ctf those itays : 
hut the in'-ertion of that clause here 
would have been improper, conMdvnug 
how particularly thd date of this fact is 
lived by Mark, if the ruder .sfioulifhap- 
pen elsewhere to meet wiih the om'Ssien 
of a word or two in any of ihe evauge- 
tisls, (which he very seldom will,) f hope 
he will not condemn it, till he reflect 
whcilicr It may not be accovinted for in 
thn sano- manner. 

< 7 / 0 ' chuf pittits — anil the elh'rs of the 
p-’oplr ) ’’Iheae are tiller that frequently 
occui, h-it It IS not Ha>y to tix a deter- 
minate idc4 to them — Fy the cht^ 
priest',, I think we may vnivlemtaiiU any 
peculiar (listipcti'>ii in thc.Aaro'vic fami- 
ly : so that it may include the high piiest, 
his deputy or sai;an, aiiv of the heads of 
the tv«enty-four eourscB of prie-tv vvl»,> 
might hapf»«‘n to be m waiting, and hke- 
vrt .'viy of thiiic wh,m the TalmudiMs 
Called t'atholicm, Amaroahn and Me- 


piupniiniwho (if their trstimonv may h'* 
cjrcfbtcd) vieere apfiointcd to picsidc lotr 
the other pir'-ts and Lcvitf>,, .uiil* to re- 
gulate the watch, the singer-., Li . A 
summary account of tliim may bi* -n u 
in Kekiod. Aiitiq. Heh. p.nrt ii. cap. id 
§ 4, b. — By the elders o! the peop'e, soim 
would understand tho-.e representative.-' 
dho were called Vxri ^tationaiji, that 
were appointed to attend in their course- 
at the hours of tnuiiiHig .and evoiuiio: s.i- 
criticR 111 the niin»e ut the whole Israeli - 
tish ii.iriori . but J ritlher suppo-e it may 
Signify the niembevs of the grand -janlit- 
drmi, to whom that title mo-i cimnentlv 
and properly holoogc'l , wh.ch is the more 
prolxible, a» l cv wc-ra the persons imd.'i 
w hose cognizance the late acti m of Christ 
m purging the temple would mo&l natui- 
ally fail. These with the prisons abov-c- 
nii*ntioiiod, probably appeared ir. a loh- 
siderable company, on ptiypo.'e to daiuil 
him, and to bear an united te-timouv 
agamst him, if any thin^ evcepiuniabl' 
'-hould f.A' from hi.n r.n this o'’c.inun 





The priests come to him, mid qiitslimi lm authority. 

iftd the scribes, and mghisdestruction, iiiabodv, with 

pie] xx7 ^ strong desi re to confou od and overbear him: and 
— I.UKB XX. I.] ^ they spake lo him in such a manner, as to express 
i.uKB XX. 2. And their high di.spleasure at what had lately passed, 
Thou hast here taken upon thee to re- 
authority dost thou *onii the temple, whici) IS our province alone, 
these thing-, > or who and hast ill a tumultnons manmT driven out 

Ih«''S..s‘^autiionv perm^sioD to Uaffick in the 

(mabk, to do »hcM> outer court ; we insist upon it, therefore, that 
thmgsp [Mat. XXI. thou tell VS roundiv and plainly, by what au- 
xMabk XI. 28. j ifi^T/'iiy tkou dost all extriiordinary things? 

and who he is that gave thee this authority on 
which thou presumest to do than 9 
C) And [Jesns] an- ylud Jssus, that he might at once reprove the 
suered and said uuto impropriety of the question in those circum- 
ask \oii [Mark, one *^*'10008, and 111 effect rctum an nnexception- 
qucstion], and’ an- able, though obliquc, answpr to it, said to them 
swer^rne, [nvn oiif reply ^ I wUl also osk you One plain question 
uu me,* I ^iViikc- occasion *. and pray ansurr nie this one 

wise will tell you hv tiling j whick if you tell witf, 1 will likewise give 
wiMt authority I do you all the satisfaciion you can desire, and 
xxf ^i.^^wlRK XJ. tell you, if yon do yet indeed need to 

24.] ' ‘ he told, by what authority I do these things. 

4 The baptism of Y’ou all remember the baptism of John, which- 

by such ninftitudes of people, and 
of men? (Mark, an- cven by many of your leading men: (compare 
sworiin- 1 Map xxi. Mat. lii, 7, sect xvi.) Now I would gladly 
*'> — Mark XI. yo.] wliiit you thiiik of Its original; From 

whence was it that he had his commission ? was 
it from heaven, as he openly professed ^ or was. 
ii merely a contrivance 13/ ? Answer me \.\\\'<, 
andtheni will immediately resolve your question. 

Ami they rea- Were perfectly coiifounded at SO un- . 

,-)ncd with ihi m- e^tpcctcd a demand, and reasoned among them. 
^hjii M\, Fioni hi-.'i- selves, as it was natural to do, atrer thi^ manner, 
\c.i Ji( Will su) lull saying, If we shall say. That John’s baptism 
to 11. 1 W hy iiicribc- v\'as /ro77/ hcax eii, he wilt say to us, Why thei'e- 
[aIaV. \\\ didye not believe him, and yield to his well- 

MAnK XI 31.] known and repeated testimony of me Hut if 
6 fiiit and if we That his baptism had no divine 

[we ftir] ill the pco- Will Hint, but was merely the device 0/ some 
pie will stone us. wicked ail J designing who by that grave 

for they be [all] per- solemnity endeavoured to introduce their own 
apiopheffMAHK. m- anihitious selieiiic^, tee have reason to /tv?’ that 
Hi-e.i,] [Maf XXI. all the populace who are here assembled uv/Zi isc 
2’‘. MuikXI y>] up nnd stone us ; for the ij arc all lirnilv per- 
suaded that John was really a prophet *<006 of 


31 S 

SFA'-R 

cn. 

l.uk. 
XX. i 



■314 He confounds them by asking what they thyiighl of John 

SECT. God ; and as va*!t niimbcfs of them were baptis- 

sLi. ed by him, they wmU never bear to hear him 
V ill lied, either as an enthusiast or impostor. 

XX. 7 therefore they declined to tell him what 7 And tiu v im- 
were their real sentiments, and answered Jesus s«crc(i [MAnf, and 
by sayiuii^ Ive cannot yet rcrtainly w r.umot tdij »hcmr 
[it e£>tf.v] ; for it is a (juestion which ^tiil lies be- ^ f:*UT. xxi. 
tore the sanhedrim, artd which they have not 
yet expressly determined. ^ 

8 ydnd Jems immediately 7'ephed and said unto ^ ^i,,] 
thenif i\cifhet'do I think it, at ail necessary to tell [Mark, .mswr-i jim] 
^'liu by xahat auihonty 1 dotheie things; for the 
ot.’K'r question naturally requires to be deter- i!"i ailruj,rbv’i llo 
inmed first, and when you think proper to de- these Ihmgt. [Mat. 
cidotliat, you may easily perceive that* the same MAnitXi 

answer will serve for both.S'> 

jiark^ having thus silenced the members of t!ie mark xii. i — 

g^roat council, who bad taken upon them to aikI hp bciian to 
examine' him for his late proceedings, he be^an spf'*ikimtothon)[m/ 
toipeak untu thm, [and] to the people wlio 
were now assembled, by seviiral parables^ of o.«_j 
which vite shall give a more particular account. 

Mat. And first, he said to the scribes and Pharisees, 

XXI. 28^,ijjj |jy h.i(j hegj, discoorsing, You have li'Jn ^ m" n hlid 
evaded a direct answer to my question, but what fwo sons, and ho 
think you oi yonx own conduct in these circum- t*ainctothrfust,and 
.stances, and of all the high professions you make 
of an extraordinary reverence tor God, and zeal jard 
in hifj service ^ I will plainly telly on my thoiigljhi 
of it, which are very naturally connected with 
the present subject. 

There was af /nan who had two sons ; and com- 
ing to ihe prsty he said, So?t go directly away 
and work to-day in my vineyard^ where thou 
knovvest there is business to do that requires He nnswmu 
thine attendance. And he answered in a very and said, i will not 
29 rude and undutifui manner, and said, I will not ; 

^ Th^' other quetiUon naturally requires one band, the cvprc'-s testimony nhidi 
to be doti-inriiiK d first.] 'that singular .Tohn bore to Cbnst musit be a siiflieiciil 
tuin uhiclnbe readei uill ohscr.c to piooFoi bit. Divine ini'-sion, if that oi 
given to ibis {«nwcr of onr 1 ord in tlie John xas allowed; (ainco, aeeordiiig: t»> 
pa 1.1 phrase, bv which I ihiMli the pr»A- a ‘cwish maxim, 'thb icslmmif of one 
pro ty of It to be much illiistraUd, I oue prophet iv'is mt/fiiienl (oronfirm the uulh rt- 
to that A cry aceurnte .ind learned friend /.;« uf anothn J ; so Christ lud spoken in 
whi' suggested the substance of note s on such an honourable uianncr of John, that 
John VII. f2'2, p 4S to condemn John as an itnpostor, would 

6 'J’he same au'wcrwill serve for both.] imply a like cciis'ire on ilip Uiaiaeirr ot 
Tbii Mas pbiiule d." e.ire; for as, on il'« 



The parable of the kvo som bid to mrk in Ihc vineyard. 315 ' 

but afterwards he re- but afUrmrds com\t\et\n^ better of it, he re- sect, 
pcnted, and went that he liac^ Used hie father so ill ; and^ <'t[. 

to make the best amends he could, he went 
the vineyard, and laboured ddigently there. 

,30 And he came to jnd when the first had given so undutifnl an ' 
likeS." An^llemi- ^nswcr to his father, he came to the second, and 
swered and said, 1 said to him in the same manner as he had done 
^),Sirjandweiftnoi. to his brother : and he, being a smooth plausi- 
ble lad, answered, with great submission and 
readiness, and said. Sir, [i am going] this mo- 
ment to obey your commands and yet, after 
all, he went not to the vineyard, but spent the 
whole day elsewhere. 

31 Whcihoi of j would leave it to yourselves to Judge, 51 

wiSrof'^X" fatheV^ l^htch of the /Ujti youths 1 have been speaking 
They say unto him, of did the Will oj [/m'«J father, and with which 
The hrst.— of them he would, on the whole, be best pleas- 
ed ? and without any hesitation they say to him. 
Undoubtedly the first of them. 

— jcMis saith unto Then JtsuSy upon this, says to them, 'I'be ap- 

u»t 0 'vmr'rh.'t the pi'f atijJii of- this parable is very easj ; for tKus 
publicans and the it is, that notwithstanding your professions of a 
harlots go into the resard to God, yet in your practice you are dis- 
obedient children, and reject his gospel ; and 
verily 1 say unto you. That even the most aban- 
< doned sinners of the age, such as the publicans 

and common prostitutes, are much more open to 
conviction, and more likely to be wrought upon 
than you ; and so many of them have already 
been awakened to repentance, that their exam 
pie might lead you the way into the kingdom oj 
God ; but, with all your pretences to sanctity, 

32 For John came yQu vyjji not follow them. For, though you 32 
0 fMgC,“nm,’nd not integrity enough freely to own it, you 
yei)clii!ved him not know, ill youf owfi consciences, that John came 
buuiiejM.biicaiisaud not ^^iIq yQji jn a suspicious manner, but in the 
^ini ^’'Aud righteousncss ; and did, in all his minis- . 

try, uiainiain the uniform character of an up- 
right and pious man, as well as of a plain and 
awakening preacher, yet you lulievcd him not ; 
but the publicans and harlots, of whom J spake, 
believed him : and you were still so obstiiiaie, 
thoi when you saw [//J, and perceived a 
» 

Str, I am This was a propci fesstd the (',icatOil icadincss and /oal m 

emblem 4>f the hypocrisy of Jhe senins his semco, while their «liole Iims v'* u 
and I'harisecs , who addressed God nn- a senes of di'>t>bf.li»“n''t' .ind rebellion •' 
d' r tlic most hononrablc titles, and nio- 



316 Reflections on the vanity of pretences to religion. 


SECT. pTovving reformation among the most abari- y® seru ?/, ro 
cu. doiicd of mankind yet not a/tnirards n’ 

repent y [50 as] to believe him. (Compare 1 ,ukc him. 

XXL *5 VII. 29,30, Vol. 1. p. 320.) And therefore I 
solemnly warn you, that your condition will an 
otiier day be worse than theirs; and' that yon 
shall sec those whom ) ou now despise and ab- 
hor, entering into the glory from which \ou 
shall be excluded. 


1MPR0^?E.MFNT. 

How little do the most specious pretences of piety signify, il 
they are not animated by the heart, and contirmeil liy the life! 
How vain are all the compli mental ybrmfi of religion ^ vihen ad- 
dressed to that God who penetrates all t!ic secrets of the soul, 
and can have complacency in nothing but real and solid ^ood- 
ness! Yet how many are there, who are free of their promises 
both to God and man, but always fail when the time of perfor- 
wrfflMtc comes ! And how many, with these unhappy rulers m 
32 Israel, go on to pride themselve.s in a kind of external nearness, 
to God, and perhaps in a boasted commission from him, who 
are themsidves no far from in\ kingdom, that even publicans and 
harlots^ who did not pretend to any religion, arc hiorc like to be 
brought into it than they, as being more open to a conviction of 
their sin and danger, and so more ready to embrace an oflered 
Saviour! l.etus dread the guilt of receiving the grace of God in 
vain, lest by rejecting the calls of the gospel, and abusing the 
privileges we enjoy, our hearts be hardened through the deceit- 
ful ness 0 / sin so as to perish in impenitence and unbelief. 

23 In vain do we, like these Pharisees, inquire Into the evidences 
of Christ's authority, if we are not heartily resolved to submit to 
it. Yet with such cavillers and hypocrites must his ministcis 
24—27 expect to meet. May they learn, by the example of their great 
Master, to answer them with the meekness of unsdom, and to join 
ihr sagacity ef the serpent with the gentleness and innocence of 
the dote f 


i^fark The promises which are made to a miraculous faith in prater,. 
^ arc not indeed our immediate concern ; hut we may truly infer t rom 
some encouragement in favour of the prayer of faith, on 
whatever account, and in whatever circumstances it he offered. 
Vj, 26 At least wc may infer the necessity offargmiig injuries, if we 
* desire that our petitions .should be received with fax our. Lotus 
remember it; and labour to approach the throne of a. forgiving 
God, with hearts not only clear of every 'malignant passion, but 
full of that cordial and universal benevolence which may engage us 
to pray for all men, and particularly for those who have least dc 
served our kindness, ami seem least disposed to itMjiiite it. 



Thi parable of the vincj/ardict io zcided husbandmen. 317 

SKCT. ^CLII. 


Chrifit the parable of ilia lineyard let mU to unfaithful 

Im'bandmcn; J ram uhkh hr takes occasioyi plainly to admonish 
the Jrd'ish rulers of the danger and ruin they would incur by 
the -^chnnes they were forming against him. Mat* XXI. 33, 
to the end; Mark XII. — I — 12; Luke XX. 9 — 19. 


Mil, XXI :)3. 

J Jl*’ \]i andtliCT pa- 
* rablc Thcit was 
a c‘<'i tnin lv>U!^i>ldci , 
whu'lt planted a vine 
\ard, and it 

ruiiiid about, and 
digged a wine- press 
in It, [(»r a lifticc fur 
lh(' wine fat^, and 
built a tower, and let 
It out to husband’ 
men , and went into 
.1 tai niuiitry [1 ukf, 

till A loiig tiUK ] 

iMviis XW.— 1. 
1 1- r, \X.— 1) ) 


/ 


, r \nd (.It the 
M .» 1 , when tin; 

tiu, st tlio fl'Ht 
dtrw 1,1 .n- III aOrif liis 
scr\ lU'V to rln hii'- 
biiiidmeti, tl .it rlu'v 
ini>;bL iceciv" itVoui 
tl<(' II id).ii'driien of 
lilt* t’l ,il of I lie \ iiii • 

\ard.| (MiKK XU. 
■2. r.iiKi. \X. 10—] 
?>'i And the hus< 


Mat. XXI. 33. 

()UR Lord having thus reproved the priest*? sect. 

and ciders in the temple who had been clii. 
questioning his authority, and shewn how inex* 
cusable they \vcrt;in noibeliexing John, xxr^*^3 { 

they could not deny him to be .sent of God,*' 
continued his dtscoqrsc, and said to them and 
to the people, Hear now another parabky in 
whicli you are very nearly concerned, as jour 
own consciences must quickly tell you : There 
was a certain man, a master of a considerable 
Jarnily and estate, who planted a vineyard^ and 
spared no cost to render it rruitfiil; for he 
made a strong hedge round it^ to preservi* it 
from the incttrsion of men nr beasts, and dig- 
ged [tf place for] a wine-press in it, fer] a laige 
cauty which nrigbt serve as a fat Jor the wtne, 
to receive the liquor when pressed from the' 
grapes ; '• and lie also built a tower in it for the 
accommodation and del’f'uce of the labouiiTs ; 
and then he let it out lo husbandmen, w'lo weic 
to pay him a teitaihacknowledgiveiiruut nl tin* 
produce of it ; and he liimsclt dc paited i hence, 
and took a Journey for a long time into a distant 
country. 

And at the firoper season., when the time f /*3 j. 
gathering in the Jruit approached, and a reiiiin 
was to he made him from the profits of it, he sent 
his sorauts to the husbandmen who liad i'aniK d 
it, that he mig'^f receive from the hiisbondmcn 
diat |.roi)ortion oj theji uii’oj the vuieyard w ha h 
was due to him for the rent. And toe husbuna- '\ 
men wic kedly conspiring to keep the vine} aid 


“ ! Jut for the hew uses} sed fioiii irr.ipcs. Th(* one uf I brvi 

11 m; worn Xtiv'jv, .iml Murk .‘t.oX>iv(w 'I'lic natiuallv implus tlie utlioi ; bi't hit 
liMiiier Signifies tVii MV, ilu otlici J.ord niiylit without .u v uiipropri'.’ • 

Um* u'tdii a. 111 whitli <he Jiiuiition bo'.i 

V IS fiMil tthioh ici'L'ivi'd ihc lujuoi pU” 



l uKa XX. 16 — 
[Jejrui saidf^ He .><hall 
coinc and dcstioy 
these busbandrmii^ 
and shall gnc the 
vineyard to others 
iMiRK XII.— o } 


330 He will therefore destrO}} them, and let the vineyard toothen, 

hEcT. demn themselves; and [Jems added ^ You have 
cLii. ansATred right: he shall indeed quickly vomef 
Uind destroy these husbandmen of whom i speak, 
whoever they shall appear to be, with terrible se- 
verity, and Will give the vineyard to others. Now 
all tHiS was as if he had said, Consider your own 
concern in what you have beard: God has plant- 
ed a church among you, and given you an ex- 
cellent revelation of his will; abundant provi- 
sion has been made, both for your protection 
and your improvement too: but you have un- 
gratefully refused the fruits of obedience, wliicb 
were so justly his due; and when he has tre- 
quently sent his servants the prophets, with one 
message and demand after another, you the ru- 
lers and teachers of Israel, to whom the cultiva- 
tion of the vineyard has been committed, have 
treated them in a most ungre^tt ful and barbarous 
manner: and now at last he has sent his son, 
and you are going to seize on him, and to add 
that murder which you are now contriving to 
the guilt of all your other crimes. 1 leave it 
therefore to your own consciences to judge what 
the event must bo. And for this reason liow / 

^^saij 1/M/o yo/f plainly, That the kingdom of God, 
wliich you have thus vilely and ungraiefullv 
abused, shall he taken au ayjrom you. and 'len 
to a nation which shall tiring forth the /nr 's 
^herinf, that is, his go^^p(•l shall be tak ' i fi(^ni 
\ou, and be carried to the Gentih ./lio will 
liave more regard to the favour shewn them, and 
improve it much better than you have done. 

Jnd when they heard this sad denunciation 
with wliich the partible concluded, and found 
that [z/] was aimed at them, they said, God for^ 
hid, that this should be the case with regard to 
us, nor can vve ever believe that it will. 

1 7 And Jesus looked upon them with great serious- 

ness and solemnity m his countenance, and said 
'Ltniothem, What is this then that iswiinenf (Ps. 

(‘Will. 22, Did you nneer read, o\ never re- 
rli'ct upon, thh remarkable jiussage in the scrips 
tares, “ The stone which the builders refused, the 
sa)ne is become the /tcf/</-stonc of the corner A 


XX. Ir. 


Mat. XX r 
Theiefuip'-ay I initt, 
you, Th»* kingdom lit 
God ^h^ll bt* tafr;-ri 
iron) you, and giuo 
to a nation hniigiiif 
forth the truus thtre 
of 


JlKF XX. — 16 
And when they hcaid 
it. they said, God fu*-- 
hid. 


17 And [Jcsufcl be- 
held Utein .uid s.i.d 
[unto them ] tVh.u is 
this then tliat is wiit- 
11*0 > [Didyonevii 
rojid [Mark, this] in 
the sciiptnrcs,] I he 
Stone i^hich the 
builders rejected, 
the same is bcconn. 


f y/ic* ft -itoiip cf the I’his ywvini;, rathiT than the thief iO’ 

5 ; i! r i'i li‘ the nif iiimg of the wuida ntt^Uone, as it docs not appear exactly xo 



The Jewish rulers seek to seke him^ but are afraid of ihe’pcople, I 


tiio luMd of iiie cor- « is ikc /jii'd's doin» ^ and il if uondaful 

“I 0“>- 

niArMlloMs 111 our might stHMii 10 bi* acfoirtplislietl in the exalta- , 

• cjivJj [M^r \Xi. tlou of Daviil to the Jewish tliione, arc in thcir>;x 17 
4'2 Mabk Xii 10, jjigiji-sf sense applicable to the Messiah, » who, 
though disdainfully rejected by you scribes and 
J*harisees and rolers of the people, whose office 
11 Is to build up the churc h, is nevertheless cho- 
sen by (Jod to be its gieat Support and orna- 
. , I tii.i] ui.osd- nioiit Jnd ihererore let nit* phiinl} tell you,iS 
.\.i siuii t.>" iipun /rhat u/iosorvn' shall fall upon this stone, that 
' I"’''"' ' '■ |v; wliosoever shall stumble at me and mv iloc- 

. H.,, , sh.iii !,ii time, while I am here on enrili in this humble 
-r will Lii.iil iiiin i.> (oini, he shall he brutan and damaged by il ; 

but on u'hoinsoetrt' it shall fill, wlien raised up 
to glorious an eminence, it shall even grind 
hnii fu /wrcde/*,“,likc a l)iittle polslieid ci.nslied 
!)) the weigiit of some huge stone falling upon 
It fiMin on liigh (eonifian* Dan. 11. 4 t.) So 
w liO(*ver shall ojipost' me after my exaltation to 
gloiy, and the pouring out of my Spirit lor the 
lull rc\e!tiiu)ii (d ms gospel and pioof of my 
iniNsion, he will hijng upon hniist 11 ' aggravated 
gni'i, and divaijful iinuvoid.ib'e deslinction 
- 'lui i wii, n| - Ind ikhen the chiej pricfts' and the fcri!)e<i and 19 


i,'< (iiM. |.rji '.fs .p.(i plhinsref had heard hn pit''ahlcs which he liad 

X'll'id It- piovokctl at what 
. ii, -. j Hi. IK 11 .(! sa. 1 , that even in that, vay hour \\\{ey 

■- itiv' h .\u s.i. s;iii t j,hl to Idi/ the. I handf on him, that they might 

i',^\ !i hiniiMoto di'aih ; /’"/■ ^//n/ plainly 
)i. it 1, -'ll id p^ nor. id I'lJ/ he had sphlen this parcihle of the 

i.iis pii.iij'i iiiiM wiihtd hiisIwMidinen that shouhl i»e de.stiosed 


111'., r ti) If. . (tjdi. 11 eo, aiid 

I IVt il I, j will ii, I' the ( ujiiia 1 1011 111 

TLl |.l It . S > 1 ' >», 1 IS IV< II .is III 1>M' uf 
I III oi'iM .i.iTiiiii',) '■uwii cs iImI lai.a 
I 1 . 1 . 1 ' . wl." h l'’V .11 1 I 1 H li"(ii.m of 

. ' I Imi.IiIiII', .'s Its S pJKMt W II ll IS 
III' tiiiiiliid .(ill I w.iids <.i Uiis hi ad siuric 
I illiiiH nil a pPls II, < I .us ii'it til Mil, wiili 
ll<( S||p|)(>.sltl< n lit Ms ljL'lll,‘f l.lid Oil IJI 

uiihrihi },i.iir. (1. ('. iiip.iif /t'cli i\ 7. 

a Ihmuli ilitn iiii;'i.. si i in U) l)o .u-- 
Mirnplisl'i'd ill tiu* evriltali .» nf IJa\ id, 

I Mr .Ji’lii’i'v has |ustl\ nlisi’i ved (in 
l\‘vi. w p liy,’) til n Dll ill'' pi iiiM- 
jiii'M'f ' ii.iliijy ihis pti-.>.a 'i' w ill I’l mm h 
I . till' p'l'.'iii piirpo I ill iiuli II liDiild 

^ I . • . 1 ' III tl>"r pi 11 V I'. '111- 

\'-l II 


iiicdialch iiiP.in1 nf Pis.d a. it will 
prove thit lilt mat hiuldurs nt [ , 1 . 1^1 
iiulIiI ' 111' whdiii < Hid iiiU'ii led lyi 

the III .>/ Un . ' 1 1 

•• 0/1 :f / '/ fij'l tiif}, Lw in, 
SMlllh\ SlIppO'D lll.llliili IS ,111 ulluslDll 
to the two ditleiMit w l^s ol sloiuii:; .1- 
n'OMi. till' .lew > , till* liiiniiM, l)j lliiiwin;f 
a fMisonduun iipnii i f:n..ir stone, .md 
the oiliei bv Ictliii'; h stone tall upon 
li'iii IWit SI' I iMfiiiot SI I- lint the laUcr 
w.i'jtjil more (In .idful tliati Ihi. toiirur, 
siiii'f 111 hill h a la,*' a ijunk disp.iuh 
iniuhl srein niosi dO' irible, il sc, ui ti 
nil 111 , it the i iiti* :iitd In .inly ol this p.i- 
tliMu' p.is>..'<ji’ w (Ill'll 1 )' III 1 'anal nn a 
siiii lo t L , i ' ' -'1 I'l'. ipn t III m. 
ll 



■ Rejections on the parable oj the unfaithful husbandmnr. 

ifCT. aicahisl ihaHy' and liad in elK-ct set tlicin all [Mat XM, 

cui. al tlidianci* by llie application of so sijrnal a pro- 1 2._j^ * 
.'■"^v^phct \ to liiinsclf. But they faiVL'il the ju'oplc M*r >XI h.. 
w'lo were ilicii present in the temple, bceuu\i‘ tJut—thoytearalilR* 
they esteemed him as a Prophet from OolI, 
and would not have liorne that immediate as- i>,(,pi„t (and tiiov 
hault upon him uhn *i tlje rage of these rulers "'’’i. ‘‘"J wmt 
would othuiwi^e have engaged them to mahe. ' L'x"^ 

And thertd'oie, not daring for the present to at- 
tempt to si‘i/,e him wiih an open viokMice, Ouy 
lift him and aent axray to take connstd in pri- 
vate against imn, and to lay a plot for his hie, 
vvhicli they ini-ht execute with less I'.a/ard to 
i'ems' 1\\>. 


IMPKOVJ MI X r. 

^ViitN we road tin, parable^ and consider it as levelled at the- 
J' ws, wo applaud the iightcons jndgimiit ol (lod in re\en.>ing 
so severel'y upon them the yiuirrel oJ his covenant, and l!» ' blood 
of his Son; but l(‘t us take heed to ourselves, test w aUofull af- 
ter the same iwamplt of unbelief (Ih'h. tv. 1 1 ) 
jVTdt. (iod has given to every man some pait of his vineyard to cul- 
,\\i. a KanragC', to know and serve Inm. 

And as for us who enjoy thet’hnstjan dispt'iiNation, ue have par- 
ticular reason to say, the lines are J alien to us inpleawnt pluas 
(P.sal. XV). 6.) JVhut cniitd he haic done morejnr this pan ot hr 
vincyaid? How ungrateful therefore sfiail we he, and hou n>. - 
.'5 !•, 36 '’orablo too^ if we sviiiihold //tc fruits he so leasonabU t‘\peet«,, 
if we slight the messenp[crs fiy whom he so iVequenilv and so 
pathetically demands them, yea, d hy wdliil impenit(‘iu e ami 
.37,39nnbchef we in effect renew the staus^hier of ///,v beUned Son^ af- 
ter that amazing favour he has done us, in tharging him with an 
embassy oJ peace to us, whose aggravated crimes Inul h)ng since 
41 deserved that he should have sent among us the messengers vj 
his vengeance. Oh tfiat wc may never be condemned out oj our 
own mouths in the censures wc pass on the guilty Jeu)s! 

13 .Wc cannot ‘•nrcly tliiiik of the aw ful threatening of awe f.ord 
without some seciet leiror for ourselves, when we consider how 
.shamefully we of this nation have abu'^ed our privilege'-. The 
kingdom of God, said he, shall be tabv.n Jmm you, arid piven to a 

' l/.ey pvTCereil that. he had spoken Jhi rael i the i.incyard, hero the hue )rli^ni'i 
ja.ablc ajavist ti'iem^] One vrouul think is ruiiriMsaed umlcr tliatlmurc , !u‘(«irf! 
th(> 3 ' Could be at no lo!,!i for the intrrprc- inf;Iv ihvrf it i-i ned tlia* / ■' 

tauun oi a, considering how iiearlv a ^incifurit shcmUl hr drttnnji d lint h- h- that 
reaernblcsthatiii (s.i. s. ] — 7, with which a sliould ir lef out to uttei lin.iiuniloifn i 
they were, »m doubt, well acquamtr'd. taih ovent Miitiiin a., coni'oetiou. 

Only it is to be observed, that thire l«- 



JcsH.^ delivo's the parable of the marriage feast. 3 ^ 

itafioti bringing forth the fruits thereof God had been just, had srer. 
he lonj; siiK e cxocuied such a jrKl<»meiit upon iw may he l;>e clu., 
merciful to us all ui suspending and averting ii ! May his ccmi-^'''v^ 
■passion particularly extend to those'anioilgst us who reject Chris-^^^' 
tiamty : for the passage before us has a dreadful asjiect upon 
such' Whether they will hoar, or whether they will forbear; 
whether they will submit, or whether they vvill oppose; Christ. 
fs made, the Ikad (f the corner^ and God will for ever establish 
him as such. Wo to them who, instead of joining with him, 
and fixing the stress of their souls upon him, deliberately set 
ilteiiiseUes to oppose his cause and interest ! On such undoubt* 44 . 

< (lly rf’/// he fall like a mighty rock of adamant, and miserably 
rriisli tliein in pieces, and grind them to poivder. 

'I’lins did oiir Loid warn his cneines, most wisely, and most 
grai'ioiisly ; hut they despised the admonition, and hated him for ‘ 
whut was so kimily intended. The;^ sought to lay haads on him^ Lukr 
because he had spoken this parable against them. High provo- ' 
cation md'ecd, to set their danger faithfully before them, that if 
by any moans it w'cre possible they might he awakened to es- 
e<ipi‘ It' Hut, alas, what can save tliose whose spiritual distem- 
pers are exasperated by the most proper remedies pi escribed 
for their cure' 


SKCT. CLIIL 


Christ farther irarns the Jeirs of the danger which would attei/id 
/their rejecting the gospef or resting in an insincere profession 
of it, by the parable of the mat riage feast and the wedding gar- 
vient. Mat. XXII. l — 14. 


Y. ,, , MAT. XXII. 1 . ^ 

MAI. AMI 1 \f T\ I \ 11 

when the priests and sciihcswerc re- .sfct. 
siKiU* iinri) ' liied, Jesus, being .still sunounded with the cum. 
tiM.i) d-um i)\ |Mid- answered and spake to them again in 

. parables, suited to the pie.sent circii instances of 

j /ii. tiiijidoin of ufRiiis, saying, The kingdom oj heaven, or^ 

IS lik.Miiir.ra dispensation of the gospel, is like, and may** 

iiiirimaalalum I''''"!! 'O tliat luiipOntd lii 

Ills boil, the ease of a man [that a'a.sj a king, ^ who viadt 

^ And scut foil ii splendid mantagc-Jeasl Jor his son: Ami'^ 


7 tii' Ji rfdom nf h -a.en o /itr a lini ] (Luke x’v Ifi'— Q 4 o cs\ ) For tlic 
"< < iifdc- on I iikr \ ii ‘/ 2 , V oI I p. S'22. reason he oiuits ihe i^uestiori of (he l.m- 
-Ji Jb (ih^en .ibJe, tii't (like doi s not vrr. Matt xmi. .T'i, )iio.st of 1111*1111- 
, tins able here, hiiMiisc !i« had em i ea-aiii t ihuFlMiisiei, kjait win, 

'VM '1 ii (:i'*i('rj 4 tni< li like it h'fi’ie, .md tin- ]i,iiali!r of the i.i'en's. Matt » m 
'V I. 1' 1 fi ken -'0 a did<T< iilO''’iMs,(>[J . 1 r, .S .( 



The quests not comin^^ ofhers are vailed from ihc liii(lrd aijs. 


. 1 1 vv.is i)ji')):iicji, sni/ his svn (nils h *"■» ‘'‘■rvant. tc 
faill/r'sr ivhohtl luu h liclon* ///i/W, th;it tiicv ' 

i>>i';}it coiiK ' tn the i\Hp>i(d Innhjut't.^ ami ui-> wnuhi u"'* 
\'mi* loolisJ^, that thiy '*'»>«■• 

wmild ml (onie upon tin* •'Uimnons. 

4 he sent ft'hi roi'Uii^ •^(^rjduh) -Ham ii<; m')i» 

;mil fell them /hut -.eeie irnited, thiu 1 imist iii- 7i'\7*m 

s!4,t upon ilu'ii- ii\inu‘(l'jitcl\ ; foi' hvhrhl, viuoif’ ^u' bKidTl'/, 

/ have prepineil ini/ di truer ; my oxen and nw Tu-imid, [imi' pic. 
o.MuT /'jfed heusfs (fre slam aiid i1k\ss(.'(1/ and all 
//.w«cs rtir iiist rrado to ht* seivcnl np to il.c fa- kiUmI, .ml 

!>!( , tlK*i(‘for < r-ie fu the mat rui^e-J east w th- aii f.i'i)--- m. h-kU 
i(>m MM\ f.ni'u p ilcl.jv lint sncIi was ilu; pei- ‘“a" ii i m.i! 


A eiMM'fs'' of tha {^iifsts. l.har, not w ithst.tiiiliMo 
rt‘jii*ati.‘(i iiiviialioM, tlu*\ lolnsttl tocomt', 
a-id, not te^atdnni j'/',] ihuj’-jeinf atvaij, one ol 
iti'-ui lo his fl Id III till' (Oiinh'\, and umtiu to 
inerduinui^e m ihi* (Mt\ . Jnd the rest wen* 
iio hruM-'h tliat, lat/inis h Id on his seiianfs who 
caii'e w'lih tho mc^siiirr, tluw shaiiudully insult- 
ed liiem 111 a \i’r\ oiiira^coii'* munniT, and iwt'ii 
canicd tlu-ir in<;taUiudc* solar, that tlu'V 
7 sonic of ihew. And \'hen (he knu heat j ' / //,J 
he proioked; and^ not loii;’ .i i. i, 

having smt his ari/iies^ he desft ujjed Ihme nuu- 
derersy ami even harnt tintr eifi/ wduMo ihcv 
tlwc’lr,'^ which, l)v mil;' disallccU'd to linn, lia 1 
inmed with thosi* wickod men iii i oncciliiii.!, 


1 a (' 

) JSiii (I i s 111 mIc 

Ik' l of t, .111-1 V’ ( iiL 
r- Lll WHS S "111 " Ul*' 

i.nm, aiiiitl.i r lu Iiis 
iiiei('lianili‘'t 
" \ii(l tlif ici’inaiit 
took, ll" ‘-l‘l\ 111 ' 1 Mid 
(MitriMii-'il III! in ''inn - 
tiilK , lUid ' 1- a I III n 


7 I’d all'll I In 
kiM-; In a.il , ' i -m-/ In 
I’i'o iviolJi .md In 
•'( .11 loil'i ho Minn ^ 
. 1 . 1(1 ill''.' i()\i d tho'i 

nii'i ‘cn IV and '-m ij 

U[i till II 1 il < 


'lljis gross and intolcjahlc allionl. 

S Jn llu' iiUMi) iwwet then, upon iIjc ]vin<j,’s ic- s 'linn vanii h- 
(■(M\ing inttdhociu’o of their iiisolent helKivioiir, 
he says lo Ins senauls, 7 'hc tmn t lupejeasl is pir- ‘ 


^ f() ill'! (how Ti'//') hml in n milled lo the 
m.pl'ul banquet J 'Jin; wool y";-. f hue 
jit-jliul\ sigiiil.(-s (£ uvnliul hf/iijiirl, lij 
vlio'h v,-n.i a is ofu’ii i.vd hy oiitr 
wMter. (Sec lldplMcI. Ami- ' «\Pol\h 
p. and \\ ollMiv, 111 loi‘ ) It ws|h sDuu*. 
iiines I iistmn.ny lo Mind two in»'siaj;i 
I 111 the (.IV ln>r<* ‘i"ppo'(rd , wli.ilitf- 
|ir('S(Milt d tin; condi vn;P'ii"ii tlii' jrn'.'iti r, 
.Old vcnidtln repi'iti d 111' iifiti'iiiv "lu i\ 
to tlm .T('w^ l)\ Cliiisl hmisclf dniiiit; 
Ills lilii, aud hy the <ipoi.lliii after fub 
death 

• Vij (I I I’n find ni\ futOd IkU'Ih an il an j 
It was .i^rri.ihK Ui tin siiiipin'ity ot the 
.ru lent agi v, lo mention I ho o as tlioili'i f 
parts I ! .1 roy.d en'cit.umrt id. 'I h sin 
li.irin I, .111 I oUiui am II lit writers, lu m-o 


piMioo^ of tin* liiht ra'ik rimlilKiiiti liavt- 
ni{, enli other witlimithiri" hid the *i(''-! 
(d o\uii, shci'p :md cwme — (’"iii.ii' 
Is." f\\ Il 

'■ .lid. Hot l-in,^ afli'l, liii.nri >(',/ ' 1 
ami cki . I 'fhiv I l.mse 111! li viip- 
po I'd 'o e aio in he w.iy oJ pi - I ji.is m 
anm ip.itnni, f-n d in plain 'Ihtim o-'I'l 
not I liiiii' hehiiii lilt' fi il.dii.nlx pi - 
1 a'( d was cer\ t il ep o .i l('in| t .in i \ '- 
I idioii Ilf lliis kind -I'hi .III! iiin.t.m- 1 
SCI Ills, to laimi Lit tiic sl.ini.hiei of Ih- 
.'rws <iiid ihclninunj cl .)i i i.s -li m .Jini 
tliii otln r I'liK'l I'lfU'sl of Ihoii loiinli li\ 
the 'limi.iiN, '.iio are In re eoieid- ii d .is 
tin* aiuii'- id Un'ir artimiMil pfiin t , 
'iliese .iinh |s.L,uloiv 'liov li il unit ( d ilt'i * 
criK'lh and nil lanf-iHi miii-l-Kd 



One h observed fhat had nof on a li cddin^^GriMjit 3 ^/j 


I'lV \ vlllcL WfTl^ Ijl'l- 
'Irn not uortlu 

i> C*o M’ tln'n forf* 
lilt') thr 

anti in. I II V .is \r 
sli.il) ti.i'l Inti lij lilt 
in.nn.o:t‘ 

In hw tliosi' ioi- 
\ai)ls lU'iil lilt iMiu 
llip/.' w I) s.,aml '*. 1 - 
Jloj' It i;i iliir ill js 
111 tin iis till's' luiimi, 
lioll) liati ini' £fnu I 

111(1 tilt n( ilti ii;' iiai! 
f'.iiius'iii 'Im I'll mU'M.s 


but if} tj u'ho rivv fir it invited icctt not 
h'(ti\fiy of'iinv jtttt in i', <»i lU.li'cd of any i'lvi. 

Utloii to It. Wt It’t not l It.* ))HU!sl<)lf> I 

mado l}f losf pn ft- ihenjore to Ike niosi puhm -vj/s. 

aiv/^, and pat icuLoh' lo tlu; pl.i'-t-s w lu'rt^ 

im 1 sifCi’ts a/ul tivuK nst'ri,'' nml tmih' as mam} ^ 

(/ V you find tluM-o to the u'fddniv'lnuiyucf /fua lO ■ 
iiCforJiiii^ly time scixontit :i eat eat, as tht‘;r Ion' 
liad conimanJc* i tlioin, info the st.t-'-ts anri oilici 
[public] i (lys^ and a.^^'enibied ill/ ttnit they I'ut 
:i'ilfi^ lefie/fh r Intd or piiod^ without aiiv riLvaid 
to ill If c!iaiacU-r*i or «.MViiuistiLn(‘'’s ; a'td tfu. 


Jed i abwidautly supplied uifk ;:iieslK. 

IJ Viitl win n lilt But liiju, \v‘ ;Uv‘\v-i‘ iiiihits I'lo^ lia.l oil hfiiaOj I , 
Ml**" 'iirt "'i!'* *w Jy (>''•**' "oiih\ to s:r at sue ha talilr, 

Mu.r.'i inai/ttlndi ordered ( ion 1 1 i\hit( Lvir.noiits to bf 

ii.j'i ij.a 11.) a wt"'- dt‘!i\i i\-i! to oar!) of ihoin, i.iid appoiiii'-il sci 
tliii.'-a.ifinciii \atiis uhoso 1 ro\ 111(0 il was to soe t!i,il ihoi 


\vi 10 tloc( ntiv dn-ssed ; a'uoi uiiiid', tonna}: m 
lo ^le'C tin pKCif^, lit* urm it mdii there^ who, 
tliou di s.ik'!i habits woio piovidod, vi‘l was Uu,' 
t lathed Kith a xcedddip^-parment ,* hut eilliri lu 
C(Jiil(‘iii[il ot tho (east, oi piosinnniif liis oaii 
Iialut do a.s \vi II as that which was o,'u*r- 

i amt 111 siith refusod to at ci*j)t it. ^/nd he y(iid \2 

iiM I linn irn.iii, F/'undj hoxv (11011 ^t t ftmi ill flit her j not 

iiith.r, ii.ii ii.o.i ; having Oil u ivedUiug^domu ui suited to the oc- 


*'lllC IIKISI fi'lill" n' ";i. &.1' j "I liC* |i'li isf* 

*1 'T.i.i' .. 1 / iiilii*s i/«' wa /I w I'ncl) 

AVi II rm! li.’.iiii iili'l , whi' li luiisl 1)1 .I'Ji 
IS jjc nuiiMiJii il III Ml iiiiJp . .c. 
^S^•t lliiisn,, ( Kts.jiai ui 111 ' I 'Hii>. iiiu- 
I'li.iU’'!, Ml iL Mil I luitik-s liiiil as> litUi jf.i' 
-Dij to (‘sinit Mil call 111 Uif sjosipi 1, as 

■ miun III (i.i'M-in,) |.- and trail lli is t los- 
j>i I t . 11 . iinjl ill Ml III a rusal l)riir|ui't 

' \\ li(», t>!ui!!;li 'Uch ha'nis wen pro- 
Milid, jet '\.is nut thit/u'il icil/i u ucifdi’i 
nuimciit,] 'I lial jn-isnn'i inakii.j’ .'ii I'l- 
ti ii iminnit sijifii tiiiu s luiiii'iirit liu 1 . 1 - 

iiits 111 nliuli Mif i,iiC'ts slimiM aji ,mi, 

IS iiiili'iiL fi mi wli.it lu"iiir -l^s u 1 
I l\sscs, lu .ii;; Mill, t'liiiisii' 1 ii\ Mu 
VliuMriiiiJS ( ( 1 \ lib S'li Ml “iVm 

■ ih 1 fioin Dll' aci mrit wlii'li huulia.is 
iilMsotlhf glC.l 11 I'lllMllltj 111 ( I II. .Is 
llic sii ili.iii, wliu naililv imi < li all 
sti.iiii;i*rs, and atoiu’i' snpiil t <1 lOC l.msi^- 
uirti wiiJi ol.-fln;.., wlio by a M Iniisioiin 
won- iliiM'ii t.i tiU' Shull r wiMi h.jii 
(l)iij(l Sn*. li!) \u p. )7 1 , 1 lilt sii pli ) 

s'uiv ii w.is I'-i'dal, moru isj',i,i,iiv .n 


i.i.’inasn* Icastb, tni |h|s », i ap i, vi nj 
.1 Maiiptnnils dll'..., i.liiiUil .snim 
Writers till ns;, wiMi ikn •! i ndu li i \ , 
(ill. 11 . 1111111 'lid, ’ll III' ) tli'i’itrli ijini’ 
time s w liiUi I ill III! ins SI Mil In bail ' i' .i 
nsi d i.n •.Mil) 111 iM 1 Ills 0 < ' 

xi\ S, } I’.., I a. ii I ijiiM II ' 1,1 is. 

pfi*tc’d Ib.it ti.iiiJli '- I'll s |.l^.’^s (I 'll 
iiuail(lMi(’insil\( ^ l>t iMnid' d wil'i ,i i.ii- 
.ilflo lialiit, we unnl tlu n bm i lu !;.(l< , 
u,l Oiilv Mom Mu ill ii{iii'i<'i'ii'‘i’ ot’ Ml' 
jni'p.uatl I'is, LI Wi, ill we iniisl si.p;i se 
llie waiilu)''t ol be piirCL i nin ./o ali d. 
Iiut 1 kowiM* liom t'le full't.i'i'.; I .I'- mi 
S'.iiue'.l I miiLiii lit a.;.iiii''t t'liM , 
tli.il a .ii'.e w.is'.l'eiid In T iiliM'd 1 >\ 
I'.iii \iid till .1 ■ II' mil a • ' will. Il 
(.!■. ('..hill 1)1 s( IMS,) J' It! nii.iiMv ' I'e I 
ti the 111 Ml d Ilf Oial's ib M lu il i i 
wll ) I idt ed icipini . Iiolim S' in . n! ’r, I i 
I’lii H'l in iiii;'t‘i( biMii'iils (li tin e-j 
bid is f.i.n'iini d\ pleiM'd (n I'oi.v , 'li 
us b> bs Ho V 's|'iiit., .'ill Mi'iiini. 
iniyjlisllv 1 < -.I'lll 'lllll InlllL’i I I •! 1 < 

of 0 L’li 1 1 1 r.o u 1 



king orders hm to be cast into outer darkness. 

* casion Was it not ofFcretl to thee ? or hafJst tJiou » wedciing.garmc-ui ’ 

' so little sense ot decency and gratitude as to re- speech, 

loise to accept it in compliance witli the order of 
‘ny feast ? ^Ind he was presently struck speech- 
^ , ’ /<?w, 8 being confounded with the majesty of the; 

royal presence, and conscj'>ns of his ow.n inso- 
i^lence and folly. being iustly in- i.) '.aid tiic 

censed at ix) great an affront, resolved' to pniiisli 
It by a seveie iniprisoiimcnt: and therefore said toni, and take him 
io [A/j] sciranls. Bind his hands and feet, and and r.ist hi,i> 
take him <mai/ lienee, from all the joy and splen- «Tp- 

dour of the unest-chamber, and cast him. out in- ,„g and gnahhins .d 
to ike darLnts^ uhich is without and 


instead of the mirth and dchglit of my banquet, 
thcie shall he nothing but xceepins and gnashing 
of the teeth lor angnish and despair. (Compare 
Mai. yin. 12, V"ol. 1. p. 309.) 

jj, Nor imagine, said our Lord in the conclusion u For intny are 
and improvement of the parable, tl»at this will called, but low 
be the case of one alone; ybr ‘though it he a 
(Ireadlnl trutli, yet 1 must say, that even the 
greatest part of those to whotp thp gospel is of- 
fered, will cither openly i eject or secret I v dis- 
obey It; and whde tnauy indeed arc (a/led to 
the gospel-least, it will be mamlcst, by their 
<lisregarding it, there are bat Jew chosen in such 
a sense as finally to partake of its blessings. 

(Compare Mat. xx, lb, p. 238.) 

I'lms did he strongly intimate lo the Jews, 
that since they despised the rich provisions of 
his gospel-grace, incompantbiy more valuable 
than those of a royal feast, and since they uw'd 
the messengcis wliom Ood had sent to them in ' 
so ungrateful and harharoiis a manner, they must 
expect to be cut oil' and destroyed by those 


B fie war shuclc spcech’n^^.'] I n'lidcn it 
betaiiso the w*/ul }.- 
is ill the pa.s'140 fomi, and is 
•'spresiM' f*. Jt 1-5 applifii tw the 
<>t entile J Cor lx 9. Comparo 1 'J'liii. 
i. 18, and i I'tt II. 13 

Vn\l him ' lit mill the da/k^ess rrUik ir 
ti'hont I The* mention of Ihis ciroum- 
MsiKoiii this coiinectum would incline 
otie to clunk, eithvi that the word wpis-ov 
fin \cr. 4 ) m 3 » si-^mfy snppr) as well .ts 
fititncT, (vhifh Some critics lKi>e tho'.fiih:,) 
(11 that the iciiu lb represented as \ipitinu 
th' .j.'CjU III the ‘jionin? But not to 


ii/Sist on this, which is of liMlc moincnt, 
It IS woll known, th.1t iMiKiuets of this 
k.iyl xvcri* {jciicrallv I'clci'rated in rooms 
tJiAt wfio liiicly illianimitod and richly 
adoiii' ' (bCf notes, nii Mat mm J'.>, 
Vol. I. p. 309) And, lonsiflt'iinp: how 
.splendid .ind i.n.nnii'ict iii the {‘iilcrtain- 
rnonts of the e.i'fcrn princes wore, it can- 
not he th>iu;;ht an uniiaturul circiiin- 
biiiice, ih.it such anaflironi: as4his oltcr- 
(ti lo the kinpr, Ins suit, his bndo, aiKltho 
lest of the company, should be pnmsfftd 
Willi Such bonds, and thrown luioa dun 



Reflections on oun being called to the gospel-feast . 

hostile armies which Divine Provulence would 
speedily bring upon tliem-; but that the gospel 
should be embraced by the Crentiles, and 
numbers of them be converted and saved by it. 
And lie farther intended to insinuate, by the 
circumstance of the wtddmg-garment, that as 
God had made provision in his ,gospfi for the 
sanctification of mcnii hearts, and the reforma- 
tion of their lives, he expccrod true holine-.sand 
cordial obedience from all who professed to em- 
brace il; and would another day take a strict 
review of all its profi^ssors, that he might sepa- 
lato habitual sinners from the number and the 
blessings of his pcojjle, and didiver them over 
to perpetual tlaikness and misery. 


IMPROVEBlEN'T. 

lltiw ricdi are the provisions of the gospel’ a /ecfi/ indeed be- ,-Mat* 
coming the bounty and maje^sty of the King of heaven ; and [iro- 
portionable even to the love wbifch be bears to his own Son^ in 
honour of wlioni it is made! 


How wonderful is the grace winch calls us to the participa-9, 10’ 
lion of those provisions; us, who wore originally 
Gentiles, (diens from the commonweal tk^f Israel, and stranget's 
to the (oienant of promise! (Kph li. 12.) Yet he has gi'ueiously 
sent his ynesseugers to us, and invited iis \o his house, yea, to 
^ his t(i()le, with the additional hope ol yet nobler entertainments 
m reserve. HI ay none of u‘i reject so condesceiidhVg a call, lest 4 — C 
we turn Ins f^oadnens into righteous indignation, and treasure up 
Ip our sell es wrath agaimit the day of wrath! (Itom. li. 5 ) 

Let us also remember, that it is not every one who proL’sses 
to accept the entertainmcMit, not every one wlio talks oi gosoel- 
blessings, and seems to desire a share in them, that will he :hI- 
rnitted to it. No: in order to our partaking of an inficritance 
' among the saints in light, it is necessary that we be wade meet 
for it by the holiness both of our hearts and lives. (Co!, i. 12 ) 

This is the weddinsi-garment, wrought by the Spirit of God^^ 
hiins>elf, and ofl’ercd to us by the freedom of his grace. And it 
is so necessary, that without it wc must be separated from the 
nnmbi'rof bis guests ami friends, and even, though wo .bad eaten 13 
and drank in his presence, must be cast out into outer duilness. 

(Luke xiii. 20.) 

Fretpicndyjet us think of that awful day when the King wll 
come in to sc, eJi is guests ; when God will take a most c^act sur- 
vey of every soul under a Christian profession. Let us tlimk , 
of that specchlcsK confusion winch will seize such as hare not an , J 
V/e mhlmg-garmcnt , and of that inexorable set cviiy with which ; 



Pharisees and toJesuA cmnfliehku 

vnpify they \’t ill be coruHigned to iieepnig ani gnashing nf teith To 
have «efin for a kIiiIl tbc lybt gf the gospel, and the fair bcam- 
of an eternal ho|3ej, will add deeper and nioie sensib'e boi- 
101 to those gloom} cavtms, to Iw'e htard those glad tiding 
Qf foyy and to hear them, as jt wtie, cdio d back in*ae- 

centjs ot final dt huvv v\ili jt wound the tai, and pic ice the 
veiy hcMi ^ Ma\ God pi event it, by fulfilling in us i ll t/a good 
pkwiey his goodiuss^ and iht uoik oj Jaith a ith pni^u , t/i t 
th^ name of oui Laid Juiut Chtisl may he gloiificd in mv, and 
ire in him^ ^2 TJiot«<i i 11, 12 ) when the mniia^e \upp y of if l 
I mnh shall be celebrated, and all the haimonv, pomp, and btau 
ty of hcavtn shall" did Its solumiit), Us magnihccnce mtl its j )\ ’ 

sr c r ciiv 

Our T 01 d Lonfmknds the Pti^iscc^ and lluodians w/ yi ihty 
hoped lo huxt owiared hm by thai que<itions yda/iig to 4ki 
la tf Illness J pa /uig Uu Roman t) ibiiU Mat \X 1 I 22, 
Mark Xll 13 — 17 ,liiUXX .0- 2b 

MAT x\n \) j 

stci the Rhaii^i^i stui 4 with the sc\er( ^hi n ti 

Ctiv but just rebukes hehadbcenixu ng them i • 

tlie foregoinsr puiblijs, tecnf out fiom his ^ ^ f 

J™ piesencc, and return^, took c loisil tngcthci himm/ talk 
now thiy might tnsiau him tn [Aiv] dhtoinstj 
and find something o i which the v might gioimd 
tuke an dccusatiort or com, Idiut agmwt him Ind iikr\\20\m' 
V 20 Mcynariowlv matched him in all (us niotions^‘*‘^> // 

tint (Jiv, and ? nt out ^pm to try if they could i„n^j j, 

take him at an advantage, uho should jnetend k\uu 6 ic n th m 
f ihimscL(*> to be nghiems mtn. that were come ^ "• 

»oi toe ease nt the r consciences, tp propose a , 

St 1 nplc to^^n^l on an ni of great importance n cth dUcl ( f tin lu 
\ow tliose that were sent on this cirand were 
pels ms ol opposite scctsj fcuci/j sum of the 
dis(ip\s of the lea-ding men among ///< Pha- 
/ICO, wlio wcic \(iy solicitous lor the frcc- 
dnn of fhcir countr\ fiom every maik of sla- 
very, utd [wme'\ ot the* scct^ the Ihiodiansy 
1 pnty of men, (is w is before observed) pccn- 
liaily attached to the lainily ol He rod, and 
oonseque^y /ealoys in the intcicst of the 
Homan o^cinmuit, winch was the main sup- 
poit of tftc dig! ty an I ren iliy of that famil) 

(Vc uotc^ 01 Maik in 6, Vol I p 2S7 ) 

And th to, ITcient ^s then pimnplcs wne, 



asking if it was laxtfulfpr tiiem tpt pay trib»te to Casar. 3^ 

rydiaiLs], that they combined together itt an attempt upon Jew^, sect. 
hll* woj*! S si! ^ *" .l5f>lJortunity offercti, they w^t lay <-uv. 
they might aejnof hold o« Aw li'ords, * either to render him obnoxi- 
^llln uuio the power ous to the people as an enemy to their liberties^ 
S)V€raor*^"WV’T* deliver him up as a seditious pej'son to the 
XXII. Ye — M A^. K pojeejr mid authority of Pontius Pilate, who was 

13.J Roman Gonmior oi'that provioci'. ' " 

Qi And [Ma«s, 4^d when they mere come to him, in order 21 
when thpy wire to accomplish tlieif design, they craftily accost- 

l"m'iv.ng/M«l‘'r‘! gf “ "'t*' 

Hr know that thon nattering expressions pt the highest esteem ; 
[arttrnc.andjsayest and caW / i«n, Sayings MasUVy we kni)’ji\ and 
and tcachest rightly arc well sauslii^d, that thoii art true nwA upright; 
for any man- for ^ as tljpu coiiicst as a Messenger IroQ) Cjoo, 
thou rogaidpst not SO, after the example of tlfose faithful and cou- 
ihr ptTbon of'men], rageoiis nrophcts wtm were in Israel in its ber- 
th/ wiy 'of <;od7n >^0* ages, tliqu say^ wd teachek rightly, and ^ 
trathj : [Mat. XVII. art impartial and sincere in every thing that thou 
—1^ aiARK XII. (Jeclarest ; neither cares t thou for the censure 
or applause of any man; for thou regardest 
• 7iot the person oj men, so as to be indueiiced by - 

eomplaisaiice or fear, or any private views 
whatever, to deviate from the strictest integnty 
and veracity ; but plainly teacheH the way of God 
-Mat. xxh. 17. truth. Wc are coinc Mat. 

If 11 ns ihevetorv, therefore to propose a question to thee, about 
hat think. St thou > wliieh tbou Iciiowest that we Pharisees and He- 
u i^Aiu ILiKK, divided, and to which an interested 

Ilian who was governed by principles of human 
policy migiit, pcrha.ps, be unwilling to answer : 
tell us, we pray thee (for we have deti'rmincd 
to submit onr judgment and practice to thy 
sentiments in the matter), JVhat lhinke\t thou 
Is it 'leuiful for us Jews, who are the peculiar 
- • people of God, and are many of us in conscience 

tender of acknowledging any king but him, ©r 


* Ill'll ihetj mvyit Ittif holil on hi\ ziordi> } 
T hey hoist'd to ha\t; niiinartid him by the 
i|iie.>tiori tIityflRrne to propose, whatever 
ctnsAier he could have returned. If he 
asserted on the one hand, that trihuto 
' was to be paid to t'a-^nr, the PharM-es, 
'who !p:nerally maintained, (as Jud.is 
(laulouites had done), that iiuch a 
jrotion to a fortfgti^wer was inconsnt- 
ftir with the privftilip^ of God’s peculiar 
people, would hkVA endeavoured t'd’.ek- 
pose him to popular resentmeot, as bc- 
»fa,\ mg the ubertics of hi-^ country. On 


the other band, had ne domed the law- 
fulness of this tribute, the flirodianp 
would have had a very plansiblo pieiencc 
of accusing him to the Homan puvu r, a.> 
a seditious person, nhichhis pcr-ecuiors 
had atterwaidb the assurain’e to do , 
I.ukc xxiii. e, sect. olxxKVi. (Oumparo 
Act-i xvu. 7 ) Nay, perhaps, the very 
mci. instance of taking upon him to dc- 
torniim* suth .a question might, by these 
iiiridioub iiiquiiers, be eoiistrucd as ajuo- 
tence tosovoK'iirrity. Hce Vos&. l!.irnion, 
livaiig. p. ‘)'i, '» ) 



360 He bids them render to Casar what U’Casdr's: 

5$CT. one of.our brethren apprjinted by his jmmediate foruBjtogivetiibntp 
cLH-. delegation, * to pay the usual tribute to Casar, — 14! 

the Roman emperor, or not? Wh« dost thou LitkbXx. saj 
XIU 13 . advise in this case, as right for 11s to do ? Shull XIt. .15.— 

we give it to the collectors, or shall we not give 
it? We must beg an immediate answer, for the 
tribute it even now deptanded of us. And here 
they ceased, as thinking they had hint in an 
inextricable snares, and that he could return no 
answer which would not expose him to the se- 
vere reset tmeiit either of the Jewish people or 
of the Roman officers. 

But JosuSy knowing their hypocrisy, which — Uut fj<»us j 
was indeed their reigning character, peJm'/Vrd uK^riHr-Viv" 
thi ll craj/iness [and] wickedness in this address, edtheir i rahincsb], 
liowever pioUs and respeotful it appeared, and [aadwickedncssandj 
tiirji-cfore said to them, Yi hypocrites, Why do 
ye t/Tuipt me l)y such an ensnaring question, and pocnteb]> [Mai 
so<‘k to draw me into danger and dostruction by xxii is. LlkfXX. 
it ? Is this a proof of 3'our regard and frientf- 
ship to a faithful and impartial Teacher? But __shcw me tiic m- 
XJni. ^ ® proper answer to 3'OUr bate money : [Briiifr 

19 question, whatever be the view that you may ^ 

have in asking it, shew me the tribute money xii.— n LukkXX 
tvhich is demanded of you ; and bring me hither 24 .— ] 
a penny y ar a denarius, that 1 may see it. 

Mark And they brought him a Roman penny. And, [-"nio him aponnvi, 
XIL 16. looking upon it, he says to them. Whose is this And be saith unto 
image which 1*5 struck upon the coin, and whose Whose 1* tiu'. 
inscription and title is this [which] it has round ‘Jl’npT.onTrl'KEl'E 
It ? f And they, without perceiving his design, u h.ith] ' And they 
immediately answered and said to him, It is I'-uke, answored 
’ Caesar's : thereby in effect acknOwledginj^ J‘»slr’s [m"at?xx 1 i’ 
that they were under bis dominion, by — 19. — 21 .— Lokk 
their admitting his coin aS current among XX.— 2+.I 
17 them. And Jesus answering ««/<> ^.ui ”^mto 

them, Bender th&i'efore tn Caesar the things them, Bcndm [thcre- 


^ One of oiir bretlirf n. S.c,] Wp arc 
told tbattbc' giand aigument xihicb the 
folJoHCi s of .liidas (iriiili'iiites, and others 
inclined to their party, urged, as deoisive 
against tlie authority of th«' Homans, nas 
that text wJiich prohibited their ieiim^ a 
thanget to be Lnf> over themy Dent, xvii 
l§. AiKlGroLius(inhis Note on Mat x\ii. 
16.) secTnii to think it was this that for- 
merlv engjged them so vigorous! v to op- 
pose tlie Chaldeans, and to refuse sub- 
mitting to flieir go\crnnient, till Jc-ru'.a- 
lem was destroj'cd. yee note * on Lake 
»«i. 1, p. I2h. 


c Wkmc u this image itsd tn\mptton'^] 
Di Lightfout tells us (in his llor lleb 
f>n Mat. XXII. 20.) Ilut the Jcits have a 
tradition among ihrin, that to admit of 
the iitl^ of any prinpe on their cm rent 
coin, was an ackncifWIed^ciit of subjec- 
tion to him. It their nutd.ir- 

ing to refuse th'k ^fe kr when oflered 
them in payment, v^in Ofl'cet a contes- 
fion, that they were conquered by the 
Komans, and consequently that the cni 
peior had a right to their tribute. 



And tk€if depart cofifounditd at His ansiver, StSi 

fore] to c«sflr 'the which are^Casar'^Sf and to God the thing,% which sect. 

things that are Cs- God^s;* and labour SO to adjust your ^ganis ctiv. . 

aars, and to God , . i • i J J 

.the things that are and duties to both, that you may not, on the 

‘God’s. [Mat. xxu. one hand, under pretence of religion, 4o any xii. is^; 
—21. Luke XX. 25.] injury to CoEsar, nor on the other hand, under 
pretence o’f duty to Caesar, violate any of the 
comihands of God, or fail of that re|pect to 
him which he requires ; tyhereby he plainly in- 
timated, that tribute was to be paid to Ceesar as 
due to his government; yet did it in such a 
manner, and with such restrictions, as prevent- 
ed the inconvenience of a more express declar- 
ation, 

Lukf XX. 2(). Jjid i^ohen they had heard [A/j] wise and un- i-uite 
exceptionable j Mw plainly found that 

they cmiid not lake they could not takit jifimoj A'ls words bejure the 
hold of his wordb be people, as lo inc^Ase and stir them up against 
“ no friend to their, liberties; mid they 
ans,wcr,aiid held their were equally uiiable to accuse Jiim to the no- 
puacc (and left him, mans Of sedition, on account of any thing he 

derogating from the rights of 
Mask XU.— n,]* ’ C®sar. They therefore wondered at the pru- 
dence and address of his reply, by which he 
had elfectuaily disentangled himself from what 
they thought must unavoidably have ensnared 
him ; and were so perfectly confounded, that 
they held their peace, and left him; and deeply 
sensible of the disgrace, as well as disappoint- 
ment they had met with, they went f/eyqy amaz- 
ed and asnamccl. 

IMPROVEMEfiT. 

Again does our Lord renew the repeated lesson he had befoie ■ 
given us, both by precept and example, of uniting wisdom and 
hinoct'vce. How admirable was this mixture of prudence and“ ’ 
integrity with which he confounded these Pharisees and Ihio- 
dians, who, contrary as their principles and interests were, con- 
spired against him i Fonof a truth, O Lord, against thine holy 20 
Child Jesus, both IJerod and Pontius Pilate, and the people oj 
Israel, ieere gathered together \ (Acts. iv. 27) and their it-m/j 

And to (iod things which are God's.] hgion a>. a pretence to justify sedilK U 
Diodate, ItapheUus, dnd some other ccmi> so he also warns the llerodians, tl^at th( v 
inentators, mtein^ this as a caution should not, as they were too inelinabb' 

‘ against omittingt^tk^licred tribute, dn to do, make a compliment of Ibeir ri ii- 
pretence of anaweflfig’ the deinanda of gioo to the Romans, by comp'.viug wuh 
Cxsar, who (they say) had claimed it to those things vbich wtre forbidden by the 
liiinseif. But [ apprehend our Lord had birino law, mat they uiiglit ingiatiate 
a more extensive viewj and that as he thenai^lves with Cafsar’s party Set Pi i- 
euutioiiB tius Pharisees against using r«- ddStWt’s Connection. \'ol. 11. p. -' of’. 




Rejiedmns on the dMes we oxve 'to {^od Mi the king. 


'tfEcr. u^ere coffer then oil, wlien war an{r«iuriler uas in their hearts, 
jetw. (P«al. 4v. 21.) 

Let .us i)ot, wrtli the simple^ believe ever^ flattering word^ 
er. j sometimes the highest encomiums «)a> be 

designed as the. iiMruinents of mtsehief; .snd loo. often they 
|[jfove so when they are not treacherobsly ini ended. 

' Mat. 0«i#,ord wasiindewl the Iverson whomfhosM.' an fill hj^pocrUea 
XXII. Ascribed ; and was m that respect anexcxdlent pattern to all his 
followers, and especially to his.wmt.v/6'?'y. 1-1 c knexv no man in 
ilio discharge of his office: but, without reganlin^ the pennons 
efany, neither set^king their favour, nor tearing their rc'-ent- 
uient, he imghl the wa^ef Ood in tmth, and declared the ulude 
of his counst t. 

Lit us particularly attend to his decision in the present ease, and 
'learii with the utmost readiness to rehdtv tin/o Ctesar, the thiiigs 
whiih, are Ci^Mr's, andi-unto God the ihinps whieh are God's. 


Our civil magistrates, by virtue of’ theit office, justly claim our 
reverent regard ; and tribute is most reasonably due to those who 
attend cortivuallij to the service of the public, and are, under 
^tJod, the pillars of our common tranqudlitv and happuii'ss. 
(ilom. xiii 6, 7.) Let that tribute theiefore f>e jnsth and fine- 
ly rendered with honour, and with clH-crfuliiess ; as he is surely 
unworthy to share in ttie benefits of government who will not 
contribute his part towards its necessary expcnce. Tint let it 
also be remembered, that the rights oj God are sacred and in- 
violable: he, and he alone, is the Lord of conscience ; and when 
that is invaded, it is easv to judge together man or God is lo be 
obeyed. (Acts iv 19.) ns bo daily thankful, that in our own 
age and country these rights are so happily united. May a guar- 
dian Providence continue to watch ovtrr both ! and may we seri- 
ously consiilcr how impossible it is, under such a governmcni, 
to be good Christians^ without being obedient subjects, or to fear 
God, it we do not honour the king (I Pel. H. 17.) 


SECT- CLV. 


Our Lord proves the resurrection to the S^ddueees, and answers 
their foolish objection against il. Mat. XXI 1. 23“-r-33 ; Mark 
XII 18—27 , Luke XX. 27 — iU. 

LUKE XX. 27. , JUJKK XX. 127 

^HKM on that day in which our Lord haiJ/j''m:N [ihc »a»i. 

ihifi confounded* the Pharisees and the .^ylcaruetoium 

rodi^s, someofi^ Sadduem cam 
(as invas before observed) were ^^sejt of pretend- 
ed free-thinkers among the Jews/that deny there 



Nil 1" J 
\fAr XXII. '2:>. 

N'.ift tliefe^iWero with 
us sfvOrt brethren, 


The PhkT^jss urge 334 

.‘‘.s ‘ ' ‘ 

tlif rPisa««-resurrao- i> fl7fy of the dcsul,* CK* SffCT. 

tion ; and ^>8? asked 5,0,,^ ejiij,tg dwfe'** rC- CfcV. 

.Mark Ml. ccive tb« reward of its aotions. Aira they ap- 

• 28Sa\ mij. Mashr, pli^d thmselves to Jesu«, itndashd him a qi^ess-xx. 5 t. 
i^id jtnfi] which they nut a cast* which they used 

man’s brother die oftC||JO ttfge afruillSt thOSC who WCre of ,3 (TU- 

[Mauk, and leave his foreji.t opiiiioii fVont themseK’e.s, and wiijk which 
ilnTc 'h** chd’i^** hopcd’ topuzzle htai •: Sai/ir^f Master, 2 s 

t'liaf Ins '"hrotiiil- if ^herc be, as we know tho» teacbest, a reaur- 
siN.tiid L.kf* his wife, reciionof the dead, how can this dHJkwIty which 
and raise uji aee^ iv 0 are goi Off to pi'opose bc adjusted ? ifose^.dS, 

Mai. W II. 2i. Mark tllOUi wcll kllOWfit, SffW/, [r/nfl] wTote tons this 

precept, (Dent, .xxw 5 .) That if a man's, bro- 
** ther die, and leave a i^ife and no children be-- 
“ kind him, his surviving brother should take 
and the first, when “ liiszoife, and raise itp sdcd to kts brother the 
he had married a firstchild'oftKlssefeoiW'niarriageheingesteeni- 
livlng^ no *^[i\Jkk. the cliild! of the deceased, so as to inherit 
(i.iliicui, left iiH hi8 whole estate and bear up his name. Now it 
jvii. unto Ins. brother ^,,5 happened, tlwt there were with its, in a cer- xxir. 
x>.* 79J* tain family in our neighbourhood,, w'cwto/ii'ew'^ 

i.LKL \x. 00 .\nd and the first oi these brethren when hehadmar- 
the -icond took her qtiicldy after, artd having had 

w'is!'i dM iiuidiUt! f'hfldrcn, left hrs a-’j/r of course to be marned 

XXII. '26,- to his brother. Ami upon this, the second- fol- mke 
Mn, XII 21 — J lowed the direction of the law, and took kerto'^^’ 
rife and he likewise, after he had been some 
V'";e xamiA,dieicktitess, as his eW> r brother 
manner the snen did. And then tfu third took , her, and he also 3 1 
also IMark, h.id (jifd as the others had done, uithout issue ■ and 
IrJhiitt, aS .M hlx: manner aho ail the rest went on , tilleverv 
(Map xmi.— 2t.. one ot thr seven brothers had married her; ami 
MAHKXii.--‘2i,‘22.i then a .1 died, and Ift no children behind them. 

alHhr 'suiLn'di^ lKT»elf a/sorfirtl with- 32 

- ■ out any is.sne, not having married into any oilier 


■' ir/i.it/f'wy there, IS le urrirlton.] 
ll lA 2 oesMUy known, flut thtir master 
Sadie frumwbom the Saddmfes. to'ik 
then name, tguirlit tliat< ''d was not to 
be served from mrrrenaiy prineiple!!, 
that IS, (uahe rnide'v exji'ained it), fruin 
lii'pe of rewar4* oi lear of punishment. 
Hisf.diowferft inieiprett'd ti isas an ifn- 
plu it denial ofUkfiH^e state, and $o im- 
bibed that pni^jffjp^yoUoii of the utter 
debtriietion at death, cqdallv 

uhcomfortnble omm md. see UrueitH, 
i.t loo.— The glory vhcb they mcntioa 
here, seems to have been a kind of com- 


mon place objecti'.ti, as wc meet with it 
in the old* Jvwibh wiilois, ^ee Lightfoot. 
Hor Heb in loe 

!> Or any futuie slate, AV.J As it is 
e\pressl 3 sm'1, AetS xxiii. 8, th.it tliev 
rfente/ anif \pint, and Oonsi qiiwiilj the 
CMstc.ieu of the noi 1 in a sepaiate state ; 
so our I .ord’s answer here and inueh of 
St, Prtiirh roasoiiing i.^ 1 Cor. sv. goe^ion 
the supposition of s«ch a denial on their 
part, See 2 Mac. :<ii. -W — 4+, where the 
aallioi proves, that Judas hulieved a re- 
kdcrectiuH, from his-oHeriiin saciitlcus 
for the bouls of the slam. 



dM Jem shews their mistahn motion of a r€S0^<!iion. 

%WT. family but this. The question thB^efore is. jjf®* fMxT. xxir. 

^iv. JVhen theji/ shall rwe*, as joii say they all will, j 

ifi the general resurrect im, whose wife shall she satstierefore in the 
be of the seven ? for all the seven had her to uife: resurrection [Mark,* 
and as they stood .n an equal relation to her in 
. this world, they all seem to have .exactly an be of the seven] Mar 

equal claim to her in the next. [*>*J [Mark, the] se- 

Mat. Thus they attempted in a sneering manner to ''is! 

^20 *' overthrow all the arguments for a future state, Mark xii. aij 

which might be advanced either from reason, or xxii. 29. 

' from scripture.* Jjid Jesus therefore answered cd"and^ ^uf'^unto 
and said to tAcm, it plainly appears from your them, Ye do err, not 
manner of stating the question, that you are knowing the senp- 
greatly miilaken, and go entirely on a wrong 
supposition ; not knmmg, on the one hand, 24. Lukb xx. 34,—) 
what is so plainly intimate^ in the scriptures of 
a resurrection, which, if wellltnderstood, implies 
no contradiction at all; nor attending, on the 
other hand, to the power if God^ which is abl^ 

Vfith infinito ease to effect what to man seeAs 


' most diffieuit and improbable. 

Luke And as to this particular difficulty which you l«ke XX.— :j4, 
XX. 34 now object, it ought to bo considered, tlwit the The children of this 
children i j this world do indeed warm ami are 
given in ^narnage, according to the wise provi- 
, sion which (Jod has made by that institution, 
for repairing the wastes of mortality by the pro- 
35 ductiol) of new pnerations. But they who shall ^ obum t£t ' 
be counted worthy to obtain that blessed world, and the resur- 

which God has prepared for his people above, ”‘'‘‘“^'1 
audio be admitted to the never-fading honours sifaTiViJe.j^ie!!^ 
that will succeed the resurrection of good, men ther marry, nor are 
from the dead, will be in very different circbm- marriage^ 

stances when they shall rise; and neither marry y x?l 25 

nor are given in marriage \ For they can die no" 36 Neither in- 
viore, and therefore tlw? rise of new generations motet 

is no lon-er necessary ; /««« jo tlsis respect; 
they arc equal to the angels of God in heaven, ^ God in heaven], and 


** Arf eijual to the anf'ch rf Gi>d in Aen- 
cc'/i.] Matthew and Mark tisiy only that 
they are as the arrets [w; nyfiXotJ, and 
though Luke expresaes it by a stronger 
noijd (iiiWVxoi), that they are et/ual to 
tuc an^t^^fiaW argiimetits dramifrom 
henedi aif^roMiig ah entire equality of 
£,Jori%^ saints wi*h angeU ball respects, 
must 1>>^ apIMi'ently weak and inconrlii. 
ute It I' indeed the glorious >.eiicme 


of adeeming love, to mcorpiyrate angels 
and baints into One happy society under 
Christ as their common Head ^ (Eph. i. 
lU.)but there are subordinations in unit- 
ed societies. And of the apos- 

tate '•pints occasion]^, ai^ tbiug like a 
\acancy in the cdwjftflr^hierarchy, it 
would seem moiit prtwibie, it might be 
filled wp from heavenly spirits of an in- 
terior order, v»ho might be jiieferred W 



7/<? prms ihe resum^ctmi. the laxe of Moses. 335 

are the children and m'e children of God, and heirs of im- sn<% 
*e«of‘r.^l;nr'n.c: mortality and glory, kirn the childre^if. the ^ 
lion. [Mat.,xxii. resuirecU(yn,^ which shalUnstate them m a com- 
.—30 Mari ' XI I. pletc felicity, answerable to so near a relation xx.'3< 
7"'^’^ to the Divine Being: and consequently all such 

dif{i|ulties as you We now been urging are 
eutirely superseded by the happiness and per- 
fection of so exalted a §tate. ^ 

'Tr[iiut as touch- But as fur the evidence of the resurrection " 
H)-tiie rfsnricctioii,] general, not to insist on many plainer pas* 

lAiscd, even Moses sagcs m the Other hooKs of sci iptui'e, fdr which 
allowed at the bgsii, YOU do not profess SO great a regard/ I may 
1 oTd ''thc**r(?l ^of * Moses in effect sheieed that the 

AhlHiiara, aiid the dead' are Jto be raised, when speaking of what 
Clod of Isaac, anil happened' iz/’ /Zte burning bush, (Exod. iii. 6.) 
the cjod of Jacob . Lofd, from whom he there received 

Iwi" m ih'eVook’of commission, God of Abrahaw , and the 

Moses, i.ow in the “ God of I saac, andhhe 0od of Jacob And 
Uit8h (hjd spake uu- he Jiad, the highest authority for the expres- 
‘.'’as"|Iok™ani»“Iill s*®"! fafhmeye not read in the book of Maset, 
b\ God,] sayinff, 1 how God Spake to him in the bush by. this title ^ 
and have ye not observed what was then in ef- 
fect spoken ti you by God, saying in express 


tlir rank their dc£;caerate brethren lost, 
as a icwaiil for tboir approved iidclity 
to (lod. But It becomes us to be e\. 
cet'din^ modest in our conjectures on 
*!uch subjects a-* these, Icstwc incur the 
t ensure ot jntfudmg tnto fhingi xchtchw 
have nvt teen. Col. ii IS. 

^ And ate the chtldren of' (Pod, bein^ the 
elaidren of the ttsutrecittm \ I'bis plainly 
intimates, that good' men arc Called 
God's children, nith a vie^ to the inhe- 
ritance to which they are adopted, on tin? 
finnl possciisioii of which tlicy enter at the 
resiirreclioii. Compare Bom. viii. 17 j 
'((al. IV 7, 1 Juhniii. 2; and Rom viii. 

t!ee the Essay on j^ivine Dispensa* 
tions, i>. *8, y 

« Other b^)(^ks of •eofipt'irc, for which 
you do not profess so gicat a regard ] 
The Sadducees are tliuughlhy many to 
have agreed with the Sainnrrtans in re- 
jecting all the other parts ot holy scrip 
tore but the fiVebo iks ot Vloses; which 
In particularly contended fur by Serra- 
riufi. ('rnbajrw,^%., 11 . cap. '»!, and 
Mincrtal Irb. 14.) But this is 

t)ue tiom d by (de tnbus scctis, 

lib. Ill cap. 9.)iimlWcliind,(Antu] Ueb. 
part li cap. li.) and SScaliger maintains 
the contrary, and, sheets that the p.is- 
sngjjj from Josephus, (\n‘iq. lib xiii. 
<a»p. lOi (al. lS.)§*(j.) which is common- 


ly alledgcd in defence of that opinion, 
only ndates to their rejecting all tradi- 
tions. (EJench. Trih-frcs cap. 16,) And 
ludet^i, as It appears troni t^c Talmud 
that 'uther puns of the Old Testament 
weicottcn quoted by the Sadducees, and 
arguments were brouglit from thence a- 
gjiiist them by the Pharisees to pio.e 
the rcsimre,Ction, which they «‘iidca\our''d 
only to evade, without disputing the au- 
thority of texts,’ though they were not 
taken from the law of it is more 

reasonable to bcllG^o with Ui. I ightfoot, 
(in his Mor. licbr. on .lolin iv'2,') ) that 
they did not reject the other hooka of 
theOld'I'estament, but only gave a great 
pi'cfercnce to the live books ol Mot^esJ 
and, laying it dpwn as a puncijile, to 
receive nothing as an article of faith, 
whicn could not be proved from the law, 
if any thin;t was urged frpra other paits 
of scripture that could not be deduced 
fiom Moses, they wodld explain it in 
some other wav.. Audthis migiil be suf- 
(icient to induce oiir>LQrd to bung hih 
argument tu prove the resurrcctioo from 
what Mnscs hail said, and Co confirm it 
by that part of scripture whu h was most 
regarded by the Badducces, and u{>uu 
which they now had grounded therr ol>- 
jeetion to it. 



God is wt the 6Mifthe <had^ but ef 


SECT, terms, I am the God of Ahahatfti and the 
evf. « God* of Isaac ^ and the (M of Jacob Now 
certainly (hd is not to be called the God of 
xx'% destroyed, and left ti> 

continue in the state if the dead^ but the God 
«^tljose who- may be yet considered as theJiv^ 
?ng : nor would lie ever own the hio;h’ relation of 
a God to those whom lie hnaOy abandons, and 
su<fFers to sink into nothing; much less would 
what he did for the holy patriarchs, whose 
names he commemorated with s6 much honour, 
answer such a title, since he left them exposed 
to so many trials and calamities, which multi- 
tudcs escape of whom be has never spoken in 
such language: so that those good iiwn must be 
considered as still in cxist^cc; and therefore it 
may be concluded, by a strong train of conse^ 
queiices that all the faithfiii /ivc unto him;^ for 
he, on the foot of Abraham’s covenant, oy^s 
himself the God of all such: and consequerttly 
he must he an everlasting patron and f^end to 
them, even to their whole persons, so as to re* 


ta(0] the God of A' 
brahuro, and the Gort 
of Iflaac, and thu God 
of J)^?J [Mat. 
XXll.^31,32.— Mark- 
XI r. '26 J 
SB For [God is not 
a Tiud ut the dead, 
but [Mask, the (ludj 
of the liMiig; for all 
live unto ^ J 
[Mark, Yp tlierefoie 
do jfieatly err. | 
[Mat. XXII.- 32. 
Mark XII.— 27. J 


^ lam tkfl (lOfl of Abraham, &c ] It i& 
eurpriRing to me to find learned men ao 
much do ided in tlien senuments on tins 
easy text. The force of the argument 
cannot surely lent on the wonl[uM,’J he- 
caui^e thousih it be m the Greek, it is not 
in (he* Hebreet, where the word# may 
posbihly signify, /[haie Am/} tht-iimluf 
Abiakam, ami the pobSihility of-uch 
a lersiuci would affect the cofKllliiaton on 
that supposidon. But our LQi;d^e argu- 
ment IS equally forcible either way : for 
it » evident that it cannot properly be 
^aid, thatGud cithct actually is« or hath 
betn, tlie*Gnd of any whom he has sufler- 
ed dnally to peiish : and, (as tlic apORtle 
ir'roijglv istiiuate-.) he would, hmoanly 
Apeakiiig, h«’ ashamed, or think it inU- 
m;ely beneath him, to own that relation 
tu ain foi whom he had not provided a 
city, 01 a ^tatc of more pernunent hap- 
piness than any which could he enjoved 
in this mortal life. (See Ueb. xi. I-, ) 
So tliat ibeargaffient by no rncana'uns 
/as Arclibislmp Tillotsun and Giotiiis 
huppose ) oil the calamitous circum- 
staiicew.ift wliiCb thee pAtriar/^h- often 
were, btft would have held g iod, liad all 
t'lCir lives been «s tirospcrous and glon 
oub as that of AbiaHatii necms gf'ncrally, 
nolinthsiMndiug 111 ' pci c,'! mi ions to 


have been — 1 cannot, as soini' niodcrg 
wntcis i‘l noted*), fall in with Mr. Medc’s 
notmu, (in his Works, p. HOI, H02.) that 
ouv [Old u fris to the necessity of Abra- 
ham's btJiig raistd from the dead to in- 
herit ('.Mijan,in order t'l the accoiiqdish- 
roent of God's promise to give it to him , 
both hf:..ause I can see no such necessity, 
and because tiieu 1 think it would have 
been much moie roourl.oid's purpose 
to have quoted the promise of the land 
of Canaan, Jlhan tl esc gennal woids 
S So that ad the faithful live unto hm.\ 
U IS evident that miust here have the 
force of nil ilUtiVc paiticle, and may lie 
rt'iidcred \lheT«fiire,\ - or [io ■ ilml ,J for 
what It intrcdneea is plainly the mam 
proposition to be proved, and not an 
argil nicut fur what immediately went 
before. In this connection the con e- 
quenCe is apparently just ; for as all the 
fa'ihful am the children of Abraham, and 
the r:i\ me promise of being a iwrl to km 
andhisierd i.s'cntailcd upon them, it will 
prove tbeir continued existence and hap- 
piness in a future-'j^MiiEtte, as niucb ns 
Abiabam’a. AudJ^^te body, as well 
os the sovil, makAi^'i^sential part of 
man, it will prove b»l^‘'his resurrection 
and tlieii's ami entirely overthrow the 
vliole f!.idilucean ddctriiic on this head. 



from %ht ruj^ ^ idew- 
of tlie £rav«. Aod 4he 


i- $^cr, 
e CLV. 


]3 Then CPit-iiuof 
the s^nbes aasner- 
Hi?, sft>d. Master, 
thou bast well said 


Mat XXII SS. 
^nd «hcn the mnlti- 
tiidt heard Mm, they 
were a<itonished ab 
hib doctrine. 


I u h e X\. 40 
\Tid atter th.it, they 
durst n>t asJt him 
411 V question at all 


wboM serials 0 ? Difine I'evmion, and to w«iik- 
env4(}d strongest motives to a life of boh- 
Iiimasi4t%bedi^er 

7^ ^ome y ihf sert^vi'ho trere pliant, 39 
be»ig of tbe sect of the nren^ pfeasagd 

(ibjbear a doctrine of tbd]^ owm so judbid^ 
defended, and Jfaid m ihm4M 

spoken so well (pK)n tbU subj(^tr tbac aofbp4 
solid can be obl^ted to th)^ discourse. ^tS Met. 
indeed Me mhituda that was premt 

in tbe ieltipid at the time, heariUk»] tfnthougbt 
of, eonvmcii^4fe;un(ient, wether w^ith so 
clear ad ani^«'er t<Hi&avil la the Saddo- 
cees u'Md to triuttffm asiin?lncib)e, were 
ifstamkedat his doctrine^ and pjaialv 
^ftted ^e admiratibn and cleligiityith wbim 
they bad attended bis discourse. And as ^®vv** 4 rt 
Sadduceea ^bad nothing to repl}, tb#y werc^ ' 
ashamed aii£fdisappointed ; and after inet the^ 
durst not any more presume to ask him as^thiiig 
at but retired in silence and coa^lisioo. 


IMPROV5ME^^'r. 

Wjt« wh.it satisfaction should we read this vmdi^ion of so 
impoiunt an article of our faith and bope< i'.astly waa this 
hoastctl argument of the Sadducees Unveiled and cKposed, and Mat. 
all the pride of those bold wits, who Vf^d diemsulves so much j ^'<^3 
on tliat imaginary penetiatioii which laid mdn almost on a lefvol 
with brutes, covered With' just confusion. Indeed, objections 
against the y L^uf^reclion^much inore plaUstble^han this of theirs, 
iwAy be .uisweredjn that one sayttigoi oor^d’s. Jc know not 
th( ^tripfuns^ not the power of God. ^ Ware the vc; iptuie (ioc^29 
trine of the ; isiorection considered do the oOe hand,, and the 
omnipotence of the Cuafoi on the other, it could not seem tn- 
tndihk to an) , th^t Gad ihould^ai^e the dead (Adts xxvi 8 .) 

How *ubhnie an idea does our Lord give us of the ^happiness Luke 
of those who ball be thought worthy to attain * shall be J®* 
iyvtd to the angils ( Adored be the nche> of that grace ^iich ^ * 
redeems us frOhi tins degenerate and miserable state, ii^^ich 
Vve had mawgi^rsehes so much //^e the beasts that 


*» 1//n th(t the I data not ask kw (wiy deriSlaod u lirniMto them, becaus* in 
i/ins at alt ] J., ii e\ ideuc that tbu is KOfy nuxtac'Ctt m wetetad uf a t}uM- 
Mie na ot the Sadd icr c and muiT |;|0 un* Kbich one of the i»ertb«s put U> him, 
\QLII S/ ^ ^ 



xhx. 12 ) to rawe u$ to so and inarlial u-^ 

Uitb ihe arniic^H of haaven ' ^ 

Lrt us esteefn ^ glorious a hopf^^ghti and wiihJI^^eatest 
intense ness ot soul pursue and ti. And as fo^nose en- 

jqj ments of this present worlds wnxd^ ard suited only to the 
, 'mottality and imperfection of if, mp^rate oui tegards to 
' tl:iemy aiid cultivate those hi^ti ent^MaiKfia^ts with the most 
stdiottous care, which will oo transplanted into the paradise cf 
^Qpds and eret dounid) for the delight of Im mmoriai ckiidreii. 

31 f^hi ist, we sec, argu^ a vt^ry important potobof doctrine from 
pfxmtsii^ m which, pptbaps, vre mi^t not have been able to 
> have^dn>coveied U without such a bint. Let l^^rn to judge 
of ^ripture^rgu’i^ntSf not Alertly by the sOund, but bj the 
sense of the words And as our hip^jehose a passage fjom the 
PfinMteue%^ than fV^ the for the convictioj> of 

^ the SfiddUtepa^^ us be to study the tempt is, and even 

thia preiuditesof those w^^whom we converse, that w'e may, 
if possible, let in the light of diviuo truth on their hearts, on 
side by which tht^^ st^m most callable ^receiving it. 

Mm-ic Alb a W4^, let us with pleasure think of the blessed God un- 
dfr46 ^erfhat ^cioos title by which hp manifested hiii^self to Mosa 
ai thh hmh bull be ts the God ^^hiakam^ the God of Isaac ^ 
and (Att Vod of Jacoby the God of%nr pious ancestors, the God 
Inke of all om departed ferends^ who are now sleeping in Jesus for 
aU their sOuK now ii^e uniohmi and tlieir bodie"^ shall ere long 
be awakened by him in like manner, if We aic follouns of 
them who thiMi^h faith^nd patience e mm inheriting the pyo- 
miw$t when we d^ie gathered to otti fatheis^ and our names, pei- 
baps, forgotten among succeeding generations, he will still be 
our God He will she^s, h> the blessed expeiicnce rf cter- 
nit}, that when ho irea^td' with us*b> that tale, and admitted us 
into the covenant by which he beats it$ he^^ntend d loi us somt- 
thing far nobler andi better than the transient scenes of eaithand 
of time coukl adutif- 


. «fiCT. CJLVI. , 

Chmt dtHome^ of the fird emd great comms^id 0 / the lau, and 
covffunds the Pharuns with a question relating to Da^id \ 
^ euHing Mtssiah hts Loy*d Mat XXlI 34, to the end 
lliyiik XU 28-^37. Luke XX 41 44 

MM, XXII 31. 

'T’'HUS Jesus defended the great doctune of 
the resurrection from the vam eav ils which 
weie bi ought against it But the debates of 
the day ended not here ; for uhen (hi Phm isecs 


UKt \MI 

tT whtij the 1 hd- 



duoo(6 

they 

together, y 



t^u had beardtifot hedrd tl^%e ad^ <! 

b« faad pui,^e Sad- SaMuce^s^ they _ 

with a w ^ 

’ Wkttie design, to m if.lEh|4^d!i»|d any way ek* 
him to the to make thefi?‘fe-3'^ 

upon what, he ifefii %y. , 

'J!-a?awy«, [cine! / the cfl'mc wijb the tfiirf '’^'i 

and having heard /n^^tteridcd^tO the discOUl'&e'temeen'^ellilS^^H]^ , 
them reasoning toge- and 4«tfrd MtfWI 'fettSOnii^ 

thaihrhad answered pef%etting that Hi had an^pyy tkf$ 'ihM, \ 
them woir.j asked A/m a farther ; imchdin^li^ 

[iiiin] a question, anottiel* tiiaHfHvm as to his understanding .in ’ ' ' 


J 

; -4 
.' <,s{ 
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''ii( 

,t 

,'>J. 


tempting ^him^ ^nd ^ltg. ^nd sdid to, him,..5l& 


^ <Jelsinl^i^t^6^l would^t infoM> m^fpJ^iWWihejthlS 

36 Mof'er. which, [/indj^nsa^ cowmsA^menWi^^flfetfAre (^htAS^--. 

:«^at^Lm.rndinc^ ^ wliofe Is It ft' Ceremonial, or a 
fnfaiij in the law’ moral precept, that is the^ most impdrtftht, and 
tMABKXii.--«8.) H^ri^es' the' presence ^ ‘ ^ ’ t:" , 

RiARr xiL QQ J^sus anhitred hiifi^ The ^kiop’tHhju % 


Mark XIL 39. 

himVii»rrirS*orjfi ca**dv be resolved 

tiie commaodraeais^r.;^, thwfl^;;the mokt comprehctiisive*%nd itft- 'i] 
IJ, Hear, u is^ei, poitaiu Me cowmtf«dwen/s of'thfeW, fwl i; 

the lAird our God is ii .. i •* i . V«.'* 

nne Loidj rMAt;,^hat whicb 18 contained in Dent. vi. 4, 5; x. 12; . 
XXII. 37.~] ' J&ar, O Israel, Jehovah out GodHs rli6 one 

30 And tiiuu Shalt <t ^at and only Lord ; • \dnd upon afil 'bcca-SO 

vll with Ji thJI f^oif shalt regard and Hoiionr him as 

heart, and with all “ such, om\ Itwe the Lord thy Gcd wUh ttlUhvie 
sodl, and with all thy «< heart, and with uli thy soul, afid wiih all Ihy 

alUhTstrwih, tJ,« “ “O'* ^trengtb;" that is, 

ib the firit [and thou siuic coDsecratii’^h him alj the united pow- 
rM'”*"?*"**' er^fnd faculties of thy nature; arid thy under-' 

3 b 1 standing and^ill, tlunC affections and executive 

V powers, shad he ail in the^ fiftbst vi{Torous man-" 
ner employed in bis Setitice. (Spe note ® on 
{isuke X. T^ts is the first and 

' ' great comimndmefit, ^tbeTi^bcipal and funda- 


^ Wtikh is the ^rst ari/i great ammSid* ference 'to the cerdtHoftisl part<«»-I)r. 
meat, &c.] ^^This was a point that often Lightfoot remarks fin his Hor, Heb. oa 
wasdinputed liy tiieJewibh doctors; some Maik xii, 38.) that Christ! answers tha 
conigwliog fat the law nf i^rumcision, scribe out of a aerit^ce which was writ'^ 
other's for that of, a^crilicts, and others ten in the phylaetenes; in !>|^ich he' 
for that of the |diy^teries. And thuuch avoided all occasion of offeaO^^fia plain- 
It uas a rule,im^|ibf>m, that the law ly >.hewed (as the >ciiba aneiwards ob' 
of the sabbdt5‘^f^i|rro give plaqe'to . dipt . i«rvc>, Mark xil >33.) that tb«‘ obser* 
oFcircumoision, yet they were not agreed' vanoe ofthe moral lavv «a.j more accop- 
at to the re^l, t^hiclr was the' principal t^bia to God than all the sacrifices tbay 
and nut t iinporiant piccept, only ip ge- dOuld oiler to iinn. ' . 

neral they were iiicljus'd to give the pre-, ‘ .. - 





350^^. ' ‘v * The Wte 6f <yA^ nei^ 

»tCT. mental precept of the law, and there other 

tLisrr. vv'iicli may not 1)6 eotwidefed in its degree as 

'^^^ff^sjibordmato to thif?, and reducible to it. yftii/ '}} 

31 ™Wime and comprehensive "S 

' nattirc, ftV] much Kkeuntoit, as well as given \o^c thy neighbour 

V by the same authority,'^ [evefi] containeid in there in 

Lev. xix. 18; “ T’/iou M/ /we liy 
V. “ as thyself :" For all the duties you owe to than ibe^e. [Mat. 
■ ' youV fellow-creatures may be reduced to this ; xxii. a*).) 
and whei*e this nndissembied and generous priu- 
ciple of love is, the rest will easdy and natural- 
ly follow. On the whole, therefore, there is 
no nfher comvw ndme ni greater than these. A nd 


M$.tt 


Mat. XVn 40 . 
On ihone two com- 


s: XXI! . 1 I » L 71 » I » I t)n ihone two com- 

lauimnd the pro- mamlments h.iiig all 

\ , ^phets depofid itpjm these tiro commandmnts ; ii«e lawr and the pio- 
^ that Wi it is the of tiie whole revelation, 
in its different periods 'aud''circiin)stances, to ■ 
promote that virtuous and ho)y temper which 
may be expressed by the love of God and our 
neighbour, , 

Mark the sO'ibc who had proposed the (jues- Madk X(i. s'2. 

a design to trv him, was struck with !!!„, tv*! 

;; , the solidity and spirit of his answer, and said to trr.tiiou hast suid the 

[ hihiy Truly thou deservest to be owmed as a tmtir for ihire is 

^ -Master in Israel ; fur thou hast spoken to this ‘''’® “"‘J 

/' important question excellently well f J or there 
is indeed one Gody and there is no ather kside% 

And to love hiniy as thou hast said, with •iiAndfoiox.-iiim 
all the heart, and with all the vndersfanding, a'n’ihe'^u'jll 

. and with all the sow/, and with all the strength , dnbt:in.ijiig,an(i with 
to consecrate all the intellectual and active pow- a'l soul, and with 
ers of our whole nature to him; and for a man 
tfl love [A7i’] neighbour as himself y' rrom a sense as h mseif, is more 
of piety to God, as well ay henevolencetoraan, than ail whole bumt- 
, is far more important than all the burnHffer- 
mgs and which the greatest, prince 

could present at hi's altar; nor could the most 
exact and pompous ritual observances be accep- 
^ tabic without such virtues and graces as these. 


’I he seemd is tHe unto i/.J Dv quot- 
ing ihii with the former, lie suificiently 
yuard§d against a foolish motion, which 
some 9«y the ehansee.s had, thaT theob- 
BCn*itiort of one excellent precept of the 
law would excuse the transgression of 
many others. It is certain the Pharisees 
ware ready to magnify duties of the lirst 


table, to tl^ neglect of those of the *> 1 '- 
cond , on which accouiii it was exceed- 
ingly proper to usa‘4h'eb langnhlte as this. 

* I’xrellently ttfO .It is iii the oii- 
gliial xnluu;, biauttfld^ OT Jinelii, whuli 
expresses his high satisfaetion in the re- 
ply, much more strongly than the word 
v-ell. 



Jesus 

34 - And ^hm AndJmts^seekgtkat Aeanstc^redi\i\x%wis€^, 
aXe “d’dl4J^u5‘ *("»' these jtot seuti- cj^- 

he said unto* bun, nieiUs of thiiie on this jmportant head, that ihou 
Thou art not farfrom art not Jarfrofu ike kingdom of God; and such 5 ^;yyt; 
the kingdom of God. q(‘ r,s|^giQ,^ ti^ese may bn the happy 

means of preparing: thee to receive the gospel 
jitjthat fidler manifestation of it which is now ^ 
approaching. 

Mat XXII. 41. wktle the Pharisees tpere gathered to- Mat. 

[And] while the Pha- geihcT dui'iiig this conference, expecting to have 
ruees were gathered an Opportunity to cnsnafc him, <u' ke 

falgh^iii rheteiT.! still ***« people in the tern pk^ Jesus 

pie'l, jcMis a-.ked turned to the 8«ribes and doctors of the law who 
thoin sajiijg, How and osked them saying* flow sue 

nirist'^irthe^^Son of scHSi's SO coninionly as they io^ 4kat th 
David > [Maak .XII. Messiah is the SorivJ J)ay0f Let nie ask you 
Urn e 5 kvho aic oow Wc, H'hat 

P-fjchrisf’ who-lc Sgn Concerning the Messiah in tliis respect ? 

j . he J Tix'y bay uTito,-{f'toc SoH is he ? They say unto hm Nothing 

h. ui. l)ie &». of Da- uan be plainer than what thou representest as 

'* ■ the general opinion ; he is undoubtedly to ‘be 

4.3 lie sriith unto \the Soriy if David. , He sailh unto thtmy How 
them. How then doth David himsilf speaking 6y the in- 

i. pmW^'i^bytbc’Hol^ of the Holy Spirit, in the book of 

Ghost] [Luke, in the Psoims, acknowledge him to be superior 10 

hmi*^ Lo^^*^a^n*!* Cfl// /«W, for yOU Cail- 

f Mabk'^'xii.^^sc— “ot but know that there i.s a passage expressly 
Loke XX 42-.-J to this purposte, (Psal. cx. 1.) which you readily 
44 The Lord s.aid allow 10 refer to the Messiah, in which you find 
thou my^ight^ Lord suid unto my lard,^^ 

hand, till I njake “ Sit thou Oil my right-hand in exalted power 
tiiiiie enenues thy it ^pU glorv, With all the majesty and honour 
jSn.— 36] [iw of a King, till I make b\\ thine enemies thy 
XX 42, 4.3. “ and cause tbeeto trample upon them 

iti at pleasure.” Jf David himself therefore callus 

Lord, how^^b hS Lord, and speak of him as Ins superior, as 
I Li KE, thenjhis Son > YOU sce he doth, how IS he lfi£n his Son 

<* '//ow then (het Ikand hmsvff by Ike wc can never think the apostles of Clirist 
Uoly Spirit, i-c.J Our Lord, wc see, al- to have been Icb^ assisted by the Divine 
wajii takes it lor granted in lii>i argu- Spint in their wrllmgb, when they were 
inents with the .K ws, that the wi.tgrs <if in other respects so much moie puwer- 
thc Old Testament were under such an fully endoweid Vifh it. 
extraordinary guidance of the Holy Sprit, •'[/ Dc^H )iimse(f thcTqfirit call hlta 
AS to expres'r themselves w ith the .strict- IjokI, how u he then his i'&)iI?J^'Thi.s im- 
cst propriety on elI%ccasion.t. (Compare plies both the existence bt David in a 
John X. 33, sect, cxttxiv.) And J look future state, and the authority ot the 
on this as no Contemptible argument for Arcs>iah over that invisible world into 
•he in'^piration of the New Testament ; fur which that prince was rcuiov cd by death. 



54^ ; Th^< are amble lo replay Md^Ure not questtbn hi^my more. 

Now as the scribes and Pliarispes'Wi&rt? igno- rAnti->the common 

the f vine nature j^l" 

of the Mejssiab, with respect to which, even be- 37 . Lort XSc; 44. 
fore his incarnation, he was the Lord of David, 

^ 45 and of the whole church, they were quite con- 

j** founded with the question. /Atf vast crowd 4f; i\iid no maa 
of common people that was aliout him, keardifim 
■ 46 wrVA great all his adveiMries 

were at such a loss, tliat m mqn could answer that day fonh) a^k 
so miicli as a wo 7 'd; neither did any *""1 “'W more ques- 
• presume, from that da^forward^ to ask him any "* 

more such cn.snanng questions^ as'those by which ' 

[' they had now' contri^ed to assault, and, if pos- 
" sible, to confound him,' * 


• V ' ' ‘ IMPROVEMENT. . ■ . . 

x^^f»8 WliATEVER uli^'ht be the design of the scribe in putting this 
**'' “ question tq Christ again, (which was 111 effect the same with 
what another had projiosdd before, Luke x. 25, sect, evii.) we 
have reason to rejoice iiT the repetition of so important an quk- 
7zer, Oh that it might be inscribed on our hearts as wirli the 
point of a diamond ! ’ , . ' ^ 

29 The first and great comymndmentnK\\s\rcs ns, to love the Lord 
our God with all our heart, arid soil!, and mind, and strength , 
and the second, xehich is like unto it, to Ifroe our neighbour <7? 
ourselves. But alas, what reason have we to complain of our’ 
own deficiency on both these heads! and how much need rf 
being taught again even these first principles of the oracles of 
God! (Hcb. V. 12.) 

jjO Can we say, with regard to the first, that the blessed God has 
the whole of our hearts.* Is the utmost vigour of our faculties 
exerted in his service ^ Do we make him the end of all our ac- 
tions, of all our wishes, of all our pursuits ? — Or are we indeed 
31 such equitable judges between ourselves and others, as the .se- 
cond ofthese^reatcm»wand7/ien/i would require ; so as to seek our 
owMi particular interests no farther than theiy may be subservient 

EUfJiow jrrent a Monarch soever the oxth Psalm which refers it to the Messiah. 
Mcijsiah iniglithave been, he cou'd not hesumc Jiom Ihutdaif forward to mk 
hA\c bcou properly called David’s Ixird, hm any m- ri' The plain mean- 

aiiv nir>rc lhaii Jiilirs Caesar oi-uld haM* mg is, they asked him no more suchcap- 
becn oalU'd ihcLord of ltomuln>•,beca^^c lions question^-, foi the memory of this 
be reigned in Konie 700' ye^ii after Ins. unifntion impressed their mindii during 
death, and \a^tly extended the bounds theshjrtreinai'idcrof.Chri>'t’i»continu- 
of that enmire uhieh KomulUB foiindul. ante .imong tlunn j aihdho iv.i-. soon re- 
— -"Munsierih Note on this tCKit sliews, moved from them, so that they bad no 
in a very/orcible m.'innv'i', ihc wretched ^iLhei ^poitanitics of doing ’it when 
expedients of some modem Jews to evade that tuipieshion wore oil', 
the force of that interpretation of ibe 



to, or at least, insistent |wth, the gbod of the jwhple ? Bo m sfct^ v^ 
mtfke all those allowances for others,, ^hich we expect or tlesif»; . 

they shouIJ 'niiake for us ? — purely we inust own wq are far from a 
’ h^vln^yetaitainei, or from being {Phii. iii. 13 ) 

• — But if this be not in the main, ..liie prevailing add governing > V 
temper of our mii^s, in vain arc our humiii>ff'<frings and our ia-. 
orifices; in vain,^^^l the soleuvnitiea of public worship, or the 
•forms of domestic andisecret devotion j and by all our most pathe- 
tic expressions of duty tO God, and friendship to men, wo do 
hut add one degree of guilt to another, Let us then most 
earnestly entreat, that God wpuld hav^ meroy ppqn anid by 
liis Holy Spirit write tkese-kms iiijour heftvts. 

On those subjects let >scribi^ imtructed Uy the kin^c^m 
heaven insist, lest they be oondemned by this ex^posif^, of ibc^ 

Jewish law. And let those whose notions ar^.tbusw^j^^r regu- 
lated, take heed, lest, while they^seenj o/'34 

Godf by resting in mere notions, they coine'shjort of it, and sink 
into a ruin aggravated by their near approach to the con fines of 
salvation and gloyy-,. , ,, 

As for that question of Christ with which the Phtarri'Ces wera Mat, 
perplexed, the gospel has, given us a key to it. Well might 
David^ in spirit, call hint £ord, who according to tkefiesh was ^ 
to descend from his loins : fob before J)m)idm ribraham was, he- 
is. (John viii, A8.) Let us adore this niyro*riou9 union oftbe> 

Divine and human natures in the person of our glorious Em* 
manuel ; and be very careful that we do not oppose him, if we 
would not be found tfgaimt God. Already is Ijc exalted 

at the ris^ht hand of the Father ; let his friends rejoice in his 
dignity and glory, and with pleasure wait the day of his ctim- 
plete triumph, when all his enemies shtJl be put under his feet, 
and even the last of them ba swallowed up in victory. (1 C'or. 

AV.25, 54.) 

I ^ 

SECT.' diVII. 

Chriil discourses i^iti tie Pharisees in the temple, repeating the 
charges and cautions which he had formerly advanced at the 
house of o7i€ ofthdt sect. Mat* 1—22. Mark XIL 

— 40. Luke XX. 45, ^0 the end. 

VAT. xxin. 1. mat. XXIIL 1. 

'ptitN spake jesip JWEN Jesus, tn thc progtess of his doi trine 
[ill his doctrine,) anddiscour.se, spake to hts discipksSn thc 
’i.oncc of \he ^^dieiict oj all the people; who were present, and 
took occasion (as he had done formerly, Luke 
xi. 3*51, &. scq. hcct. cx.) to expose and caution 
tlicrn against the pride and hypocrisy of thp 



WT. sca?ibes^and Pharisees, Sayingi,^ pnenly amt ‘*“iif,. 

ctviu freely to them, J^ke scribes and, the -P^a- gg**, 

risecs sit in the cha/r 0/ Moses,* and- are the 2 ’ The 

public teachers and expounders of hi&law.: All the Phan- 

' ' o therefore whatsoever the^y shall charge you to ob‘ *“ Mosqs’ 

sene in virtue of that law**, pay a becoming de- 3 All therefore, 
fenence and re^anl to, and be ready to abH&rve wMsoover they bid 
Hmtd * accordingly; iut pmtU jut byany 
iiieafls according to their works ; for ifwy say not ye afu?r then 
well in many instances, hut do not themselves works: for they sjy, 
practise according to wliat they teach. 

Mwk t therefore repeat it ag^in, Beware of imita- m^pk. xii— -s. 
KH. 33 ting the hypocrisy, aud.ioUowipg the* example — Heware of the 
f2( ^fl^bes ; ^ For by virtue of the ua- T" 
.jditionsi^hiqh in conjunction with the PbaHsces Mat. xxiii. 4. 
they have ^dttil,,tp>.the law,,;/A<y ^iVui together For they bmd heavy 
grievous and iniupporldle hwrdens, and witlioiit wnfa'd 

tile IcHbt remorse lay thew on men's shoulders, by them on men'* 
urging them hv the heaviest penalties toxon^ shoalders; but they 
form to alt .their iiijunctioos ; but they dhijcnie 
With yhemselves] in the n^lect pl^many ot ofiiieir imgeis. 
them, and will not so much as them with 
*a finger of theirs. :,A'otppare Luke’xia , 46 , sect. 
cx.> T 

5 And even when they do couftirm in other in- But alt their 


• SU i» the chair of .Vbye;.] Some Ihiijk 
•here IS an allusion to those pulpits 11 huh 
E^ra tnade for the exp'mnd^rs of ilie 
law ; (Neh. viii. 4.) and whieh were after- 
ward cuntiiiiicd Ml the synagQ$|^, fiom 
whencii the rabbles delivered their dis- 
courses sitting. It is probably' called 
Muses’ chair* because it waj that front 
whence the books of Moses were read 
and explained ji so that he aei^fned tp 
dictate from thence. ' It is strangh, that 
Lightfoot (flor. liebr in loc,) and Gns*. 
satus, should explain this (df alegisla^Yy 
authoiityj since the.scdhes and Pb^- 
secs, as Such, bad no pecylUr authority 
hf tliat kind. 

>» III Mrtue of that Iaw>] If this Inin 
ration be not supposed* tliis passage mil 
be inconsistent with all those in which 
he conilcmns the doctrines of the scribes 
add Pharisee-'. Ha^ hemehnt (as Orobio, 
and some Popish writers have unaccount- 
ably p'retddded) to assert their infallibili- 
ty„ftn4lb Require nn ab<o]i)ie s«bini*bion 
10 their dictates, he must hhvc condeinn- 
,ed himself, as it was known he was re- 
jected by them. See I imborch. (.'ollat. 
4mic. p. 33. Hi. 

0 iPeaarfl of the 4C»-ji<?r.] The word 
cci-ibc 111 gcir ral signifies any one con- 


xersant about books and writ4n;ts; and 
IS sometimes put for a civil ofhcLr, whusc 
business probably re'.eniblcd tlut of a 
l^ctelary vj iiate : (2 Rom. vm, I*! , I Kings 
iv. 3; 2 KMigii xix. *2.) at other times it 
is uced at large for a man ot leai mug and 
ability; (1 Chron. xxvn. 32 ; .Icr xswi 
2d; Kma vii. 6; Mat. xxlii. 34; 1 Cor 
i. 20.) But as biblical learning was'’ 
]i}p.st jeiteemed among the Jews, the void 
in 'the New Testament seems to be chief- 
ly appropriated to those that applied 
th^solves to the study of the law , (per- 
tfhj^iincldding those whose bu.sjness it 
WaA^to lran|Cribc it.) (if these the pub- 
Ifc professors, who rea-l lectin o<! iipmi it, 
were called doctors, or lawyers; and, 
probabh they who wc'ie laiestod with 
Some public offices iit,tlie sanliodiiui, oi 
other courts, scribes of tlip people (.Mat. 
h. 41. — But that the sertb^, as 'Ingland 
labours to prove, (Sh Seeti Karacor. p. 
fi8 ) were karaites, eir HOktuancs who re- 
jected tho^o traditions which the Phari- 
sees inculcated, seems, from thi' text 
especially, utterly improbable. Our 
T.ord commonly joins them with the 
pharisees, and probably Tno-.t of tlicm 
were of th.it scot. 



who religm* 34(5 


«Qrksth«ydufort»> 5 tsnces to their onrn rules, it is generally from sect. 
itoke^brolS" for there is none of allthnr CLtn. 

i)hy»acteri«»,ittden- tiforh Wit What the^ oh»e0y do With a designf 
‘iarge the bprders of ke fdewtd and taken notice of hu men, as exam- 
ib«r garments.' p|gj extraordinary piety. For this purpose, 3 * 
in particular, the^ make their phylacteries re- 
markabiy bvoad^^ that it may be thought they 
write more of the law on those drolls of parch- 
ment than others do, or desire to be more fre- 
. » quently reminded of divine things by the size 

of them ; and, for the same reason likewise, 
they make^ the fringes and tassels, which the 
law requires them to wear on the borders of 
their garments, s,s large as may be, thajt ‘thpy 
may seeqi peculiarly desirous to remertfhfer the 
divine commandments, whenever they look up- 
on them. (Compare Numbv xv. 38—40.) 

Luke XX.— 4 c.— Thqse are the self-conceited and vain-g)ori> Liik« 
Jr robes o^i*,o»en, who affect to walk in long garments, 2 fX. 46 
IMARriir.— sa!— j they may appear with an air of distinguish. 

Mat. XXI If.’ 6 . ed gravity and stateliness; And love the up- Mat. 
Ami love the upper- pfifYiiost phoces at fecsts, where guests of ® 

and the [Luke, high- <iuality are Used to Sit ; and are ambitious 
est] seats in thesyna- to secure ike highest seats even in the very syna- 
gogues ^ jmaek XH, where they, should meet to prostrate 

4(5 ] " ’ themselves ill the divine presence with the low- 

7 jind [iaiuta- est abasement of soul : And, on the same priii-7 
tionsj III the markets ciplg of vain-glory and ostentation, they desire 
aiK to ta w of receive salutations in the markets, and Other 
places .of common concourse, (compare Luke 
xi. 43, sect, cx.) a^ttd to be called hymen. Rabbi, 
rabbi a title of honour which they are fond of 


^^17 mahe tknr phyhettnes rtmkrk- 
^ ably dnmd.] I doubt not but most of my 
n adero ^ery hl‘ 11 know, that the Jews, 
(understanding tlxod. xiii. 9 , 16 f end 
lieiit. \i 3; xi.<18. which cooimended 
them to bind Ihe law on tkeir hwds, anff U) 
let it be as fiontUh between their eyes. In a 
litoral serihc,) used to wear little scrolls 
of parchment, on which those passages 
w( re written, bound to their forehead > 
and wrists It is generally supposed 
they were called phylacteries in Greek, 
3 s being looke:it apoti as a kind of amulet 
to keep them fropf danger Sfee ^err.ii. 
'JViho'r, p. 38; and'lDrus. de trihus SCctis, 

p. '’ll:}, 26ii. 

'The ftif’fied seats in the synagogues ]* 
1 he doctors had scats by themselves, with 
Ihoii hacks towards the pulpit in which 


the law was readt snd their faces towards 
the people. The^e wrere accounted the 
most honourable, and ihercfoie these 
ambitious scribes and Phansees contend- 
ed fi;r them. See Kelaod. Antiq. Hcb. 
p. 61; Vitring.de Synag. Vet. p. 191, 
AC seq, and Wolf, in loc. 

^ To be called by men, Rabhtf iabhi,'\ 
Many learned men have obseried, that 
an extravagant Ooiiuii of respect went 
along wifh this litle, which was derive«l 
from n;i 7 , a word whkb sigaifiea both 
magnitude anA multitude, and seemaintead- 
ed very empbatuiullv to express both the 
greatne-s aud the variety of that learuuig, 
which they' who bore ir were supposed to 
be possessed of (L’t'nfant^s Iiitiod. p. 
93.) — Dr Light foot telN us (JJoi. Heb. 
in loc ) that the words of the scribes arc 



■ 3,46 . Hi^openfy r^rmi Ihefii for Ih^ prSk) 


SF.CT. having repeated in every sentence^ and almost 
civil, at every word. 

But as for you my disciples, he not ^ called 
Xkui. value yourselves on the name, if it 

^should ever happen to be given you ;/or one iv 
your Master, [even] Christ; and ye are allbjre- 
thten,^ and as such should treat each other *wtth 
9 a loving freodom and familiarity. Aiid^daU not 
[any one] on earth your father,^ nor be fond of 
receiving this title from men, who may he ready 
to speak of themselves as1)ut children in corn- 


men, Rabbi, rabbK 
Mark XIl SB. 
LoxaJfTf.— 4l>.— ] 

8 Bat be not yc 
called Rabbi* for one 
IS your Master, eryen 
Christ, and all ye are 
brethren. 

9 ^nd call no maa 
your father upon the 
earth: foroncisjour 
father nhich v in 
hea^en. 


parison of you, and implicitly to follow all your 
Tlictate«;/or one is your Father, and that of the 
whole' family, [even] he who dwells in the high- 
est he^en, apd before whom all the most dis- 


tinguished bonoars of* the children of men dis- 
appear, as less that! nothing and vanity. Neu lO Neither be yp 
10 wt-r be ye called masters and guides; for one is masters for 
* yflW7‘ great Master Instructor, [even] Christ,^ even chnst. 
whose dictates yon are ex'er to receive, and in 
whose name and authority alone you arc to 
U teach othcrs\ But, on the contra^,^, 4e that is, n Rut he th.it 
and would appear in the eyes of Odd to be, the 
greatest among you, shall be most eminent for vant. 
condescension and humility, and will be ready 
to svait on the rest, and to behave himself on all 


occasions as your senant (Compare Mat. xx. 

1 2 26, 27, p. 260.) And what I have often tokiyou And uhosoetpr 
will assuredly he found to be a certain truth, That 
whosoever shall attempt jn an ambitious way to 


declared to be more amiable and weighty 
tbati those of the propbijts, and equal to 
those of ihu law . so that Oamaliel advis- 
ed to get a rabbi, that one might no lon- 
ger doubt of aAv tiirngt More paasagva 
to this purpose may be iteu is Dr. Qak’a 
.Sermons, V ol. I p, 80, and in Wintry 
.ind F.lsnor, in loc They fully shew-die 
necessity there vaa Ibr such ■ h'peated 
cautions as our Lord gives, and are an 
abundant .'inswer to what Orobio objects 
to our Lord’s conduct in Ihilf’respcct , 
(sec Limboich. Collat. p. I’T'*.) for, 
constdciiiig tbcir inveterate prejudices 
against ('hribt, it could never be suppos 
ed that the common people would receive 
the gojipel till such corrupt teacher> as 
thesejii^e brought into a just di grace. 

> Kemre alt hrethen. ] It is oliserv able, 
that not one word is «aid of Peter’** au- 


thority ovqr the rest, either here, t r .-o 
, application, made by Zebedee's clnl, 
tlreo j though bad such an authority '..eu 
dnten^fd, niithing could have been moi.' 
natara^ or necessary, than to have men- 
tioned and adjusted it Compare note s 
on Mai^^'xx 26, p. 260. 

^ Cml not [eng one] on earth yow fa- 
ihet.} The Pharisees, no doubt, had 
this title given them; and Bishop Wil- 
kins reserves, that it is a title which as- 
suming priests of all religions have gi eat- 
ly alTccled ■ 

‘ One IS Hour Mml^r [^en] Chrut ] It 
IS remarkable, that tKis (:>ceiir& twice in 
the \eiy same words (here, and in 
8.) Our, Lord knew' bow requisite it 
would be 'to attend to it, and how ready 
eten his ministers would be to forget it. 



ed^ris his discipt^s to ht^fnikiy, 347 

,sbaJi etalt himself, exalt htmsdf^ shall sooner or later, by one me- sect. 
he thdt*^a^ hui? OF another be abased; arid whosoever, on clvii. 
bie bimveif, abail be the Other hand, shall humble himself, shall be 
exalted. exalted to the highest honour.' xxiii. 

*1.1 But VO unto Then Jesus, turning from his disciples, to 13 

zr‘ h^nt^i 'if addressed 

' foryc shut up the h|m$elfbolaiytotbose crafty enemies who Stood 
kmK’om of hea\en around lum, waiting for nothing Atrf an oppor- 

and said, Wt unta mu, 

solves, ii«fither suffer scrioes and Pharisees, hypocrites for by the 
ic tiieinUiat areen- prejudices you are so zealous to propagate a- 
ir*iing to go in. moiig the people, you slUU np the kingdom (f 
heaven against men, and do all you can to pre- 
vent their tsegarding it ; for you neither^go in 
yourselves, nor permit them that are aa^kiened 
to a desire of'onlermg, to go^ip ; and thus you 
make yourselves iii some degree chargeable 
with their destruction as well as with your own, 
by the false notions you instil into their minds, 
and the prejudices you raise against me and my 
doctrine. (Compare Luke xi. 52, sect cx.) 

14 Wo unto you, JVo mtoytM,ye scribes and Pharisees, hypo* 14- 
i cnbcs and Phan- trto, that jmposc Upon men by specious forms 
(ipvonr widows 0* devotiou ! but these lorms cannot impose 
houses, and f ir a pre- upoi) God, ,nor prevent his vengeance from fal- 
tcnce make long ||p„ heavy upon vou: for, by your cruel extor- 
ye ^iiaii ro«'oiv« thv' tious^dw dcvoiir the houscs oj ividows and or- 
jreafer darnnaiion. pliuns, wliose lielplcss cipcumstances, if yoli had 
LrK^xx r 1 remains of humanity and generosity, might 

^ rather engage you to protect and vindicate 

them; and it is only for a pretence to cover 
these crying immoralities, that you such 
long and seemingly earnest prayers, hoping 
thereby 'to engage the esteem and confidence of 
. others, that you may haye the greater opportu- 
nity to injure and defraud them; but this compli- 
cated wickedness shall cost you dev; iox there- 
fore shall you receive greater and more dread- 

ff however shall eitflt hansel/, &c.] Mat. xviH. 4 ; \x. 26« 27 ; xxiii. 10, II; 

Cl)rir)t b«Gms by tlx' frequent Mark ix 55; x. 43, 41; Luke \iv. ll ; 

ol tins maxim to tAtimate,th.Uhe inteud- xviii. 14; xxii. 26; and John xiii. 1 4. 
ed It, not only for those wh'i were to be • Uyp'KJitesJ\ pr. More with great pro- 
tcaeliers of gtheri/ bull for ail his di.s<'i- pnety obserm, that the word hypocrttci, 

, pics without exoejptipn. Apd it is well [jxBxpvTa^] in its most c.xact application, 

' worthy of our ob'letvatioii that no one signifies players, who according to the 
s<Milence of our Lord’s is so frequently unnatural custom of the ancients, acted 
repeated iib this; which occurs at least a part under a mask More's nicolog 
ten times in the erangeJists. Conripdrc M'orks, p ?93 * 



3«CT. fti! damnaiiorty than if you had never pfrayed at 
alJ, nor made any pretences to reli'gioji. 

JVo unto yotf , w fcvihc^ ttnd^ PharUeek, hypn- ^ W® wnto you, 
SXll'i cnVf»asyouare!/«i-wilhindrf«tipa»le industry “itps''T; 
[ 5 you do, as it were, compass the sea and the land yc comyays sea and 
to •nrnke one proselyte to your own partieuiiar 
sect and party ; and when he is become { 

often make him even doubly more a child oj hell him two fold more 
than you yoursekes are; while,' in order to ap- the child ofJicii than 
prove the sincerity of his conversion to you, 
he is obliged to vie with you in all the excesses 
of vour superstition and bigotry. 

16 h'aunto you, ye blind guides, who'haveiii- it) \vo unto yon, 
vented so many nice distinctions, to make men whtZ' 

ea$y^ In' their sins, and subservient te^ your se- ever shall’ swenr by 
cular interest$!v’t£)Ae say, f^r instance, fVhoso- the temph-, it i» uo- 
ever shall iiwear only by the 4empte, it is no- but whosoever 
thing but whosoever snail swear by the gold of the tumpic, 

• of the Umplc, wlietlier by that with which a part i‘e w a debtor 
. of it is overlaid, or by that which is laid up in 
nits treasures, he is obliged by it. Jf^c foolish 

and blind {creatures,} is not the^ttipid sophis- I'l X® 
try of this distinction apparent to- the weakest glc^Iprl uie "tYd 
understanding? for which of these tVffrra/efr, the temple th*aisaiu- 
t he gold, or the temple that sanctifies the gold, the sold ? 
which without its relation ro'the temple would 
have nothing in it more sacred than any com- 
iSmon metal?- And ya also say, just with the And whosoever 
same degree of sense and piety’ as -Insfore, Who- £***^*®^*^ notlimg^' 
soever shall swear on^y by the altar of God, it butwhn^o< •vn'‘-Mc'ar- 
is nothing; but whosee^er shall swear by the ®ti» i^y *i‘“^ 

gift whkk is upon it, he is obliged to the per- ** 
lOfaimance of his oath. Ye foolish and blind ^’19 ve foob>rjnd 

[wretches^ what an idle and senseless distino- wheibor 

tion is this* for •which can yon supjjose is great- iM 

er, the gif t,j^r the altar thai sanctifies the gift, sancufieth the -iit > 
which, before it was brought thither, was only 
a common thing, and might be used to any of 20 wboso tiuu- 
20 the ordinary purposes of human life? The fore shall swear by 
truth of the case is tkp^'efore plain and obvious i uyitaj^rbValuhKif^ 
he that swears lyy ifie alfar, shears in effect by it, th,er?on. 


^ Whotantr shell suftrar by ihe temple^ 
u nuthrfOS-^ It seems tbe Fhansces 
taught, oath^ hy thecreaturcs might 
heiiiMid'on trifling oecasions, and vio- 
lated without any great gvtitt, (Bcc note^ 
on Mat. V. o4, \ ol I. p. 2112.) Bid they 
"cxucpled oaths by the carban, and by 


sacrifices; inw-bictt it ili^lain that, with* 
any regard to O6i^mon sense oi de- 
cency, they were itifliienccd lunely by 
a view to their own interest , and there- 
fore reprosentod these to the people 
things of more aminent &.inotity than 
tnen lUc temple or altai itself. 



Pharisees. 84 ? 

121 Anti whoso shall . 4 n 4 ,b^<aU the things that are offered wjww it to sect. 

^T^Jeih b\MtT& ^ smmrs ^ «-v».' 

by hjmthaUweiiet *! stuears hy. it, 9 ndhy to also iAit 
liiert iri. dwdU in iV, even the etertial and ever-blessed 

• Jehovah, who honours it /in a special manner 21 

And he that w^th' the tokens of his presence: And he 22 

bhaii swear by hea- tj^S^im^ars bif heaven, which '^oiho of you are 
\en swearethby the enouch to think a little ©ath-^ sweurs by 

h^Tim that itSi the throne ^ tlie most liigli God, and b^ Aim 
thertun. ' u'ho stls upofitt, and hi Is all the train of atten- 

dant angels with the humblest. reverence and 
prostration of mind. Now did you and yonr dis • 
ciples consider this, tl*at every oath by-a crea- 
ture is an< implicit appeal to God, you cotild not , 
surely talk of stioh expressions, in soii^ht and 
dangerous a mannef as you commonly do. 

1/ 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Ai an ear-ring tif gold, and an ornament (f fine gold, so is a Mat 
W7SC reprover upon an obedient ear. (Prov. xxv. 12). Christ was*'“«> 
indev d a u'ise and faithful Heprovcr ; but the ears of these 
Pharisees were disobedient and uncircumcised^ Let us, how^- 
ever, w ho arc his disciples, attend to these instructions of our 
heavenly Master, and avoid every thing which has the rernot- 
e.Nt tendency to what lie here condemns with so just a seventy. 

I^ct not our /eiil spend itself upon the externals of religion. 5 
Let us not irnjiose heavy burdens upon each other; nor lay 1. 

' down rules for the conduct of others, by winch we do not Oi 
like fire 11 instances think to govern ourselves. . Let us not 
impose our, own dteisinns in a ministerial manner on our fellow 
Chri'tians, nor alfect to be called fathers, ynaslers^ and 
teachers, remembering that done is our Master, and 8 — lO 

'' <\od our Father, and that it is a dangerous presumption and 
lolly^to set ourselves in the place of either. Let us he upon 6, 7 
oil! guard against that vain ostentation that would lead us to 
place any part oJ’our happiness in precedence, and to value our- 
selves upon our rank, ox upon any airy titles (^'honour, by^ 
whicli, perluips rather by accident than merit, we arc distin- 
guished from others; and which to a truly wise man, and espe- 
cially to an humble follower of Jesus, will appear to be a very 
httlc matter. Let us desire that honour which arises from con- 11,1 
ticsconding to others, and sciving them in love; that honour 
vvliich .springs from the Divine approbation, which it will bc im- 
])ossible to secure without unaffected piety, t John v. 44.) 

God forbid that our devotions should ever be intended as <114 
cloak of maliciousness, or as the instiumcnt of serving any mean 
and vile purpose ! Such prayers would return in curse< on our 
own heads, and draw down on them aggravated dam nation God i ' 



The JPharuiei /6r thek 

SECT, forbid that we should spend that time, and that ardency of spidc^ 
,CL?ii. in ynaking proselytes to our own 'peculiar notions and party, 
which ought to be laid out in making them the servants of God 
Ver, 16- through Christ! God forbid that we should delude ourselves or 
others by such idle distinctions in matters of conscience, as these 
wbinb our blessed liedeemer has vrith so much reason and spirit 
exposed 1 * 

17—82 Let us retain the greatest reverence for an oaih^ and not ac- 
custom ourselves to trifle with any thing which looks like it. 
Let u£ consider heaven as the throne of God, and often think of 
the majesty and glory of that illustrious Being that sits thereon 
for a sense of his continual presence will form us to a better 
temper,, and engage us with a righteousness far exceeding that 
of the i^tibes and Pharisees, to walk before him in all his corn- 
7}2andm0nis anti ordinances blameless: 


SECT. CLVIII. 


Christ continues his discourse with the Pharisees, reproving them 
for their hypocrisy, and threatening them mth approaching 
judgments, Mat. aXIIL 23, to end. 


MAT. XXIfl. 23. ; 

farther proceeded in his discourse, 
and said, Wo mio you, ye scribes and Pha- 
risees, hypocrites f you may justly expect the 
XXIII. severest vengeance ; for ye are careful to tithe 
•2Zmint, and anise, and cvtnimin, an4' every other 
common herb which grows in your gardens ; 
(md yet have wholly neglected the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, justice, and mercy, and fidelity;^ 
these should chiefly have been regarded by you 
as what yi? ought mnte especially to have practis- 
ed, arid indeed not to have milted the other, as 
a reverent observance is due even to the least 
of.God’s commandments. (Compare Luke xi. 
2442, sect, cx.) Ye blind guides of blind and 
wretched followers, who do (as it is proverbi- 
ally said) carefully s^ain out a gnat from the 
liquor you are going to drink, and yet can 


mat. XX hi. 2,'}. 
VUO unto you, 
^ scribes and Vha- 
riSfC'., hyp'XTiU’s » 
foi yu pay tithe ui 
mint, and anise, and 
eumrnin, and have 
omitl^ed the weightier 
matters of tin* law, 
judgment, nieiey, 
and faith . the^e 
ought y( tk h|> ( 
done, and not'' fen 
thoother undone 


24 Ye blind giiidis 
which iitraii) .it a 


• The uord ttift; hub un- more in which it ’bigoi^s the rnnfifh dc, 

doubtedly tiiia aignihcatiofi in many r^edi’ftaA(>/Aer;ftiil(!titisofgriatiii.' 
I^lac^, (compare Tit. II. 10; Gal. T. 22; portnnee ti observe this See Col l , 
ai^ltoiQ. 111 . 3). But there are many artd I Pet, I. 21, 



gijat, and saaljow a sVL'0ltQW dotifl a cavid’f* *yQ\X , affect tQ scruple SECT. 
A, camel. and disregard those of the greatest clviii. 

moment. ^ 'TIT^ 

• <25 Wo unto you, ffo unio'yoti, ye scribes and Pharmes^ hypo- 
S fo'r ";''f ‘Jof r outside ^ the cup tua u 

yc make clean the disfi, and are mighty exact ni the 
outside of the cup, of external ritcs and washingsof the bocfy ; 

and of the platur, regardless of the inner parts^ and uncon- 

but within they are , ,o , - • ^ • i • i 

full of extortion and ccmed aboutyour hearts and consciences, which 

exce.'.i. are full of gncleaiMiess, and of ail kinds of ra- 

pine and inten)perance. (Compare Luke xi. *39, 

26 Thou blind jject/»cx.) 7'AoM Wi»d and scoseless 

bepn w-ith the heart, and therebj, as it 
mthinthe cup and ckansc the inside of the cup ami^ the 
piaitei, that the out- (iishy that thus the outside of them mayihi chan 
MdeoUheenmaybe^^ . j-fg ^,,j ^ ^ reformed 

clean alio. i i i • r t 

when the lieart is pun lied. A 

27 Wo unto you, untoyou^ye scribes and Phari^^^ hypo-21 

socl^vpmtues ' resemble whited sepulchres, which 

je aic like unto indeed appear fair and beautiful without,^ hnt 
whufd st puichres within orefullof the bones of ike dead, and (f all 
beautiful unckon^ss which arises from their putre- 
hut are within tuli fyiug bodlcs.* ' Jt!vcn SO you also do indeed out- 2% 
ofdtad uicn’s bones, wardly appear righteous unto wir«, who view 

*** unclean- j|,g external part of your • 

‘ 2 B i\en sq je aj. character ; but ill the sight of an heart-search- 
M) outwardly .ippear ing God, wlfo bas a dear and perfect view of 
that lies within, you.are full of that hypocrisy 
fuiiofiivpocii^y and and^uiquity which is infii»it(‘ly more loathsome 
"i>(|uitv. to liiin than the most disagreeable objects can 

be to the human eye. . 

sc. .n..,s and 1 nan- Pharisees, hypo. 29 


'■ '^Tram t,vt a ((naff and •tca/fow (/<>«.'« a 
enmif \ III those hot count iirs, as Sit- 
i.iiiiib well observes nnharch, p 51)» 
qn.its Wire apt to fall into witje, if ic 
vK'te notoarcfiills covered; and passiupt 
tlio htfuiir iliroit^/i a \trnmer, that no gnai. 
Of pari of one, viigkt lemutn, 'iTtito inti) tt pro. 
net!, for exat'tuess about little matters. 

-tViiiliJ any antbonty be prodticerJ in 
Mhi(‘h x9e|i>oiXsv sigi.iijps « lat^t nmil, I 
should with great pleasure fidlow the 
tr.insldlirin of I727»ln rendering the lat- 
ter cLiiiHe, svxd^ 

‘ W //lied sepul^^fy n hith indoed apptar 
teojttful mtkout.^ Thoi gh the first in- 
tention of whitening sepulchien might be 
only tomaik them out, that they might 
be avoided, ami so (as some Jenish 
wii’eiS, and pariii’iilarly Maimomdes, 


have, observed,) a heap of hmr laid upon 
the grave oii^ht answer the end; it is 
evident they weie soniefimrs adorned 
(ver. aw), probably not only wiih plas- 
tering and whitc-w.'..sbiag, but wnh mar- 
ble amlulbef stone inonumeuts . und iioi- 
witbstanding all the applause vvhioh 
\ itriuga (Obsrrr. Sacr. lib, i. p. Still 
gives to (Be interpteutiou which Dr. 
Ltghtfoot (II or llfb. in loc.) and Dr. 
Poe'ock (Port. Mbs cap. v. p. 73 j have 
advanced, I conrhidu that such orna- 
mmta werr hcife referred to; for 1 can- 
not think Cbriht would have called these 
sepulchres beautiful, if they bad been 
nothing but heaps of earth covered nith 
glass. Conipare note* on Luke xi. U, 
bCCt. c\. 



ctiUsI fin\ under a prt^tetice of ytow regara and 
Ai. veneration for their characters, yott suinptnous- 
build up the sepulchres of the ancient prophets ^ 
‘jY adorn the nionimcnts qf the oi\i&c righteous 
29 men of former generations^ as desirous to pre* 
30 serve and honour their menE>ories.<> And ye 
had been living in theda^sof omr^ 
tiers, we would not heave been parimers with 
. ' them in the blood of the holy prophets which they 
shed, but would have treated them in another 
3 1 manner than our fathers did. So that ^ou rctal- 
Jy bear witness to yourselves, that you are the 
sons of those that murdered the prophets; and 
, indeed your present temper and conduct more 
certaitily speaks you to be their getniine off- 
spring, a,nd to be full of that very malignity 
which j^m^retend to condemn in them (Com- 
32pAve I‘.4i|jKxi. 47, 48. sect, ex.) And do you 
\then\ ^up, as soon you think fit, what yet 
■ rwnains'td be completed of the measure f your 
fathers' - sins, that wrath may come upon this 
guilty land to the iUtcrmo'»t. V . 

33 Ye painted and deceitful serpen^'^ brood of 
specious, but venomous and inisofeevous vi- 
pei\s, how artfully socvtjr you may evade human 

■ ^censures, how can you so "much as hope by any 
■'of these vain pretences, to escape what is infi- 
• likely more dreadful, that righteous sentence of 
the unerring Judge, which will consign ^,you 
over to the damnation of hell?^ (Compare 
Mat. lii. 7, Vol. I. p-.-WO 

34 Therefore, ^ behold 1 send unto you prophets, 


sees, bypoeriteB 
cnnie ye biuld Ulb 
tonibsi of Ute pro- 
phets, end gamislt 
these^lchres of Uic 
righteous, 

30 And say, if we 
had been in the days 
of our fathers, we 
would nothave been - 
pntakers with them 
in the blood of tlie 
prophets. 

31 Wherefore be ve 
witnesses unto your- 
seWes, that ye are 
the childiun of them 
which killed the pro- 
phets. 


32 Fill ye iiptheii 
the measure of your 
fathers. 


30 Yft sc rpents, 
generation i)f\ip('rs, 
how can vc cscap* 
the damnation o( 
help 


34 Wbercfuru, he* 
bold, I send uiilu you 


* I'cia hjiMthe npvUhres qf the jifffph’tSt 
&c.] I can by DO^acans think, wiUi Mar- 
kins (Exeroit, p. 229), many of whtwe 
erjltcism^ are y/^y low ami tanciful, that 
Christ hi’ieiilanws the building the se- 
pulchres of those lioly men ; which, as 
Eisner, (Vol, I. p. |60) aod Papheims 
(Annot ex. Xeii. p. 48}rSfaew, was a 
piece of respect which Ipcist^^i^ij^ha^e 
Jiaid to persons of merit, 

especiallv to Uiose whoVlPi a good 
^^USQ. ^ffhat Vitringa Synag, p. 

US of the extraordinary hon- 
Ai^raM^ W tho sepulchre ..of Mordcoai, 
fSj. Unagreeable iUustr.ltibii of these 
'.losepltus also, from Nicolaus 
Oaniftsoenus, mentions IJerod's ripdir- 
Htg in a very bplcndid manner the se- 


pulchre of JJavid, (Joseph. Antuf.'^'lih. 
xvi, cap, *7. (al. 11). ^ 1.) Cumpaie Acti, 
li 29.— GroUus ii> certainly light in 
saying, that tlie four versos lA this para - 
graph are to be considered a« one sen- 
tence; of which perhaps i er. ,31 inaj be 
a paredlhcsis. 

^ you hope by any of those 

va.u presences to escape that sentencu, 
&c.] Haphelius has abundantly piovut 
that («^ch is the -amc 

sense with the ongipa') properly signifie, 
t) I'otmctm i^itpqrti'f lodioaturf', 
which is often dot)fb h^Ubc artilire of 
the criminal. Aon»k»'d5» Xen. p. 30, 3 1 . 

^ TA««/ore.l Though Oloann-, heie 
wpiild remler tia r Is oi the man t/m, ih ‘ 
veision IS so unexampled thatl cuui/o' 



and shouldntauierforallt'he righ^^ihediiitihad beenshed.$^ 

prophets, and wise instructed to tbc king- sect* 

men, and scribes, heawn to try, vou oncc more^ and -to cbviri.i 

shall kill andcruciiV. Ri' u 3- 011 the last calJ to repenUnceand reforma- 
• andwwr of them shall tion which you must ever exjiect: but I isnow xxYjd. 
\s^iia aild^rr- attempt will, With regard ti> the34 
generality of you, be entirely in \aiii; and that 
to cit\ ■ ^ [ifiMwrJ of thehi ye will kill, and carry your ma- 

hc*e so far as tc crueif y them like common slaves : 
and when ye canoot effect that, [a7?7/w'] of them 
yc will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute 
0:) t1k'< upon yon ufigyi^ frovi City to City, l^r thus will God 35 
riffi.icoi.s hood shed riglitcous judgment permit yon toad, that ye 
upon the I arth, from may bccome the distinguished trophies of ms 
the blood of righte- displeasure, as it he were reckoning witb you for 

blood -.1 i'acimrias tormer ages; so that upon you 

son of jiaraohias, may sceiii to come the vengeance due for all the 
whom M . >.1. w h«- righteous hlood which has been poured forth mi 
the li'Iulr** Mip-eand gf^rth from the bi'ginnnig of the world ; even 
Jrom the blood oj Jbef flint eminently righteous 
man, whom Ins brother Cain then slew, toifie* 
blood (f Zechariah, the son vf Bara chiah, one of 
tlie last of the prophets, whom ye murdered while 
lie was rniniste'ring between the temple and the 
altar f impiously presuming to iiitiude into .the 

iiquK^oc lint, and if toe coonection, lus, to allow that it was .1 slip in flic 
as It 'itaiid'?, i oiild n -t Ik- .iccoimti il foi, ca ainjelist's nu inory; but mmh moicde- 
^ 1 should lliiiik It hrlfci fo I’omii'Ct this t mit to snpptise it an oibciuus addition 
pi-iaM* With tin' tlo-ic of the pi<C(*diu;{ of some eaily tiansuih'T, who iriii;ht con- 
tuse II,,., ciri ii<‘ li'ic (tmua/iDu of foiiml thiiiiiutvi wiiii Zi tluiiali, oncol 

hJl Un dll','' (ii avoid the nidgmcnt of the twelve minor proplifts, wlowasiU' 
lifid fi'i the 111 xiuii of Mi|U)tii.e, criif’ltv, deed ihe son of haia- 'lali, bii! wlio dups 
.Mid li\ pun i»,v nut by any moans ajip.aito have lieeii 

' 111 dh Ij/iiiiiI III' Zit/iuriaJi, thr \un of imirdt H'd, ooi i"^ tin i<‘ an}' ic a'-oiil-i iina- 
• n.iifi,/i,il,,S.i' I 'I hoiiicli \ ei V Iv.viin (I mi II pino the .lev s, io so >n a'u r liieir letiiiii 
1 niU I pith'd this lit f-tiii dill, iv lit p.r- tioin eaptivitv, would Ii.ive .itti-mpfed so 
•'ons I do vvi I) theli'ained and ean- lla^t tious an act. — riimiHb Tin* tiihylaet 
did \\ iis us ; Misi 1 1 \i.| r |) ,r'M,!ilmik uiideistands the tojo ol Zai li.irias the fa- 
it Ml i.it x[i!ii .ililediiliciiltv whieli ot these tber ..f Jnliii ttie l.'ipti't, oii the O.X'dit of 
isnfeind f-i Ismijile not witljCi'n- an ulle tale of ( h ij;i ii’s, I’l.iifiiied by Je- 
t'li*. Dn sill'., t'lsiiibon, I'l.tsiniis, and i'>m, 111 vvliirli be k Ms us th.it this s'ood 
III im nioie, to 1 \|d Mil it Ilf ihit/cclKv- ni.in vv.is moid-icd 111 tlie leinplc, (sic 
ii.di wlio IS -'s.ih-s \ -aid U) li.iv<> heeii J'hasim.s, m lot ) lie lia had low folloiv- 
?1 nil m tli IT rotnark.iiilo mani'er beiwcm « rs, .'md indeed ihe 't tv stc iiih to have 
the temple and l.he al'.ii, (2 ('liioii. x\iv. heen made on the mislaki n auiboiity of 
' 20 , '21 ) tliou!;h I .ike iiotii[on me to tlictcMin question. -Yctattei a!l, it stems 
det(.riniiie whether (-ns Lhrvsostom as- s'lll iiuv^'c v nn ason.ihlc, with Aiehb shop 
seits) .lehiaada^his fathii was .dso « ailed 'hllotson (VOl I. p. 197 , I 9 S.) to imdcr- 
Vai.ii'hLah, winch slfiiii'^i s e/u tlnf A.Vtw* stand these woids as a propheev of that 
i.'c / oitl as .lelioixda does nii,‘ tbiil iunfi't- Zi'ch iriah, tliu son of P.nreeh, who, as.lo- 
'1 1 /inii , 01 ulielher the ori.'i. al reading so;«ljussaV'>, i H>'ll -luil. liD iv. cap 5 , (.nl. 
w vs dilVi'ieiit iiom ours, as .lemm savs v 1 ,) ^ ) w.isass.vsai’.ateii mtheirnddlci 

li" loiiiid 111 the >;>is|)( 1 .1.' ilu N.i/tirenes, of tJiehrripe. jii.t bt'l 'ie the I'.-mi.ms 
ot ll-e Mi'lneiv virioo'f M.itthevv. — ft bes egedilii eil y. Had we mmi evidi nee 
■f hv' no 111 .1 .s unes'sv'.y, wuli C.vpi I- ofins bv, a 1 lelitemit) m'.n, ii would 
\t»l II ' . 2 



lamenli 00(Mi($ppy ^(dse of Jerusakm: 

court of tlic priests, to perpetrate that most nor- 
vihic iDurdcr as lu^ar as possible to God’s most 
immediate presence. Verily I say uhto you, 36 Vurily i say uu- 

Wtrf That even (he gmlt of all this righteous blood, j,''n ^*’***' 

-Aalii. I ji .1 ^ -I • I *7 I • I ’ thinijs shall come 

3 fyand nU these Ifuyigs that are included in the woe*' upomhis generation, 

• 1 have donounetd, shall come on this genertion 

: of men ; so dreadful are the calamities wliich 

^ God will short! Jr bring upon it. (Compare 
Lute XI. 30, .31, § cx.) , 

37 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, [thou] that killcsf the 37 0 .fcnisaicrn, 

prophets, and stopest them that are sent unto thee H'Jt 

by God tor thy conversion and salvation ; thou ami .tomU iiuni 
unhappy city, who hast so often been stained which arc sent unid 
tVitli the blood of tlie martyrs, that it is grown 
into a proverb, That a prophet can hardly perish childreif 
any where else, (l.uke xiii. 33.) how often would even as a iwn pa- 
J have fathered thy children tosether, unto me, her eiiieken>i 
(Tocn with as much leiuli'rncss i/s a hen gntherelh „„iT 

her chickens together under hej' mngs, to protect 
I them from the assaults of any bird ol prey, or 
whatever else- inn* ht threaten their safety, and 
yel yc umld not hearken to my compassionate 
calls, hut liave hardened your hearts against iny 
love, and icpaid me with contempt, hatred, and 

38pcrsecu(ion ? Behold, the -time is comiim when liehohl, yom 
' '' -ii 1 ’ II .1 L I '’1 L Iioiisr iy left lini(j 

you will st‘e >our lolly, though too late: lor uesoi.it. 
your sacred house, in which you vainly trust, 
even this inugmfuent temple in which vou iiow^ 
stand, is so near being utterly desiioycd, that it 
may he said to be even already Ift desolate to 
you, so that the few who survive the gohoral 
carnage, shall be forced to sit down and weep 
39 over its rums. For I am now making my last 39 foi i sav muy, 
visit here, and I ,a,ymtoyn„. That hamforlh, 

Since you treat me so ill, ye shall not see ync !,hjii:,ay, iiksstd 
any more, till even ye shall say^ as the multi- n he that comth m 
tildes hnuly did, hut with subhiiier passions and ti‘'‘“ameofthe Loici. 
nobler views, Blessed [/.>] he that comet h in the 
name of the Lord,^ that is, till your calcimines 

be harsh to imppcisc Christ fn eneh a eon- last eminently good man, of whose mui - 
nectum to tpeak of a future fact as what 6ei the scripturp speaks 
was already done , or to charge that deed '* Dll yc skull say, JticMeii n he that cotn- 
on the whole Jewish nation which was e/A, tke ] This was doubtless spoken aftei 
done, contrary to the decree of the san- ChiisCs truimphaiit entrance intojem- 
hednai»by two resolute villains. All the salcin, (tliuiiuh Heinsius mo t uniutuial- 
inartyrs from Abel to Zechanah, scpiiis to ly supposes it tiaiisplaced,) which shews 
'have been a proverb, .ind it might natu- the necessity of gi\ mg the words some 
rally arise from ohsen ing that Abel was such turn they h.ii\ e in the paraphi ase. 
the first, jiid Zcchariah jn Chronicles the — If we might be allowtd, with CroUuiv. 



iicfiections dit the iniqit^ of the 



Jiave taught } ou eagerly to wish for the Mes- sectv' 
siah, and divine grace shall have inclined you, ctviy.: 
Hi, a nation, gladly to receive me under tbat^^’vV 
character; hut you little think through what 
scenes of desolation, exile, and misery, yen 33 \ 

must pass fur succeeding ages, hcjfore that bap- . . 
py'timc comes. (Compare Luke xiii. 34, 35, 
p. 13S, 139.) And when he had thus spoken, 
lie w ent out of the temple. 


IMPROVF.MINT. 

M '.V we ever remember, how necessary it is, that our ri^kte- 
misncss should exceexl that of the .scribes and Pharisoesy if w'c dc-xxiii. 33 
sire to enter into the kingdom of heaven ! (Mat. v. ^0.) May 
our zeal be employed on the great essentials of religion, jiis- 
(iccy mercy y stnli fidelity, and not be laid out merely or chieHy 
oil the Lircumstantidls of it! 

May we be concerned about the pun ti/ of our hearts, and not 25, 2ti 
uiiMvIy atLeiul to the decency of our evteniaL behaviour ! May 
we be, not like painted sepulthres, lair and beaut ijul without, 2"^ 2JJ 
\mi\ jull of all uncleannebs within , but lutbcr like the vessel laid \ 

II [) before the Lord, whose outside shone w'ltb polislied gold, 

\\h\\o hii hin It was replenished with heavenly manna f (lleh. 

How many, like these Pharisees’, condemn persecution, and 29— 53 
ycl ihemseUcs ai(i eliaigeahle with the ginlt of it ' May that 
never he oiir charac ter, lest wc ho judged out of our oum vuniths, 
aiifl lest we iheri’hy yi// up the meu'Uire of our inupiilios t 

Behold tin; repeated tenderness ol our eomjiassioiiatc Iiodcem- 37-;:9 
or, even tow'.inis that gmlty city that killed the prophets, and 
'^Umed the messengers of God! lie wnth the gentlest and 
most solicitous caie /(<ri.(’y;>r///it’m/ M c7«, cw/ a.s' a hen gathers 
J'f')' rjiiiicns under her wings > Thus docs he still call and iiiviu* 
perisliinn sinncis. Oh that the ob-tniaey of their own ptrveise 
and rebellious zv/lLs may not linaliy wiili.staiid all the overture-^ 
ol his glace; lest eternal desu/ation he llieir poiuon, and they 111 
vain uhh lor I lie icpelition of tliose (u/Is winch they once so 
aiixiouslv despised! 


to li.in'>ljU‘ 'M- ", ulhr icmld U' 
,:i/utl (0 \oy, ni zciiii i/iiu hml viid, li/funl it 
Itr lliitf tomthf llii'i woiiid \(‘i'y 
|>laiii and «'a<;y .suibcs iitailv f'lijlli-l tu 
M.ll X\M (it. wberi n.'rej. Ii p(’lIl.l|)S 
iiW'd in tin s.innj S('iis< 'Viid llni. tlu* 
u ni!'- iru^lil br evplniK'.l, .iiitoiu f,(nil 
li.iil vU'l, “ ridin till- iinif'ol niy pif.sciit 
‘ 1 ipi.ujiifL' tit tbl^ |ii'. .0 iImII 


*■ rot see ;ne any iinsn’, till that awlul 
“ lunir ofjudi'riinil, in mIih'Ii 1 sballa^i- 
“ prar in siifli j)tjni])and powei, that tin* 
pinndr'>tot \ mi .ill ‘•bill havt* i< d-tiTi to 
‘‘ Hi'-lMoi! liinl roplially jouinl in tlioso 
“ Il(i'.:inii,jb‘< wliK li von laUly 
Till. iriVfrpu t itiM), ' Jiild tiii- irrion bf 
I 'I tnipd, I slimdd \.i iU pii‘t‘’i to oiy 
oMk 1. 



^ 67 / Jesus ctinDnends tJte ifhirality of a Wiiloxu. 


SECT. CLIX. 

Chrkt applauds the liberality of ikcs poor 'wtdo'w whom he sau , 
easting her two mites into the treasury. Mark XII. il,io the 
end. Luke XXI. 1 — 4. 


" MARK XII. 41. 

'>JECT. ^ N^D Jesus, ha^in|T made an end of his 
cux. 


dis- 


OL'er-aga>nst that part ot it which was 
;V ' called the treasury,^ hecause there the chests for 
collecting the contributions of the people stood, 
/ and in the chambers over that cloyster the sa- 
- creil stores were kept; and he looked up, and be- 
held, with attentive observaiion, hoie the people 
cast their money, [and'\ brought their offerings 
^nd free gifts, into the treasury, at this public 
tlihe ; and many rich men cast in much ; there 
being still tliis remainder of national goodness 
among them, though true religion was sunk to 
•so very low an ebb. 

45 And there came among the rest a certain poor 
lUfidow, whose character and circumstances he 
well knew , and she cast in there tuo of the 
'smallest pieces of brass coin then in use, called 
mites, which both taken together only make a 
farthing of the Koman money, 
v 43 Jnd our Lord was so pleased with this gene- 
. rous action of hers, that he took particular no- 
tice of it, and even called his disciples to him, 
to hear his remarks upon it ; and as they stood 
about him, he says to them. Look upon yonder 
woman, and observe the greatness of btir piety 
and zeal; foY assuredly I say unto you, That 
this poor widow, however she may seem to 
men to have given but a vc*rv little inconsfder- 
ablc matter, has appeared in the sight of God 
to have cast in more^than all they who have 
thrown such sumptuous gifts into the treasury: 
44And, in proportion to her circumstances, 
it is much more; for all these, who have pre- 


conrse to the scribes and Pharisees, as he 
was going out of the temple, sat down at a little 


MAkX XII. 41. 

A Nl) Jps>U'. «atovei- 
agamst the tiea* 
sury [and he look- 
ed up,] aud bchdd 
how the people cast 
money [am/ their 
eifts] into the tiea- 
siii \ a d many that 
were rich eas in 
much. [Lukk XXI 
1 .] 


4'2 And there came 
acotampuorwiduu, 
audhlie thievv in [thi- 
Ihci 1 two miles, 
winch maki a far- > 
lliiuc:. [Lukk XXf 
2.J 

43 And he eallod 
unto him hi-, ili oi- 
plcs, and sailh unto 
them, Verilv 1 snv- 
onto > 0 ( 1 , That rJiU 
poor widow hath east 
inure in than all they 
whiv.h ha\c oast into 
thotreasurj 
X.XI. 3.] 


44 For all [then-; 


• 7tie trpamry.] Thn treasury received buy wood for the altar, raJt and oilier 
the vdvniarif iontn buttons of the worship' nece‘!sar<ies, lot provided for in any oUv i 
pers who came up to the feasts; and the way. 
money thrown luto it was employed to 



Reftectiom on th kind acceptance ^ the smallest chariti /,, ' di^) 

d»d cast in of Uicir sentcd such large sums, threw ?‘/i, comparative- sfictJ; 

Sffcntjrof'' &d!i 'y* P«'^ '•/ superfluity aud cu*?. 

butsbeofher[penu. reduiidaucif of possessions mto the offerings 
ry] did cast in all Qod: blit she in the midst of her poverty, and 'Yjv*^i* 
h!ir linng.**’ [UiKE Straits to which she is. exposed, has 

XXI. 4 ] cest in all the little stock of money that she had, ‘ ^ 

all that she had by her for her- living; 

' not knowing where she" should get the next 

mite for herself to furnish out the necessary 
supports for her humble and indigent life. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

OUR Lord Jesus Christ had his eye on those who were bring- MaA, 
mg their gifts unto the sacred treasury. Let ub remember, his 
eye also upon us, to observe in what degree we are ready, on 
proper occasions, to contribute lor the glory of God, and the 
good of mankind; and in wliat proportion to the ability which 
God has oivcn us Let not the poorest be discouraged from do - 40 
ing something for these good purposes, however little they may 
have It in their power to perform ; since Christ may aclcnoW' 
ledge tlic noblest chanty jgi the smallest gift, as wherever there 
U a willing viind, it is accepted according to what a man hath, 
and not according to what he* hath not. (2 Cor viii. 12 .) 

Let us imitate tjie candour of our blessed Redeemer, and be 4-3 
ready to be pleased with little sei'vices. The circumstances of 
mankind are such, tliat few have it in their power to do great 
matters irequently for the scrMcc of others: but the desire of ^ 
man is hif lind7ir^s\ (Prov. xi\, 22.) the principles and circuni- 
i.tanees of an action recouimv’iid it more than the appearance it 
may make; and a multiplicity of little. kind offices, \\\ pQr^o\\% 
frequently conver.sant with each other,’ arc the hands of society 
and friendship. We ought therefore to preserve an lialiiiual 
’endQrness and generosity of mind, and be routukily willing to 
oblige, and to be obliged by them. 

"I’o conclude, let ns not despise the poor, since there are ma -44 
ny of them who will m Christ's computation be found cininerit- 
ly rich in good works-, many whose will, in the treasury of 
God, have the value of a talent, and will condemn the sordid 
'* parsimony with which many of the rich and great have iheir 
presents into it ; while what the latter part with out oj their a- 
tnnidance, bearj no proportion in the account of God to what 
the former fieely spare Jroin their necessity. Happy is it for 
every truly pious and benevolent mind, that it is to give up its 
liiial account to him whi searches the heart, and w'ho is witness 
to those devout and chtiritabley^wr/^cse's which will always stretch 
fh.-mse!ve< f)ut beyond the limit of actions, and engage the cha- 



of tfie tmple being him, 

/. ' J ritablo soul -to wish more good, tlian tlie power and revenuea 
J,{' , even of kingdoms could effect. 


SKCT. CLX. 

Our Lord forvteh the approaching, dcsf ruction of Jerusalem, 
and here insists on the remoter iigns of its approach. Mat. 
XXIV. 1 — 14. Mark XJIl. 1—13. Luke XXL .-i— It). 


MAT. XXIV. 1. 

SECT- when Jesus Iiad thus confounded his 

CLx. adversaries, and liacl foretold the desolation 
that their aggravated sins would shortly bring 
xxiv. both oil the city and the temple, (Mat. xxiii. 38, 
ip. 354.) he left the place, and going out from 
thence, departed Jrom the temple, where he had 
been discoursing to them /^tnd as he was go- 
ing away, his disciples came to [^him,\ and took 
that occabion to s/ie-je him the snlenditl buildings 
and magnificent d-’cnraiions of the tertnile . and 
same observing what a noble structm'e it was, 
ami speaking hate it reus adorned with beautiful 
stones, of a jirodigious size,'* and with eostly 
gifts which many per*on.s, in aecomjdishment 
or their vows for tlelivcrances reccivt'd, had 
biing upon thfj walls and pillar* of it, besides 
wiat was laid up iii its treasuiies,'* ancof |/,^d'«2] 
says unto him. Master, behold lehui vastly large 
and curious stones, and what stately edtfiics 
[fire these.'] ' ■ 

^Ind Jesus replying, said unto them, [./.v for] 
these things lehuh i/e behold with so much adini- 
iMtioii, da j/oii not see llie splendour and magni- 


Mn. XXIV t 

AND .ic'iis Wild 
i>iit, nnddt'pjiled 
from tlic‘ t( .md 

his disripU'h ('ainf' to 
km lor to sht w hi in 
tlu' bnildmijs of tlif 
temple , [I i Ki , and 
as M)inc -p.ike liou it 
wa-. iidoiiiod with 
£toodl\ stones .ind 
f’llt'-', [ [oneof //ewz 
siilli I'lito Jiini, M.in- 
ter, see w h.it nuiiinei 
ol stom s, and wh.U 
huiIdinX'’ 'Oi Inn ( 
iMxniv XIU, 

XM 


■2 An, I J( ‘ 
swennsr.l ■'-dd nnto 
Uhmii, [ I I kt, I, /.I, 
these things wliuli 
jc behold,] \i 


® Itcauli/ul itoi ( t of a plodl^lotls size ] 
loscplui'- savs that soiiifi id them were 
forly-fne enhits lonsi, live liijjh, and m\- 
hio.nl ■ (Ih'l. dud. r.li. \ caj) j. (dl \i,(>.) 
cj o.) Se ■ Ills a id I’CMulilnl di'« iip- 

ti'.ii of the wholi; temple n. that cliapter, 
■w'bii'li I'? one ol the most ent^iatnirij' 
jM«ni.i^C‘s of siieh n kind 1 e\«'r with 
b Costly &,o ] ifan^ioK np siu h 

, or car?u'nai<(t yff Is, mas < oni- 
inon in most of the aneient temples. — 
'J’aciius speaks ol the imnieii a opitlcnee 
of the temple at .lernsalem ; (HiAor. Iii>. 
V. § 8 ) Amonast oHums of its tre isnies, 
there w.isa aohlen table t^neii hv Poni- 
pe. , find I . 1 ” >1 j'ohh-ii Mill's, ofeitjui- 


sife v.)ilvni.in hip, a-, mi-II .is iininens*- 
siji'C, (lor Josejihns tells o'., in the (’li.iji- 
ter eiicil Hbi)\e, t t, th.it lliey h.id < In-- 
leis ('.tyi.9(u,>,As.;J .Is tall . 1 ^ i in.in ,) whieli 
some ha\e tlioni;ht n lerrid to (lod’^ le- 
prrst'iitiiiK the .JeMi.h nation iindei Ih 
eniolem of .i Miie, I'd. \ 1,7, Psai 
l,\v s; V./t't w ‘2, ('). — And Jo&e|)hiis 
liki iMsf as-eiis, (il)id § li )tliat the luai- 
h!e ol the temple was so wrhitc, that it 
apiioniid to one .it a di&tanei like ■> 
uionnlaiii ol MioH ; and the ml<lni,'T of '■i 
Mial of its external paiTs, wliieh he tin p 
mentibns, iiinst, tspeci.ilK vtim thesmi 
shone npon if, reiidei it \ most sph-iiilifl 
and bt.uitilnl >oc(.td< h' 



Jesus Joreiels its appHacJiing destruction, • ' 

not all these [great ceiice of all these great and jionipous buildings j sEt:r. 
buildings n 'miy 1 ^hjeh arc the pride of the Jewish nation, anj 
the days wi'i com*’ the woiidcr of all the rest of mankind? Vet 
m the which there notwithstanding all the present grandeur of this xxiv. 
. shall not beleftheie stately temple, verilUy J say vnio you, That //zjc 

one stone upon ano- , .7» . .y ^ ^ 


one stone upon ano- , - ... *. -‘'li 

ther, that shall noi days Will q\iick\y .come, in Ktuch a victorious 



//oZ entirely df/mi/iVic'd, till no icmaiiis of 
any part of it shall be preserved . 

5 And US hi! =at ^^*d wMicu he was retired from the city, as'3 
upon the inonnt of he sat down upon the mount of Olives, which 
oineb,[oit?r-js;ainst owr^agahisl the temple, and commanded 
!iplos”™lVi;tcr,'*^ fipcst firospcct ol It froui tile east, the dis^ 

Tamos, .iiid.foiin, and dplcs, Peter, and James, and John, and Jndrtw^ 
Andiottl lainc unto ^[^,5 vvere favoured with a peculiar share of hn 
intimacy and confidence, ct/wic to him privately , 
wiuii ’ shall \h‘i>c saying, MasU'r, we entreat thee that thou 
flung! he ' andwh.it wouldcst tell US whcH tke^t awful thin£»s sfialt 
/hfcomilt iS/ifll [iAa^peJ the si^n 0/ thj 

the end of the world, second coming, whcli thoii wilt execute thy 
[whenaiithesethiiifis vengeance on these thme enemies, and of t/ie 
end of the present age and dispensation,'' when 


*■ There shull not be tell one stone upon 
iviothei Ui'Tc ] It sc< mod oxcceditigly 
impiiibnbli', that this -should h<ip2)ori in 
iJidt a/o, con«>idoiing the poaco of liio 
Jowb With the Koruans, and the strenutli 
of th'-ir oitad* I, which lorced Titus him- 
*olf to acknowledge tii.it it was the stii- 
gnlar hand of (Jod wliioh cumpclled them 
to icIiiuiui.nIi fortitii atums wlpch no hu- 
111.111 power could have euii(|uered. (Jo- 
seph Uidl. Jiid. lib vi cap. 9. (al. Ml. 
Ifi.) § 1 .) (Compare note*>, on Luke mx. 
i3, p. 2H8 ) — llishop Chandler justly ob- 
sei \ es, that no impostor would ha\ e fore- 
told an event so unlikely, and so dis- 
agiccable. Dvfence of Cbrisiiaiutv, p 
47 ‘ 2 , 473 . 

'I he rind of thr present ago.] So cruiii- 
Xiitt re atwva; may woll be rendeied. 
Compaio Mat. xu ]\l' Ruin, 'ui, i! ; 1 
Cor. X. llj I ph. It ‘2, 7, Ilcb m 5; 
1^ 26 , in all which places «iwv ma> bo 
rondered agr. — Aiclihishop rillotson, and 
many other excelloiit writois, woiil^ le- 
t.iin our Iraiislation and suppose hercaic 
t.vo distinct questions, U hat tlumtdbe the 
'•Ign I f hn coming to punish the unginte* 
lul inhabitants of Jerusalem > and It h^t 
thr- sign of his Jiiiai apjiciiiancc to the iiiii- 
"'■rsal Judgment’ Ami that Chiist an- 


swers the first question in the former, 
and the second in the latter pait of the 
chapter, though wheie the tr.insition us 
made, has been, among those that ein* 
bidCe this mterpietalion, mat tei of much 
debate. — Olliers havi supposed the apos- 
tles took it for giaiiteil, that the luuld 
wusUfb^atan end when Jeiusalorn was 
dcstioyed, and that tin id was not solisi- 
tuns to midcCeii 0 ttum, a» lli>'ir enur 
might make them ao inueh the mure 
w,itehfiil; and Iheiefure answers in am- 
biguous terms, wlin.U mi^ht suit 1 liber 
of these e\ents. — Rut it seems much 
more natural to, coiitJude, that they c\- 
perted the wicked pciscciitorS of Cbnst, 
bn which number most of the ni.igif. 
tiates and pi tests wcic,) would liy 'touto 
signal judgment he destroyed, and lli.'it 
hereupon he would iiecr a must illustri- 
ous kingtdoiii. andpiobahly a luoic mag- 
niUceiit temple, which tb. y imgbt think 
described in Ezekiel, an expectation 
whicb they did not entirely quit eic.'i 
to the day of his ascensuij^. (.‘see Acts ■ 
b.) t)ur laud, wuh perfect integrity and 
coasununate wisdom, gues them an ac- 
count of the prognosticating and conco- 
mitant signs of the destiuctiuii ot Jeru- 
salem, and then, without saying oriV 



Mis disciples asking when tftese things shaU be, 

all th c'se things shall be accomplished, to^ake shall be fulfilled >j 
glories ol‘ that kingdom i,^kVxxi* 7.}^’ 
winch thou wilt cstabJisli, when all thy suff’er- 
:SlV- over, aiitl every thing which opposes 

3 thy triiimpli subdued? 

4 And Jesus answering them, began tosaif, \s\ih 4- Ami Jcsws lan- 
' an air of solemnity agreeable to the importance *^Take li^d 

of the Jiubject on which he was goiivg to dis- that no man dcccivt; 
course, as to the event concerning which you v«u. IM^rk xni. ■> 
how inquire, let me in the lii'st place caution ®’"~1 

von, that you sec [/o it] in the most solicitous 
manner, that no man deceive you with false pre- 
tences to a divine revelation and commission. 

'‘'Fur many shall come in myjtami^ and with the 
title peculiar to me, saying. Jam the, Mesnan;^ saving, i mu cimst, 
and the time of deliveiance so long promised, [t'orf, and tiie tim»“ 
and so long expected bv the Jewish people, is dyiweth noar ] and 
now come' when the .yoke is to be broken otl |^, 
from their neck, and their enemies are to be tiKietoreafn i them ) 
subdued under tliCMn; and b^' these plausible xni oJtKi: 

pretences they shall deceive many ; but lio not 1 

ye therefore go after them ; for all theiir promises 
and hopes will be in vain, and sudden destruc- 
tion will overtake them aiU their followers. vhen] ><'‘h.inh<.u 
Butichenyc shall hear of wavs, and rumovrs oi H.ars,'andrumi.ui-> 


word C'f any temporal kiiigdutn to bo 
ciocted, raises then tlionglith tullie liual 
judgment, (to nlmli tlic figures u&ed in 
the toniiei description might iiwiy of 
thrill he Iiteially apphed,) and seU bc- 
I'jic tin 111 an huuMoly kingdom, and 
etniMl life, as the great ohjeet ot ihm 
pursuit, iM.'t N\\. 3i, 4h. — I’hls I take 
to he the k« \- to this whole discourse j 
the particular paits ot which ha>e been 
adiimably illu'-tiatv''d by many leaiiicd 
tuiiimcntatoi'' , but tlic wliole »( ope and 
connection of it, t.ir as 1 can rttol- 
lect, fully evitl.iincd by rniiK'. 

* Ma^uj ihall u.h),- in mi/ niiri^, &c ISco 
Jobcpli r.cll Juil lib n. cap, (al 1*2) 
C) I, ;■) -( hri"!!.'!! Millers, have alu.iya 

M itii great reason n pn .senWd .l0$ephu'. s 
Jli^tiiiy of the IcMi.h IVar the hcsi 
( uniincntary on this ih.iptvrj and inanv 
have ii’iitly’ rernirkcd U as a wondeitul 
iiiiitarioc id the taiL of I’rov idenc** tor th * 
Christian Church, that he, an eje-wit- 
ncss, and, itt tl’csc tilings of so great 
credit, '■hoi’hl (cs[',;cial!y in such ano'v- 
trauidinrrj iriannen be pie-.nvcd, to 
t’-ansiiiJl to us a r illectioii of important 
I'lCt.-., which ■'0 fsai'lly illusirate this 
nohli piopliecy in almost every eircam- 
stance. (Compare Joseph, ilcll. Jud. Iib. 


111 . cup S, al 14.) But as it would swell 
my notes too much to eutci ml.) a p.ii- 
lieiihir detail of those i ircuruslaiiri s, 1 
must contiiit mjselt with rLfuiirig t-i 
Dr. Whitby’s excellent notes on the 
xxivth of Matthew, and to trchlushop 
Tillotsori’s large ami aecuiMle dis< ..iir-c 
on the same subject, m the s< cond \o 
Inine ot his Posthiiruous Woi ks .hei 
18.5 — 187, p. '>47, Jf teij. “**• 

• Till- I met, iivne] ThewoidsyA- 
m.'v signify titlier the apjiiomk ui (inun' 
oJ t.he tinie, ami may wil.h great pi opiic- 
fV express ihfijhn ojn-nin^ of a seine to 
bo ur.uliuilly disci. >seil , in whiili seiisc 
it Us applied to Chiibl’s kingdom, a> 
preached by himself .and his apostles, 
dnrn " the lime ol hi . peisonal ininistiy. 
--Smh pictcmJed M«s-.iiih.s did indeni 
aijse towaids th« clo^e of the Jewish 
status (See 1 John iv. 1 , Acts v. 36, .77, 
and ioseph Antiij lib. X*. cap. 8, (al. 
i., 7.) ^ e, H) )~The RFiemish Jenuite, a. 
inueh as they timmph in their infallible 
gnide t6 the interpretation of si riptui<', 
ridiculously explain this as a propheey 
of Luther and Cahin; winch 1 mention 
oiiI\ as one instance, among many more, 
of then eouleinpliblc ignorance, or wick • 
cd j>icrari cation. 





srcT. 

ctx. 


He mentims^the ealamities that umld forerun them. 3(5 1 

•t’wars, floKi, amt ofwcsTSy amon^ the Jcw's, and seditions xyiXSQ^ by 

vrS'llor tlTubt? "* several places asamst the Romans, see 
ILuKK.awrft^rntiwI;] that you bt' 7iot troubled [and] terrified, as if the 
•tor all tLuKE, tii€se great event that I have now foretold would im- yv'iV 
“ediateJ> lia|)pen;>/- all these things mustjrstc ' 
r>i 4 t Uie end i!> ni)t co7U€ topass, aiid be the (gradual openings ot it; 

) yit. [Mark aul but ^he end of them, in the utter destruction of 
, / Lukb XXL 9.J jjjg Jewish state, k not yet : nay, some of you, 
niy disciples will have several important services 
to perform here after these alarms are begun ; 
services which even by means of these alarms 
you may pursue with some peculiar advantages. 
n [I ijKE, Then said yVnd then he further added, and said to them,': 

^'all not be the only seat of war at i|,at 
natiuii, and kingdom time: for ui the neighbouring countries nation 
axainii kingdom shall rise up against mitmi, and k ingdoni against 
* esn- P'^^-tly as the conseiuience of 
li n!'^ 'ami [Ukl, these ravages and slaughters, and partly by the 
prcniii-artiiqiiakf . in immediate hand of providence on sinful men 
dncf'^ plaits, I Jiid havc rejected the gospel, as also to exercise 

and leaihii b dits, thc fuitl) andcharity 01 Its professors, there shall 
and trrt jt smiis >ii.iii severe Jamines, and mortal pestilences; and 
von^i-iVAiirxH^ shall>aIso happen great and terrible earths 
LuKi. Sl 10 , (fuakes in various places, and troubles and 'iiwgaiiXi 
n ] of mind in the apprehension of yet greater ca- 

lamities. Here at home there shall also be dread- 
Jul sights, and great signs from heaven, particu- 
larly a comet like a flaming sword vvavnii; over 
Ul those art? til, d^^usalem, and thc appearance of contending 
[bi {mningsj of soi- armies in t!ie air.^ But all these things [are] S 
iowb .\Uhh xiii. only the beginnings those .to/rooj a ml alarms 
AiliikXiii «) Hut destruction of Jerusalem. 

)dk( lictd to jour- 


Biit lakeyG heed to yourselves, and he cautious 


K t on skaH ;,AC w/i nation, &c.J 

li'iotnis gnt"> It'S a pauiciilai aewunt of 
s< M'lul wai^ of the Jtwb amon;>: them 
bel\C!>, and dI the noin.ins with theSyri- 
. 111 ', Samantaiib, .md other neighbouring 
ii:itiun:i, bcfuiv Jerusalem Masdobtroyed. 
— 'I'heie were aUo eartlnpukes at tlu-j 
time in Apenici, I .lodieea and CainjM- 
nia. (see I'acit An., il. lib, mi, §4.'), .>b, 
lib XIV. § 27, Ub. Hj 22. Snrtoii. Nero, 
<ap. If), (lalb. i;ap 18.) — I'hc lamine in 
lilt' days, of Claudius is uientionod Acis 
M as well as recorded m liistoiy, 
^SocUm Claud, cup. 18, and Luseb. Ilisl. 

1 tvl. I.b II. (;ap. 8,) and nuny pe- 
n-,'!!!! I)y it in Judea boc Jobf.ph. An- 
ti<j lib x\. t,ip. 2, 5 8. 


^ Dreadful stithn, at,il 'irt rl mi’in fiim 
heaven, &.C.J Ui these .ipiicaiamc', see 
Joseph. Hell. Jiid lib. m i .ij) 3 (al. vn. 
12,) §3, and Tacit, llisttn lib \. § 18. — 
I cannot liert' but add .in c\ci Ih iir obscr- 
valiun of Air. Wc't ic aimg to tin* .m- 
thoib b> Mhoin this piophccy, nbuii n, 
fxpfCb&ed in terms so \ < i j plain ai <1 cir- 
cunistantia), IS r(\ur.Uil , th.it atthew 
and Mark M'ert inc-intestililv dead before 
the c\tiit as I like also piobablv iiinrl/t 
he, .md as tor Jobii, tl'c only r\.mgelist 
who bUiMved il, it is rcriiaikable that he 
s-ays nothing of it, lest any ihoulil s.ay 
the prophecy was torged .iltci tht rient 
happent d — See West on thc licsuiicction 
of ChrM, p. :>n8. 



* His disciples should first be viokiiHy'^rseeuted: 


SP.CT. hour j ou behave ; and though you meet with the : foi [Luke, 
- cLx. severest |)erseiutions, be not discouraged from theiv 

persisting in the truth, and from continuing faith- i,ands’on jou, dud 
fid in your regards to me : for before all these persetuu- yw/, and] 
'shall happen, they shall lay their violent [Luke’ 

handsupwiyoiif and persecute you with the grc'dt- and to the syna- 
. est cruelly and rage ; f^/Mt/] some of gogues, sind into 

you up to the greater councih, \and] cite others 
of you to appear before the inferior courts in j.halj kill you ]’ ami 
the synagnpuesy and shall cast some of you into yt [siuiii be iwitdof 
priwns. tube severely scourged. \and \ otherwise 
ufjhcted by confinement and a variety ot hard- lersamikm^bionny 
ships there ayid indeed they shall go so far as [rtaim’s s-tki*,] foi a 
to kill some ot you, in a few yenrs. and as lor "vv{*v 

the rest, ye shall be generally hatedy notoidy 9 . u’ke xxi/i;: j 
the Jews here at home, but by those abroad, 
and by all the Gentile nations to whom you go; 

[and] shall he brought before rulers ami kings 
for my name's sake, and /orri testimony against 
theniy that tiie gospel has been nlfered to them 
in the most public manner, even to the greatest 
of men, to wlioni you iiiiglit otherwise have bad 
no access, (compare Mat. x. 17, l^, § Ixxv.) 
j'Ind It shall also turn to ytru for a public and i XXI I 'f 
‘ ^ honourable testimony of the innocence of >our you for^ ttltimonr 

cause, however it may be misrepresented, and 
of the integrity and uprightness of your con- 
duct. 


indeed, not withstanding this early and 
■ 'Noolent ‘opposition, yet before the destruction of 
Jerusalem the gospel must first he preached among 
all the heathen natiom, winch are subjected to 
the Roman empire, (see note “;) and there also 
you nil) be followed with the like assaults and 
1 1 peisecutioiis. But lohen they shall bring you 
before governors and kings, and deliver you up 
to the olHceis of justice, to be prosecuted as cri- 
miinils III tiicii most solemn courts, settle it at 
such Mines iii your hearts as a constant rule not 
to draw up any lormal speech, nor to premedi- 
tate what answer or apology you shall makcy 
[and] he not aiixioiisly soLcilous iHore-haiid" 
10 hat you shall speak in youi delence, to vindi- 


Mark XIH 10. 
And the gosjfel 
first be pnblisbed H- 
Hiong all u.itioD’. 


11 Hut when flu\ 
shdll lead you, and 
delnei you up, [set- 
tle it in yoMi hearts, 
not to meditate be- 
fore, what ve sli.ill 
answ'rr, and] takf, 
no thought before- 
hand what yu ^hall 


• dehvn tfou iij) to ihi' covnnh. &c ] Paul befoic Nero the Kmperor, as wt II 
Aljftilitx was .iecoinplisln<l. for before the Roiiian governors, Gailio, K* 

Pol£r and Ji.hn wne called bifort ihe hx, and l-’cstu*', 'Ae^s siiiii. 1*, xxn 
s.'ii^edriiii { XcK i\ !),'(,) .laim-s and Pt- >x\. x\u i ) 
t<r befuie Ileiod, (Vets xn. i, JJ and 



But th€ Spirit would help' them to rtiake their' defence, 363. 

^peak; but whabo- cate yourselves and your religion from the iin- sfci. 

ever shall be given j.,jjh|;cous charges and usDCiMons of vour ene- , 
vou in that hour, *?#./< i i i 

ihafspeak yc ; for it nucs ; out wfiatsnever shall be given in Xoyoii, and 
not ye tiiat speak, be stroiigly suggested toyour minds in that i 

jiiit the Holy <Jiw t spcak boldlv and resolutely ; /or it is not' 

.i.hK ^ speak j out the Ilohj Spirit himself, who 
A • shall assist and dictate to yon. (Compare Mat. 

■ » X. 19, 20, sect. Ixxv. and Lukexii. 11, i2, sect. 

Tuht XXI K'i. cxi.) i'fH’ it IS really my cause in which you 
Fur I will ?ive you a are engaged ; and therefore, though you are ' ' 

II*iu.'i!\iT* Qura^^ ignorant and unlearned men, and so may beap- 
sjriJ shaH 'iiot'^bc prchcnsivc you shall be confounded in the pre- 
abi.- tiji,gain.s.iy, nor sence of pcrsons who are in rank and education 
so much yonr superiors, yet dcpenil upon it, 
that / ic ill give j/ou a mouth to plead, and wis- 
dom to answer whatever they alledge against 
yon, lohich all your arkrrsanes shall not be able 
to contradict or withstand, but shall he even 
astoni.sh(*d at the freedom and propriety with 
which yon sliall express yourselves, according 
to the various occasions whicli arise. (( 'onipare 
Acts i \ . 13, 14.) 

Mat xxiv 10 > And many that have owned themselves my in.it. 
Mid thin Mull in-uiy shall then bc offhidciL and give up all XXiv. 

r«8»ra to tlic gospel, when tlieyseetlic pro- 
ml -sii hate one fcssion of It miibt cost them so dear ; and hav- 
ing proved apostates, they shall beconu' ]K'rse- 
c II tors too, and shall betray one another, and 
hate one anotht as being in their conscience"' 
.secretly galled at the greater fulehly of their 
comjiamons. And tins wretched temjici shall ^taik 


uoiii - 1 Mull to such a height, as to break through all 


Maki; XI ir I 

Now tlif 

'll ihor nature, insomuch tlvdtone brother shall 

ihf .iruiX i)ii(iiun not Old) to imprisonment but /c 

-lull I'M' !ii;aiiivt death . and tfiejather, on the one haiul shall be- 
tray l/i/.s] own son , and children on the other 
hand, shall rise up lus witnesses against { iheir\ 
aged parent'!, and cause them to In put to death 
Without compassion or rcMiiorse. ^/m/tlicsc 
.scenes, monstroiis us they may si‘em, shall pass 
ill your days, and before your eyes ; nay, you 
ami km^foii ami youisclves shall have a painful share in them . 
liiimK ami inw of ,jjy apostks fiiul servants, shall he he- 

lo ijo juii to d.Miii trayed and ficrsecuied even by patients, and 
brethren, and kindred, and those that pr(‘lend 
to he tlie most faithful and afFcetion.itey'r/tv/fA , 
and \somc\ of you shall they cautc to be slain hy 
the hand of jiiiblic and oj»j)ie.'"ive Molcnce. 


‘Iu‘ii jMi aiul 

bli.ill I ail 1 llr-in to 
bo put tv do it I). 

I UKiv XXT Id 
Ami VC shall be bo 
iiayod both by p.i 
IMlt^ and brethron 


Liik.; 

\XI.li. 



364 They are exhorted to possess their souls in patience. 


SECT. And indeed this temper shall so pfenerjilly pre- 
CLX. vMil, that yi‘ shall be hated hij almost all larits and 


orders, as well as iiaiions of Jor the sake 
XXI. rdf ’ay name and though they can find 

nothing else to object to your character, or ac- 
cuse III your condiiet ; an J they shall treat you 
as public enemies, while you are acting the 
' niost’geiiorous and benevolent part. (Compare 
lg]\Iai. X. 2J, sect. Ixw.) But m the midst of all 
your sulfermgs be courageous and cheerful, as 
knowing you are the care of a peculiar and 
most gracious Providence ; so that, ou the 
whole, you shall be safe, and mtan hair of your 
head shall iillerlv periah^ .or fall to the ground 
19 unregarded. In your patiente therefore yws- 
sess ye your soulsA^ and be calm and serene, 


1 7 And ye '^hall be 
hated off all men for 
mv name's .sake. 
[Mark XIII n— ] 


1 8 But there shall 
not an hair of your 
head perish. 


19 In your patience 
possess your 

souls. 


k Ye hill he hnteti h / uH men for ihe 
take pf tttif }iuMf I 1 1 Mi n t ouly the 
apust'ciii, b<-t all lh<' piiii)it|\c('l)fistiaiis 
wi.ro in tfi U( i<<i m n‘ liifel.ind p'T'e* 
cut.'d ii.iii anv oUior rulij^imis sect uf 
unn, IS II itoiioMS to all who .iie at 
all a< qii iii ted nitli (‘cclo^iastical liistuiv. 
A tict, uh o'l Mil” III iaH‘111 uiuccuuntahlo, 
uhoii ve Miii'i(Ji.r liow iiiutU'iisive and 
U'lWMd .t tlu’ii temp, r and conduit was, 
and l»*uv tuiin lly an aNppct tlu-ir tenets 
had on llic -I- uMt> nf aiiv goioinincnt 
nil III «!iii li thi‘\ l'Vt‘d Wc arc not to 
ini.i.} Ilf, ^ !«. i ^n^. Real weakh in- 
iiiuKAtC', in In'. ill-diKfited, th nigli cl«*- 
gant ilipiui^ ol ilic laK-of .lesuH, p. iJi,-* ) 
tIiMt thfy had am piciiliar aifision to 
t)if 1 . inif of Chiut. riic leaiiifd I)i 
Warhiitloii Ini'. Ahcivn, bexondall contia- 
di'M 'U 111 lii.> tna^icrly niiiui' i, that the 
tiiic reason ut tins opposinon was, that 
%)ni.- t'li diAneiit lagaii religious, ' like 
the foiiii delated lUinous honoured by 
them, sociii'il) tigiced uitli each other, 
the giis.icl tail clit ( hiistians, not only 
like the .lews, to hear thc'U lestMnuuy to 
the falscliO'jil 'd ihcMn all, but aUo with 
the inoii lei lent /i tl to urge ihc ic- 
riiin i.ilioii ul lliciii, cl-, a point d ahsulute 
iiiicsstv; ie(|ijii:iig ail men, on tiu* 
ni>>st ticiiiendoiis jiMialUOS, to bcli(.vc 
in rinisL, ci'id III all things to submit 
lii"'ri*iehiS to In-, .iiilliiuity • sf- Di 
VVciih'irtou’s Oiviue I,(,»ation of Mn'ies, 
Vol. I. bowk II. ^ (I, p. '2 iS— 'Jilj. A dc- 
iiHtnd .iliidi,boie s > !• ird e.^pe( lalty on 
ib.d' ]uiilc' and lii-Mi'ioii-.ness uf thcj" 
lA'inim, aiiil il'c hi idai inteic-,i,of ilieir 
prieds, that it > vnuwhi Ih -y laised 
•»o \.deul .X 'I cn.Miiist il, which, 
'bOii'-^lcTMit, •h'’’ ic*' ari'l '■i-jud4C'' s 


of the populace, it must be very easy to 
do 

* Xut an hair of your head shall pnu/i.] 
Our Lord had foretold but justbefun, 
(vcr. 16.) that spioral ot them «.hoiihl be 
pot to death, he must iheiefori hoie in- 
tend to cissme tlicm, that when they 
came on the ulinlc to bdanee tie ii ac- 
counts, they should find they had not 
beon loseis in any the least instant cj 
but that whatever damage they bad sus- 
tained, iisliueld bcampi} made up, and 
Ihev at li ngtn pl.iced in a st iic of oiiiire 
socnriiv This is plainly ihe import ul. 
tills piovcibial t'xprchsion. f^ee 1 Sain, 
sji 40 , 2 S.UI1 \iv. 11,1 Kings 1 . 52 : 
and .\rtfc xxvn. 34 

/a your palmin' posters ye y itr souh "] 
Though the wuid tUnaQon di.es >dii u .sig- 
nify tuacyuirt or Jii 0 (.ure, (.see Mat x. 9 , 
Acts 1 18 , VIII. 20, xxii, iPj^yetl can- 
not suppose, with Hrennius, »natoui Lord 
intends here cruelly to intimate, tbatlorti* 
tude and cumpoaiirc of spirit might have 
a tendency to secure iheirlncs, as it 
would enable them calmly to deliberate, 
iiii the several ciroinnstance-. whn h might 
anse. 1 1 uiinot but think, that the sense 
which theaeciiratc and pious Dr Wright 
i,’.esotthis pass ice, in that excellent 
j>jci*e ot Christian i'liiJoaophy, his dis- 
0 imr.se on St if Possciisiun, (p 4, 5 ) H 
mueli more natmal, as well us more 
noble, as it our T.(ird hud said, “ By 
* keeping tho government of ypur uwii 
“ spirits in these awful scrnt<!, which 
“ will bear down so many others, yon 
“ will hfi.ure the most val'iable .self-en- 
** juyini ul, as well as be .ible most pm- 
dontly to guard against the dangers 
“ whi-h will iiirio’ind you.” 



The gospel shouJ^ frsi h£ preached in all the world. 3C5 


I^Tat. XXIV. 11. 
And iiiauv false pio- 
pUets shall rise, and 
*iJialI deocnu many. 


* \2 \nd because ini- 
quity shall abound, 
tb. love of many 
shad wax cold. 


13 But he that 
■ liall end iic iintotlio 
the Mine sh.ill 
be saved. [.Mark 
.M r[.-13 J 


1 1- And thix ifos- 
pel of the kinJ'doiji 
^h.lll ho piOK'hovI III 
rdl ri,e woild, toi u 
vvitness mito all iia- 
lions, and ihcii shall 
llic end come 


the masters of \ ourseUT.s, and above the agita- sect. 
tion of any iiiatioiial i»r disquieting passion. ' n.x. 

For though voiir tliscoiiiaiieinLMits are great, 
and particularly on thi'. account, that a*i I (hint- 
cd before, ver 5.) inany Jalse prophets iihaU\\ 
arise and s lull diccivc many; which some will 
urge as a farther v xcis'e for suspecting and a- 
busing \ou: And, though k'Cause iniquity \2 

shall t .Us abound under such a variety of torms, 
the love of many professing Christians, ivho 
.should h * your protectois and comforters, will 
groii' (ooly sfi th.ii they shall be afraid or asham- 
ed lo entertain von, and shall be readv Id throw 
up the cause which yon so zealou.sly defend: 

Vet sink noi unil(*r the burden ; but reiiicinbor 
this, aiivl Itr it animate you amidst all your dif- 
ficnlti-s, 'I hat hr w n resolutely tndiircs all 
these e.\‘u unties, and perseveres to the endy 
shall finally be saved, and have his life given 
him as a jirey. (Compare Mat. x. 22.) 

And know, for your farther encouragement, m 
that all their rige shall not he able to destroy 
the interest in which yon are embarked, and to 
whic’i \ou sacrifice so much; for I assure you, 
ih.'it this glorious gospel of the kingdom of hea- 
ven shall first he preached in all the u arid, for a 
witness to all As distant nations CUind then 
Aidll the end of the Jew ish state come, ainl God, 
having thus gathered for himself a people from 
among tlu* Gentiles, shall destroy even this tem- 
ple itself, in which they have trusted so much, 
and which they have foolishly looked upon as 
an inviolable pledge of his favour. 


>' //I's no'^pet—'lhall he fremhed vi all 
the znuld, &. 1 ' ] The aocoiiijili'liincnt of 
llii'nivtij 'KJiu.oy i»ropliec\ Jbadmii.ililv 
vlliibtrati d by Dr. Aitbiir Ymim; on Ido- 
latry, \ol 11. p. 2lfi — 2J4. Itappoms, 
fiom the Ttiosl rredibic rci oicls, ih.'it the 
gospel was prcai'hi d id Idiuiion, Sviia, 
and Mesopotamia, 1 v Judc; in I'g.vpt, 
Maimorioa, Mamitani.i, and oilier parts 
ot Africa by \Iark,Simon, .ind .Iiuk , m 
J.ibiopj.i, by Candace’s ciiiuch, and 
M.ii'hiaii; ID I oiitui., Oaia*i.i, and tlic 
nei!?hboiuin{( parts ot Aiia, by Peter, in 
tlu' t-.'iiJtouP'. of the seven Asiatic 


clniythes, b> .lohn; in F.irtbi.i, by Mat- 
thew , inScythi.'i, by Philip <iiiil Andie.v, 
111 thenoitlioni and vvf»,triri p.ntbof Vsia. 
b\ Bartholoinf'V , in Pcrsij., by .^inion 
and Jndc, in Media, ( .i.inanja, and s< - 
veial eastern p.iii‘>, h\ 'Ihoinas , tliS'oniih 
the vast tract tiuin Joinsahm invmd 
about unto Illyriciini, hv Paul, as .il'Oin 
Kalv, and prob.'ihly in .Spam, Oaiil, and 
Biit.'iin : in most of which pl.iocs Chris- 
tian (hiiiches ' tre planted in lcs.s than 
thiity jrarsaficr the death of (bust, 
whioii was before tlie dc&tructipn of fc 
rusalcm. 



Reflections on the signs of the desirmtion of Serimlenu 

IMPRavnMLNT. 

srt T "i'liK whole of this prophecy most evidently shews us how 
' vain and dangerous it is to trust in external privileges, and to 
cry out, as these foolish and wretched Jews did, The temple oj 
Mat. the Lordy the temple oJ the Lord^ the temple tf the arc 

\xiv. 'l.ihese buildings; when of this stately and magnificent structure,* 
within less than halfa century after it was finished, not one stoiu 
* ims left on another undetnolished. 

So particular a prediction, when compared with the event, 
must surely confirm our faith in Christ, as the great IVopIict 
which was to come into the world. And we shall see reason to 
admire the wisdom and goodness of Pivine Providence in gi\ - 
iiig usj almost by a miraculous preservation of the author, sueli 
a commentary on this prophecy as is delivered down to ns in the 
works of Josephus, the Jewish historian, which throw a much 
stronger light upon it, than if they had been written by a Cliiis- 
tian on purjiose to illustrate it. 

Luke Let us bless (^od, that our own eyes have not seen siieli de- 
solutions and ruins, such commotions in the natural and iiioi.d 
world, siuli dissensions in civil life, such persemtiuns anti /?a- 
xiii.’ amongst the nearest relatvoes, under the pretence of ])io- 
lo,’l3pagating religion: which, however propagated, is nothing with- 
out that love which is so often made the first victim to ii. 

Mat. Vet too plainly do we. set!, in one torni or another, 
wiv. ^'^^almmding, and the love of ma7ii/ tea i ing cdd. Let us tmleavour 
to revive on our own hearts a deep and lasting impicssion of 
Divine things; and reniciuher, whenever w^e are tempted to kt 
11) go our integrity, that it is he alone who endures to the end that 
sho/l be saved 

I, Ilk'* Whatever our trials are, let us eheerfidly confide in the pro- 

tection of Divine Providence; nor let ns dcsp.iir of those eon- 
tinned influences of the blessed Spirit winch may anii/mle us to 
the most thfiicult services, and support ns umler the most piim- 
Llful suflerings. Let . us therefore in patience possess our own' 
souls, and maintain that compo*>nre and steadiness of spirit, as 
those that know how much more valuable it is, than any em- 
loymcnt which can he taken away, or any temporal interest 
winch can he brought into (jiiestion. 



Jems iecldtes pie nearer signs of this deslmction. ’■ 367 


SECT. CLXl. 

Vtir Lard proceeds to describe flic nearer prngimtications of the 
■ destruction of Jerusalem^ and theextrenu seven; )/ vj those tv/- 
lumities "jehich 'should then fall on the Jc:t'ish naf/on. Mat. 
XXIV, 13— 28. Maik XIII. 11— 23. Luku XXI. 20— 21. 


UKE xxr 20 

when \ 0 shall 
bi c Jeius.ileijt 
luriiijassoil ymlIi nr- 
iiues, [anil th*- nbomi - 
laation of <lcsol.itiuti 
spoket) (it by l)uniel 
the |Hopbf*t,l 
standi I' 

oiiijlit notj [lu the 
holy plaic, (whoso 
readi'tli, lit him iiri- 
iki stand)] then kii-iw 
lliat llu' (li'.olatimi 
ilien'iitisnigli. [Mat 
.\MV I). iU K 
Mfl. ll.— ] 


LUKr XXI. 20. 

Lnrtl liavino prorcedtd thus far in his 
discoursi*, addt'd some more unmedi.Ttc signs, 
by vvliicli the near approach of this terrible 
dt'strnction might be determiiu*.l , and said, xx". 20 
JVhen ijou shall see Jerusalem cm om passed on 


(•v(>rv side with the Homan a) , 


j </«(:/] the 


■/I TIkmi loi tljcin 
will'll arc m fudea 


ahomination of desolation spoL n of bi/ Daniel 
the prophet^ (Dan. ix. 2'!.) '^lamUn^ where it 
ought noty and dispi.iyed in an Iwhf phut; that 
IS, when the standards ol l!. -ir desol.i'ing le- 
gions, on which they hear tin* di testahli 'mages, 
of their idols, are planted on iiol v giom!.;:** iheiL 
know, that the desolation tliereij /.v just approach^ 
'ing. And by the way, now I inenlion 'liat re- 
markable prophecy, l<t cveiy one that inuh it 
pause seriously ujion it, that lie may undo stand 
ns meaning; for it contains one of the most 
eminent predicLioiis which can .my where he 
toiind, ot the lime, purposes, and conse'immee.'; 
of m\ appearing; and the wiiole eontext is of 
gieat impoiUiiiee.'' X'ow I say , when iousee21 
iliis signal, then let them that are in Judea flee, 

.as fa.st as they can, from the fortirn.-‘d cities and 


’ f'l.'inU'd on holy Cioniid ] Nut onlv 
' tiie tciiiiili.', <uid tlio iiiuiii]t.iiii on wlmh 
It stood let the W hull! ClU yl Jl M's, ill Til, 
ami scKial .urlonasof |.tu<! loiind ai> i.t 
it, ucic i(.<iiiinU’d hiil\. ^Sc" iioti, » on 
M'll n "i, Vol, J Jl I 'S ) - Iti^. iciiu'ik- 
ablt', Tlut b\ till* ^pC'^■lal jiiondi ii( c »,1 
Cod, .iftn theUoniaiis iiiiilci Ccstios' .il- 
lu. inado then bistadi.ni! c lowaid.. Ji- 
rusalcm, thev suddui'v wnlujicw asrani, 
111 a most UTicspccn d, and indeed nrjiu- 
litic rnanTKT, at uln- !\ Jn.i'jdiU'. fslilos 
h'S surprise, sime .I'! iit\ night llien 
lja\e been easily Uken. Ih tins nn .iiis 
they jjaveasit wereasiiiiial In ibcCInis- 
tiaiis' to retiie, which, iti i.‘4.iid lo this 
udiii'.nitioiii, tlii'v did, sonic to Villa, and 
otliei s to mount Libaims, and tlicii bv pre- 
soiM'dllicii Ines. Sce.fos Uell..Jiid lil> 
ii ca]) H, lal,2.V .mil Rnsd. Hist. 
TitIcs lib. 111. i.ij) 5 — Ottbc ulolatioui 
slaixlaids in the Ronum armies, s.-e Cu. 
’.iC' . i'M,elli ul iKitf un Mil vxu I • 


'• The whole coiitevt is of ■,!' at iinj.o,t- 
.1Q(T I 11 ari> w >11(1' rtlia* so iiii|>oi;aiit 
apiojihicy is not mou IikiiouUv m- 
M.tcil upon Ml the New 'lisiMiKiU, I 
1h Ilk wc may luitly ansiiii i! ..t ii wn-. 
n<)tpiO|nr tor the ap sih , to iii„e it; 
as the evai i i!iiiinneii< i nu til nidtirnu- 
iiilionot til'* se\» 111 V ..dll Mils i Mice 
control CIS V <iul ol iIh n ii<iv,'in(l 11 >1 e.i* 
pabli* of heini^tnll- <hai'd up ' iliepu- 
jHilaec, with wliomllii y \u ic ' ho lli> eoii- 
(ciii'dj and as scui.il ol ihi euiiis le- 
iiircd tu iDltludiioT iliii: eompliie ac- 
conipl shment, till some v irs ,;ltci most 
ot llicii wiilinj's wcii |nil)li‘hc(l l!iH 
that the period is lonn since ilapsid is 
iirUin, i'OWtM f It mii;bl be reikoni.d; 
•ts lb Unllnrlc h.i- ovellciitlv -bcwii 
Sec Ills \ iriflie.iiKin, book 11. cli.ip 1, 5 
0, p 210 21s and ]>i Sy kes ol I bi!*.- 
lianitv, chap, 1. p, '*‘i7--;50I 



' ^368 He xvarns his disciples to flee fropi the danger. 

.SECT, populous towns, to the w/ow72/j//t5 and the wil- 
ciAi. .lernoss, where thov will be secure; e^po- 
‘ 'fially let Inem that arc in the midst oj where jrpjrt out, and let 
vvi**oi Joi'usalcni stands, depart immediately out of it, out- tb. m that aie m' 
heforc their retieat is cut off by tlie union ot 
the enemies’ forces near that centre; and let xxiv. le it ark 
i not them that are in the adjacent countries^ by XIIJ.— u.j 
any means attempt to enter into if, as a place 
of safely ; for all its stroniith, and all its sanctity 


Mark 


will not secure its inhabitants, let everyone Mark Xill 15. 


tberefore retreat as fast as possibic, and Id not 

him that is takiii" the air on the battlements at dovn into th(' house. 

the top of the house, 0,0 doxvn into the house, nor ne.thei cnttrtiiacia, 

enter ittfo It, to take" ateay any thing, tbougli h,7 Wc" 

ever so precious, out of Ins houHt but let him [Mat. x\iv, n j 

go down hy the oiitcr-stairs, as tlie shortest way, 

lest he should linger to his own destruction. 

\e>And hi not him that is at woik in the field, and 16 And irt inm 
hatb laid aside Ins upper garment as in iiienm- If 
hrancCj/To back, so much as a lew steps, to take Ins fyrto lakenpius n.ir- 
clothcs,'^ lest the enemy should surprise him he- “'‘ ot I Mat. XM\ 
fore he can.recover them (Compare Luke xvii. 

31, p. 13 j.) In a word, let every one Hei* for 
his life, and reckon himself snfficiently happy divs^of 

if he can e.scajic with it, though m the mo>t iia- thJt all 

ked and destitute eireumstaiKes. Jor these arc ‘huiL'‘.whi. h.iri 
(lai^s (f most terrible vengeance, to which most tuluiicd 

of the ihreateniiigs of the piopli('t>, evt'n Irom 
the days of Moses, do uliimaiely nder, and 
they shall be so full of distress and miser} , fhat 
all the most dreadful things which are written ^ 
in them mat; then be smd to he comiiletely i5„i «Tto thlm that 

fulflHtdf . Mil' witli.ji'hil.1, .snd 

Mark But more especiall} there will he avaml ter- 

ror to them that arc uit/i ihihL and to them that "’xxi v. 79 
gize suck ni those daij'^; us then ineumbraiu'cs i.uivnXM 'i'l.— ] 


laikr 
\M. 2'2 


'■ fit) hxtr\ In tahr Jm rlothr- ] 'I h< aio 
. 1 '. '■trouii ('xpif-Muiis .I'l ontMan luia^niu* 
t'l iiiffp tlifi spf('dit»st rc'tioat. It in iii- 
dooil (ii>«,r*iuTl)li*, Ui.tt til) s whole d Si uuisc 
ahuund'. with ) Ll^ li\t ly figures of m i- 
tory, and i*. hfighlnicd with the nilihst 
bcdiitjcs ot dote nptinu. Wer*’ it u«■tc^ 
s.ii'y to pioducu aiithoiilics, tr> pr>i\(* 
thfit hii»hr«ndnii'ii Lid ibido thi 11 up' «r- 
earmf’nt whoi at woik, thf\ i ii"!)l l)r 
found in I I -ii'V db'.erv \ ol J, p I!'-*. 
1 IP ) h'lt ^'1 1 ' ' ;,ir!)‘'(l riitio ha-' impaiM'd 
fii'''H'nKv id l!.i text, by iiitorpr'tii). it.iN 
I - >u»i(ui vr! /(, j_,) hmne tui'tih ili-n 
'.1 ' n r,i ,11 >'i)|)l|ijs flti 1 , ' diK'i liv 


willioiil /'(.I (as nr speak in the 
rmintry) w m'lth << n 'afld> lefifft/t to taKfi 
th- in up, iiiul Si it i]i>es ou the formci 

'I Mtii/ then bf. ‘'fiid to be completely 
fitfftUid \ MnuiiK u any iidintrable tilings 
to be touiid in that great original, Lir 
Jarksi m N ( K diliilitv of the |jcripturrs, 
I cann but icrkon that part of il, in 
whu li he ibriis hua Ltsartly the prnphe- 
(Usoi Most- ueic di ronipltbiii'd in the 
shuubter .I'lfl di'-pMMou (d iJie frws in, 
and t|uiclvlj uficr Ih sfital war with the 
1‘ urnai)''. .vr tli" passjtre-' ouoted l>elo», 
»*i iiu'r 'n, p. 'f " 




.^4, peculiarly great, and they that are sfiCT*.v 

* tbetp will be driven in a wild consternation to 
, consult their own safety, tu the neglect of those 

\Vboni cc^mon humanity might teach them to 
gua/d and assist. 

13 And pray ye therefoi« pray that ly? additional cir- 

that yow attend yon; as,^ > 

(neiih. r on the sab- foT inswuce, that tfais ^dur precipitate fiight 
batb.(].iy.j [Mat. 7nfly mt be in winter^ when tlie roads are bad, 

XXIV. ao.j j Jg^yj. gj^QipJ . ^0,. fgll OW ‘ 

Sixbbath-day ; for a short jouni'cy may' not be 
sufficient, and the ‘regard which most of the 
Christians in these parts will have for that ilay, 
may make them scrnpulons of violating a,re.st 
they think, AO sacyed, by a longer march, even 
in a ca<^e of so much extremity. 

For in those And A cascof extremity it will indeed he [<) » 

l^Aii great ^ .sccnc of great tri- 

hiiiationflnrf (i-’ikei biildtion \(t)fnf\ distress^ in the /and of .Judea, 
iii.trrss in the land’ ami of droiaftful wvath frOni heaven upon ail this 
*co \vjs ^ has 7iot been known be- , 

i.’ii'V.m tL bi^t'n. Of el^ewbere, even /rojn the 

nm^ oi the beginning ercafion vokick God has 7)m<le 

vinch <jo(i cioatPti, 'hm; ftor ner shall the like be heard 

I'ui o\rr siuiil be j more;* as ifb people ever nave been, or 

I >iaf s\n < 21 . LuLo ever shall be, guilty of so aggravated a crime, 

'' Iri K XM n) inexcu!»ahle a series of impenitt iice anti 

An/i' nvN sinii i\jii -mldelity. ^tid therefore /hey shatijall by the T.nkc 
I'v Uu’ al-e' of ihM edge of the in multitudes, both wnhin and . 

>woi(i, a,d shall be without tlio City: and the consequence of all 
all he, tli.it the miserable remnant w.nch sur- 

uivairiiisiijiiijetrud- vivcs llic general carnrigc, s/UiU be carried 0 \\ 0 iy 
cap//ve i«/o g// the most distant yuhions of tlic 
w'orld,^aud continue fojr many ages under great 
. infamy, caiamity, and oppn^S^ion. in the 

mean time, Jeritsaj/eni itself shall be teampled 


* .'•'vr/f «r AVt’ hhe hr*nol hern n'^or ever tbo T?f>man<!,lw’tb\' tbr vrt i^rratei crucl- 
‘■htUhe J , This .Io'<e|.ihiisi;xprt’-‘sI\ .isserts tins of thv.^$«djtioiis .iiiil zi’alols withm 
to havfhren the fact; .lod whoever reads tin: city;^‘»iifcTiallv actcil Cv part, of so 
In'. .iiK;i^\^an,'ur even that jucl.cioiis .nb- ininVrMi^^Atvhoii<lsiathertbAnofn(C]i. 
stia 't fMa^hiitijiicbicb ti^nseb us ha's given t /Ji ( btf iht edf^e nf the sujorrf, 

11 ^ ijj. Clip. 5, 6,) will cwl xhdl he coi ried ruf/irjft &c*] , It Ap- 

«i( a ss^ 'ilbi^i^don of nil tbs; and. peai^ fmtn Jnupluis i hat eleven 
nimiubl'a)^ detcst^lble as the Jett^tbna- tbonaand wrro dosti;‘^y«d in tbi.'j 
11 - 1(1 tiow' tfas, will h.-irdly bo able to/ for- anif lear on bundmd th'w^and t.ilcen 
bt'di wccpiAir o^er tlione epfliplicaWd'fni- privoncis, aiwlfaccor-lnij; to ITeni x\vi;i, 
v'nv'.broiieht upontlt<‘m4iy plngiteat 3^for slavji;s at the vilest prices, 

famine aud{ire^, occ/i'.iot^bytbQsie^^ fiiee Joseph. Bel, JuiJ. lib. vi. cap. £>. (at. 
and hv the carnage made, not only by vH. IT.) ^ 3. * 
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' But the dffys should be slwrUmd for^^'Wett^' sake. 

^t-cx. doftn and kept in po^ession by tbe Gui. 

f"' 'T? theie triumphs aaJ ;;ni;;aSt.“M- 

oj the (jnitiU’s shall be Jidfilled, and the filled, 
come when God shall remember lii^ ttncieiit 
people ill iriercy.** . ' ' t 

Mark And (luring the wars which are to brin^^.on , Mark Xiir. et* 
3tni. 20 this said e^tabtropht*, except the Lord had sh(yr- except tijat the 
, tened those days, no flesh could be saved; the tivjse days, no He'ih 
whole nation would be utterly exterminated sbimld be saved but 
, . from tbe earth, and the name of Israel no longer 
be had in remembrance :* but for th^ elect's sake, 

^ Jnustdcnithall he trampled dotinhy the (See Isa xxv». 12, 15; Ezek. x>. K; 
HenliUs.} Thou land was sold, and no xx. 40, 4'2, wxiv. 13; xxxvi. 24, 28; 
Jew was nllowed t) inhabit tlierf, (a ri- xxxiii. 21 — 28j xxxix. 28, 2P; Htis. ui, 
i,'Oiir never used, that] know of, towards 5,4mosix 14, 1^; and Zeeh xiv 10, 
an V other pc*^plc exjiiqiicred by the Ro> II.) With this indeed is connected the 
uians ) nay, tli'’v rn'ghl not ionic with- bunging in. what St Paul calK, the ful~ 
m sight ol Jerusalem, or raf 111 r ofKlia, It^m. xi. 25, 26. But 

the name givon to till* winch was unless it could be proved, (winch I do 
built Without till* (ircait of the former, nut recollect) that the inhabitants of Pa- 
when the foiindjtuius of the Wd were lestinc shall then peaceably surrender it 
ploughed up. .\ heathen icmole was af to thfr it'turnmp Jews, it seems mostna- 
terwards built nhtre that of God had hlj^ to suppose Me time >/ the f 'entiles 
Stood; and a Turkub inosijuc imlluics it lies the time when they shall 

to this d.'ij so ictn.irk.ibly was the hand be;pi(tWand pvmhed; which is the sense 
of God upon them Audit is well known, in' which this very phrase, and oiheis 
by the trstimoiiy of a liAathen writer, (who nearly parallel to it, frequently occur in 
ridiculously ascribes it to the fatal re««- the Old Testamient, as Brennius justly 
lance in the eleuKMit,) that Julian’s im- obsenes. Compare F./ek. \\x 3; as 
pious aiti-mpt to rebuild their temple, also Jer. xxvii. 7; 1. 27, Erck. xxi. 25, 
and setile them in Jcrusalrui again, in 29;xxii. 3,4) And, if this be the sense 
pnifrssed contempt of this prophecy, of it, it Reem/'an intimation that the 
wa.s seicral times miraculously defeated ^forks, or some other aiiti-christian pow- 
by the emption of balls of lire-, which er, may continue possessed of the holy 
con&iiimd the wuikmcn. See Auimiaii. land till the restoration of the Jew fur 
Mari'cl. lib, win. cap. 1. p. 286. « one con liardly suppose their w.i\ intn it 

, b Till the h.nesuflhc Genides be fuyi{leii\ should then be opened by tbe cuiiquust uf 
It is mm h eiiSKT ti vindicate the uutbo. a Christian nation, 
ritv of the worda xaifsi 'ifl'vwv fipm the r Hxct^t the Lout hml shoikurd tha^e 
objection of f)i, Mill, {Proleg- p, 153.) rfiiyr, w Jleskcuuld be saved, &c.J Such 
cliicily foundi-'d on tlicir being omitted in wcie the quarrels that prevailed aqumg 
the Cainbi idgc 5ranii^'rtpt, tlun t(> detec- the Jews, that uiimbers of them were de- 
mine the sigoilicution of them Icaimot stinvfd by one another; and tbe whole 
sujiposc, with .Messrs Bo Clerc and I/En- country w'as bcemne a scene of such d( - 
i.iiit, that by the accomplishment of the solatHni and blixiHbbcd, that not only 
iutK<, of the (jentilcs we arc jtp updt^^tand those who were shut up in J( rusalem, but 
Uiu lime ivlim Co.istaiirincjj^^^nd to tin* aIioIc Jewish nation, would b.a\e suf- 
tbe Gentile idolatry in and fmd much more by the lungA'r.^ontiuu- 

established Uic Chiistian aace of the biego, con^idfrmg much 

(Eusob. Vit. Const, lib. iji cap. 26.) It' the same <ipjrit prew^ij^il gmiunglhcin in 
seeips reasonable to suppose that here, btbkr places. — Mr. R^«n^ih^^Litcut 
as.in must other places, the Gentiles are ('h?is^ pi 30^, undcri*tan4ls'|!ieili:i^wl>e//ig 
Opposed*,^ (Be Jews; ^nd, consequently, shert«H«d J'» the eleeVs sale,' at.' the pic- 
. rtwt qlt the pf nod between, the destrnc- bcn'ktion of the Christians at !^dla. whoc 
ticn^iiaf Jctucalem and the rcstPVaifOn of safety he supposes to d epended uu 
the Jews to their own land, so expressly “the shortening of the siege, and whom In* 
lore told m scripture, if hyipe intended, takes to be the eleet intended here 



Pretmded tcduld attempt to decei'Ca them : 371 ^ 

*homheha|brhosen, he Jios graciously chosen to be at length skct< 

iwiuiK-d^/ of tlic blessings of his gospel, God will ci-xi- 

‘ so order it in his providence, that those 
shall b'e.shonened; for he bath still purposes of^jj* jq 
love toward the seed of Abraham, which shall at" 
length take place; (Roin. xi^ 26.) and, in the * 
mean time, he wilt make their continuing a dis. 
tinct people, a means of confirming the faith of 
Christians in succeeding ages.'^ 

Cl Andiiienifany As thesc then are the counsels of the cUvine2l 
iii.in biiaii iay to you, cottccming this people, do not expect, 

lo, he u there; bo- that when calamities begin to thrtiaten them, 
iie\e inni not. [Mat any miraculous deliverer should be raised up for 
i them ; and if any one shall then say tinto you. 

Behold, the Messiah [/s] here, or behold, [he w] 
there, do not believe fi/,] or shew the least re- 
gard to any such report. (Compare Luke xvii. 
cc Tor tilse Chnsh, 23, p. 184) For as this unhappy people, who 22 

i mt, nnd’Taii "0"' obstinately rejecting me, will to the 
sIk'w firio,it] Mijns last support themselves with vain hopes of that 
aini vundorb, [inso- kind, andii^? ready eagerly to hearken to everv 

false 3hsnahand/alse prophets 
(ic. ( ivo ’the vfry e- ^hdil an^e, dnd shall pretend to shew great sii'fii 
I yt,j [.Mat \\n. and prodigies,^ managed with so much art, atv 
■ ^ ' might, ij [it were’] possible, be sufficient to de- 

ceive even the very elect, and to pervert my sin- 


l)r Wlulbv on Mark xiu. CO. — Of th^^spo- 
t'lai prov lOciu'c b y which the biege was 
'liiJiirned, siictlrotuib <io Mat, x\iv. 52. 

^ I'hfir contiiinii'g a dibtnict petiplc, a 
DK'ans of cnntMmiiig tlx; faith of C’hri'<ti- 
1 in, &.(• J TliJ-i 1 lu>e shewn at large m 
!iiy ti n seiiiiDiis, Sur. x. p. ‘2*?7, 2T9; and 
ll’( re.idci may see the remark farther 
jlliiili.ued bv Mr. Addison, .Spectat. 
\ o| N'll \o, 493, and in Bishop Jh)r< 
m’r's roui JliscoiirHes, p. 8 — 10 
' fain; JilopM-> ihall arne, and ihexa 
Qit’at nfyn\ and jirodi^ies.] This is not a 
rii^re repetiticn of what was said before, 
Mat. \xi\ . j. (p. 3t50,) blit j dates to tlio- e 
impostor' who appdaredjdurinit the tinio 
of tho siege; of wa>di itee Joseph. Bell 
.Tiid VI. cs(j),'5. (al vii. 11, ^ 2,] and 
l.ii'^cl). liiftt. Kedes. lib. iv. cap, 6 Sec 
ai>cj (Irot'ui^ on ATat* xviv. 24. — .^s foi 
Mi« obJecUon whith is nritMl from this 
tevlf Ri<uinst ndiiiittiii^ inirAOlcs os a 
pioof fitdoctiincb, I would hcietransioui- 
Iv obhurve iwo things* (l.) That it ea^^ 
Mot cvrfatiily bepioVcd, that the works 
bon'refpned to won* true tniiacles; they 
»r»bt be tiko th'j Is ing povcis, ''i^us. 


and wonders mentioned 2 Tbess. n, 9. 
Or, (2.) That if »c should lor argument's 
sake jfiaiit them to be real miracles, j < r 
they an supposed to be w roiiifht it a time 
when there were lu Ibe Christian church 
teachers subsisting with siipciru njija- 
culous powers. ' But it can iicmm be in- 
ferred from such a supposition in that 
case, thitt (Jod will sul'(,*r miraclos to be 
Wrought in proof ot lal'diood, when tlieic 
are none of his sen ants to perform gi ( at- 
er miracles on the Mde of tiuth A\i<l 
when such superioi nuraeles on tlie Mde 
ot truth do uMst, the oppo'-ite niirade> 
at most can only pioic, tli.itsoniL iumsi** 
heioj^ot areal power, who .ue the 
abett/ops.^' falsehood, aic sti'ongly en- 
gaged ^Siipp' 'it the 0 intraiy doctrine; 
the e6i) bid Cl a lion ot which must excitr* 
nil wise and ivopd nv’n lorcceiiea truth 
so oppwwd 'Mth gi cater rCAdine *, and to 
«Hlca\o'!i t'l pioniole it' witli "loatei 
/pal; flier iimv bc'^virc, the e ictllencc 
.iiid imp'iriancc <A it is jiiopnrtionable to 
The solicitude of t|]i">c itiaiignaiit spjri:s 
to j*rev< nt ds ]>roijrejs. 



"SH.; But ihe^ should not go afle^y or regard them!: 

.SECT, cere followers and disciples themselves ; though 
cw. indeed their hearts shall be so established by dj- 
gt-ai^e as finally to be secured from the 

But be ye ciiit\om\y ^^//^mvour ffuard i-’3 But inU ye 
against so dangerous an i mposition ; Tpr behold I ***aU 

*have expressly /prf/e/rf all these things f iMatxxfv. 

that on coinparmg the event with tl>e prediction^ ^^50 
your faith may be established by those very 
circumstances which in another view might have 
jfat. a tendency to sbalie it. Thtrefon if they shall . Mat. XXIV. 26. 

SfSiiv, '^i^say unto you, Beholdf we have found the ex- Jh^'/tariiuio 

peeled Messiah, and he is now .gathering his Behold, he is in the 
forces about him in the tciide 7 'ness for the de- d'seit. gonotfoith: 
liverance of Iris people, do not go/onh to .join ®^''ih.xtbcrs" Jl' 
yiMirscIves to his followers; [e/*J if they shall heic not. 
say. Behold, he is in the secret apartments of 
some particular frieml, where he is waiting to 
give satisfaction to those that desire it, do not 
believe [/V,] nor give yourselves the trouble so 

27 much as to inquire into the siffair. . ‘For yon 27 For as the light, 
know there is, and can be, no other Messiah but ri!"^c4tranrl 

me; and when 1 appear, it will bem.a^Udden, even unto the west; 
amazing, and irresistible manner; and as Mir so shall also the cum - 
, lightning bi eaks forth Jro7n the east, and shines 
in a momcTit even to the west part of the hori- 
zon, so sudden and cohspicuous also shall the 
coming of the Son of man be, both in his ap- 
pearance to the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
to the final judgment. (Compare Luke xVii. 

28 24-, p. 184.) And very extensive also w'lll the 28 Vor vhpresoevci 

dfdolatioii be ;/(»■, as I formerly toW you, (Luke g!' 

kVii. 37, p. 18t),) wheresoever the dead carebsc thered tugvth 

is, there will the eagles naturally be gathered to- 
gether ; and wlicrever tire obstinate enemies of 
my kingdom are, tfiey .shall be soti^rht out and 
destroyed ; and here in particular I will send 
the Koinari eagles against them, wlio shall con- 
sume and devour them as a he'lpless prey, not 
only at Jerusalem, but, 0V6r the fa,;e of the * 
whole country ; and in some more 

, distant regions, where number of , rJ’J 

Jd\vs*are settled,"’ '' ‘ 

V* Jn some more disfant regions, &c] fulfilUd, and as an eagle ftie&iifton its 
7’hcre mav perhaps bean oblique mtitna- prey, their enemies pursiitd them to de- 
Uon 10 this passage, of tbr slaughter after- stritction; and the calamitip they uniJcr- 
wards m-ade on the Jews elsewhere, and wehlf mere such, that (us Dio Cassius in- 
particularly under Adrian and Traian ; forms ns. Hist. lib. 69.) 30,000 wei e slam, 
when what had been foictold by bioses '>('() of iheir fortresses were dcinohslud, 
''Dent \x\iii, 4-9, acj ) was reni&rkably and '900 of thoir chief towns in Eijjpt, 



Bejectms rMit that should come 07i the Jeivs. 373 ; ' 


^ IMPROVEMENT. 

If our Lord iitges his disciples, with such speedy and solicitous secjC 
haste, to/ere from the sword of God’s temporal jud^nmU^ how ^clxi. 
mud) greater diligence should \vc give to jite from the wrath 
come ’ What arc any of the little interests of life, that out of 
regard to tlietn we should be willing to continue^ one moment Mkrk 
longer exposed to a danger which may sink us into everlasting ;j 
jwruition and despair! 

We have here a lively description of that aggravated 
which was brought upon the Jews for neglecting Christ ; eveii 
great iribiMioTi, such as had never, from the very beginning of 
the world, fallen u pon any other nation , nor shall ever be equalled . 

Thus was his blood upon them, and their children. (Mat. xxvii. y 
25.) May we never knOW what it is to' have this blood crying 
against us, for trampling it under foot as an unholy thing! 

(lleb. X, 29.) For surelv to the who thus rejected the 
counsel of God agdimt themselves, all these things which they 7 3 ^ • 
suflered were but the beginning of sorrows ; and the famine 
sedition, pestilence md sku^iiler,\>y which so many thou- 
sands perished, served only to consign them over to infinitely 
more terrible indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, 
whicli w ill at last fall on evejy spul of man that doth evil, whether 
Jlw or Gentile, (Rom. 11 . 8 , . 0 .) 

'riiese unhappy creatures eagerly listened to the very name of Mark ^ 
a Mesmh, by whomsoever it was assumed ; while they rejected *“'■ ' 
him whom (5od had sent them, and who had so long, and with 
so much importunity, been renewing to them, the offers of life ’ 
and salvation. May none of us ever know the sad impatience 
with which condemned sinners will wish, and wish in vain, for 
those overtures and messages of grace which they now despise! 

In that sense wheresoa'cr the carcase is, jhere will the eagles be Mat 
gathered together: wherever there is the like unbelief and iin.'«x»v u I 
penitence, there will be in its degree the like rum. Christ has Mark 1 
graciously told us these things before : may we humbly attend to 
the warning, that none of this terror and destruction may ever ^ 
come upon us I ^ 

Crete, &c. were ploftdered and burnt to in tbe* decline of the Roman empire ; of 
the ground . not to mention the Urriblo ali^ttifbsee Dr. Jackson’s I2tcnial Truth 
things they afterwards suficred in France, of the Scriptures, book, i, part 2, sect. 

Italy, ^^ain, and other parts of Europe, 3, oh.ip. 0, 10—13, 



JifHs describes the tribvltdSon o/Jhese d^. 


SECT. CfLXII. 


Chnst di’scribes the total destruction the Jewish state by strong 
fgvresy many of them literalhj suiting the dajy of judgment , 
to the fnenimi of u'huh he proceeds, declaring the particular 
time of it unknown. Mat XXI Vv 29-— 36* Mark XII I. 21 — 
32. Luke XXI. 2 3 -33. 

LUKii; XX] . 2'i. . o 

kord proceeded in the awful ropreserita- a \d there sifan bi 
CLXii. Qf the jiulgiiieuts tliat were cominf; on ^ 

Jerusalem, said, Before this desolation shall 
iXKl. hho completely come, there shall he, (as I told upon dls- 

you, vcr. li.)spme extraordinary m ///^ trossuf nations, vnh 
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars ; eclipses, P<^n>iexity, thf sea, 
comets, and surprisini; meteors ; and on the earth jnj, . 
there shall be anguish and distress oj nations , the 
sea and the proud waves thereof roaring, and 
breaking in u|)on the land with an irresistible in- 
2,inn<lation; IVInk mai Ml he almost expiring 

Kith j ear, ^ and overwhelmed with the sad t'j - and for looking after 
peetation of those calamitous things which are ‘i“*se things Minch 
coming upon the (and: for this shall not be like 
former invasions or captivities, which only pro- 
duced some liansieiittlisorders ill the state, or, at 
most, an iiiieiVLiption in the govern meiit for a few 
years; hut it shall hoaiteitded with such a total 
suhvcMsion of it, and with such vast, extensive, 
ami lasting ruin, that it shall he a most lively 
enihleiii of the desolation of the whole world at 
^ the last day. 

XXIV immediately after the aj/iiction of those tnbni.moi - 

I haveiiovy been .lescnbinj-," /Ae 
sunshalU'iW.wGXsi be darkened, und the moQH shall the nuiou not 


Mai. XXIV. ■»! 
linniMiiatcU .ttu 

>l 
tlK 
and 


“ r ui/h fear.] Tlii> i-i the li- 
teral rcmlenn;? of nTnljyo^'lwM a»o 
— I he here ‘■pokin of seem tube 
souk: of the l.iUbt of those jnentiuDed in 
ihfi MnUTs refrricd to above, in nolci 9 , 
and*', on Acr It), 11 p, filil. 

'* fnniKntinte!.i nftn the ai//ictto^ qf*gi0^e 
tlayi.] jlrohbisliop Tilloiton, i&reh- 
nniij, with many other loomed 5ilt^efj>re- 
tera, imagine that our Lord here thakeii 
the transition from the destruction of 
.Terusalem, which iiad been the subject 
of hi|^''discoursC' thus far, to the i(eiicr.il 
judgment but I tfiink, as- it would, on 
the (ino handj be verv haish to suppose 
all tic .siiflerinij^ of* ihc .Teni^h nation 
m all a;;c*s, to be cnllcd the tribulation 
oftthooC Jaj s ; io it would, on the oUicr 


hand, be cfjually so, to sav, that the 
general judgment, whicli probably will 
nut commence tdl at least a thuusaud 
years aftei their rfc.sioiation, will happen 
itnincdiately after their siifloring-., ivir 
can 1 find any one lustanee m which 
i'j9sw: Ik ui'ud in such a btniige latitude 
— What IS said below, (^iijMat. xxiv. a-i, 
Mark xiii. 30, and Luke \xi. 32; p. 
.T7T.) seems also an uoadswcra^le ob- 
iection again.st such an mterpre;teUion. 
— I’am obliged therefore to expls^in lhis 
Section as in the paraphra'-c , tlioitgb 1 
acknowledge many of the figuics u^ed 
may with mure liteial proprittv be .ip- 
plicirtothn last day, to which there may 
be a remote, Ihoi^h not an iminedi 
reference. 9 



Messmgers ji/iould^ smi iO( assemble krs'^f&ct 

five her light; and 'not «!cem to give her usual lUht , and the stars seer. 

fr.mu“rvrt!addtte /*■"”' ' ■<■ "f 

powers u( the hcji- heavens y all the migl>ty iiwchines aotl strong 

vens shall be shaken, movements abovc, shall he shaken and broken 
[Mark XIII. 21, 95. c is, accordiiifr to the sublinutv 

' . ot that prophetic language to vvhicli you have 

been accustomed, the whole civil and ecclesias- 
tical coiistituMon of the nation shall not only be 
30 And thon shall shocked, but totally dissolved. ^'Jnd then ,shall20 



i^arth mourn, ' and iSb« y wun in heaven at the last day; and all 

Uivy ftnli see the f/^g qf the land shall then mourn, and then 
.‘^on of man coming t n . ly r ^ 

in the clouds of ^hall See the Mil oj man coming as u were in 

heaven, with power the clouds qf htaveit,^ u'ifh poiverand great glo^ 
and grtyt glory, . for that cclcstial army which shall appear 
am! 27 ^ 1 ” ^he air marshalled round the ciiy, sliali be a 

sure token to them that the angels of Gotj, and 
the great Lord of those heavenly hosts, are set 
31 And [then] he as it wcre ii) array against them. Andy to pur- 3 1 
ohaii send his angtl3, the anusioii, as at tlie great day, the artels 
a tumP^^-inTthcy ti’literal .sensp assemble all 'bis saints to- 

sh ill gather together gether, so also he shall then send foith his mes- 
his ciea fioin the seiigcrs^ with the great sound of his gospel, as 

Indof'i“w«“iTih» and theij iliail aMemb/c hn 

otiici, [from the ni- eU'Cf Jrovi thefoiir winds, even Jrom one end oJ 
termost part of the (he heavcns to the other, or from the vttermo'it 
^rth, to the uttci- pdfioffhe earth one way,/e those climates winch 
IM*rk xiii. 27 j hc uudcr the Uttermost part oJ heaven the other 
way; and multitudes of all nations shall obey 


= 77ie sun sImU be Airkened, &c.] p 
was customary with the [iro|>bet«, as it 
still IS with tlic eastern wnters, to do- 
.suuhc the litter rum of states and king- 
doms, uot only in general by an iinivor- 
sal daikiicbs, but also by such strong fi- 
giircb as those hero* used, which all have 
thoir foundation tii that w'ay of speak- 
iug. Compare ls.i. xiii. 10 ; xxxiv. 4, 
10, 1.x. 20; Jer. xv. 9; £zek. xxxii. 7, 
h; Joel 11 . 30, 31; lii. 15; and Amos 
viii. '9i 

C^i»g in iht^huih qf At’qi ea.] ^Sud>- 
dcii.ikpii3,irresi5ill5le destruction, in which 
mWh,of the hand of God evidently ap- 
is, (as Dr. Whitby justly observtw) 
often expressed by God’s coming in the 
clouds : (compare Psnl. xviii. 9; 1, 3ju4 ; 
Movii. 2, 3 ; civ. 3, Isa. xix. 1; xxyi. 21 , 
Ixvi. 13.) But I think tlie celestial ap- 
poaranccs desetibed by Josephus (as a- 
boic, note*', on Luke xxi. 11, p. 361 J 


lead os into the cxactcst interpretation 
of this text; and grcatlv illustr'ite Uitf 
propriety of tlu-sc evprvssiuiis licrc. 

< ■’^eadioith /in 7»ro^r/i(>(r< J Most ti'AUS- 
iatiOris, as well as uui 'i»n, greatlv uh- 
ACQie this text, hy iciidriiiu' tho word 
ayfiKus anucU ; foi tluuigh it generally 
signify thoso ic/esfiul •.pndi whd are on 
gi eat occasions the incssciigeis ot Cod 
tooorwoild. It is well known that the 
word refers not to tl" ir n.ituie but to 
th^iVi^ec, and IS often applied to men, 
and’ rendered me»<vnf'i'r^. bee Mark i. '2 ; 
Luke vii. 24, 47 , ix j‘J ; 2 Cor. viu. *>3, 
iPhil. 11 . 25 ; and Jain ii. 25 hi some of 
which places it signifies, as here, j&rtrtt/.- 
en of the goipelt who were sent fortfi to 
carry on God’s great design of uniting 
all his chobcn people in one society un- 
der Christ, as their cammon head. Lph. 
1 . IJ. 



He ddititfs the pdrah^hf iheJrgdreUi 

the summons, though the Jews uiigrdte- 
fixii. fully and foolishly tfespised it; ol’f^the Son of 
itjaii shall be hoDoofed and trusted By millions 
TSXh po"' unborn, when this wicked artd pertrerse na- 
iiion IS perished in theirrebeliion at^dnndeHty. 

9S And when these things begin to to paiSf i- u h e xxi ‘is. 
be not you terrified and (iisinayed, but rather 
cheerfully looh upwards^^ and lift up j/ottr heads til'^pas.., io Took 
, with joy and assurance; for whatever happens, «!*» ^ f»ft up your 
you will he secure ; and as sdoii as you See the JTu iti&T* A-HwhIi 
first appearance of these signs, yoti may com- high.* * 

fortably conclude, that your completd redemp- 
tion and deliverance draws High; s for many of , 

you will be safely brought hom^ to the haven 
,of eternal peace before tjiese storms are ended, 
and the rest of you w Hl not long survive them. 

29 Andj further to illustrate wHat be had been 
, saying, he spake to them a very easy and fami- 
liar saying, Behold wJk‘, [and] learn a 

parable from the e.xample of the Jig-tree^ and all 
^/i^? other trees that drop their ieayes in the t»'C trees [yist. vvn 
OO wimer ; JF/ien buds appear upon fl^-dlg-trce, n' 

:iu(\ its branch is now become tendkTi the braurh is. ydtotv^r. 


2*5 And 
them a 


ho . Jjjkl 

V- 


ow ] hi hold [uiid 
irn a p.-iiul)]c idt 
fig-tUT, and all 


sap rising in the other tre<^ 


their young leaves ^ and 


tCvS, thn; "shoot /or/A 
begin -to. o,,..,; 


<«proacj, you sec and know of yovT oumselves^ by o\\nsi,hcs,t!i.nM,in- 
the observation you liave often made, thfttsian- >'» '■»' 

vu’v is now near at A<z«d, as these arc certain 
31 prognostications of it: So likewise you, when as.i 

yi So Fik-wfee > p, 

whoa VC fxlull] '•i-f 


you shall see all these things come to pass, may 
iissuredly know that the dc'smiction of Ibe JeW- ?'•}*“ 
jsii state, and the ac^vanccuient ot the kingdom come to pass know 
in all Its gic>^i is just ht hand, .ve tha^ “ ’ ' ’ 

v's , or that the tiujp W tioming wlifen the 


(f God 
the dov 


: that iIk* khiud'.m 
(lod lb nigh at 

desolation 1 have been s'jfiBakms of 'shali 

upon Jerusalem, and thefgos pet .shall be prhpa- 33. Maik | 

j^ated all abroad, and* take such root in .’the* 

world, tliat you may assure yourselves it shall > 

never be destroyed. - 


•' Ixioh up'Sfard'- • ** 

ail expresMOQ which admirably 
loadot labiHirand s.tflcrtiigb iiiid«r wbicU, 
the apostles would be, depressed m this 
aftfii ted state. See Kaphel. Annot ck. 
llerud, p. 270. 

6 \our redi'mp/ton d/itrcf nuU.} An the 
resurrot>tion iiv'tbe time when we shall in 
ta«t be fully redeemed, or delivered from 
all the sad I'onsequenci’s of sin, and there- 
fore lb CalleJ the re.'(>mptu/ri.Qf oni bviun 
I'Rom Mil. 23; compare {^ph. iv. 30, aud 


Hum. xm, 1+.) so ia it Ivsji propor^tube, 
tli^deljvpiaucefnuu stad <.ur- 

To^^ittH^uptatioiis this 

sr ijrm aad coJarn 1 touallibfriiay , 
principles, be called ledeiAptiony-j^^ it 
wditifty jodgeof the !< iigth of the ap^tll^b* 
liy^S by tfie esteut'if tUeivlabuui though 
ti^V^now' nottheti'nc when many oi theiu 
died, then* i#,reai>pu to o.mjeuiire it was 
not till aliout'tbis peri>d, which, by tin 
way, would bean arguinenL they ^n•i 
now most of them ymug iu"u. 



Thd! ^dnctiitien thould^t pass till all mrc ftdfilled, 37^ 

'j2Vcrilvta'\yBn- And verily i say vnto you, and urge you W sect. 
to you, This goiiferA- ^ij^jerve It, aA absoKuelf neces!>dry iiy order to clxh. 
<iMay,till all undefStafid wlrat I have been saying, rhql ifiis 
ihiiitf,] b(‘ foi'Hied. gene)'ation of men now living, shall not />^yWvv!*^ 3 b 
* I!* VT fld/igs be fulfilled,^ for ‘ ‘ " 
what I hav^e foretold coucorning the destruction • 
of the Jewish itptc is so near at hand, that sonic . 
of you shalMive to see it ail accomplished with a 
'jO Heaven and dreadful exactness*. And the rest may die in'i'j 
e.irih shall pass a- jjj^ assurance of it: for another and \^et more 

t..iv; but my wordd ^ . 

ihrili not p:iss auay. awtul day SlttlH cniiis When, in a literal sense, 

[Mat Mark hedven and earth shall pass away, and the whole 

^ fabrictlf this visible world shall be dissolved 

before my majestic presence: but my n^ords 
shall not pistes away till they are perfectly ful- 
filled, and tile efliracy of them shall remain in 
the eternal world which shall succeed these 
transitory scenes. 

tiauk XIII. 32. though Jemsalctn shall be destroyed be- Mark 

But (ji that day and this t»eheratit>n disappear, vet of that great 
*mLl/n!Ii^KTthc an! decisne t/tW/ which is appointetf for the dissolu- 
gti-jwhidianjinhed- tion and tHre judgment or the world, and of the 
vfiij,nouhertheSoB< or seasbh when it shall open upon men, 
and shall hrrrfg on their final sentence, there is 
no o7ie who i'nvws the precise time,’ neifher the 
anptls i)i heaven, nor even the Son of man him- 
sclt,** with respect to his human nalurc, or as a 


77*tf gi)tf ration shetU not pass aannf vn- 
!tl all i^nie things Le JulplUiL] Though 
Bruiiriius and Mode, (in his Wuiks, p. 
1 )Q.) have heiC the honour to l)« follrtln- 
ed h V '!0 gri at an auUv Tity as Dr. S> kes> 
(oI Christianity, p. 6u.) ytt t Itiujit bey 
leave to say, th it I cannot Ib'nk th.* te\u 
they (idleet sjurtieicni to privr*, that by 
thr. geimmliun yivfa ov7fil wfi are here 
to luiderhUiid Ihr Jetshh w/m thrmegh all 
; .IS il oiii LopI inti'rrded to say, thev 
should continue a distinct people to the 
jndyment dav. What f have c^pre^sed 
in the paraphrase, is plainly the nigst 
obvious sense of the words. 4nd seems to 
me 3u evklint key.to the whole context, 
especially when compared with Mat. xyi, 
28 . 'theinii he HfOKlitifr hire, tshkh 
shall ruipi^s tfe^, tUt they icb Ote 9aln 
Qj Vh ^Mt Magthm. ' She itdce 

on \ 61, T. p. 491. 

‘ dfikat day knd kmr iio one Inowi.) 
1 cannot .'igfrec with Dr. CUrke in nfeiiw 
ring this \erse to the destruction <if Je- 
iiL-jalem, the particular day of, which was 


not a matter of grrat importuncr ; .sml .'is 
tor the season of it, 1 see not how it could 
propcily he said to be eiitittly unknown, 
after such a 1 CxpreS!. declaration, th.it I'l. 
should he in , and \ct nt 

S'lRie Coiisi<1i‘ra1)te distance, lor oi licrw tsc 
there would nbt’bas e been room for the 
gradual ftdhomplishnicnt of the many 
prediCtiohis uttcivd alxm* It seems 
therefore .much fitter, with J)i VVLilhv 
{after tirotiuS,) to evplain it of tin* last 
day, when heaven and oaith sli.tll p'ass 
away, which is sometimes called that day 
with a peculiar cinpliiasis , a phrase an* 
swertog to the grc.il or rcmaikableday. 
Onqipalre ^ 1 12, IS. .and i\. 8. 

thi- Son of man himself.] 
There is hot any thing in thrsasscition of 
ohr I ord, iT we cohsider the two natures 
in fiim, that is inconsistent with his true 
div initv. Por what is apiilicahlc ohly to 
one nature is frequently e^plv^sed in 
terms inclusiic of his whole person. 
Itius, hs the endowments <if Ins human 
nate^c wore communicated in agrad ial 



Refledioits on the dai/ ofG 0 hC$ coming tif^Judgment. 

aficT. part of what he is commissrone^to reveal ; for *ny Father on. 
ctxii. though it be determined by tb^Divine decree, 

It IS not known to any Init my alone^ or " * '■ 

XUL 33^^*® indwelling Godhead, from whom nothing 
can be concealed; and, as he does not think fit 
» to disclose it, let it be your care tb^iinprovc'this 

uncertaijity as an engagement to the most dili. ^ 
gent and constant preparation for its coming. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Let ns now raise our contemplations to that awful day, when 
. all. that was figuratmly spoken of th^ destruction of Jerusalem, 
shall be literally accomplished ; and let us consider our own in- 
timate concern in it. Where will our hope and comfort, our 
29 darkened and the 

moon shall not give her light, when the stars shall fall from hea-- 
ven, and the poicers of the heavens shall be shaken} where, in- 
‘ deed, unless the almighty God, the everlasting Jehovah, by 
whose voicc they were created, and by whose hand they shall 
be dashed in pieces again, shall coodoscend to be our light, and 
Tukr our salvation y (Psal. xxvii, i.) And if he indeeil be so, then 
sxi. 28 ifjf yfids witli jdjj^as knowing that onr com- 

plete redemption draweth nigh, ' ttven that long-cxpecied day, 
which, with a' I its solemn horrors^ has still been the brightest 
object of our filth and our hopes. 

Tvrat 'flien shall the Son of man indeed come in the clouds of heaven, 
u'ith power and great glory, -diCid send his angels to summon his 
30 , elect, and to assemble them /raw one end of heaven, to the other : 
for the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God, (I ''Lhes. 
IV 16 .) May wu hear the summons with joy, and stand in our 
Mark ainoiig Ills chti^en opes ! What thougli the day and season be 
xui 32 unknown ? It is enough for us’that we jpow that all these inter- 
posing da>s and ydars,,.he they evet so numerous, will at length 
be pai»t; for the promik of the great Uedeemer is our security , 
and he will hasten it isf fts time. Hsa. lx. 22 .) 

'.;i 'These \isiblc heavens shall be rolled together ai a scroll, and 
the earth \shall be removed out of its place ; but the sure word of 
his promise shall never pm$ away' i evert \hzfL promise which is 
engaged for the salvUtloq of his people. ' Let us often review it ; 

'S-' 

ra.'innri; to him, Jesus is ■'aid to havf slibidd here b<{ kn^ the day 

aeated in-Atukm, (Luke ii. '^2.) aodex^eo al^nted for the fioal than 

while hti woii on carib, as ho wah pioscnt Uiat it should be elsevhere tlio 

evor^^ where uitli respect to his Divine J^rd ofglory wascrucified.^l 5.) 

nature, ho speaks of hitnsclf us tho Son and that God purchased tho tiKorth will) 

of nMii \vbo IS 111 licaxmi. (John iii. 13.) blbod, (^cts xx C9.) 

Nor IS it at all niurc strange, that hr 



Tlie coming. oj the Son of Mn shall be af the dc^sfifi^oah. 37^ 

let us Broily realize it Vo our souls, and, seeing tee looi for smli stcr. 
t kings y let us seriously consider mamur of persons wc ought clxii. 
h be in uUholy conversation and godliness. (2 Pet. lii. 11, 14.) 


SECT. CLXm. 

Oar Lord urges the suddenness of his appearance as an engage- 
ment ‘to constant watchfulness, repeating several things which 
he had formerly said on that subject. Mat. XXIV. 37, to the 
end. Mark XllL 33, the end. Luke XXI. 34 — 36 

M*r. XXIV. 37. ’ MAT. XXIV. 37. 

jgUT js the days of QUR Lord having told them in the preceding seex. 

Noc so shall words, that though the time of his appear- clxiii. 
Son wf man be! ^’’ce to the general judgment was uncertain, yet 

the destruction of Jerusalem should happen he- xx^v. 
fore that generation of men was passed away, 37 
w'cnt on with his discourse, and added, But this 
I will in general inform you, that, sudden and 
unthougbt-of as the deluge was which came up- 
on the world h thedap of Noah, so une.xpccted 
and surprising also shall the coming of the Son of ^ 
os J'ov as in tho nmii, to cxecutc his vengeance, be. For as in 38 
‘he day. Mch were before universal deluge, 
mating and dunking, wcvc SO inconsiderate and secure, that 
iiiairjmgand giving they wciit Oil with all their usual business, and 

da™thltToe“cnui‘ld ‘-•ntcMtaiumcuts, eating and 

iuto the ark, drinking, mtnying wives and giving their , 
daughters in marriage, thinking of nothing but 
■ present indulgence and future settlements in 
the world j-* and went on thus, in contempt of 
every serious admonition, eyen until the very 
39 And knew not day that Nooh entered into the ark; And kncw?t^ 
until ihi HoiKi cauu', suspectcd, that any evil was approach- 

“iway, so shall .iiso till the deluge c«m',\vith'an irresistible vio- 
fhe "coming ot the leiicc, and bore them all away with a torrent of 
bon of man be. di'struciioii : SO also shoU the coming ^ the Son 
of man be; and, notwithstanding men have been 

■ Theif «<?»(> ca/mp and dunkinn, &c.] great reason soever tluTC may be to Ix-- 
J)r. W^oodward -(ijvhis Theoiy of the Heve, that the Antediluvian smners did 
harth, p. O'®.) tliinka, Itiese were modest so, these vrords may be intended to cx- 
cxpiessi^^ to signify their giving them- press no more than tlic security and gai- 
aclve^ op Co nil the extravagancies of not ety with which they pursued the usual 
and loitj'and Wolfius (in loc.) has most employments and amnseracnt>. of life, 
learnedly proved th.at is often when they were on the very brink of nt- 

used in a very criminal sense. But hgw ter destruction 



^0 Ifeshmlil titke kcei that da^d& nol come nfion ^ mawares. 

wcr. so fVequL'iilly and fyijiitiiv warn^ of it, yetunjl- 
oLxui. titiiilfs sbrill i)c surpfriiifetl in an-junpi^piirod stiitc. ^ 

(t'omparo Lujke xvii. l’G, 27, pi 1^4.) ' 

x\iv’ ^ formi'ily told you, with rcluripn to the tern- 40 Then shall two 
•ibporal desolation 0 ? your coumrv, and I now re- 
peat It, J hat of two men who snail then be at and the other left, 
work together in the fields the one shalfle seized^ 

/^Xcind the other dtsmisn'd AikI of women 4 i T«rowm#n jA//// 
who shall be grinding cdni at the same mitly the bh m 

one shall be seined y and the it/urt dismissed i be taken, and\he 
(compare Luke xvii. 35, 3^, p. 186.) And 1 may other left. 

'tiiy the like with re-spcct to that important event 
of tlie final judgment; many who have be6n en- 
gaged in the same* station and employments, and 
who were intimate! \ conversant wnh each other, 
shall then be found exceedingly „ different in 
iheiv characters and states; and some of them 
sliall he made the prisoners of divine jostice, 
while others shall not only be spared, but be 
signally favoured by God. 

luko tlierolore, that no calapitthes of life, or I-vkt xxi 

solemnities of judgment, may be dreadful to ^ 

• you , lake heed (o i^onrsctoeSy lest at any time your any tituryuui hcaits 
hearU be overmdedy^ and your National powers 


I.vKr XXI J-i. 
And lako hcctl to 
yonrst'lvti, h st .it 
any tituryuui hcaits 


»* 7:.'o mcii ihdll then he m (he fehit &c J 
'ITiUiiiih 111 tlir para|>hra.-.c, fi-r V 6 better 
non, I haiciutiiidiicwlthosu words 
jncid' iitdlly, aiid liintcd Ixmv they niuy 
alU'snidy bo accijtnmod.'itrtl to the day 
id’ judgiTienl, yet I doobt not they ^n’lgi- 
iially trier to the destrut tion of jeiiiaa- 
lorn, tow huh alone they aru pruperiy 
»))plk;able. After th^s paia^^rupli there 
is Udt a word porulrarkrtliat; butinaay 
ciu'iimsiani'cs are introdoct^d which fc- 
fer ti> the d Jv of judgment, (a^ of death, 
lu tiansmitting to it,) and wliicbean en- 
le be tiun> iir'dci..tiiix1. * 1 therefore hum- 
Ulj conceal \e, tint the grai^f'l'ransitinii, 
aboiit wliicb cmniuentvitcics arc so miich 
dividiid, a*d ‘,'1 geiioully diiktaket), ht 
luaflH pioei-Kiv after these two tcwe». — 
Our loid, in t lie follow ingvtrsjta of,Mdt- 
t!u’w and Maik, d rccU w^ir-ihbnghtj^to 
that iUial sultMonitv in Wjutlh thef 'attc 
so higblv Ooneurned, by ridpevtiitg ah 
ifiobt iii tile same wor^ the cAiitiorn> kfid 
advices behddfurnicriy.gircii, l.iikcxii. 
S5t k ifff. § c\iv. in which whole coorcat 
(8<i 1 tiierc'obsr rt ed, no'c *^1 p. 1 1 T. 1 there 
IS no ruieicncc to those Unip ’lal calainit 
tics Uiat wfirtJ coipjiiyoii the^Jc,»s, which 


h.wc been here tlx* suhiccl of almost the 
whole preireding dilCourM*. And the re- 
niembrance of what harl passed on the 
former (xrca^on might more easily lead 
thrin into the distinct iiiidenlandtng ot 
what W'BS now added, 'rhougli ir may 
not be ioLpro|icr to recollect that the same 
pious care m their temper and cuudnet, 
which would be a preparative against na- 
tional j^ginents, and entitle tliLin to 
the special proteLlioii uf proudence m 
them, woulrl^lalso secui'c diein irom any 
nDwelconio^}iyf!ri8uby a call to the tri- 
buTittl of (ioil.'i 

* iW’ heartf ic overloaded ] The n(^id 
jS'sfonflwTj/ properly sigoihcs bjirdmal, or 
piestfd th^n } and so very elecantly and 
stv0o«:iycxp8e8^eftthc hatciul cnnscquen- 
ceg of ioti mpeiiftrice/and t he load w im. h it 
brings Oh tl'.ose ratKH)aUacu}U 9 s w luch are 
tbegl' TV of the humapoatutc.vr-'l'lie read- 
er wiU obscri c, thak;Ui|i;c‘s account uf tills 
d^epurse is very in tson wiiii 
that of Matthew and Mark J|jr this cb- 
viodsreasoa, that he had^give»d(^diicf 

heads of it before, partly In a di^ursc of 
onr lord's last coming, winch was dcli- 
tpred to a Very numerous asLeiitbly m 



" For not tkeHour when the Lord mm. 


be overcharged with 
burfeiting, atiddrun- 
kcHiiesiyand dare^of 
this life;, and su that 
day comp upou you 
iiiiitwiu-ca. 

k) Fur as a snare 
oImH it ('ornc on ail 
thoiii that tlwelJ on 
th' face of the whole 
earth. 


Si) VF.'itch yc thcro- 
fiue, [Maik, lake ye 
hc(cl,J .iini pi ay al- 
way's, that \e may 
he accounted worthy 
to esifapc all these 
things [hat ihnll come 
to pas-i and to stand 
bi'tore the Son of 
Qian I for ye know 
not f Maik, when the 
tiini; is,J or what hour 
yoi r Lord doth 
conic 1 (Mat. XXIV. 

Maik \iii. 33 ] 


M.t. XXIV. 45. 
tint kiiuw tliiSf that 
it the good man of 
the house had known 
111 wh.it uiitcli (he 
thief w'liild come he 
woulil haM' watched, 


depressed and sfepifiei! bi/ ghttony and drun- ' 
kenneifs, or di^Wted with worldly and .%'cidar 
Ldres; and by this means that awhtl and imphr*'^ 
tant of- which I have been HiK-aking, sfwuld^ 
come mexpeetfid upon ijou. For the chanic-j^ 
ter ol the generality of mankind, at that time 
will be such, that li shall come on the greatest 
part of all them that dwell on the fate of the 
whole earth, ^ as a snare upon a thooghthiss bird 
which, in the niids.t of its security, tinds itself 
inextricably taken. (Conoparc Eccles. ix. 12.)- 
Let me therefore address this ipoat serious ex- 
hortation to you with an earnestness proportion- 
able to its importance, IValch yc against every 
temptation to negligence and svn, lake heed m 
every thing which might lull you into a danger- 
ous security, h»d pray always, with the roost 
h rvent importunity, that through J^ivine grace 
you may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
calamitous ami dostrnctive things which shall 
assuredly come' h •pass ]n^t in the manner 1 have 
descnbell and may be ha[)pily enabled, 
even in the day of his universal judgment, to 
stand forth with courage and acceptance before 
the Son oj man;* for you know not when the 
time of Ins apj^earance [^n’] at what hour 
your Lord does mwe-to summon you before him. 

Utft this you know, and would do well to con- 
sider It, that if the masitr of a house that has al 
any time been plundered by robbers liadknohu 
' exactly ^ what watch of the night the thief 
would li^ve come, he would wdoiibtedly haic 
watched'khew ; and taken ca^ih be piovidcd for 


XXI, 

:55 


CalilPV, (Luke vii. 55—45^ 'sect. c\iv.) this clause limit the extent uf the won! 
and paitiv in an other discourse, iclating [a/f] to a Qpnsiderahle number, hn wcic 
only to the destruction of lernsalem, it tube takfcii otlierwiM*, there could ha\e 
■which v\ as delivered in his journey Ihi- b^en Oo room to offer thorn. 
lher.it the fea.t of dedication. (Luke ^ To sUmd hetwe the Sun oi man.\ Ido 
xvii liO— >7 stet.cxxvin.) Here there- not apprehewl that this is merely the 
fore he choxsos to omit wh.it Irid been counterpart of esrapm^ the thingsepokm 
inserted onjeitbcr of those orai'ions; as of4)efure. There weu* thousands of the 
.lohn, who probably wrole after vhc ac- Jqwathaiby providuice or another 
compli^bmcnt of this Irfophecy , entirely e* c^ped tempor.d destruction, w ho couW 
oiinr.s It, ^'idreody so largely rrcouled with no pnpsjciy be said to >/anrf hefure 
hy tht^',fottiier three , from whom, con- the Sa at hisconin^. 1 ha^e there- 

• sulerfn^ 0iArirCiims‘aoet* of Lime it came fore paraptiasi d thi« latter clause as an 
with mlihitelv belter grace than it could advance upon the foimei, which gives 
afterwatd'* haAe done from him. this context a greater connection, and 

<1 Itiho/fcmnconaltifKm jiister distinction, thantht order in which- 

The cOi jrtalioiis that arc connected with most harmonies place these vencs. 



The faithful servant shaltbe greatly retarded . . 

aicT. him, would not have sufflreddiis house to be broke 
^Etxiii. opeHf or have left the thief to makfe his ail van- ^ 

hy coming at an unexpected time. And 44 Therefore be ye 
therefore as it is of so much greater cotiscnuencc aUi ready: for in such 
‘ 4^00 this occasion that you should be prepared “ojl'thJsorr/ map 
against an unseasonable surprise, be ye also ready cometh. 
and learn from such a common occunfence, to 
be upon your guard ; for I tell you again, That 
at an hour when you think not of it, the Son of 
vmn cometh ; ana multitudes of people will be 
as much surpnsed as if they had never beard in 
their whole fives that he would come at; all. 


(Compare Luke xii. 39, 40. p. 117.) 

Maik the Son of man fs] in this respect as a Mahk xiii. ri-i. 

*"*• man travelling to a distant country y who^ as he Qfmm /» 

was leaving his house, gave authority to his head- fir Journey) who foil 
servants to direct and oversee the rest in their his house, and gave 


business, and assigned to every man in the fami- authority to ins sci- 
ly his propel work, and particularly commanded 1,^,^ hJJ woJiiraS 
the porter to watch, and to see to it that the commanded the por- 
doors were pi operly secured, and ready to be ter to watch, 
opened to him at his return. 

Mat. And who now, do you ifty 'apostles snppose, Mat xxiv. 4> 
XXIV. 45 faithful and prudent servant, of whom his then .i faith- 
Lord has so good an opinion as tobave appoint- Li.ta"iulh 

ed him ruler over the rest of his household, to made mierovei h^ 
give them [their^ proper portion oifood in due household, to 
season? You must easily apprehend that the 
expression may with the utmost propriety be ap- 
])iied to that high office with which you are in- 
vested, and to the confidence placed iif your in- 

46 tegrity and wisdot^. Md, to excite y^l^to dis- tr* uicissed tiui 
charge this office’':wb‘h,the greatest fidSW, jet secant, whom in- 
luo add, Happy indeeif?i> that servant whom^Us Kh‘'ihlin"i)d‘'b^ 
Lord, when he coviHh^ shall find thus employed mj,/ 

in the pioper duties ofijhis important office, dis- 
tributing to each his portion lu aproper manuer.f 

47 Verily I say unto you again, as 1 formerly did, 47 \enK i t,a\ 
Thai he Will prefer him as highly as if a hdan you, That uc 


n.'appn 11 ihai trriurilvAm ks ifitd understand tho.Ohoiitics of, ^iith Dr 
tahfn hr com if h, Set*,) As no )k;(:nUsir Whitby, the apcmtxU^ Jewk>, ^s, yjarlleii- 
wardd were contern-d on anyof «he apos- laily intended hythe wiek'-dji^Sjat inf u- 
tles, m other fi tldnl mlnls^•r^ M th»^ iioned afterwards ; wh'n h se'einfiVplaiulv 
tune of Chnst’s coiiung to destroy .fern- to refer to a di bauchcd and* pefu^euUiiiJ 
sak'ni, tliA^hiise suflieicnllv proves a eforgv, hypotritically luctondiri!,' to a 
rc foi dice to the tin il jiufomient, and will distinguished zeal fur (hiisuau forrUi 
not permit vith Dr. HammOnd, to and inBtttutionGi. < 



toith hypdttUcs, 38 ^^ 

sHall make bimruier should wffA’f his domestic sjte^'ardjwhol^ Served suer. 
Mver all hw good#, faithfully i. ruhr or director oj all nis estate^ <^txiir. 
, as a reward for his care. in the due rnanaoernem 

of his office. (Compare Luke xii. ‘42—44, xyiv' 
pageUS.), 

4« Hut and if that oo the Other band, the faithless wretch 48 

cmI sen ant shall say that IS dishoiicst ill the execution of so high a 

Ida Slscoinin^^^ <?harge shall be severely punished : and i/ that 
c ayt i scorn ng, servant shall jiresume to say in his hearty 

49 And shall begin delays his comitigi And shall on that 49 

til sinito his fellow- presumption be^in to beat and abi^s.e those of his 
^naiiis and who are more fairhful than him- 

drunken ; self, and to eat ana drink in a notou!> and ex- 

travagant manner UHth the debauched and 


drunken [^art of them, or with other dissolute 
so Tiie lord of persons ; he will do it at his peril : For the. lord 60 
that seivant shall servant shaU certainly come in a day 

hc™iVik(tii ngt expect [^rm], and in an hour 

him, mid in an hour w/icn he IS 7iot at all aiLarCy and cannot have 


that he IS not awan* timc.to puttin^a face of better order, or to pro- 

^ ’ji And shall cut ^‘'*d urtful excuscs ; ^Ind, seeing.')! 

himasuiidir, andap- him in the ipidst of his revels and usurpations, 
point /mw hih portion shall scouirge him so severely, that he shall 

<ttid appoint [him] his 
lUR and gnashing of portion mik hypocritesy the most odious Kind 
of sinners in the sight of God with these shall 
• this false creature be righteously doomed to 
dwell for ever in those doleful regions where 
there shall be nothing hut weeping and gnashing 
of teeth, proportionable to his forinur indulgence 
and luxury, and to the importance of that trust 
■ which he so wickpdly bcLmyed. (Comiiare 
Luke XU. 45, 46, p. 118, i 

Makk, xiii 3 i . . -Let me then cautioii-^^pi^ O my apostles and 2’’ 


1 ! SfiaU cut km usundet ) That tearing 
and cutting persons into sc\eral pieci s 
a as a ciuol punishincnt usfd among the 
ancK'iits, noiieacquaintiid with antiquity 
can doubt, and WolfiusiOn this text has 
(Iciiiunstrated itinufe copiuQsl\ Ihaiiany 
other critic I have hc»n Yet, as the cii- 
imnal is here represented as surviving 
tins puuishiiient; ,;i,nd ixniMgiied over tu 
.U»a*Mn/r tfeih, after it bad 
boeni.^flifited. 1 thortfine, as brfoie, 
(LukA'^iL46 ) must undei stand it of be- 
ing . severely fiujuiged, after tihicli idle 
slaves wore ofirn thiown into a prison, 
where they lived niismblv in everv re- 
spect. Tothisoni Loidalliulci! with.iinost 


obvionajPWpi loty. See seel. cmv. note \ 
fits portion Mth kij]iOcntii\.\ Maho- 
met in bis Aleoran meniions Keven Ca* 
vems ID Hell the dc< pest and most 
wretched of which !> to be inhabited by 
hypocrH^./{Sur. IV. v 14+) risncr, 
who takes this foi a .lewi>.li notion, by a 
very sitigillar ciiticism supposes it, or 
SOthetliing analogous to it, referred to 
here, and Kiv. xxi.,S, where he thinks 
Iiai!, arc the same with lupociiK'S - and 
obscre.s very pieeaiiously, that taking 
the fearful and unheliev mg, or those ihal 
through cowaidice npe^Uti/c for the 
fiistsort of 01 iiiiinals liars ai-eihc seventh 

clasv. 



M4 ttefiections on preparing fo^the cdpning 

SECT, ministers^ never to suffer this iui'jfjprtant cxbor- Wat<iib ye therefore 
<Lxm. tat ion, which I have now been you, to the^^&rr”of*^*the 

be forgot in an^’ cireuinstance of but 7 oatch house Someth Ca^ 
ye t/iere/ore cont\i\ua.\\y, /or ye nof wAt-n ora^raidmjrht, 
the yiiaster of the house comeihy wb^er in the 
watch, oral midnight, or at l^e cock- 
ZQ crowing^, or in the morning: P'ai^y and late coming 

hold' yoursjivifts in a prepared posture?, lest 
coming sudainlif, hr find you sleeping, and ne- ’ 37 And what i saj 
37gligent of your proper And what I say unto you, unto 

to you in pubji^ characters', / wtj/ to all my dis- ^ 

ciples, in t*ve^ station of life, and in every «^e, 

Watch i for in' every age and station you will 
have need to do it, and security may be at- 
tended with the most fatal consequences. 

IMPnOVFMENT. ‘ . 

Luke What slothful hc^irts must we have, if these repealed admoni- 
x\i. 36 tions do not awaken us ; even line upon line, and precept upon 
xJiv! precept? The patience of God is whiting upon us, as jt did on 
' 4 a’ the old world, while the ark was preparing: (i Pet iii. 20 .) 
Mark May we take the warning, and 'seek shelter before the door be 
'uik^c^ shut against us I Let us therefore take peed, lest sensuality and 
XX,, ^i^secular cures ocercharge ' md depress our hearts, and arniisc us 
with vain delusions, till and Unavoidable destruction come 

upon us. (1 Thess. v. 3.) . 

M.irk We are by profession the domestics of Christ.' Let us attend 
MM. to the offices he has assigned us, though he^tscem at a distance. 
Let us diligently icai? his coming, at whatever season. Let his 
mintstei's especially wait it; and be solicitous, that they may be 
’ found so doing, conducting themselves like le^z’se r// Me 

mystei’ies of ^ispe^Mt^ to every one his portion h^Joed in 
due season. Th^ ^Lour account be ^fonourable, and our re- 
ward glorious. 

49 May God deliver us fronf the guilt and Condemnation of the 
cruel, the imperious, the lu.xiirious servant, who began to 
peat his fellou's, and to eat pnd drink with the di'iintx^.n ; since we 
are expressly told Ids dreadful doom ! justly does our Lord dc- 
b I dare that to such a one he will appoint fPpent>Hpn with hepon'ifes, 
tenible as their pQitt^,'^)A|l)$t bc\; for.no hypocrisy can be b^iser 
than to call o^n•^cIves life 4jc*i’t’tf»/#,and mimsleri tff fJhritd, while 
we are the slaves of" ambition, ' avarice, ai>d 4nton>j>eranco. 
Wherever such are found, under whatever mask aiui 
he reform them by his grace, or disarm them of that povvVr^nu 
. influence' which they continually abbse to his dishonour, and to 
their own ag^avafoil damnation! Let us in the mean tune bo 





. Tj^e parahk of wise and foolish virgins. S9S 

exhorting each other daily ^ while it is called to-day ^ lest any by seot. 
i'nsensib^ degrees 6e hardened throvgh the deccitfulness oj ski cixtu. 
(Heb. iii. 13.) and iet us always remember, that every exhor- 
ration which we give to others returns with redoubled weight 
upon ourselves. 


SECT. CLXIV. 

Christ e 7 iforces bis exhortation to watchfulness^ by the parable 
of the ten virgins. Mat'. 'XX V. 

M4T, XXV. 1. T 1 . 

'pHKN shall the 0UR Lord, m order to impress upon the sect. 

kmgci )tii of he.i- ^ minds of his hearers a concern about the cixiv. 
t™‘ aiid awful day of future judgment, 

ookihcir lamps, and which tljc latter part of hi« preceding discourse 
wf'ni forth io meet had SO plainly referred, went on to represent 
the hridcgiouin, jj under a variety of most lively figliiXN, and 
particularly by the following parable ; saying, 

Then, or mtbat day of final account, when tlic 
faithful servant shall be rewarded, and the 
treacherous, hypocrite so severely punivlied, 
shall the kingdom of heaven, or the state of 
things under the gospel dispensation, appeal to 
he like the case of ten virgins,’^ who, being in- 
vited to a marriage-feast, (winch, according to 
tlui custom of this country, was to be celebrated 
in the night,) look their lainps as soon as it be- 
gan to grow dark,<z?n/ went out together to meet 
the bridegroom, and to iiglit him to the house 
where the banquet to be kept, 
j \n(Hi\ col them it appeared by theic conduct, that Jive 2 

v /L' fooWi ^ prMc/cwr persons, and jive of them 

were foolish and inconsiderate, wbo made no 
provision against an a<^tdent wbitli might very 


" Tin •crf^ins.’] This whole parable 
•■o'lialut. a plain rcfficnce to the custom 
vliich prov.iilod an(unj( 4 tbc Jews thtn, 
an<l still pri‘\ails iiinong tfidny eat>tciii 
nations' (soe The C istoms of the Jews 
and Imlians com^rhd, p. 41, tT <>cq.) 

'] lit' hTidetrrcH)m oicd to conduct his bride 
home bjy the light of lamps, 

whndl li^ewi a*ed, (as TUsuer shews, Ob- 
scrv V6l.‘l p 114, 11>,) by thfe Jews 
and Komnns on the like oce.iiion: they 
V ere earned by bride-maid'-, who U'^Cd 
'^01. ir. ' CC 


aftcTwaids to ,sup with Ihem; and some 
tell us their iminhei m .it, least be 
U soetti, from ih circum tances 
of this patabth, that jf any of the neigh- 
bours, besides thobe wU » were direetly 
ipvitcd, thought It Win III their while to 
ftay fhcir re.spect to ih’ new mairicd 
couple, it wj<; ti-tcemed a dcc* nt piece 
of civilitv to admit lliein to a shaie in 
the bnd.il least, if they made their -'i])- 
pcarance at a propci urnc. 



The tcisc,Xk)ho read}f»goM ivilh the hriiUgropm : 

SRCT. niUiiialK' hnppon. Thejj that tear foolish, .i \hey that wei« 
^xiv. v/,i7z /hc)j took theierlarnps, went forth with 

lighted, but did not fakeani^ oil with them, oil with thpm. 
XYvS ht‘sido that which was at tiisr'’ poured in: 4 But the wise took 
' 4 fVhert’us the prudent maidens, considering that wnh their lamps ^ 
they might pci haps he obliged to“ wait some 
hours, took a reserve of oil vnth thetn in their 
ve^stis, which they carried with their lamps, 
to feed the flame when the former stock should 
he vtiisted. 


5 Hut h'hile the bridegroom' ior a long time de- 
hiycd his coniifi^, as they were sitting near l;fie 
place from whence they expected him to come, 
thcif all of them (slumbered, and at length fell 

6 fast ^ Jnd in the very middle of the 

mpht,^^ there a loud ciy wadem the street, 
Behold, the bridegroom is coming, go ye out 
immediatclv to meet him^ and arise to attend 
the procesNjoii according to order. 

7 Then all those virgins presently qrose, and, 
to prepare for Ins reception, dressed their lamps, 
that they might shine as bright, and appear as 
clean as pos^lble. And the fooHsh damsels in 
great surprise said to the pj*udent, Give ,some 
(f your oil, Jor you seem to have 3 ,''gi(‘at slock 
with you; wlv'rea', our lamps ard 'gone out, and 

Oall our oil is spent. But the prudent replied, 
f fl c cannot do iV,] lest there should not be enough 
for us and you, and so we sliould all be left on 
H sudden without light, and the bridegioom be 
disappointed and affronted ; hut rather go yt to 
them that sell oil in theygeiglibourbood, and' 
buy some tor yburselv^s, as ?soon as poa&ible, 
that ye indy follo<ir'aTid join the procession."' 

And lAiile they iceiit to buy it at that incon- 
venient time of night, tm^ridegroom and his re- 
tinue came; and those maidens that wei'e ready 
to receive him, joined the company; and when 


5 Whilo th^ bridc- 
((ioom tarried, they 
all sluutbeioil and 
slept. 

6 And at rnidni,:.’ht 
tbne was a tiy 
nidde, Behuld, the 
beidegroom cuineth, 
gu out to meet 
him. 

1 Then all ihose 
viigins aiOH‘, and 
Iriinmi-d their lamps. 

8 Vnd the foolish 
said unto the wisf, 
(jivc ns ut your oil, 
for our lamps are 
guiir out. 

P But the wisc.'iii- 
sweieil, saviinr, Aui 
id lest there In nor 
enough tur us and 
you; bat tfo j ■ 
tlier to tiiein that 
soil, .ijid buy tor 
yourselves. 

10 And vvh( n tiu v 
went to buy, the 
bridegroom came ; 
and they that wire 


/h ike thiddk nf Ike P€SrfHips 

I he tradition which JeirdptMticnUuti'a, 
that as^ertottCbrist would com^to judg^ 
mont .it il^rdaight, might be borroitvdi' 
fmni liciice^ though to he sure it is a 
very ahsord one, since that can be the 
1^86 only imdrt one rncrid^jin .it a time. 
t^A rolcbrated Commentator has cloud- 

« 1 this parable exceedingly, by atteinpt- 
g to explain it qf the different eHccts 
riiiist ^! admonition concrriiirg ♦he de- 
sfruLliuu of .fcrmalcm would ha\'‘ on 
•M’r’ient persons. 


e htiyjnr yt^UShesC\ I’his seems mere- 
ly an ornamental circumstanee; and it 
is strange, that a^y Poyds'b wi iters should 
consider u as favouring their ducirme 
of a stock of mt Ills m thcchurcb^found- 
wl oil works of supererogation} ‘Islucc, if 
it refer/ed to them at all, (which there 
is no reason to imagine,) it would ra 
ther expose, than encourage any depen- 
dence upon them. 



Btit '^hefooi^ camt too late^ and are shutout ‘ 

.wacly nent in with they came to the bridajkhousc, they went in with 

alS ^the*^'(ioSr”^as marrioge-feast ; and, to prevent chs- 

shut. tufbance, the door was shut and fastened. 

iiAftci ward came And Some time after (he other virgbis also^^^\ 

knocking at the door, called with 
opfu to U'' ’ greadtiiportunity , saying, Sir, Sir, we desi re y oa 

would open to us, who are also some of your 
guests^ though ^ by unfortunate accident \vc 
12 But he answer- are corne a little too late. But he, b^ing unwil- 12 
'4 MfcfyJuJ to,' •■"g be disturbed in the feast, and to open the 

V ou not . door again , answa’ed them , saymg, rrulij, I say 

ukto yoif^ I know you not whehco you arej** my 
house is already furnished with guests, and I 
will admit no more. I'hiis these tiionghtless 
creatures entirely lost both their labour and ex- ' 
pence, meeting with nothing but disappointment 
and shame. And such will be your case if you 
content yourselves with a mere empty prohs. 

Sion of religion, while you sink into a c»irclcss 
and negli^ent^ conduct, and remain destiture of 
that principle of real piety which oiiglit to give 
lustre and vigour to it. 

1 1 vVat.h tiuTC- See to \t^' therefor^, that you niaiutain a con- I'J 
ion*, tor ye know nei- gtant waich, hot presuming on preparanons to be 

h-.ur wi„ ,0.1, the Son hereafter j/ar, your removal may he much 
ot iii.iii conieih more sudden than you are aware, and ye kiwio 
neither the day nor the hour hi which the. Son 
of man Cometh to receive Ins prepared people 
to himself, and for ever to exclude the hypo- 
crite and the sinner from the enteriaimneuts of 
his heitvenly kingdom. 

impucvement/'-; *' 

I-Ei’ US apply o^r hearts to the pbviouf Instructions which this Mai. 
well-known parable so naturally suggesj^. \ye arv* wunc^r areli- ^ 
^tons profession: our lamps are iu oiir hands ; aiul we forth 
as those that expect to meet Christ; as those that desire and houc 
to b(‘ admitted Xo tfetgnarriage-supper of the Lamb. Ihii, alas, 
how few are ther^, |hat are truly pt'^pdred ft>r such a blessediu‘ss ! 
Would to .God thit there were reaSoiijfco h,0pc that the Chistmi^^ 3^ 4 
church were io equally divided, fl^t jJi/c of ten in it had the oil 

werf.j , This Ciwuinstane^ sucb a pretc, ('p, nnnht have been multi- 
in ih^ 'jpat'Able IS not absurd for nothing jslied beyond all i-easou and onrit cnioooe. 
iiiOmatrd .1 |,(,i(>oiih 1 acqunuitance with At lea.st rtg bigi.itienney iif t''( appHea' 

>li( in, and jjue9(3a^>kin!i‘a,diiiit(ai]ce vrttii Ooa is \ery appaiont and, inip 'ltant i ' 



568 ' * Reflections on the parable of the ten virgins, 

• * I 

<l*vino {Trace in their hearts, to render them burmie and shin- 
7 / 24 » lights f 

'*V"vV even such as have it, be upon their guard; for our Lord 
r • intimates, that the wise, as weJl as the foolish 'virgins, are too apt 
to shonber (nut sUfp, and carelessly to intermit that watch which 
6they ought coiistanily to maintaui. There may be, at an unex- 
pected tuiu', a midnight cry. Happy the souls that can hear it 
with pleasure ; heiug not only habitually, but actually readif to 
(/bey the simnnoiis! Hapjiy they, that have their loins girded, 

’ and rheir layips burning! (Luke xii. 35 ) 

S, 9 y{\e foolish virgins saw their error too late : they applied to the 

icise ; but their application was vain. Ami as vain will the hope 
of those be who trust to the intercession of departed saints, or 
any supposed redundancy of merit m ihem, wlnle they arc thern- 
10— jy selves strangers to a holy temper and life. In vam wdl they 
iivy,Lord, Lord, open tons. The door of mercy will be 
for ever, and tlic workers of inujuit^ utterly disowned. 7 he 
dai/ of grace \vA'^ its limits; aiul for those that have trifled it 
away, there romainelh nothing but the blackness oj darkness for 
ci'Cr. (Jude, ver. n.) 


SECT. CLXV. 


C/i 


hnst repeats the parable of the td^nfs, in a form some 
different Jrom that in which he kdd before delkercd it, 
XXV. U-30. 


something 
iMat. 


MAT. XXV. 14. MAT XXV U 

SECT. JLRUS, having delivered the preceding parable poK the kinjiihm of 
of the virgins, went on farther to illustrate* 
the subject by the lepetmon of a parole re- 
XXV. sembliugonc which lie had used some tunc be- his- •^n'scn ants., an.i 
14fore; (Luke six., 12 t- 27, & cxliv.) and said, unto tium 

Let me again remind you of thegn'at importance ^"*‘**‘’ ' 

of preparing for my coming by a diligent, im- 
provement of your gifts the time when [the 
Son of man] shall come, and the grand adminis- 
tration of jiidgment attending it, [will be] as 
the proceedings of maw [who] going a Ippg 
jmimey, called his strv&nts together, and delmr- 
isedhis effects to thril: 4nd to^e of them At J* 
gave file talents,^ and to andlhcr, two, and to tofluotiiertwo. and 


* Tfe OM he gave Jive talenli,] Accord- 
fgrtd Dr. Pridc^ux's calculation, if these 

re talcntsi of gold, ihc value of the 


file must have been 36,000 pbiuidg ‘Ster- 
ling, nod if silver, 2250 pounds, (See 
tbia Fteface to bis ConnecUon, p. 20.) 



The parable of the talents. 389 

to another o»fe ; to ai^thermr; to every mun according to his re- rect* 
foSfileveraUblhtT Capacity ro manage the sum, and to the ci,scv-. 

and sttai/^way took prospect there might reasonably be of his im- 
has journey, proving it : and immediately he leent away^ andxxv. ra 
set forward on Ins journey. 

16 Then he that htwho had received the five talents, wentlG 

had receded the five and engaged in business, and traded with them 
tolents, w« nt and diligent a ntafiuer during the absence of 

and made /Am other his master, that be ooubletl the sum, and pro- 

five talents, duced five talents more. And in like manner hell 

^ho had [received] the two was^so industrious 
tworhe ato ”amed employing them to the befiti) ad vantage, that 
othei two. he aieo gained two ‘more. But he who hud re - 1 $ 

reJeii^ed ^Ijne^'^wTot being til splcased that 'le 
amri^ggeT^^mThe intrusted with no more, was seized 

^.nrth, nnd hid his With sullcn nidolenceaiul servile fear, and Wd*«/ 
lord’s money. ,away directly, and*auempted no improvement 
be It, but privately dipgtd [a hole] in the earth, . 
and hid his master's moficy m it, till he should 
return home. 

1 .) After a long Thus thi^ matter passed off for a while; hit 19 
iinicthe loidofthoifO after wme Considerable time, the master of those 
ror'kone^^^^^^ jermiifo caMes home and makes up his accounts 

them. "With them, demanding from eacfi the sum with 

^ been intrusted, and inquiiing wliat 
h.<l tb» i1f(^rest he had iraincd by. it. 
it'iiis oanu>, ,and And he nho hffd received the five talents came 20 
bronpht uther five near, atid brought other'' five talents with them, 

STlhoa Wiml «!?»«■> ‘S'W'. t*'®" pfeased sg far to intrust 
edet unto me fiis me, that thou didst deliver to me five talents, 
tnlentsj behold, 1 when sectiiTg out on thy journey ; and such is 
th( m tSents irtiprovetncnt 1 have made ot them, that he^ 
moi p hold, I have doubl^tl t;he sum, and gained to them 

21 Ills lord M five talents mare. AhdM$m!astcr said unto him, 2\ 

th<m g0od:yM.M¥“l 

ful servant; thou ha^t been faiihf^ in the matiagenieiit of a 

And perhaps this great snrn was ehosen,. ters'is very iodeterminate. 
to intimate the value and importance b WidtUont, thmimodandfaUhful te/von/.] 
those capacities and i^pp>rtUDitieg coin- The ofiginai word iv has a peculiar force 
mitted to every reOMC^le creature, andf*? far beyond what 1 can cx- 

especially to «very'^r<>fesBingChrislian.v in, English. It was used 

But I donot Jay ai^vcry greatfiUeiisoo," orapectniois in any public 

this remark, because it i^, plaip', tbai^ exercise, to expiess the highest applause 
Houtkr uses the word>»kaiv)cvfbr a when any part had been excellenttv per- 
'<ltpothapsasin.illwedge of gold, ofedQ- formed. Bra^ely dune^ comes some- 
sl^abiy less value then Jim pric<rDf two thing near it, but is sot equally elegant 
fat oxen, [Iliad 4^. ver'7i0, 731}. so the or foroibje. 
signification of it among ^nuch later wn* 



390 . The faithful semints are rezvarded for improving them: 

few things ; and, having proved thee to be so faithful 

in this lower trust, Iwdl prefer thee to a high- J17i’'makTttI'ee”?uio[ 
er, and set ihee over many moire valuable things over many ihmgt. : 
than these ; in the mean time, enter thou into c“ter ihou into the 

21 thejny of thy master , and share with me in tJie 
banquet prepared for myseff and my friends, . 
gn this happy occasion of niy return. 

22 He also who had received the two talents came tJiat 

forvvaids, and said^ Sir, thou wert so indulgent, 

that thou didst deliver to me at thy going hence Lord, tho« dehver- 
tzio talents, wliich I have endeavoured tg em- unto me two 
ploy as carefully I could ; and behold, by traf- 
fictino with them 7 have gained two other idents other talmts^bcsidT-' 

2 3 to them. And his master said unto him, as he them 

bad done to the former, Well done, thou good i**®'*^ 

andjaithj id servant, thy care and diligence is good and faithful mm - 
as agreeable to me as il thy ti;ast had. been grea^«« yant; thou hast hem 
cr ; thou hast been (widently faithful in a /tW l^'cr » few 
I flings ; and I will m like manner prefer thee thee ruici over main 
to a higher trust, and sii thee over many more thiiyjs; enter thou 
valuable things than these: in the 'nican time, 
come to the entertaimnent now prepared, and 
enter thou with thy companion into the joy of 
thy master. 

24 Blithe also who had received the orfijakni,^ , 

came ami mid, with a sullen and glpOiriy conn- IlfilrTautV'' au^ 
tenance, Sir, l-knexv thee, that thou art a severe said, Lord, i knew 
man^ and that it is a' j- very difficult tbing»to J*'®** ^“hou artan 
please thee, since thou art so exact with thy 
servants, as even to think of reaping where thou sown, and gathenns 
didst not sow, and of gathering whence thou lustm r 

hadst not scattered any thing that could he ' 
taken up; requiring more ip mapy instances than 
it is possible for tneip do, he tbeyj'.'fiVer so 

25 careful: yi/ld vidththi8"iRought/« ^ And 1 a. 
I concluded that, if by any,,aqciaentihy.inoMy-J^f^, 
should miscarry undiw, my management, thou 
wouldst shewme no mercy i^»arffi,tlierefore'/ 2 ¥?<r«f 
azeay, as soon as 1 had received it^ajdhid thy <a- 
lent in the earth, iaa pl^«%4i|gtjjp| been very^!--. 


® Ue who had rccchrd the Lteatfh® arChliSil c^otlrtuiiitie*. of 

This ijQay intimato that wc art* act^iunt* ^v{ci|, shl^mto fbrgdtthcy fjAvc mther 
Able for thr smalleiit advantages »itli' anj^'in^ter" in heaven to borve, of^aiiv 
■which we are intnmrd ; but it CAnnot fntum tedcotiingto expect Land many 
imply that they who have receive much of them rhbdhr themsejics much' inoro 
will oidimirilv pass Uieir accotmt In-sti criminal than this wicked and Uothfn^ 
forjjjl^ too plcun in fact, lhat most of tenant who^tt/Ai/ i^hnl in Ihe en'l’i 
U’olBrJsosc dignity, wtaalth, piitl g»-i'Uts>, ' ' ‘ J 



But the sbihfid is condemned for his negligence. 

• * 
earth: lo, th!8rc thon secure ; SO that I have now taken it up, and be- snetf, 
ha^t that h thine. [there] t/lou hast thine ou'fi again, and will clxv'; 

^ find it to be; the full sum 1 received. ' 

26 Hi9 lord an- Audhu master an^weiing^stiiduvto him vi\\h ^xv 
Joium, Tho“iKked “ indignation, llm kicM And stotlifklser-^b 
and slothful servant, vnnt, what a false and seandaloiis exuisc is this, 

thou kneweat that 1 anci bOw easily may it be retoried upon thee! Kor 
leap * ^ J if It were indeed, as thou maliciouslv gayest, and 
I Jiavd not strawed. t nou Kiieu'esi imt 1 ivas such a tyraniiK-al and 
unreasonable man as thou hast described, evcMi 
that J reap where I did not sow, and expect to 
gather something up from vbhence I had not 
t scattei*edSt, ihou mightcst cerftuuly depend up- 
on it that 1 should expect to reap where I had 
sowed, and to gather where 1 had scattered that 
which, in this instance, as well as the others, 

27 Thou oughtest might liavc been an increasing seed. And there- 27 
Jhmforetn iiavcput fore, if tliou badst been afraid to employ it in 

u" trade, as these my faithful servants have done, 

<'hang<‘r«i, and tljon r j i ^ 

at m\ coming \ t holt snoutdst have put my moy]e\) to the bankers 
should ha\c received upon suffitiicot' security ; and thus when I cam f 
rakVtherrioi'e ^ '*uight at least have received mine own mth the 
thJ talent from him, comiuon interest. And then, turning to the at- 28 
and give it unto him .tciidants, he said,i7fl^*e ye therefore the talent 
lint's^ which he l^as thus abused from him, ayid ^ive if 

to him that' has ttn talents, as a farther tt)ken of 
29 For unto etcry niy acceptance and favour. For 1 would !Ki\t*2y 
om* that hath shall he all rriy servants observe,' that I shall corktantly 
gnen, and bp shall ^ mdxim in my behaviour, 'I’hat to 

fiom him that bath that hath, and diligently iinpiuvos 

uot shall betaken a- what he hath, more shall be given, and he shall 
have ahunihnwe r him that hath not 

‘‘‘ ■ improved it to any valuable’purpose, even what 

^ he ha^ kkdll be taken dmb ; ( compare Mat. x iii . 
ivfatk iv, 'iz5 ; Luk^viti. 18; xi'C.JG.) Such 
’ linfaithful creatures toost expect I o be stripped 
of all, and not imagine tl^t I vtill ])erpetually 
suffer my trusts to; be abused, and my business 
oO And ca9t j'c the to be neglected. And, to deter others fromiJO 

conduct, m<:t ye the 

there shall he weep- iinprofitable'Hrvam^ tyho.haa so wickedly abused 
and gnashing of my gbodficss^ into Me 'dreadful darkness whuh 
is without i and there, instead of the delight and 
joy to wjiicfa my faithful seivants shall be intrp- 
duced, there shall be notlnng but iveeping and 
gnashing of the teeth. I^ow this horribie^rk- * 
ness, to which my parable refers, is no*hci 


lug 

teeth, 


' '' 

K 



392 , Reflectiom on the ditt^ of improving our . talents, 

SECT, than the dungeon of hqll ; to which every un- 
cExv. faitldiil servant must expect to he condemned 
that approaching day of general account: fail 
not lliertdorc to obseive and report what I now 
30 say, that it may give the alarm to ail who need 
it. 


, IMPUOVEMFNT. 

AVjiat can excite us to a becoming care and activity in the 
duties of life, if wc are deaf to those various and important ino- 
ti\e» winch this excellent parable suggests? We have each of 
us received our taltnfs, whether /fvc, or (wOf or 07ie ; and if we 
Maf hc/aithful, it matters not much under which of these classes we 
.XXV. Jj fall. ()ur acceptance and reward will be proportionable to our 
diligence; nor will any be blamed becainni he has not received 
fivdj though many will be coiidemiuid for neglecting one. 

19 Yet a little while, and our Lord cennes ia veckon with ns, and 
even now his eye is continually upon us. Let ns ask our ow'n 
souls, with what temper, with W'hat courage, with what clieer- 
fulness, sliall we appear before him! Lotus think of that ap- 
2^pearance with awe, but not with terror. Away with every un- 
just thought and reasoning, (with whatever artifice it be exens- 
cd, with whatever honourable name it be dignified,) that w'ould 
, represent him as a rigorous and severe Master, and produce a 
servile dread, which would cut the sindws of industry, and sink 
the soul into a sullen negligeiitt despair. 

30 A¥liatover our particular snares in life may he, let us think. of 
\\ic doom \{\c slothful servant i lo awaken our souls, and to 
deter us from every degree of iififaitijfuhtpss. And, on the 
other hand, let ijs often reflect on the unutterable transport 
which will oveiflow the breast of every re^ Christian, when his 
gracious Master shall condescend, un so honourable a manner, to 
, comnieinordtc his honest, though fttteinpts of service ; 

21, 23 and shall say, ‘ thm good ^^mthful servant: thou, 

hast been faithful in ajhst iftingSi-I make:, thee ruler over 
77 iany things: enter ihoii into the joy tflhif May that joy 

be the gieat object of oqr hopes and piirsQits I and may our daily 
care.m the improvement of talent Mg^d in our hands, be 
a token to us, that it will be surp 49td great f. 



iJhrUt gives a description of the last judgment. 390 
SECT. CLXVI. 

Xhrist concludes this mporttmi discourse with a plain tmif affect- 
ing description of the last Judgment, and of the different sen- 
tences then to be passed and c.recuted on the righteous and the 
wicked. Mat. XXV. 31, to (he end. 

MAT. XXV. 31 . MAT. XXV. 31. 

W IIKN the Son of OtUL ord, having hitherto described his last scci. 

^ man shall come coming 111 !i paraliolical manner, tliouglit it ci-xvr. 
m his glory, and all proper to Conclude his discourse with a plainer 
him, Uien shall he sit accouiit of It, wfiicli might scrviJ as a key to 
upon the throne of many preceding passages; and’ he added, When^^^ 

Mm glory. grgat and illustrious Person, whom you 

have so often heard of, and so well known, by 
the title oi the Son of man., shall come in all his 
final glory,* in the most public honours o[ his 
meidiatorial kingdom, to which ail things shall 
then be completely subjected ; (1 Cor. xv. 25, 

28.) and all the holy angels, who have long 
been subjected' to him as his ministering ser- 
vants, shall come with him ; then shall he sil 
upon his glorious and majestic thi'one, conspi- 
cuous in (he eyes of the whole world, as the 
./z And before jura universal Jtidgfj. jind all the nations of men, 3 

mtloM.al'a'retlian •*»''« ••''*<* from' the remotest ages 
'trpaute tiiora one pf time, shall be assembled before him, and 
irora anrHiKir at a hc skofl sepavutc them froiH each other, accord- 
syKt^p^*^ irom different characters which he most 

;;.)ats perfectly knoWN, with as much case as a shep- 

herd separates the sheep wdiich belong to Ins 
flock, /rom the goats ‘which may be mingled witli 
tliem, and pj^es them iu distinct coinpamus. 

,'} And i.L* .‘jiull th^iSj, theriglite()iis,3 

,“tibi; siu ep on his jj,, wHI own as siich, and whose cliaiac- 
ters resemble the innocence, meekness, and 
usefulness of that animal, on his right-hand, in 


“ When the Son of man shall cam in his 
glory. ] if we observe thoC^espondence 
between iht'se wordft and ^low in chap. 
v\iv 30, 31 (p 37J>), if may seem pro- 
bable, that Christ intended to teach bis 
disiiplts to conceive irf his/rt/ cowHTjj to. 
tlie destruction of Jerusialoni as a kind 
of ernhiem of h)H final appearance lojmlg- 
<nen!; end eonseqiientiy it will authorise 
ns to use somr oi the texts in theh)iraei 
dijpl'-r when discoinsing of that great 
.tiid inipoitenl day, — I hope every read- 
<’i *will observe with what ui.ijcsty and 
;iaiirh:iii our Lord speaks of hirnsclf in 
' " '.‘'ctiii'j, which is one cf the noblest 


instances of Uio true sublime that 1 h.are 
any* where rcMdj and indeed few pas. 
89 gev, evoninthe sacred wiitings thnn- 
setves, to equal it Methinks we 
can hanllr read it witbout imaguiiTig 
ourselves bcfc^e tfic .mful tribunal it 
describes, 

.411 the nations shall be u^tsembkil hefnr 
him ] Had the notion wMicb prevjil<.(l 
among some later Jews, that (he Clcntdcs 
^houMha\e»o pari in the reviireclion, 
been as old .as out Lprd’s time, it n, e.ii.y 
to see^tbesf words might have been un- 
derstood as a diiect intended oppijsiti <n 
to Jt. . 



rezvard th^ 7'ightcous for their kifidftiss to Mm : 

SECT, token of his favour to them, and of the farther nsirt-hand, but the 
ctxvf. honours he will bestow upon them ; but the goats j 
that IS, the wicK^^tl, who are so offensive to him, 
xxv. that they may justly be ^represented by goats, 

23 he shall place on [/u.f] kfl^ to intimate his dis* 
pleasure against them, and their final removal 
• from amongst his people; nor shall thehaugh. 
ticst and mightiest sinner be able to resist that 
appointment by which he is placed in this situ- 
ation to avoid Ills sentence.® (Compare Ezek. 
xxxiv. 17, 1-8.) 

34 Then^ when by the ministry of the angelic 34 Then shall the 
jitU ndants they are thus separated from each K'**? !>ay 
Other, the groat King of glory and of grace, come, ye bkssed ot 
who presides over this grand solemnity, shall^ my Father, inherit 
with the most condescending endearment, sau prepar- 

to them an his right-hand, Come, ye . blessed foundation of" tiir 
and favourite people of my Father, approach woild -. 
yet nearer to me, that, having been assessors 
with me in wliat yet remains of this day’s awful 
prbcceclings (1 Cor. vi, 3), you may go in with 
me to inherit the kingdom of holiness, glory, 
and joy, appointed for your portion in the Di- 
vine purpose and ciccreb, and prepared for you 
‘^^from the foundation of the world. And I am 

now descended to receive you to this kingdom ga\Tnie mrat" mv al 
witii all tlie-iC public marks of approbation and thirsty, amiyt gavu 
honour; for I well remember your good deeds «innk. i w.is a 
in the days of your flesh, .and fdt my own 
bowels refreshed by them, when I was hungiy, 
and ye gave me [food ] to eat; when 1 was 
thirsty, and ye caused mejo dnnk; wh^xCIwas 
a stranger, dwtyf took me in pne of your 36 Naked, .md yc 
36 own families ; ^Vhen 

dothed me; vvlien I das Scic, 'fttd ye j^^ed "f’f'itsmjmon, 
afer me;^ when I was shut up tn thesolflude, and ye (amo unto 
confinement, arid affliction of o^pidsoiiy and ye me. 

I^or shall tbpTiavigbtiestjU;iaer,i^p.3 WQt.fuk, and ^ loolrd after me.] 

1 can nn.it^me no This Beetns;ftM» exuctcst sense of 3-ntaM- 

iinaj^c ihan this; ttOrM •i'OiirSt ^*, 1 , which in general signifies to 

distinguished with snVw hircl’ridg pene- ' take the ovetij^ht andcate of any thingth.it 
tr.ition, und dixtrihutej into two gnuid requires diligetit jnspectum and attend- 
classes, with as much rule, as sheep and Ptibe : ^(copipare Jam. t. $7, and Eimncr. 
goats aifi i.itig< d by a shepherd in diOhr- pbsert. Vol. I. p. 117); and it strongly 
ent companp'o. — I'hd pmpriety with intimates that fuch an attendance on tbe 
which our spr-aki^of himself in the poorin their ittn'oss is a \pry acceptable 
fullowing ttoids, by the title of thr Kmfe charity •. and this is what many may have 
is \ery ubservablc ^ and it adds uuulter- aii opportunity of doing who have very 
able bf’aiity to the Condoscenduig words little money to spare. - * 

hr 1 !, i(.|)rci>ciitcd as speaking on this 
great orrasion. 



But the wicked shall be punished for neglecting him. 


395 


jTThen shall the 


see thee sick y or in pHson, and^came to thee for 
thy relief? -We never saw thJfee, blessed Lord, 


cflwie kindly to condole with me in ihy suffer- sr.cr. 
ings, and to relieve my necessities tlierc. 

Then shall the I'ighteous^ in humble amaze- 

be «»<iy « ''»«»'«• 

sai wc thee an hiih- what service were we ever capable of doing 
gcred, and fed i/iee* thec, that we can descrve such notice from thee? 

IVhen did we ever see thee hungry^ and fed » 

38 When saw we \theef] QT thivstf^ and caused. [ihee\ to drink 9 
rhec a sti-uipcr, and Or when did we ever see thee in the destitute 38 
look /Acc in ’ oi nak- condition of a stranger^ and took [thee] in 9 or 

39 Or when naked ^ and clothed\iheey\ Or when did ice ever 

we thee sick, or rn 
pDsoi), and came un- 

’ in such circumstances of distress, nor ever had 

an opportunity of shewing any such kindness to 
thee, that thop shouldst now distinguish us in 
such ntanrfcr, and spepk so honourdhiy of the 
service we have done thcc. - 

40 And the King ^ind the King , answering with renewed con - 40 

exalted throne, shall not 
^ay inuo j’ou, In as disdain to' I Well know that ye 
miiciiaivc have done abounded ii\ sucb kind and , compassionate ac- 
tions to the necessitous and afflicted saintsaround 
i i havt done i( unto = ^^id venl^ I suy unto lyou^ In 08 much as 
»i‘‘ ye did [iV] linto oneofdhe least and poorest oj 

these my dear brtthren^ who now stand with you 
in this happy company, ye in effect did \it] to 
met* apd 1 declare It in the face of all the world, 

That 1 take and reward it as if 1 had been re- 
lieved in person, and joyfully welcome you to 
that bless^it world, where you shall be for ever 
reaping, the iiarvek of diese labours of love. 

41 Then shall he TtAcn, wh:t|aj)is faithful servants arc thus ac- ii 

iti “."i^'lvpsrt aridi&i^ared, he sA«»tnm and also 

fiuni me, yc rursed, ^0 them ou the left hand. Depart from me ye 

inu» c\t*ias,ting fin:, 6’w?"A^djand detestable crealures, Meagoiiies 

fjiTiiTim ^ that and unquenchable which 

1 an Jb 11 wasorigimilypreparedforthedeviland/iisan- 
whose companions you must for ever be 

42 For I was ^ to^cins ofVarror jap’d despair. And ye 42 

, c,anno]i hut know in your Qiwn'ohnscicnces that ye 


« Vc fi/d it' to me J ' That ahns-i^eds. 
itliuuld b^ieiaemhei-pd with ]»Kuliar ro- 
jiaid 111 tl]l^,day of judgment, was a no- 
tion tliat early pic'iaik'tl'iiniongthejcws, 
•*!i appear^ l»y tjie Cimideo Paraphrase on 
Kfv’li's. IX. 7 . which bears a remarkable 
anihlnnce totbene words of Christ, and 
, mii-ht perhaps he an imitation ot them 


' ^ tripotedforihe dciU and his nv^eh'\ 
lliere «• a remarkatde diliorcnee betiveen 
Our Jj>rd’s expression here, eipd in i cr '34 
There the kingdom is snid to hai e been 
prepntedfof the righteous from thefa mdatwn 
of ike •Jtnrbt;^ whereai^erc tlieeici lasting 
fire IS riot said to hwe been pi /’pan d tor 
the Kjihed, lint/oi (ho devit ami hn amu A 

Ijf 12nili 



396 ; What is done to the brethren he regards as done to himself. 

SEcr. well deserve it ; far I was hungry, and ye J/rf ami ye 

CLxvi not ^ive vie so uiucli as bread to eat. ; 1 was thirs- tTirsty, an^d^ye 
and ye did nut give vie so inuch as water to garre me no'drmk. 
},k\.isdnHh ; / was wandering among you as a poor *3 ^ was a stran 
Uc\\A-‘.s^ stranger, and ye did not take me %% a- ^[*in"Jji*J”and yc 
inong your doinestics and guests; 1 was na/re^fyctotbedmcnot. srek, 
and ye did not clothe me ; 1 was sicky and in pri- ®f‘‘* ^ pnson, and yo 
and ye did not took after we, or do any 
thing at all for iny relief* 

4 ^ 1 'hen shall they also answer and say unto him ,* 44 Then shall titty 

Ixurdy we are surprised at so strange a charge, 
and cannot apprehend ourselves liable to it ; for «e thee an hungered, 
when did we ever see thee hwigry, or thirsty , or athiriit, orastran- 
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in pristmy 
and did not to the best of onr abilities minister uioistcr unto thcc ^ 
to thee i If \vc had ever seen thee in distress, 
we would not have neglected to relieve thee ; 
but we had never any opportunity of doing it. 
d5 Aud then shulUie answer them-, sayingyrerily 45 Then shall ho 
J say unto you, and declare it in the most so- them, savinjr,^ 
lemn manner, Tliat inasmuch as ye did [tV] not .is*murh°ls 
to one.oj the least of these once nc'cesaitnus, ye did not to one 
though now triumphant saints, who dwelt among of the least of these, 
you on earth,, and neetied vour assistance, ye dtd ^ 

[I/] not to me; and I jostly thought tnysdf ne* 
glected and injured when you shut op the 
bowels of } our cumnwasioii towards them. 

And so, to conclude aiU these tniaetable 4(i And tho^r shnii 
wretches, notwithstanding all the excuses they P 
cmwfy.skMgo sxeai/ into a most Jwa^ol itubLiiricu ™n‘ 
State of everlasting punishment ; bu^ the hfe etenwi 

oils, tliFObigh the abundant grace of God mani^^ 
i'ested by hi$ Soq, shall enter ijUo^ everlasting 
Ife and thus the great aci^^^’dosein 
eternal happiness oi* misery of "e1?ery buman 
creature who has ever lived on thip face .df this ■ 
earth, ’ ' 

> Then shall theg (dso^ntfr, 4saJ iPet- la of those to whom it will 

hap't it may only bt* > 

the language of Uieir (Sirlst •• MOertatthig pumsJmeat, — everlasting 

ptrcciv.ujj, will reply to’ife.' i geeoo iw- /*/>.] . As^of»fl:inAl vord (wiaviov is the 
c’vssity he supposing they shall actiial* ssino ia both plaoos, I thought it proper 
ly plead thi.s. ,Multitu<le»wiU dodowht tOusA tho siUnw w6rd in tho translation 
r’cmciiihei- they liaic often lieard what Fc- of hotti;, AiidmUersbleare^y thaldarw 
ply ^v'll tie made to a plea: Cod youturo their sQuts' on its ub- 
giaut tliat none who it' here may be mited duration m either. 



Reflections on the sentence he will pass on the wicked ; 


IMPROVFMKNT. 

. Let ns now bohold, with an attentive eye, and a solicitous sf.ct. 
Iteait, the end of all the livmg; that awful scene, in whi<*b clwi. 
the various dtspensations of God to mankind shall terminate in 
the solemn day, when the Son of man shall come in his gl ry, andxs\\3j 
sit on his magnificent throne. All nations and people shall be%<y, 
assembled before him, dA\di we must make up a part of the assem- 
bly 71 ie sheep and the goals must then be sepo rated: and, O 
my soul, amongst which wilt thou tlien be numbered? Is there 
an inquiry, is there a care of greater, of equal, of comparable 
importance? 

Let u-* view the sentence we must shortly bear, as he who will 
himself pronounce it has been pleased to give us a copy of it. — 

Cun we conceive any thing more dreadful than that which shall 41 
be passed on those on the left hand? To be driven from the pre- 
sence of Christ as accursed, and to be consigned over to a de- 
vouring fire! and this not only to the tortures of a moment, or 
an hour, (as in some painful executions that have bt'cn known 
here,) but to everlu^'fing fiire^ yea to fire prepared Jor the devil ' 
and his angels^ whcie t'ley will be perpetual companions, and 
|>er|ietual tormentors! Should not the thought that he is in 
danger, in hourly danger, ofheinir sealed up under this sen- 
ttiuce, awaken the most stupid dinner', and engage him eagerly 
to cry out, What shall I do to be saved? - And on whom is this \2y\o 
sc'iiteiiee passed ? Let us atUiitively obser\c it! Not merely on 
the must gross and abandoned sinner^, but on those who have 
lived in an fiabitual neglect ot their duty : not merely on those 
who Iiavc ravaged and fierseruted the saints, (though surely 
their fmmace will be heated seven times hotter than that of 
others,) but even on those who have negleeied to relieve them. 

On the utlier hand, let us seriously refiect wbat it will be, to 
be owned by Christ before the sissembled world ; and to hear 
him saying with a sweet smite, and with a vofee ol harmony and 
love, Come^ ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-z^ 
pared for you from the Joandftion Cff the world How infinite is 
the love that prepared that kmgdoiii lor us before we had a be- 
ing! how rich the blood that purchased it! how overHowing the 
grace that bestows k on such mean, .such undeserving creatures! 

Bless the Lordy 0 our souk! in the pfc^>ect of it. Let men 
cu}\ie, 0 Lord, if thou wilt thus ble^s: (Psal. cix. 28.) Let them 
load our names with infamy, if thou wilt adorn them with such 
glory; let all the kingdoms of the earth, and all the pouq) of 
then9,’bedespis(.‘d and trampled under toot, wiien olFercd as an 
equivalent for this infinitely more glorious kingdom. 

Let us attentively observe the churaeter of those who are to 33^%' 
deceive it. They are the Useful, and the benevolent souls: sneh 



3 ^ and on his favour lo tM righteous in the fudgment-daj/. 

sKcr. as have loved the Lord Jesus Chriftty not only in bis name, anci 

ctxvi. ordinances, and promises, biit have loved him in his law's, and in 
his people too; and have known him in those humble forms in 
which he has been pleased, as it were by proxy, to appear 
among ns. I was hung7\y, and ye fed nie; thirsty, and ye gave 
me drink, &c. ; for in as much as ye did it to one of the least of 
these my brtih'en,ye did it unto me. Amazing words! that the 
meanest saint should be owned by the King of glory as one of 
his brethren! Irresistible argument to those that do indeed be- 
lieve these words, to stir them up to abound in eveiy good word 
andxcork! Under this impression, methinks, instead oi hiding 
ourselves from those who should be to us as our own fiesh by 
virtue of our common union to him, we should not only heark- 
en to their entreaties, but even search them out in those corners 
to w'hich modest want may sometimes retire, and cast about in 
our thoughts how we may secure any happy opportunity of re- 
lieving some poor saint, for their sakes, and for their Master's, 
and even /or our own. What if Christ came to us in person, as 
a poor helpless What if we saw him destitute of food 

and raiment, or in want of any other necessaries of life ? Should 
we not contend for it as an honour which of us should receive 
him into our houses, which of ns should entertain him at our 
table, which of us should even strip ourselves of oui' clothing 
lo give it to him ? And yet he tells us, that he is in cflect with 
with us in his poor members; and we invent a thousand cold ex- 
cuses for neglecting to assist him, and send our compassion- 
ate Saviour away empty. Is this the temper of a Christian? 
Is this the temper in which we should wish to be found at the 
judgment-day? 

44^45 But we know not 6V/7’z.yMn this disguise. Neither did these 
unhappy creatures on the left hand know him : they arc surpris- 
ed to be told of such a thing; and yet are represented as ])e- 
rishing for it. Away therefore with, all those religious hopes, 
(vainly so called,) which leat'etfbe I#eart hardened, and the hand 
contracted from good works! If rue shut up the bowels of com- 
passion from our brethren, how dwelleth the love of God in us? 
(1 John iii. n ) Or to what doth thelwe o/ Christ constrain us, 
if It be not to the exercise of gratitude to him, and tlie offices 
of cheerful and active friendship to those whopi he now owns as 
( his brethren, and wh^ he will not be ashamed to call so in the 
, midst of his highest triumph ? Blessed Jesus, how munificent art 
, thou ! and what a fund of charity didi>t thou lay lip in the very 
I words which are now before us! In all ages 'since they were 
spoken, how mawy hungry hast thou fedy how many n^fetd hast 
thou clothed, how many calamitous creatures hast thou relieved 
f>y^them ! May they he written deep in uui* hearts; that the joy 
with vihich we shall finally meet tliec, may be increased by 
l,.ipn\ edcLi of tins day’s meditation ! 



‘ . Th^ passover was now within ixvo daijs, ' . ,390 


; SEC T. CLXVII. 

'The Jcd inh rulers consult hqw they might take Chist, and Judas 
agrtt's with them to deliver him privately into their hamU, 
Mai. XXVI 1-5.14—16. Mark XIV. ‘l, 2, 10, 1 1. Luke 
XXI. 37, to the end. XXII. 1—6. 


IKK* x\'i. y7. 

i> m the day- 
tiiiM'lic* njs tf‘acli- 
in{;intlK'tciijplc,aii(l 
:it niijlil lu* went out, 
.ind alirtilf 111 the 
III. mill lii.it IS callod 
/'.I* mount cii OJjn's. 


's mid all the peo- 
ple c'aiiu- earlv iii the 
mot 11111 ^ to him in 
tlu‘ toinple, fui to 
he ir hiiti 


LUKE XXI. 37. 

^^HUS our Lord ended liis di.srourses on t!jis 
subject on the third day of the week in 
which he sufFered ; and thus he was generally 
employed from the time of his public entry into 
Jerusalem, to his last passover: he was teach- 
ing by day in the tempky and at night he went 
outoi the city, and lodged at the mount called 
[themounf] of Olives y in the neighbourhood of 
which Bethany lay ; in tlie retirement of wliich, 
particularly in the garden of Gethsemane, he 
often .spent a considerable part of the night; be- 
ino dcMrous to secure that only season of soli- 
tude, that he might prepare himself for his ap- 
proaching siiiFeriiigs by a proper senes of extra- 
ordinary devotion. And as soon as it was light, 
he returned to the city; and all the people came 
early in the morning to him in the temple^ that 
they might thus lay hold of every opportunity 
to near him ; and he was solicitous not to lose 



Luke 
XXL 37 


33 


any time that might be improved for so profit- 
able a purpose. 

T 1I I.P XXII. 1, It ,n;,y imT)roper here to observe, 

k-!ucVcVhrluidrTw the, Jcak of unUaveued bread, which twitj ^ 
ni^ii, uiiKh is, lulled commonly called the passover, drew neas', [an(i\ 

V Is ntliruo celebrated within two daps after our Lord 

fuii^k delivered the propliecies and admonitions 

X,XVT, 1. so largely recorded above.* 

Ami It came t(j pnss, it (q that uhen JCSUS had Mat. 

and tlie appointed 

mss, he said uiitu his hour for his suIFeriugs was now at hand, he saut 
‘*'‘‘,1'' disciples. Ye knowjthat after two days the'^ 
at\ti two dayws^/Ji passovcr comcth ; and in the plaine.st terms I now 
U‘aaon\\M pdsjovcr, assuffi you the Son of man is then to be betray- 
and the Son of man ed to his inveterate enemies, that, according to 


* Two Says aftet,] I apprehend that which was pist two days hcfoio the jias- 
the pri’i'i'dintf discoui<«ti<; (from -^oCt. cli.) ohal Limh was cattn. — I do not liud th.it 
wercdelncredou Ihu'^l’uesd.iv ol the week any ol tho tian-action^ of the Wcdnc^d.iv 
n* winch he Siiflcrcd, and he iiruhaUiy .uc iccordi-d lics.^dts tlie gonerahm'M'iui 
i li'ri'd the fgliuw HI" n.jids that c\ cuing, giieuaboc 



4Ci&' 'And the Jeidsh rulers consult hot^ they might takehin\. 

SECT, what I have often told you, (Mat. xvi. 21. and is betrayed to be cm- 
ctxvn. XX. 18, 19.) he may be put into the hands of*^*^'®*** 
siiil’ul men to ht crucijied: prepare yourselves 
XXVI. 2 for that tryin» season, that. you may 
not be hurried into any thing whieh you may 
afterwards have reason to repent. 

Then that very evening the chief priests of 3 Then assembled 
every class, and others employed in distinguish- 
ed services in the temple, together with the scnbrs.and the eiders 
seribe}>,and the other rVi/m* of the people, who «>f the people, onto 
were niembers of the grand sanhedrim, assembled *•'« 

together, not indeed in the temple, where they CaTapha^i 

usually met, but at the palace of the high-piiest, [Maik xiv. — 1 .— 
who itms then called Caiaphas ; (as was observed ’***' *^ ~1 ' 

4 before, John xi. di), p. 262.) And there they 4 And consulted 
entered into a secret conspiracy, and consulted 

h(ne they might jirivately take Jesus by some ‘tj 

artifice, without giving an alarm to his friends, dt^th.] [Mark xiv ~ 
and might put him to death as soon as possible, xxk.— j 

which one wav or other they were determined 

5 to do. But (hey had such an apprehension of j But they ^.iid, 
his intcrc.st in the people, that some of them 

were rather for delaying if, and said, It will be i™, Imoiig t’lwp'™. 
more advisable to wait till atter the passover, pie [i.nkp, ft>i tiiey 
and not to attempt to seize him at the feast, the people ] 
while there is such a concourse in the city from 
ail parts ; lest the design that we have formed 
against him should be discovered, and consider- 
ing how popular he is, there should be a tiumdt 
raised among the people, either to rescue him 
from our Ipnds, or to revenge his death. Such 
Were the cautious sentiments of some among 
thc*.m;/<?r they feared the people; but others 
pushed the matter on witirgireater' forwardness 
and zeal, and were by no rncmJs for deferring it; 
to which at length the rest agreed, updu finding 
a more favourable opportunity than tjjey ex- 
pected, offering itself through" the treachery of 
Judas. 

Luke For Mc», just at tJigt^very junetum of tinno, Luki! xxii. 
xxH. 3 5flr/aw, by Dll me permission, Then enton d Sstan 

who was also called Iscariot, and was (as we ob- SS j'Mu’.nrrlTnll 
served before) one of the number of the twelve numbof of the 

apostles who were chosen by our Lord from the tvcclye: [Mut. xwi. 
rest of Ins disciples to the mi'st honourable Markxiv. in— j 
as well as the most endearing intirria- 



Ju4asJ^o^p (0 



cy : ^ and as this malignant spi/it had before su|* .sser. ;' 
gcsted to him the horrid design of betraying his 
Master, he now strongly impressed his uwikI'^ *^ 
that during hii retirement heitnght easily find 
' convenijLint time for executing it^'and might be 
sure of being well rewarded for it by the .ulers' 

4 An J he wn*thi* of the Jcws. Andf undtT this impression, he im-4 
^\ay niiJ commuiicd imoy from Christ and h s com- 

amlrapiaiiis.hoiv he P'lny to till* liousc of Caja:inas, WMOm he knew 
hinniii- to bc ii iiiost iiivctcratti enemy to his master; 

having found means of introducing himself, 
laf ' and communicating ' is general design, he cort- 

I'crscd icitk the chief jiricsfs and captains of ihe 
temple, who were not ) et gone aw'ay, and de- 
liberated how he might with the greatest conve- 
^^A1 xx\i. 1.) nience and security Jnd . 

- -\i\d>Mduntoihem, jjjj sordid wretch proposed it with a covc-’"^^'' 

IIJO, and I will deliver View, hctore tic wouJo come to any jigree- 
hiiii uiiio you> ment with them, he said, witiiont the lea&t ap- 
pearance of shame or remorse, ll’hut are i/ou 
icillin^ to gixe me^ ami I ?t/// uiulertake io't4-"- 
hver him to ^aii at a time and place in which 
}Ou may eflcctuallv secure him vvithont the ■ 
cluiioer of giving anj alarm to the people? 

■\1a rk MV n.^ yjndichcn iheuhca id Uis proposal. \\w\ thouirlit 
iK-a.d r/, th.y wciv practicable; and I cij uw glad ot so 

glad, and proiiii <d iilu’xpeot d an olf’er Iroin one pfh’s own fl* m- 
• PiTilJ- 'o VC " I facilitate their measures; ami tlieieloro 

l-d'wjtiiTmriLrthir’ readily promised m general iognr imu a stpn of 
t\ piece, i)i siiitr.] iHonejj, as a reward for that seivice, afid at la*,! 

I vi.it. xMi -lo i/ny expressly agreed uit/i him Jor ihiritj pieces 
1 like xxii j ) ^vhicli was the jaicc to he [i.iiil fora ' 

slate who had been slam, (see KxoJ.wi. JJ:) 
and as they proposed it to express 'Jbeir con- 
tempt ot Jesus, %o God permuted Judas, eo\e- 
tou" as he was,* to aeijuirsee in that mean and 
trilling slim, (lliongh lie imglir eas.iy na\e rai-v- 
ed it higher,) that thus the projilu-i v m g!it be 
fullilled in wliich it had been p.ii ticulaii) spe- 
cified. (See Zech. xj. li, 13.) 


"J (}/jr of ihr number of l/ie See ] 

Tins I* . 1-1 a nri’iimstynoe of sutli Ingh J'g* 
giaviitiiJWj, Uuit, it U obSenable, cacli of 
tin I sis haih.maiki'd ii out in 
Ihii. \n'tor. ' ( oinpftu; witii tlic^i* 
loli'i \i. 71, vol r. p. 4j’. 

‘ hm'it pn-u'-, nf 4j/i«V.J A 'lavo was 
SOI II »' 


rated by tbi* taw at ihnty vheko’sof sil- 
ver, which, if ivp rti'koti tlv in .u I'sl* n 
Clown (whicli is ?nppo i‘d t'l lincb.’eti 
abiiiit '^hoii iral >al'f, nmi* ntL-d no 
iiioic than 'n'Cft pi'''U.l.s lir-ci’ < sli 
of mil wioir V , agovjdli rii'i iIm' hv w.’’s 
prized At of thnii. Zi - ti. m ! 

n 





Luke XXII. 6 
And he promi'eJ, 


fnd he promised to take a puoctjaal care in the 
p^aflair; o»rf aoCyrdingly /rom l/iattime he diji- ;b,u.a.ej 

ocntly sought a fifoper opportunity to betray him soiinfht oppoitnnity 
fjU/ita them, that'the> init^ht come upon liim pri- to iictra\ him unto • 
' ■ vately, and afjprebend him in the ahs^ of the 

multitude: nor was it loiijj before this haj)pen- [Mat xwi.ig Mark 
ed, as we sliaii quickly relate in its place. xu.— n ] 


IMPllOVFMtNT- 

what iinreinitiin" vigour tho great author and 
finisher of our faith pressed forwani touanL the mark, and how 
he qnickeoe^l his pace, as he saw the dry approach t ni^ i speiidino; 
iu devotidn the greate^it part of the uii^ht, wind 'iceeeded to his 
most laborious da vs, and resinnini>[ his work eartj/ in the morn- 
'>^i}ip! How much happier were his disciples in these eaily lec- 
tures, than the slumbers of the morning eonld h ve made them 
on their beds ! 1 ,e( ii*^ not scnipje to deny onrselvot the indulgence 
of unnecessary ^leep, that we may come morning after morninp 
to plac(‘ oiir>el\cs at Ins feet, and lose no opporiuuity of receiv- 
ing the instriK'Hoiis of Ins word, and sci king tho'^e of hi'. Spirit. 
Mat J 5 m vvhilo his gracious lieart was thus intent on doing good, the 
chhf priests and rulers (f the people were no less intent on mis- 
3,* ^L-hier and murder. Tlicy look counsel together how they might 
I'^j ^'fut him to diuth : They set upon his head xhc price of a slare, 
ami liiid an apostle base (Miougli to accept it. Klusli, 0 ye hea-- 
i-cns, to have been witness to this ; iml b(‘ ashamed, 0 earth, to 
have su[)porred «!() infamou> a creatui e ! Vet thi- w . .the man wlu), 
but a few days before was the f<»r{‘r*ost to appeal as an advocate 
for the poor, and to censure the pious ^cal of Mary, which our 
, Lord vindicated and applauded. hn xii. \ — x, jib, '211 ) Let 

xxii'S the fatal proofs of his covetous disposition, instigated hv Satan, 
marked with aljlioncnce and terror; and if wo see this base 
y, C principle jiarboiired in the brpasts of .those who call tliemseUcs 
iJlie disciples and ministers off Christ, let us not wonder, if by 
God’s righteous judgment tht^-are given up tp those c.\ce.sses of 
it which bring upon them lasting infamy and endless perdition. 

SKCT. CLXVIII. 


Christy having directed his disciples where to prepare the pa'isaver 
for him, comes to Jerusalem for the last time before his dialh, 
and sits down with them to the celebration it,. Mat, XXV L 
J7--20. Mark XIV. 12—17. Luke XXII. 7— 18,, .John 

xm. 1 . .5 

r t . UTKEXXri.7. 

^’OJl after tins infamous bargain whicli Jir- ^^hen came tw 
das made with the chief priests to betray 



Jesusr sends ftv&h/his disciples'’ to prephre fhS^paysot}&, ' 4 ^ 

into their hands his innocent and Divine Master,^ sEfir* 
on the fifth day of the week, before the 

• I . 1 . t y* » 


f flrsitT day of unlea- 
\t'tied bread, when 
Ifae pas'«(i\ermiiht be 
killed. [Mat. xyvi 
ll.-Maik \iv I'i.] 


> And be ^en♦ [two 
»il h'.s dihripU-i.l IV- 
J< r anddob'i, 

<iu and |)i(.pai>‘ ii>< 
tlie |ja'»s()ver, tlu.' 
m.iy (Ml. [Maik M\. 
l.T— I 

y .\nd (h<‘V ‘ d 
unto liini, AV her 'ilt 
(hou tb.it wo [ ' k, 

;:<) .ind] piopdrc [f.ir 
iboc fo p.it Ihi! i^ass- 
oior 1 Mat. xwi — 
17 . M.n'k XU*. — J‘ 2 .] 

10 And he staid un- 
to thtnn, [(io into the 
oity to MK*!! a man, 

l)ch(.ld, tvlien 
’ (■ arc* enK'iod info 
flu* oity, tlKJie shall 
<1 man m(H:t von, 
beariiijr a pitch, r of 
water } follow ii*i 
Into the hoU' wiK'i 
lie (Mjlort'th in. [ ilat 
vxvi 1 S.— A'ark XU 
-I'l.J 

11 And fM.uk, 
will 1 1*- II \ur he idiall 


ing when the Jirst day of unleavened bread camey* 
in which y according to the precept of the layv,xxn^: 
which'had expre.<*sly limited the time of it, t)te 
passover must be killed, or tlie paschal lamb be 
shin, in commemoration of the Israelites being 
preserved from the destroying angel, and deli- 
vered out of Figy pt, Jesus determined to keep 
the j)ji«sovcr with his disciples. And, that h(‘8 
migiit in a due ntahner celebrate it with them, 
he sent two of his disciples, Peter and John, 
from the place where he hail spent the night 
before in retirement with them,i/«i / Go to 
Jerusalem, and prepare the passover for us, that ■ 
xee ma^ once mote eat [iV] together. 

And they said unto him, Lord, we are ready 9 
to perform the charge, and that we ma)" be un- 
der no uncertainty as to the place, only desire 
thou woiildest particularly tell us, Where, or at 
what house wilt thou have us and prepare 
for thy eatin» the passover with us'. 

Ami he said unto them,’\ will give you a sign, lo ' 
which shall put the matter out of doubt: Go di- 
rectly Dito the city to such a one as 1 will point 
out to yon : [•ind'] behold, as won as youare 
(' ) ed into the city, a man will meet you in ibe 

street ^ ':i n/in^ a pitcher of water in his hand; 
follow him inimedratcly into the house where he 
enters; for j know it will be a place vL'iy fit for 
our accommodation.'' And wheresoever keW 


* The (in/ di /»/ of nn'to wopd hreud came.] 
Theip It iiu luoin to (jiiPhtiou that the 
time when (inut sent his discipled to 
jjiepue tlu; ^)a^^ov^'r was on ilu! Thuis- 
■ 1.1 \* nl tlie week in which he. sullered, 
iiid Ihiui^h the first day oi iinipai eiied 
hicad, most strictly so ch I ltd, was the 
iifia ntii day idNisan, and began with 
tlu' evening that the passov('r was oaten, 
\( t It IS not inipi-obable, that I he evange» 
lists might Mimotiincsi sycak according 
to the usual way of reckoning days 
among other nations; and' so, us the use 
of li!i|rcn among therh was to cease by 
farthest and they were obliged 
lo c.it'tfiCM siiitper, w'liich was the chit^f 
Hic.il, with iinlcuveried cakes, it might 
Ma'iii.Lllv enough be called b\ iliu name, 
'■ I v! ,n udl ttifef yun, Stf ' A .^’ainucl 


hating anointed Saul, forth? conrirma- 
tioii of bis faith gaie him se\cial pie- 
dictions rel.iting to some very contin- 
gent occurrences he was to meet with in 
bis jolirney, (see 1 Sam. x, ' 2 — 7 .) so our 
Luid "ecnis by these predictions lo hatt; 
intended the same v ith it gard to his dis- 
ciples, and also to '^ue them a uiostiin- 
portant hint, lb.it lie foresaw all tliepar- 
ttcular circumstances which weie lo bc- 
fal him at Jerus-ilem when he went up 
thither for the next and last time before 
bis suffci lugs..— 'Hie sending them to Je- 
rusalem in this manner seems to inti- 
mate, that he did not go thuher himself 
that morning, so tliat ii is \?ry probable 
he spent most of tb? day in irtireipeui 
for meditation aud prayer. 



"'The]/, find a roord hl/ W dkt'Mbn^t mid tHiudih 

goes */ 2 , you sJudl sav to the master of the f ami- so '"I y® sbaJl say 
ty. We ’are come to thee with a message tVom 7^,,^'",*“"^, 
Jlgj^.Jcsns the Imcner; and he says to thee^ by us, Master sa th unto 
W|i. my time is now very near/’ aiul beioiv, I make t^ee, ,My jme is at 
r j’l my last remove / mh ccichrale the ^Kwer at 

ihyhome: where then is ike J) mug -ro>VH^ or ilouso,j nhere is 
what converiioMt chamber hast ihon to i>pnre, O'e guesu hambef, 
' tvhere I may come and eat the pah^'over with -^at tiio 

. my diH'ipUsy and be secure from tnc interrup- (..i.ifs > [Mat. xwi. 

12rran of any otlier company’ ^Ind upim this — MaiJtMi J4 ] 
he will take you un staus, and shewy u a large 
upper j’orm/, whkh uill conveniently liold us afl; pi.V\ooi'n^i^'nibIi'ed 
and yon will lind it furnished with all proper [.mil pieinred jthtn' 
jitensiU, and prepared by all neceassary circiim- 
*$bAnccs of purification of every kind, so as to ‘ 

b6,f on th^ .whole, in very*' good order: there 
provide the unleavened bread, the lamb, and 
i \ the bitter herbs, and ma^e all tbinos ready fm' 
t ' US airainst the time of our coming ; for we shall 
be able to fiiul the liouse without any direction 
from you,'^ 

4ml after he li.ad given these particular in- V ’ 

*" ®'structiuns to /us- two disdpUs, tiu-y iiw/ 

iVolti tlience, and came into the cihj^ and found into the city, and 
tlu* man carrying ihe water, whom they lollow^ fo.md as he had haul 
ed intoa lunise, where rlieic was, just i 7 v he had [rfla csus? 
said to thcnij a commodious dining-room at li- appoiiiU'dthf‘rn,]aiid 
berty, and well furnished : and as the master of ‘■»^ady the pas- 
the, house wH's free to let them ji.ivc it, they did i?i^^^Liike^xsn^*:3 J 
f as Jesus had appointed them, and made the pass- 
■ ^fii1Xr ready against the lime when he should 
"^btne to cut It. 

17 And ill the creniug when the tirt^et. hour (or eveLjriuK.iic' 
eating the passovor was come f he f aide directly the hounias come,] 
to the house where his messengers were, and sat rometh, [arj-^sat 
down to the table with all the fwche li.ukc, apo^ 

around him, to taste (accojrding to the usage tie^.] [Mat xxm 


Ify t-mc IS nm.] T'vety body knew 
that the time for eating Uie'|jpA 3 d>*«a'Vati 
near; foi tt'«it tbc.se wovds diu^tbe nap- 
postd to have a f.irther s'lcw. And I am 
therefore re, dy to believe., llwttbc OWni‘r 
4d fins house, to whom onr L<)rU sjcnt 
this message by ihc name of the teacher, 
might be a pcr.sou who, (t);y^pgh unknown 
to Peter nnd John) was in his heart at 
lc.ist a disciple of Chrut; and our J.ord 
might give this intimation, ^hat it was 
to be a time of moic than ordinary im- 
port.iu( c ti» him, ihat it might be some 


secret support to thU i^ian’s faith under 
th^kt Molent sbock it was soon to receive 
by hia approsiehing sufferings. 

4 W« tkali be nbits. to find the house, 
&e.} ,’j'hc feline pirvph^tir gift which en- 
abled Christ to pcediqt, these cucifjyastan- 
cea,^ would, no doubt, guide him 'H^Uier , 
and it IS a beautiful modestv tp Uic sa- 
cred historian only to hint obliquclv at 
It : but I apprehend it. the part ui' a para- 
phrast to set thene-phtticuiars iiiafoUc' 
and btioiiger light.* 



He Cornell in ih^evfning^ ‘md wdk 

20. Luke xwi. u.] of thos^ days) the unleavened bread,’ and tjje 

NowVZe thifealt tbc.lamb was serred «p,^ 

ofUitpassover.wiun ^ow it is here to DC observed, that bf/ore ho 
Jesus knew tiwt his b.-gati to eat (hcjcast of (hem^soverf (ut Jesus 

hr.hoiJd 1 k^aIn^^ hour ms comt when hd^onld^ ' 

uf ii)is world m\\& p<it't fym this calainitous world, in which ne 
the Father, iiavi'uj^; had sojouriied for awhilej to return to the bosom 
we^e^m^'ihe’w.iYa uirw’Mch lic Originally dwelt, he* 

hclo\eil them unto was sol.citous to order every circumstan.ee (j( 
the end. his coiujiict III this last iiitercoiirse tVith his dis- 

ciples, so as might most effi ctuaUy promote, 
their edification and comfort, and make it clear- , 
ly manlfe^t, that huiwg always tenderly loved 
his own that war in the worlds he loved ihem in 
■ the most perfect manner, even to the end of his 
lilCjf and ^ouid decline nothing which might 
he for their advaotege. \ ^ 

I via. \'xn. ij //«</, to expiess the fervency and strength of 
And he said unto this iiif’cction, he said to theniy as they sat toge-''^^^*' 

Liu*'dc!n%'ur eat was hroiiglit in, I assure 

pabsovrr with vou that I have most earnestly ch sired to eat this 
passova' with ^ou, though 1 know it will be the 


*To ta^tc the uuleavcm d hfp.'wl, &c.] 
1 must lu*rv‘ entreat my lead r, it In* has 
an opportunity, to voiisult Ai i<woi ill’s 
c\, ‘client Note on Kxod. xii 8, where he 
h.is v'udected from autheniu Jewish 
writers the best aoo-.unt I have an> wheie 
seen in so little room, of the vaiior's 
ceicmfoies with wheh the passover wai 
eaten, by vihich the subscvjiicnt siory 
I' "really illustrated. Among otlie.s, 
tl.c following eireumstancoi should bo 
rocvillei led .->Tbat the master ot the 
family began the feast with a cup of 
wine, which, having solemhlj^ 
th.it IS, having adoreif the name 
over It, he divided among the guelsti, 
(fuke xxii. 17.) and afterwards washed 
Ills hands — '1 hen the supper began W'irh' 
the unlcav ened bread apd bitter berbS, 
which, when the master and the real of 
the company had ta i«d,oueofthe younger 
persons preseat, generally a chiM^ a-died 
the reason ‘of Whirl waa peculiar in that 
feast, (according to Cgdd. <xii. 26. which 
introduced the haggadah, that i». the 
bh^ingforth^ or declaration of it; (in 
atf^ioii to which we rea lof shetangfor'h 
tlie ford’t deutby 1 Oor. xi. 26.) — Then the 
in.ister rose up and took another cup, 
and washed bis hands again, b* foie the 
>am>j was tasted; and in this interval, I 


suppose, Christ aKo vv ashed the feet of 
his disciples — Then, after enting the pnss- 
over, toHiiwed another cup, which, after 
iutv ing deliv cri'd to each a piece of bread, 
wav the saenmcntal cup at this supp. i . 
— Then aftci ^ome pious and tncndly 
discourse, the whole family, afur having 
drank at Icnat a fourth cup, sang some 
psalms of piaise and so the solemnity 
epded — Agreeable to this is the aecpuilt 
given in ihe. Religious Circmonica Ot aU 
NaU Ills , Vol. 1. p. 215 — ‘217 
f lie towd item to the end ] I ithafl m 
.the next section bint at my rciieon-. for 
agreeing with those critics who place the 
story of Christ wasliini^ his disciples' tcet 
at the beginning of the pischal supper, 
rather than a night or two befoie. — .\t 
present, 1 would onlv observe that tins., 
i^arse seems mteudud by John to inttc- ^ 
'ducc, not mercl> the stoi j which imme- 
diately ib’Jli/vvs It, but the whole account 
Df(;j>rtat*S behavinav to lus fneruU ir. 
these last sceuC' of his hie: and then- 
foie as he prefixes it to the first circmu 
stance that he has mentioned of thisps'- 
over, 1 apprehend it proper to begin the 
wliolc story with it; especially since tb<» 
wordv which I have plafc-l next after li, 
wc fill of that love whi' li he expicsscd 
to them evei| to the last 



•a IN m ^rn .. w ■■ i 

' 406 Taking the cup before the passover, he divides it among them. 

last I shall celebrate with you, and we shall rise before 1 sufler. 
ztxviii. from It hnt a few hours before I am to suffer 
from mine enemies the most cruel insults, and 
torments, which shall end in my death; yet 
such IS my love to my people, and ‘such my 
(l{‘s!re to j^lonfy my lieavi'iily Father, that no 
passover was ever so w'cleomc to mo as this: k r l sa^ m)tf> 
[(j P'or now J s.ee the ciavs of niy humiliation al- yi>‘'. i »*. 

most finished ; and 1 say itiifo you y That alter hl'lli'iU'd 

this / ?edt not celebrate any other passover m the kinjidum <»f 
with yon, nor eat of it ajiy morcy till it he ful- 
jilted m the kingdom of (iody or till the institu- 
tions of the oospel sliall have perfected those of 
the law, and theordninnei's of Imtii are, Mi|)ersed- 
ed by the more j)eifctt enjuMnents of the 
heavenly world. 

1'? /fwrf then, JVvrzWd ///<’£'«/;, with which Aud took 
it was usual foi tlu.m to begin the iea-'t, he f^ave the vup, .md fta\« 
thanks to God for the rcdcmjuion of Israel, ui j 

commemoration ot which the passovei was m- amo«{ryoiirs.d\cs. 
stitnted, and Uir giving them this opportunity 
of etdebiating tins holy banquet together ; and 
men said, 'Take this cup, and let it go round, 
and divide [//] lunong youi'yelve^y and blcss tlie 
God of yoin faila rs. And see that you do u is Tor i ^av iint.< 
with a devotion snitaljle to tlie dislinguislieii yj, 1 ifjtdi.uk 
solemnity which you have now before you : jor „„t,, ,i,^ 

] say unto yoUy That alter what passes tlii'. d(»ii/ .)i (.ud siull 
evening, T nil I not drink ’<iv\y more with you 
the fruit (/ the vine until the kingdom oj Gvd 
comey and that complete and spiritual redemp- 
tion, whicli IS tv jnfied by this ordinance, shall 
be fulfilled and perfected. 

IMPaoVRMEN'I. 

Wk may will assure ourselves, that the saun* divine peiie- 
tration and" prophetic (hscernroent, wducli enabled the blessed 
0 -li 3 Jesns thuh rircumstantially to foretel to his disciples those most 
contingent occurrences which w'ere to determine the place where 
they .should prepare the passover y would also open to him a pros- 
pect of all that was to follow. All the scenes that were to he 
passed through on this fatal night, and the succeeding black and 
■bloody day, were no doubt attentively viewed : the agonu of the 
garden, the tiaitoioiis kiss of Judas, the cowardly fight of all 
the other the of his seemingly victorious and 

‘‘uccessf'ulf the clamorous accusations, the insolent 

"/C.S’, the scourges, tfie thorns, the noils, thcfi'oyy, and all that he 



JR r flections ^071 the fervenn/ of the love of Christ, 

njfsio fMKliircMipon itfromthehand of God and mm. Yet bchoUl, 
with all thchc 111 Ills view, lu- goes on with a holy alacrity, mid 
this sun of n^hltnusnc^s rfokclh as a v/mnpion to run hu race! 
(I’sal \i\. 5 ’) Yea, when lie is sitting down to ih&pasvkid 'Step- 
per (tliOii 'll tliereiri was exhibited, in a most lively emblem, tbc 
bitterness ot his own snirenrigs,) he utters these gracions and 
emphdtieal words, Withda^irc 1 hare desired to eut this passoicr 
u'ithi/ou before 1 sufltr. 

So justly might It be s.iid of him, as we see it is, that having 
loved Ins oini n'kich were in the world, he, Irjed them to the end. 
O blessed Jesus, may the ardour, tiic courage, and the pernia- 
nency of our I'ne to thee, hear at least some little propcTtion to 
that wlierewitb tliou hast condescended to loie ' Mav wc long, 
from time to time, to ceh-brate with thee that Christian passover 
wind) thou hast ordained to succeed the Jcrish, as tlie inem'orial 
of thy saerifieo! Yea, may we long for the last solemnity of this 
kind, w.’iidi will ere long come, after which we .shall no more 
drink w'lih thee (f the fruit oj the vine, till it be fulfilled m the 
kingdom of God f In the mean time may vvf be c fieeird \i ith th^ 
love„ wlncii is indeed far better than wine (Cant, i. ;};) and, thus 
Mi])poited with those reviving cordials which thy gospel admi- 
nisters, may we li^cp oursekei' in the love of God, and in the pa- 
^i^nf erpcitatnn oJ thy final, most glon'ons, and wclcoim; no- 
oeaiance ' d’hess. in. ;> ; and Jude,' ver. 21.) 


SF.CT. CLXIX. 

( hriit rehides the ambilion which his disciples most iinseasimahly 
erpre.ssid as the i/ were sitting down to supper, by washing 
their feet, and adding several excelh nt aUinomlions to the ex- 
ei asc ij humility, immediately bejure the eating oj the paschal 
lamb. I.ukc XXII. 2V-.27. John Xlil. 17- 

ioi'nXih 'i John XIII. 2 — 

ly^M) s'ip[i(r being wlicii our Lord had thus sat down 

eat the passover with his discijdes (as \v:u> 
said before,) supper being comi f and ibo‘ ante 

*■ Suppff beitifr lowe.] The reasons winch they aro gioiinileil, nnd theicfoie 
hi oiitjlii by Bishop Kidder (in lu, Demon- eamiot think U niaUnal to tronlile the 
■•n.ifion of the Messiah, partiii. chap % leader ’vuh a partieulji detail of i|,mii. 
V f‘0, ol,) by Dr Ligblfoot (Hoi lleb The chief reason,, winch dr tonnim uj.- to 
Oil M.it. \XM t) ) and sirieo by Dr. Whit- thoeontrarv opinion (hcv.dr s^oim oUicr'-, 
hv (III his Notes <;n ihi.. jilace,) to prose of wlmh a uo'id «^iiiiiriiai s is «rn( n ui Di 
UiatUiis siipp^T was n.it the passo\cr, Cluyse’s \ahiahlc N»)U' .-ii Hus pla. e' lu; 
hill another supper.it I’.olluiny a sight these such a disposition ol tl i stoiy 
I ino before, I have hin’rlv ubiMted ni best suits scieul of tliccirtnmsl.MiecsJi 
' priiapbrao'c or notes on ihc pUeci on the paschal supper, (jiutu-o! ,ri. tl , cne 


m7 
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t-lSHIT. 
\ Pr. 1 / 


.Inlill 
Xll|. I 


1 m)so 

X\ll, 

[(), IK 



, Thf dhciplcs at, supper mitend z'olio should be greatest. 

' SECT. j>a«t ornUroJiiction to it having been dispatched, 

^'Ux>p. as above; Just in the interval botween that and J-uMi XXii 

serving.tip the paschal lamb, there a “tV 

£c'i. »*’>‘‘>-’isonable contention amon^ thcnip as wiuciiut thoiriMiionid 

s' they sat ^ table with Jesus, w/iuk of them shuuld be iict'.junteii th<’ 
be accounted the i>uuii('st in that kingdom of 
which he bad been speaking, and which tln‘v 
inteiprcted of a temporal dominion tliat should 
succeed hi^ approaching snflormgs. (Compare 
Mark i\. 154, and Luke ix. 46, p. 18.) 

John upon this, ihoiit'h Jcsuh knew that the 

Father, bj llic si.ro engagements of an .minnla. "til' 
ble covenant, had ai-jt'u the e,overnin('nt id fl/t piuuall thmi;- imo 
i/i/c/ifiV and was jnst going dctnally hi^; iiamls, ami iiui 
to iinest iiiin with ad power both in heaven and /.“"j" 

upon earth ; mid thdt, as he came forth Jrom God 
as ids Messenger to miMi ; so he 7cas r< hirning to 
God again ; yot, const ions as he .viis of so great 
u dignity, he «.is neverthidess willing to give his 
disciples an example of the deept'st hinnilitv in 
this liis last miervicw with them before his pas- 


tPiitfvn about snpi’nuiiU , aiul Ihcinqui* 
ry about Jial;is, both which must, on tlo 
otht'j b.v potbc-i«, hrl^ ( liui'ii '('ipoi (dul,) 
111(1 ih( projintu' ol it i-i I'ajituM.illy c^ in- 
ted trom John x.in 'I'l, wlciooui lord 
sa\& to P< tf'r 'the tuk j. nil m i tio oU 
(hull kail (k'tiu'd rr.e tku'i’ , whl( ll nuisf be 
'■pokcii the very fafiU ,/(■.</? iva'. l/'lnyed, 
and yet i'> so (’..niu'itc'd with tin- story of 
washin|j;tlipdisoiplt*s teet,b\ vci. 21 and 
ver. 01 th.it tlicy (mhiioi without great 
violence be -ep.M unl. .'uut it i> certain, 
John xiii 1, mil Jiko i pt ciilKir encigj 
aecordir’ to thi„ pl.ui , which Ihertbire 
iiiObt critub h.ivt; followed — The reader 
will obserii here, th.it I ba\e renderr'd 
^ ft ,•*, i/ij fur tciH'!:itiiii' , which lb 

the sf■ll^(• in who ll llic woid b ut.vn usiU 
I'lbcwliore thu, John\xi. >, yt~ 

.jh.j;, i>. w/nn luniiiinj \ lii (I’Vit, 
xll, la, i, Oi ■ /o:w'.»i;, Khen^ty^ 
t.a\ lOrrij, ..nd At lb \aI, 4u, yiycfjj' 

(i;;, Tv/ien sdi'niv atOA made ■ iii lill t.Iuch 
places, and in many inuierhit ^iglit ea- 
sily be colleckd Irini the (ircoji writeis, 
ir would lie absurd to tiansJate the word 
'elided, Xny, l.uko 42, 

Sigoilk' -/if'Ti the day iLtn romi/iyon- 
(Compjiri-'yjark I .j^.rn.tc*, \ ol. 1. p 2()i.) 
ll I'J indeed an ambi^oioiu. tcitn, but tin- 
umliiiny, abov** n (jfK to Uj prefeiird, 
(j , IT wa'j Hi uefe in'TC natural 


lu VI ash ilie t'’i't </f l'nM^ m f..p' tlian d 
ft r bupp( 1 (,* ) ltd aii> ' i; i\ > N.pK -iii 

said, III \(,i“ I, to IliM' b' cn dniic bdou 
ih('pab'.o\r;r, whi(li,iftlu prccedin . km 
son be adniitU'd, d'Uiimrit>. tin, pan' 
(,'} } IJrcaiNcpaitot tiic discoiiisi , who h 
John irnnTions as happiuini'.,' nlur iln 
foft were washed, is iii' illumed b\ lie 
olhci n ui^( li-rN .u> j)a-'7’H'' at siijipi r 
nay, .loliu buiisflf, whni he •'ju .iL. i.i 
vc-r. 26, ot Chrjst’b dippiii..^ ll ( ‘'Cp .'n 'i 
giMiigit to Judas aft( r till*-, plciuilv sm ,i 

that supper was not ( mlcd — il t l.itu i 
p.irt ot this 2d vcisc ronuS in by way ul 
pardnebdsis, 1 have transpustd th uclaus* , 
and insttU’d it afterwaid-. in mi. 2i, to 
iutrodiioc wImI lelatis to J(i(b(s in ll.v 
mxt 'ectum, a iKcdmi i. lu. h wi!!^ I 
lio^ie. be easily rxeu^fd. 

t’ Trere uen it conlvulinn amfin:' (hem J 
If the rcasiming above be allowed, we 
must certainly tiaiisposc Luke’s accuunt 
of this ■ • nientjori about supcrmritj , for 
none can imaguie it '•hould t .How iriinu’- 
diately after Christ had bcin giving tliem 
so eriertmg a lessou ot hunnlity. Hut 
Lake seems iMvexafi m th M-rdtrof this 
hiory than the other ev Ji\;;elibt-,; ^ml 
pjitiCuUrly rdatts wl ai pj.. ed < unceiii- 
inp the person that waa tolutiav him 
ail'i th( !Muli:ui''',tho('i,hbolb At.i't!’* 

'•i d Maik pl.K‘. it btf'7K 



Jesus rises from supper , afid xvashi^ their feel. 400 


. 4 He risctii from gion: With this design, and in order to shame slci. 
Supper, and laid contention wllich he t’l'XiX. 

asid* his iraimems, , , , . o ., i . 

.and took a towel, oDscrvcd among them, in a mor,g forcible man- 

and girded himstlfv ncr than any words alone could do, he rheth^^^f ^ 
from supper;^ and whereas it was only usual for* 
the head of the family at such a tunc to wash 
liis own hands, he /^n/A aside his upper-^tf rwienrj, 
and takmg a towel, tied it round him like a kind 
1 Aitor that i.t“ of aproii : And then pouring water into a large j 
Donniii vvrftfr nit » a avtr, or sort of cisteni commonly used on these 
havun and h.gan to occasions, ,ke began himself to xeash the feet of 
hi?t, and f.) wipe [his] disi'iples, uud tozvtpe lfhe7n], after they 
c/',/n with the towel vvcro thus washed, id'h the long ends of the 
wii.T« _wuii he was with -which he was girded, which hung 

clo,vn.oh.sfWt. 


('i I h< ■! oo’iw’th 
to ‘■tiiMon Hi tei and 
J'( lor «.oth unto him, 
1 oi I, cUl^t thou wabh 
jiin led > 


" Jes'is answered 
.i:id siiid onto him, 
\\ hat 1 do, thou 
Kinwost iioi now, 
hill' tiinu iihalt know 
hi iLjUtT. 


f Pctei baitli nnli 


Then, when he had done with those who satC 
nearest to liim, he comes to Simon Peter: and 
olVering to do the like for him, \Peter\ was so 
alfectcd at his condescending to perform such a 
mean ofiice, that lie says to him. Lord dost thou 
go about to -wash my feet? It is a tliousand limes 
titter that 1 should wash tliiiie ; nor can I beai 
to see thee demean thyself thus. Jesus an-"l 
swered and said to him, Thou knowest not now 
the desk'll ot what Jam doing, but thou shall 
know hereafter; and as I shall presently explain 
the ineaiuiig ol this action, so the time will 
Huickly come, when many other things in iniiK* 
undertaking and conduct, much more inysien- 
ous than this, shall be clearctl up to thee. Vet 8 
still Peter refused, and said to him, with more 
warmih than before, Lord, whatever be the in- 
tent of the fiction, I can not suffer il hy any 


'Hi 1 1 fill frmi As it IS here 

as i‘ft< 1 that i'hiist mu' Irani y'liipci, we 
iii’isi allnw th.il, m sumo sciiif, 

thfit IS, . 1*1 1 suppise, the .iiitepast 
h.ul bci (1 taken, which is uienliuiied l>v 
the Jews as preceding X\v' pii thut Imh- 
at e A iiisw urth’s utile, tpmttMl abo\c note *, 
p ‘i'JJ.) They tell us ‘hat tt was thtu 
usual foi the itiastrr of the family to wash 
his hands, and, if I am rightly infoi’mc>d 
Ii'k Ji wseuntmucthe ciistum still.- — Tins 
sccni', a rn irt* n.itural maim rot evpliiin- 
iiig tli ■ f iause befort ns, tli.m to *.upf» 0 '-c, 
wuli (h itms, or ' oh*uus, (li.um 
111) 1. < ap 1", sect l)oi 111 I'Mwards, 
i' oil JLukewu, vl ) tli.it jU( I i!ii’ 


pasfhal lamb tlir}' cal auothir di .tinct 
supper, .md th.it Ihi' w.isl.mi iiappciied 
in tho intcrial betwien llit-m 'jho>u;li 
Vossim IS pleased ri; c.ill this a itni Lt- 
tle kmhf fututs l^uiciilii-,, ’ I e.umoi hut 
think (especially toiiMilning Imw lail^ 
tlic ew'es yean in Judea,) th.it >1 migiit 
be big enough plentiliillv to sup ilnrtieii 
pfoidt” and a^ all whuh rtinaiiud im 
eaten till inoniiiig was to be biiru<. 
(h'tid Ml. 10 ) M.,e ciniiot suppose Ih.ir 
our T.ord would be ii.eliued to miiltip'^ 
dishes on this o.’c.i'.ioii, fspetuillv Js llii 
foiuiii pul of tlie night was b> f • '[x f 
III v.atihing tiud ’iraii'i 



410 But Peter is unwilling he should tikish his fed ; 


Jolu 


stcT. means, anil I am determined ihou shalt never 
cLxix. li'iuh my feet. But Jesus ansxrered him, Alas, 
that ivas rashly spoken; for there is a 
sense pi w'hich, if J do not wash thee, thou hast 
no portion with me -, intimating thcreb) , that if 
he were not eK ansed from sin by his hloocl and 
Spirit, he could never partake of the haripiness 
of his people ; ami that, in the mean time, it be- 
came hnn to submit in tins instance to his dircc- 
^tioii. l7pon uhich, Simon Peter, struck with so 
aiviiil an admonition, iminediately says to him, 
with that eager affeetion so natural to liis tem- 
per, Jao d, !| this wadimg is to be a token of my 
inteic^t m thee, 1 most gladly acquiesce in it, 
and am heartily desirous that thou shouldst wash, 
not my feet onhj, but also my hands and my 
head too; for I desire that all my intellectual and 
ail my executive powers may be sanctified by 
thy grace, and be entirely devoted to thy scrvici*. 

10 'riuMi Je:iHs, willing to lay hold on a hint 
which gave him an oppoitunity of pursuing so 
useful a thought, uiys furtlier to him. He that 
IS \N ashed already, or that has just been bathing‘s, 
needs only to wash his' feet, wuich may indeed 
easily be soiled liy the shortest walk, and when 
that IS done, he is entirely dean , as if he should 
have said, '("lie truly good man needs not that 
deep repentance and universal change which is 
absolutely neees'.aiy to others, though ho should, 
by renewed acts of penitence and faith, beeleans- 
ing Inm.self from smaller poliiiiions, which are 
in some degree inseparable from the infirmity of 
human nature: and, in this scn$o, I know that 
yfU, my ajiostles, arc dean; buiyiit 1 must add, 

1 1 You are not alt so. Far as he was aequauned 
with the secret dispositions of their hearts, so he 
kncwwho would betray him; fcom pare John \i. 
64-, Vol. I. p 451.) and therifore he said, You 
arc not all deait,^ because he kiK'w the heart 


him, Thou shall 
vpr wash my 
Jesus aiiswereil him, 
if I Hash thee iioU 
thou hast no part 
Hilli me. 


‘?imon Petrr saitii 
unto bun, I oid, not 
inv fpt't oiilj, but 
aUo wj/ hands and ivj 
lurid. 


10 Il*''US SilJlii llr 

linn, Jlpili.n is wash- 
( li, iio< dt-S li not, savv 
to wa'-h ///steel bnti, 
rlean * whit 
and yp ait‘ cli pn, but 
not all. 


11 } <ir he kill 
Hh.) '.hnuld 
h'lu; iherelorc s.ud 
lip, ye arc not all 
clean. 


•* //> that has hen kjifunfr.} This rPii- 
dpriHo' ul the hokI is eontinn- 

<*d by Elfin r, Vol. I. p. ‘I'J?, 

J'}8,) and guns it ncie a eornp^ndinus 
paraphi asc upon it. C'Inriii'- has wr li nb 
-fned that the airsflJiiJ.av, oi mom in 
which they diesned tiunisidvcs ritti-i ba- 
thing, wa^dl^nult fiotn th.it in Hhn;h 


they bathed the fcPt might be so soiled 
111 walkiru: liom one to llw other, a^. to 
makf It nci'Pssary irmaediauly to wash 
tliPiii again, 

® )ou ait' not all r.Ww.J Some haie ob- 
served that Judas did not decline the hn- 
nuur of li IV ing his fcpt wasliodby ('hiist, 
though IM( r did , and have considered 



Ue explains his design^and cautions them against ambition, ill 

' of Judas was polluted with reigning sin, and srv i\ 

was so far enslaved under the power of the de- 
vil as to have consented .to the perpetration of 
the vilest wickedness. 

When therefore he had thus washed their feet^ Johu 
and had taken his upper-^flrrw^KAv and jjut tlienr^^**- 
on, he sat daicn at the table aguiriy aid said to 
thenij Do you know the meaning and design of 
what 1 have now been doing to you in the form 
of a servant? Andy to explain the matter, t.ukr 
he said to themy I must again remind you of ix\. 'r. 
what I formerly told you, but what you sc'em 
so ready to forget, (see Mat. xx. 2oy 2o, and 
Mark x. 42, 43, p. 260 ) The kings of the Gen- 
tiles do indeed lord it over them ; and they that 
exercise the most magisterial and arbitrary au- 
thority upon them have a set ol flatterers about 
them who encourage them in it, as an instance 
of true greatness of mind, and give them the 
vain title of grand benefactors to nations and 


l ‘J So'attcr lie hail 
wavlipil tliejr feet, atwl 
ii.id taken Ills g:u* 
incuts, and was set 
duwn he !»iid 

iitilo tlicnij'Know ye 
wti.it 1 bail dwiie ti 
}OII > 

Luke XXJI. 2'i. 
And be Slid nntu 
ihnn, The kin;,'s ul 
llie tienlilcscvercise 
loidship over them j 
and they that i xci- 
tise ,'iuthurilv upon 
tlu m, art ('.lUi-d be. 
nct.ictoi'-. 


•ir.r.iityi ?/w/not men.^ But you y my disciples, [shall^ not [do] 
/(■so but he that 16 
j’ltah'vSt airKiii{y you, 

It t him be the 
younsir'i, aiidhcthat 
IS eliirf, as he that 


Tor wliethi 


thus; for you are to shew yourselves the friends 
of the world, not by governing, but by serving: 
be not ambitious therefore in contending for su- 
periority, but let him who is eldest among 
you be as humble and obliging as if he were 
the youngest and most dependent ofa.\\\9andhe 
Ihiti presides over the rest in any office of pe- 
culiar trust and influence, [let him be'\ as luim- 
hlf and condescending as a servant. Of tins 27 
1 have now been giving you an instance, which 
surely you cannot quickly forget: for lohich of 
the two IS naturally accounted greater by a 


jl ail iiisUrirc of )iis priilfi But if 
lilt (iisooiiisc hctwei'n Christ and Petor 
lia|)]n‘nod before he came to Judas, it 
had be> n indecent for Judas to renew an 
</!> 1 (vtiun which had just been thus oier- 
rule d and »f ('hri^t cainf to Judas be- 
fi)u‘ I’ettT, he inijfht be unwilling lobe 
the first to dispute the po nt, lest Christ 
should coiifiund him, by inijuiiing whe- 
ther he declined it fiurn a consciuusness 
ol .iiiy pei iiliar umvurtliincss. (j'mlt na- 
turally suggests such suspicious and pre- 
caiit/om. 

* ilavi ihe tiik of /iencfiict"Ts.] It m in- 
h‘fd pohsibli’ that our Lird may heu* re- 
ji'lt'i t(» I he title of f./-;'ff?{i,gji onto some 


of the Ptolemies and Scleucida?, or to the 
einbiguity of the Hebrew word DU'lJ, 
which (as Beza has observed,) signifir.s 
both protces and benefaclon but tne ge- 
neral sense given in the paraphrase seems 
to tne much .more pnibable, es]*ecially 
on comparing if with the Syriac version, 
where there is no sucli ambiguity, though 
one w'ould most of all have ex^KCtcd 
It. 

I W/io ts ehlni nimm^ you, &o ] A' 
IS here opposed to the 

t/vun^eil, I render it eldest, a-? it is uii- 
dered Horn. ix. 12. See Gmi. \\v. 'J'); 
1 Sun. xvu. 14, Septuag. and cornpaic 
1 Kings II. 



'412 lie gave them an excmple to do as he had done. 

SECT. slraiiu't-T who happens to come in, he that sits greater, hpiiMisH- 
cLxix. at the tabhyOrhe that stands and waits upon the s,^rvcth >’ ^001 

h it not evident that it pmst be he that he tLit sittaii at 
sUs at (he faille Bat I am among you as one but 1 .mu a- 
2^1 that U'aits (m the rest; and you have just now 
seen uie putting on the form of a servant, and 
performing to >011 winle you sat at the table 
one of the lowest ofliee.i of "menial attendants, 
in the very garb and posture in which any of 
John them could appear. IW call me iinlced your v 
1 MJ U If fill l^ord; and therein you say well ; and lord and v’ 

Joy [.‘.V)] 1 am^ and siieli authority have I re- i-u-wi am, 
14ceivecl of luy f'atiior. If therefore /, who , 1 thrn. 

am iyour\ Lord and Master, and whom you h,,,c ua^ind \oiii 
know to be a divinely iuspiied Teacher ^ liave yc ai>fi ou^:;ht 
condescended to so inOah au office, and have 


thus u'iishcd your Ject^^ and in all other in- 
taiices have shewn my readiness in love to 
serve >on, surely also ought to wash one 
a'wthcr'i. Jed and should be ready to submit to 
all the humblest offices ‘of mutual friendship. 

\ I For I have in this instance un evam- 


Hum’s 


1 ) Foi I havcgncii 


pie, that a\' 1 have done to you, you also should 'houid'do^ns^'^i 
dOf on all proper octusions to one another.* have done to you 
5 And to erigag'* vou to the like humanity, Teri- ^miy, \enit, 
lydcri/y, I say untoyou, as I have formerly said, ,,.rfanti. n..tL>K.it< r 


tha' 


(Luke VI and Mat. x. "t, Vol. 1. p. 30.5, thmi iw!, lord, un- 
413.) Theseixani h not greater than his Lord, thc rhrtiiai i> 

710 r is tht nie.si>engcr greater than he that sent 
V him; rt will therefore very ili become you to 
djsdain any thing winch I fiavc not disdained. 
nTiieso are plain instructions, but remember n ir yo kiu 


•* rVifurnii\i‘f oiuj of tht* Inwrst offices, 
J This wa^ s » to a j)r(iv(‘rb. Sec 1 
Sain. x\v. 4 I, and (Jrotiiib in loc. — Dr 
l.vatis well obsenes, ^Christian Temper, 
\ o! I. p uur.Toid chhRO this 

kiml iffiu u, ih High not .'ibsuliiUSy neces- 
sary Ml it'.ilf, moio strongly to fmprcsi 
the minds ot lub disoij^fes, and to shew 
that chey nuxht to p guBd, not only the 
neci's>{riiy preunarmn/but the mutual 
comtoi r of oa -h otlu-r. 

' / ntivo nrt'} uou a7i eiampie, iV.c.] 
Pome b;i\p undorji'tod thc'.o words asor- 
dainiiig lbi& to boa cyntiniird rite ainunjj 
(liimlans, and Harclay insists in bis 
A(hdog\, (p 4d7 — 470,1 lh.it this Circ- 
niurty id wa>iiing the f. f t has mnoh lo 
rmminiiMid it for a standing oidinariLC 
j/ Pi" J, a- vMihoj liai't “lit or t> * 


1>lreak>ng of brc.id But though some 
ancicntlv coiictMu-d thi‘pr.ict.CL ol it to 
be thus enjoined, (See I)i Cave’s riuui- 
tive Chribliantty, book 11 ch.ap. 1 ')■ ) and 
thcAToraMan chiltuhes itillrela'in it; jet 
as no buch ilto as tius h.as e^ei generally 
prevailed in the Christian world, and at. 
Ml many placcti and circuinstaiiceb it 
would ba an inconvenience laihcr than 
a kindness to do it for our friends, 1 can- 
not think these 01 ds ot out Lord, so 
ptaioty capable of another ben so, aic to 
be Mitcipri.ttd with so much stuctnosb. 
S.^e Itigii. Di&scrt. dc PediUvio, &c — 
Into T.hat a fan'o thi^ ia turned at Rooifc 
on sonn occadons thay be scon 111 tlic 
J’clitiioic Ceremonies ol all N.iticM.', 
V-d.''l p -117 



Reftecimis o?z Chrhta zva$hin^ fns disciples' il.") * 

xi\o>c tilings, happ> tijey are capable of bemsj improved to the no- sccr. 
..if ] 0 i y«dfthera. praciical purposes; and {/indeed yo?/ 'I'srx, 
knofi' thesr thin^s^ and lorm a eight conception 
“ of them, you are iinppi) (f .^you prailise them ; \\ui 

, for nothing will conduce more to your honour l? 

and comfort than an obediriil regcani to my in- 
structions and example, esoccially in ail the in- 
stances of hinniiiry and condescension ; but if 
yon ncgloi t to act a roeably to thorn, your see- 
ing tliein, and hearing them, will be worse than 
in vain. 

niPnOV FIMENT. 

U'liAi a mournful rcHeciiun is it, that corrujit nature should 
^lill prevail so far, C'cn in the hearts of such pious men as the 
iiposiln in the main were, that aftgr so long a converse with 
they should still he so unlike him, and bnuo their eager 
I oulctitions (limit superiorih/i in a state of tcniiporal trrandeur they 
wore ivver to si’c, into the last hours they spent with their Mas- 
ter, and even to one of the most holy and solenrin oribnances 
religion ! Such are the vain dreams of ambition^ and wirli such 
empty shadows does it amuse the deluded mind 

Hut let ns lurii our eyes to him whom we justlv iV///our Teacher 
aiaJ our Lard ; for suiely, ii any thing cun edect a cure, it must 
he actions and word^s like these. The great Heir of all thim^'iy,^ ’ ‘‘ 
iiuested with uinvcrsa! dommiori, and ;//■>< returning lo hi.<i hra-'^ 
i< nlij Father to undertake the administration of it: in what a 
habit, in what an altitude, do wc see him! Wiiorn would a-l-, j 
stranger have taken for the loncat of the company, but Inm who 
was high ov('r all created nature? Blessed jcsu>, it was not so 
much anv pm’sonal aUachmenl to these thy servants, as a regard 
to the odilication of thy whole church, whicli engaged thee to 
tins usioMishiiig action ; that<ill ihy ministers, that all thy people, 
in conlormity to thy example, might learn a readiness to serve lo 
each other m love! 

But why ari! wo so slow' to receive this li'sson ’ And why i& 
our practice often so contrary to itl, Purely lo cleanse us fiorn 
tlicse dre"s of priile and carnality, we need in a spiritual sensed 
to be washed by him. Let us giadly submit to that washfug, if 
w'c desire to secure aiijf part in him. Which of iis in this view 
may not see reason to ciyout with Piter, Lord, not o\ivJe.tt\) 
onlij, but also our hands and our head f May our whole nature 
be thus purified ! and, warmly emulous oh conrormiiig to so 
bright an example, may we ever be maiiitainiiig a w'atchlulncss 10 
over our own spirits correcting the first appearances of irregn- 
larily, and washing a w’ay cvcr\ slightest stam which ow tert may 
^’ontiiict in this vanous jouniey ! So sliall wc hv, great in the • 
ogbr and favfuir of om AI-iMcr; ap'k mnulioiing onr^'cht's among \'i'. 



Jll c I ^ 

^414 iVi commends his disciples for their faithfulness to him. 

SECT, the least of his servants, sliall be distinguished by peculiar lio 
cLxix. Hours, in proportion to the degree in whicli wc think ourscIvOi 
'•^^v^niost unworthy of them. 


SIOCT. . CLXX. 


Christy 'xhile they are eating the paschal lamb, declares that one 
of his apostles should betray him, and at length marks out 
Judas as the person, w^o upon this retires with a rescnlmeiit 
which confirmed him in that Jatal purpose. M.it. XXVI. 21 
—23. Mark XIV. 18 -21. Luke XXII. 21—23, 28— JU. 
John XIII. — 2, 18—30 


lA’KK XXii. 2S. 

SECT, Jesus wont on, as he was eating the 

passover, to instruct, admonish, and com- 
i.iikc disciples, hy a series of mo^»L wise and 

xxir. pious discourse ; and said, Depend upon it, you 
-8 will find that humble and bene\olent temper 
which I have recommended to you the way to 
the highest honours, if \ou have patience to 
wait the proper time ; for as ye arc they who 
have continued faitlifiilly and aHectionatcly xvith 
tne in all my trials and aflliclions; So by a 
29sacTed and inviolable covenant / appoint unto 
you a kingdom,’^ and solemnly engage myscll’to 
bestow it upon you, even as my Father has ap- 
pointed 3. unto me, aiiff Ksipiickly about 

30 to rai.se me to it. Now the exalted honours 
^ which I shall there receive are incomparably 
beyond those about which you seem so solici- 
tous; let me therefore awaken a nobler ambition 
in your njinds, while I assure you that you 
may expect ro eat and drink at, my table in 
that my kingdom, or to be treated as my distiu- 


ickeXXII 2S. 
VK arc they whicli 
h.ne ciHitmiiPfi 
with nit.* Ill my temp- 
tations 


20 .\ii(l 1 appoint 
unto > oil .1 kinf'»li.m, 
as my Fathd h.ith 
appointi (1 imlo Jii*' , 


30 Tliat VC maj 
Cat mill diink at ni'. 
table my k i.;. 


“ T uitpani tmto you u U»gd>m"\ It is 
well known that the woriK'aTttfis-ii** pro- 
pel ly si^nifitN /t» Lovinafllf pr to kcittae 
ii<v>iivrof ii n)i:enr:rt( , and tbereforc the 
lci!»ti:laiisc of this i itm' may probably re 
fiTtoAvliat di\u»'s> commonly caiWfre 
ct,venunt m, to whii h (here are 

•'O hjany fflcinu cs in scriptiiic, and 
conccnnii!? tin- n al ly of wh <‘h we co- Id 
Jiaic no doubt if the icfcrences were not 
so cxpii'sii, considi iirg, on tJieone h.'iud. 
ill* yiiMt impnituii c ot that imdeital.- 
i.ii; ut oi'i I onl V to wh'ch it ii-lVis and, 
oji ihi oMk'i tl-t plain df elaratioiis ui 


Hiosp propheeies which his Pj) nt s’lgsrcsi 
ed, and the oonfid'-nce w'lth which he has 
piuiinsed thoise bliil'inffs which, a& Me- 
diator, itenipowcra him to bestow. It i- 
theiefore aj^toiiishmg, that .my should 
ticat It .H the ciealnre of a systematic 
biairi,— F‘0r the emttgements m it on 
Christ's pait, secPsal. xl. 6 — Heh, \ 
9; Isa l\i. 1— .3; I.nke ii. 13, 19 , 
Isa 1.5, tr And for those on the part 
of thr rather, see Heb. x. 5 ; Ka. xi. 2, 
.3, I 8,9, lit. 13, 15; lili. 10—12; N 
4, 'i; \li\ ] — 10; l.ukc II. .31, 32 ksIj 
29, Jtvi \: 2, F.ev. v’U. 1(', 1“ 



Bid inlunaies his knoxvlcdg^ that iheif arc mt all so. 4 15 

anO sit on guislicti favourites and most intimate friends ; sect. 
iiuoiits, jndv'ing tijo triumphant appear- 

’twelve tubes ot Is- * , r i n • .. 1*1 ‘ r * 1 

aiice, when I shalfcsit on the throne of my g»o>Ty ^ 

• yon may cxpix t to be assessors with me on tltat 

grand occasion, and to sit upon thrones ^ as I hir- 
ineily promised you, (Mat. xix. 2^.) juds^nip; die 
tu'dve tribes oj Isracly* and condemning the 
whole iiiipcnitent w'orltl for ihoir contempt of 
that gospel which you, as the chief ministers of 
my kingdom, are to otfer and untold to them. 

Tciiin ni. IP. I Jjiu when I speak in this manner of your final 
.jiiMiv IK. )i yoti .ill, |,(j,-,Qi|p ainl happmebs, 7 speak not of you all : I 

I kuDW V oiiilliavc ■ . , ^ . 11 I 

.iK.M-ii but ihit tiiK know the real character, and all the most secret 
. iiiifuc iiijv u lul- views and transactions ot tlio>e •whom I have 
iiiiciUu* Lint i.iti 111 clwstn , and could long ago have fixed a mark 

l>iu.id uitii me, l.alli . 1 . 1 1 ^ t' 

!,ii lip his hwl a- miamy on the traitor, and have put it out ot 

me. ins power to execute his wicked purpose; /;»*, 

as 1 cliose him to be one of my companions, 1 
leave him to go on, that the mripture may be 
fiilfi/ledf which says, (P.sal. xli. y ) “ J/e that 

‘‘ eateth bread xvith me, and has been nourished 
by my rare and favour, hath lift up his heel 
“ aguiust me, like an imgiaterul brute that 
kicks at the kind master who ie(*ds him.'’* 

Such treatincMl David met with from those 
wlioni he trusted; and such I know that 1 am 
to expect. 

!■ Sow I till YOU And this 7 tell you note, before it comes to\^ 

wi ni'Vt\'rcMni'**to (ew/c.9 to he accomplished, you 

jmU, vf nu> biiievo may bo so far from doubling of rlie iriiih of my 
lii.ii I .till At. mission upon that account, that, on the contrary, 

}oii may more lirmly believe that 7 am [4t',J 


Jrii’fiiiit; Ikt i'ipLe hibn /(/ Israel "[ 
7’li ’ i)it( I'liu't.iiion SUCH ot tins promise 
hdc, (.i.ul biloie oil 111.11. MX. ‘ 2 rt. sect. 
• wwii )), 'i'.l,) .ippc irm.i me pufi r.ibh 
to ilut ttbioli ii'leis 11 only, 01 <’Uif II) to 
the power vvhi..b tin- .i|iostU s ii.ul 111 tlu* 
('hri'.li.'in cliurcb, ,»s llu ,oitiv«iizod .1111- 
bas'>tdois of ( liribt. — It by 110 mcuiib 
implies that Paul and Baruabas, the apob- 
tits of tlic* (iiiitili. sh.ill ho cv’liidrd 
from llio honour of htinx ass>essois with 
Christ 111 hw kingdom; (compaic 1 Cor. 
M. 'd, 7 , Kev. Ji. 3 '., ' 27 ; ili. ‘21 ) but 
bPiMus pla’uK to allude to the courts of 
jiidiOdturi' among th '.Ievie, win 10 fhciu- 
fciioi imigcssat in.ibL*micMclc round the 
rliK f jtidj-e, who had hi^ beat 111 the mid- 
dle pout of I- Coriipaii‘ Rev .v 4 , 

lisl 1 I 


c fjc that eatcUi brrud Zi.iik 6 u: j 
Wlim Uusi* woids 'jn* 50 pl.iir.ly to lir 
fornd, I’sal. xli. ii seemb vi'iy nnii i- 
tiial, Wilh Mr loilrcy, (in liib b’lviow. 
p 1 S 7 ) to im.ij;iue they 11 tci I'l Ps.il. I\. 
12 , 13 , because soUiulmig like tlio sense 
of ih-'iri ooeiirs tlieie Nor ).s it ricees- 
suiv, with Ml Pnrei', (Dis-eit, iii ) to 
suppose a traiectioii in these two vcracn, 
and lender them, t \pcak not of yon ntt , 
1 knifiu vi'Mm / havi r/'-if/i ; but / ieli you 
this bi fvre-hurutt that iv en it \hu'l to e lo 
pass that thr scnhtU'L haV hr fu/lp/ird, 
O/u that raft til of luy bif'il hulh lift up 

*' h\ /uit ajitiiud ue 7 / 1 .,,/ Ir eot ‘hut 

I am hi'. I i.iUie' tlunk vn-.li breu'c is, 
that il IS .in .Kvoinni dalioii, iiid ilnlilu- 
s( i|se anil I'ouni I tioii .III tnbeiX[i!ii» I 
acc'ji't’i. ly. 1 10 rh“ p.'i .o'li . 



i 

-416 TTe tells them, Ohc at the table xcoald betray him. 

-sEcJ-r. that I toitl you I was even the true Messiah. 

Cfcxx. And, whatsoever therefore 1 shall sulfer, let not ’*20 VenJy, Vrni\; 
'-pp'yoiir -/.eal to carry on my cause bo lessened, hut 

persist in your, adherence to It, With a soever i send, ip- 
firni persuasion that I will support you in it ; for ceiveth me, and ho 
intljisvicw 1 look upon your interest as mv Z' 

own, and as 1 formerly dedared, (Mat x. 40, sent me. 
sect. Ixxvi and I.uko X. 16. sect, xcvii.) so now 
J most aisiiredli/ say unto you. Whoever cnier- 
iains and shews regard to you, or any oj my 
other messengers, as coming in my name, en 'vr- 
tains me; and whoever entertains me, enUrtains 
him that sent me ; as, on the other hand, uheii 
you or they are sln^lited, the affront redounds 
to me and to my F.uher. 

-I Now lahen Jesus had thus said, he made a so- 21 WhcnJcsUbiMin 
letmi pause. ("The devil, as was observed be- 
fore, having already, by bis vile and pernicious* ,t mto the hcan oi' 
insinuations, put it into the heart uf Judas Jsea- Ji das Nrai 
riot, [the xe/il of Simon, ^ to betray him into the; 
hands ot his nuirdorous enemies.) And, as our .,,^1 [ 

Lord well knew that Jud.is was tiitm watching :is ihev s.if, .nid dni 

for an opportunity to jucomi»lish Iih horri-l pur- •’** "\1 

poso, vNhich he wouUl execute that very night, riiy i t„i\ imto>.j.i, 

he was nuicli troubled in spirit to think ol so Tiut one of ion’ 

ungrateful and impious a des'gn in one so near 

him; and so much obliged to Inm; and as they tin- meVi r'*kr- 

sat together, and icere eating the pdscluil in*h*id, tin- hand of 

MHiper, openly testified and '''aid with a*’"" jKjnvvUi 

deep Sigh, f C77/^, ven/y, //4a/', , ,, j 

how incredible soever the hint I just now gave x\m Mark mv. 

you may seem, one of yon who is eating ’with me 

in this friendly and intimate manner will quick- " .vm.— - 1 

ly beliay me to those that thirst for-niy blood; 

f<///d] behold, the hand of him that bet rayeth me 

is now Ti'ith me on the table. 

•>o Then the disciples xvere eixeedingly grieved 2-2 Tbm the di<- 
to hear of his being betrayciV at all, and miu h [were r 
more to bi- told that it should be by one ol t K‘ir iout«d one on any 
own numlx'r, while, PQ one being sjogled out 
from the rest, the suspicion lay in common 
• among them, and they looked siedfastiy on each 

<1 7//.- <ie\il /ifV'irig a’rt'adif fi»( it viio the XMi. .'5, p. W), and that this clause of 
/f-r/ nj &c 1 'I'hat Silaii o>rcu»l John xiii. 3, woi Id be inserted hero, 

jii'o Jud.ib before in; «ent ro ,thr <liit-l mtiinati'd n the cKibC of note •* seet, 
ind 4ii;ri-i il to bctuis hU \1.isU-r clxix p 407,. w hero I accounted for tlii-i 
o, liitiii, fuid been L-bsei \» d before, I uke tran-.p-i^.itioii. 



Jit points out Jucius as tfl^ man, gimng him a sop. j^l7 

»‘Ki, doubting of oihtrfor some time in silence, doubting vf 'ichovi sect. 
’^Uikl and tiipy *i>K arid studious to observe in whose rpuii- 

■ giu Vo inqu.i^j a- tcnaiice they might read any peculiar confusion, 

. hion- ibcni',cl\cs, which might look like* an. indication of guilt 
Uiat* of them Itnew where to fix it,^ 

(lung, i^imi IbcgBii hut the Vile wretch himself, they began to inijuire 
evuy otjpof them to among tlttnudves, which of them it could be that 
ray miio him [Mark, about to (h ths thing; and, earnestly tlesi- 
IS It PI .Mat. swi. fous to be freed from the suspicion ot such heir 
‘.'i. M.iik XU nous wickedness,, they applied themselves to 
« like x>ii ^.’J 1 Christ, and began every one of them to say to him, 
one by one, Ijord, is it I that am this guilty 
creature ?** Thou knowest that my very he^rt 
abhors the thought, and I hope I shall never be 
capable of entertaining it. 

2 S Now tiicrc was ohe of hh disciples, namely John, who7n2‘S 

leaning on Jhhis’ bo- yyjjli ^ pcCuliar tenderness, apd ho.- 

cjiJbs wiiimi Jesus noured With the most intimate fricndshifi, sat 
luiud next him at the table, on his right-hand; and, 

as they were all m a reclining posture, each of 
them resting on his left elbow, .->0 in the place 
where John was sf«ued be itas leaning on the , 

24 Simon Petor bosom of Jesus. And as the question was almost 2‘i- 
hi him, that ho round, and Je^us made no answer to it, but 
should ask who it rather seemed to !5ti swallowed up in mournful 

ho contemplation, Simon Peter therefore looked 

upon John, and beckoned to him with a motion 
of liis head,* by which he intimated his desiiv 
that he should privately hsk him who if might 

25 rio tinn ivine of whom he spake. He then lying down cIos(t25 

'iriiwmn!’7"i’.‘l''«'lw l'“‘ 

>s I' ? question without being beard by the rest ot ihe 

company, secretly w^bispercd and said to him, 

■j.' Je^M^.^^^^^clV.d, J^ord, who ts it? yVnd Jesus answered him with2o 
^ 'o'^ voice n a. <<> «■/<«». / mi give m 

iha.^ (iipindit. ;\mi sop, whtu I have dipped It. And when he hud 
v.inii ho iiud dijjinii (Upped tlic sop ill ft tluck kind of sauce made of 
™isms, and otter inarcdionti beaten to- 
Ol .•sm.on gether, and properly diluted ,8 he gave it to Jh~ 

das Iscariot, [the Jtoz] of Smon, putting it to- 


‘ 7,» idy tefim, onehyotht IJor^^ i. i1 ^ Jkckimcd to hm with « motion of his 

I ‘" 'k nil tins as a strong proof that ilie beafd } This is certamlv tb« import of 
i.ti i'. inoitti'Mied John xni Jl — 2o, did not the woni y^i/n, which might n.ore exactly 
happen a mght oi two befoio* li r' if be rendered itv.rfderf 
Hiri'ii h, id ihon privately marked out Ju- Kin a tbirk kind of sauce m.idc of 
da-! u» lohn and F^tor as rlie tiaiiqj’, the datrS, &c J The Jews still retain smb a 
ntdf'in Kill rnubi Mireiy hno leaihid s.mcc, whichlbey call t. Iiaroittb, ui.ide ol 
■ -1. ri . td ih'- (.•uiip.ui} h\ tl,: lino ''iioh Ki’id of iiigicdi -ut-., a'uoct tl<.‘ ^ 
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lie afiemards reveals the traitor to them alL 

sKCT. tliat part of the dish which was nearest 

t-txx. liiin, .ind tlirecLing it towards him. Upon which ^ 

Judas put forth Ins hand to take it; and while mat. xxm. y.'J 

XX\V i«** "Hiers continuing f “] f rm)"”!! 

3 the same question to Jesus, he answered am sat a nue of the ixv-ivej 
to them^ yii tV] one of the twelve, [even] he that <■'»'' ins 
now dippetk his haiid u<ilk me in ita dish, thh jii; 

U't^rv person shall betray me.^ And lot him not |)ctr.iy rnc. [Mark 
vainly hope, that I shall exert my miraculous x*'’ 
power to rescue myself from tlie hands of mine 
oiicinits, afiet lie has delivered mo to them and amtisHutu nirukf, 
secured to hinibclf the vvoges of unrighteoqsiics.s; tiounimn d [ ot 
for the Son oj man, ^reat aiid powcriul as he will 
liniilly appear, is nuked ^ain^ to snlformgs and 
death,' usdt is written in the scnpiures, \(iri(l\ 
determined in the Divine counsels, coneernhig 
him: ^ but as tliosc piophecies and counsels have 
no innuence to destroy the free agency of the 

.laW Jicc'of UK It II, to ropitsi'ijt the cldv hive appioliciKlcd n Acts n. '2'i, .ind n . 
Ill mIikIi tl'Mi fiiMt.nSorn vroujrht while 2S, (wl'ich >•! srt'in, on tlu* whole, to he 
t!i<j woic ui'dci hnHdajut* to the l‘gvp* puiallol to il in ilici ino't n.'lurol <on> 
tuns e hii\t Svn.iff. Jinl. iAp»lS, . slruttiou ) 1 look I’pon it .is .ui evident 
.ind the l.'< lii.;iiiiis ( I'remonies ot all Na- pioul. that those Ihinjjs are m thf lan- 
• loi!', Vol. I I' 'il'i guage ol sLiiptiirosaid to b(' ih'ti rmini d, 

fff ' >pj I In tianii h-'iih n>e fn ih' oi decipi'd, (oroxaetly honiidi d ,iiui inai k- 
ih>h ] Seine M 1 V ingeiiumfipersoiwiina- «I out by God, as the word must 

giiie that (limit by this phrase onlv de- iiatiiiallv sigintlrs,) whieh hi sms will in 
i'l.iies It w<i9 oim who salon the ^aroe fact happeii, in ci)nsc(|ueii( c ot his \oli- 
cade uf the \ ib\.e wiUi him, and su eat out tions, without aii\ in i essitaliiig agenc) ; 
of the x’mcflihh, and, if itwoieso, thcie as well as those events ot vhuhln ispro* 
inicht Bcein A gradation m the discovery ]iCrl> the nuihoi ; (and, aa Peva well ev* 
not nbservahlo on any othtr intciprefa- presses it, Jin icipntui I'lfum, einrnrhile 
tinn IliitimiL to insist upon it) that the ^one loqiiUui, we need iiotfeai l.illine, into 
lamb, whuli was to he roasted whole, any jrnpiopriety of speech winn we use 
Kxod. Ml 9, was also to be served up in the language which God li.is taiiahi) I d\, 
opo dish, 1 cannot but oonclade that, if without any necessitatiiur agenev , be- 
this had been our Lord's meaning, on Ciiush I apprehend ihai this ti \t, .inrioug 
hiS saving I’cic, (as Maik relates it,) lu many others, must entiielv oveithrovv 
the same lir< atb /, n th,* i one of th,ejicheine which Mi ('ollibcr (in his 
fii‘' Cet/tc, lie would Jiave added fl; >ji to» Inquiry into the D,v me eMstenee, p *'7 
t/jif «,», nur (\f ttme ihai flip rather 109.)h.is so laboriouslj ciid(.ivouiMi to 
Mi.m which platnl'y sig.' establish; and which ihu autlim of the 

nilks, Me vftif pprsuh thni riippeth.^ I’crsiao letters fioin Paris, (Letfci hi ) 

• 1 bn Sell n! wan iWet'd got/jg.] Afcwc so confidently asserts, “ Th.U whficGod 
often in coininon speech, say t peison is f(.'reseesan event, he alway s dciei inim s 
going 01 gone, to intin'citc tly^t he is dying “• i rendci it necessary, and so lo sm'- 
ur d« ad, Milvlsq^r shew*, (fibserv. Vol. 1. *' pend the moral agency .uid areounta- 

p 119,) that tl»e word .Vnyurhas theam* “ blenesscd thecreamre c onteincd in it,” 
bignity. (Joinpare dosk xxtiu 14, and Weie this the case, nothing could lie 
P8.al xxxix. rj. — The lepetition of that moro unjust (mi the principles of tl\e‘-e 
titleof Me. Vrwi/ man, which IS twice used authors,) than to furetid punishments to 
here hi the same reise, has a peculiai be inllictod tor such actions, wluih h 
eneitrv and dignity, not cuinmonly ob- plainly the case here, find indeed in rno't 
xcived * olhcT phoe.s wild e evil actions are toro- 

id // lA d<?/eriniflpf/.] As.tliis paso.age IS told, 
it'k liable to the ambiguities which suun 



Judas is told. That lohai he did, he should do quickly, 419 

him- hut vio iiDto persons concerned in his death, so there will be sEct. 
ihfsiTof man^s'b^ ^ terrible u'o to that man by whtnn the Son . 
iiajfi: It had been of-^nan is so periidiuusly betrayed, and who j)re- 
foodfiir thatinan, if sumes to set a pricc on his royal and sacred \\b\ 
hlood: u had been well for that man if he had 2^ 

. u e . for a speedy and most dreadful 

vengeance awaits him, which will make the im- 
mortality of his being bis everlasting curse, 

25 . Then Judas Then Judos, who was indeed the person that 25 
winch betr.iyed him, t)cirayed him, answered in some contusion, lest 
1-, I fni silence be should seem to confess his 
..ltd iiilfo him, Thou guilt, and said, Master, is it / that siiall do this 
lust sjid. thing, and to whom thou refercst in these se- 

vere words? And he said to him. Thou hast said 
[right;] "thou art the very person, and 1 will 
conceal it iiq longer.* 

John XIII. < 27 . ^ 7 id oftcr bft w^8 thus cxprcssly marked out, 

And alter the sop, not oiily by Me wliich' Jesus gave him,"^ hut 

apswer which he had returned to his 
iiDto him, That thou question, Satan entered into him with greater 
dnest, do rpuckiy. violence, and stirred up in his bosom sucli in- 
dignation and rage at the disgrace be had met 
with, that lie could bear the place no longer ; 
hut prepared abruptly to leave it before the ta- 
bic was dismissed. Then Jesus said to him, 
are going to do, do quickly ^ farther 
intimaling to him ins perfect knowledge of the 
appointment be had made with the chief prie-sts 
and elders, and admonishing him, as it were, not 
to lose thfe opportunity by over-stavmg liin 
23 Nnw HO man time. But the reference being thus particular 28 

whaUHtoin hclpake company' but himself was 

tills, unto him. privy to, no man at the table knew what was his 
nicanini^ or for what purpose he spake this to % 

29 For some of hiifi. For S 07 ne [of them] t/iought, because Jn- 2 \) 
jmlafhad Ihc keeping of the coimiioii on 

luij. tii.1t je^iis had whicli they were to subsist tlurmg their stay at 
^aid unto him, Buy Jerusalem, that it was as if had said to him, 

Take the first opportunity to buy those sacri- 

* 'fhoti hast said nyhi.] This its plainly w-as encouraged by Christ's giving him 
the import of the oiiginal phiase; Ji is the sop* to hope that Christ ivoiild, utter 
m fhftn hast spoken. (See Mat xx\i.d.3-*- all, piovide for lus own safety, and ad- 
Maik XIV. 61,02} I.ilke xxii. 70; mit him into favour again Christ's 
.IhIiii XI ill. .27.) Thus, .Vtitt yi’K «jy jf'Wi*- woids above cxpiCK^v mt olV all such 
ilioL., signifies among us, '.ficikTig^ht. hope; and t believe uveiy icudei will 
After the sop.], It si'i' ms I cry mini.* jnilge th<» common ai'Couiir of the 

till il to appichciid, with Dr Hovnotds, eopiaviion mm li uirri p\i'b.v*di 
' i.j 111', Woiks, p liM iii‘J li.at liiil.t-; 



4'’0 


Judas' ^ocs away tQ%cecute his purpose, 

I .1 aI.' » II 7 r ' ij. 


ssciv ficcs, and oilier things^ w^ich we shall need for 
€Lxx. theJcGs! to-morrow, aiid on the folio win^jda^sj" 
or that perhaps l»lp' intoiuied he shoiiid give 
Un!\9 something to the PooTy which Christ used to do, 
though their stdcK was 'so sinjftil; hqt always did 
it in a very private manner, which made it the 
nipre probable that be should only giy:e such an 
oblique bint of that intention. Of tliis they 
thought, ralher than of any bad design of Judas; 
for they did not iniiigine that, if he was to prove 
the traitor, his wickedness could immediately 
lake pUce; or ibat he was so utterly abandoned 
its to go away to accomplish k with those awful 
words »f his master sounding, as it were, in his 
ears.* * 

0 But he was capable of coraulitting the crime, 
oven with this aggravation; and therefore hav- 
insti as was said, receif'ed snp^ he imme^ 
diately went out without any farther reply ; and 
as il was nighty which was the tinle he bad ap- 
pointed to meet ill 0*10 who were consulting the 
death of Jesus, under the covert of it lie went 
to them, and fulfilled his engagements, in a few 
hours after, by delivering his Master into their 
hands. 


those things that we 
ha^ lif'cil uf against 
the feast- or that he 
hbouhl, give soine-^' 
thing to the poor. 


.'>0 He then liav- 
ing leceived the sop, 
went imnicfliately 
out: and it was 
night. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

tukf* Who would not gladly continue with Christ in tlic strictest 
x\ii 38 fidelity, amidst all the trials which can arise, when be observes 
how liberally he repays his servants, and how graciously he 
seems to relish his own honours the more, in proportion to the 
degree in which tho-se hoijours are shared with them; appointing 
29, 30tliem a glorious kingdom, and erecting for each of them? 
And surely, though the apostles of the Lamb are to have their 


" Jt hch i.'<’ shall need fvr the feast.'] This 
IS oni* of thp pass.igts whirh has led (?roji 
tn^^ and otlirr oousidcrablc critics 
rliidf*, Hint our I^ird kcptil|epasso\i|Ci^’ 
least one day soom r than the rest. of thb 
.low*,. - 'I’ljL* control cis\ is too lirge to be 
crUicoIly discussed here- 1 content my* 
‘lelf witli referring to Dr. Whitby's excel- 
lent Divscrtation on the subject, (in bis 
Appendix to Mark xiv.) only observing, 
that the supposition of ( linst’s antiripat- 
in? the day appointed by the la», is so 
improbable, tliat I tliink it more reason, 
able to suppose that the word feoit^ or 


pasanetfinjiY signify the offerings attt nd- 
jng tlie ttAo/e' feast, and particularly those 
presented on iliefrst day of unk'avened 
brewl ; '(♦Inch is ccrtiinly the sense ol the 
»grd elsesi'horc (See Deut \m. 3; and 
2 Cbron. nxxv '7—9.) And if this be .nl- 
npiltcd, it still obviate the most plausible 
argument for (Srotms’s opinion, whioh is 
that tajeen from John iviii. 2S. others 
grounded on John \iii. 1. 3j xix H; and 
Mat. xtfvi. i ; are obviated in th6 para- 
phi'.ise or notes on those places, as the at- 
teiiti\e reader will easily perceive 



He flections on the hardness of the traitor'' s heart, 4*21 

N peculiar dignity in the groat day of his triuhiphy there is a sense sect, 
in which he will perform to every one that ovei'Comethj that yet 
more condescending promise, / will^Vant him to sit down with 
tn^m nil/ throne, Cvni as f also overmnte, And am set down with 
my Father <ni h-is throne, (llev. iii 21.) Let our hOuls ui that 
couHdcnce be strengthened to all the labours and suileniigs lo 
\vhi(‘h he may call us forth. . 

It is a melancholy rellcction, that there should bo any one tn 
this select .company, to whom this endearing promise tlid not 
beloiii*; especially one who, having eaten of Christ's bread, 
should, in such a sense and degree as Judas, lift up his /icc/'*"* 
apahisl him. Deliver us () Lord, iiom any share in that guilt' 

We arc tr.atod as thy friends; we are .sot rt/ thy table. Ictus 
not ungratefully kick apjiiist i/iee, wliile the ox knoweth his own- 
er, and the flU his ma.<iier\ crib I (isa. i. 3.) 

K we would iKit do it, let us ho, jealous over ourselves leith a jrai. 
godly jealousy. Happy are they li'hose hearh' witness to their x't' 
smcerity in the presence of him that searches them, and can 
cheerfully Lord, is it I? I^ct them say it humbly loo ; lest 
the infiriiiity of nature prevail upon them lawontl their present 
jiurpo'e or appreheusiou, and lead ti eiii on to do that, the very 
thought of which they wouhl now abhor. 

How aril ully must have conducted himself, when on M.itk 

swell an intimaiioii no particular suspicion apjiears to have fallen 
on him ' But how vain is that artifice, be it ever so refined, 
vvlueli, while it preserves a character in the sight of men, can- Mat. 
ntit 111 the least dfgree impose upon Christ! The day will come 
when he will lay open the false and ungrateful hypocrite, in ’ 
more overwhelming manner than that in winch he here exposed 
Judas; and, whatevtu’ atlvantagc he may have gained, either by 
]jrolessiiio religion, or by betraying it, he will undoubtedly find 
tliat It had been goodj'or him that he had never been born. 

One v'duld have imagined that an admonition like this, whieh 
laid bare the secreth of his heart, and warned him so plainly and 
hiitlifiilly of his. danger, might liave wrought some remorse in 
hi^ heart, or at least have proved soisie impediment to the im- 
mediate execution of his design: but, being now given up liy 
the righteous judgment of God to the influence of and 

the lust of his own depraved mmd, heis exasperated, rather than^*"’ ‘ ' 
reclaimed by it; and immediately goes forthi under the covert 30 
of the night, to hasten the acconifilishment of that work of daik- 
ncss, the consequences of which hud been so Awfully rcpiescnted. 

() Lord, let thy grace, and thy love, do that for us which t}i\ 
terrors alone cannot do! Let our hearts be melted by that noblei 
jirmciplo, and taught to abhor every thing wliieh vvou'd dispLs'ue 
»hee ! Oh, let them flow forth into such workings of compassion 
;<« the afflicted, as engaged the blessed Jesus lo relieve the poor2'j 



m 


Jesus declares that he should soon be glorified. 

SECT, out of liis own little stock; and into those sentiments of candom 
ctxx. wliirh would not permit the apostles^ even after this admonition, 
''*">^10 iiuagine Judas altogether so bad as he indeed was, but led 
, them to put the milde.st construction on their Master’s ambigu- 
ous address lo him! Such may onrxnistnkes be, wherever w(;‘(jo 
mistake ; the errors of a charily^ which would not b}’ excessive 
rigour injure tho vilest sinner, and much less the least and 
weakest of God’s servants! 


SECT. CLXXI. 


Christy jia^vig exhorted his disciples to vnUual hxe^ fnrchairi^ 
them of their approaching trial, and foretells Peter's Jail, im- 
media teljf before the euc/iarist, Luke XXll. 31— 3E John 
XIIL 31,. to the end. 


JOHN Xin, 3 L 

srer JT was observed in the preceding section how 
CLXXI, Juilas, being marked out both by Christ’s 
^actioiLs atid his words, quitted the place m a 
xni!”)i of rage and conlusion : when iherejore 

he ivas thus gone out, “ Jesus said to the rest of 
his disciples as they sat at the table with him, 
iVW’ is the Son of man just on tlie point of be- 
ifig glorified far more remarkably than ever ; 

- and God in a most illustrious manner is to be 
glorified in him, by the signal and extraordi- 
nary circumstances of his abasement and cxal- 
32tation. And you may assure yourselves, that 
if God be glorified in liinii God will also g lorifij 
‘ mm in and with himself, in such a degree as 
shall in the most convincing pnamier declare his 
intimate relation to him; the time will pre- 
sently come, when he will eminently glorify 
him: for the Son of man isy^^y shortly to en-‘ 
ter on the honours of his tj^cftial and universal 
kingdom, and in the mekti'^iine, some rays of 
Divine glory shall shine tfiroogt>all that cloud 
of ignominy, reproachjAnd distress, v\hich shall 
surround him. 

,J 3 My dear little c^ldren, whom I love even 


JOHN XIII >1. 
^J’Hi'ftFronr whcii 
he was KDne'oiit, 
.fcsus 's.iicl. Now ’ 
(he Sou ul nuin glo- 
rilii’d, au'l O’oil i 
glonlied in lutn 


■VJ If Cod b.- L'!.). 
rilicd III hull, i^i'l 
i-h.iUahogliUilv iiiiM 
in lijuisolf, .lll(l^tl.lll 
stiaighiwav uloniv 
him. 


> LiUlu children 


* f>' A /’b I/jm/Vc Ac BM omL| The <;Linahly supiiobc, ('nriM would hav« 
re.iflor will oljstne thar, li the foiiner cuaiiuanded him to drink ot tho cup, ,i' 
rca-f'ninu rclatit'g (o ili«> order of tins ilie blood thtd for him for the romi sioii 
pjit ot tl'o storj'bc j’lst, .ludas certain- ol his sius, wlieu he had pist hclt>rc ht'»'ri 
l\ went (I'll bifofe the cuchariai -wa- d^claiing iii ei'icci, that his siusj sliouhi 
'.ip'if .''Ld. Ard unit f'd one '-'lunot n a- i!'*\ ci bo forgiven. 



I 


lie commands his disciples to love one another, 4^3 

> r( a little T»hiU' I. iin vviih parental tenderness^ and whom my heait sect, 
^me •’ and li'h'i iHidcr all youf trials and sorrows, it is yet * • 'f**- 
kiMi uni.’) the Jc«. but tf vcfv Utlk w’4i7elonger that I'am to con- 
bviiiilirrlfio, yocan- timie with you; a fe«v' hours more will yiart us :\ni. 

^iS!ou> }(ni ^ ^ ^ono^ ye shall see/^ ?«?, fl/zdwish 

for my presence and converse; but, av / mU to 
the JeteSj that whither I ifo, ye cannot come 
(John Yii. 31- ; and viii. 21, p. 32, bT) , so now 
1 say to ynu, Ye cannot as yet come to the place 
•34 A now (oin- wh'.ther 1 am going. But obserie inv y)arting;j 4 
nidiulin. nt I liiviMin- words, and let them be written on your very 

oU“',';.tiIcrV'a‘“'’5 ^ 'S''"" “ " " • 

hdM'luvcd yr.li, that vienty aiid press you by new monies and a new 
V* aliiri love on» dll- example to a duty wfiicli hitherto, alas, has 
boon too little regarded ; and from hencefortli 
would have }oii to consider it as confirmed by 
a new sanction, and to keep it ever fresh in 
yoni memories; That ye love one another wii\i 
a most' sincere and ardent alVoctioii, siicli as 
mankind have neverknown before; yea, 1 would 
Jiow enjoin you, exen as I have loved you^ that 
ye also would love one another, with a frimidship 
winch 'may carry you througli such difilcnltics 
and su Hermes as I am going to endure (or you 
p.y tins shall all. This will be the most acceptable ami tbeS.*) 
most ornamental token o( your relation to me; 
and I recommend it to you, as the noblest 
badge of your profession: *■ fur hy this shall all 


^ 1 7if \ cmmnamlmcnf ] f appreht’nd 
till'-. fxpit'siKm siiuMiln'h ii'iich inoic than 
a )cntu,f\l t'n.nhuml ((.ompare 
1 J'llm Ji 7, H, .ind ‘i Jul.n in. !i ) Ii 
M'.’iris a strung and liv(d> iiitiination Uiat 
tlir I'ljuaj; w.iits ty mutual lu\e, peculiar 
tij the Cliribt'an liibpi nsation, are so 
Mii^ular, and .su fogtiU, tliat all other 
tiivn, wht n cunipdrctl with its! vntaiics, 
may vom uninsti noted m the school of 
nieiidbhip, and Jesus may appear, as it 
wcri', the first professor of that Do me 
s..icin'f. Jamblu’us (Vit. Pythag. cap. 
3:>.) steinsi very iiijiirionsly to have pre- 
tcired the P\thaijroitMiis to all other men 
on that .iceount; but i? may be observ- 
ed, that both he and Kunapius, like many 
inorlernsf, seem to^ have had very little 
re!,'ard to truth alien falsehood iiiiplit 
east a sliu on Chiistianity. — Di Cl.irke 
dell observes, that oiii I ord seems to 
h.iM !.i'fl this poc'uhai stress on chaiitv, 
»is foiOseemg lliat general corruption 
*tui dtMruciion of Inic Christianity, 
'h the want of it wouWeause anumg 


those that should tall theinsclvcs bis 
cVniicb. (Claik’s .Seimuns, V'.l. Ill p. 
297.)— Kapbelius (dmiot ex. .\eo p 
137— 159) J)JS the bc-'l note I evpi saw 
on the passage, though I think it baldly 
reaches the full spiiic ofit, in vliieh he 
shews that jlsenophoii Ciill.s tlie luv,* vj 

/yC'frpVT xaivcr7a7oi vs^xei, c«ry h. : Vri.4, 
jievfTal hundred yeais after thev won 
becailsc, though they had been 
by other natiuos, they h,.d 
dot be^n practised bj thmi — I'eihaps 
our Lord may hcie in iiiuilc .1 rcCtction, 
not only ott that paitv spiiit % hidi pie- 
vailcd so much. in the Jews, but likewise 
on Ukm mutations ai)4contcidioiis am.iiK 
the apostles themselves, which iiiiitu.il 
love would easily have cuied. la this 
sense it is still a new cunimnodinciit lo 
us, who generally act as if we had ri.<t ) 1 1 
got time to iearn, or even to re.-d '( 

« The noblest badge of yoiii piufis^Kiu ] 
It is well known ihai the luuudns ol lu w 
societies appoint someprcuhai uii'aniiiif, 
sign, 01 mode of living hv whu'li ihoi!. 



424 On Peters confidence, fmts firetetts his fall. 


bECT. nicn htow that yon are my disciples indeed, if 
c'Lxxt. tlu'v aco 7/ou have that lively and generous love 
c(i4:h other wliioh nothing but my gospel can 
x/!i K) to inspire. 

On this Jesus [laused, that they might have 
an opportunity to redect seriously on the im 
portant charge he had given theni. And Simon 
Peter, touched with what be bad said of his 
being ready to go wliither they could not conic, 
said to him, Lord^ permit us to inquire, whither 
art thou f Jesus answered him, 1 tell thee, 
Peter, Whither 1 am f^oing thou canst not di- 
leetly foJloxo me now ; for thou art intended for 
.service in my church for many fiifurc ye.irs : 
hut let it suffice tlKi<', 'that thou shall foUotv me 


.'ll! men know that 
5 ’e are my dwciplp<>, . 
U yo have love onf 
to another. 

.■jS Simon fVlep .nil 
unto turn, Txod, whi- 
tlier rrocst tliou ^ 
Jes^l^ answered liitn 
Whither 1 go, Ihon 
canst not follow nu' 
now, hut thou sh.ilt 
lot low me after* 
wariK. 


jtfierwards xo the same way,** and dwell perpe- 
'j"tually with^me. Peier said, to him, in a tran- 37 ivum- sjuI nn- 
sport of e^er ami K'nder affection, W, a’/'iy '"..J;"’’! wlf: 
cajwot Ifolhic Ihec now ^ w hatever (ilincUitIO.S now 1 will I lydown 
and dangers may be in the way, the prospect of »•'' life foi thvsakt- 
them does not diseounige me ; foi / will most 
willingly laydown my lijefor thy sake, and had 
much r.ithcT die than part with thee. 

But Jesus answered him, Wi It thou m]oei\ <0 -Jesus .msun- 
readWy lay down thy life for 7)nj sake? xUas, thou *1"’" 

knowest not ihme own weakness, or tbon f,,,. 

, woiildst never talk thus confidently. 

Luke -dud the Ijird added with great earnestness, Lrn \\n. si— 
\Mi and said, 0 Simon, Simon, 1 must tell dice, And the lord baid. 
3 1 that an hour of terrible tiial is just at hand, whieli (1^ 

Will press harder than thou, art aware on thee, siraii'.) Wwc vuu.tii.u 
and on all ihy r.onipam<>rw here: for 
Satan, as in the case (»f Job, (Job ii. ) lias * 
requested of Goil a permission \to(issauli\ you 
all by furious and violent temptations, tmt he 
may fio,ss you up and down, an^ sift f^iUt] lihe 
32aVwnn a sieve : (ciomparpf^'>4uit»i '^•) Pid ‘ 

T, foreseeing the danger ^fech thou, Peter, 
wilt peciibai ly be exposed, ha^e graciously pre- 
vented thee, with die, tokens of my friendly rare, 


followers nioy be known from wUiera. 
Thi.s scH-m? to hf’ heift allii^ded to. 

'I 'Ihon (ill tolitiw me ({ftrnuanU.\ I 
fill) iT.'idy I iliiiik our 1 oid here ohli- 
fjuclv hints at wh.it hoatiemard'* hirther 
’liuified in his fomoi.iu.i Potrr .'iftei 


Jii.s roniweclion. when he ordfred him to 
follow hhu I John t'.h ucct, 

namely, that Peter shoi’ld die on tbt cioss 
fur Ins s.ike; which ant '^rit histui v .is- 
ciirr.i us that he did. h H''l 

I (’(•!(.«. lih i'l cap I, 



Before cochcroioing he^mtdd him thrice. A25 

prayf-d for thee, that and have praijed to my Father f<n* thee, that ho *«?. t. 
thy faith fail not;and ^ould communicate tO < theC SUCi) supniic's of tixxi. 
v riud, ‘‘trcDgthen grace that thy faith, not utterly Jaii, and 
.hv brethren. sink uiuler the violent shock it ts to receive : 

N, and let me now exhort thee, that when thou art 

rdurned from those wanderings, into which I 
know thoii wilt fall, to the paths of wisdom and 
di|ty,® thou wouldst be sure to make it thirio 
immediate care to strtngihen iky brethren ; and 
do thine utmobt, all the rcmairider of thy dins, 
to engage all over whom thou hast any influence, 
to a steady adherence to my cause, in the midst 
of the greatest difficulties/ 

/j Ami lit said «n- g^ijj confidence that IVier'i.^ 

liLdy^’io T'o null his own stedfastness and zeal, that h( 

thiic, both into pn- /o A/wt, With reiicwed eagerness and warmth, 
on, and to death, whtit I Said bot fiow IS the deliberate sen- 

timent and resolution of my heart : lead me 
therefore Whither thou pleasest : for / am ready 
to go with thee, both into prison, and to dutdi 
Itself, and whatsoever 1 may suffer liy conlimi- 
ing with thee, none of the most cruel of thine 
onemios shall ever be able to part us. 

\irii^'\ciir ltd*’ Jesus, that he might convince him of his^l 

inito* thte.j' ^Petrr^, weakness, and prevent nis ever trusting in his 
tin < opk shall nnt owu heart again, said to him, Peter, I know the 
♦ tow this day, bi'iore sincerity of thine intention, yet I most assured-^ 
ly my unto thee, It shall not be the time of 
eoch'-erozving to^lay,9 before thou .shall be so tcr- 


•“ When tfio't ait retnrncii, &r J Kon cj 

73 . '■(C a! < 7 .. 

I (■ .nt.fjt think the authoiities h'.ik h iha 
U’.uiifd I'.lsncr ptotlurcs, (01)>(T\. VoI. t 
p ‘2Ti.) ‘■nfliv’iont to induce »m, with 
Nr \orto!i Kiutt libull, to translate these 
Moidi, 1)v Ihi.u^ iome time or (i(her, convcit 
and i,'re>ifitken thif hreikren — for the sig- 
iiirir.itioti of see Acts ix. 35, 

XI ‘21 , xi\. 1 j. 

•" Make it tliiue immediate care, &<*.] 

I ('an s (0 ho ub]ection against taking the 
(diargc iiilhiTiCompichoiisive eenso’ and 
as I (Question not but Peter, after he had 
wept hs-y fall so bitterly, as we know ho 
did, applied liimself to rally Ins dispers- 
ed brethrei), and to prei ent their fleeing 
from .li'iii^dlem, tiH the third day a as 
*)X(ir, 111 the morning of wlncli ho w.«s up 
b(‘l mil's, and e.irly at the sepulchre of 
oiii l.oiil (see lohti XX. 2,0, seot.cv'ix.) 

'mil rd the iftrain of hia epistles sbew« 


his long and affectionate rcmemtrrunee of 
tins ibolemo charge. Many .pasi>.igea of 
the first are peculiaily intended to ani- 
mate his Chrbtian brethren to a loiira- 
goons adherence to Christ, dniidst the 
greatest dangers, I J’et. i b, 7; ii l'*, 
20, lU. U— is, IV. 12—19; A K, Q, 10. 
and the second has severdl cMutions. lo 
gaard diem a»aiii.st the sediietions of n- 
ror, In some instances mme to be dn ail- 
ed than the terrors of tlie sc- I'resi - 
o\it'’oo. 2 Pet. 1 111, 12 , 1! 1, '2, 20 21 , 
111. 3, 17. 

§ It shall not Actin’ Mine of rw/f-!..', 
to diiy.] A c.ircfui pcin«at nfse/'t. claxxi 
compared witli tnu, will show why 1 
have not here brought in tlie accuuu*- 
which Matthew and Miiik b.iAC'giten n 
of'Cbrist’s admonitions to Peter and l.i*- 
brethren on tliip head, which appeal io 
be the renewal of this ^ .me h mis .ittci 
A- It IS plain fit-ni tiiiM c- ,ip,l thi> < •■n* 



42(3 Reflections on Chrisfi^care of hu disciples. 

SECT. rificJ at the faces of these enemies whom thou that thou shah thnor 
cuxi. now (Icfjcst, that tkou jhalt thrice deny that 

'thou so miicli as fcnffwekme^ anil shall solemnly — 38 .] 

\xn resjard to me. (Compare Mat. x\’vi. 

j,3t, ami Maik xiv. 30, sect, clxxxi.) 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Tnko Alas, how joatly are we to forget ourselves; and how much 
\nj . 33 . ChristWiiiiida than in our own! How frequently 

do we resolve hke Peter ^ and in how many instances do we JalL 
3 i like riini ! We see the malice of Salan^ and how eagerly he de- 
sired t ) try the apostles^ and even to sift them as wheat: no see 
also the grachJiis care of ouc Redeemer^ vvlio, foreseeing the dan- 
- — ger ofhjs servants, laid in an unsought remedy, to which they 
respectively owed their socuritj, or their recovery. 

Let ns rejoice that the great enemy is under such restraints, 
and can hjive no power against us, unless hy permission from 
above, ' Let us rejoice that Christ is a constant and invarial)le 
Friend to his people; and still appears as an /tdiocafe'wifh the 
Father, and iis a tender faithful Shepherd, watching over them 
for good, whde Satan is seeking to devour them, (l IVt, \. 8.) 
If at any time that adversary get an advantage over ns, ht us en- 
deavour in the strength of Divine, grace an immediate iceovory, 
-32 and when restond, let jus exert ourselves to strengthen ovr he- 
thren: for surely it is most reasonable that we, who aiv 
rounded with such various, and such sensible infirmities, should 
have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that arc out oj the 
' wa^. (Heb. v. 2.) 

f'lin In this iniitance, as in all ojthers, let us bi* mindful of the dying 
'‘^•charge, the new commandment of oin dear r.ord; and let us shew 
upon all occasions, this distinguishing of oiir relation to 
him, even our love to each other. So w ill our |)rolession be adorn- 
31 ed, and the Son of man be farther glorified, by the ( (mdnet of his 
servants 011 earth : so shall be at length glarify us ivith himself, 
and after a short absence call 11 $ to follow him into those rc- 
higions of perfect love, which ojust of course be the scats of ever- 
lasting joy. ; 

in the mean time, send dowD; 0 gracious Emmanuel, thy Spi- 
rit of loie on all thy followers; that \vc may no longer glory in 

tliai theOoCk actuallv viCA' befoicPcter’s Font is well ku.mn, Ihobc \trjlanL am- 
Uitiddcni.l1, we iitust t'erlandy tnke the mals, on any little di'.tiiibancc.ottcn crow 
” oi'L of I iiko aud John, a8 in this ver- at midnight, or bdore it ; though thi j do 
i-inti, fui (hi. < oittinon time of cock-crow- not comc trom lht‘jr roo'<t ^ill about th'^ee 
111 ',;, which probably did not come till af- in the morning, which was uKiiully called 
t< I the (ook mIii( h Peter hcaid bad cron- the cock crowing (M.ulc Sec 

• '1 (he second tune, and peihapsuftener f)i W I'iiby’:. X'>u on M.tt wm, :i-v 



Christ, after supper, institutes the eucharisL 


4 ‘ 2 ; 


our shoulders as a mark of honour^ and wear it as a crown ' 
„pi^our heads ; that the spirit of hatred, reproach, and perse- 
cui^ may vanish like an unwholesome mist before the sun, and 
it may ajrain he universally said, as of old, Bthohi, how these 
Christians love one another! Amen. 


• SECT. CLXXir. 

Christ, at the conclusion of the passover, institutes the eucharisi. 
Mat. XXVI. 20 — 30 . Mark XIV. 22 — 26 . Luke XXII. 
19 , 20 . • 


>UT XXVI 2G XXyi. 26. 

^i\J) a-. (lie\ v'Cit' V^UCIT was the admonition that Christ gave to &i-cr. 
*',atinp, ipsustook ' Pct('i, and such was his discourse with Ins 
discmlcs while (hey were at M(,iper; a»rf.m.w. 
hhis^cd //, artdi.rakc US they wcrt eating, or just as they had linished, x\vi 
>f, and ^avp if to thn thc pasclvcil supper,* Jesus look a cake of bread; 26 
disciple-, and said, having in a solemn manner given thanks to 
his heavenly Father, and blessed [it,] that is, 
having im|)lored the Divine blessing on it, and 
on the ordinance then to be instituted, that it 


might in all succeeding ages tend to the edifica- 
tion and comfort of his people;^ he brake the 
bread into several jueces, and gave some of \it\ 
io each of the disciples piesent, and saii, Take 


^ Inst ri') they had finished the paschal 
J MaiiiioimUs and otlicr labbo^s 
t(‘!l It", iliat it was a riilcaiiionp ihi- 
«t till' cihI of the Slipper, to takt' a piece 
of (111. Iamb for thc lad thiiijt thc} eat that 
I'li^lit (See Aiiikwoitii, as quoted before, 

II itc p 'rir>.) ^l this custom \vaa as 
^ild as (Jhi'ist’s time, it would make this 
.u timi so muoli the more remarkable It 
would plainly »hcn, that the bread here 
diMnbiiUd was a very distinct thing fiom 
the meal tltey had been making together, 
.uid might hi, in Ihe first opening of the 
action, a kind of synihulical intimation, 
that the .lewii'-h pa.ssoicr was to give way 
to anuthi r and nobler divine institution* 

'> //.] It IS not cxprtssly said 

III the oiiginal, that Chi ist blessed rf, that 
1 , U/t' bread, (oor indeed that he br.ik.e 
it j) liiit it r, u’fy reasonable to imagine, 
tliat ihi-, thaiik-giving was attended with 
a p’ thit the Divine blu-smg might 


accompany the bread. And it is so very 
plain from I Cor x 1 6, that the apO'tles 
taught Christians to bless the cup, that 
I cannot but wondet, that' one of the 
most accurate and pi netrating w ntc rs of 
our age should scruple to allow, that 
Vhmt ileiic'l the iacruihental elemenfu J he 
same word is used in Mat. xtv I'^ Maik 
Vi, 41 i vili. 7 ; and Luke i\. l(> , whcv 
itis-eertam, an extraordinary at- 

tended irrad and/* in answer to 
his prayers. (See aLo Mark x Hi, Luke 
it. 34; and Grn. ii. 3, Septuag.) It would 
indeed be absurd to interpret th.e, ol In!' 
conferring a virtue on bread so !>ct apart, 
to work a.s a eharm, cither on mens bo- 
dies or souls, but I ho))e few Christiana 
ai'e So lU uiittructcd as to imagine thi- to 
be the case in the encluaii^t, and all wi<,e 
and faithful nnnisters will, no doubt, hr 
bolicitou^i to preserve them fvi ni so wild 
and inisehuvoiis a nf'iiMu 



lie distrihules bread and xvine as his body and blood. 

SRCT. this hivad and eat tjk with reverence’ and thank- rakf, e.it, this is 
ct^xir. fulness for fhis Iwh/y that is, it is the 

seiisihU* si‘^n and fepte-scntatioo oi rn} i)odv',“ you; tins do in u' 
\\vj freely and is speedily to bo mcnibraKp i.t m [ 

broken, bmii-cd, vvounded, and even slauohtcr- 
i'dyor yrm Do this hereaftev, in your assem- "" "* 
bhes lor rolunons wor'.liip, ma pious and artVo- 
I innate cooinirmoratio/i of me, that you may 
keep up the memory of my dying love, may 
openly profess your dependent* on my dealli, 
and impress your hearts with a hccoming sense 
of it. (C’ompan^ t Cor. xi. 24.) 

7 j-1 fid in lifiv manner y after I he^ had suppfdy he '2? Ami fi.nk. , 
also took the enp,^ that is, another cup iflffcrtMit 
from that whitili lie iiad before divided among tt-rsulJtij^ 
them; (Luke x)tii. lY. p. 406.) ami tvhen he 
had ^hen ihanks to bis heavenly Father, and 
implored hia Wessitig upon it, as a solemn sacra- 


' 'I hit n mtf. h'i'fif } WJieii I consider 
th.it (as .‘ifh'iusaiid urile s li.ivoohsened) 
Oil t'i<* same f(iu!id.iiloa <m m liicli the l*a- 
pist-. armic for transidi'.hJniia'ion from 
thes ' Mords, ilu’v niijjht pr.n e, from K^ek. 
S', J — 5, th.it the pii^|)hct\ hair was (he 
fity of Jcr'isaleui ; fioni .lohii \ 9. and 
3.\, J. that ChiLst wns iilerany a rfaor and 
« yiwi’j ard (rora >ra(. \'\\ i. *Z“l, 3cl. and 
1 Clor. XI ‘1 ' lint th<' riifi w,is Aw AWf, 
and that Christ ('omm,in(ied his disc iplcs 
to drink ajd smtiHiw the enp; I cannot 
be astonished at the inference they ^otild 
deJiirr fioin- lienoe Had In'iiain^ or 
Kpiplunn!!) r'*|Ttilod such a thing of any 
sect of aneii’nt lieietics now extihet, one 
Aonhl ha\ e been -o candid to hnniarf na> 
tine as to siip|;>ose the histiridn tiimn- 
fiumed. As it h, one i,s almost' tempted 
10 snsji.'^rt it to he tlieoircot of art ogam o 
icithei than on III , .iiid lo consider it as 
I in< le insolent attempt to shew the 
woild, in the s'miigc'.t iii&(Jmi$:4 t^y 
•MiiU invent, whit monstrous 
'U'lijy slioiilJ djie to say, vbich'tbh 
vrr'i'iicd I iitv ‘.hoiild not dare tti coii- 
^.idii t, iMv, whii h thm diunhl bdfbrfcd 
to pietnH tlic} bcluocd. In Ihis \iew 
the thonaht is flifiniralde and worthy the 
»io t.m.diciiMis wit' tint ccov lorded it 
*1 the hunt. ii;f of (hid Hut it inav 
fl tiie^ume i miis re'lei lifiii, whether 
't he not an i tariee of ini'atiiatioii, to 
which (lod h.' '.nr II them up, Uiwt it 
:n.ty lie a pU mark lo dll that will use 
com. non eii'>< nt Liu i'ios'-< nior in a 
chinch vhit'h Iniiri'. i.if.illibility ; and 
my not ben ml i’ Pirn ub ijm a i 


kind of antidote against Ihc iiNt ot its 
jxn»0ii. 

/(/>e/ Mry And uz/i/o'd Ac fi'^o fooi ih- 
exp, I A learned divine ot ihe is.dbluh- 
iiieiit, who hrtH f.i\ oiired me with m.iny 
sheets of aueurate reiiiaiks on this woiK, 
(whieii were of so great use hi me m loi - 
rcctmit it for the second edition as to 
demand my public .lokniuledguicuts,; 
b«is objected to the supposition here made 
of iti being anolkei nip, wJ.u h I have a-, 
sorted 111 tht' parapbras. . JWit, with all 
due di’fercnee to his pc n.-tratioii, (which 
IS ind « d lerv gifat,) 1 must hc"' 1 v t > 
ohsep V, that it slil) apjU'ai'. most [.roh.i 

blc to rne, that it was a' 1 tlu ic lepi. - 
sent it, not nicrelj becan-e l.iik^ iiu n- 
tions a cvp taken hrfoie the In cad, (J.nke 
XXII. IT, p 4l)(i.) but because in (he pas- 
sage before us, (ver '.>0 ) lie adds to that 
the mciiti.m of a rnp t{flo it It is well 
known, the Jews useil scvcial cups ot 
wine at the pas50\ei, and oi.o of thoui 
With Lite aiilepast, at the vci-j beginning 
of the fca^it (See note* on Maik m\. 
I'T. p 405.) 1 know not how lar -o .ac- 

ctirate a writef as '.t. Luke might l.uthei 
intimate tins distinc t on, by ii.siiig the 
wbid ^(.^ajLovof (lei IT.) with icspeot to 
the fust eup. wiiiih strict! v expresses re- 
e"i\in!i It fioni the h'jlid jf another ino- 
bably of the scii'antuho uaiied at the 
fatile, V. hcrcjs rjiv f lakiiii ^ ) is the n ord 
used, ver 19, cd’ which s’:?-*:) h'-re in 
\er '^0 is gosti'ned ; wlucli micht hmo 
1 cen ecpiallv propel, if th'*cnp stood on 
tin table bcfoio him, j< the bread tso* 
in the iMcli.iri''t prob.i'>l\ dul # 



His blood is shed for the forgiveness of sijis. 4*2 i) 

mentul sign, he gave '[//I to thou, mid said, hct. 

' Uhd I^rink ye all of it, tlwu 19 , of the wine uluch it *^511 
dll (hank it j coiitpiiis: (nul accordingly the^all drank sooio of 
^ XIV 2.'3.j it. Fur, said he to ihenh as'lie delivered it in- xxvi 
* Uirs^J hands, This of wine is a rcuresen- 2S 

rjiN? 'Hus lutioo of my Hood, \even\ of that blood winch 

1 i.i'ivr, < up] is my IS the great basis of the new covenant, [o/ J is it- 
"in ' the seal of t/ic 34rtiv covenant, established 
'.'lo"Kll,ivinI*iu^shcii w/y Hood, which is shed foi\you, [ami] for 
ir.iKi' ior you aiid\ many more, as the great ransom to be paidjoi* 

t.)i nuiiv, i..r ^ic . f ^ 

Il'lIUs itm »jt hill's, r t 1 II 

i\Ui,i xi\ 21 . ^ hym resolution to comply with the engage- 
t.iiKh x,\ii — '’0 1 inents of that covenant, and with a cheerful 
hope of hs invaluable blessm;L:s; and do tins, as 
often as ye drink it, in a ihanktul coiomonoia- 
tion ol me, and with a proper care to distin- 
guish between this and a common meal, appro- < 
jinating what )ou do in this ordinance entirely 
to a religious purpose. (Compare 1 Cor. x'. 
lut l.vtiii>] I y^tt^Ulien our Lord repeated wliat he had- 

.said as they were sitting down to sup])cr (Luke 
x-\n. 18, p. 40d), I'erily, I say unto you. That 

' liic s<al uf the mil. i(j<.emnl,} It means woithyj anti vvliich they tainiot at 
set 11 * ic-rv I'vitlent, that when llic* >-uiTa- all the better cli'Sene for that sHnction 
incut, il t'l'p here, and in 1 t^ui. Qj, n ivhich the papal authority has '^nvcri In 
' j 1I( il >hf ,i>‘u loicnanl, itmust hifjnify f/ii one of tliera, ibuugh it seems thereby to 
w. /of It , jH«t .la »lioii(nrw/iif?j/«rt ivrall- bcenpieloiied to th« original 

m| ( oii'icovciionl., mil. 10, and H is • In my L'uott, uhufi ts ihed — as the 
li)' H sftiil, \«'i I'J, My rov-'iiant ihuil he cat ransom to be paid /i^r //le at >; 

■i ,/.■/// fu'ih, v.c nuibt iiiidu'-sLaiid the nai J appielicfld Ihw ordinaiitv ol 

(if it • and if by //;i ^ral t / /he coitnuni be* the eu<^hari«tto liniu bo plain du b i< me’ 
nil .lilt, js I here e\j»)ain it, and .ib iimsl to the atone'ineiit or witi'.fat iionoft l,ii’>i, 
f ikt It “ au appointed token of tn r ae- and to do so bolemn an honour to th.U 
‘ I’l ii!,ii'; tlirft t OK nant, and oftiud s la- fundamental d(;etiiuii of the goeprl, tli.it 
\(itii Tu us on biippobition of tlu mu- 1 cannot but bolicie, that while this k.'i- 
(•■u(v of that acecplaiK e;” it i.n so Cied luvtilution continue'* m the dun eb. 

, 1 u;;, that the ouehar st, .as well .tshap- (as iMiill und.mbtedlv d-i to the ind ot 
ti'in, I sm il .a sr'al, tli.it they whodis- the w ’ild,) it will in imiiosahle to looL 
ij))i e till' word ('cny not the thing. th,<itdo;('l)iiie out ot the iiniuls ol plain 
fSi'tb" Plain \eeounl of the lAir(i’b.‘<up- hti'm^le'.Chrisliaiis by all the liule arti- 
)'(i p loS, Idd)— I Itcne icndered the fiee% e^ivuiih forced and \iiinatiii.il inti- 
^^md '•iB^w, iocemr:/, lather than tei/a- cisiwjl'aaibO''C aiebj whu,li it h is bten 
- 1 . or tt.//, bf'eau.H it ib evjdcnUy the attacked; rnprejudicod and honesr 
iii'iu* O'.!' il s itnif'catiou of the word, simplicity will always ■•ee the aiuilocry- 
and be< ai.se the old coveimnl, to which this ordiuaoce ha> to edmg the ficth of 
the new i*. opj'OKd, eaiinol uithany jiro- theSoKt^ (lodt and dnnLtngh's llond; aiid 
pihtv bcc.illed a iihtaineiit, with refer- will be taught by it to feed on him .as 
• I' I- to the death ofiiny tCbtator, which the bmb that was slam by the pi.acimu 
Llic nii’a ehiciJy iiMsted on by those appointniei.t of (loi ia tnke //itoy t/.en/t 
iilio woild lelain om common versun oflhtvmld. The enoinies of ibis Inait- 
l'i le And, hv the wav, it appCtari on reviling truth nihgiit .as well hope to 
fliN juiiierplc, th.it the ti»lo of our 13iblc picic‘etbroiij>h a e.i.at of mail wilha ■.ti.iw, 

|^ II ifii ipeily .and olibCiin Iv rciidiTcd, iistorraeh ueli a tiulh, di u iided l,i 
'»v a ot <’()rii|il.iiiori<’e to (he old such an ludin.r.ice as this, by any of tl-eit 

' -lull ibions, of wluib they wire by uo trifling '»ophita.< i 



: They closetke ordinance Xiiith singing a hymn. 

^fXT. from this time I wilt drink iu> more of this pro.- unto you, i 
cufxii (iuce of the vinCy^ ‘ until that day when / hcncefwth ^ 

drink it new with you in the kingdom // God my frmt of iiu* vme, \ n- ' 
Father • that is, till, beinff risen from the dead, *>* ‘*ay wh/n i 
29 1 have received my mediatorial kingdom, and 

we shall share together in much nobler enter- of Ifiod) my tatiu r. 
taiiiments than earth can afford, even in its xiv, 
highest religious solemnities, which shall then 
be happily superseded. 

30 And aheUy according to the usual custom at 50 And when they 
the close of the passover, they had sung an *'y“”>* 

hymn of praise to God at the conclusion of the 
eucharist,*' and had passed some remaining time [Maik xiv. 20 .] 
in those discourses, and in that prayer which 
will be the subject of the following sections, 
they went out to the mount of Olives ; where our 
Lord had determined to spend some time in de- 
votion, though he knew that .hulas and his 
enemies would come thither to seize him. 


IMPKOVbMEN'I. 

Mat. Let us now review, with most thankful acknowlcdgmeni, 
'txM. 26this gracious legacy oi our Redeem eVy this reviving ami 
nourishing ordinancCy which he lustiiutcd for the benefit of his 
church the same night in which he was betrayed : (1 Cor.^i. ) 
So tenderly did his love for them prevail, when hi.s heart was full 
of his own sorrows ! May we always consider to what purposes 
this, holy rite was ordained ; and as v\e shall see the wisdom ot 
the appoiutnieiit, so we shall also he both awakened to attend to 
it, and assisted in that attendance ! 

Luke It is the memorial of the death of Christy by whichVe repri'senl 
XXII. 19 it to others, and to ourselves. May we be ever ii‘ady to give 

f think no mo'e of this prwlutcof' plSalins mi}?ht be ubciI by our at tlif 
//ffwiwcj 'Ibis may stem an intmationj close of the eucban'it, as very suitable 
tlidt iRol'<;I) Cbust drank with them after Jo this occasion, though it !•> unoeriaiij, 
hie fi uiiceiioiT, (Arts V. 41.) hc!d|d not whether (as Oroljii.s and sonic others 
make uh* of wiiir. l’» rhaps ib’iHr jpQver- think) it might not be some other hvinn, 
ty might notallow them often to'druikit; more closely adapted to the ecleluatioo 
and weduiv't find that be u as e^e'rpre'* of the onchaii't, — t thought it proper 
sfcut at any fi ast ; at lesMit we arc surqhe here to conclude the '.tory of the passoi er 
iieiei' celehuted ai-other passover Wifti ?ud &» mention their jcninf! out, tluiigh 
them. ' Nor dot s it appear, that he par- that did not inimi diuttly follow on llicii 
took of the cucliari<.t with them, or ever siiignig the hymn. Some such little ao- 
administeied it, but at this time of its ticipationi seem to me an .idvant ige j.i* 
inMitution Uioi than au impnuiiutv, in ariy h.u- 

•' An hymn of piaise to Ood.] The nioiiy, especially wImi aUendeil viitha 
hymwthnt wA-r usually sung by Um; .lens paraphtasu, or notes, and divided into 
;it tlie p:i>>ioii is wliat ihev call tic suelj slioit s(>etion‘5astliosc must he wlueh 
!l.iH( I, \.l'Kh Iti .-,,11 at Pi-al <*\iii aid i f iptecrded ^li * ii'i (d fainihes. 
'"■■ilul om!i d 'Will MinK '•! vhi'” 



Rejicdions on the iiistilutm vf the eiicharhl. 43 1 

tins most H'trulariirul acccpt.ihlo token, that mare not ashamed to r. 
-finht ■under the banner of a cruoified Redeemer ! — It is also the seal 
y*t iho ne~ja lovenant tn hm bht'd. Let us adore the grace that 
yormed and ratified that everlasting co^wt^ so well ordered in.^Q^ ^ ' 
tJiingSj zud^osnre: (2 Sam. xxiii. 5.) And whenever we" 
aj)|Moa(:h to this ordinance, may we renew our consent to 

the (iiMiiaiuls of that covenant, and our expectation of those bless- 
ings wliicli are convoyed by it! a co;?5f?i^and expectation so well 
suited to the circumstances of its heinp^ ratified by the blood of 
7/ 0 / y. 'riius may cvciy attendance nounsh our souls in grace, 
and npcii them for glor 3 t; that at length all may be fulfilled and 
pcilected in the kingdom of God. 

In the mean time, may God, by the influrnces of his Spirit, 
gi\o to all professing Christians right notions of this ordinance, 
and a due regard for it ; that, on the one hand, none may, under 
iho specious pretence of honouring it, jive in the habitual neglect 
ol so plain and important a duty ; and that, on the other, it may 
iK'vi'r be projuiieh/ invaded by those who have no concern about 
iIk‘ blessings of that covenant it ratifies, and impiously prostitute 
It to those secular views, above which it was intended lo raise 
them ' And may none that honour the great Author of it, en- 
courage such an abuse, lest they seem to lay the very cross oj 
(Vowy/ as ib(‘ tlireshold to the temple of those v»u‘ious idols to 
w Inch ambitious and interested men are bowing down their souls ’ 


SECT. CLXXlir. 

CJiiist, haviiiif warned his apostles of the dan '^er to which ihcj 
would be er posed, comforts them with the views of future hap- 
jjDicss, and with the assurance of his own groeious presence, 
and that cf Ins Father, in the way to it. Luke XXJI. 

.lobn MV. 1-lK 


riKtXMi 1 
AM) liL s.M(l mill) 
“'tluni, Will'll I 
'< lit youoiitwitliout 


LUKhXXII. 33. 

'"|’'IK)UGH we mentioned Lhiist’s going out 
to the mount of Olives, after he had insti-^ 
lilted the eucharist, it is very material tool)- 
serve, that before he quittod^he guest-chamher xMi. 
in which he had supped, ho eniertained hisdis-' 
c'ples with some large and affectionate discour- 
ses, and put up an excellent prayer w'ith them, 
which wc shall now' relate. And, to introduce 
these discourses, he said to them, When 1 sent 
you, my apostles, out on' your impoitant t'ni- 
bassy some time ago, ceit/iout 'either piir^e to 



432 Christ warns hk disciples of approaching da)tger. 

sEcf. supply you with ftioney,' i>r to take pro- purse, aud scrip, and 
visions With you^ Shoes besnies 4hose on your ^ 

feet, (Mat. X. 9, ^Q, Vol. f. p. 409.) did^you want said, Nothmy. 

XKU. 35 necessary for the support of life ? And ^ 

they saidf No, Lord, we,' very well remember ^ 

that the care of Providence over us was such 
that we wanted nothing ; but wherever wc came 
we foutKi tii.e hearts of strangers opened even 
with surprising freedointo assist and relieve us. 

3 6 Then he said to / Am, rhis was indeed the case 

in yonr former mfeion ; nm you muBt ex- 
pect nrtuch harder usage than before, and will be let him mke it, and 
exposed to greater sufferings and dangers in the *‘kewibe Iuk icnp 
prosecution of your ministry : ami therefore let ‘him «lt 

him that has a purse take [jiM and also a scrip, hxs garment, and buy 
if he has one ; aaid let him that has no sword be 
ready even to sell m^garmeni <tnd buy one with 
the price of it; so long a journey, and so sharp 
a condict^ is before you, that you had need be 
;57 well armed and furnished for it. For I assure 
- you, That my enemies are now about to apj3rc- ntten\nust^ ' 
bend me as a malefactor, and, after all tlu* love be ac'’i)tii|)li^hc(l 
that 1 have shewn to an ungrateful world, f/its me- And lu* > 
remarkable prophecy wAit’A iswrittni concerning JrTT.u II 

me, (Isa. liii. 12.) must yet he accomplished in me, thnuj s roint‘1 
And he tea 9 numbered with the transgressors »«* *»•*' ‘-'“'i 

for indeed all the things which are written con- 
cerning me in the scripture-prophei.ies must 
^Juickly have an end, and receive their accom- 
plishment in my sufferings and death. Now you 
may easily guess at the reception you are like to 
meet with wlieii you come to preach in the 
name and authority of one who has suffered as 
a malefactor, and yet demands faith and obedi- 
ence -rt-s an almighty Saviour. ' 

3S And they said, Lord, behold here are two swords 

that we are furnished with already which we ^iwuswoniV Ai.d 
arc re.solved, in case of Jinjr violent assault, to be said uut.* n 
use in thy defence. And he said to them, if is enonsii 
enough for weapolis of this sort ; my chief in- 
tent is ^0 dircct'you to another kind of defence, ' ' 
even that, which arises from piety and faith.** 

'* ITere ate tu'O ittou/i 1 ‘Prob.'iblv {.“is, dffend them again^t robbers. It aftfr 
Mr. tVadock ponjcvtuies, iii bis llaniio* wards appf-ars that one of them w:is I'e 
iiv, pan (i |>. 2{)0 ) some of the ai>i>stlos terN. See .John xvm. 10, ^ cKyxiii. 
l.x<m(tlit Ihcsc ‘.w.ids .ilong; oilhtlu m. Ill bMv chief inicut is to dui^et \om lo 
•h ' .1 loiiiriM fi'f'ir f.aiiJ-. aiul Pen a, to aiitilhtr kind of dt-foiHi*, ] Tins i 



fhe prospect of their future happiness should comfort them. 403 

.lojiN MV. 1 i Let rot your heart \\\QX(.dof<^ be tv sccr. 

I'nluilT ^ ^ vvijcro yoiicjxxiii 

’« I'l Vi.ui, MievLaKv. " >^1 lo bccouic an Ijolplcss prey 

V'‘ '“' '■agti and power of yqiir cneiinc.s. bclicie in x[v,'" . 

V 6W, the aim ighiy Guardian of his faitljful sor- 

vanm, who has. made such glorious piomise.** to 
prosfmr and succeed the cause in which 300 are 
engaged , and believe tds>o in nWj as the promised 
Messiah, who, whetlier ()resent or absent in 
hod}, shall alwavs be iDindful ol your concerns, 
as well as ever able to hclj) you ‘ 
lit ni\ fathti's And to establish your (aitli and comfort, ac-2 

Ol V .m' MMitynan- joursclvcs oltcu to look foivvard to the 

/ ' .uih^'l ii.V'.i heavenly world, as those who are w'cll assured 
tliiit in m\j Father's house Irom whence 1 came, 
and whither 1 am going to take up my resi- 
dence, there are many mansions;^ and it is 
really a spacious and glorious abode, Aviiere 
theie will be ample room to receive yon, and 
evcM\ tiling to accommodate \ ou in the most 
delightliil luaniuT. and ludecil ij it were no/ so, 
as 1 know }oii Innc still acied with regard to 
the happiness of a future woild, ihougli too 
mueh mingled with uiteiior views, I :iould he- 
lot. this time have told j/< u so expiesslv , and 
not ha\e pel nutted } ou to impose. u|)ou }our- 
selves b\ an air} dieam,'^ mueh Jc'Ss would I 


iiitim.iUfl iw bis s:i>in;,S Vnu 

.rwji.A w(‘u* , Im Ui< v < I'Uia mil 

be siiftn ,( lit u, ,11 in < li ' « II men 
' }‘i'ii^r ii\d iH'htit' <<l o I'l rm J 

III, I 'I H. 5 /, I ' , I'x .J-r fi* 

riu SI vtouls lie so M'n .um(iij,ih I'S, that 
I »s I i.iHiiii's I list I VI'S ' liic\ liiiU bi U'li- 
•liii’il .is linv , III .\s III iMii l n^lisli tinni- 
i It 1 ( 111 , i.r )( /n/f i‘ II C.ik/, mil/ yv hf- 
/ ' I HI I, If \ r I'l ni ' : m < ■ </, mu/ m' he- 
'111.1 ii> III , Tiid (Ii'u iMit ( omuK’iitaiors 
Ii i\(’ I iIm i’ llii'iii 11. a'l til s( \Pi> (lebi- 
< n. siii.,('s fill If ,i|)''i.ii, I'iDst ii.Uu- 

. il In n'lidri^.rfi^ I'libi m l‘ >l'i |>l t* < 

.11(1 il !'«'( rl.iin, an c' bm t iii ui I > i<i lli m 
<ioi] and Ml ('bust vinnld b' mi;, 'a’.i- 
s iiiabli' ( misid(-aii’t, bow weak and dc- 
tii'tiM tinir i’aiib w. f m'.. 4 ) 

-ibc iiansitnni iioiii th( m 

I.Mk(‘ t'J ibis iij ,!i>bn, .ij'p.’ns so ta-y, 
j'bujiu ti’( paid.THiuis in tins oider, 

Ui it I uoiidd no b.u iiioiM/'i 1 'iioi Idii.ivc 

oti'.i I v d it bftdit 

'* •! > 1.11 J ’l/iti’\ /utnf (I'f ' .f,)i I mmi- 

vM"' I Mr I (• Movin' flnii!. I st al- 
io. tin* tiious ajHii'i; .t' n H" 
\tJl, 11 ’ I 


Irmido, and tin' vast tiiimln of jniSions 
lodgtd tborc M'-.ir, si.ri iin s <,/oi i t.m/ 
i,itnf,iii!('d uU V*, ai.d t/ir K Ion ' i nis I'ap- 
)»il\ I'ij ii’ssid bv Ol 1 1 ir,',li b wold man- 
\inm, till <t\moion3 aiid eta* t Jiiipoi I 
ofniiieti, isjiist tin saint. 

* 111'/ if n\t / ;.'<'/(/ /iMi't* Uni ii'iii '\ 

UtiiiiiinsS M rsiui) of tin’s, wi rd; moiiis 
mm h lt'«s nali'ial , In w.oiild i oiini'vl .and 
iciidoi tliciii ft. .*■ V', f ! "V n/xo, w'- 
iM ' a* il oil l,nid li id s nd^ 
‘‘ ilmi it Hiif lift ', 1 , i -fM’i'd II i\ . .pok* II 

in tiiioUn I iianiiti, and /n;i* /o/d yo /, 
“ t mt in / I'ffii, '/ jd m Im ymi ^ 

* but u(iw I Iiavi m ii.is(,ii to siv tlut, 
“ the id.Hi' bcii f :ilnad> pii ji.iif d,'* 
V.ut It Is bald to sa\ ubril sms'* can 
in.ideotM’i bon tins iiituprctaji. n. — 
'I'li.it till' }i]oiis .lews coiMilard all llio 
glories 1.1 the* Alossiali’s kin(jdoin a^ in- 
trodiK’torv to tin, bapiJiiWss of .i lutnii 
slitr*!*! r ■III 1 ;,Joi V appeals tioJii a 
v.iridv <1 S( ’ ipliiii's , onf itnli'i'il il IS 
dilln .'ll to 'IS liow tin's (■■"Id think, 
otlid'us*, eoii'id( Mil', li-nv inn b ibi'? 

Il III I'Ll ii 1'’ iilid on Ol ii.iw 'o V I luid 
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Hit icas going to prepare a place for them. 

ir.cT. have; said >o much as I have done to confirm yo“- 1 go to prepay 

a.xxiii that expectation : but as it ix in itself a glorious ** 
real It}', so / am now goings not only to receive 

Xn ’"2 but to prepare a place for you 

there or to make room for vonrctmiing tlutlior, 
and to dispose every thing for your most ho- 
nourable and comfortable reception. Jnd if T And it i -o and- 
Ihns^o and prepare a place for you, ymi nmy 
depend upon it rliat tins preparation shall not and meue 
be in vain, hut that / niH ceitainl} act so con- yon iintoniyMdf, that 
sistonta pan a> to comr a 'am, and rcceitc mu 
to // 2 (//as we are now united m so dear 

a friendship, ip>u also, after a short separation, 
viatj be ‘at/icre lam, and may dwell for ever with 
me. yhid siivoly I may saj* m the general, after 4 And uiuihtr I 
all the mstriictious 1 have given you, that you ^‘<t>".“«d ii,t' 
know whither I am going; and you know the 
ua^ that leads thither, and by which you may 
saiely follow me; wiiieh I exhort you theiefore 
tiiat }ou would ri'solulely keep. 

Ilul such was still the expectation tliat his Thomas saith 
dis('iplc\s had of Ins erecting a ti'tnporai king- 
dom, that Thoma<i, upon liet.rmg this, says to 
him, Lardy thou hast never yet inlormed us of 

hai« hern pood <md punifi, had not lliib in it is he ii it u as opened (’’\cid x\i\, 
broil thin oinel aim. Compaie M.it. ill 'IC '’.7.) And an atonement tor the \iliolr 
]'2, v.«, I u '20, v\\. 21 , xiii 4*), tdbcruaele, as polluted b\ the .ocecss of 
xix. Iti, \Mi '10; 1 nko xiv. 14 , xvi 9, sinueis to it, wax tr> be n pi rued annual- 
John ill I'), 7'), M oV, oS, XI, '2V — ?7. 1). I.r \ x\i Ifi — It may »''t however 
^ J a.n f>tf}r>ii io picp'iTi’ n place far you.] bc iinp’-opor to ohseiw, that tlie woid 
When the Kl^ry <»t he, Pen is spoken ot i'j otten tianslateil >oom , (l.nke ii. 

as pyeparfd tirfuTr (he fouwlult n of the 7, Mv 10, '2‘2 , 1 Cur. \i\. l(j ) .incl lluis 
umrUI, (Mnt, xw. .34.) this only refers to tin si^'nirit.Aiioii heic in tj he, that t hiist 
the At7w<’pwrpoi«; hilt ,o.s that wa.s found- nfiil to heaicn to tnnlt imim tm them, 
cd in (‘hriit's wenuttoi /a! imieitokin'^, or to rcmo\c tli"se tl'inps out (if the way 
fl'3ph I 4 — 0 ) it iinphtpiopeily be said which ohstrueUd tin ir enliaiu e. '] In-. 
Uial, when Chrid went into hc.wru as must at least be iriclnded, tln.iigh the* 
n\ir f!i(^h-piieif, tnpusent (as it were) word KfoijLA'tarti may perhaps t'xpie.ss still 
his own blond hi fori the father on om more, 

ai count, and us om I ou runner ti> take 6 I m,// come a^joiw, &.r. | 'riii-, ( oiiiiii'^ 
possisiioii ol it, he dill iluMobv pieptae a ultimate'v refers to ('lnibt\ solemn .ip- 
j-tiue far u», which tlie apostle express- «i pearance a* the last day,<o receive ail 
(llcb. i\ 2:3,24.) his punfving 01 his servants to glory ; jet (.'!•- was hint- 
eons, ‘ei,ilingthc heasenlv placi'binwhich rd before in note ton I,nk< \ii. *0, p. 
■fcc are to dwell, whieh would ha»e been 1 17 ) it is a beautiful oiieunistaiu e, Hut 
eon-id».red as polbUxd by th entrance tbe death of evor\ pairicni.ii bilicvei, 
of such Mnful creatures into ibera, as runsidciingthe miivei'-al pi.wor and pio- 
the tobernat le when new-made was, by Mdin eot Christ, (Kev i m ) may bc 
having passed through Ihe hands <»f mn- reg.iided as (’hnst’s coming to f, tch him 
ners, on which account an n^oncinont Imme, whereas .Satan is spoken of as 
for the aitai itself, which was coiibidercd having naturally the power of death, 
a' must holv, was the first act perfouiicd Heb, ii. 14. 



Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 4 ^^ 

» 

kimw not whithfr the ])laLT, and X‘noa? SO miif'h as ^nc^. ' 

t!in * 'i!» then can ice possibly ‘-'axim 

H.1V ' / noiv the 7aty thither? Jesus says to him, I have'*''**'^ 

U'^.is ^.inh imu. already intimated to you I am going to the* Fa-* 

'mi* .‘"'i '^Vn I ther; and did vou but consider this, you would * 

■till Mil* Iruili, an<l • * r ii* / n’ i i 

Ml- i,i( man ‘'0011 SCO, that / am myself the It ay, and the 
tti-ii.-tii lilt.. iU la- Truth, and the Life;' that 1 am to guide, in- 
till I init by iTio. .struct, and animate my followers in their pas- 
sage to eternal glory, and that their progress 
will l)c sure and vigorous in proportion to the 
steadiness of their laith in me, and the constancy 
of their regards to me. and this indeed is the 
true and pnly vvd\ you can take; for wc mail 
cnnuili to the knowledge and enjoy rnont of the 
Father, to whom I am returning, but by means 
of whose proper office it is to introduce sin- 
, [1 jehad known ful creatures to his presence and favour. //',7 
Tiw', sc should iia\e th^^refore, you had known me aright, you would 

so anil fiom h.'ii.t' ‘‘Urely naie known my rather also, in uhoso 
tuiii, M know iiim, glon my ministrations so evidently center, and 
and iiavc -oi n jiim iiideetl are ilie discoveries that I Inn {‘ made 

of him, and Mich the maDifcsutions ol the divine 
peilecti.ms whieli yon liave seen mine, that 
in ('iieet it inav I)(*sdii1, that //‘cm henceforth you 
knoh him, and have a*, it weic already seen him. 
s I'hiiipsaitiumto 'I lien Philip, one of the aposiles, hearings 
iiMii, loi.i, si.i u UN words, sin/s to him, with a pious ardour 

siiduTtli II-. oecomiiig Ins cliaiacter, J.ora, do hut hew us 

the Father, and bung us to the sight and en- 
joyment of him,* and it is happiness en ugh for 
us; vve vlesire no more, and ie«»ijn merv oiliei 
r. ' > iiiiio iiope m compariNon of this. Jesus says in fiim,^t 
>1 m, it.iu I i.c.ii s.) //aic I then with you then so a time, ami 

' ui;! liiiii' w all viiii 1 • r I 

eoin Cisco among yon in so lamiliar a manner 
lor Mieccbsi ve years, and hast thou nut ) ei k noun 


‘ /(«■ liK’j'iif .whitin'] luo ' «r' ] 
'I In [iicii ’Ijlc llioul.is niij;la Ihink llial 
1 IiiinI luu iiricd to ii imij\ t Lo 'omCNpIcn 
dill I .I'.uc OH r.irlli, to NCt up his court 
111.'. I'.r n Hiiili, btliiift hi itctntd his. 
pci'li'i 1(1 tlic cclcsti,'! jrlorj 

' i am (he /Imv, j Oiii LoiU h.'id :.o 
l.iii’U (Mhcnd tiie b.uiie sciiliiii. iir in 
I ui'i'ia.'c much like Hut,, fjohii x y p 
‘.'.'1/ ) (ii.a a liiulit w( II iui\ [• h( i'll c\>■■^■ct_ 
I'M'u ( ‘.lioiilil liav 0 iimU'r'iaiixl liiiii noiv, 

/' 'JO,, h.itl -iH'Oii me, ijtm Ko'ihl h (^e 
hn \ rii'ilul't' //-‘I '[ III', is lI llJiibl 1111- 
j'oii.i'il 'lu'li Ini' a do. N i.ot (I'S.'i mini* 


to what dofrfc lu* imist he <’\pli(itlv 
known, in oiil. r to iiiLnc sJMiit; In (li- 
mits b\ him. 

^ li'fiU shevL U', the I tiUiv) .\ Th. exph- 
catioM gucii Ml ihf ixiiniihiasc NCdiis to 
mo . I more piolMhlc scilsc than that m 
wbnh Mr I'Iciniiig iindcrstanil^ it, a*, if 
I'hilip had b.iid, “ Let ns havt.' a vibion 
“of the I'athn iii aorpoieal loriii, to 
“ tcMilv th(* nic. N,or\ of thv oinoval 
“ Jioiii MS ” (Soc riomiii ’s t'liribioli'}:' , 
■Vol. If p eOi ) ( Miiuot a]ipic’hciiit 

th.it the i|' I'.tli s ihoi'L'ia tht Faiui ti- 
ll.:.. 



436 


lie n in (he Father, and the Father in him. 


»ECT. mcj Phtltf) ^ if thou hadst well coiisiclcrcid wlm 
ctxxwi I am, iliou iiiiolitest have better understood wliai 
have now been saying; for he that has seen 
’ Z/^/s in effect seen the Father, as I am tbe 
bnglitnesb of his glory, and the express image 
of his person; (Ileb. i. 3.) ^Indhow \then\ilo>it 
thou sat/, alter all that has passed between ii;., 
Shew us the Father. 

1 0 Dostihmi not I hen believe, though I have before 
affirnii d ii so expressly, (.lohn x. .SS, p. 121 I- ) 
thal / in the Father, and the Father is in 


aiid jet hast thou 
k’.owu me, Plnl p ^ 
lie i'>at lialii 'Hh me,' 
• M th (‘a.iiei, 
airl huw ‘djuit Llim* 
then, Sliew u!i '.iC 

rather > 


10 I!plM\f‘sr llnii 
Hot tlidl I am iH t!ic 
I .I'lu'i. .mil Iho I a- 


me, by so iniimaie .m union as to wanant such umd that l .ih 

Iiljtl; \ Uli, I >J1l ik H 
(i| my''tll hm '1 
I'.itlu 1 e at diw lli'l 
in nil', he ilulli It 
wotk? 


language as tlii.s?'" 7V/e zcords Xk'huh 1 speak to 
you Iroiii time to time, in wliieii I discover and 
inculcate this important Irutli, I <ipeak not nu re- 
ly of tnyselj ; but it is leally the Father nho 
dxi'clls in me that gives me my msiruciions thus 
to speak ; and it is he that operates togetlier with 
me, and perjornis tlu mnaculous /ie//ts tliat \oii 
liuteso oltui ^een, uhifhart* su Hie lent lo de- 
monstrate the tnuh ol this asseriion, nnsienoiis 
as u is, and iiu’iedihie as it might otherwKc 
j I seem. Bthtxe me liieielore m wliai 1 hav.* said, 
that I fuw?] thus in the Fathei , and the Faihi.r 
is in me, or, it’ what 3011 hate so Ion; known 
of my general charactei and vciaciiy wdl not 
engage 3011 lo take it rneiidy on ni\ .single tes- 
tiiuouv, at least bdiexcme on tu count of those 
%i'orks in winch 3 on have so fivfjiientlv helicld 
the I alher arimg wiih me, and whicli indeed 
allurd so ohvious an argument of it, that one 
might imagine the sight of a few of them might 
coiiMiice out that was before a .stiangrr to me. 
12 And 3 e\veriiij,verily j I say unto youfVhni you 

shall ini ve, if possible, a yet stronger evidence 
than what yon haie already received; for he that 
k lutes in me,^ that is, many of my disciples 
in these eaily ages, and each of yon in jiarticu- 
lar, shall receive .such an ahundani comuiumca' 
tion of the Spirit, that the miraculous works 


n r>i 

I iini 11 

anil ih' I 111 MU 

til il fb'da i Mil t.i 
th(, \ ( 1 \' Will I'i’Sukc 


1.2 \pril, MTih, 
1 s.i\ mito voii, 111' 
thalhi'lievclh ou mi*. 


* I f n; 2 Ti the Futlu r, nt / the T'athi i « /// 
»’»(.] It Us irmurkablo that Pliilo, !>p«ak- 
inj^ Ilf tbe JiKOs. his tbih oxpussiion, th.at 
kc 1.1 u w h'niuleti, the ta- 

i/terU ki'/M in ivhjJi lu (UcU ; whiUi i-. 
ncailj parallol tiiMbatth" .ipostli* s.i>bMf 
riiiibt. Col. n 9, iLit nt hondvitU^ all the 


futn.is Ilf ifir Codhrud Mi!} fii'i' T)t 
N’otes C’hiistiau I lie, \ol. Ill p ’>.'>9, 
unit '2 

" He thal M.i'iis in n r 1 It is must 
( \ lilt nt. Ill lai'l, that tlio.if;h tins iilnmisi 
be I'xprobiscd in such indihniic lanifii.iL;!', 
it wnist he IimiUd as m the paraphrase 



Whatever they ask in his name^ Christ h'ill do it. 4.1 < 


»n« works that I do, ichith / perform, he shall perform also; yea\ snct. 

"* soim- re^iect ^^reatrr than these 
r"u*'M' shall he d.j, ht' perform , because 1 a:o to mi/ Fat her, 

I go uuto has tiioui^ht Tit to rcsem! the most iimazni{]f gifts v 
’ ■* of the Spiiit to honour my reimii into glorv ; in 

consequence of which, you ^liall be eiKilili d to 
sj)L*ak with all loreign tongues, to i;uc the Spi- 
rit by the imposition of your liaiuih, and to pro- 
pagate the gospel witli surli amazing success, 
as to make more converts in one (l.i> iliau I have 
done in the wluole couise of my ministry. 

IS AtKh^iutsi 111 a word, you m:i> th j)enil upon it, tliatu 

' n T 1 lehaf sorter you shall as^ in my name, under the 

II,. t M, inlluence ol that bpiiii, and subset \ienl to the 

bc' tiiuiiiitd JO iho great end ol vour life and nimistrt,^' I will ccr- 
tainly do it, that so the Father may still be glo- 
rified in the Son ; who, when he is ascended up 
to lioav('i), will from thence he able to heat and 
.iiiswer pray Cl , and even in his most exalted 
state' will continue to act with tiiat hiilliful re- 


gard to his lathers honour which he has shewn 
in his liunidiation on earth. And in this conli-i'l 
deuce 1 repeat it again, for the cncnui.igemont 
of your faiili and hope, that 1 will he as ai'h'C 
tinnate and constant a friend lo you in hea\en 
a.s I ha\e ever been upon earth; aiui ij yof, 
shall ask any thina: in mu name, I mil not l.-il 
to do [i/ ] 


IMPIlOVi MRNT. 


As we s(;e in the bcgiimiiig of this section that caie oi Chiist 
v.\ei Ills ser\ants winch may engage us clui'rluily to trust him 
hir piovidential siipfihes, when employed in hi& wmk, to wo see 
in die lemainder of tins, and in the lollowing di^couises, the 
mo'-t afkctionate discoveries ol the^ory la'ait of oiii blessed Fe- 
li\mer, oveillow'ing in every sj'iUence willi the kindest eonceiiij 
not only tor tlic safety hut the comfort ot Ins people We see 
a lively image of that tendern(‘ss with whicii he willanothci day 
li'ipe aieaij all tears from their eyes : (Kev, vn. 17. j .Smely when 
he utK'red these w'ords he was also solicitous tiiai our hearts lUigliL 
not Ik trouble ^ and therefore has provided a noble cordial, the 
sticngrh of which shall continue to the icrnolest ages, c\cn faith 


XXIl 


35, 3» 


Jo bn 
xr. 


' IVhuUwicr ye \ImU atl ri mi nuii't, o.jnchisiun ol tlio \C isl ‘ |)1 iit>U irilplii it 
iindoi tiu' I'lfliKMUf, is'c I \4 KMioi, 111 |<,r it wa*- "uly I'V tlu ifiai'' ot'biKh p<' 

roqiiirrx sumo suoli litnittitinii a'., litim ^ that tliu tatlui ouuid Li > Li'Ufa 
hrrr in iho paraphrase, so the m tht ' .n 



'i-iy Jiijlfctions on the benefits xve have by Christ. 

st^cT. i)i his Father^ and in him. Oh may t!<at l)lessc(l principle be . 
u.vxiii.confirnit\l by what we have now been readmit ! 

t us observe with what a holy familiarity our Lord speaks^ 
of ihe reijions of glory ; not as his servants tio, like one (laz/l(>*r 
ami overwhelmed by the brightness of the idea, bin as aeciis- 

Vfr. 2 lomed and familiaiized to it l)y his high biitli.'’ Ju uu/ Father s 
house are manjj mansions, (delightful and reviving tliouglii !) and 
many inhabitants in tliein, who we hope through gtaee will be 
our ooinpanions there, and e\x*ry one of them to increase and 
multiply llic jo) . 

It was not for the aposiks alone* that Christ went to prepart 
a place: he i^ enterul into heaven as our Forerunner, (Heh vi. 
'20 ) and we, it we aie heliev(‘rs indeed, may he said, h\ Mitia 
of our union with him, to sit together in heavenly places in /n,n. 

■To’iw (Fph. IK 6.) !.et us eontinuaily he tending thither, in more af- 
fectionate desires, and more ardent pnrsuiis fVe know the way 
4, 6 we hear the truth ; oh may we also feel thelije! Ily Christ, .is 
the true ami living way, nvay we come to the Father; th.it v.e 
riiay liavo eternal hte, in knowing fiim, the only true Cod, and 
0 Jesus Christ whom he has sent '' (John w n. > ) In Chnst ma\ 
vve /?/?//, and have our eves and onr heails open to thoM* 
beams ol the Div me gloiy u Inch are refh'cted J) nni iliej((>'e ol In > 
only -bep.ot (ill Son, who is Jiill oj p,race, and tiufh ' (John i. l M 
Has he been thus tliscoveied to n^, as our Father, and our dud, 

^ let it sulJice us. f.et it clilluse a sacred and lasting jileasnre ovm 
our souls, though other desirable objerts may bo vi iled oi re- 
moved ; and engage us to maintain a ronlinnal fclh/Wship i; ilh the 
Father, and with Ins Son Jesvs Christ. (I John i [) ) 

'I’o tins wc art* invited by every declaration of his readiness to 
hear and answer onr prayers: and though tho«e rnirtu idaus pm, n s 
I !■ of the aie ceased, whereby the apostles were en.dih'd lo 

c^ual, or even to enad the woiks of their Ma'-ler, yet as we 
12have so nianv important err.iiids lo ihe throne oJ pnicr, iii winch 
thi glory of Ooil and the salvation of our souls is eoneerned, let 
ns come witli ,i holy boldness to it, in depoiulenec* on Jesu'<, that 
great Ili^li-pru 0 tyver the house (f Cod, who is passed into (lu 

P Wnli w'.Mt d Imlv 0 /f? the wiM;htoft}iesnlji'ft ■ (foui|).t.t' Uoin 

; < '•jK.iki t)l iIr' re. i.ii's , -S' ] MU. !S. 19; 1 Coi. il 9, x^ fr,' wi 

I l).s I'' lh( rtin.iik (f llif pi'jii'. ..rvlj 2 Cor i' P, l-S, v I - , xii J--., 
lusli-ip of Cain!'!d\ , III his innurinarahli* Uiwl I fin iii. 2 ) U’.l ( vi.ist spi'dks nl 
Uial'-giK s on I lo'i'.riK'e, lonv U w I'h i C‘.isi* nnl Ki'C'di'iii , |i,sl 

>joil |>nt U niio til iii'jitsni oni |)K.iv‘li- .< piiiitR, iilio li.iil lir u iilm.ilxl i.i <i 
.T' f)^^n .1 .<1 ('U lo n.ul ) amJ spli nil.(.l ( oi.vK w >u!(! po.ik. w illu ot 

lo unn h jllii'.lirilMl li; n'Nfr' nn h in tin in. ny ni icriiiioeni tluiiL. it tin smldi u 
• Tiosflos, (I sin'i'o; t' I in i'(n''\ vn \r of wh.i li ,i |n‘as..iU v oiiiil lx; v u- 

' ill, ( iijolov ill' nni ! p' in pons .mil In < nl iipni .I'tonislnnf.’i, .inl n on'i! iiini 
Mi-i'ptli Im 11.1 i.iil (.fin iikIm'iI l. h-i nfll i niii ii >■ n - i 'I iii i' i‘- 

I.ilioi i t'M w-if.i .10 I '.o he .ilm ‘'t ■! 1/ ft irijU to ■'\r»i<ii i th in o Ii ■ .i a. 

.■ ' I'l !'■ 'i t 1 .. 'J on: '1 * ‘‘i ■' 



Christ promises the Spirit, as a Comforter. 459 

Heavens^ and amidst all the grandeur of that exalted state re- sect. 
gards his humble follower^ on earth, anti ever appears under 
eharacter of their Advocate and their Friend. 


SECT. CLXXIV 


Christ proceeds in his disiourse with his disciples ^ recnmmendiii^ 
a regard to his commandments flv the best proof ■•/ fhcir love to 
hnn^ promising his Spirit^ and declaring his readiness to meet 
his approui. fling sufferings. John XIV. 15^ to the end. 


., Xiv 15 . JOHN XIV. 15. 

] ‘ \ iov(‘ rnr, krpp Lo^d Went Oil With his dihcoiirse to his sect. 

»iy yuiiiuiid- jipostlcs Oil this solemn oecasinn, and ob-ci\xir. 

serving the lively flow ot tlieir dflVctio^i to him ---v^ 
in this tender conjuncture ol circumstances, he. 
added, If ijou do indeed love me, express that ^ 
love by a con.srant cart' to keep my command-^ 
vienis; for that will be a surer tesi, and moie 
acceptalile expression of your regard to me, tlirn 
all your trouble and concern at parting with me. 

If. Andi i^iiipiay thus you may dcptwid on the correspon-io 
iht lailin, and he expressions ot mv IViciidsliip to you.® and 
thei ('omtortcr, lhat particularly that / will ask the rat her, and he 
he iu.iy jiiiidc with ^.cUlgivc IJOU another Comforter,^ that he may 
youiv^iinci- more than supply the want of my bodily pre- 
sence, and abide with you, not for a season only, 

17 /'irn the Spi- yj, | hjjvg done, biit/«r ever; [Fven] the hies- n 
r"! >ri<llia.»A graci-, uhum the -^orld 

i)t‘r,insc If lannot [lossibly receive as a C'omtoncr, bciause 
i.crthliiinn,)t,n.ithir neither Sees him, nor knows him, being alto- 
tnowethinm, butye destitute ot his sanetilying iririuentf's, 

and refusing to admit his testimony to me, but 
ye knew him m some measure, even now, by hi*! 
powerful operations in you, and by }ou,yo/’ he 


• Thus you maydeprind on Hip corres- 
pondent expressions id my friendship to 
yon] The toiiiii (.tioii iiiuv possihh in- 
tiinuLc, that th( y i)ii|fhi Impe jor an abniu 
d.int ik‘j;ri.e of tlu SpiiuN loiiimunica- 
tion, III pioportioii to the piovalciicy ut 
their low to Christ. 

*' /(V -uji/f fftie If on ariol/ier ('omfi)riei.\ 
It IS iM'll kiKuvn Hut tlie word ar-t 
finy si;.nify ,i (O'nhiUr, jii aikmute, or .1 
'‘■o/nl')/ , find it IS evident, Ibo blessi d 
Vpirit susUined each of these cbaiactuis, 


but this belli/ n n.nsol.itorv discourse, 1 
c host* to use ih' toiinuras our Transla- 
toi9 (mvc (Join — I ol iiid says it is h\ 
Coritemptille ii'liti.'iii that the Malio- 
metdiis (lust'' id ul tc^^ouiXTilcy) uad Wip.- 
KkJiiv, that is //if' iiln'tnous, vihicli .m- 
sm'r'< to Mahoiiimed in the Aiabi* tut 
gua^e. and so uige this as .1 tcy 

of him (lol Nv/.utii p I'’.) 5 ( l 1 1 * 
Hould prubahiv haw ihuuj^ht tins uiti 
fisiii very coiiteiiipnbie ui ar.; b'.t iho 
enemu* ot Chrelia'iitj . 



440 He that hath his emtmands, dnd keeps thenii 


sect; already yoM in part,' quick- *’‘•"1 for hp 

^rt-.lvAf more abiindaiitly in ^ou, by a much am- Sliibe'”!. yo'.! 
^ pici comurmnication both of bis gifts and graces. 

'XlV.^s Knt-’oin'ago yourselves therefore with thepleas- is i mil notiea-fe 
: iiig t* xpect.ition, and he assured that 1 wHl not vou cuinf..rtit;ss, \ 

/raw neglected, like a family of helpless 3’^“' 

orphans^ who have no friend or guardian survn- 


ing;*^ hut/ k ill come to yo\l by rhy spiritual 
presence, and <Msit you hy the most vaUiahle 
19 tokens of my constant care. For it ik but ye? a 
little wlulv^ and the u'orld scelh me no inore^ as it 
has done for siiUie time past, though it knows 
me not; but aftei I have done conversing with 
the world, 1 wull apnear again to you, and ijuu 
shall see in suih a manner as to feel the hh*s- 


M 

amJ th( 
M'dhini no i 
l>iit VI* M’o Hh' 
( .iiisi 1 Inc, ^ ( 
liu- alfo 


lltil 


sed effects of my dlstingilisliing regard to you; 
for becaithc I iive^ you aWo shall lire, hy means 
of those Divine inHuenccsyon shall (Uirive fioni 
me, to cherish the wol kings of giaci* in your 
hearts, and to tram you up to a giowing meet'* 
ness for .sharing with me in eternal life (f'om- 
COpare 2 Cor. iv. 10, 11.) And in that day, when ’ ) m iii.e 
I fulfil this promise to vou, you sbali expeii*- ^ “ 1 uu 

mentally kvoWi by the most evident and reviv- yQ^^ u„.^ ^,,,1 j 
ing tokens, that / [a?;?] indeed in my P^aiher^ jou. 
and that you also are in me, and I in you, by a 
21 most intimate and insepaiahlc union. Hut this 
will only l)c the priiilcge of such as evidence 
ilieir love to me hy an obedience to rily woid; is. mnt lo\uh in<*. 
for he that has my commandments d\bCt)vereii to iip >h.u !.»\ciii 
him, and diligemly hrpi ihcnij he it is that lov- ,nv 
tik me ; but none he.^des have any title to tins i.>\c him, .m.l w 
chaiv.el cr, whatever s*^ecious prefetices they may **'^"‘*11 

make to it . and he that thus shews thilfc hc loveth 


me, shall be loved by my Father, and 1 ivill also 
love him, and iii a most cohdcscciulmg rtiid en- 
(h'ariiig manner iv// manifest wysclj to him. 

22 Judas wd'^ vers imicJt snrprtsed at this; n(d ^‘3 J'wldi- ‘.mii >'»- 
Judas Iscariot; for he, as it was said before, was 
gone out bcfoie our Lord began this discourse, 

(c-hiip. xiii. 31. sect. cKxi ) and had he 


*= / . 'J li.Y 'onic }j'/u o)l>hin' ] r!v.npi propriety a fathrr. is chpiulU .ir*! tc 
'i’stly,i>h!,('r^ i 111 it Uu: ( ..M' 'irth<>s<?\.h() dnlv cxpie.*' od by iliis .loid oj'* 
c.i c Ui't till* [111 *•< 111 . niii p itr('ii.i,;c of (t’oiiipaic ] 'I III* s jj 1 7 , f .r.) Si c ll r 
■. ,i’i I'Mrt’'\v,nl Mm ; !: 1 '* ’n l I p 



the Father and Christ xvill love hm^ ami come to him. 441 


vihitn,(notlscariot,) bctii tbcrp, lio alwaj’s ton rtnicli on liis ''I't'r. 

Jr mjLS S''arJ to I'o'-e (lro»,,ed any hint of his view loc^- 
unto us, and C lii ist s temporal kingdotii ; ** but another apos- 
»v unto the world ' tk* of iliAt oathe, vvlio vVasalso called Thiuldeusxiv. 

and Ltdjbeiis, the son of Alpheus, and the 
brother (d‘ James, (sec notc'‘on Mark lii. 18, 

Vol I. p. 295.) a ncjir relation to our I.ord 
hirnsplf;*^ this hidas, upon liearing Christ ex- 
press himself in such a way, says to him^ Lord, 
how li it that thou wilt miiHi/tst thyself to its, 
and not to the mrld'^ Dust thou not then intend 


i.VJ JeSiH answricd, 
ttid ‘jjid iintik him, 
if n man In\e iric , he 
nlllk^ep iiiy wonK 
and my l^allioi uill 
l()\p him, nlid we uill 
ciMr.i* unlo linii, and 
ninkt' our abotk* wilh 
K'm 


He tint lo^eth 
on- nut, kec pi'lh not 


to iiiake a public appeal ance, which will be 
obvious to the eyes of all ? 

Jesus answered and said (o him, As to that, it^J 
may be sufficient to tell you, that, as I said be- 
fore (ver. f2{], If any man sincerely love met he 
will in an humble and oboditMit manner ktiep 
and observe my word ; and if lie shall be fcAiiid 
to do so, my father, who at all times has a ten- 
der rct^ard to iny honour and interest, will nii- 
doLihiedly love him ; and we will botliof us Lome 
to him, by the favourable tokens of our presence, 
and Ti'ill moke {our\ constant abode with him: 
you are therefore to understand what 1 said of 
manifesting' myself to him that loves me, not of 
any corporeal and sensible appearance, but of 
sucli a spiritual and intimate correspondence as 
the invisible f ather of glory and grace main- 
tains with his people through me. iJiit, on the 2‘1- 
contrary, he that does not really love me, does 


■' Wis always tuo miicli un hi-- -ruard, 
. I It IS ubse-\ahli', tliatJuda'> Ucariot 
was s,) imi-jlit-d <i li} pooriU', llial wo u< ver 
hud liiin siM'io oni; word of Cbrihl’s 
ti'inp'i.il kiii>;dom tlioui>;i| probably the 
hopo <■! pipiormoiil uudj^nii in it was the 
cliK f (‘ousidt-iali 111 wliu'h eiigafjt-d Imn 
to follow oui I Old — lei the usuh'i m- 
duLc me while I Ull liim, that be owes 
tills II maik to that ineonipjiablepeison, 
the l.iti leieieml *,Mr. Jhnid Some, of 
IIail)oi-ni'j:!i , md let bun |imi with me 
in lamenhiit; the f I al iHodc'-U whieli 
eu!;,igid him will) his dying brenth to 
cou 5 i}?ii to I lie ilaineb tliose will mgs wln( li 
(untmi-liid as some of thorn might base 
jjiiuaied) woiild probably line bieii ilu 
r.u iris of spieadmg auumg t'imisatid.s 
that ^[m It of wisdom, pieh, and Ion-, 
ml" will! Ii llie wliiil*- Miul el the au'hor 
b' emrd to be Uausformed, 


A near relation to our Twird himself ) 
His tarher Alphcius srernstohair bien 
tbobaiiic wall Clco[)as, loi as Judas md 
.fames weio the sons of Alpheus (Liikr 
M !*» 16 ), so l.iriu'-- IS t'Ist where s lid to 
be the 90U ol Maiv, (Mat \\\ii 
audMark \v. 40), who was the wifo of 
Cleopas and -I'tei to the iiioilu’i ol on 
I orJ, (John xix. 2^)) , lud.is is thrrcfoie 
numbered trith Jaiiii s, and loses, and 
Simon, among the hri thien oi luai knib- 
uicii of our I Old, (M.it. xiii ‘ 3 j . .md 
Maik \i, •>) j and. h< mg so rrearlv relat 
ed to Jesus, he mii,iu tliiuk hin-si ll pe- 
culiarly oiiii’dired to i.MjiiiM into iJie 
m- aiiiii-g of an .issyilii^m illiich •.ecru td 
llKo■lSJ^l^I’t With the pio^prct of a tmi- 
p -i.il kiiiudoin, III wh;-’'i,‘t). ihap' , h- - s- 

piVhd soia-' ( •nii’ori* ^lfiiel• 



442 Tlte Comforter ivould come and teach them alt things. 

sE« 5 T. not observe and keep my words with any con- my sayings: and the 
ctxxiv. stanry and resolution ; and therefore must ex- I^7wt'mme/buUh*i 
pect no such spiritual and eternal benefits, what- Father's which sent 
outward privileges he may enjoy : see to me. 
it therefore, that you diligently hearken aJid at- 
tend to what 1 say ; for the word which you hear 
me speak, is not originally or merely mine, but 
it is [the word] of the Father that sent me, who 
has particularly given it in charge to me that I 
should thus insist upon practical and universal 
holiness, as one great end of my appearance. 

25 Anil accordingly you know that 1 have strong- 2 ^ Those things, 

ly insisted upon it as such; and these things i spoken unto 
have spoken to you again and again, while I con- **'^'^* 

26 tifiued personally present with you : But when 26 But the Com- 

the Comforter, that I have promised you, is ^^ter, tt/uc/t « the 
come; [even] the Holy Spirit, whom the Father t^c FaSTwiir^ nd 
after my departure will send in my name, to act m my nanic, hesiuii 
as the great Agent in my cause, and to negoti- *‘*‘‘f*' y‘m j 11 things 
ate the adiurs^f my kingdom ; he shall teach ‘Vm"'int 

you all things which it is necessary for you to hnne*, uhatsor\<>r r 
Know, and remind you if all things which 1 have haul umo you. 
said to you, that } ou may not only recollect them 

in the iullest manner lor your own instruction, 
but be able to record them for the edification 

27 of my cluncti in succeeding ages. In the mean .27 Peace i leaxc 
time, .IS I am now ciepartmg irom you, peace I 

teave with you as iny legacy ; and, as a blessing as the world giveth, 
of the greatest moment and importance to you, give i unto you. Let 
my peace J give unto you ; such a peace^ none 
but 1 can impart, a peace with Ood and your- ,tbc afraid, 
selvc!^ as well as with your fellow-creatures, 
which will be the spring of solid and lasting 
happiness : and it is not, as the world often g-ivc.; 
and wishes peace, in an empty form of ineffec- 
tual, and often perhaps, uproeauiiig corppliraent, 
that I give it unto you ; but, as 1 most sincere- 
ly wish it, I will most certainly secure it to yon. 

Let not your heart therefore be troubled at the 
thoughts of my departure, neither let it he afraid 
of what ipay befall you when I am gone ; for I 
will help you to po.ssess your souls in quietness 
and peace, and vsiil establish it upon the firmest 
bas«. * * 

28 You need not then to be discouraged at the have heart 

^ separiition that will now be made between us; how l said unto 

for as you have heard how / have said to you, 

’ iliiit away, so also you have been informed of 



They should rejoice that he was going to the Father. 443 

1 goaway.and come my intention in it, andknow thiit I have atldetl, sect. 

i rioted' m? ye ^ to you: anti surely if you< 

iouid rejoie., Xit. lotcd With a w ISC and rational atfectioii, 
cyii-,* I haid 1 go un would allay > our sorrows in the mean time, and^iv’^K 
tiiihi howsoever you might have a mournful sense of 


I'a li'T 

than 1. 


your own lo^s, woxlhl rejoice on my accpuiit, 
because 1 said ^ 1 go to the Father , for my Fa- 
ther^ whose servant 1 am as Mediator, is in this 
respect greater than mcy and consequently it 
must he my honour and happiness to be in a 
stati’ of greater nearness to him than the present 
29 Aiidnowiha\c world Will admit. Jnd 7 iow I have told you 29 
^ ^ have 1)0011 discoursing to y Oil eoii- 

wiun It IS couip lo cerning my own removal, my return to the Ka- 
ye niiirhi be- tiler, and the descent of the Spirit upon you, 
bejore it comes to pass ; that when it does come 
to passy you may more firmly believe y not only 
on account of the CKtraordmary nature of the 
events tliemselves, but also on account of their 
exact and evident corresjiondencc witli these 
predielions of nmie.^ 

'50 in u after I will It Will 1)6 youf vvisdom ihc rather to observe 30 
rnt talk mmii with review tbcsc things, as I shall not hereafter 
*jf (hiswoihicoiiiotii b^ve time to discourse much more ioitn you 
aiii ii'itiiuig in about them ; Jor Satan, the prince of this apos- 
tate n'orldy is coming to encounter me, and is 
raising a storm against me which will quickly 
sejiarate us: neverihdes^y I have this comfort, 
that he has nothing in me, ito guilt of mine to 
give him power over me, nor any inward cor- 
t the niplion to take part witli his temptaiion. 

.vUml jv, jx^riuiited thus to attack me, andlcontcnt- 
uii'i’ suliiiiittomy approacliingsiilhirings,</irt////t.* 
land- World may see and know, on tlic most substan- 
• tial evidence, that 1 love the Father so well, as 
to refuse nothing whereby bis glory may be 
advanced; and even as the Father has com- 
manded me, so 1 do, liow painliil or expensue 
so/ver that obedience may be. Vntl tliend’ore, 
that w'c may he prepared for this lioui of t(*nip- 
tation iliat is coming upon us, avLcy let us go 
fiom hence y'^ and retire to a place where we 


aiK 

mt* 


IV k'l 


I 1 


IIJI lit 

All 1. 


' riaj ixiore firinlv iiol 

mily on an 4 )'iiil, A’t ] It is »erj jii- 
tli< ull) ol/Miv(d bv III Jviikm (in 
111' f iiMtiil Jlufiin'c ot t'li> isti.inity,) 
thti! v'ln-ii nm,’i iilmis t'vcnls aiv jlsy 
tin .i( Com|)Ji-lini( III ot piopluTins, tlic 
dt'giof* of luiUiico arising troiii tinni 


is lh« mcatpst thd* t an poiMbly be coe- 

tLived 

E -ij-i', hi u\ \oh/'iri I See noit 
in the iiesl seciiou — 'I'hat x'tf sonietiiin'- 
si^iiitiO" llhn/iiL, 01 Ill'll ilL’tfw, .1'- 1 hint 
leinlend 11, M‘i 2 i', see note ■' on Julm 
\\ll .J, SM ! I IxKN 



444 ReJiectio7is on the regard of Christ to such as love him. 

SECT, may more conveniently attend our devotions; 
cijtxiv.aTid where I may be ready, when my cruel 
enemies shall come to apprehend me, to yield 
xfv*'"] their hands, and to submit to what 

my Father has appointed for me. 

IMPROVEMf-NT. 

John Surely, if wc are not entirely strangers to the Divine life, 
15 ^ we cannot read such discourses as these, without feeling some 
. ’ “ warn) emotions oi love to Christ: and if indeed we feel them, 
Jet us consider how they are to be expressed. Our I.ord di- 
rects us to do it in tlie most solid, and the most acceptable man- 
ner, by a constant care to keep his coininandment^ , and sure 
^such commandments us cannot be e;nevous to a soul that tru- 
ly -loves him; (I John v. 3.) The more we live in the prac- 
16, ntice of them, the more cheerfully may we expect the abundant 
communiiutiom of his Spirit to animate and strengthen us. 

18 ^ If wc are Christians indeed, let us not, in any circumstance 
of life, look on oursidves as helpless and abandoned orphans. 
Human frends may forsake us; but Christ will come to us : he 
21,23 will manifest himsdj to the eve of faith, though to the eye of 
sense lu* is invisible; and his heavenly Father will Aw and 
wau h over us for good : yea, he icill come and duell in the obe- 
dient soul by the gracious tokens of his iniimaie and iiiscpaiable 
presence. And do we any of us experience this ? We have 
siir(‘Iy reason to say that by vvTiy of admiration winch tlio apostle 
f 22 said by way of inquire, Lord, how, and whence is if, that thou 
wilt vianijest thysclj to us-, and not to the world What have we 
done to deserve these gracious and distinguishing manifestations I 
Nay, how much have we done to forfeit them ! even more than 
manv, from whom tliey are withheld! 
ill With unutterable joy let us review this rich legacy of oui 
(1\ ing Lord : peace 1 leave with you : my peace I give unto you. 
Lord, evermore give us this peace widi God, and with our own 
conscieiiee-s 1 for if thou wilt give quietness, who can moke iron- 
blc^ (Job xxxiv un ) How serenely may we then pass through 
the most turbulent scenes of life, when all is quiet and harmo- 
nious within! Thou hast wwt/c peace through the blovd of thy 
cross; (Col I. 20) may we preserve the precious puichase and 
inestimable gift inviolate, till it issue in everlasting peace’ In 
this let our hearts be encouraged; in this let them rejuiu’; and 
not III our’own happiness alone, but also in tliat of our now glo 
29 rifled ami cciltcd Redeemer. As the members of his bod \ , we 
oiiglit certainly to maintain a pleasing sympathy our Head, 
and to triumph in liis honour and fclu-ity as our own. If we love 
Christ, WL' should rejoice, beeuu'-e he ?s gone to the Fat he t 



Christ represents himself as the true Vine. i 

\nd the same* consideration may in its degree comfort ns, wiien six r. 
our pious trumds arc rL-moved- if vve lorce them with a rational* 
and generous friendship, and are -not too much mtluenced 
Uish aHeetions under that specious name, our Joy lor their ex- 
altation will greatly temper the sorrow which our loss must give 
us. 

^ Our Lord uttered these words in the near views of a grievous 
assault from the prince of this world, who is the prince of dark- SO 

lu ss; hut there was m lorruption in him, to take pait with the 
enemy Too much, alas, does he hud in ns to abet liis teiupta- 
tioii'-: let us earnesiK pray, that the grace tf Christ may be 
snj/i( lent J or us . and that as his love to the Father engaged him 31 
lo go thiongli this pa nful conflict with the tempter, his love to 
Its may make us partakeis of his victory. Jn his name let us 
set up our banners, and the poi^ers of hell shall lice before us. 


SLCT. CLXXV. 

Christ represents himself under the emblem of a vine, and tr 
horls hi disciples to Jaitk and persevering obedience. ,lol.a 
XV. 1 — 11, 


J 


XV 1 

A.\] iLc tiue xinr, 


JOHN XV. 1. 

accident occasioning a little delay be- 
tore they lett the guest-chamber, in winch 
they had eaten thepassover, onr Lord imjnoved 
the precious moments m adilressiiig his disciples 
to the following purpose " / am, said be, the 
true and most excellent vinef by its union with 


* ''iiiic ckI nt'X’oasionric: liltlf (!'*- 
J.i\ , i .1 I 'I'iiih m.i V 1)^' gatlx K a lioin IIk’ 
OjIk linin') ijf ihc foitgoiii^ chaptor, 
wlici uiii Lof'l li.ul s.iid, tn>e, ift Ui f^u 
/•t'lKi loi It >.cems \«'ry \)uicav.nal)lo tn 
iiin..i'ii' III, It iiin I "I'd Atuuid aditrf'ss sti 
iiiijniMnt ,i a'. th!>. to cIovpii 

{KiMiii'., .ii ilic\ win* walking, t.'Sj)o<‘ully 
in llio '>tii ( ts .1 JtiiiMk'iii, at iliii piii)- 
li(' tiino, inudi lr')-< Kmild lie p >i'i out, 
Sn --oil niri a pravi .is tlial in < h.ip. xvii. 
Ill siu [i a i-iu aiiislatu i* > i-t Joliii xvni. 
1, (Kx\i ; ^ I ingly implios tlnit all 
that folluas lictivi ii tins and tiiiat, liap- 
ppind bi’fori' ht' ttdit forth from .It niha- 
if*in. I cotieliidi-, thfrefoip, tlialall 
passed hefoie they rjiiuttd the h'lU'.e h hen* 
Till- pissint'i uas enleo, thoni'h they pro- 
h.ihly lO'^i' fium lliet.ible .i'.somu a^. those 
ivoiik. ,hnc,/et u\ If tn', wi-ie spoken 
A dfclay inighl leave looiii lui tliio^ 


foi any one who will iiiakt tho UmI, will 
Iiiid that these Ihiee ehaptcrstiuv bcneli 
beratclv rt’iid oicr in a ipiaiterot an 
liunrf and thc’ref.’ie might he spoken in 
tliat small iiitenal of lime 

The true and nio-t e\ot llent x.in< | 
So Ihe true li;;ht, ( lohn i 0 ) and t/w li/i> 
/«<•«/, (ehap M M2) evuhntly sieUDi s 
(Si*p Raphael. Anncit cx Sen p 1 d )- 
lIiahaMiig laU'b diank lyth lijsdociplea 
of the Jruit of tin loh , and ha\ mg .itler- 
wat'db doci.ired th.)t lie would fhoik no 
vuuf (if il UU he iliank it neio iti the //«»- 
(loin of (’IhI (Mark xn 25, p.igc 
iiiiglil posobiy ootasion Christ’s alluding 
to Jt (see tiroiMs in loe ) ('i perhips 
ihi‘\ might now he .siaiidimt near a win- 
dow, oi in some eonii, hy the side of the 
house, where the SI alit ol a\iii< mi/ht 
su<;C< >t tins liiaiilitiil 'iiinile (Compire 
I’si! ixxMii. b' 'J hit i IK. nm j' I’. . - V .la 




'No branch can bear fruit but by abiding in him. 


SECT, whom my church is nourished; and my F'utbcr and my Father is 
ctxxy. IS the httdandman, who has planted this vine, 

^ancl b\ whom it is cultivated, that it may pro- 
duce delightful clusters for his service. And 2 fivery branrh m 
^ evejy branch that is in me by an external pro- a- 

fcssion, which yet is found to lie a barren branch, ! ami c \ ery 
and bears no Jriutj he iaketh quite away ; that fnamk that beareth 
is, he cuts it off in his righteous judgment, and {[“I** 
entirely separates it from me : but evenf [branch] torih mort* fruu, 
which brings forth fruity he purgethy that is, he 
prunes and dresses it, and, on the whole, exer- 
cises such wise and kind discipline towards it, 

(though that discipline may sometimes seem 
severe,) as may best answer the great end of its 
production, that it may bring Jorlh yet more 
fruity than which there can be nothing more 
desirable.*^ * 

:i And thus it is with you; iox now the traitor 3 Nowyeare.if.in. 
is gone out I may affirm, without the exre])ti()n the word 

that I made before, (compare John xiii. 10, U, nJiJy 
§ clxxi ) that you are all thus purged, in such 
a inanntT as to be ckany by means of the word 
which I have spoken to you, whose sanctifyuig 

4 influence has operated on your hearts. Continue 
therefore u we, by the renewed excrc.se of 

humble faith and love; and I will be in you, to frmttd jiseit, except 

nourish and supply you, as from a living root, >t abide mthe \me; 

with every necessary grace ; for fli, in the natural 

world, the branch cannot bear fruit oj itself, but 

must presently wither, unless it continue in a 

state of union with the vine, and lie nourished 

by sap from thence; so neither can you be able to 

produce the fruits of genuine and acceptable 

obedience, unless you continue in me, anu have 

the hlb of grace maintained witliin you by a 

vital union with me. 

5 I repeat it again, as a matter of the utmost ^ i .nn ihr vin**, 
moment, I’hat 1 am the vine, and ije [«rr] the 

branches, in the sense 1 have already explained. 


no ddiibt cuuiinoii in .fiidac'a, wbiih a- th noblest icward.s (lod I'.in bestow oh 
hounded with the liucst grapes. .Sou foiim i ait* ot uUsliouci', i>. to make the 
Orii. xfix. 11, 1'2, Numb. xin. *23; and boulvft more holy ami ht lor lai'htr 
Dc*ut, vin, 8. and in'>ro cnunuit scimoo, it 

® That it mai/ Ininfr forth rrnre fruit ] .should be bv smh p<i!ulul .aniit Lions a** 
This stiougly sng!;tsts a \ei\ siihliiiie re-'cmhle Uk; pruning of a vine. 

‘4nd inipoilant thought, ■ tliat one of 



The fruitless hrarvch shall be burned in theftrc. 447 

He that abideth iii JJe therefore that abides in 9 nr by such .in inti- ^iCT, 
me, Mid I in him the and vital uiiion, and in whom also / abide 
inli”h frmMor.wu^ by the operations of iny Holy Spirit in him j Ite, 
out inc‘ ye can do and lie Only, brtn^cth fprth viuch frutt^ to the xv. 5. 
iRjthiiiff. honour of iii> profession, and the comfort of hrs 

own soul : but the glory of it is still to be re- 
ferred to me ; for st'parale from me you can do 
nothing, though you stand in the foremost rank 
of my followers, and have alrt'ady made some 
c ifa man abide considerable attainments. And f any one that6 
ikot in me. he is laht himsolf my disciple, dnemof maintain such 

.iiid Is withered ; and ^ rogaid to me, as that lio may be said to anidc 
riKMi leather them, in jnc,* hc is rejected and cast out with disdain 
and (dst oii-m into abliorreiice, as a fruitless branch lopped off 
buintd. from the vine, and by consequence is presently 

withered ; and as gather up such dry 

sticks, and throw them into the fire, and there 
they are burnt, as a worthless kind of wood fit 
for nothing but fupl, (see Kzek xv. 2-4.) so 
111 like manner, such will be the end of those 
unhappy creatures ; they shall be gaihci(‘d as 
fit fuel for Divine wrath, and their e\ternal re- 
lation to me will not preserve them from ever- 
lasting burnings. 

7 It ye ahidp in But as lor yoli my faithful servants, I a&surcT 
me, and inv woidi yQ^, fQp yQ„p eiu oiiiafrement, that, tf i/oz/sted- 

n?k what T»: will, and '^'»*lv ooiae in mt\ and take care that in conse- 
it shall be done unto {jueiice of It viy icords abide in you, so that you 
maintain a suitable regard to all my msi ructions, 
promises, and commands, this blessed union 
W'ill entitle you to such signal degrees of the 
Divine favour, that you shall ash in prayer 
uhatm eer ye will, and, if it be upon the whole 
subseivient to your own happiness, and to the 
B H.’ieiii IS inv public goqd, It shall bc done for yoiL And lets 
Kiiiier s;ioiii'!{d, that jt therefore be \our care to make tlie suitable 
\* hnai iiiuth fniit, ofgratitiulc and obcdieiue, for in this is 

my Father most eminently that you, 
my apo'itles, bring Jorih much J nut, by e\trt- 
ing voiirseives to the utmost for the propaga- 
tion ot iny gospel m the world, and endeavour- 
ing to entorce \our iiistriictioiis l>y the holiness 
ot your lives : and iii this likewise yew shall ap- 

If any one doci not abide in mc.'\ It Christ, fvui V ) so plainly signifies mak- 
is strange, that my should think this te\t mg an exti inal pmfi ssion ol ChiisUsmity, 
a conclusive argument .against the doc- wheth'*! vam oi si'icric 
uinc of pcisevnanoe , when to be lu 



Ms Rcliedioiis on abiding in Chrid the true vine. 

iixT. pear to all to be my true disciples, and to act so ye be 
cLxxv. wortliy of your character and relation to me. 

And It IS Sfurely witli the highest reason I ^s thp Fathci 
would Qjffiage you to make this your aim : be- 
cause as the rather has loved me, so have I also (‘ontinuc ye in liiy 
lovedyoii, with the mcst constant and ii^vafiable love 
atfcction ; continue therefore in my love, and 
always be solicitous so to behave, as may, on 
your part, maintain the friendship inviolate. 

10 And?/ you diligently and constantly /tcc/? //jy lo If ye kci-p m\ 
commuiidmniis, then ?yoz/ ?W// assuredly continue XT'a^rm’ my 
in my love; even as J have always kept niy love, eunasnia\c 
Father's commandments, and so continue in h\s >tjv Faihpr ? 
love; for this is the most solid evidence of it, t,n.J 


in his 


11 These Ihinfts 


which I give to my Father, and re(piire from 
you. 

1 1 JMse things I have spoken to you, not to 
grieve 5*011 by any intimation that I suspect the thaf^m^v '0^ 
dncerily of your rogards ^ome; but that you 
may be so fort died and animated against the and thui >oui joy 
temptations of life, thatinyjoy-Aud complacency in' lull 
in you, as my faithful friends, anight still con- 
tinue : and [that] your joy in me maybe main- 
tained m Its full height, and may greatly in- 
crease, UvS it certainly will, in proportion to the 
advaneement of your resolution and zeal in my 
SCI \ ice. 


IMPROVtME^T. 

Vciv 1. How desirable is it, that we may learn from this discourse to 
regard Christ, at all times, as the" spiritual Head, from whom 
life and vigour are to be derived to all Ins people ' i et us 1)\ the 
exercise or an unfeigned faitb abide in him as the fi uei ivr ; as 
4, 5 being always sensible, that u ithout him ue can do nothing , and 
that, if we are m him only by an e.^eriuil profession, we tue not 
6 only 111 danger ol being cut aff', and taken au'dij, but shall in t!u; 
oend be cast into the fire. May w'e rather be purged and pruned, 
though It should be with the movt painful dispc'usations of proM- 
8 donee; if by tins means our frui fulness may be piomoLed lo tlu 
glory oj Cod and to the benefit of the wmikl ’ Mav Ins leord 
3 operate daily ujion us, \o ileanse us fiom remaming jiollntioii'j ! 
and if we tlms desire lo be tlean, let us take lued lo our ioay, 
according to the tenoiir of that icord. (Psal cmx. 8 ) 

7 We se(‘ our encfnirtigcnient to pray ; let ns take it irom Christ, 
and not he disinax ed, nor yield to inihclievmg suspicions. yJs 
*>//»(? Fa/hei has Imtd Chnst, so does he also love Ins pi-0|)le. l.et 
us nK‘sei\<' and cnltiiaie tins sacicd Iriend.ship ; and, whatev'r 



Christ again commands his disciplci to hoe oiie aimther, 449 

it jfflwy cost us, let us endeavour to continue m. ’fc lovSy and sect. 
■to avoid whatever would forfeit it; itching it above all things 
our care to ketp his mnnurndments. > Christ always 

those of his heavenly cantSl^t but always and inva- ^ 

riubly continue the object of his love aija ’delight; niay our con- 
duct* be ^uch, as that he may see reason to rejoice in us ; and 
then u'e shall also have the surest foundation for a sublime and 
.solid joy. 


SECT. CLXXVI. 

Christ reneu's his exhortation to mutual lai)e^ and declares the 
Jews inexcusable in their unbelief. John XV. 12, to the tnd, 

KV. IS. , JOP XV. 12. 

^His ih my com- Loru, in ordcf to impress the principles sfct. 

wi«n<iiuent, that V of mutual friepdsblp and benevolence on the 
ir ii* ni»>st powerfoi man- 

ner, recommended it to them at large on this xv. i2. 
tender occasion, and proceeded in hts discourse 
to the folluw'iiig purpose: This is in a peculiar 
m'>xm^rniy ciftnmandment to you, which, by 
all the obligations you are under to me, I charge 
and conjure you to observe, 'That ye all do most 
cordially and constantly love one another; even 
if It he possible, with as great an ardour as that 
with which J have loved you; so as to be ready 
to sacrifice your lives for each otiicr, as I ex- 
pose and resign mine for you. (('omparc John 
y.) Cioater imc xili. 34; and l John lii. 16.) And surely I can 13 
hath no man than gjvo iio niore,solid and impoHant evidence of 
!io«n 'ins ‘dfcctioii to you ; for no man has ever mani- 

tiicTids. fcsted, or can indeed imagine, if renter more 

disintcreStfiid love than this, that a man should 
be willing'TTOt only on some sudden alarm to 
hazard, htft on the coolest deliberation to sub- 
mit to laydown his U/ef.r ibe preservation and 
u Ye me my hiippiiiess of kts friends. Now as 1 am about 14 
1 VO*! demonstration of my love, 

fMttmj y«)ii SO I a^sllre you, that you are, and shall be ac- 

knowledged as my friends, and shall certainly 
share in the blessings of my death ami ■ life, if 
you pracTically acknowledge my authority, and 
arc so influenced by my love as to do wfiaho- 
V, Heiircforth \ ever I CO mm ndyou. 1 do not any longer call \ 5 
«''liy<mi)f)tavnaHis; though I fiave sometimes used, the 

phrase, and formerly have seen it necessary in 
some p»>ii!Us to treat you with jcscive tor the 


\nl ]I 



4^0 He did not deal zoith them as servants ^ but as friends, 

SECT, servant is let into the secrets of his master, forihe^ervantknow- 
and /,-,w^tA ««< particularly «hat his lord doth;- 
out I have not only in words called you my led you friends; lor 
(Luke xii. 4. sect, cxi.) but on the t***ng'* that i 
vvliole have treated > ou as such ; for all things m."di 

t,hat J have heardy and received iii charge from unto you. 
viy Father y 1 havcy so far as w.is convenient, di - 
dared to you^ in the most condescending ai: I 
endearing inaniKT, as you very well know. 

16 Keineniber that yoM have not hr.si chosen le aave not 
but J by my sovereign and eirociual grace ^uive chosen * 

chosen you\o the hono.iral.le offiee ofin^ .ipos. 
ties, and ambassadors; and have appointc 1 and L>h.,uid j.,,' .imi bring 
ordained yoUy that you should go and pnblisb ♦““N and rZ/wr 
what >ou have heard from me to all the world, 
ana be so qualilied and assisted, that you may o\ei yt- ^hall ask .»f 
bear abundant fruit in the most distant conn- du* Fatiiei in my 
tries, and [I hot] tlie blessed effect of your J rail 
xhonld (AUitinnc c\(‘ii to the remotest genera- 
lions yt y, 1 have also raised \ on to such a 
liapp) eirenmstancc, and made you so innment- 
ly ilie favourites of heaven, that, as I lately told 
you, (ver. 7.) whatever you diall ask the Fa- 
ther in my namcy he vmy perform ii tor yon ; 
and you may certainly depend upon iL he will 
give it you, " 

n But tlien again I would remind yon, that »f n 
you would continue thus the objeefs of these \(m, that 

bis gracious regards, you must carefully jirac- J** 
tisc your duty to each other as well as to him, 
for these things I command you, that ye love 


* f do not any lon'/er call you tenants • 
for the icrvant knoxvdh no/, ^ic.J Mr. 

I,ocke, (in his Keas"nabletiess ofChiis- 
tiiinity, p. 105.) u'fers this to the cau' 
tioTi with which our Lord had spken of 
his being the IMos'.iah , some instances 
of which hai e been already pointed out. 
See note ^ on John iv. 2fi, Vol. I. p. 173. 

^ .III tkvifrs that I hate he&d Jrom my 
Falfiei I hate dt^aied h yuu.] Oiir Lord 
had, no doiib^ the fullest view of the 
scheme of r^^cmptiou undertaken by 
him ; blit the apostles not being yet abiu 
to bear many thmgs, (compare chap. wi. 
12, sect, ckxvii ) espocialb relating to 
the calling of the (Jtnlilcs, and the aljo- 
litioD of the Mosaic law, he wisely 
deferred the discovery of them: so that 
theSe words must be taken with the li- 
mitation mentioned in the paraphrase, 


and signify that he had dune it So far as 
was convenient, 

^ IZiatyou should ^o and brar ft nl, &.C.] 
This was a secuiitj to them that tliey 
should be preserved from imuiedintc 
dangers, and that their life should he 
goarded by Proidunce till some consi- 
dcriible scrvi' es had been accomplished 
b\ their means.— When our Lord adds, 
that your irtiit should coiitiiiuc, he may 
allude to the custom of keeping i ich and 
gentrous wines a great many years, so 
that in some ca*-es (which was especially 
.npphcable to the sweet eastern wines) 
they might prove a cordial to tlio&e who 
were unborn when the grapes v\crc pro- 
duced. In this view there is a beautiful 
propriety in the representation, which I 
hope will be particularly ft It when these 
reviving chapters arc read. 



451 


The u'oHd ivould hate them^ as it Hated him* 

• one another; and thus you should li^ rather do, sect. 
as you will be the mark of common hatred aiidci-xxvi. 
18 ifUicworldhate persecution. Yet if you find the u^orld 

*"** you hayono roasoii to be offend'- xv!'“s' 

hatefi you. cd or surprised at this;’'for you know, that mild 

and l)pnevolrnt as my conduct has al\va\ «, been, 
vet 7 t has /iaf( d me your Chief and Lord,** Ac- 
hu'e It diHchar^ed its venom and malij^nity on 
1 " If \ofi'-rc of ii,)u Indeed if you were like the rest of ibe\^ 
ih( Moiid, .f 2 'u.rid tind y«>ur doctrines and practice were 

t^ut btcaii.se vc aie eournriivible to its custoiDs and maxims, the 
not of the world, bi.. worltl is SO generally under the power of selfish 
I iia\c chown vtm jn-pj, that It undoubtedly would love its 

out of Die woild, ' - ■ 

.Ilf 


If lore the woild >’0** might expect much better treat- 

jiti'h }oii ment lioui it but because this is not your cha- 

racter, and you are not thus of the world, but J 
have chosen you out of the world, not only to 
separate* from, but to oppose it.s vicesand enor- 
mities, and even to he leaders in that holy and 
necessary oppodtion, it is no wonder that upon 
/his (itiouni the world hatelh you, thougli the 
cause III which you are engaged be indeed so 
horumrahle, an J your lives so useful and bene- 


fit 


l' .,!( I.'. 1 . 

I t' fl I ,iU. ( I'l 

I I t I '> f I 
Lff.itt'i tli.ni I 


Vr member, and recollert upon this occasion, 20 
th" rd which I spake to you some time ago, 
Lit. \ 'J 1 -, •nui 1 nke VI. 40 .) and which I have 


i.i'i It iiKv iM'f but lately t*. peateii, (John xiii. 16 ) The ser- 

..u-ut-d u.., l„..y , - 


girafer than his lord, nor tfic ines* 
senger >»reatcr than him that sent him: /y’llicre- 
*01. y have persevuk'd me, and providence 


'* It fijs hih’d me y''tn ] The 
wiud>i 111 iIk* (irginal CfMitv 

i ) wliiib we icmlfi, // hnltd me 

'ii/< iL li.ucd i/,- 7 f, m.iy (a-. Pi I.ardner 
wi tl t.liMTfC mme lUerallv r«.iider' 
< d. It huUti vu" ifniti Chief, winch inakes 
‘ij( c'\prc-.siuii more In civ and exactly 

• II illcl to .Mat X, !2i, 'JJ , s®i’t K*v. 
Ni, Laid. Ciixlib. part 1, Vol. II. p. 
■y / ) 'I liiis ‘uj> arjjul'^ nf*i (1 Tilll 

In) la well tianxi.ucd, (ij uihom I am 
hmf 

^ If ijnu -A ere qf ii.e world, the torrid 
wvld ,'ovt tt\ 'jwn ] This sierns. to rue 
I '<tio.i<; i[iuui.itioa, that even m nations 
Oiifh )irifi!». OiriDtianiry, if tr.ie reli- 
,1011 (all, ab it very pob^iiblv may, to a 

• iv low ebb, tiii-vtlMt €Kert thiniselics 

• mirkablv foi the iv\r.al of it, must, 
'll the iei\ pi I'luplii hekv 1.11(3 down, cx- 
' * lu're.l (,pi)'‘ itloil. . »I 1 thitti.': 


passages in icnplure relating to persecu- 
tion aie not so peculiar to the iTStdge.H, 
01 to Christian-. Il^ iiig in idolatious coun- 
tries, as -lOnic hsve suppi -3 d. \\ oiild to 
God, the malignity to be I'uund m some 
of us against onr bretlirm, did not tor. 
plainly illustrate tins remark' .Men will 
piobably experience the triiih ol it, m 
proportion to tlie <]c;:ei'ei.icy ot those 
around them, and to tlie vigom and re- 
solution with which they bear their tcsti- 
mony against pievatling errors and viccb. 
Yet it la certain, that the imprudent e 
and bigotiy of some \ery gned men hru 
sometimes made matters u'ur-e than they 
would otheiwise lia^e lieen. and peihaps 
has irritated ihe vices ef then (‘iiomu^, 
soa 4 |t!p.irt to hiivo In on access, 'll y if. 
their own damage, .lud the rtnicii -n -itwr 
mi ' h'vf «)f thu ‘c that hat '• 1 1' r Ji rm ui. 



SliOT. 
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The Jetn were tnemmhle in their hatred of him. 


has permitted them to do it, you may reason - 
• ably L'oncimie < 7 / 5 ^ pene€ute “^ou, and 
raniKir justly complain if you have your share 
, of suHeniiffs; niiu ?/ you have seen that ihej/ 
hair generally kept my saijing, 1 will give you 
leave to siijjposc they will also keep yours.^ 
l/fz^/tvhen you see, as you very qiiiqkly will, 
not only my doctrine rejected, liut rny "p<‘l^oM 
assaulted, abused, and murdered, it must be a 
sensible warning to you to prepare for the like 
nsiige ; and ull these things they mil in fact do 
io you^Jor my name's sakc^ because they do not 
hur^^ him that sent me; for their ignorance of 
that God to whom they boast so near a relation, 
^loe^ indeed lie at tlie bottom of their oppo- 
isition to me. And a, dreadful account they will 
have to give for it ; for if I had not come and 
spoken tlins plainly to them, they would com- 
'paiatively have had no sin but now they have 
no cinrw or pretence /iir fheh' sin, l)ut, being 
commuted against so clear and strong a light, 
it stands exposed in its most odious colours . 

; Yea, It appears rebellion agjiiiist God, as well 
as ingiaiiiudc to me ; for ^6* that hateth and 
o;)|)Oscih me, hateth and opposelli wy Father 
aisv, whose commission 1 hear;** and this is 
what they have done, after all reasonable me- 
thods have been taken for their conviction, 
l^lf 1 had wrought no miracle at all, nay, ij I 
had not dune among them such extraordinary 
works as no otiur man e\er did, not even 
then- prophets, or MooCs himself, they had 


will also perscciUt.' 
you, if tliej^ hafe 
kept my -ay me, they 
will kci'p jours also. 


21 But all Ihi^v 
things will thev do 
imtu \>)ii f.ir my 
naiiio's -akc, breauiM* 
tlu'j know not hiiu 
that sent ini . 


'J'J If 1 h.nd ma 
coriiti, and spoki'n 
unto thorn, lhi*y h.i(l 
nnt had sin but now 
tli‘-y no cloak 

for their sm. 


‘2'’ Ik that hat( I 
mo, h.iUth mj 1 
Ihii ako 


04 H I had not 
tliuc ainung them the 
works whnh none 
oiher man did, they 


^ Tf iheij have hpi mif sayings &c. j I am 
surpiispd tint such a multitude of leain- 
nl cornmentatois, ami among ihc ie>t 
(i.c iki'i and Kiutehbull, should coRtend 
f'l.ii -rjtfiv >.Tyo,i ahunld here be under- 
>ruo'l of obsening a person's discourse 
vitlia ina!i;',nant de'iun to carp at it. 
(See AVolfius in loe ) has iii- 

ileed tliat sense, M.uk ii', 2^ l»lke \|. 7, 
%iv. \‘)i \y ‘20. But »o ccitain .irgu- 
Aici't Can bo drawn from liouce, t.spjei tal- 
ly i aiMdrxiiii; how coc .t inily the phrase 
before i)S !-> laiven in a good sense, for an 
oheiiu'.it icg.kid, in this veiy di<>couise, 
in winch it olicn occurs. Sec .luhaxir 
h'l, till, , 2 : 3 ; X'. 10 ,- XVII. *i. 

S Tkeif tiuuid half hart uo ] It is m) 
ideut fioin tin* word of flwd (see Korn 
1 ii’.'Jl wiiidiil'2 — 1.'>,)av well as fioni 


the rea-on of things, that sin may be nn- 
pntad to those who base no rcvLiation, 
that it is most evident this is onl> a llc- 
biaism, as when, aeoordnig to ihepathe- 
tjc m'Hiner of speakiniT, espc< lallv m use 
urnoug the eastern nations, that is said 
to he nothing at all, which, when (om- 
p.ucd with rometliint! dse, is uicousider- 
ablj small See Psal. xxxix. b, Isa \I. 
17. I Cor. 1 23, ill. 7; and lumpaie 
John IX. 41. 

Haleth my Father aliO.] How mueh 
is It to be Wished, that those who make 
light of ('brist, while they pp terid agieat 
^cnriatioii fbi the Father, would si nously 
attend to thi.s weighty :i(Imnmlioii, ]c<st 
bdjilv they be found t\eu to light against 
tJod'' (Aet« V. •:« ) 



The Spirit, tuhen he comes, xcill testify of him. 4a3 

h:ui not had s»n ■ but had any degree of sin, comparable to sLcr. 

■een'Sh“te.ltll; "^ich they are now under f fit/ 

')ic aodiny Father, they have rejected my superior miracles, which 
, they have seen with their own eyes, at the samexv. ‘>4. 

time that they own the evidence of those which 
^ Moses wrought, of which they have heard only 
by distant report, they manifest such an obsti- 
nate peiwerseness of temper, that I may truly 
say, they have both seen, and huted bath me and 
my Father; and God him>elf u ill justly resent 
and punish il, as an indignity that shews their 
j>nut#A?» fOKJt'/A enmity to him. But [this is alt pcrniiitcd^’^lo 

mfsIni^fuirlLTw « in their late or 

is wiitton in their in thcir sacred \ ohimc, coiiccrmiiii David, (Psal. 
law, They bated me xxxv. 19 .) ;?! 7^*/// eminently bt fulfilled in me, 
ttiihout a cause. anciciit piopheci(‘s toietold that i.t 

should, Surdy they have hated me without a 


cfi Tiut ’niien the /?;// idieu the Comfortcr is come, whom, as liib 

S/m f'- f ) '' 

iM fromihe u jrom the rathcv, tht Spirit oj truth, 

tiu'i eu‘n the spirit /^/lo procccd^ Jroni tfu Fgtfur, and is lo lesido 
(.1 ir.ith, which pro- church, he shall fmr a convincinn tedi- 

thcr, iio shall testify Olony (o me, to Vindicate rny cnar.icter troin all 
t-r me the infamy they are maliciously attempting to 

•r, \!id jc altio throw upon it. And you aUo, weak iis you *27 
7" appear, shall by Iiis powerful assistance 

wWi mefroin the Ik- bear a couragcous and convincing testimony to 
me, because you have been with nu ftovi the be- 
ginning of my ministry, and therciore arc the 
best qiij^ified to give an account of my wdiolt; 
conduct; which the better it is known, the more 
U will iiistify my cause, and expose tiie wicked- 
ness of those that rise up against me. 


IMPROVFMfcNT. 

Tiil Son of God condescends to speak under the character of Vei. i 
a Friend, and with what fminbie gratitude should wc attc'iid 

* 7hf>/ haic haled m- leiOiyut a frtww'.] N’e'crthple'»s, that the enemies of the 
It .ippPars to me \ery evi<len' , that Fsal Messiah should hMr him w ithont a cause, 

w V. cannot be, btnetiv speakmg, a pro- wai cNprcssly foretold, { l^a liii. y— *9 ; 

|)li'C\ concemingthc M *ssiah, esnecially Uan. ix. ‘26, and Zech. xii. Id;) not to 
troin \ er, 1 i, 1 i, vhich repi< sent a p?T- mention the argument arising from com- 
mon incapable of helping others in tiicir paring all the places in whieh lus Iiino- 
'>.( kness, other I'lse thin bv fasting and t*cnce and holiness arc dcsorihed, wrh 
pitivci , whcicas Chiist, (an I, so far a's lhose«bichn fer to liissulTcriugs. So that 
Hc i-n ii::d, he ah.ne) had a power oi I apprehend the turn tiven in the para- 
a i k.i'c riiitai les whenever ho pleased, phrase sufficiently justified. 



4^4 Reflections on the worlis hatred of Christ, &c. 

. SECT, to his words!. He lays aside tlie majesty of a sovereign to assume 
CLxxvi.tbis more tender relation; and surely our overflowing hearts must: 
inquire, blessed Jesus^ what shall we do to express the friend- 
*^'ship on ourUde? Let us observe what he has here declared, Vt, 
are friends indeed, i/ve do whatever I cmmand ymL Lord, 
we will run the way oj these Mi/ eommandments^ when on this 
noblest' principle thou shall enlarge our hearts! (Psal. cxix 32 ) 
12, 13 He has loved us with an unexampled atfectiou, which has ap- 
proved itself J/ro;i^er than death; and, in return, he requires ns 
to love one another. How gracious a command ^ How merciful 
to oUr fellow-creatures and to ourselves, who should infallibly 
feci the h'.'neflt of the practice of it, both in the delight inse- 
parable from benevolent affections, and in the circulation of 
kiud and friendly offices, which, degenerate as human nature is, 
few are so abandoned as not to endeavour to repay ! Who would 
not imagine that the whole world should feel and obey the charm ? 
IS , 25 And yet, instead of this, behold, they hate Christ, and his ser- 
vants for his sake, though without a cause, and against the 
strongest engagements, ^fi8erable creatures.! who by a neces- 
23,24«ary consequence, whatever they may fondly imagine, hate the 
Father also, and stand daily and hourly exposed to all the dicad- 
ful terrors of an almigjjity enemy. 

19,20 Let us not wonder if the world hate us; nor greatly regard, if 
It injure ns. We are not of the world, nor is the serrant greater 
thi n his lord: but surely the opposition which the gospel brings 
along with it, is nothing, when compared with those blessings 
which it entails on all who faithfully embrace it. Were tlie suf- 
ferings and difHcukies a thousand times greater than they are, 
we ought to esteem the Pearl of price, the most happy pur- 
chase at any rate; and to be daily returning our most thankful 
acknowledgments, that Christ sent forth his^apostles, qualifietl 
Willi s^ch a knowledge of himself, and assisted by such power 
Sfifroni Ill's appointing them to eo and bring forth fruit, 
even fruit which should remain to the remotest ages. Through 
his guardian care it still remains in the world : Oh may it flour- 
ish more abundantly among us 1 and may its cflicacy on our 
hearts and lives be more apparent! And may Divine grace con- 
vince those who now reject and oppose it, that in the midst of 
22 such various evidence of bis having come and spoken to them, 
the^ have no cloak for their sin I but with whatever fond excuses 
they may amuse themsefves and others, it will quickly ap- 
pear, that the bed is too short to stretch themselves on it, and 
the covering too narrow to wrap themselves in. (Isa. xxvhi. 20.) 



Christ imrns. his disciples to expect persecution, 443 ^ 


SECT, CLXXVII. 

.Christ warns his disciples of the snferings theumust expect^ and 
labours tu Ireconcile them to the thoughts of his remove^ as what 
would on the whole be advajitageous to them, as the occamn cf 
sending the Spirit, which would be so great d support to them 
and their cause, John XVI* 1 — 15. 


JOHN XVI. 1. 
*pilES£ thinijs have 
spoken unto 
yon, ‘that ye should 
not be ullencled. 


JOHN XVI. I. 


C Tlij'y shall put 
vou uiit of the svna- 
ftngu>s v tM, the time 
ronii'tli, that Mhoso- 

‘''M I kill) til toil, will 
tbiiik that h<> doth 
IJod scrMce. 


^HRIST farther added in bis discourse to bis s^*’*"*'* 
disciples, These things I have spoken to 
conce«‘ning the opposition which }on arc to ex- 
pect from the world, and the proportionable xVi. i 
supports you will receive from the Spirit, that 
when the storm arises, you may not be offended 
and discouraged, and much less be drawn to 
renounce your profession, in order to avoid the 
dang ■ 77iry indeed excommunicate, or j 
cast you cut of the synagogues; yea, that is not 
all, tor the hour is shortly coming, that whoso,- 
ever killethyou,^ shall think that he offers [an 
acceptabk] service to God:^ to so mad a rage 


* li ko^ttfver hUetk yo//.] As the lower 
kind<. ot evcoiuiuiinication among the 
Jews were altei ded only with sertaration 
from synagogue worship, and from fa- 
mily comer‘*e, (Luke vi,22,) or, in cases 
of gr.'ater guilt, with eonfiscaton of goods 
.iiid forfeiture of all their substanee, 
(E/ra X. 8 ) the highest kind of it was a 
capital sentence, (Lev. xsmi. 29,) the 
I'xccutioii of whii'li, w hen regularly pro- 
nounced, was indeed an act of duty and 
obedience to riod, while they had the 
power of life and death in their hands ; 
but after :t was wrested from them, some 
might perhaps think it an act of very 
acceptable piety and zeal, to attempt 
such executions, though at the hazard of 
thcT own Incs, (of which the forty con- 
sinrators against Paul do therefore so 
boldly avow a design, even to the high- 
priest, as if it were meritorious, rather 
than criminal; Acts xxiii, 14, 15.) Ajrid 
to such sort of facts these words of our 
Lord may peculiarly relate.— Permit me 
to digrcsD so far as to add, th^t 1 appre- 
hend, ill other cases after they were thus 
disarmed of the power of life and death* 
Tho bad (as I may elsewhere prove) a 
dependence upon the interposition of 
piovuhmc to add that efficacy to their 


censares, which their power, infringed as 
it was, could not give : m refcrince to 
which, this highest sentence of excommu- 
nication was in the decline of their sLitc 
called Anathema Maran-atha,i>v a sentence 
which the Lord would remarkably come 
to execute, though tliey themselves could 
not carry into etlfect. St Paul therelorc, 
with a peculiar bcautv and propiiety 
(but ne^er. so far as I can fuul, lully ex- 
plained,) applies it to a crime pot cap.i- 
bie of coaviction before any human 
judges; even the want of a smcerc lu^« 
to Christ, though undir a Christian |iio- 
fession. See 1 Cor. xvi 22. 

^ gkall tkmkthat he offeu \an accepiable\ 
fenice to Cod-] The woids arfocr- 

figtir $«(!» migl't (as .liip I eiglitiii ob- 
serves,) be rendered, ogt/s on oblut.on ',x 
sacrifice to-God, This intimates, as that 
excellent man glubses on the text (Serm. 
xvii. p, 302.) that the serv anti, oft hrist 
" should be considered not unlyas sheep 
for the slaughter, but as »heep for the 
altar too.” The rage of persecuting 
enemies, and, bet'ond all cufn|Miison, tl e 
murders cuinmittfd by papal cruelry in 
the name ut the T.ord, inlbeirhi'cnt .iribs 
of whole burnt offerings, (if 1 may be al- 
lowed an expression wbuh fa'ls so far 



4^6. ' They lamented his goings but it teas for their advantage. 

SECT, shall tjieir zeal arise, and so thick is the dark- 
c*'WjHfiess wiih which their minds are veiled. /id nil p And these thinsN ■ 
these cruel ihi/igs they will do unto you, because they 

xvil”. not hmwn ' either the Father ^ or me; ha "e nut*^ known thit 

which if they W done, instead of iR^urmg me, Father, nor me. 
and exercising such inliumanities towards you, 
my apostles, they would have received u» with 
^ the greatest pleaburc and thankfuloessj. But ♦ But these things 
1 tme fpoken these things plainly to you, and 
forewarned you or them, that when the season come, ye may ic- 
comes in which they shall happen, you may re- member that i t*»id 
member that 1 told you of them; and so may X"" 
turn what has so discoura^ring an aspect into a not unto you at the 
fartlier confirmntioii of your faith And I did beguminp, becau- 
not indeed say these things to you from the be- * 
ginning of mv ministry, because I was then with 
yoUy and could easily suggest proper instruct 
tions and consolations, as new circmnstanccs of 
. 5 difficulty arose: But now J speak them, he- s But now r gomy 

cause /tfi/i departing from you for u while, and "ay t“ bun tli.it sent 
am going away to him that sent ?7je into the yo«a<.k('ihmo,Whi. 
world ; and yet none of you asketh me^ Whither tber pocst thou> 
dost thou go f nor m concerned to make those 
inquiries about that better world where we are 
to dwell together, which surely might well he- 
<>come you in such a circumstance. But be -^ , ^ But becansp i 
cause I have spoken these thiiigs unto you, and m^)rrow 

talked of leaving you tor a time, jfour natural hath fiih*d your heart 
.iffections have been greatly moved, and sorroio 
has fiUed and pierced your very hearts, so that 
you seem almost stupilied with it. 

1 Bat J tell you the exact truth of the case, “ NfiorthWcss i 

when I say that it u on the wiwlc advantageous It'L' eMild'ionr'ior 
to you, as well as jaroper lor me, that L Aiould you uiat i go dw.^^^ 
go away, considering the agreement- made be- fo' 'f > nc■la^^av, 
tween the Father and me ni.Uic council of peace f'umfortfi will 
between us; for if I do nmgaaway^ and ap,- but it idopait.i wdi 
pear in heaven undeit the ehaiacter of the sen*! h>m uiao you. 
great lligh-Pnest, the Qomfortei will not come 
to you, since the gift oF the Spirit is the fruit of 
my purchase, and is appointed to be conse- 
' queiit upon my being glorified, yohn vii. 39, 

sect, ci.) btH vihtn / go fri>m hence, I wUl not , ,,, ,, 

8 fail to send him to you. And when he comes, come, hew ill roproie 


s^oit of tho dreadful tiulh,) too |u*tlv hi» 3»lUr, the day «,hcii he makes inipu- 
ilWtrate the n’m.irk But liuw (tuJ will sition for blood vjlldetlai', 
resent ihc rnuidcr ol his children, upon 



The Spirit will convince of sin^ rigkteoiisiim^andjuiptM. 457 , 

\he world of sin and he 'miU abuncJantly display the ^ilinacy of his sect. 

****** grace, not only in the comforts he will give you ctxwir , 
•’ * under all your troubles, but in the wonderful ^ 

, success with which he will enable you to cany xvr. 8 

on my cause ; and will effectually co/ivmce the 
awWd, by your ministry,® ^.sm, and ^ n]gfAte- 
they bet";e’'noro“ o/judprient. He Will Convince the9 

Hie; world of tbat aggravated si7i which they are 

guilty of, because iln y da not believe in 7ne ; to ' 
the truth of whubc mission be will bear an un- 
answerable testimony by his enlightening in^ 
fluences and miraculous operations. He will 10 
10 Of righteous- convince them if tfiy r^ightemsness and inno^ 
?Fath?“‘’‘ cuncy ; because it will evidently appear tbat I 


HCSS 

iriv Father, and 
• cc nL« no more. 


go to my Father y and am accepted of him, when 
i send the Spirit from, him in so glorious a man- 
ner; (compare Acts ii, and Rom. i. 4.)- and 
tbat my tighteousness may therefore be relied 
on for the justificatibt)' aiKl acceptance of my 
people, since you see me no more appearing 
among you in the form of a servant, but are as- 
sured that, having hnished what I was to do on 
earth, 1 am taken up to heaven, and received 
1 ! Of into glory. Atid he will convince them of my 11 

the prince of being invested with the powevofexeruting/wrfff- 
ment ; because the prince of this wvrldy the great 
h&ad of the apostacy, is now a.s it were already 
judged and condemned, and shall then be tri- 
umphed over in a very remarkable manner, 
when hi.s oracles are silenced, and he is cast out 
from many persons, and countries too, which 
he before possessed: (compare John xii. 31, 
sect, cxlviii.) And Satan being thus divested 
of bis powet, my gospel shall bo propagated 
^ through the wbrld, and a full proof at length ho 

given of niysovcrepn authority, in my coming 
to execute judgment upon all ungodly sinners. 

12 1 have jet many / have yet many other things to say to yow, i2 
you*'' but ye^capnot relation to matters of considerable moment 
bea/thein now. ill the Settlement of my chdreh : buf I wave them 
at present, because I know tbat you are not able 
to bear[ihem]^7wWi and are not yet prepared 


c Tie mil c(mvi’'ce the urorW.] So the of this, and tho following versfs, yrr 
ntiidfA^yinpToptrly sgnitics. Compare Archbishop Tillotsou''' Woiks, Vol. Ill 
Juim Mil. 9, 4(»j 1 Cor. mv. 24; Tit- i. p, 287 — 

9 .and .(am ii For the illustration 



WS . He will lake of the thingi of Christy and sheiv to them* 

s»Bct. to receive them.<* ffut*Jwhen he, [even] the 13 HwWt, whra 
Spirit of truth, it cam, accordiiis to the pro- 
^inise 1 have given yon, he, as a faithful Guide, you into all truth: 


lead you into all necessary truth: for Aer fo^r he shall not speat 
will not exceed his commission, and, like a care- shall h^^i 

less or unfaithful messenger, speak merely ^ that shall he spt ak; 
himself I but, like a wise and good ambassador, *"•* be will shtw you 
whatsoever he shall hear and receive in charge, ^ 

[that] will he speak; and he will shew you things 
to eome, as far as> may be necessary to prepare 
and (juahfy yon for the great work you shall be 
called to; and will aetjuaint you with future 
events, the prediction ot which, as delivered by 
you, may be a Idstino testimony to the truth of 
3 4- my gospel. \nd he shall indeed gl'^rify me in 
themctsi^al manners /,»• A/- will lake o/ mine, 
ororthosedoctnnes which relate tome, and those shall shew it unto 
benefits which I procure artd bestow, and will you. 
niveal and shew [iV] to you in the most clear and 
1 5 attractive light. And indeed all things rvhal- 15 All things that 
soever the Falkr hath are mines and theref^e, 
to expre.ss the whole .system of evangelical i thatheAili uk( 
truth, 1 said unto yoa, that he will take of mine, of shall 

and will shew [//] to you ; since whatsoever he 
reveals to vou in the name of God, may be cal- 
led mine, as all truth proceeds from me, and all 
real goodness is my cau.se and interest in the 
world. 


14 He shall glorify 
lUe . for ho sh.ill re- 


IMPROVEMKNT. 

Verse 2 Hdw great is the ignorance and folly of them that persecute 
tbt ir brethren in the name of the Lord, and kill his dear children 
under the pretence of offering him an acceptable .vflt'ri/tv* f Thus 
3 were the apostles treated by those that knew not the God for 
whom they proiessed all this burning zeal. Let us bless God 
that we are pro\ idcntially sheltered from those effects ol it which 
might otherwise bear so hard upon us; and let us diligently 
watch over our hearts, that no irregular affections may work 
there, and no uncharitable sentiments be harboured. When, 

. * Evt ifou arc not able ti^ hear tbm nOw.) their remaining prejudices uoreremovod. 

Those other thjpgi to ul.tch our Lord re- Howeier, the prudence of Christ in this 
fers, might pii;wably rel.itc to the abroga- respect is aQ^exooltciit pattern for ininis- 
tion of the ceremonial law, to the doc- ters, and iVebad need to pray earnestly 
tunc of jiistilu iCiuD by truth, the rejec- for the inatrUhtions anu assistance^ of the 
tiou of thr Jews, the call ng of the Oen- Spirit of God, that t^e may neither forget 
tiles, and the like, which might have noi abuse it 
given some otfence to the disnplcs, till 



Reflections on the ends for zvhich the Spirit should be sent, 449 

like the apostles our hearts are Jilled with sorrow l€|t us be cau- sect, 
tious that they may not be stupijUd by it, so thfct any call 
duty should pass unheard, or any opportunity of religious ad- Ver. 
rancement unimproved ; and let us not be indolent in our in- 5, 6 
\uiries into the meaning of those dispensations which we do not 
understand ; but seriously consider whether we are not sorrowful 
for that which is indeed designed for our advantage, add in the 7 
issue will be matter of rejoicitig to us. 

We hear to what purposes the Comforter was sent. His com- 
ing was designed in a peculiar manner for the advantage of the 
apostles ; and was of greater service to them than the continuance 
of Christ's presence with them in the body would have been, 
not only to support and comfort them under all their triah, but 
to acquaint them with all necessary truth, and fully to instruct 
them ill the mysteries of Gqdlincss. And he came also for the 8 
conviction of an apostate world , for th^ important errand he was 
sent upon, was to awaken fiSens' minds, and to convince them of 
their own guilt, and of Christ's righteousness, and of that awful 
judgment whicli should be executed on the most inveterate of 
his enemies. Let us often think of the force of the Spirit's /w-j), 10, 
timony to the truth of Christianity, and endeavour to understand 1 1 
it in ail Its extent. Let us bless C^d, that the gospel, and the 
character of his Son, were thus vindicated j and rejoice in the 
views of that complete conquest, to which is already ad- 
judged. In the mean time, let ua earnestly pray, that the influ- 13 
ences of the Holy Spirit may be conininiiicated to us in such a 
manner, that Christ may be glorified in us, and we in him ; and 
that the things qf Chnst may he taken and shewn to us by that 
Spirit; for it can only be done by means of his influence and 14,15 
operations. 


SECT. CLXXVIII, 


Our Lord concludes his discourse with assuring his dimples that 
his separation from them would not he final, but that he would 
still act in their Javour as their Guardian, and make them 
finally victorious, John XVL 16, to the end. 


JOHN XVI. 16. T . JOHN XVL 1*^- 

^ LiTi'LE while (jUrt Lord continued and concliidert this ex- sect. 
and ye sliall oot cellcnt disCOUrSC tO his apostles in words tocixxvnr. 

rur;iiuMd”ie*''e/o'l°5WS porpose: It is yet but a IMe'^ 

. while,, and you shall not see me any more coii-xvi, ib, 
versing with you ,upon earth, as T have hither- 
to done : and yet again for your encouragoinent 
and comfort, 1 assure yon, that it is but a little 
while longer, and yon ^haJi sec vie again, on 



4^0 Christ tells lhemylt\ a little time timf should wt see him, 

HPXT. terms of much greater advantage, because 1 shall sep me, because 
cixxtni./f^ Father; |jiainly intimatintr thereby, that *6°*'^**''^ Father. 

[ie would be so mindful oi i‘ieir interest with the 
Xvi. I (i Father, as ere long to bri.igthcm to an eternal 
abode with him." 

17 But their thoughts were so taken up about n Then said jowe 
other tlimgs, and thev had still such ex pecta- his disvipics 
tions of his establisuiiig an earthly kingdom, wbatis th.sthat h« 
that, notwithstanding w'hat he now had said was sauh unto uk, a intli. 
far from being obsture, tbiw* did not at first 
pcneirate into the meaning of it : [some] of his ^ hitie wh,ir 
disciple^ therefore said one to another^ What is and yeshaiisw me: 
this that he says to us f A little while find ye 
shall not see me ; and again a little while and ye * 

shall ^ee me; ami why does he add, Becau^se I 
\Sgo to the Father They said therefore among isThty said Uierc- 
themselvos, What is th\s little while of which he fore, what i-* this 
speaks^ we know not what he says, and cannot th.itbcsanh, a little 
apprehend wliat he means by it. _ ,,^1 

19 j\ow Jesus, as the secret workings of their 19 \.»u jesns knew 
hearts weio open to ills view, knew that they tb.iMhM wr-miisir- 
aw dedrous to ask him for sonic farther expb- 

* Intimating,''— he would bring th>'m to indeed difficult to imagine \\hr.i (oiild 
an eicinal abode, ^0 ]' Ab this senso is perplex tbrrn unlivj t were ih.it Ihty 
•vidently inuob ith r<vimp'>rtant, '■o itap* .suRpoi'teU' tlw words), '/ litt'e -Me it> d 
pMis to )ii« more n.^tiin»l .xnd ea-y tlmn yr ^liaUm tec me . andapnin n IdHe iMc 
th.it of Mons LeClere, V ho nndei stand*? ant ye s/iad ur mr, might intPn.iU; 
itae iF Christ had baid, Chough I am that after he had gon** to the I’athci, and 

** i)nickly to dis;ipnear from you, and be made a sh(»rl bUv Ibere, hi* would (’onie 
** ludgedin tlie gia\<*, I shalUoou('«>me a^am, nml sUtle an c'auiily kingdom; 
'• nijiin, and make you anothci visit of and they might desire .in explieitiou in 
'* some lenuih, Ii< lord return to heaven this view. AcOordiiigh attei harin'; tuld 
“ by iny aseension.” Ilis guing t.i the them tliat, though they weie sonuwfiil. 
Father was i.o proof of tln^, thni^h ic he would conic and S'-e tlicni .'ll; tin iftci 
xlrongiv prmed hi ability to introduce his ie»uri\.ctiun (lei. 2'', 22; and would 
them to the hea^en’y world. I uppre- introduce them to .i state of coratortable 
hfud that the whole joy which ClinsCx conreltW! with Cod by prayer, and .*1 joy 
resuireL'ti ih an.-l ascension as connected of which none should drjtrive ihein (\er. 
With c.u h other, j;a\e them, iirefeucil 'J'> — 27,) he .“iilds t\ei 28), th.it he w. is 
to in the foll'iwiiif; discourse, whuh naickly leaving the world, to go and 
tliorufoie IS so pdia-ihrnsed, aS'tX) include lesidc, with the Father, from whom he 
all (bat I.S pcitiiiciit and material in the laine; tbereby gently intimating, tbiit 
tiiplication .d)o\e. no tempo lal reign was to be expected. 

^ It /.all l/u f/.at fir sf,ifU There And if wc suppose bun thus to have 
are so many iKissane** in tlie preceding^ glaiued obliquely at the most secret »en> 
parts of this discoui'C ntuch rdatato tiiuent' of their hrnrts', it will account 
CliiM’sg'tingtv Ills Fati.er (chap. XIV. 2, for that eoofe’Sion of his oninucienee 
12 XV. '2S', x'l 10), that it is a winch nnmfldiately toHows-this^Btb verse* 
strange lustjhue of the' dulness of the (vcr. 29, the reason of which would 
.'ipisiies lh.stthc.; did not understand not .ippeaf ^tcly lioui hn discovery, 
him hcic i ihaj>*< U is recorded on that tlicy doubted about .omcthing wliu h 
puiposc to si ( w what an alteration the their cuuntenaneeB and whispcis iniglq 
.Spint .afnw.'rds mid’* in them-— It iS" shew. 



Btit he would seeihevi again^ and Iheir hear t^'should rejuke. 46 1 


SAid unto th^in. Do 
inquire nmon^ 
yo(<i‘ i\ea of ibat I 
\ Ii*t1c 'All lie 
•and V ‘ shill not «*e 
me: -ind agam, a lit- 
tle n bile and yc sh^ll 
ste me > 


2f) N'crily, verily 
1 sav uto v'li, that 
ye sh.ill ueep and la- 
nil. Ill, bill the world 
sli ill lejoice .iiidve 
sliiil be sun ow fill, 
blit \ Mill ‘ in iw shall 
Ik turned mtuj.iy. 


‘J1 A woman, when, 
hill' ii m tr.nail hath 
siirrow, hrea.isc hci 
lioiii I Clime ■ but ns 
*>iii)ii a*, she is de- 
liveii d "t llie child, 
he I 111 ' iiibcie Ii no 
iii'iictliL aiii'uisli foi 
i><\ th It a man is bom 
into the wui Id 
‘2‘2 And ve now 
lilt refi ire haic sor- 
row. blit 1 will -ee 
you apaiii, and your 
heart shdl lejmci , 
and vuM> ID) no man 
faketh fiom you 


cation of what he had been saying, and yet that sect- 
thf*y were afraid of being upbraided for 
slowness of their apprehensions ; and tlierefcmr'^^'j^ 
kindly prevented their confusion^ and said fox\ i i<» 
thm, Do you inquire of oiif another conctming 
this, which I said^ J little while and ye shall not 
see me; and again a Hi fie. while and ye shall see 
we? Surelvj if you reflect a little, it cannot he 
vfrv difficult to understand t!ie meaning of that. . 
Pknly, verily, I say unto you, that ye sludHlO 
sliordv weep and lament for a while, on accoont 
of my being taken away from you,*^ and in the 
mean time the world shall rejoiie, as if it liad 
prevailed anainstate; and you skull be sornmjul 
at the loss ol' my presence, hut then you have 
this to comfort you m that interval ot distress, 
that your sorrow shall quickly be turned into 
joy. J list as a woman, when she is in labour, has - 1 
great anx'cty and sorroxo because her hour of 
distress and agony come; bill when she has 
brought forth a child, she forgets the pangs she 
endured, and rememberctU [ncr] tribulation no 
more,f rjoy that a man is bom into the worltf, 
and added to her family for its future honour 
and support, jhid so u is, that indeed have 22 
sorrow iwu, in expectation of the melancholy 
scene wbu'h is approaching ; and it will very 
much increase your trouble to see me in a few 
hours more torn away from you, with inhuman 
violence, tiung as a malefactor on the cross, and 
buried m the grave: but when your hopes are 
at the lowest ebb, I will quickly see you again, 
after my resurrection, and your hearts shall re- 
joice ; and afterwards, though I am absent fiorn 
you ill the body, yet I wiil fill yon with sMcb 
consolation by my Spirit, that no one shall, by 
any means wiiatever, deprive you oj your joy, 
which shall sweetly mingle itself even with yoin 
beat lest affiictions.'* 


'■ > f 1 A 'ill 'xerji and lament, &c. ] Wbat- 
cviT 'inmcil.aie lefLi nee this may ha>e 
Lu the biOiiu i3uf tii^apoatlcii, imincdnie- 
ly on the ileath uf Christ, btfoic hn> re- 
^arroition, I qiusiion not but itini'liiU<8 
dll ill) ir sjbDi'qucat atV.iction in ihe days 
uf l.istinc:, whfn thebrid' groom w.ib taken 
awa\ li'im tlu*m, ai it is elsewlitre ex- 
pre- id Ml a parallel pbrase, (Mat. IX. 15.) 


which must esnYc-" much more than ibe 
ab-tinenre '■! llic on.' day In* lay in tin 
graie, siippuBirg (nhioh tsviry possibb < 
the} bad then b it liUle I'^lish to ihcir 
food. See \ 111 I. p '»yi 
i \u nnt‘ ikiil' dchrtie yon ot you. i )i) ] 
As this pi. muse wiH be for e\tr aci 'H iu 
plistud to all i hiisr'b iaitlifnl sen a so 
It IS obs'’nal.lc h.iW the apustlc Pan’, n. 



4651 Whatever they ask in his name, the Father will give it, 

»«CT, And in that day, when I hare sent the Com- 25 And inthatda> 
^J^fortcr, youshaUhoi ii^uireanythi^ »/».«,• nor S 

be puzzled with much greater difficulties than i say unto you, 
-Xvr 23 those which 1 have been explaining; but Divine Whatsoever ye shat; 
illuminations shall be poured in upon you in ®«^‘thej?aUierinmy 
the richest abundance, and with it the spirit of yj”*' * 

earriest and successful prayer; for verily, verily, 

I say mto you, and repeat the important assur- 
ance which I before gave you, (chap. xiv. 13, 

14, and xv. 16.) That whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my name, he will give [iV] you. 

2 Hitherto ye have not been used to regard me 24 Hitherto have 
under the character of a Mediator between God y® “name ° asic" lid 
anti man, and therefore have asked nothing in ^elhailTrecenl, that 
mynayne; but then, having received a fuller your joy may be full, 
revelation of the doctrine of my interces- 
sion, you ms^ come with a cheerful boldness to 
the throne of grace, and freely ask whatever 
shall b»» necessary for you ; and depend upon it 
you shall receive such a liberal' supply, that in 
the midst of all your temporal discouragements, 
your joy in (jod may still be^ maintained in its 
full height. 

23 These weighty and important things I have si ihcsf* tinn!; 
often spoken to you inibe obsentitj o\ parables, 

...f ^ jji .. you m proverbb. the 

which have appeared dark and mysterious to i,n,e someth ni»co i 
you ; but the hour or time is coming when I will shall no more speak 
speak no more to you in parables or dark sayings, nnto youmprovcibs, 
but I will tell you what relates to the Father with of vbcFaUier! 

*6 all openness and plainness of speech. In that 213 At that day ye 



for the success of your petitions; emd I do not 
merel y say to you, that I will ask the Father on 
your account, and plead with him for the accep- 
tance of your prayers, though yon may assure 


Itif more abundant afflictienfe, attests bit 
Experience of it> truth, when tiQ eaya, Aa 
sorrowful, jet always lyjoiciug, (2 Cor, 
M 10.) and mentions his share in tee joy 
of Christians aa a must important and sa*' 
cred oath. (1 Cor. xv. 31.) 

• Vou shall H'lt \nquirt! anp ihiSf; qf we.] 
We render it aik; but I thought it proper 
to make suine distinction belneen ffwiam, 
which properly signftles lo make an in* 
qumu and ai7iu/, which ib tv pte^rnta /a- 
St»e Dr. CaJaHiy on lh«; Trinity, 


p. 154. Yet I confesb the former is some- 
times used almost m the same sense with 
the mter; (see Mat i^vi. 1 ,) and the word 
scenib to ha% e the same ambiguity with 
demand la FiDghsb. — The argument some 
have iliAV*l from hence against praying 
tu Chrisr,, on the preceding criticKsm, has 
DO appcaraiicoof weight; and did 
signify to pray, would prove, fif it pro\ - 
cd any thing) that Paul lived, and Ste- 
phen died, in a lery unwarrantable, and 
perhaps an idolatrups, practice. 



He came from the Father^ and is Muming to him. 468 

27 For the Father yourselves that I shall always be ready to do it j sect. 

* •^fescnt it not to jou i,. suoh a view, 

«ii m-*, and haie be- n every favour were obiauiert, and as it were ex- 
t' ^ed that I came tortcd, merely by my importunity, trom one whox\ i. 27 
but irum God. himself no regard for your happiness ; /or, 

on the contrary, I assure you, that the Faihet 
himself most tenderly hves yeu^ anrl therefore 
will be ready to grant your requests, and to 
watch over you with paternal alTectioii and care; 
because you have loved we, and have believed that 
I came out from God^ as the messenger of his ^ 
grace to men ; and have accordingly relied up- 
on me with such sted fastness, (hat you have 
ca I came firth ventured your all u|>on that belief. And you2S 
from the Fattier and therein acted a very prudent and happy 

v.iiid 3s-aiii,i!cave P^rt; for 1 indeed came out from the Fathp', 
the «.iiid, and go to and am come into the world to scatter a divine 
the I aiher. jq cooduct men into the paths 

of life and peace: and anain^ having dis- 
patched my errand, the world , and 

am going back tc the Father; where 1 shall keep 
my stated abode, and whether I will shortly con- 
duct you to a more glorious kingdom than you 
c\CT expected here. This is the sum of what 
I have been telling you, and was particularly 
my meamng in what J said before, (ver. 16,) 

Yet a little while, and ye shall sec me again, 

** because 1 go to the Father ” 

2) }iis disciples And his disciples, struck with the correspon-2^ 

“pt’k« ’u.o'S ‘® '**!« wai.S'ecretlv pass- 

pl.'iiiliy, andspeakest mg in their own minds, said to him^ Lord, Bc- 
no provtrb. hold, nm thou speakest very plainly to us, and 

usest no parable, or obscure formol expression; 
so that we clearly umierstaiid thy moaning, and 
50 Now are rejoice 111 it. And 7iim we know by tins far- 30 
?ure tbat thou know- ther tokcp, cvei) thy discerning our inmost 
m-U-st nnt'that any thou hiovcest nil things, 

man should a^k thee and hast 7io need that any one should ask thee any 
by this we believe particular questioiK, to inform tliee of those ■ 
forth fIJm iliou seest when first rising in 

the mind: on this account therefore, firmly 
believe that thou earnest out Jroni God. 

31 JcsuR answered Je'^us answered them, Do you now at length be- 3 1 

behelc ”*** ^ ^ apprehend your faith to be so 

* ‘ firm, that nothing' shall be ab!e any more to 

shake it^ Let me advise }ou not to be too con- 
fident; for I assure you, that in a very little 



' .4lS4 tiis disdpks wiU kave him^ btU the Father is with him. 


WT, time you wiU Ue fomui to act, as if you had oot 
5>*scyiH.any faitjhioine: pray therefore, that God would 
y®** those trials of which 1 have 

xw. 52 warBed you once and again. ¥<x beheld, the 
hour is cQmui^, yea, is so near at hand, that 1 
may even say, it ts now cemef that you shall all 
he scattered and dispersed, and everyone of you 
return to your own habitations and employments, 
or otherwise shift for yourselves as well as you 
can^ and to consult your own security, you shall 
flee away and kave me alone; but yet Jam not, 
properly speakings aloiu,/or the Father is with 
^ me, anil he will comfort^ su|:>))ort me, in the 
absence of all human friends. 

33 These things have I ^oken thus largely toyouy 
that whatever difficulties may arise in hfe, bav- 
" mg been thus warned, sod furnished with such 
consolations. as these,. 4 pu might have lasting 
peace and serenity of by the exercise of your 
faith in me. In the world iadeedyoii shall have, 
and must expect affiictim;hU be qptirageotis and 
cheerful in your combat, for /^ao«; myself over- 
.emit the world; and, being possessed of a power 
infinitely superior to it, 1 will make you par- 
takers in my victory over all its terrors and it:» 
' suares. 


32 Behold, U^e 
hdur Cometb yea/is 
now come, that yt. 
shall be scattered, 
every man to h:s 
own, and shall leave 
me alone and jet T 
am not alone, be- 
eanse the Father is 
wiih me. 


03 'Flit sc things 
1 have spoken nnlo 
yon, that Hi me ye 
might hax'e peace. 
In the w»>rld ye shall 
bavctribulaliou Imt 
be of good chccj, I 
have overcome the 
noild 


Verts 


IMPROVEMENT. 

» “ Wx are, perhaps, often regretting the abh^'iice of Christ, aiid 
looking back with emulation on the happier lot of those whc.^ 
converfeodVith him on earth in the days of his flesh; but if ue 
are true believers in an unseen Jesus, it is but a little while and 
we shall also see him ; for be is gone to th^ Father, and will s;> 
successfully negpeiate our affairs there, that wliatcvci our pre- 
sent diflicu hies and sorrows are, they shall end more happily 
• Ubau those of a woman, who after all the pangs and throes of 
her /adoMP, 'through the merciftd iitterposition of Divine I’roti- 
d^nce, is made tlw jayful mother of a living child, 

20 In the mean timjB, \ve have surely no reason to envy the world 
its joys and triumphs: alasy its season of weeping will quickly 
coine! But fjwr lamentations are soon to be turned into ^on^s of 
22praisc, ,and our hearts to be filled with ^bat solid, sacred, and 
;^ |^culiarjiaj^, which, being the gift ^Mhrist, can neva- be tak- 
"qim'ay. ' ' 

2^ ' Wule we are in this state of distance and darkness, lot us re- 
joice that we haveua'f'6\y to the tfirone of grace, through the pre- 
vailujg namevf Christ. Let us come thither with holy courage 



*■ ' * ^ ^ * i ^ 

RejMwm^ ^a^ h&f>^^ Ghmt 4 ^ 

and confidence, and rrJA: that we may r^ceiot; and so our yay sect. 
may be Jull. With 'w^hat pleasure maj' w^ daily renew our vi» 
sits ro that throne, before which Jesils stands as an intercessor 
t^ that throne which w possessed by the Father, who him^2Q,21^ 
self loxreth us, and answers with readiness and delight those pe- 
fitio7ts which are thus recommended! May our fat th in Christ, — 27 
and our love to him, be still on the increasing hand; and our 
siippikations will be mtirc and more sktcebtable to Iiim, whose 
loving Hind ness is hetfer than life I (Psal. Ixiii. 3.) 

Surely wc shall be freqitfently revicjwing those gracious dis^ 
courses which Christ has betjneatbed ns as an invaluable legacy. 33 — 
May they dwell with as in lilt our soHttjde, and comfOFlft us in 
every distress I We shaft have no re^nn to wonder '1f human ^32 
Irieiulsliip bo sometimes false, and atviiay« precarious; the discu 
pies of Christ were scattered m the day” of his extremity,* Tind 
left him alone, when they werh undet the highest obligations to 
have acllicred to him with the most inviolable fidelity. May we 
hut bo able like him to s^”, that our Father is with us; and that 
delightful converse with God, which we may* enjoy in our most 
i^nlitary iriomonts, will be a thousand times more than an equi-33 
\ aloiil for whatsoever we lose in the creatures. In the world wc 
must indeed have tribulation ; and he that has appointed it for 
Us, knows that it is fit we should; but since / avi/j, the Captain 
of uur sahafum, who was tfrade pnfect through ^sufferings, has 
ovc)*comc the tcarld, and disarmed it; Jet tis seek thatjoeffct' 
uiiich ho has established, and press on with a cheerful assur* 
a nee, ihat the least of his followers shall share in the lionours and 
benclits of hu victory, 

SECT. CLXXIX. 

Christ if firs up d solemri player to th^ Father, that he himsclj 
viighf be glotffied, and that those who were, given him might 
be kipf through his name. Johu*XVJl. 1 — 12. 

TOHsXVII. 1. JOHN XVII. 1. 

n V. R K iK.iii-. Eurd Jesus spake thae words which arc sect. 

s.ii.vki* lesusj and recorded in the preceding chapters, 

‘'in. .Ii" io 'heawn, and poured'*;^ 

iathn, tiw hour is out a'liiosl ufrectioiiate aiKi important prayer toxyji. j 
his Father; an excellent model of his interces* 
sion in h^paven, afirl’a most comfortable and edt- 
fying^^drcseniation of hj\ten>;oer both towards 
God a^d Ills people. And, that it might more 
effectually answer these gi eat ends, lie uitercil 
ii wuh an audible voice, and said, O my liea- 
venlv rather, Z/itr ufjpninted .iiviF cvprried hom 
' II 


^'ii Ii 



Christ praifs to the Father that he may be glorified. 




is awic jn which lam to enter on my sufferings, 
aiifl to complete the Work for which I camo in- 
to tlic world ; and therefore 1 pray, tliat thou 
X\ ] ri woul(j(;st^/.»7'^y me, Ouj Son, in those sic^nal ap- 
pearances for my honoiiraiid support in death, 
, irt my recovery from the grave, and mine as- 
cension into heaven which thou hast promised 
to me, and winch I know t^jiat thou wilt punctu- 
;i!ly fulfil;" that thy So)i alsny in the whole sc- 
ries of his conduct, both in this w¥>rld, and in 
that to winch he is now returning, wajt siiccess- 
iiilty ^hrify thee, and accomplish the purposes 
L'of thy saving love; According as thou^hast, by 
the engagements of thy covenant, given him 
that power over all Jlesh, that absolute domi- 
irioii over all the human race, which he will 
ore long receive and exert; that he may give 
eternal life to all that thou hast ^iven him b}' 
:i that covfMiant to be redeemed and saved. .And 
this IS the sure way to that eternal lifc,^ even 
that they may know thee, who art the only liv- 
ing and true God, in opposition to the idols 
tliey have ignorantly w'orshipped; and may 
know also and believe in Jmus Christ, whom 
thou ha^t sent into the world as the only Sa- 
viour: and to this therefore thou w'ilt bring 
them, and wilt make use of w'hat I have already 
iione, and shall yet farther do, as the mpans of 
’.iEifFfictiiig It. • ' 

4 1 l is with unutterable pleasure th^t I now re- 
flect upon It, O my Fatiior and my God, jhat / 
have emiiuMiily glorified thee on eavtfi during 
the whole of my abode here; that Tfiave been 
faithful to the trust that ^was reposed in me, 
111 tdl that 1 have saief and done through the 
course of my ministry: and greatly do I rejoice, 
liia^ I have now gone so far, as to be just upon 


come; glorify Ihy 
Son, tliaf thy Sou 
aUo inayglorUythue. 


2 As thon ha^t 
given Jiim })o'vero\cr 
•'ll! llcsh, that he 
should gi\c eleriial 
life to as niaiiy 
thou hast him 


3 And tills <; litV 
eti-rnal, that they 
migh' know thi^'tlic 
tine fhdi, ami 
Jchiis t hri'st, whom 
thuu liJbt bClit 


4 1 hart irlitrifitd 
thee on the earth I 


*^krifii thj iSliu.J All IM circumstan- 
ces of gii.)ry iiUeiidin;; ttre su^togs of 
Christ j as, the appearance, of the, angel 
t'vhim in the garrlen, hN btrik^;|g ttoan 
to the gropivl thobC that cafne. 
hond him, his cnvingtite eaTjof Msicbus, 
his good ounfessioD before Pilate, his ex- 
tonmg fiom that unjust judge a testi- 
mony of his mnoociico, the dream of 
Pilate’s wife, theconvei--ion of the peni- 
tent robber tho astonishing cotistellatiou 
of 1 irtues and graei-s which shone so 
bright 111 Clirisl's dving behaviour, the 
Sdpci natural d.iikncNy, and all the other' 


prodigies that atU'uded his death ; as uell 
as his 'teSurjrection, aijd ascension, and 
exutmtion at Ood's right hand, and the 
mis^Vlofthe Holy Spirit, and the conse- 
quent '^pcgss of till* gospel ; aie all to be 
, looke^'^iPQft.as an answer to this prayer. 

^ Tmif 'ttcinallife.] Christ might 
sertthis’i^use (thoiigli neither a petition, 
plea, noraiiy other part of prayer.) on 
purpose to remind his.'ipostltN of the irii 
porlniice of then ufftce , as they wen. 
sent to spread that knowledge uhich he 
berfe calls eternal life, h'’t auso the c»<;r 
nal happiiKSs ol meu (Itpi-n ls iit>ui< 



;V'; 




Jle had faithfully inslnicted those that "were given him : 

bate fiiiishfd the the point of having hv myfjufierings and scciv ' 

iTio ' death, the important awX’te’AiVA thou gainst 
. j Andiio’v, QFa - ^tiid HOW therefore, 0 mv heavenly 
•tiiPi, glorify thou rue, Father^ do tkou glorify me Ttifk thine own self, t 

:s "fh i m m the. b.. ■ 

I had ttiiii thoo hv^Jore the loorld lous cri‘ated,‘^ and which for the 
tbic u»' woiid was. salvatioii of thy people I have for a while laid 
aside, that I might clothe iiiysclf in this hum- 
ble form. . 

6 1 haM fn.'mifost- / havt manifested thy mine, and revealed the 6 
111 mn, "r’h .C “*■ ‘hy P“wer grace, to the mffi whom 
me mil oi the thou gavcst me miVof the world: thefmre ongi- 
Hoiid tiiine tlic> nally thin^j the creatures of thine fiand, and 
and f*'® ’’“PPy of thy sovcreiL;n choice;"' and 

ihey have ktpt ihy in coiiscqucnce of thy gracious purposes thou 
""id gavesi them to me, that they might bo instructed 

and sanctified, and formed for the kingdom pre- 
pared for them from the foiinilation of the world : 
and such accordingly has been the influence of 
my doctrine on tlieir hearts, that they have rea- 
dily embraced it, and hitlurto havi* resolutely 
liCpt mid retained thy award and g(»pel. And, 7 
, \<iH »>><’] >'3' appearance I have 
sviuiMH-Mi tium h.<>t niadc loan eye of sense, that laith has owned 
.'iv<i. Ill, aiv'dfiino. nii« tlu’ough thiii ticiik cloud . and even, 7wze», in 
this my huinhle state, they have perceived and 
blown that all things whatsoever which 1 have 
said and done, and all the credentials which thou, 
hast in fact given me, and wliicli sO many over- 
look, in^ed of thee; and that I am truly 
what ]^. profeS myself to he, a Diviiu* MesScUi- 
gei lollie chddixm of men, aiul the Saviour that 
s was ])romised to come into llui world. I'hisS 
s i.ir I have given plainly app'cars to be thoir firm pcrsiiaMOir,ym’ 

^'hich thou gavisf to me, I hu^e given 
/'ind thi'>” lilvu to them, 1 have revealed already much of my 
> gospel to them, and begun to tlcposu it in their 
hands j and in the midst of great. discouragement 
and oppoaiiion, gi\^jl»g attention to the woids I 


' Tin' fih'i'd ’uihick I hou with ihct' lit flit {‘ 
the uoiMuttf. J To suppo".!', ttithC Uuj Soi i- 
ui.iip, th.7t th h U'toi"? only: lb tlwt gl'ny 
whuhOirtl mtui'ilMl for Uiiitt,rr< hi", do- 
PH'ts, (,i, V, th Mr. Flc'i'iirvff, tl .il it rr- 
oi (lui.lv, It) liiib lu'iii'/ ,/rMtrf 
r. th ftie shtltiriahj iv i if” lo *'11)1. .Jnil liyo- 
ti icr t'li" ii'i si* t.ir sho.t m 1 If-, gciuwii" 
• >■'.1,1, , yLt.' Fl. ni i, . ( liii lol g, , 
V"' J! ’’ “ nnei V> huh ip 


x.rir oiigiiially' Miiif.] Theic 
ban surely be no rea^K.it to luiaguie from 
the sacred story, that the apostles wore 
chosen Wlheii gie,ar office on ucotiunt'il 
any extraoiriiiiciiy ilogrffs of . piety and 
^iitue, prtvioii-. bj fii.’ii bAing eallod^lo 
folhkvv Cl list. So tli.it [ can bco no na- 
tur.il sense oi these noids but what I 
lave Cvpiessed lullit yaiaplij-Usi;. Cum- 
naif* J i|ia \\ ir>j p.ic« ijO. 



46 ^ And fn'tvis Ihc Father to keep them through kk own name. 

> spake, they have rgeekeed [them] with faiili and Tpcpived them, anA 
.i«sSi»t»x.lovf, and made it manifest by their embracing J."me"uHro»i 
'^'**^^and adliering to my doctrine, that they Awe the'r, ami th<*y haver 
irvn"« known in truth the divinity ol my mission, so believed that thou' 
as to be fully satisfied in their own minds that 
I came out from thee with a commission to re- 
. . veftl thy will, (compare John xvi; 27, 30;) ayid 
while 1 have been rejected by an ungrateful 
world, they have regarded me as tb^true Mes- 
siah, and have shewn they have believed that thou 
didst indeed send me on the groat errand of their 
salvation! ' / therefore -pray for them , who have 9 i pray t.r tiicm . 
atlcmted me as iny apostfes, an<l for all th<Mc 
who are, or sliall be, bmnght to the same faith which thou hast given 
and the same tetnptT, tfiat thou wouldost sup- tor they are 
[Sort tliem under every trial, and woiildest re- 
gard them in a pecuhar manner as the objects 
of thy care ; I pray not thus for the unbelieving 
mrldi but for those whom, thou hast graciously 
given me ; and I am confident that my prayer 
for them shall not lie in vain ; for they arc not 
10 only mine, but thine too^., chosen by ihy grace, 
and devoted to thy service. Jud indeed all it) mine 

7nine interests, and’ mv people are thine, and 
(htne are also mine ; ana wlule tnv Glory, is ad- gioiirini m them 
vanced by their cslablisbinenr, I likewiw am, 
and finally shall be, glorified in them: so near 
intimate is our relation to each other; so 
sincere and active thy paternal affection to me, 

O my heavenly Father, and myj|phal duty to 
thee. 

11 And vow I am to continue 7i{) longer in the n Ami mm i .im 
world ; but these my faitliful servants are vet in [)<'^'jrc inthc wmid. 
the world, and some of them are to remain a j 

consideralile time in it, exposed to various thcc Holy Father, 
havdsjiips and daggers- vvhci^eas /, (delightful 
thou^t !) shall soon have done with this weary 
wiklcrtless, and am coming to thee, who art the 
center of my ^oul, and the su|!>renie object of my 
compkccncy and desire.'^ ijifet whi)„ am se- 
parated from these u‘iy servant^ so oV*ar to thee 
and to me, vouchsafe, 0 holy Father, %Q.‘keep 

• And Tam romi/igJo It is ve*y to be a ahoit n-flection on that dear sub- 

plain, that thi’s clause could not he m- (cct, so familiar to Ins mind, with which 
tended as an additional aigumentlAi iniro- be for a moment rcfic^hed himself in the 
dnee the following petition ; fur Christ'^ cour'-e of this luimbit and pathetic ad- 
eoniinjr to the Father was the great so- dress. 'Ihi^ I have endravonrod to re- 
bis people but it ^ceiiis rather prcsi'Ht in tii*’ pariplirnse 



None of them was lost, but the son (f ^-perdition. 

leep through ihine thcst wkom tkou kust tbvself given me, and let sbct. , 
X'.« "Xb to ^ preserved tkrougk liy name; let tiieni cixxk. 
<;ncnme, that they be kept 111 .safety by thy mighty power, and 
•maybe oue, a# we established in the faith by a. constant regard , 

thee, and a sense of thy presence impressed on* 
their hearts; that they may still continue united 
to us, and to each other, in cordial aftection, 

12 While i was and may be ohe, enen as we [are] one. Do 1 2 
«rw Tuprthm not. P gfneious Father, forget thcbe my friends, 
mthy ridiiu*, those m whosecause I have' SO alFcctionatcly engaged; 
that thou gaAest me for thou ait ivitness, that whtle 1 was with them 
1 h,i\r' Upt, and world, J kept them in ilm nflme,itn(\ 

hut the son of poKii- ihrough tlic influences ot thy grace / 

tioii; that the seiip. guarded them whmn thou gavest me with a most 
tare might be idUiiied. eonstaiu care, and none of them is lost, tiyiless it 
be counted as a kind of exception, that the sofi 
of perdition perishes by his iniquity;^ that 
UTctclicd creature, who in a lower sense was in- 
deed given to me, but never, like the rest, was 
taken under my special care; but is left to fall 
into deserved ruin,* that the scripture might 

> ( tl hi fhn ml of periitfwn.'\ I nm preceding, it is plain that n p; is not 
-'irj)ii-od Ilia' so irwny very ItMincd di- used strictly as an axceptivn partidc, 

« Dies .imoijgst the rest, €i on llriliop and that if it has any thing like that 
ItiTiiot himself, (whom 1 cannot uiont'ou force, it is only to intimate that what it 
but with the gro.itest honour,) should so introducpo may, in .a Ic^-s proper sense, 
imuidl V 'infer from these won^s, that Uie be reduced to the number of things mon- 
gi\in;; to C'luist, in the ^rttceding clan- tionod before it. And this 1 take to he 
s«-s, iMnnot iinpiy an I'lcctfoa to gloiv^ i»s precise sense in this text, for which 
since It IS here iiitnnated, that Judas, reason I I'ender it [nnleis a li(\ thOQ^ 
who pPMsiied, was viven as well as the iii some ot the former instances it has 
rest. (N;c Kurnct ou the Articles, Int),) not so much siguitication a.; that , hut is 
Till’ ohu'ction to a mere English reader used with as gi-eat a lihcity, as 
might appear iinanaweiablej; but those by JMiltoii, when he says uf Satau, 
so i-oineisant ui the nuginal might ea- 
sily ha\e observed, that if this text will God and his Son cue/ii, 

prove that Judas was in th^ number of Cieattd Hung nought valued he nor 
those given to Christ, in the same man- shuiiu’d. 

nor Luke iv. 26, 27, will prove, dnectly 

roiitrary to plain fact and the whole te- llius likewise txv p.r\ is used, Gal ii. In, 

nor of the argument, that the woman of John v. 19 , x\. 1 The words before 

Sarepta was a widow in Israel, and Naa- ns might indeed ittcr to the apostles, 
man the Syrian a leper m I-rael too; (compare John win. 9 , sect, clxxxiil ) 

John 111 . 13, that Christ ascended into but Ido not sef anv necessity of confm- 
heaven before he bi-gan his ininnliy, ing them to thlIst’^ care foi their pre- 
Re v. IX. 4>. that the men who had not the servnflon, for the reason givun hbovc 
‘"•al of God in their foieheads, weiooi- fi Is left to fill into dcscived rum ) 
ihei grass or trees, and xxi. 27, '’Tliei'mt (jf/ie/rfd/o/i signifies one who t/t- 
that there are some of the i^ost uhon^m- servediy perishes as « sofi of deathy (2 S.im 
able ot maiiki'id whose names aie writ- xil. 5.) chi'dnn nf helf, (Mat. xxiii. } 
ten m tin book of lilo See also Mat. and rAi/diew o/'t/w/A, (I ph. ii. 3 ) iigiiily 
V. J3, \ii -i, Moi Ml .');2(or. XI. peivms /«4/(y oA'.uwi)i(i /a (I'm'A Al/^ and 
1.7. In dll which places, uj well js the vm/A 



^ r 

470 Beftectimis on Christ's prai/er to the Father. 

* ; te fulfilled j which foretold it as the dreadful 
' V, ' consequence of his treachery. (See P^al. cix. 

8, & aeq. compared witli Acts i. 20.) 

IMPROVEMENT. 

With pleasure let us behold our gracious Redeemer in tiny 

Ver. i.posture-of humble adoration; lifting up his ei/es to Ood with 
solemn devotion, and pouring out his pious and bcnt*\()lent Spi- 
rit in those Divine breathings which are here recoided. Krom 
his example, let us learn to praij ; amd from his intercession, to 
hope. We know that the Father heareth him always, (.lohn w. 
42.) and singularly did he manifest that he heard him no’*v, by 
all that bfight asseinblRge of glories which shone around him in 
the concluding scenes of his abode ou earth, and in tliose that 
attended his removal from it: and in all this too did the blessed 
Jesus manifest his 7('a! for tlie gloyy of the Father. May we 
emulate that holy terrqier ! and when we pray even for our own 
consummate happivess m the heavenly world, ma\ we consider 
it as ultimately centering in the honour ami service of God. 

2 Well may we be encouraged to hope for that happhicss, since 
Christ has an nmversal pou'er over all flesh, and over spirits su- 
perior to those that dwidl in flesh; vvith which he is invested on 
purpose that he may accomplish the salvation oj tho<e "a'liom the 
:3 Father has given him, even of every true l)eliev.?r We m'C* 
the certain leaj/to this life, even ihc knomUdge of (kd in Christ . 
let us bless God, tliat wt enjoy so many opportunities of obtain- 
ing it; and earnestly pray that he who' comma ndid the lii^lit to 
shine out of darkness, would by his Divine rays shine loiih on 
d&r benighted souls ; and so animate UB in his service, from the 
noblest principles of gratitude and love, that W'O may he able to 
say, even m our dying moments, with somewhat of the s.ime 
4 Spirit which our Lord expressed, L'ath&^i we have glorified thee 
on earth, and finished the work whith thou gavest us to do; 
1 1 and therefore, being no more in, the xvorld, we come unto thee. 
Then may we hope, in our humble degree^ to partake of tluit 
glory to which lie is ivturned, and to sit down with him on his 
victorious throne. 

7 ^ 111 the mean time, may our fai'h see, and our zeal confess, 

Christ! May we ackrlOwledge his Divine authority, as having 
eomc out fom the Father ! May we be united in love to him, 
and to eacii other; and hc?Xc/7/ by that Divine word which is 
1 2the security of his people, that shall ho lostt l.et 

the son tf perdition , who perished even from among ilie apostles, 
reach rs an biirnhh* j''idoiuy over our owft hearts, whatevci ex- 
lerrial privilege^ we enjoy; and engage us to niauiMiu a conti- 
nunl regard who is able to heap u' Ji’ion J iiliHi,, and to 

present usJauJiUss btfon the tv of his gloiy W'i'i exceed- 
ms joif t { jiidc v^'i. 2J.'; 



Christ prw/s that his apostles mqyjK kept from evil: 

SECT. CLXXX. 

ffur Lord concludes his prater, recomntendins; his apostle:^, and 
succeeding Christians tn evei'y f uture age, to thcjavouvable re- 
gards oj his Father, and praying for their union on earth and 
glory in heaven, John XV 11. 13, to the end. 

JOHN XVII. 13. JOHM XVII. 13. , 

^ND no^ come I QUR Lord proceeded in that excellent address sect 
to thee, ami thes • to God, which hc hail hcgun in the former clxxx. 

IS ' ttwf "ihey section, in such words as these: Jndnou, O my 
iniuhthave my jov heavciily Father, I cofne itnlo thee with iiimtter-xMM.s 
lehfir*^ pleasure; a/iii of this praytn- 

I speak thus openly in'the hearin** of my disci- 
j>les, wliile as yetal am with them m the world, 
that they who now hear me, and those; too for 
whose benefit it may be afterwards recorded, 
may have my joy, even that holy consolation of 
winch I am the author and support, ahuudantly 
I V r them. And it indeed becomes me t !■ 

ilH 'orid hjthiia'imi solicitous for their comfort andjiap- 

iht tccaiihc tiify piness: for I have given them thy word, which 
lot ot the world, they have faithfully received: and in conse- 
Ihc'^voiid.*"” quence of this, though they are indeed the great- 
est friends and benefactors of mankind, yi t the 
world ^s nngratelully hated theifi, and will be 
sure to persecute them with the utmost violence, 
because they are mt of the same spirit with the , 
world, even as I myself, in'wbose cause they are 
engaged, not of the ccorld, so as to conform 
i ) I piav no! that to'it in piy temper and conduct. Since llierc- 1 
thou biioiiidst take g^i-g ^[jcy stand thus cxposcd to lia- 

ImuharihJSw^^^ ired, injury, and oppr^sion, I inostadcctimiate- 
keep tiifin from the ly bear them on iny heart before thee, O my 
heavenly f ather I yet I do mt pray that tlum 
shouldst take them imined lately out of the world, 
bad as it is; since I know the ])inpuse5 of tJiy 
glory, and their ow'U improvement and usefuL 
ness, will require their longer contimiHnee in it, 
but I. pray that ihcniu^ouldst preserve them from 
being either corrupte^l or overwladmed by the 
evil which perpetually surrounds theih, and tliat 
the abbtlety and malice' of the evil one may ne- 
T'>'’v .src not vei dVerpower them. For I well knov\, that It 
they will meet with many trials vtbuh will bear 
liaid upon tlicm; because (as I liave said) tJsey 
are not of a temper suited to the common sen- 



Jnd that theij might Im tmctified thrimgh the truth. 


tirncnts aiid worUt evmas li 

ci^xx. tlifir Lord and Mawter, oie- not of the world. 

To arm theni therefore agaitist so formidable 
attack, and to maintain at^ cultivate this holy 
temper in them, I would entreat thee to com- 


of the world, evenao 
larnootofthcworld. 

17 Sanctify them 
tbroiish thy truth ^ 
thy Mord is truth *, 


piete the work that is so happily begun, and to 
sanctify them more and more through thy 
truth, ^ and as thy wordy and gospel which they 
are lo preach is the great s}-steni of sanctifying 
truth, whereby real holiness is ta be for ever 
promoted, may these tfey servants fed more 
and more of its vital eth^r^y on their own souls, 
to (jualify them for the offieeof dispensing it to 
18 others. Y ox as thou i^ie into the world is Ab thou lu.t 

to be the messenger of thkfgrace, I also have 
sent them into the world on the same errand, to f aisVbentuim/m'Ji 
publish and proclaim what they have learnt of the world. 
ll>me. Ami it is in some nieasin*e/jr their sakes, ly Ami for then 
as well as for the salvation of all my people, that 
7 now sanctify nujsetf, or set myself apart as an “Jght be sSnlni 
offering lioly to thee ; that they alsoy taught by through the iniMi. 
my example, anil animated by my dying love, 
wflj/ be truly sanctified through the truth, and 
. completely fitted for their important office. 

'20 And in presenlmg these pgWtions for them, coNeiiiMr pmy i 
I am not chiefly infliienml ny tllie personal at- [^’’ tjesc dione hni 
tachmeut ox private friendship, hut I consider Relieve on me 
them under their public charaeter; nor do 1 pray throngu thc-r wma 
for these my apostles qlone, or offer mysel^l^re- 
ly for them; but for them also whoshaU-imire* 

■after believe on me through their word, lii^etbcrit 
he picached or written j even for those^who aVe 
yet uiihorn, and on whom the end^ of the 
Jl world shall come: That, being animated by That they aii 
the same spirit, aiuhnspired With tl)c same love, an in me, 

they all maybe truly ant* intimately one, asthou, ami i m thee, unr 
Father, [art] in we, and I in thee, that they aU tiicy aKo may ho om* 
io may in friendship and happiness be one in us, * 


^ '^anttily Ihurn Ihiou^J' ihy trvthJ] I sec 
no leabon lo cnacliide, with Mr. 4 ) 1 X 3 ^% 
lhat IV T(i i'nii‘'t be put for 

lh.it Is, fn the sen re of the%o> 
pel. Thii uhj l.idfrd the remote end which 
oitr I ord had in \ lew j hut the more im- 
inniiatci w is, that tht ir oati sontf mi^h* 
•'i; tnn f( I'l'td ai.d o' 1 I • '1 hv 11.- '' • 


signifies in gener.il, to set ajmri In 
any appiopnate hso . and is used with 
pcruliatr* propriety with reference lo a wi- 
cnfie'. wh|cb seems tn he the sinse in 
which Ohf lord applies it to himsell in 
YC^, 19. f^mpare lived vi 1 win 
I., 'and Lev. wn 



He pr^s that all belietemmig^ be <me m them : 


lu lu: tb4ttbe world 
jnay believe tbat 
thou hast bent me. 


29 AuJ the glory 
which thou gav cst 
me, 1 have gi\en 
theoi : tlut they may 
be one, even as wc 
aie one . 


' 2 U I tn them, and 
thou 111 me, that they 
in.iy be made pcrfi;ct 
111 (tnc, and that the 
ivoildinay know that 
thou lia't sent me, 
and hast loved them, 
IS thou h.i!>t loved 

‘idL’. 


‘,’4 rjthci. f will 


united to us ^nd to ‘otheri and deriving s?c!r« 
frdm us the richest pppliea of IKvine consola- ctxxy*; 
tion; thiJ so tM worlds seeing their benevo- 
Jence, and charity, aud holy }oy,mayMiev€ 
thou hast sent me, and that a religion produc- 
tive of such amiable fruits is indeed of Divine 
original. •» And the gioty tehich, by the cove- 22 
nam of redemption, Choii^avest unto me, I h0,ve, 
as authorized by thee, given unto timn, by my 
faithful and invariable promise, as the great 
encouragement of their faith and hope ; Ma/ 
they may all be oiie^ evep as we ave one ^ and, in 
consequeuca of aucli a blessed union, unay dwell 
together with and\Mrith each other, in eter- 
nal felicity : Thus therefore may it ever be, 1 23 
dwelling lu thou in me;, that they, 
who now enjoy the first begiunings of this hap- 
py state;, may at length be made completely 
perject in one, and be united in the most cordial 
love, without any jarring adcction, or the least 
mixture of sorrow and complaint; that so the 
clearest demonstration may be given of the efH- 
cacy of thy grace, and that the world by this 
vnuixns may know that than hast sent me, while 
they perceive them under ray forming cave to 
become visibly and justly the favourites of hea- 
ven; and It may * thus be manifest to all that 
thou hast loved them, as thou hast loved vie, and 
has extended this mercy to them for ray 
But no improvements, eitlier in haline&S2i- 
or comfort, in this world, can completely 
answer the purposes of my love, and the 
promises of my grace to them; and there- 
fore, O my Father, permit me to say, that / 
will, that IS, 1 iraportunarely ask it,, an<l, in 
consequence of the mutual transactions bc- 
tyv'cen us, I am bold to claim it as matter ol 


** Ihat ihf ttMitld muij l/elievv that thm 
IimI sent me.\ ThispUinly iutimarw, tl.at 
disseiibions Himong Cliri&t'aii- 'vyiild not 
only he mn’omfoitaldf lo ihcmS^ves hut 
would b«a iMC-fin!. of bringing the Inith 
and ex<-( lliMiot' of the Clii'fitiau religion 
mto ijiiehtioii and ho mint})*' a stranger 
'to what hath p.'i-^i'd, a id m laily fwu'*- 
ing, Ml tlx Will'd. cit sec what 

fatal ail\anl<igi t!i icti to mil 

delft lo niisrLpu calaiiiity, 

11)01 than ty 10 Tid i. as i blcsbiug to 


mankind. May we be so wise as to take 
the warning before w c are quite destroy- 
ed one ul ani tlier ' (fi'al. la.) 

. A 7’//t utorg uhick pm ^qvest me I hnv’ 
gl’ciiw Ihi’mf &c,J A*> It was plainly in hi? 
Fathers name, and by the autlKirjty <d 
hi!» eoinmibsion, that Christ had gneft 
thcm.pns promise, which with a livt 
faith they had aficctionately embraced, 
so thii. was oni of th'* stiongesr argu- 
nients. tlial could be urged for the coui- 
plet*' aeoomphvhriicni of it. 



And that theif might be with him to behold hU glory. 

. f I 

right ikat they also uakoiit jhou hast graciously 
?nef even all thy clioseii and sanctified 
' people, may at length be with me where I am, 
that heavenly world to which I am now re- 
' moving; that they mf^y there Wo/d and con- 
template, with everlasting delightful admira- 
tion, my glory which thou hast by thy sure ap- 


tbat they also whom 
thou hast $ivcD ine» • 
be nith me where I 
am ; that they may 
behold my glory 
which thou hastgiveh 
me : for thou lov^st 
me before the foun- 
dation of the world. 


pointment’^/wf/i 7ne, and art just ready to be- 
stow ; for thou hast loved me before the founda- 
tion oj the worlds and didst then decree for me 
that mediatorial kingdom ^with which thou art 
now about to invest me, ; " 

25 And herein thou wilt not only be merciful, 
but faithful and just too, as it jfi congruous to 
those essential perfections :nf thy nature, 0 
most righteous Father ^ thus to distinguish me 
and my followers with a peculiar glory; for 
though the world has vot knetwn or acknowledg- 
ed thce^ ® yet / have known thee, and have ac- 
cordingly directed the whole of my ministra- 
tions to thy glory; and these my servants too 
have known that thou hast sent me, and will cou'- 
rageously assert it, even at the expcncc of their 

26 very lives. And I have declared thy name to 
them, and will, as I have opportunity, farther 
go on to declare [iV,] both by my word, and by 
iny spirit ; that tlicMr graces and services may 
be more eminent; that even the love with which 
tkm hast loved me may be dwelling in th§m ; 
and that I also may take up my constant resi- 
dence?'// than by my spiritual presence, when 
my bodily presence is removed, as it williquick. 
ly be. 


2SO righteous Fa- 
ther, the world hath 
not known thee , hut 
I have Irnuwn thee, 
and these have known 
that thou hast bent 


2r> And I have de- 
clared unto them thy 
name, and will dc- 
cAaiCil that t-he love 
wherewith thou hast 
loved me may be lu 
them, and 1 in them 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Ver. 1 5. indeed perpetual reason of thankfulness, that our gra- 

cious Redeemer spake time wm'ds in the world, and recalled them 
thus exactly to the memory of his belwed disciples so many years 
after, that we in the most distant ages of his church might, by 

^ My s,bry xt'fack thou hmt That wucAmt signifies though, the con- 

This may i x{^sa tlio lubtib and l)csl^<^;^|tpctiiv 0 j|;ilaiiily dqnioostrates ; and Els- 
of Christ's peisoual aippearance, the oSa-t ber produces'^ bimiy insiauct s of it : (Ob- 
ratjon paid him by thi- inhabitants of the sCrv, Vol. 1. p. 344.) To which the fol- 
upper woilil and tin adnimistrunon of lowil|(r instances fioui the s.icred writeis 
the affairs of that providential kirrgtlom', may be added, among iiiauv othcis. 
which It IS Ills lugli office to preside over. Luke xv iii. 7 , John xi\ JO j Acts vii. J , 
* 'I'howxh Ike \‘:r'd bi> nut /'ne.] and Heb. iii. 



Refieciions on Christ's prater for his people . . 47^ v 

reviewing them, have his joy fulfilled in us. Let ua with plea- sect;, 
sure recollect that those petitions which Christ offered for hisci-xsx., 
apostles f were expressly declared not to be intended /e?’ 

^lone; but so far as circumstances should agree, /or all that should ' ‘ 

'believe on him through their u'ord, and therefore for wj, if we are 
real, and not merely nominal believers. For us doth he still pray, 
not that God would immediately take us out of the world, though !•:> 
for his sake wc may b<' continually hated and injured in it, 16 
that he would keep us from the evil to which we are here expos- 
ed. jFo 7' our sakes did he also sanctify himself as a propitiation 19 
for our sms, that loe might abo be sanctified through Jthe, truth; 
for lit* himst'lj for us, that heut^fit redeetn us from dll 
intguttij, and punjy unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good wo'Ls. (Tit. li. 14) * 

May these wise and gracious pin^Qses of his love be fulfilled 
in us’ May wc be one with each other, and with him! May that 21 
piety and charity appear in the whole scries of our temper and 
bf'iiaviour, which may evidently shew the force of our religion, 
and rcllect a conspicuous honour upon the great Founder of it! 

And may all concur to train us up for that complete felicity 
ahov'*, in which all the purposes of his love centre ! It is the tie- 
claicd u'l/l of Christ, and let us never forget it, that his people 
sliouhl be with him where he is, that they may behold his glory^l^ 
iJiu'h the Father has given him. And there is apparent coii- 
grnity, as well as mercy, m thu appointmcmt : that where he is, 
th{ re aho should his servants and members be.^ The blesst^d t/n- 
geh do undoubtedly behold the gloiy ef Christ witL perpetual 
coiigratuiatioii and delight; but how much more reason shall we 
have to rejoice and triumph in it, when we consider it its ije- 
glory of one 111 our dWn nature, glo}y of our Redeemer: and. 
our Frunul, and the pledge and security of our own everlasting 
ha])j)ines.s! Let us ofteir b© lifting up the eyes of our faith to- 
vvaids It, anti let ns hreatho after heaven in tips view! in the 
mean time, with all due zeal, and love, and duty, acknowledging n;, 
the Father and the Son, that the joys of heaven may be antioi- 
])ated in onr nouIs, while the love of Qad is shed abroad tliere by 
his Spirit, which is given unto us: even sometliiiig of that loveoC) 
u herewith he has loved Jesus our incarnate Head. 

S K C T CLXXXL 

' * 'r'* 

Je&u^ ntrrs from f he guest •chuniW' to the garden (f Gethse-. 
mane, and in his thither renews jthe cauti&n which he had 
given to Pettr ana the respqf the apostles. Mat. XXVI. 31—* 

‘ 31 . Mark XIV. 27—31. Lukel^Xlf. 3'J. John XVlll. 1. 

lOMS XVIlf. 1 JOHN XVlll. I . 

I /^Mij wiKiij<v.is AFD when Jesus had spo.ken these words that 
iiad spoken tht hc* ^ nuTitioncd ahoYC. -and had concluded 



^ Jem i0lls his disciples ik^ would all forsake him. 

a!?cT^ his discourse Wi^ this excellent prayer to his word?, he [came out, 
^^vheavcnlyFaiJiet Aeeaw from the guest- “ 

clininher, where he had celebrated the passover, bis ditcipie*. over 
iSn? 1 according fo his usual custom every night, brook Cedroim 
u'cnt forth with his disciples out of the city; and Xro*w2 
crossiujg over the brook KedroUy which fay on . garden, into the 
the east side of Jerusalem, he came to the foot *bich he entered, 
rfjAe fWttn/ 0 / Olkts ^fhm there «>as a garden ““ ’ 

belonging to one or his mends, into which he [Lukexxii. 39.J 
had often been used to retire; and though he 
knew his enemies woul^^come this Very night 
to seize hfk there,. into it,‘ and 
his disciples also follmep jkltni 

Mat. 'rkeny as they were i^theway thither, Jesus Mxr. xxvi. 31. 
S(WS to tkemy Notwit]]StadtiU]lf all the faith you 7 ^*!" e>aith Jesus un- 
liave iirofessed in me, and all the affection which be o^nded becai* c 
I know you, bear me, yet not only one or ano- of me thii, mght fur 
ther, but all of you- snail be-^bffended because *,'*!* 

one this very night ; and the hour is just at hand, anj the sheep^A'he 
when you will be so terrified by the distress flock shall be scat- 
befalling oie in your presence, that it shall prove 
the sad occasion of your falling into sin, by your 
forsaking me,* yoUf Master and Friend, and 
leavfiig me in the hands of the enemy: for it is 
writteiiy (Zeeb. xiii. 7 .) / wiU smite the Shep- 

herdt and tl^e sheep of the shall be scat- 
“ tered i am the Shepherd, and yoifc the ti- 
morous sheep, to be dispersed by the assault 

your Keeper. Buty as it isa 6 wwards 32 u«f after rthat 1 
aoded there by way of encouragement, ^ * 

tarn, ray hand upon the little ones fo re- intoGaUiee. [Mark 
duce and recover t^em from this dissipA^ state ; xiv . .28 ] 
so likewise I assure you for your comfort, that 
‘after 1 am from the dead, as 1 shall soon 
be, I wifi go before you, into GalUeCy and there 
give, imtouly you, apostles, bdt all my 
disciples, the amplest demonstration both of my 
resurrection and my Idve; whereby your hearts 
shall be established -in the firmest adherence to 


* A gardnAnlovA^ ha entered.yM^/6$^ ngt, ^tjjfsmpt (0 rescue him ir a tnmul- 
probiibl} retired kito such a inanner.T''|Ce(ir>n was, as its name 

Qot only ffA'.tfle kdvaiitagB a dtltk skads vale between Jeru- 

votioft, whicli perhaps he infigbC not so Bale^i and%e mount of Olives, throvgh 
well have eiuoyed m Uie city l«*b- »^ii a litiJe brook ran, whmli took its 
lie a tfinn>, 'but also that the peop^^r?ht name from the ])l.u e. {Compaic 3 Sam 
not be alarmed at his beine aippuehended, xv. 23.) 
nnt, in iirst i^allies of tiieir zeal and 



Pder aitd aW the rest affirm (ht^ xvMiii rmer'*d^y him. 'i*}7 

me; and upon tMslt|;';^ed1ihe particular sect._ 
place where he would ^eet th^.'* . cwxxj 

33 [But! Peter aa* But Pder was SO gnev(’d to hear hinS saV' that 
should all be offcuded, and be scattofed 
shill be oflended be- from him, that, With a confident assurance of his 33 
caube of thee, fyet] own stedfastnc'is, he answered and said to him^ 

Mfiv' dearest Lord, there is no trial can surmount 
oy”} ^ ’the Ipve 1 bear thee! and whatsoever danger or 
distress ma>' be at hand, I am absolutely resolved 
and determined upon it, that though every one 
besides, and even Wi the rest of these my bre- 
thren, should he c 0 end^' bccau$e of the. calami- 
ties that are coming^^ and upon this ac- 
count should be induced to forsake thee, yet 
will I never be but will follow thee 

even to the last. 

L4 Jesus said unto Jesus said to htm^ Petfer, this confidence does 3 1 
liim v< Illy r sav un- j^j| become thee, cspeciaJlv after the warn- 
l.iiv, ciwi in thi^] mg I gave thee at supper;*^ but I repeat It again, 
nij'j.t, beforr' the and verihj / say unto thec^ That to-day^ yea, 

001 k <roM [tiMce,] [etjfn] this very night which is now^begun, be- 

erdo twice i thou repeatedly 
' ) deny 7 ne in the most shameful manner; for af- 

ter thou hast heard it once, thou shalt not be 
admonished ; h^lf before it crow a second time, 
thou sh'alt rcfieat the fault; nay, ):hou shalt do 
it Mri<:<;,^and every time with new aggravations. 

. . f Hut] Peter Bulfieirr upon this, instead of being awdkeS^. 3 j 
rp.iko the mor' ed tQ^ ^.hlHiiblr* seiisc of his owii Weakness, spike. 
lu mtutiy, uad\ said dtore.t’itgd'ly ^ [okd,] with a mixture of grief 

ayd inti^natioii at the thought, said to him. 

Lord, no danger whatsoever can induce me to 
be guilty of such baseness; for such is the sin- ‘ 

•' lie named the particular place whcie of his chief eirenit'i, and therefore irnist 
J.e uouldnicet them ] An appointment to he most-convenient, especially for those 
meet III so largo n region as Gahlee^^onld beyond JoTd.ui, tibeie many had of late 
uithont this have been of veiy little use; beliexcd in bun. See John x. 40 — 4'.^, ^ 
and Mat. xxviii. It, (5 ecu'.) eilpressly exxviv 

declares suchanappointmcrtV Wedo not « After the niarnmg I ^ve tbeeat sup 
know the exact plac^, but vie Iheie learn per.J S<>c Luke xxji, 34, and Jolui xiu 
from Matthew, ituasaccrtaiqiius^in am- 1 persuade m>sclf Uiai 

piobably it might bu near the sea bfTibcy ^ad^#ntiie coinpaiMon of those texts 
nils; nut only because we t'htist on'*’ 'i' a’l** Mark, 
tlip borders of that sea resor- writ com iliro the reader that these adiuo- 

rection, (John xxii. 1 . () eo.),,W alsu^- nitioni were first (riven at .he table, and 
cause, d, ill had resided there longer Uiau now nq^ated as they went out : nor can 
any wIk'k^ cl C, he had, no doubt, the I find any wav of turniing them all har- 
greatest, number of bis disciples there- monionsly into one compound text veh 
aboul'i . .'.lid It b\y pietty near the centre out such a Supposition 



^ ! Bfjtcclions on a resolution to suffer for Christ. 

SECT, cerity and strength of my affection to thee, that 'into him, Thougii ; 
thmtgh 1 should die with thee on the place, yet I not ItnV 

not deyiy thee in any manner or degree,'^ but thee [in any wise. ^ 
vvv't would a thousand times rather fall by thy side I iki wise also said ait 
35 in a brave and resolute defence, than so much ‘ 
as seem to neglect thee, or in any respect to fail 
of the Strictest and most affectionate fidelity. 

Likewise also said all the disciples, with equal 
sincerity of present intention, though neither he 
nor they had courage enough to abide by that 
resolution; Jesus therefore insisted no farther 
» on the matter, but leit;them to be taught by 
the event. V^. ' 


* fMPnoVEMliNT. 

Mat. So feeble is the lieart of man, and yet so ready to trust to it.*? 
jjxvi. strength! So gracious i&thc Lord Jesus Christ, that great 
Shepherd and Bishop of souts, who gave himself to be smitten 
for his Jiock when they had forsaken him; and then returning, 
.sought them out again, and fed them in richer pastures than 
before ! 

How' reasonable is it, that onr hearts should be fixcil in the mo!>i 
inflexible resolution for bis service! How fit that we should 
every one of us say, with the utmost dcionnination of soul, 

, Lord, though I should die v>i(^;^iee, yet will I y^ot deny thee ' 
For hOvv could death wear a moi^ graceful, or a more pleasing 
form, than when it met us close by our 'Suviour's side, and came 
tjie seal of our fidelity to him ? ^ 

■7 ^Sutely this is the language of nianjr^'Cm'r hearts before him, 
especially when warmed and'aniniatecl hisdymg love 

to us. Yet let lut not be high-viinded fpr after this dccKu 
34 35 ration, denied his Wasia ^ ; anil the sant^^^ht in which ihev laid 
protested they would never leave him, all the disciples forsook him 
and fed t (Mat. xwi. 56.) Nor' on the other hand, let the view 
of tba(f;fl*Eilty discourage, though it ought to camion us; lor 
the. tip# came when eacn of them hehared as they here Spoke; 
and they wl^ in his very presence aefed so weak a part, through 

*1 S/mU Ike mote eag^rtiit — I unit not § 5,) it ia peculiarly worth our 

A Hjf I Jttii'tHoiy muttne} or di.gr<ic.\ Pohcp that thi^'^'ilgnavations attend in" 

,xtft |w*i iri Peicr’«,^ilf^UrtJof^Oi>nLor<J should he more 

1 think tlu. enerjty of these origiffl^^^«trfn.jf!yn>opf^oted by Mark than by 
pi'cssions cannot he.-reach^diniK vei^^;j^%pyptlH‘r^)^g«hst; which, in that case, 
I therefore attempted it in' the prlra- pr^^b/y hv, l> s ow.ti oartienlar 

phrhsu: and Jnu4 observe tbatj tnav be ri';;iiii(;ii as a go. 

wai reviewed hv Peter, «n- ftdtne ftruc^of lus deep hunulia ion and 

tiejits fay, (and partn’iilarly Clcjncns penitcuci'. (.'oinparc M.irk xn. fnl — 72, 
AIcsandnnuN, ji<juo!t'ilby knsvbiusllist. with Mat, xx\i. o*' — 73, I.iike wn. si 
J'-cvIc. lib. ii. crip. Ij, *111 which sec I)i. — li’, and .Tohii .win. 'ii— 'J7, $, cl'.vwv 
I.oiliKi’'' Cii pir: J* Vol. ff 



He takes Peters James, and Jahn^zvitlihim into the ^ardenm 


the influences of his strengthen in(r spirit,^ resisted unto hhiod, and . 
Imed not ihm lives unto the death, for the testimonj^ of Jesiis. . 
(Rev. xii. 1 1 .) 


„ SECT. CLXXXII. 

Jesus enters the garden f Gethsemane, and foils into his agony 
there; dnrhig which his disciples foil asleep^ for which he 
gently reproves theniy and warns them »/ the enemies' ap^‘ 
proai'fi. Mat. XXVI. 36—46. Mark XIV. 32^42. Luke 
XXII 40—46. ' . y 


Mat. XXVI, .f). 
'jpHRN comtili -Iti- 
siis with them un- 
to a place cal'ed 
(.ictlisciiiane, and 
[(aikt hIii'h he uas 
atllii place hcjsiiitii 
unto (ill''] <1 sciplos-, 
b(l jc here, while I 
HO and pi ay vuiidcr, 
[Maikxu Luke 

XMI. 4l).— J 

'.7 And he i k 
\ ith liini Peter, and 
the two sons ot Ze- 
iM'dee l.latncs and 
John, I and hfgui to 
he soirowtui [sore 
airii/cd,] and \ciy 
heavy. jMaik \1V. 


36. 

'THEN, after -this discourse with his disciples, jjcx, 
Jesus comes with them to the place wc nien-ctxxxii 
tinned above, which v / as called GeJhsonane, 
being a very pleasant and fertile garden,* and 
when he was armed just a/ the entrance into the^^ 
place whither he was used to retire, he sai/s to 
eight of his disuples. Sit ^e down here a while, 
and observe what passes abroad, while I go and 
pray in yonder retirement. 

And, \^ this was a very extraordinary passage 37 , 
of bis life, he {mk along with him Peter, and the 
twe sons oj ZMedee, James and John, who had 
beeiKWitrlesses of his transfiguration, and tverc 
now choscMi by him to be witnesses of his agopy. , 
And^a he went on with them towards a iWpre 
retired part of th«^ garden, he began to ht m a 
yorY great and visible dejection, amazement, and 
anguish af mind ^ o\\ account of some painlul 


‘ ( dh cniffTjc, as beinjf a very 

j)lcrfsant and fertile garden.] It is wdl 
known that CiOlP si|?niti<>s Me 
irtZ/ey o/'fa/'/eiA The garden probably liad 
itb name from it'* mmI and biloation, and 
lay lu sortie hitle valh'V hctui'cn two of 
those many hills,. lh< i.mgcof which Con- 
sTitiitcs tlie mount of fdwes, And it is 
with some ppculiaf/efer’ence, to this 
tion, that some lidve lenderdtUt 
vlei, or a Jut of oil, '' -'77 

•» He began to i>e in great ama^*' 

ment, an ' ungiiuk Of nmirfM The words 
which our translator iisdr oCTe, 
flat, and (all vastly short of the em^asis 
of thosu terms in which the evangelists d€- 
svjnh.'this awlul sc'-ne' forXjTrtnrSin sig- 


nifies to be penitrated with the most lively 
and piercing surrirji ; and *i^p.ovfiv tij be 
quite Nnjiretsed and nlindit'.oyerwhilmed 
wMi the load: Mark eapressifp^t, if pos- 
sible» in, a more forcible and stronger 
manner j for iinTiortS',^he 

most shockiiigmixture of terror and amaav- 
mcnii and vtrt^ihw©', jn the neat verst, 
j'ntimatcs that be was sttmiunded with sor- 
every Mde, stf tbit Jt broke' in up- 
with such violenCi^ that, bnmanly 
Joking, there wat ii» «ay of escape. 

I ^ve endeavoured^ as yvell as I bonld, 
to each of these ideas in the para- 

— Dr. Mote truly observes, that 
Christ’s continued resolution, in the midst 
of these agonies and supernatural horrors. ,, 



prdys that, if possible, the cup might jmsfrom him, 

-s«^n and dreadful sensJttioiwwliicIii^erethenimpres- 
;caf^it^ed upon his sOurlby the immediate hand of God. 

Thenj turning fo his three disciples, he says to 38 Then saith Ik 
ihm. My friends, you never me in so great “"eldTg ti! 

3 g distress as now; tor my soul ts surrounded on oennntodeath: tnr- 
all sidea with an extremity of an«*utsh and sor- rv yehne.andwjitch 
, row, which tortures me even almost untodeath; Jrayl"that\^c'ent”r 
and 1 know that tlie infirmity of human nature Sot Into temptation^ 
must quickly sink under it, without some extra- [Maikxn.rji. f^kq 
ordinary relief from God; to him therefore I 
will apply with the greatest earnestness: and do 
you in the mean time (^timie here, and natch 
with me,^ considering how liable we are to bo 
surprised ; [and] let me r^ind you also to pray 
i’or yoiinelves, that you nUiit enter into that 
dangerous temptation of which 1 iiave just been 
givitig you notice, or may be kept from fbHing 
by it. Sec Mat. xxvi. 31. sect, clxxxi. 

And going on a little way from thence into a xiv. .j . 

more retired part of tl.e garden, when he was 
mvi withdrawn about a stoiiAs throw from tlie was with<iu«V’fro'n 
place where he left them, he first humbly knelt them about a stour 
down, and as the ardour of his darotion 
increased, he prostrated himself on his face to the his face j on tlif 
ground, and prayed. That if it wt^e possible, that jrroumj, and pravui, 
dreadful season of sorrow, with %1)ich he was ilie‘\he' ^ 00 ^ ^ 1^111 
then almost overwhelmed, might be shortened paw from h/m. "iwal, 
pass from him, — •' v . 


Maik 



said, 

d'l 


hr possible, 'as to consist with what thy wlVdoitt' things me polsibii* 
has appointed for advancement of thf]|.glciS^, uler 1? it 


was the most heroic that can be imagin- st^s of ^iaHrtfSS than in any other circum- 
ctl; and fai’^P^rior to valour hi single stancesof bis Siiifenngs, there is reason tn 
combat, l^r^b%ttle, where, id case, conclude there was something exlraoidi- 
tlic spirit jVkiis^^ by natural indignation; n«r> in the degree of the impression' and it 
and III the dthtr, by tlie pomp of war,t 1 i’' sundy enmes much to the same, whether 
roiuid of uuirtial music, tbo exatnpie of we say that flod, by h>s own iinmodiate 
teiroW'Mildieis, See More's Theohirg. agency, impressed some uncommon hor> 
tVorkc, p. r> 8 .'-F]}i' Whitby will not allow rorsou.his mind, ot that the strength of 
that tiic^e agoulns ofostf from the imijnU;.. hU spirits, and perti^ the tone of In'; 
diaie hand of fTod' him; whi(^^^;«.nerv weraWifilpaiKd, that the view lie 
tiunks not to be ^ Oven of thdi^thidgii should alTect him to a 

clamop^ui hell, ]-'irt it s»’eq!l«iriaj>08pw^^.eg^ce df 
to pipvc that it it nuf. , He rather thbib bihty. 
itihtght arise from a deep appreteusion ^i^okk 
of the tnaliguitv of «in, and tho'^i^rry’ carwtliy, 
brpnghi upon the world liy it lint con- rich ei^unalcnt for tliPtr watclifnl ( aic, lu 
Mderln? buw "miu'b the 'mind of Christ was the eiiiinent improvement of their iiracc*. 
wounded and broken with wliat henow en- bv tb s woiulcttol and ♦•difving si j.bt 
d'!ii.'J. sg as. to 'ji\i"^jnit' griatfr cstcnial 


cxjtoisite ,md uncommon scn»i- 

Il-^d tlicy dour this 
tiw would swoii have found a 



His disciple^ and an* exhorted ia 4#t " 

ukc «way ihis r«p, and t])c salvation (rf tby^pfeople, I be- sect. 

j aW let// pass j froiri immediiticly 

tiot tvbat i.s^iii, b«t tah awuy this cup ot bitterness aixl terrdr; ? 

* what thou wilt [Mat. [y«i,] kt [i/] mw pass /fom me, and lot com-jjiy 3^^- 
jfM).— G9 j and peace return to my soul : nevetthekss, 

if tbou see&t it necessary to continue it, or to 
adtl yet more grievous - ingredients to it, 1 am 
here ready to receive it 'in submissian to thy 
will, ami resoiutety sslv upon tlic whole, Not as 
I wdly but as thoH witti for though nature can- 
not but shrink back from these sufferings, it is 
the determinate jiurpipse of my soul to bear 
whatsoever thhic liifinUe wisdom shall see 6t to 
appoint. . - 

'r, Ami hprotnprti Jnd Upon this, flafeg up from the ground 0037 
joiih. th( di^ojpics], vvhich he had. lain prostrate, he comes again to 
Z.,,.w L S md, nowitbitatidina tliedis- 

i.nto I'ettr, SiHion, trcss that he was ia^ and the command that he 
vWpp/'vt given to them to watch, he finds them all 

'.“tch‘ “ilccps ‘H'<> ^ particularly says to Peter (who 

(What, (ouM jf not had but lately made such .solemn firotestations 
w.it.'h u.th iile one of his peculiar zeal and fidelity What, .Vf/z/o/i 

m.iii ' M.it. \\\i. ^ jjjj jjfj-gp 

thoii hadst just declared thy resolution to die 
wuh me, coujlU0 thdu so soon forget thy pfo- 
mi.se to stand b¥me, and waif so much as uHjtch 
' or keep: awake but Uveone hour, when 1 Wti,s in 

such an agony And you that were so ready to 
join him m the same profession, could 
neither of you be^'ttpindful ot me ; and hi this 
time of my extreme distress Kcre all so unable 
to perform yonr resolution as not lo watch one 
,s u aft’h VP, and smole hour with me f I must again cxlioi t you 

with the greate.t earnestness, 
that 1 /e mail not enter into and tall ()y that dan- 
gt-rous temptation which is now approaching ; '* 

^ 'lake auoy this cup ] Xothiug: 19 'Tnore of exeenting som«} criminals bv sending 
c'lininon, than to expieis a porlion of them a ciip of p usoii, which is well 
< onifort or distress by a Clip a I hiding to known to have l/ecn an c^St«*'ii, ibowgli 
tlie ouhioin of the father uf a familVi or not far as I can learn) a Jewish cus- 
inasier of a fcast, to send to'hwi Children vtonav;/ 

ni iriiests a cup 0 *' such liqtior ^ lu* de- ^ KWifeh and pta'jt SeC ) How po/)rly Is 
hjr them. '^60 nols *nu Mat, xx. • i&l'MnlhoHation answered by tho-^e vigils 
3i,ji and Willi the tekUiM^h are re- anti noctnrhal offices of the Romish 
hn(d I oat the end of that noJi^omp^ftB cha«;h.. which are said to have had their 
Pisal XVI 5 , xxni. ■1 j Kvv, flf Jer. Xtfl. ojriginin 'fro in hence ' fthemish Tesi.im. 

7,\!|\ 10; f.ain iV. 21 ; K/ek. xxiii, p. 79 —I think it more proper, on are- 

•2, 3G; Il.ib ii. 16; andllcv. xiv. 10; view, to render him. i'l the 

'I 10. I.) Mjrneiif which texts tlirre preceding veise, with I'r IJamiiiond, 

iiK< jei'i.ip'., be .1 it'fi leiif'e 'jj ’. he way Weie •//* o, unnllv, is't Uriii t> rulaiii 
Y . 1 ; ( 



He repeats his prayer with submission to his Father's tvilL 

%Ecy, the spirit imkttd^ is aiuf ready to ex- “P'"* 

c^Jtxxn p,(*s!> the dutil'ul regard that you have for me, 

‘ 'and I know your resolutions of adhering to me 41 .] . 

X^. 3< sincere ; hut yet, as your own present 

experience may convince yon, the flesh is 
weak ; *’ and as yon have been so far prevailed 
upon bv its infirmities, as to fall asleep at this 
very uiiseasoriable time, so if you are not more 
upon your guard, and more importunate in 
seeking fi)r assistance from above, U will soon 
ga:n a much greater victory over you. 

u'hid w'lien he liad thus gently admonished Ami ai^am he 
them, he went away ap;ain the second time^ to a 
little distance from them, and prayed as he had pra\€d, dmi spako 
done before, speaking much the same words, or the same \v..r(is,| say- 
ex pressing himself to the like effect, with the 
same ardour and submission, saying, 0 my Fa- pass away iiuin me, 
iher, if\i be necessary, in .the pursuance of the except i dnnk n, 
great end for which 1 came into the world, that **42 j ^ 

' i should endure th(.\se grievous suffeiings, and 
this tup cannot pass from me without my drink- 
ing t(^ and wringing out, as it were, the very 
dregs of it, !• will still humbly acquiesce, and 
say, Thy will be done, bow painful soever it 
may be to flesh and blbodv . 

■10 And returning back to bis three disciples, he 
found them asleep again ; for the fatigue and ihcm asleep jpam. 
, tronble they had lately undergone, had exhaust- (for thor eves won 
ed their spnits, and their eyes were nxxxieiwcigh- "‘'‘‘‘hpr 

ed down with weariness aofr sorrow: and^pe ad- h,m. [Mat. \nm 
monished them again as before : and they were 43 ] 
so thoroughly confounded, that they icntw not 
what to answer him ; aiid yet immediately after, 
they were so weak and senseless as to relapse xxvi. 44, 
inta the S^ame fault again. And he left them. 

Mat. And, having roused them for the present and went away a?»in 
44.ffQn^ sleep, he left ihenn and went away the 

again, and prayed the third time,' speaking much bailie woids; 

our version of i7io; mhat, which eeo.^ h nesa of his friends. (SeeTiIlots. Work<, 
loss common and le<!s forcible Vol. U. p. 495.)»— How apt are to 

I The spmt indeed r forward think affiiction an excuse for peo^ ii>hno^s < 

tea thefakis tbetlJt ] So gentle a remig^ But how Mplikie ire wo to Clirist in that 
so kind an apolog;v (as Archbishop thought, Jjlm how, unkind to ourselveb, ak 
' Tillotson very justly and beautifully ob- yell as -oitr' friends, to whom, in such 
serves), were the more temaykable, as circumsf^ces, with our best toinper, wo 
9111^ lord’s mind was now discomposed must be more troublesome than wo could 
with sorrow, so that he most ba\ e the wish ' 
deeper and tenderer sense of the unkind- 



An angd appears to strengthen him in his agony. 4 ^ 

the same words as ^befdre) or offei-ing petitions sect, 
• Lukr XXII. 42. to tliesame effect: 5 Savin^^ FatiieTf 

.trsi <^p /»« 

'move this cup trom cxcuse me from the eontinuaitce of this biiter 
meine^trthelwi.not anguish and distress,** i£ is what would gR*at)y 42 
"one '**’**^^^*^” **^*^ due submission I would 

hulknbly ask it 5 nevertkelesHf as I said before,' 

43 And tiicfe ap- not ftitf wiU hut thine be done. And^ iirthis 43 

peared an angel un- last addross, hid coinbstf was SO violent aud sel 

almost Overwhelmed; and 
ng u iig iini. assistance againstlhe poifvcrs 

of darkness, whi<^> unified their force auainst ' 
him in tlic most tetriblo manner, there appeared 
to him an angel frmd heaven ^ standing near him 
in a visible fprin, strengthiming him by that sen- 
sible token of the Father’s' protection and fa- 
vour, and suggesting^ such holy consolations as 
were most proper £0 animate bis soul, in such a 
* 4 ’ AjkI being in stfugglo** Yet With all these assurances that 11644 
an dgouy, he prayed was Still the 'charge of heaveU, and quickly 
inoie eaim-jtfy and should be made victorious over all, his terror 
hi> ‘.weat an afid distress continued ; Unspeak- 

able agon]/, he ppg^ed yet wore iiitenseli/ than 
before, insomuch' that, though he was now in 
' the open air, m4^ in the cool of the night, 

sweat ran off wiiS' uncommon violence; yea, so . 
extraordinary whs the commotion of animal 
nature, "that blood was also forced in an amaz-' 

s Spctdoitr much tkasamf It is actul^y;Vngtlgerl. (See LiinIxjich’sTheo'. 

pliiin, hv comparing \cr.;3^ aod42,' that lih. 13, § 17.) This thro^v» gi’c<jit 

the ttoids were not entiVe(y tfwsamc, light on'^Heb. v.*t,j}f ttw hrunl i.i Ihnt 
.ind It IS ccitain t|j.it Xsy^'uFtea sigiii- /ft /etfrelt— ^int^Uhe fonnci cdil'oiis [ 
iit'b matte. . so tlutt no mure appears to baie had the pleasure to liiul tins inter- 
be inU'iided than that he piay&d to tlie pwUtiun^antifuUy ill-ist rated and ju- 
s»ante purpose ab hdore. diciously conilrmer] by the luarned^hr., 

*' It t/tou i,leai.est to lake ataay Ihu cup Thomas Jackftoil, in his Wdrks. Vel. II. 

/)m Me.] The ohseiving readlif will easif p. SI 3. SI 7. 947. * < 

Iv perceive by the paraphi ase, that 1 do * .In aftgel from Iteaveii stieHglhciiing. 
nut suppose our Lojd heiu prayed" to be hm.'\ Some' of the ancient Christians 
excused entirely from siillcrings and thought it so dishonourabb* to Christ, that 
diailj Such a petition appeals to me he should receue such assistance from 
so iiK'Oiisisteut with that steady cmistan- ad •mgel, that they omitted this verse in 
ey be always shewed, and with th^tliie* tliei^dopios ; a* .leromand Hilary in- 
ly tiun, (John vii. 27, 86, p, S9j6.) in ftii'iajiy It is indeed w&atliig in some 
winch he seems to disown such a prayer, ij^pifcbpts; hot far the greatest ttum- 
tliat I think even Iloek^’jr^Mlution, ber of Copies have it; and coujd Hilary, 
though the best 1 have met vfl^ is uot, .have proved it a spurious addition, he 
' satidactory. (Jloukci's FcclOh," Polity^?^ Would, n^'^ubt, have dope it, since it so 
lib \. s l,s.) It appt ars to me much dirOOtlv contradicts., thp wild notion ho 
s.ifei to'cxpourrl it, as Sji .Mattliew Male seems to maiiitaip, Chiist was mea- 
dow's (in his ( ontemplalion, Vol I. p. pable of any paiipul scnsatiop-^. ('see 
1 ^*,) .’IS u'latplg to ihc tt-rrui and seve- Dr .Mill, in ioc.) ■ , 

' l\ fiM'.u ''oi)il)f.‘ in In » 



#4 Kc his dmplcs that the traitor, was (ming. 

inff raanntjr through the pores, together with 
^W"thc Mveat ; whiph im as it were great drops o/* “ 

l}/,^oci Jailing down from bis face, and dropping * • 

Xm ground^ as he bowed himself to . ' 

4 ^ the earth.^ 

45 , And rising vp from prayer^ after this drea«l- 

fijl conflict, he cam^ l)ack to his disciples the JJ^d^ricoinrto his 
third time^ and, notwit))standiug the repeated dig^npies, f!\iait,thc' 
^monitions he had given them, he again, /owtjd ISeVi^'Tiee 
them sleeping; fur their senses were quite stu- lorww,'’ fMau^x**vi^ 
pitied, and their spirits exhausted with sorrow. 4:)--M’aikxiv.4i— ] 

^'^And he said to them. Why da you still go on to 
.^/rr/J at such a season as this ^ This drowsy 

dif>[»osition makes it necessary to renew my ex- 
hortation, and to call upon yon yet once more 'l,r.l";nd 
to arne and pray that you may not enter i7ito a enter mto ‘tempta- 
circumstance of very dangerous iemplation. 

But as all this did not sulHcicntly rouse them, ^ ' 


Mat. 


Willy 


<vri. ^s.and he knew those that came to apprehend him them, sleep on now, 
vvere just iimv entering the garden, //<? altered ami lake yom rest, 
his voice, and said to them in an ironical man- '^tu.‘''^howi 
ner, "You may nm sleep on if you can,rtnd [come.jami tiu mo 
take your rest as long as you please. I have 0 ^“ »««« i»h. tmud 
been calluig you to watch ;,but it is now eiioush ; >»*" JuikK ot mo- 
Tor this season or watching is over^ and I nave 41 ^ 
no farther need to press you td it: you will now 
be roused by another kind of alarm thaij wliat 
my words have given ; for behold^ the long ex- 
pected hour' is at lepgtb come, and the Son of 
» 7 itfn is even now hetraye4^nto the handp, of the 
46 most inhuman sinners : Arise, therefore, and 46 FUc, i, t u«s hr 
let us go along with them wliitherSOever they *'• 

shall lead us : for behold he that betrayeth me .is 


*1 tuas as mere grfdl dtaps of darkness: the former say^ lie, was now 

Ikods Many expositors have ih(iu.i;ht, lurrounded with a mighi y hu^t of devils, 
as Mr. LeOlerc did, that the'«xpreiiSfon who exercised all their force and malice 
[j aJltt wo-ti only to persecute and distract his innocent 

implies, that his drop if ^xeatxsere tai^e ,^oul; and the (alter supposes that Satan 
fiutl cln^mif tike chits of gore: but Dr. hoped, by o\ei powering him here, to-- 
\\ h thy ub^erves, fliat Aristotle and Ojo- have prevented the acconipjibhmcut of 
diiriis Siculus both mention bl^odje^^tr^u the prophecies relatipi; to the manner 
as attending siome extraordiiYittK^d^^jr- and 9 irciimstance') of Ins death. (See 
of mind; affcllfiiKl T/iti, ScotCsChristianlife, Vol 111. p 149 and 

Pope Sfxt^s V. p 200, and'1^(?^ii .FlemiOjPiJ'avCljfistoIogy, Vol. II. p. l.'JO.) 
ChardiTulti his History of Persia, Vol. I. Fut h^ever nus be, I can hardly thitak^ 
p I'Jd; mentioning a like phenoihonon DiC'i^oott 'suggests that there waa^,^ 
to which Dr. Jackson, (in his Vitgrlcs, '^some-wpcniatuial agency of those evil 
Vol, II. p. 819.)’ adds another from spirits in the dronsiness of the disciples, 
Thu.amis, lil). x. p. 221 — Hr Scott since the haci-ed historian is ailcnt on Uih 
. and Mr. Fleming both imagine that head, and refers it to another cause. 

Christ now struggled with the spirits of 



liejleitions oii Christ* s a^ony in%e gardenJ 

:i} ih^tdcth he- Just at hand. Accordingly j£i(]a& dnd Ills rcti- 

tray oie. [Mark xiv. ,,yg immediately api^ared, and seized him in 
the manner which will be next related. ^ 

improvement/ 

On the most transient survey of this amazing story wc cannot 
but fail into deep admiration. What a sight is here! Let our 
souls turn asidi to behold it with a becoming temper : and surely 
we must wonder how the disciples could deep in tlie midst of a xxvi. 
scene which might almost have awakened rocks and trues to40,4.{ ' 
compassion. 

llehold the Prime of life, God’s* incarnate and only -begotten i 
Son, drinking (f the brook in the M>tfv,.(PsaI. cx, *1.) and not oi‘- 4^40 
ly lasting, but drawing in full draugnts of that bitter cup which 
his heavenli/ Father put into his hands on this awful occasion. 

Let us behold him kneeling, and even prostrate on the ground, 
and there pouring out his stro7ig cries and tears to him that icw ‘ 
able to save him from death, (Hob. v. 7.) Let ns \iew him 
this bloody agony, and say, If these things he done in thegiren" 
tree, whdt shall oe done in ike dryf (Ltake xxiii. 31.) If even 
Christ himself w'as so depressed witli sorroto and amazement, 
and the distress and anguish he endured were such,' that in his 
agony the sweat ran from him like gi'eat drops vf blood, when 
onr iniyuitm were laid upon him, and it pleased the Father to 
bruise him, and to put him to grief, (Isa. liii, 6, 10.) how must the 
sinner .then be filled with horror, and with what dreadful agonies 
of anguish ;ind despair will he be overwhelmed, when he shall 
bear the burden of his o^'n iniquities, and God shall pour out all 
hiis wrath upon him ? Uphold, how f^rjut a thing it is, to fall inr 
to the hands of the liyifig God 9 (HeE>x. 31.) 

Here was no humaitienemy near our bk^sed Redeemer » yet 
such invisible terror set themselves in aPi'aJ/ against him, that his Mat, 
very soul was poured out like water i ncft was there any circum-’^’^''**^* 
stance of his sufferings in wdiicb" Jje discovered a greater com- 
motion of spirit. Nevertheless, bis pure and holy squI all 
this without any irregular perturbation^ In ail this be "sinned 
not by a murmuring word", or an impatient thought, lie shone 
the brighter for tlie furmce of affliction, and gave us at once the 39, 42 
most wonderful and the most amiiWe pattern of resignation to the 
Divine disposal, when he not as I wul, hat as thou 

wilt. — May this be (>ur langua|[l^‘.i,t^€r every trial! Lord, wc 
could wish It was^ and we woutf *^aintain a holy watchfulness 
over oar own soiib, t^t we^qiay be so,! But iii this respect, ns 
well as 111 every otliefy we find that even when the spirit is wil- 
ling, the flesh is weak. How happy is it for oa that ihc blessed 41 



Judas comes ia l^e garden with soldiers to "seize him. 

SKCT. Je.ms knms ourfrime^ and has learnt y by what he himself suj~ 
(axxKufered in our frail nature, to make the most compassionate alio w- 
anoe for its vavioua inhrmities ! Let us learn to imitate tins his 
gentle and gracious conduct, even in an hour of so much dis^ 
tress. Let us bear with, and let us pity each other, not aggra> 
vating every neglect of our friends into a crime ; but rather 
speaking of their faults in the mildest terms, and making tlic 
most candid excuses for what we bannot defend. Let us exer- 
' cise such a temper, even in the most gloomy and dejected mo- 
ments of life; which surely may well be expected of us, who 
ourselves need’ so much compassion and indulgence almost from 
evety one with whom we converse ; and, which is infinitely more, 
who owe our aH to^the forbearance of that God, of whose virrcy 
it isy that we are not iittcrly consumed. 


SECT; CLXXXIIL ' 

Jlsus is betrayed by JudaSy and seized by the guard, to n'liom, 
after glorious displays of hU power, he ’voluntarily surrenders 
' nimsdfy and is then forsaken by all his disciples. Mar. 
XXVi. 47—56. Mark XIV. 43—52. Luke XXII. 47-5 5 
John XVIIL 2-13. 

JOHN XVIW. 2. XVIII, 2. 

SECT. ffJOW when otif Lord wn» thus retired to the a N D Judas aha 
cixxxiii. gaMeii, Judas also that betrayed him hitw betrayed 

TiSir resorted thither in com- 

XV-jlj jjpany with his disciples,*’ and had particularly resoned tinthorMitu 
done it again and ag«T.iu sin, oe, his coming up to his diw ipics. 
spend this passorer at Jerusalem. (Compare 
3 Luke xxi. 37, p. 399.) Judas therefore' taking 3 Judas then, hav- 
with him n bond [of, soldiers, I or a Roman co- 
liort, with their captain, fseever. 12.) and some from the chief prints 
Jewish aiSherSy sent fpr ttiat pji'rpOSe from the and Phan&ees, uom- 
chief-pn^,^ other helonging to 

the sanhedrim, who w«^re chiefly concerned and weapons, 
in this affair, amtes thither with torches and 
lamps, and hostile weapons; which they brought 

Jettisqflen morted n>irdCiiJous 

eipies.] It vas pfe^abiy over Jils own .umnal nature to 

belonged lo one of Ch'riit’si friciidi^Md'* "jilfrcngtheii it fur such difficult services, 
to vbkii he bad a liberty tif retlrSig'^'alBdto jpar^^Hek.in hcalili and >jj^our j 
wbene^ be pleased, And accord- ^eoptous den s which fall by 

often used to spend const- d^tin tb^ parts, must have bet ii \er]y 

4^^etirne in prayrr and pioos converse, dangerous (as I ba\ c cKcw here hinted, 
eseniogs ok nights after ly*! indc- sect. Ixxkvi. note«,)cspct idlIy when the 
mljgablo Ubours m the tity and temple body was lieated by preaching iii the 
bv day. It is indeed ama/ing bow desh day, apd often by travelling several 
au^ blood could go through such ipees- on' foot, 
fatigues; but it ii> lery probable, 



He' appoints a signal to distinguish Jesus. 4«7 

with them, though it was now fuU 0 ioon, to use sect. 
tlieir arms, if they should meet wtth any 
sition, or to discover him by their lightSj 
should go about to hide himself, as they foolish- xvii} 
ly imagined he might, among the private walks 3 
or other recesses of the garden. 

Maw XIV. 43- /ind imnediatelUf white he teas yet speaking 
WW. hlTef *? his dUeipIes, and RivinR them the alannmen- 
[lo,JHdab,oueof tho tioned in the Close of the last section, benoidy 
twelve, came*,] aiiii this very JudaSy one of the twelve apostles, cavic 

ul!,de'“wirt'IIr'll; andmfh Aim a great muliilude 

ftiui i.tav(sf.om the <>» pcrsops of very different stations and offices 
oiiicf priests and ihe in life, who were seat, With authority from the 
T the el- chief priestsy' and.scrihesy and eldei'S of thepeo^ 

fMat. x\ti. 47 . pl^i iind, more eircctually to execute their or- 
Liike XXII. 47.—] dcrs, they were armed with swnrda and staves, 
to seize him by violence* if any resistance should 
be made to the attempt; and there were aUu 
with them some persons of sU|jerior rank and 
(quality, who, lull of impatient and malicious 
zeal, could not forbear mingling themselves w'Hh 
the dregs of the people u})on this infamous oe- 
,vmi he fh.tibe. casion. {.See Luke xxii. 52. p .492 ) Now 

that betrayed him W€nt?L little befoi't the rest of 
' 7 ) had givens them; [and] that they might not be mistaken 
token, savins;, in the person, he had given them a sigmly by 
ihiu'^m ' p*! which they might distinguish Jesus from any 

tdtJini», 7 hMi(ii.im who might cbaHcc to be with him,*' say- 

fast,! and lead hru uigy Jte whom 1 shall kiss at my rtrst entering 
i'v,ty ^aifiy [Mat ifitp garden, {s Hc person you are commis^ 

--It--] s-ioned to take be sure therefore to lay hold 

of him immediately, and lead him away safely ; 
for he has sometimes made strange e.scapes from 
those that have attempted to take him,, and if 
he getaway from you after this signal, it will be 
45 And as soon as y^ur fault, and not iiime.<* dnd accordingly, 4. ^ 

•ic was coniv, he gardCHy he dreic near to Jc- 

b Had given them, a v»g7ia/.] As those turned to him after having boon any iimo 
that eairio to apprehend hnu vii[ere stranA aibsrtnl.,, 

trcis to Jesus, and it was now night, for helms sume- 

thure were twelvt persous together, prov* i^^i^Jadc strange cscnpcs, &£• J I'om* 
hjhly rlirssed iiiiicli alike, aj^h a signal p^fib Lukeiv, 31), Johnviii. .79; x 3V 
might bt. thoLiRlit more necoi^ry. — -f am r^dy to imagine, from this pre- 

'A J!c whom I Jialf km h tkt^rsoji.] \|!t caution, that Juda«> might suspiu't tbai 
i'! indeed probable, as Dr. ^uyst* and Christ would ou this ocras.oti lom w the 
others obsi rvc, that our J.ord, in great miracles he had formcily wii'upht fur 
oondev t'liMon, had used (according to his own dtdiverance; though he hud !^u 
•"he Jewish custom] to peiin.t his disci- expressly declared the oontraiv. ?i.o 
vies thus to i'll utc him, when they jtV Mat, xxvi. 'J i , sect (’l.\x 
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He bdttf^ the Son ofmmt ivitb a iSSfii- 


juj to kiss hitrff as a signal to the company to [Luke,d«w noaru«- 

seizc bimj [md] going directly to him, with an 

air of tlic greatest rt’spcct, as if he had been way toiniuiandsdith,, 

impatient of his absence during those few hours [”“'•] Master, Mas.- ' 

which had passed since he saw him last, and 

was quite transported with joy to meet him xmi.— 47.] 

again, he saidi with the fairest appe^arances of 

duty and friendship, JJail to ihee, Rabbi, Rabbi t 

May the greatest pleasure and happiness conti- 

Dually attend thee ! Jnd upon* this he kissed him. 

But Jesu.<i, well understanding the perfidious Mat. xwi. jo. 

purposes concealed under this fond address, an- ^ FnJwd* 

swered with gro^ mildness, yet with becoming wiertiorp *.nrt tiu.il 

spirit, and said to him, I**nend, wherefore cryconio^ [.Judas it- 

timi come ? and whence n alt ihis ceremony and 

transport? Think of it, Judas! Is this the friend- [*uIke'\Mj. *48 

ship thou hast so ()fien boasted >* Alas, dost thou 

betray \i\ivi whom thou cumt not luu know to 

be the Son of vian,:citit such a ircacherous kiss 

And dost thou think, that ho can be imposed 

upon by this poor ariifice? or that Gt)d, who 

has promised niin so glorious and tnumpbanl a 

kingdom, will not punish such busencss and 

cruelty to him’ 

J'hai Jesus, though he fully understood what Jo"-* xviii. , 
w'as to follow this perfidiou.'? salutation, as kntfXi;- 
ing all the dreadful things that were coming up- Suii cJ.nT upon 
on him,^ yet did not attempt to escape, or to 
ivithdraw himself out of the power of his ene- 
mies: nevertheless he detemiincd toshewthem 
that he could easily liavc done it; and therefore, 

^ Duit ihoH iclfoy thu ik>n mn wilk a. bhouH 4 ltteuil lis sufl'u iiij$s . uhidi ;i(.- 
. ^Jiiere reason t) beliftra Cordingiy tie largely foretold, (sec Mat. 

tlidt our t;otd ulii^ thill phra.se of Me’StJa \x, 18, Itl. 'and the paiallel plmca, p. 
n/ ntflU 1!0 Jud$S'^ thi« occasion, (a-* he 'iil ) though tiiauy of Uics« circuiiihtancrs 
had "dono thj&^tiuAO evening at supper were aa contingent as can wl) be nna- 
twiccin abr*’htli,)i!4‘the8cn«e-beERgiven5 gifted.— It i» impossible to cntci aright 
(compare note ‘, on Mat. xxri. <24. sect, mto the heroiotiohaviour nf our Lord Jc- 
clxx.) and it adds a spirit to these words sus Christ, wii^our carrying this circmn- 
ilkit has not ofleo- boon observed, whiplbt stance along with us. 'I he critics aic m 
the attentive reader will di8Ce|^di'^',^%l^tTfes nt the gallantly of Achilles m 
attended with much greater to the 'IVujan war, when hp kiien, 

beauty, than ifbnt buH had O^^nES^^^^dording' to Homer) that should fall 
Dott thou hetmy me wlA n Uierei^bnl be ha\«* a v« ly Iw way 

tJChoixung ti'l things tAdf'werc ciMing ^thinki^ who dot- not -cc intinitely 
Our Loid Dot only knew m vdt>r^ forii^d ■ in um 1 o.il'b condi'cron 
g'Snoral, that h? should siiffcr some gmc.. t1hli» great ^crasuin, «licii tliis cirourn- 
cMll/and oten dchllt iisifll, btit was ac. stance so indicum'ily, lli)u;,h iiuiJostU 
ouaii^tcd ai^)'wlth all the paiticuLir cir- iiugjfCitcd l»v St. John, is di atteiulorJ 
* uns [Vtuces ot igumnlny and horror tlial te. 



Jesus comes’fifrward, and his enemies to the grouml 

ium, went forth, and as they now, Upon tile signal' th^t was given skct. 
Whom leck them, wcrc drawing near to seize him, he 

forih towards his enemies, and smd to them, tviih 
the greatest composure of mmd, tVhorn do^ you^yiii 
5 iTiey answered coiiie to seek here? Apd they' were so confound- 5 
the a.r of maje-ty ami .nta-pidity «Ub 
unto them, I am he. wliich he appeared, that without saying they 
AndJudas ai^owljicb were conie for him, they only answered kinit We 
tHhUiH!""’ are come to seek Jaus the Xasanne. Mm 
says to them. You have the person then be- 
fore you; J am [A^.j And Judas also who 
betrayed him., thew stood with them; and be who 
formerly had followed Christ a» one of his dis- 
ci files, now sorted with his open and avowed 
ft As soon thou a» etiemics. Then as so.vi as ke had said to ihem^^'' 
Ibom.l ?h"“ i ‘here went forth such a secret energy 

wont backward and of t>tvine power'^th those words,'that all their 
loll to tiK‘ ^loimd. united force was utterly unable to resist it, so 
thiit thc^y presently drew back^ as afraid to ap- 
proach him, though unarmed and ungiiaided; 
and Jell at once to the groundy^ as if they had 
n Then l)eeii struck with lightning. Yet a few mo-'i 

yo^ And they mciits after, recovering from this consternation, 
snui. Josiis ot N,ua- they arose and rallied again; and then as they 
came up the second time, he asked them^againy 
Wlunn do ije seek? A7\d they said to him as 
s Tohis .los^ored before, Jcsus the Nazarene. Jesus answered^ 

1 anV /JO ilThoro- ^^*''111, / hove already told you that I am \he:\ 
i II -t M fk i.K, lot If thenjare you seek me alone, you may lei 
iin-. '.ioth ii »av: these pay companions and friends go their way 
in safety;*’ and indeed I shall insist upon that as 


e '7 etj dre-d, bui k aitd fell to the ^ii.vnd.} 
As thoH' vme scjihc-. and priests among 
tliciM ihov iiiusi ha\C]ead of the dcs- 
tiiiLluM n!' tliOhi.' rom.ianies nhich came 
to sdzo the piophct Lltjah, ('2 Kingsi i 
10, ,'2,} a lat t which Iwre so^great a rc^ 
'^cmhlaiiu to this, that it is an ania/iog 
iustaiiLc of liie most obdurate wnikod- 
iU‘s«, that ihcv shonhl venture to renew 
the assault on ( hi ist, after so 
e\pciiorii'c biilli nfhts poaer uiid in^^« 
^olhlug b( CMis r loie jiroliable, thanmi" 
thcbu Ill's MiM’lit cudcaiour to por*' 
buade thi ims(‘Im-s .md their attendants^ 
th.-it tliis sti,ui^;t; ri’piil'ievi^kefrectedby 
bvme d iiivMi Ml t'niih ceiaov with Jesuk, 
ttho iippijbid i!i( ('vecuiKiM of justice up- 
on hitn, and they inijclit, >>t.<iii.ips, as- 
ciibe It to the '■pticial pro\ hIi'uci* of God, 
rather Ihau lu tin indiil'M iit't ol Jesus*, 
that the\ had If' cnc'd no iditbfr damage. 


The mo-'t con opt heart has lU ro.a'iuiiiiM’-. 
to support It, in Its absnfdf^t nbtiuns and 
most I ri mi rial Actions. 

•' Let these gu thur u^,] Whtft tciidei' 
ness was here towards tho^o who hed so 
lately negiech'd him, (sleeping while hi 
was in snuh an extreme agony ) that yet 
he would uolsuiTer them to bo teinihd 
by soiuiiohas a short ntiprisonmcnl ' and 
fhe'jf^ids also iiiiimate.thaT he intended 
lir^iWly to disuiiss tbcmi, as probabl\ 
C (onsenientlu appear hr- 
imVe Ills judges with stah an attorid.mee 
His disciples, pei'hups, might oontidoi 
this speech as anovuse for their forsak- 
ing him, blit hadtiicy \H‘»ed ii m a iiist 
light, it would rathci h.ivt .ippiaied.i 
Strong engagement upon them to Ji.im. 
waited f)i that fair di-imssion winch tiui 
lord secMK il -ibour 1 1 qi\c tin m 



Mat 
XM. 50 


Luke 
xxii. 4*) 


490 They seize upon Jesus, and Peter cuts off Makhus*s ear. 

^ • 

sBcr. a condition of^nrrendering myself to you, which 
cixxxui.you niay easily perceive I could refuse if I 
'■^7*^ thoiif(ht fit. Anu this he said, that the saying ? That the saying 
xvmg/tc uttered before, might farther be illustrated w” 

and acmnpltshedi “ 0/ those whom thou, my them which thougav. 
‘‘ heavenly Father, hast given me, 1 have lost, cst me, have i lost 
*• and will lose, (See John xvii, 12, 

p. 469.) 

And then, as he was speaking this, they that Mat xxvr. 50, 
vrcrc sent to apprehend him came, and laid their 
mnds upon Jesus, and took him prisoner, with- je^us, and took him. 
out his making any manner of re.sistance- Norn [Mark xiv. 46 ] 
upon this, w/m hit disciples saw that they 
seized him, and began to apprehend icflMWi were about him saw 
be the consequence of these things, they said to what would follow, 
A/;«,Zort/,5Atf//w;^5WzVethese impious wretches him, 

With the sword? for we doubt not, but as few as ^ith the sword? 
we arc, thou caiist render tis victorious over 
this armed multitude, without staying for Mat. xxvi. 51 . 
his answer, behoU, one of them that 

Jesus, [even] Simon Peter having a smrrd, jesus, [John, aven 
stretched out his hand, and drew it with a rash Smion Peter, havmrr 
inconsiderate zeal, and smote a sei'vant of the 
* high^pricst, whose name was Malchus, who was fjoim. drew it’ aiidi 
one of^he forwardost, aiidseemecjl peculiarly of- struck a servant of 
licious in seizing Christ;* and he struck full at 
his head, intending to cleave him down, but his right car. riic 
the stroke gliyiced a little on one side, so that bcr^ ant’s name wa-. 

he only cut of hh right ear. xlv.'*?,"" LukP'uK 

52 Then Jesus, being determined to surrender 50 johnxMn, m ) 
himself into the hands of his enemies, and still 52 Then wid Jl- 
to shew that such a surrender was the effect. 


Mat. 

xwi 


' Jansenius justly observes, he should rather have .struck 

serves,,tbhtit was, hVemarkdble instance Jadu; but the traitor, perhaps, on giv- 
of the power of Cljfist over the spirits of lug the signal, had mingled himself with 
men, that they ^'!far obeyed his word as tne crowd; or Peter might not under- 
iiot to setae iPeter when be bad cut.ofi the htand the ^ftcberous design of his kiss, 
ear of Maiebus, or Joiin, while he stood or seeing Ma|l<|t)^us more eager than the 
by the cross, though they must know rest in his atil^k on Christ, lie might 
them to bate been of tlienuntbcr of luf ' postpone all other resentments to in-, 
most intimate associates. present sally of his indignation. 

/'lett '^tmoJt Pales ] None Uiis might seem a rourageons 

evatigclisl» but John, rn- ptions the it w-as really veiy imprudent; 
of PelPi on this oclasioh; whkh, had nb^ Cbri.st by some secret in- 
baps, the other> omitted, lest it should fluijince overaw#‘d their spirits, jt is very 
expose him to an> prosecution; but probable^ (ifs the piou> ^ir Matthew fl, tie 
John, writing long after his death, need- observes,) that not onU Pt ter, but the 
ed lit) such precaution. rest of the apo<>llcs, would ba^e been 

^ Smol* u s^rvanluf the high-gnest &C.1 cut to pieces. (Hale’s Contemplations, 
One would have thought, as l^islioji flail p ^j4.) 



is ranked for using his sMd: 49*1 

sus utito [Peter], Put not of compulsion, but of choice, 9 aid unto Petei\ sect, 
‘fv ^«rd into the sheath again; forV;^ 
.all they that take the W”! not have recourse to this, or any otli6ir iftfc- 
V;>r(i, shall perish thod of defence 1 and indeed, all that 

rJohax^m iT — pertsli by the swojd^ and they that 52 
^ am most ready to take up arms are commonly; 
the first that will fail by them ; which might be 
intended as an intimation, that the Jews, who 
were now drawing the syvord against him, should 
ere long perish by it in a very miserable man- 
ner, as they quickly after did in the Koman war : 
and that the sword of Dtvniu vengeance, in one 
form or another, would quickiy find out all its 
53 Thinkest thou implacable enemies. “And- besides, Peter, dostS'i 
tV mr'Fntner ^bink that I wafit the aid of thy feeble arm, 
?i7hl!“h“l'piK"n[; ai'l that I cannot now entreat my Father, and 
ivKivtimemon tiian have such interest- ^itb him, ihat he would pre~ 
twelve ^ jegiuiib of senlliy Jurnish me with a celestial army for my 
“ guard, marshalled in dreadful array, and consist- 

ing uf more than twelve legions of angels ? 

5 i Rut iinw then But how t en, if I should thus stand on rny de-5f- 
fliittiiihebcnpiurosbe fence, shall the scriptures be fulfilled) even the 
must be ^ very prophecies which 1 came to accomplish, 

which have so expressly foretold, that thus it 
must bef Or bow should 1 approve my sub- joim 
John ill —II. mission to him that sent me ^ You only look at xvin 
second causes, and have but an imperfect view*^‘ 
iju'/Xiii Hiot druik things ; but I consider all the sufferings I am 
it ’ now to meet as under a Divine direction and ap- 

pointment, and regard them as the cup which my 
f'alher has ^iven me; and, when considered in 
that view, shall I not wlffingly submit to drink 
it ? iiliall I not acquiesce in what 1 know lo be 
his wdP or would it be the part of a dutiful 
and affectionate Son to disjiilte the determina- 
tions of his paternal wisdom and love.? 

I '2 Then the baud, Then without any opposition he surrendered 1 .i 
himself into the hands oi those that came to ap- 
' picbeiidhim: and all unitnig in their enmity 

’ against him,:s(^e Roman soldiers, with 

Mote than t'xilcc l,i>uins H/ quitch [ gencrjl'i. (See note ® on Lukw 

The Roman niiniO'9 lu 10 eon[ir>(;Aod of lo' un. 30. VoJ. 1 p. 333.) Jiuu' drcadful- 
giori'^, uhu h did nut alu.-iy$ cui^$t of the ly irrcsLtihlc would sm h an army of an- 
same uumhc-i nf men, b'li .ire C(»nipaUd gels lja»e been, when une of thm etjejs- 
at tlii'i tiiin tu ii.i\e Cuiit.'iiTK d nb six -tial bpintv was able to deslro> 1S5 .(jU() 

I) uuwsand, .iiid twelve legioi)<; were more ilbsyri.nis at uim stroke' .2'K>>'a^ 
iliaii vvcie cuimiiouly intrusted with tbmr 35 



4d!t ' /(fw submils tif ifis 'enemies, ear, 

szcj.' ihe captain at their head, and the ^Jewish officei^ andfbe ctipvita, •«»* • 
'M9J*«’*that cacpe with them, seized as a male- jjgua® 
factor, flwd preset)tly bound him to prevent his bound him. ’ 
xxii. 51 . escape. But as they were binding him, Jesus Lw xxii. 51. ‘ 
mmeredandMul, Suffer j/e at least that 1 may ^ 
have my hands at liberty thus far ^ end stay but thus tar> And he 
for a moment, while 1 add one act of power and touched tns car, and . 
compassion to those I have already dohe: 
calling Malchus to him, he touched his ear, and 
immediately healed him,^ 

I ' 52 ' Then Jesus laid in that Same hour to the chief i 2 Then Jesus said 
prieels. and to thec^tains of the temple guard, » SpS, 
and to the elders of the people, or to those mem- and captain* of the 
bers of the sanhedrim vah'o, (as w'as said before, temple, and the el. 
p. 481,) were so forgetful of the dignity of their to”inm^ ra«d to 
character, as to come to him tbeniselj*es with the 5bi"mu*ititIIdes]” Be 
dregs ol' the populacd, a't th'^'oQseasonable time, ye come out as 
and on this infamous occasinp : to these he said, ^an'r^stavrs 
\and] to the multitudeihsx now surrounded him, 

For what imaginable reason are ijou come out [Mat. xai, 5.).— 
agaifi'st me, as against a robber that would make xiv. 48 ] 
a desperate resistance, armed in this way with 
swords and staves, as if you came to seize me at 
53 the hazard of your lives’? When I was with t>3 when l was 
wueverv^t, as 1 bare been for joine time past, 

[and] publicly sat teaching in (he temple, you temple, yo [Mark, 
had Opportunities enough to have secured me, took mr not, und\ 
if there was any crime with which you coukl 

, , j ^ , hands against me ; 

have charged me ; yet then you did not appre- 

“ lie tottched hu enr, find healed him.] from whence there were tlctachmciil!, 
A« this was an act of great eoropaSMOn, sent at the time of the feastn, and posU'd 
so likewise it was an instance of aingular in the porticos of the temple, to suppress 
wisdom ; for itwoold elK'ctuaity prevent ^ any tumults among the people, when such 
those apd ccasures on J^esos, ‘ great numbers flocked together.— 'But 

which' rolabhe^ of Peter’s attack for these captains of the temple spoken 

might qtherwj^^kve occ.wioofld. of by Lake, there is no doubt but they 

^ the icnfle-] There iinww Jewish officers, who are said by John 

was iode^' a Roman guard and cola- to have attended with the former; of 
mandmg officer which attended near the whom it is to ^e observed, that as the 
temple during the time of the great frasts, priests kept srhteh m three peaces of the 
in order to prevent any seUHion temple, and the Levites in twenty-one, 

Jewa . (see JosApb. Antiq, lib. (SoUeir leaders were called f(»hyot if 

4. [“I nnd Bell. Jnd nrK^iam of ihe temple, and Josc- 

5 [al ^ 8.) And this appca^ij^*,.^hus more than onco fpe.-ik*. of one of the 

he the bond and captain mentioned wre 'jcwish'ime$ts by this title, (Autiq lib. 
bySWJh, vcr. 12, where the word in tbo atx. cup, d'[AU.4], f 2, cap 9 [al 8], & 
igm^Al is which plainly 3, and Bell. Jtid. hh. d. <^ap. H, § 2 ) 

it was a Roman offieetf and is the (See Dv. Whitby in loc. and Dr. lard- 
^^tle to Lysias, (Acta xxw 81, Jr sq.) tier’s Citdib. parti. Vol. I. book i. ch 
who wasci^mandcr of the garrison kept li, § 15.) 

- ; by the Romans in the castle of Aatuiua ; 



. disciples forsake him^andf^. , 493 

but tiiibji your hour, [o?'] offer to stntch out {^our] hands sect. 

darkoess ^Mtxxvi ^ know the reasoU better 

Mii *5?. you yourselves do : you have hitherto been tot 
► 49 — ] under a secret restraint^ which is noty removed ; 3 j;xn. 

* ’ and this is your hotn\ in which God has let you 5'i 

loose a^inist me, and the power of darkness is 
now permitted to rage with peculiar violence; 
for It is under tlie instigation of Satan and his 
infernal powers that you rfow act, with whatever 
pious names you may ailect to consecrate the 
Map. xx\i. 3<5. deed. Andm all //m.s I know, that both you 
i;«‘ J'lio “'.'J ‘•’•’y “'■® “Wf-f'leJ by Divine Pro- 

tiiresofthe piophets vidcnce, to accomplish events most contrary to 
niiBiit be fuiiiMed your own .schemes; and \tu done^ that what is 
[Mnik XIV— ‘19.] written concerning me in the ,\criptures of the 

prophets mi^ht he fidjUlidy I therefore resign 
myself into your hands, though I have given 
yon abundant evkitoc that 1 am not destitute 
of the means of deliverance, if I was inclined 
to use them. 

disMilbs ''^"forsook disciplesj who but a little while 

iiinj, audib'd iM.uk hcforc had solemnly protested that they would 
-'O] never leave him, when they now saw him bound 

in the hands of Ins enemies, according to his 
repeated predictions, yi;rfooA‘ him and Jicd 
each of tlierii shifting for his own safety as well 
' as he could, and seeking to shelter himself ci- 

ther among friends or strangers. 
aiark xiy. 51 jdrnl (I (crtain youth, who was lotlged in a 

And lliere tollowud , ^ i j i i i i \iv .>J 

him a ci rtain young nousc near the garden, and was waked by the 

P '/hat the scnplures the prophehmi^hi what suleono promises they had ma.K- of 
be Jii{fillcd \ This was a considi raliofi, a courageous adherence to Chrut; but 
wlucL, if duly applied, might have pro- also what an agony they had just seen 
vented liis divoiplos from being offended him in, what zeat he had afuw oiuincnts 
jt hib sudurings and it strongly inti- before sltesfiid io theirdofence, and what 
iiijies, that he btdl kept irp the cUini amazing power he had. exerted to terrify 
whicli he had formerly made lit being the hin enemies into a cORipHascc with liini 
MussiaU; and that whai he was now to paijt of hb demand which reiated to (h<' 
go through, was s^i f.ir from beiug at ail safety of his friends He had abo at tl t 
lacunsistent with that claim, that, ou the same time intimated his purpose of vn - 
whole, It was absolutely iiucssary, inor> them a speedy and kind ditiinissinn . ' 

derto make it out to full satisfactuin. , it was very indecent thus to run 

4 All the duciples forsook fnm and ./iledil^'ipii^kithont it, especial! v as Chi ibt'b pi o- 
Ferhaps they vne afraid that the eontiimcd ^l»<^fulne»^ in 

of Peter iihonld bu imputed to thctn all, church, was equivalent to a pnmiihc 
and might bring then lives into danger of their preservation, whatever ddugci 
But whatever they apprehended, their they might now meet with. But uni 
precipitate flight in iliosecircuinstaDces, tord probably permitted it, that we might 
was the basest eonanliccand ingratitude, learn not to depend tovi confidently even 
considering, not only bow lately they on the friendship of the best of men 
bad been warned of their danger, and 



^4 jReJleetions on Chtisi*s biding betrayed and Mppreliended. 


SECT., uoise of this tumult, having an affection for Je- «»»» haviog a lintn 
and apprehMding him in danger, arose out 
of bed with nothing but a linen cloth in which young men laid hold 
^Xivv 51 1^® thromi^abmt his naked My; and he/o/- on him. ^ < 

loaded him a little way after the rest of his dis- 
ciples werfe gone, transported into 'a forgetful- 
‘ ' ness of bis own dress, i)y his concern fpr Jesus : 

.and] the young men that made a part of the 

f uard, suspecting he Was one that belonged to 
esus, laid hold on him. Hat Ac, leaving the 
'■ . *Afe/ which was wrapped about him m ‘ their 
hands ,, away from them naked^ in the utmost 
consternation. . After which Jesus was led to 


the palace of tlie high-priest, and condemned ‘ 
tberOi in the manner which will presently he 
related. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Tiir heroic behaviour of the blessed Jesiis^ in the whole pc 
nod of his sufferings, will easily make itself obscrveil by every 
John attentive eye, though the sacred historians, according to thtMr 
UMial, but wonderful sin>pliaty, make no encomiums upon ir. 
xxvi, 30 With what composure doe^s he go forth to meet the traitor! with 
what calmness does he receive tnat malignant kiss! With what 
dignity does he deliver himself into the hands of Ins enemies, 
52, 53 yet plainly shewing his superiority over them, and leading as ii 
were even then captivity captive / 

John We see him generously capiUibling for the sufetij of fits friends. 
^ while lie neglected his own; and aft(’rv\ aids, not only, 

^^all the defence they attempted to make, but curing that uound 
which one of lus enemies had received in this assault on him. 
'With VI hat meek niajejJty did he say, Suffer ye at leiist thus far ' 
l.ukp he touched his ear, mid heakd him. Wo hoar Ins words, \vc 
x\ii. 31 belioldhi^.fuctionfi with astonishment: but surely our indignation 
must rise within us^ when we see .so amiable and oxcellcnt a Per- 
47, 48 sou tbhs inj9%l and abused; when we see the Son of man betray- 
ed with.aMsifi betrayed by his intimaic' friend, who \vxA eaten of 
hre(td\ arid yet lij^ted up his heel against him ; (John xiii. IS.) 
' ^^‘and « ihc same tiitjc Jorsaken ky all )ti's distiptis, even by him 
whom be mpst tendeicly ^ho had so oiicn leant on his 

bnsrm. Let us not wond(S^®&j^*of our friends jjrove false; 
and others seem to forget jiaye the greatest need of 

iheir a^'iltancG. ^^y.hen we di4erveso much\jei>sfrie?7d6hip than- 
CAn|5f,di(i, let us not think it strange, df we find but little more. 
No^J^n we reasouaWv be much amazed, as we might oilier- 
.ToIjo \vis|^nav<^))e.'n, to sec i^iiin'ers'uoinii oir under the most awful 
rjssfttM’ or Providence; when we consider that these wretches, 
12\vfiQ, j)ad been struck down to the ground by oncK'oiv/ ot Chrisi\ 
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mouth, should immediately rise up and stretch forth their im- SF.rr. 
-jjious hands against him, to seize and hind him; though they 
might well have known that they lived only by his indulgence''"*"''^ 
• ana forbearance, and that ihe same u'ord that struck them down 
'it the ground could have laid them dead there. Touch our 
heai'ts, 0 Lord^ by thy grace, or it will be in vam that we arc 
smitten with thy rod! 

Jn all the remainder of this stoi^, let us remember that Jesus 
voluntarily ga/ve hintselj up to sufferings, winch he circumstan- 
tially toivknew; even though he could have commanded to bis 
assistance whole legions of angels. If is Father's •will was an 
answer to all that nature could plead in its own cause ; and the 
good band trom which this cup ot h:s severest sufferings came, x\iii. n 
reconciled him to all the bitterest ingredients it contained. How 
reasonable then is it, that we, who, having had fathers of our 
flesh thot corrected us, subniiUed to the rod, and gave them re- 
verence, s lould much rather, after the example of our innocent 
and holy Uedeemer, be in suhjectwn to the Father of onx spirits, 
and live! (Heb- xii. y.) 


SECT. CLXXXIV. 


Jesus is conducted to the palace of Caiaphas: Peter follows him 
thither, and denies him thrice. Mat. XXVI. 5T, 58. 69, to 
the end. Mark XIV. 53, 54. 66, to the end. Luke XXIf. 
^1,-62. JohliXVIIl, 13—18. 24—27. 


«.NXvm I t. ^ johnXVIII 13. 

Uuy led him 'pHE officers and people having thus appre- sect. 
away to Annas heiided Je-^us, ui the manner described a-''i'xxiv. 

.'h.-r-,nji.''''to“'cat ^ove, Mfji Ld him may from tlio garden 
phas, which was tiio Gethsemaiie to those who had employed them, xviu. 
high pnost that same and brought him/^vt to the house ot Annas; Jor 13 
^ he was father Jn-law to Caiaphas, who was high- 

priest that year*, or bore the offic^atihat time : 


* Ijrd him azaay^first to Annas, ikc.] It necessary earc to picpare raiaphaa for 
appears from Josephus (Anttq. lib. miii. recening him, as be could not hut know 
cap. 2. fai. ^ 2. p. 873. llavercainp ) that this was a most critical jiiiuture. 
that Annas, whom he calls Ananus, had not read of anv tlini^ icinaikable 

been high-pncst before his son-in-law wM^^.passed at the house of Annas , for 
Caiaphas; and it seems to have herd by ' .which reason his being earrrd thither h 
his interest, that tirst b'leazar bis own omitted by the otlier e\ anj^eluts. Cyril 
•on, and then Caiaphas, who married his adds it/si ar,tru\ci,v airlev othfjLmv a-p®^ 
daughter, and probably bad been his de- Kaiafror tpp and they sent tfim 

puty, obtained that dignity so thbt fynml to ('maphtu tie htg/i piiei,t , which 
though he bad resii'ned that office him- addition Eia'^mus, Me/a, and many oihi rs 
‘.elf, yet the people paid suihueh regard have thought itneecssiry to-nJmit, both 
to Ills experience, that they brought Je- to account for the word vtpu/lo/, Jmt, in 
'■‘.<5 fir t to him j wlio, no doubt, took all the preceding tlaiise, and to reconcile 



40(5 . Thence he is sentp Caiaphns^ whifher. follows him 

SECT, jind Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high- Anna*— 

pf.it.st, as judging it most proper^ that the rest of h.gt- 

the council sfiould upon this occasion be con- priest.) - 

XVJH veiled at hig palace. Now this Caiaphas u'as u Now Caiapha? 

• o'ihe whom we, mentioned above, (John xi. 40'- ,o^h^ Ss' 

1151^ sect 141,) who gave it as his advice to the ttwt it was cxppdirnt 
Jews, that it u'as fit, that one man,' thpuoh in- that one man shouM 
ii4^eiTt, should die for the preservatidh of //,g ‘•‘e P«‘'P ®- 

people: in vvhich words he uttered a kind of 
oracle, which (as we there observed) contained 
a far nQl)lcr and suhlicncr sense than he himself 
intcnvlcd or understood. 

Mat. Andthey who had apprehemlcd Jesus, took and Mit. XXVI. 

him m>ay fmm Annas like a criminal in ““I, “ 

bonds, and according to the directions winch ^L„kc, took lum 
Annas had given tlietn, brought him to the pa- and] led him away, 
hce 4 Caiaphas the h^h-priat, where, though 
It was now the dead time the night, all the of] Caiaphas tho 
i'hitf priests, and the scribes, and the elders, oT Wh'prir.«t, wheic 
the chief persons of the sanbcchiin, with their 
proper officers, met together on a summons as- 

from Caiaphas, and were assembled leilh him, sombicd [with him | 
waiting for Jesus to be brought before them. 

.Tobii though Simon Peter had at first forsaken xviii i * 

shifted for hiinself^.as the rest of And Simon ,^i*cii*r 
his companions did, yet afterward be and aiw- 
thcr disciple, even the evangelist John, bethought mber d'l'sn^io. Th jt 
themselves, and determined to return; and ac- dit-oipie wa^ Vvnwa 
cordingly they followed Jesus afar desiring P'*^''** 

-^1 1 i- i: \ *1 and went in with. Jc- 


to see >vhat would become of him : and as that 


Mils into thu ]):il.Lci' 


Other disciple was known to the high-priest,^ he of the high-piuMi. 
was admitted without any objection or impedi - xxm 
mcm, and went into the palace of the high -priest, 
with^stsus, and the guard ^hat attended him. iij But ^ter stood 
' Hut^Pete}', who had no interest or, acquaintance door without 

tliefe, ^/(i^‘,waitiiig without at the door: that 


Juhu wilh'lbe'dUicr evangelistu, who all or else they could not have followed him 
a^ree, tlial the scene of Peter’s fall wat ut some distance, and yet be bo near 
the pjlicc of ('ai 9 pha<i, luit of Anitits. to be ready fb go into Caiaphas's bouse 
Vet, ns alihokt the same words oci^i^t'.hl ,witl| him. 

ter. It to tranS£N||{^"il^t^. « That thiaph vtns knt.KH to the hi^h- 

\ and iittroihice it here; whi^IrM^ W'« cannot iinagine the nc(j|uain- 

f mated in''lhe margin of some of taiioe was very mtiinate, considering the 

hies. — Fuf the phrase of being high-priest great'divmity of their rank and station 
tA.at year, see note I ofi Jolui xi. ^9. j[^. ih life; but a tliousjnd ocourrcnis s oc* 
C’j I, casion some knowlcdifi' ol each olhci , lir- 

l» /yioncd Jemi afar of] It appears tveen person? whose condition- aie as 
fi om hence, that Peter and John recover- niicqual. 
fd tlu’mseTreS f^uickly after their flieM 



Peter is challenged by a 7naid^ as belonging to Jesus. 49*7 


othor disr.pic which other disdpk therefore, who was knoun to the st.ct. 

hfgh-priest, icent hit of the inner-room, 
spakij iiiilj’ hor that wliith .Icsiis w:is then earned in order to hi^ cx- 
•kept the dijor, and aiiiinatiofi, 0)1(1 spake to her that kept theioortow'iw. 
brOuijiit in PHti. cont^efit brought in Peter. 

l oKK XXII. V). had kindled a fire in the ynidst 

kmaied the the large halt ^ and Were set down together, Peter, 

inid-jt of the hall, and hoping to pass undiscovered by mingling vvith 
were sc*; d..wii toge* the rest of the company, sat down tunong theyri 
\^mnnx^\LVy[Z^h^‘^th the sei'vants, that he might beat hand t'e 
♦ho «oi\.iiirs to stp see the end of this affair, and warmed himsclj at 
ihct'inU [Maik.and while they \vcrc\ examining Jesus 
t'h^^ne.j xx circumstances which we shall afterwards 

:<s. .M.*rk x-o —34 1 mention.'' 


Maiik XIV Go. during the time tliat this important event Mark 

4 n'i .as I'. tci [sat was depending, as Peter was sifting among the 
Mm * d ifo"*^^theIp without the room vvhcrc .Icsus was exa- * 

< oin*.ih [unto him] mined, aiul thouglu to have continiuxliinsiispect- 
om> ol H)i! inatds ctl in {be hall hclmv, there unne to hun one (f the 
ot t>>r hi;rh-pne>,t 'njo id. servants belonging to the lamilv of the 

l.lol\n, the dams, 'I , , . ° T i w t ' j 

iii.ii kt pt the door } higii-priest, who was indeed ihe i>\xmedinnwl that 
I Mil \am ()0 — . (as we just now said) had kept the door: yJnditl 
' \'i'd ''imu Ihe ras he sataarmiyig himself by thefii'e, 

s uv Veto, [ f.'i k(*.'’at ''^heji ved her eyes earnestly upon him, and ohs-erv- 
ht sat bv the iirt j iiig 111 his cofititenance the apjH'aranet* of great 
w.'irmintihniist'if, she concern, she said to some that stood near her, 1 
m' u}] iipon ’him' ^diiiiot but tfiiiik that fhf\' muH is a follower of 
.1 d ” ‘.imI, I i,u\r! Ji’.sii'j, aiul was also one that used to be with him.' 


Tins m.i.i HH, iivj y,^,j ,jpo,, this presnniption she cli.ir^ed liim di- 
<-i ihis iiijTs's div'i- thou thyself also [p«e] of this imuds disciplvs^'^ 


/•'/ i'(r ,11' ! hnvH'Jl ut (he hre, while 
■ Iijv ( :.*'niniii,; .I.mis, A’, J It is 
, tli.it .ill tpf' 1 1 .iii^clis'ts re 
< nrd Hie l.iM -1 .'U'.d hoiio willi 

till .in', .1,1. 'i.'-, (it "iM.itPi .ifi.i’-r.i*. ition 
in M.ii'i, wii'i'.* j(. |)i i ■ ml tn have 
I Ml I ' \ 11' .11 (I ii\ i'fU‘1 itMiiivif, anti II)- 
■I'd wriih ) Irmn ' i-. pio.acinn" 
iiu'L* '* 111, M.ii k M I )l,p 47 S ) — I huuvh 
(iiii'i'' vs.i"iiinh')n ln|>;Kii'd diii'in^ 
Mils .11 i-nnl (win h nCiM loit'i Matthew, 
M.) k, .mil Klim t.i nterrupt tin- slni j to 
tcciimi tin,'., 1 I n.MT ehosi'’ .1' Lqko has. 
d '..f, i<i t.ak{‘ tin whole of it to-;/ rliiT, as 
h'^st 'I'lMiifr lilt di''jgii of this work. 

' 7 //'s m'lV (ii f/'in i ,th Her 

.and pt’iinjis we Mi,ty add, hci nffiee, 
"ill not I'rniilt us .o aiippose that she 
i I'i'ii 111 :lic L. I'd ‘11 “Mil the innltJ- 
tn:, !l 1 


tnde that ajiprt'hiMi ird .lesns sihe tliore- 
fore must guess by IVtci's coutittMinnee, 
that he was one of hs friends, tmle.S‘) 
]»ossit)ly she had 'een them to^Pthei in 
tlip tcmplp or elsewln rp, ■ 

f Alt not tui'ii dot mu iff this imn'i (n-- 
tipki'f] t)iic \t(j‘.ld imagine tio.n the 
Wold wliLii it i> letul in the eon - 

neotioii John has pkued it in. Hint in this 
quv»t)un she retn'ii vl t,> .iolm , .is if slip 
had apfil, Alt not thon one, .is w» II .is thy 
CianiJaniMu > \nd, it this weio admiited, 
itnmitd he a plain intiinatiuu, thaljohii 
acknowledged hnnaclf adiseiplpoH’hiisf 
But It uiuiit bp owned, that the otliPi 
r<.in« 'lists used the siine wcud \olso,\ 
thsiiith tlioy siiy noMjiiig of John’.s bPin;f 
wiMi l eter. 

K 



4fi8* Pefer di'-nm his knowing him; and the cock cj^oxcs. 


Ox;nxiv 


luke 

XXII. 


Mark 
.IV. 68 

.T..hn 
r\M. IS. 


There is a great deal of room to think it ; yea, I p'e'*'] And thou als-o 
am fully^satisfied that thou wast aho with him, Nazareth [’0^0:111^ 
even ivith this Jesus the Nazarene of Ga/ilce, lee.i [Mat x\\i. G 9 . 
who is now on his trial, ufjtd Peter was so wu. 56 . Joim 
surprized at this unexpected discovery, that he 
roundly and confidently //iwi Mm 

and said, IVoman, I profess that I am not J/m 

hi'i disciple ; my, that J do not so much as know saymg, Woman’ 
himj uar do I understand what thou meanest (Jvhn, i am iiyt,j 
in r barring me with bcMiic one of his associates ; 

^ ® ^ ,, , nti'hci im- 

tor I am sure thou inigntest as welt have lixetl iieista-.id I Mhatiliyu 
on any other pel^on in the company ^tnd up- saycsi.) Mat. xx\i 
on this, turning avvay as one who was afFionted 
at the charge, he wait out into the jwrtico, 
and while lie was there the cock crcic.^ An^lhe mit 

Jndthe servants and officers who had brought to theimrch, uud ihr 
Jesus thither, and were now wa.iting for the issue vock ciew. 
of his trial, still stood there in the hall, having John X\ iii —is 
(a.s was before observed) made a large ffre ty' And the scrvani^ find 

toaL's for they had been abroail in the night, '’‘' “'j ' 

and If was cnld,^ and ttu^ were xvarmtng them- ''Iff 
^ lives at the fire. Jnd Simon Peter, ha\ mg staid cold), .md ih.;v 
a while in the portico, where he not only inu^t 
have been incommoded by the sharpness of the diMilI tlitriuaiHi 
air, but w'as, no doubt, in a restltess commotion «ainu*d huuBili 
of mind on aecount of what had passed, came in 


y Ifi' (hiW’ft hm btfoe itinn oft ] How 
mubt tliC'i* people hr siii|)ri‘cd when they 
f 01, (a:i, Tio ilcMibt, some 01’ ihein did,) 
fhis timorous dibejplt' within the coinpa‘» 
of .1 few weeks vheu he w. is hi ought wuh 
John bf lore the Council,'' not only main- 
taining ihceqioe and iionour of ./esus,. 
but boldly chyging the minder of this 
Prince of Iilc on the chiot men of the na- 
tion, and solemnly umiiing them of tbeir 
guilt and danger in consequence of it, 
Acts n. 5 — J' 2 . Poihajis, when it is said 
ilui*. (\er. 13 .) that liuy look kmivelcttge 
ff I'tle' o'id John that th'y had been, with 
Jesu^, the meaning in iY be, that some of 
them ur then atCi-ndants, lenicrobcied 
Petei and John as the two persons .wbo 
had tolluwcd Jesus thus lar, whetl the 
rest ha I forsaken him. Compare JoliA 
\viii 15 |fl 6 

*• not know hm.} Jc^us was so 
public a person, and so well known to 
thousands, not at all in his inieiest, that 
this addiliotial falsehood was most uii- 
ureessary; and, as it frequently hap- 
jicn^, when people allow themselves to 


transgicss tl-e hoiiud'. of tiiiili, li 
more like to eniantjle and diseovei him 
tli.m to clc.ii him 

' He wut out into Ik' f/ortuo ) I aj>i»n - 
hend that the woid ■nyjno. nio^tevat f- 
ly answers to tiu* I aim woul imi, 

by winch maijy mlcipri tejs imdn it 
And, consifl^imp tin magnilu < u".* '■! ilie 
Jewish building', at tins lime, it i. na- 
sonablc to conelude that ihi* vim h be- 
longed to the high piio t’s palid, wa. 
some stall ly pi.i//a ui eolomi.ole . ai.d 
theiefore li hose ralhoi tu n not. i -t f. ‘iif 
m, than //ok/i, a wuid eijualh a|i;)li<ahl( 
to the meanest bmlilnit^s of tliat kind. 

^ The colI ertj)} It I-, stiaiige thi. 
circnnislance did not remind him of out 
laird’s preilietion and hrue; him .o si.ine 
sense of his siu , perlmps it dnl . .md he 
might iKurn pei 01 idi(i, ilut hi should 
be more eom.igeons if hf- wi’.h a 

md alUck 

• I'or U nns cohf ] It is well known, 
that the coldness of the nights is gnu 
rally more sciiMblr m Ihosc hotu i (’< un 
lues tint! attiong -o 



lie is again taxed iviih it, and denies him with an oath.- 499 

again, and, having mingled with the servants, sect/' 
stood at the fire-side to warm himself amongs^^'^'^^V 
Mil XXVI. 1. them. And Uihen he had thug been gone out 

ma 1^0 ti!e' returned into the hall, xxvi" 

jiorfh [Luko, afUT a d/tor a little ichiie another maid saw him again^ 7i. * 
Jiiiif whiii'i anoUiei and suid to them that Xi'ert there (as her fellow- 
Sl^a„T..Tufc “‘-•'•''ant had donejust before), W'l.atever he pre- 
themihiituirti there, tends, I verily believe /A/j man was also with 
Tiiih uihi. was bI$o Jesus of Nazareth: and presently she began to 
Tett tm'l them that stood by, Surdy this is 

lobay to thftn tijf»t [one\ of them that have endeavoured to bring 
''Mod by, This is une all the nation into confusion, and while he- would 
o!> 1 ^ 11 *'^?^— 1 ^ friend is crept in hither us a spy. , 

JoHN*^ ^x\ iH.— Thei^ therefore y taking notice of what both the^e John 
'j )— I'hoy-aid thcic- womeii had spoken, began to tax him with 
foic iiiMo him, Aie What liave we a ri‘bel so near 

his disnpjc?? tis? Let US know plainly who thou art • art not 
thou also, who pretendest to enter these doors 
as a friend, [e«e] of his disciples who has been 
Li KL xxfi.— doing so nuich mischief? ulnd^ as ho seemed T.uke / 
jh -- Anti uiiothf'r jp gp^at coiifusioii, another vhu I that stood hy,'^'^"- 
"ihovi aW ' ^ htfti perplexed, and theiefore charged it 
iiK'iu home U|)on him, tfWi/ It is eertdinly so ; 

ihoii art also [one] oj them, and deserves! to siiL 
‘Y'V; fer \\ nil 1 1 ly Master. And Peter, as he could Mat. 

rtrain 'i'mw('( 1 '^*fiH with it, that’'^’'*’ 

witii an oati , rr,i,n, ho might take ofY all suspicion of his belonging 
and saiii,j uwif;) again dt lilt d [him] in the siroiigcst 

nlrkMou’lhV anoath,"^ and said, Man, 

[ M.I. k M\ 71 ) . - wliy (lost thou talk thus ; I solemnly a.ssurc thee, 
f t tf \Mi -- 'jb. a,)/i call (iod to witness to it, that 1 am not one 
of them , and that indeed / do not so much as 
hioiv the man, but came in hither out of more 
euriosJtv, to learn the occasion of this pnhjic 
ahinn, Ivitliout the least interest in imn, or any 
concern at all on bis account, whatever may be- 
come of him 

luvi- \Mi «. Aiidwit he still continued there, imagining tnki* 

“1 ‘f’"' J that lie should now ho sali^ fiom aiiv fnrtliei 
(j hoiii tfier, an- clialicnjc, after a whiles aboitl the space vj one 
hour afer hi^ had thus denied him, another man 
m the coinjiany ajjinned that the for- 


liitfian oalh | T)r Clarke conjee- that wo iniglil thus be cautioned aiyam'.r 
flip's, Unit IVtirn.issi.i1( ml t()f.!llf.'iilor tint cxti.u igant rcqaid, which would 
lli.in diiv ol lh(« rest ol ilic .'it»"sil('S, (cx- aftoiwanls he demanded to liim and Ins 
.•(|,t IkI.i* the tMit('i), .Old to m.iki; preiended successor'i ClaikiV v^•^c‘rl• 
•ii-.K If m.iikilvi nil tiKi's i!ih'-coii(iiu*t, leni Sirnioie*, No. j). ‘23o. 



*^00 ' lie denies him a third time ivith cursing , and swearing. 

s^cT. ttier charj^e was just; saykg^ Of a tmih this inaTt other confidently af- 
cixxxiv. ',g jj follower of this Jesus ; “ 

" Oahlvan, and every was with him; for he 
■jiXIl. one knows that most of his disciples are of that «s a Galilean [Mat. 

Mark 

ii*70. said to Ptleragain, iSwrt^fyitls xiv.— 70. 

as this man asserts; and, notwithstamfing thy A>>tl they that stood 
denying it, there is no room to doubt but thou 
art also [one] of them y for thou ar/ ceitainly 
a Galilean, and 1 know it, said one that was faUo]arto«t' of them; 
there, by thy speech: for such I have observed ‘houart a Gah- 
♦o be tby dialect and accent, as agrees [to that] I'greetb 
country, [and] plainly discovers thee to be ot beuraveth thee j 
Galilee, as most of this man’s seditious followqrsl '‘X'l — '73-] ^ 

fiigh-pnciity being a relation oj ms whose ear o( the; binh-pnca 
Peter had cut off, pressed the tharge home up- (bf»>g his kinsnian 
on him, and saij How can voo have the assnr- M m,t“l 

ance to deny it r 1 ake heed what you say : did s^^ihec mtbe garden 
not 1 myself see thee in the garden uith him f 
Mark Then Peter, being terrified to the last degree Uohi^'^ retcr 
v^xvi. 7 'hq Qf ihg danger to which he should be demed acaiti, and] 

exposed if ho was discovered to be the person began to luise and 
that made the attack on the servant of the high- f'J I'jJ'low 

priest, which might in such a circumstance ex- nj[ wiut tiiou hay- 
pose him even to capital punishment, denied it ebi,] i know not 
again more violently than ever; and, 

might not any more be called in question, he „nmuUdtciy [Luke, 
began to curse and to swear, and solemnly to while uc \tt^i>aki] 
imprecate the judgment of God upon himself 
if It were so; [saying] as he had done before, 71 ^ !_ 1 .,,^,. 

I tell thee, man, 1 know not what thou meanest wii co Joim wm 
by such a false and groundbss accusation ; / do 2 '' 1 
not so imich as know this man of whom you speak, 
and was so fer from being iu the garden with 
him, that l ain absolutely a perfect stranger to 
him. i^ndhehad no sooner thus denied him 
in this shocking manner, but immediately while 
he yet spake, the words of Jesus were fulfilled, 
anti, according to the warning he had given 
him, the cock crew the second 
» 

” 7kf cock crcip.] To reconcile this but this is so unnatural an mteiprcfatioji, 
with what the .Tews pretend, that all that, rather than ndmi' it, oiuj wuuldqut;-.. 
the cocks med to be removed out of Je- tion the truth of thai Jtwibh tiaditmii; 
rusalem ot the time of the passover, nr conclude, thal il tin* custom it a'^'.ort^ 
some would render ^ 7%r did prevail m Chi i^t’s lime, some cock 

rtatchmen proclaamd the fiour of the pigAl: was accidentally left bchiud, or letuincd 



The cock c?m’s again j and Jesus lookmg on him, he repents. 501 ’^ 

Jesus having been examined by the srer. , 
and loSc^'^upon'pi*- ^^^*"^** a’ more retired room, was 
ter: and Peter re- brought back into the hall, while tbcv worc C 0 Fi-''T'''^ 
m^embered the woid suiting wlial they should do wilh him, so that 

hoi^heSsaiTui hearing when Peter thus un-6l 

to him, Before the gratefully deiiicd him ; and hearing such shock- 
cock crow fviark, mg language from a voice so familiar to hnn, 

dreadful words proceeded out of 
XXVI — >75. Mark xiv! his mouth, the Lord turned about, aiid looked 
J upon Peter with a mixture of earnestness and 

tenderness in Ins countenance,* which, through 
the secret energy of the Spirit that went along 
with it, pierced him to the very heart : and then 
Peter recollected the word of the Lord Jems, how 
he had said to him but lliat very evening, Be- 
jore the coch crow twice, thou slialt dem/ me thrive. 

(See Mark xiv. 30. p. 477 ) /tnd Peter collides 
"" '“".g?'’ pif “'“"J sigiit 
ho thought thereon, his injured Master, but immediately went oiil^ 
ho] wept bitterly, quite Overwhelmed with grief and sliaine, and 
Mark \iv^— 7 M fA/s head] withnis mantle, he sivi- 

^ ously reviewed that heinous crime, in wdiich he 
had discovered so much weakness and ingrati- 
tude ; and wdien he attentively thought there- 
on, and entered into all its aggravating circum- 
stances, he wept bitterly, and most earnestly in- 
treated the Divine pardon for so great and in- 
excusable a sin. 


imubscrvnl to this place*. 'I'hr* huiry of 
huoii A iiiijht this, might h.iM' ycc.i- 
Muiiffl muth gic.iter iieglfcts Ukui this 
suppopfs 

o tnd Veter ’Aent ] It is observ- 
able, that Luke iiitwo or three lines here 
o.ills him three U,nes by the name of Pe- 
ter, that menlorablu namv which ('hnst 
had given him v.'ith a parhciilar view to 
that fortilinh* and resolution with which 
he was to defend the gospel- peihaps 
thereby intending to inliinatc, how low 
this courageous h"ro vv.is now fallen, and 
yet to whdl a height of lioly tnagnani- 
mitv h" vTaa aFterwauls raised, .iiid there- 
by enabled to M.ot'l .ts a rock in tbatsa- 
ercdidu^e and tnllv to answer the 
name with vvhich his Master had honour- 
ed him. 

I* And coverin’’ An Acrid with his man- 
'Ak ] I'aphelius, and some learned cri- 


tics, would render jTrr^rtXwy, ihrovma /, un- 
self out of the companif in a passiunaU 
manner, which it is veiy probable be dnh 
but others, and particulaily Klsnei, ((.lb- 
serv. Vol. r. p. 165, 166), and Lambcit 
Bos, (Exercit. p 21, 22), with much bet- 
ter authority, would tr.in8jatc it, ratiirmg 
Au fund, which was a token of mourning, 
and bhanie well becoming Peter on this 
occasion. (Compare 2 Sam. xv. dO, 
P'sih. VI. 12, and Jer siv. 4.)— As foy 
our version, {nhen he ihou»ht Mcreow], I 
can find nopm-'jage in antu|uity n vvhich 
the word has such a signitic.itioi); though 
to be suie that phrase expresses what 
Was truly the case I have therefore in- 
serted it in the paraphrast, as 1 would 
take every opportunity of paying all the 
respect to so \ aludble a translation as 
onrs is in the main. 
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I^cflcctions on Peter's denial of Christ. 


IMPROVEMEN’I. 

SECT. How loudly does this alFecting story speak to us in the woids 
the apostle. Lti him that thinkefk hestanddhy fake heed lest 
<v)at. he Jail. (1 Cor. x. 12.) Peter professed the warmest zeal; and 
3^xyi. gave his Lord repeated, and, no doubt, very sincere assurances 
;69— 74. jjjg firmest resolution in his cause; and yet except Judas the 

traitor, none of his brethren fell so low as he. But a lew hour.s 
before he had hccyi with Christ at the sacred table, and liad heard 
from Ins own lips those |;racious discourses, which, as echonl 
hack (rom his word, do still strike so strongly on the heart of 
every true belicv'er.. He had just seen those words leinarkabh , 
and even miraculously, verified, that Je.sas having tuecd his ou'n 
that were in the xcorldy loved than to the aid. (John xiii l.) 
How reasoiialily then might it have l)i‘en expected, that his own 
should also have continued their most zealous and constant uL 
fection to him! Bur l etcr, who, if possible, was more than 
doubly his as a disciple, as an apostle, as a distinguished inti . 
mate, most shamefully dentes him ; and that not only onte^ hut 
Mark a sccoiid, yca, and a third lime, even with oaths and curseSy as if 
' be would by that diabolical language give a sensild(^ proof ih.il 
he did not belong to Ohnst : ami who indeed that lunl heard ii, 
joiin would have imagined that he did? Nay, to aggravate it yet far- 
thcr, it was done in the presence of the other disciplt.*, and even 
Viike Christ himself, who surely was much more painfully womidc'd 
xxii. 01 . by this perfidiousness of Peter, than by all the lagc and fmy of 
his enemies. Lord, what is man f What is oui hirastcd strength 
hut weakness! and, if we are left unto ourselves, how' do onr 
most solemn resolutions melt like snow before the smi ! Be tlwii 
surety Jor thy servavts for good! (Psal. cxix. 122.) 

Jne hird turned and looked upon Peter. So may he gi-acious- 
ly tf)ok upon nSj if we at any lime majve any ajiproacli towaids 
tiie like sin ! May he look upon us with a glance which shall 
penetrate pur hearts, and cause floods of pcnitent'al sorrow to 
flow forth! Peter went out and wept bitterly. He (juiited that 
dangerous scene whore lemptaiiun bad met and van(|mslied him; 
and chose retirement and solitude to give vent to his overflow- 
ing soul. 'J'hus may \vc recover ourselves; or rather thus may 
we be recovered by Divme gra^’C, from those slips and falls, 
which in this fV"il state we sbajl often be making ' l.et us ivtiic 
from the business and snares of life ; that we may attend to the 
voice of conscience, and td’ God speaking by it ; and may so 
taste the wonnuond and the gaily that our souls may long have 
them in remcmbiaDce. d'o conclude’ let us esjiress the sincc- 
ri»V of godiy sorrow, by a mote cautious and lesolute guard 
.igainst the occ.Mons of sin, if we uoni^l not be j'-mel to trilie 



Jesus is examined at the high-pries fs lialL '^^3 

uith God when \vc pray that he would not lead us Vito {cmpfii- 
’fioHy but would deliver us from evil. 


SECT. CLXXXV. 


Ji'.siis IS examined at the htgii-pviesf s hall, and ofttmivuU con- 
demned by the sanhedrim on confessing himselj to be the Mes- 
siah. m. XXVI. 3 y~ 6 S. ‘Mark XIV. 55 — 65 . Luke 
XXII. (t'i, to the^end, John XVIII. 19-r>23, 28 — 


hi- 


(Joutllij 


if) Ir.-.iis.i 

' llti, I t«pak' «|K iilv 
(In Will' I, i (scr 

{,Mij:>lii III 111 

crv^iK’, and 


Win i‘) XVIII. 19 

'Tnir iii^dviniosL WE now return to the examination* of Jesus 
■* - afckfi Ji' ' before the council, the thread of the story 

having b. •en a little interrupred on the sad occa- .i 
sion of Peter’s bill. The high-priest therefore 
asked Jesus, as he stood before him, concenwiii 
hi.s disciples, and concerning his doctrine: what 
it was tliat he taught, and with what view be 
bad gathered so many followers. 

Jesus answered ktni, and said, What J hcivv.2(» 
taught lias been delivered in the most public 
manner, and I have spoken openly and freely to 

the xcorld, I have always, as I had jiroper oj)- 

T.mpio MhitiH'r iiie ,,yrtu„,ty taught hi the synagogue, and in the 
'to'’ temple, iMther the Jenscontinudlt/ resort in tlio 
1 said iKdiim:; greatest iiiinibersj and have said yiothing in se- 
cret, even to my most intimate friends, but what 
has been perfectly agreeable to the tenor of my 
public disc nurses* )Vhy dost thou tliercfore r/vX 21 
me, whose tc.stimony in my own cause will not, 
to bo sure be much rcffanled in such a ciicum- 
fahiiid, they kiii»H stfiiice as this, when 1 am standing as on a iiial 
h.it 1 said. lyj. jjfg } [fiQse that heard me, what 1 
have spoken to them in the whole series of my 
ministry ; for behold they know it, and I am wil- 
ling to appeal to any impartial person among 
them, as to the innocence, propiiciy, and use- 
ful ness of lehat 1 have said. 

’U And y>hi‘n hv Such was tlio calio and rational reply which 22 
lud thi.^ ^|)okeiMiii« [q those that examined him. But 

rw':";*,;.-!':: /«• ^ «///»■#- 

with the |>.iiiii of hi^ ctr.i belonging to the court, who tlien stooa by, 
hand, sayiiiij, \ii- rudely gavc .le.'ius a blow,^ saying, Dost thou ])iv- 



■Uiha 

Will. 


21 Whv a'jkcsti' 
nif ' a^'k tlu'in v.liit li 
in aid ini', [ 

ii.i'.o s.iid LiiiUillii m 


* .Mi/f « bhw 1 .'ts the woiU ?«- to bp doni cd from n Unff. oi 'inn, 

.ssnp!»>S''d by many rtymoloji^if BeVa would therefore rci.de. ,f. b<. -«fS’ 



K 

50\ False witnesses ure sought to put him to death, 

sect, sumo 10 answer the high-priest thus, by send- '!«ewst thou iij« 
«Lxpv |i,,n to others for a reply to his qtiestiun ^ high-priest bo> 

And Jesus j with liis usual mildness, answered -lo Jesus answpmi 
’xvm. him, Jj thou hast been one of my- hearers, and •'*'“> * havespok- 

ii3canst say that 1 at any time have spakcii evil, ®{* ''but‘‘ u 

citlier of God or man, in the course of my well, why ’ smiUst 
preaching, thou wilt do well to Atw thy tcsti- thou me - 
monij concerni)\<f that evil : ** but if I have’spoken 
?« 7 /, ivhif dost thou sprite me? Can reason he , 
answered by blows \ or can such a sober appeal 
to it deserve tlicin ? ‘ 

Mat JVow the chief priests and the ciders of the , 

'■^'■'• people, ^and the whole sanhedrim, witli all its 

^officers, not being able to make out a sufficient tin* cuuiuiV 
accusation against Jesus from such answers a.-- 
these, maliciously endeavoured l>y tin? vilest 
means to have something criminal alledged 
against him; and as they were determined to 
condemn him, tiiatthey might colour overthoir 
proceedings ‘.viih souve form of law, they sought 
forUtlsc ctidcuce a gainst Jesus, that thei) mi^hf 
put him to dtcith; and managed the trial in so 
partial and unjust a manner, that they did in 
elfect invite any of the most iiilamous of man- 
kind to conic and depose against him, with the 
jOassnrance of being lavuurably heard : But they • 

found none that Itilly answered their purpose;' 

himunthaUaJf; but Ihcword is appaiPntlv that the languapc of the hlnu w.is m il- 
u»eil for amj hlvK, uud to liiuit it, as our fn*t as if he had baifl, “ 'Ihis is wlial 1 
li'^i-'lulurs do, hJ uliat we eomnionJy call “ think your prcacluiig i'u>it\ ” Iji:i 
■I iliip on the face, doc^ not -eem reason as he hiinscdf seenis to it'‘-ii;n.wi iih' i le 
.iblo; thniigli Sill. las explains it so, and '-on fur tins blows incii Uk- 
Mat '39, iiitiiiiates it may have that rudeness of the jn>-wer Chii^t ii.v! iii.id. 
jCdsC to the higii priot, I have noi loll >w id 

If t hate tpohen etii, either of God or Mr Honnel in my par.ipi.ra'-e on tl.i i ic- 
rnan, in ilie conrsi of my prearbing, ceding verse. See lionne'.’b IJaiuioiiy, 
d^c.] The piotjs and iiigprinmb ]VIr Boii- page 36i2. 

licl, (whose eKdmpl.iry litc d<-cives lit- ' Sldu^ht Jar Jahe c^i'le.'i'c, — h/l Joirnd 
niicnt reading, and whO'.e hainioiiv IS in «w»c’ J A> this was a uieit piool of 
tilt niatri very judicious.) la the mil y Christ'siiniot'-nce, (fm ulluiwihtl.isi oii- 
wiitor 1 h.ivc met vrtli, who seeni<> to ledcratts might have been gl.uJ lo pwi- 
■iiv.’ll't t. lie of tills ilaiisc iHe rlwse iheir own hccuritj by iiiipe lolnn/ 

iiigi 1 the iisp of lilt word E/w'tA7i<7» foJr him,) so it i;. a bingultir nislaiito of tlir 
i'fiuiVi k’firkin^t ‘JO, Cl.) and oh- pOwpi ofCiodovci iiu ii's iiiiiiiU Ihai inr 

serves, that could not re- all the r vvardothtM t^n atim udukl ollei, 

ler to the ausWer in* hud just made to notwocoiiM t( nt witneosf - coLild h< jitu 
the lii|:li-pri(‘st, but might properly be eiULdtoLhiiigi him with .luv liio (inn 
usid as to the course of his preaching, Tos-ibly Iho ('s.( . ion ol Ins mn.oi'loi'- 
V Inch the high pr est had not iuard. lie poiM i m '.ti ikiir/ in tin ooi ml tin. , tint 
al'O -’'■.ipi ObC-i. that in ('.iil-t’s appf.3l to wcio most tij.w usl to st o 1, m, imglii 
hi, he,nti , the pr i-. n ivho smote ( hri-t iinimitl.iU* I’m '•pints ot m-i.h who O'ljl i 
v«' M.g'.i d out iiv l.is i yi , among ofh r-, o'lw'i v I'l' 1i i\ to i m pi( \ ."'."1 n?i n 
W!.'' iprl 1' ’ll V- aiil’.to^^ ii'd 



But they could find none whose testimony sufiicient. ^ 501 } , 


many false witnesses /i,;. thaugh maiw Jake witnesies e(PHey[and] sect. 

him, yet th>^ found 

yet found they none; sutiiciCMU; [/orj the testimonies they gave 
f fur ihtir witiiesi ^ot SO fiiv agree together, as that a capital sen- 
[Mark ^ passed upon him on that evi- 55) 

dence; since such a case required, at least, the 
concurrent oath of two persons. (See Deut. 
xvii. fi; xix. 13.) 

—60 .\t tiie last ' last, there came tico fake witnesses, 

[ihcie] caiiu; two nialicioiisly wresting some words he had fopiuer- 
iaLo w , [:Jo I relating to Ins own death and resur- 

wiiiu'ss against iiim.] rcctioii, vostup, undJakiijjtesiiJiea against him, 

[M.irk XV. iT ] Suijwg, Upon their oaths, /Vuif /Aw in t, 1 
M -And said, i hi^ hearing, I am able h destroy the temple of 
to diNtroy till ti'iii- (-’od, and to bund it up again uilline days: ana 
pit ot f}.i<i, ind to would any one talk ol tlestro} ing It, unless he was 
build It i.iUuioilJii.. enemy to tJiat holy place ^ or think of huild- 
ing It again so soon, unless he was in league 
Mark xiv.^i8. w ith Bcelzebiil) ? [IVo] one of them, design- M.irk 
AVc iKMid iiiinsay, I ,„p p, aggravate the matter, eonrulentlv affirm- 

pl!‘ ^hausnSulIh etC'’ h(wd him soy, I icill deslroi/ l/iis km- 
Ii.iikK, and .miIimi jw/t' t/iut IS made With hands, and in three days 
ihMo da\s 1 time /a?/// Aw/Zd up which shall he Wiudr 
VI '’.mil "lands * witliout tlio help of haiuis, 111 obedience tO'iny 
Hilt liuiii. I so commaiul. Vet luither thus did tlicir icsti- 
dill their vuuib!, a- exactly agree, nor was sufficient to con- 
irii.eto^tther ^ evidently .ijipears from comparing 

the (liffeieiii vtoi’tU in winch it was expressed, 
and as tliis tllff’erence was dbserved in court, 


they could not for shame proceed upon the eii- 
dciice .so as to condemn Je.sus to tleatli for w oi ds, 
which no two persons could prelenil to ascertain; 
nor would they indeed have amounted to a ca- 
pital ciiuu*, if they hail jointly been charged 
upon him. 

LiKh .wii 6.;. However, they resolved to try him in full 
council, even on tins slemler etidence, hoping 
that some further discovery would arise in ilie 
proce.ss ot the exaniniation. y/ud accordingly, 


•i Df'sigiiiii!; lu dumaiati' the maltiT, 
] rill'- 1 -^ () I Milt iii( t , .imoijg mqiiy 
utlii r>, in R'-Kdi till liovv nt iiialiuc li.is 
bci'u hi'dii' li, ovn n.iiiiins' it and iii* 
nn.’i M i'|‘ iii-d lip 1)1 il\i' \( rv ♦■strtt\a- 
^ ii< I ol vli • I « li n ( s vliiili Ind bimt 
!v nil I d .l■;.llll^t ii - It Is libs. I \ ablr, 
Ib.il r'lc void ivbicli ibuy llins misrp- 
pusentiid, weri- sj.t.tfi) by Cbtisl all<‘.is.l 


tbipc 5 'vais bitorc. (Compari' .lulm i. 
19, Vi)l 1 . p. 14i ) 'I’lieii puingbiiik '■ > 
far ti> limi mattci Kir the rii.irgc tbc. 
brought, was a filiinuiih, thini!;b sili'i'\ 
attes,ntioii of the unPM’L'ptmiubk’ m.m 
uerni Abii'lunir I-urtl h.iil b' iiattd hiii.-i 1: 
diiiiiip ill the Ojiirsi Ills I'-iblu in 
nisti\. 



,506 Uc is led atvayfmn thence before the sanhedrim. 


SECT, as soon as it was day^ after a very short recess, AndassoonasUna? 
eldm of the pe'opk, and the chief. priests and 
scribes, who made up the sanhedrim, as- priests and the scribes 
logeiher, and they kd Jesus away from ranic together, and 
[the house of] C^impAai the high-priest, to McjV 
council, or to that magnificent chamber where council. [John xvm. 
their court used to sit for the dispatch of pub- in.-] 
he business. Jnd, producing' what imperfect 
evidence they had, to give some colour to their gioodupm the midst, 
proceedings, while no regard was shewn by and asked jcsus.saj- 
Jesus to such false and frivolous accusations, what?s”il 

t/ic hi^h-pnest stood up in the midst of the witness 

council, and asked Jesus, saying', y'/wjwc?/ ag-nnst thoe> [Mat. 
thou nothing f IVhat is it that these men testify 
against thee? Is it true or false? But Jesus, , iJi'ai.sj 

knowing how vain it would be to plead for him- anhwcrcd nutinng 
self in so unrighteous a court, whose meniliers [M‘tt \.\\i. 63.-1 
came determined to condemn him, was silent, 
and made no replif. ♦ 

Luke j)ni ifn^y staid to him, Why art thou so mftch r f' 

upon the iv.ser\e'' Dost thou give up the pre- thou the ( hnst ' idl 
tensions thou hast formerly made, or dost thou And in- said unto 
still maintain them? If thou art indeed ///£?**“'"'• //**[**''*'*' 
Messiah, tell us plainly, and it will bring mat- 
ters to a short issue. ** .sdnd he said to them, If 
1 tell ^ou ever so plainly, 1 know that^yow will 
GSnot believe: Jnd if I also ask T you,] Whcie- , 

fore It i.s that you persist in thi.s imieasonable mp” n'ur'irt 

inlidehty, i/ou will only overbear me with re- mp go 
newed violence, and will neither answer nor dis- 
miss me. 


Mat. 
XV VI. 63 


Jnda^oin the high-priest answered and said -~ 

to him, "J’hink net that such evasions w'i 11 suffice i„gh-pMc« anMvrJrd 
in an affair of such importance as this : thou and s.tid mitn bun, i 
knowest I have a way of coming at the certain admre tiicc by the 
truth, and therefore 2 adjure thee in the most tcV/'itJ wh’pthcl-thon 
solemn manner, by the name and authority of 
the living (rod, whose liigh-pricst I am, and to 
whom he has committed the power of admiiiis 
termg tins oath/ that ihou tell indirectly, in 


tf fJiou (at ihc trU w ] Pro- 

bably tht-sp urctchci hopc-d to gain a 
grent.idv antage against Jesu.*i citht^r wav ; 
it h(' cuufi'sscd it, thi’y would coiider.in 
him on that contessiou ; and it he de- 
nied it, thoy Would expo-'C him on that 
denial, as ab.'iid to maintain thcprcten- 
.s)(iii!> lie had m'adc 


t To whom he has. vfunmittpd the 
power Ilf adiiuiii'.'tcriM;! this oath ] 'I'hat 
the JcHiish lugli-jiiii'sb Ind uideuNiicfi 
a power, inav .ipp* .ar from eoinpanng 
j5Xod. xxu 11, I tv. 1; and Pro^ 
sxix. 2+, xxx. 9 



adjured to tell zvhcther he be the Christ ^ he oxens if. 50"i 

be Ihe Christ, the (;{,£ plainest terms, a>/i(?//icr 'rri. 

God >^[ Mark xn!*^o j. Gver-blessed Godj or not ? ciaxxv. 

GV [And] Jesus Jnd Jesus boldly said to hiniy Thou hast said 
gaiih unto him, Thou {n^ht]y and mentioned me by my true and pro- xxv) 
n^vmheicss\""a^^ indeed “the Messiah, nor 54 

unto yon, Horoaftt r Will I ever rcccde from that claim : and more- 
shall je sk; the bon ouerr, though you may now rondenui me to 
rtM-hand[Lu°ke'rf de 4 lh for asserting It, yet / solemnly declare h 
the pr.m i of iu>d], ^ou all, 1 hat hereafter th(t ozy will come, when 
and <0111111!? in the yc shall Sfc the Soil of man y w'ho now stanils in 
iMUrt despised and lowly format voiir tribmml, 

\xu 69^] “ ' ^ exalted to all the dignity and glory which tliat 

high title imports, sitting at the ught hand of 
the power ’AX\i\ majesty of Gody'and comini* with 
irresistible strength i/i the clouds of heavniy to 
take vengeance on the proudest of his enemies.'’ 

Li-m A’MI 70 /ind upon this, as they were willing to make 

iht'ii viit] Uif>y .ill, of so important a confession, they pressed 

'^oiiol God ^ And he question again, and a/l saidy as in ' 

said until ii,tni, Ye amazement, Art thou then really the Son of Gody 
who is promised under the character of the Mes- 
Slab ^ and wilt thou actually abide and stand hy 
this (irofession, that thou art ? And he said (o 
(iicniy I will never retract it; ye say right, and 
may he assured that I am. 

, , , Then the high-priesty with all the . bvpo- -''f 'l 

n iiohi, clotlus sa\. lorms of pious indignation, rent Ins A 

i!i;.. iu- ii.iih spokiii clofheSy as in grief for the great dishonour done "^ ' 
Li.i-.i>iumv 1.1, at Qq(| ijy SQ oath,' and so presump- 

r.iiHicr iiivil hue wo ^ .. i ..liix i ; 

oittiiiio^Mi? i.i'iiuld tuous a claim, as he pretended this to be; and 
' hn saidy lie has now spoken the most dirctt 
hlasphemijy in professing himself to be tlie Son 
of the most high God : fVhat further need hate 
we of witnesses? Behold noxv ye haxe heard hh 


n' th it I ai'i, 


Mm. XXVI Gj. 


' (hull fiu\l said nuht ] Sociiotc', Mat. 
VWl 'Ji, M'Ct iKn. 

'■ ) < i/'iil iff Ihf Sou 'if mnn Sk.1' ] 'riicro 
'C' Ills a |)l nil rofcreiiop Iikk- to ilie i low 
lu whiuli the .Son fit man is ropK >»<‘iito<l, 
J).in. IS, 14, wilt 1. Iiois'-uid to </'nio 
wit!i tho climds oMic.iirii to recciio a 
doriniimn, fi,.o oi 'n .ipptai .is God did 
on nioinit bum, iii ■< chariot of oloucK 
altoiido.l liy ,iii;{<li<’ hots Oiir Tjfiid 
lookod \ory iinliko that (lorsiOii now , but 
nollvii'^ < otdd Im 111. no .iwfnl, nini''>ric, 
.ind l)00omiii,g, tli.ii snoli .in adnioiiilioii 
m liiosi (Mioiim lull O’ — J)i U'liiilo 
e\' I llontly piovo'’. in hii '^oto on iMalt 
\’Vi 111, that tin I i<;ht-laiul (it powiM wa 
plir^M-i'niiitali 111 tiitheiinhl-Iiaiitiol G'od 


’/ic'«f )ii\ i/othrs ] 'I'hough tne priC'''i 
was tudndilt’ii turmd his clothfs in soon, 
c.isos, V hen others were allowed to do it, 
(I,f\ xxi. -10,) yot in casoof hla'sjiiiciii' . 
01 any public caljni'.tt , it w.n tlionj'i-i 
allowabli*. (.‘•’ce 1 Mao. m 71, .iiid Jo- 
'•eph. Rfll hid. Iih ii 17, t, 3 'i)i.ii.i- 
plus thorefoK* b) ilus ai turn ospit.'.s- d 
111 the btrongi’st and luusi ailfiil in.niio i 
his horror at licaiin^ so vilo a « rof< h. ;is 
he pn leiidod .fobus was, thus (.l.iiiuim; 
the sfiiciciniity otor lui.ioi, aiidj s<.i! 
at th<' nght-h.ind oi God, and this v la r. 
jdjuii'd iipoii oath on s(, ^olntin an <> 
cjsiiin 



^ 508 They all declare he is worthy of deathi and abuse him, 

SECT, blasphemy with your own ears. What think ye yc have heard 
rixxxv. therefore as to the punishment he deserves ? ** 

They ansirered and said, He is guilty 0 / the 
JiXVI. notorious of all crimes, and deserves im- 66whatthiakye? 

66 mediately to be put to death; what need have ijerjufity of 
tee indeed of any other testimony f for wc our- death. [Luke, What 
selves have heard \it] from his own mouth. And "*'‘‘<1 a«y furtiier 
thus they all condmned him as guilty aj a capi- X’hl/ri,«Zf 
tal crime; and accordingly sentence was passed hi* onn mouth.] 

upon him, no witness <ippearing in hil defence, [And they all cou- 
antl none daring to plead his cause;’ though J*!: 
some or the council, who had a friendship for [-vjark xiv.— 64 . 

Iiim, and particularly Joseph of Ariinathea and Lukexxn. 7i j 
Nicodemus, disapproving these imriglitcous 
proceedings, eitlier abstmted themselves, or 
withdrew. (Compare Luke xxi;i. 50, 51, and t.ukk XXil 0 : 1 . 
John XIX. 38, sect, cxcii.) ' [Thru] the men th.it 


J.ukc Then the men that atterided the court, and '^'r\iirk*^°*^and 
Jesus in custody, finding lie was condemn- somcbviraii to ^pit 
cd by the sanhednm, insulted him with renew- [Mark, 

eti injuries and aflronts, and carried that mso- “"j 
lent usage yet further llian they had done be- hn [.Mat. N\ii 
fore;'^ for some of them with nulc indignity bc~ 
gan even to spit in his face, and to buffet him ; tiu-y 

64.'7;K/tf//((r.v scornfully abused and him • .,lnd^ hadbimii-fohkd him 
in derision of his title to the character he claim- [Mark, the st'rv.miisj 
cd, having covered his eyes,- the officers and ^ 
servants struck him on the Jace with the palms of thor hamUj, and 


^ They anvxrnd and ^ind, ITc ngwWjuf 
death.} A man who did not know the 
mighty iiithicuce of attachmi'iit t^an hy- 
poiheMii b^ frequent observation, would 
he astoniblied tint any learned, aecuiate, 
.iiid c.iiidid writer, bhould not be able to 
{ice the mark of a judicial process and 
sentence hercj .'ind > et should bce Uir m 
iu the case of Stephen. Yet this is reall ^ 
tliR case. 

* No witness appearing in Ins defemv, 
S'l I Dr. Samuel ilafris, in hi^ ObscTv.i- 
lions on the Old Testament (p. 101‘, 
siij. quarto edit.) haii, With much grc.ater 
kaiiiiiig and ingenuity than solidity, 
cndeavouicd to prove tins circuuistance 
ickrn-d lo in Uaiah' words, chap. liii. 
S, Who sli.iUdoclart‘hi< generation ? and 
his fiislaud smiud dissirtatioii prchxid 
to his c'.s''.i> cliinflv centre in this |K>iot. 

O' Carrn il tlwt iD'oh-nt usage yet iiir- 
tber than they had done before.) Luke 
HU'niiou<; these iiiJiguitios before his 


beinc led to the council, in which 1u> tells 
ns lie was fNiiinincd on oath, as abive . 
but Mallhew and IVf.'iik mention thnn 
as immediately succeeding liis being coii- 
demued, as guilty of blasphemy in tho 
answei he made when ad|urod by the 
high'pncbt; and do not so particularly, 
as Luke, distinguish what happened m 
his examination at the house of Caiaphas 
from otbci sub'-eqiicnt circumstances 
The atten me reader will observe, how 
they are formed in our compound text 
into one coDEiistcnt narration. I do not 
see It ncce.ssiiry to suppose, that Christ 
answered to two adjurations, the one 
some hours after the other. Matthew 
and Mark natursillv enough relate the 
whole of his examination together, though 
carried on 111 Imo diil'cient places, and 
it is probable *(jinc insults preceded, 
and others, >ct more Molcnt, followed, 
his being thics solemnly condemned bv 
the sanhedrim as i^mUyvf death. 



Reflections on the examination of Jesus by the Jeivs. 509 


i.'iked him, sayitij^, 
Vi(^i)iCBy ^uoto us, 
tlinii Christ,} who i& 
ho tli.it srnrjTcthce ?J 
I Milt. xxti. — 67. 68. 
.MaiK XIV — 65 ] 
t«5 And in.iny 
cthn thines hla«php 
iiiotislv spnkc they 
’.igamst jum. 


of their handsi, and on the head with staves : and, sEvr. 
in a scoffing and conteniptiious manner, asked 
hwiy sai/ing^ Now shew ns how thnii 
divine-, and, if t/ion art indeed the true Messiah, xxil. 
prophesy to w#, 0 \ikou\ Christ, n ho is he 
smote thee? Such were the vile indignities they 65 
offered him, and many other things the}) blusphe- 
moaislx) spake against him : " so tliiit on the 
whole, bad he been the vilest malefactor, they 
could not have used him worse ; and common 
humanity, even in that case, would not liave al- 
lowed of such barbarous insults. 


l]MpIlOVRME^T. 

'I'll US n:is the patient J^amb oj Cod surrounded by his blood- 
tliirsiy enemies : Tims did the dogs encompass him, and the sirntig 
bulls oJ Bashan beset him on every side; (Psal. x\ii. 12, 16.) 7’hus 
Wcis he brought as a lamb to the slaughter; and as a sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so heaprned not his mouth : (Isa. Ini. 7, 8 ) 

He u'us taken from judgment, and suffered the worst kind ol'.^’'’ 
imii’der, even that which had the appearance of being legal, ^ 

Hut those gentle fiords which he dropped m the midst of all the 
pijuries winch were offered him, arc surely worthy ever to be John 
ueorcicd and roinembered. It had always been his care to x' m -’s 
xule things honest %n the sight of aU 77/en; 'and as he answert^d 
with a most graceful and courageous appeal to all that heard 
linn, as to the iniiocenee and usehdness of his doctrine; so it is 
v\ell worthy our observation and retteetion, that God so far re- 
strained tlic rage and malice of hell, tliat no siicli/aAvc witnesses 
arose against him, as could ou the whole asperse his character, Mar 
or bring it under any brand of public infamy : though Judas, as xxn. 
well as others, might have sought a rewuni, or at least an in- 5 60. 
(lernmty, for their own villany, in accusing him. And indeed it 
H no iiiconsidciable instance of God’s providential government 
of the world, that wicked men are restrained by this one rernain- 
(lei ofievcrenee for the Ihvine omniscience, and dre^d of bis 
\engeanco, from destioying the reputations and lives of his 
cliilclren; especially in counines where (as in our own) the/>//H/>^- 
vient which human laws inffict on perjuiy is so much below its 
desLM't. 

When Jeswi was examined an oath, he witnessed a stood confes-r/),i,A 
s/on, and cited those that were now his judges to appear at his 
bar. Nor was it a vain boast I The Son of man n now silting at 


Many other thin"’! they l)la<!phnnoudy himself to be M)l' Son of Coil, biM tb< 
'/f 'l' u'^airut hm] I'beie is soinolliinsf esangclist fixei that chaige oo n.t*., . 
^'ij n markable in tins expression They bn au5C h« r'M’ly was «t'. 

' 'ii'ijt (1 him with blasphemy in abscrtini; 



510 The Jexvs consult hom to put Jesus to death: f 

sccr. the right hand of power ^ and will, ere long come in the clouds oj 
heathen : and then they that condemned j and insulted, and pierced 
him, shall mourn because of him. (Rev. i. 7.) May we be now so 
wise, as to kiss the Son in token of our liumble allegiance to him, 
lest he be then justly angry with us : yea, lost we immediately 
perish from the way, when his wiath is but beginning to be kindled ' 
Psal. li. 12.) 


SECT. CLXXXVJ. 

Jcsiis is brought before Pilate:. The Jews demand judgment against' 
him, and Pjlute examines him. Mat. XXVIl. 1, 2. 11— U. 
Mark XV. ,1—6. Luke XXIII. 1—4. John XVIII.— 2« 
— 38 . 


MAT. XXVII. 1. 

SECT. were the \ ile proceedings of this bor- 

iwxii. ' i-jd and malignant night, and thus was Jesus 
''condemned, and treated as a malefactor by the 
^x\n. J<Jndsh rulers. And as soon as morning was 
j Lome, all the chitf priests, having put Jesus out 
of the room wheie the sanhedrim im t, innsvlted 
with the elders of the people, and the .^tribes and 
the whole s inhedrim,^ what method they shoult 
tal(c to execute this sentence tliey had passtd 
against Jesus, and how they might contrive to 
put him to death in the most severe and 'con- 
temptuous manner. 

2 And alter he had been insulted by tiie ser- 
vants at the conncil-cliamber, when for the 
greater security they had bound him again,** the 
'whole multitude of them arose, and led him away 
Jrom tlicMce to the prwioriiwi (as it was propei- 
ly called,} or to the judgrnent-hall, in whirl) the 
Roman magistrate vva,> used to sir for the d's- 
patch of'public business- for the Jews being 


Mat XXVTI I. 

[ A ND slr.nj;ht\vdy j 
wht’ti the iMorj- 
ing u.isc<)nii , nil tin' 
fllK f pi lists fill’ 1(1 d 

consiilution mlh 
tliej cldcts (if till 
peiiplo f, 1 11(1 .uilit', 
titiil till 
(‘('iiincil, I 

to put li 
-aril [Maik 


e Vrid tthm tl>f\ 
lid(l tioiiiirl lull), 
[Luke, the wIkiIi 
nuillitiirli III llii'in a 
ro e, atul i tU( v led 
limnwAS [.loliii, ua 
W Uwr hail of )'uU'- 


, ‘ All ihf chief p/tnlf ciiTni/ltcil, &r ] 
V/aii\ uitio<-i:xp|aiu this uf tlicir ud|ourn- 
j'l^ toco'isult lugetiK I, ti’Uin ihc house frf 
t'aia iins, to thi* plan where tlif' saiihe- 
d.'i.ji used to ineit; bo: it appears fruni 
Liik.', this was the i>laCK MflM’re they IukI 
1 ( luio ((‘■scnihled and pas'll d sentened 
"P 11 r«Sns after liis lirst oxanunaliuQ in 
the housu oi ('aiaptia'«; and his nccount 
Ilf thi- ni-nttcr s i circurnst’antial, that 
I think It mup’ rersonabli* to U'kc tlies#* 
'i.iid" ii’ l''( ii-'h'r lit which the\ ar,' #*\- 


pUinrd m the paraphrase. Comp.aii 
Luke\.sii fi” pag'- 
^ n/ufi theif Uni hunJ h.m apain 1 
Th ' biuind lum when he was liistap- 
pii'hcnded, but had, pei'iaps loun dbiiu 
while he was imdi r iMniinaiimi or else 
thee now made Ins b muIs stricter D-.in 
befoio, that so they nvuLt soei.re him 
pommy dantrei at a ii'scneor cscajic, as 
he pa'.'Cd Ihioiigh the streets ol Jem- 
sail m 



They carry him to Pilate, to order his execution. 511 ’ 


nif*nt,] and dilivercd now a conquered people, and not having the szti- 
*r •» their hands, they 
IMdrk w.— 1 i.uke could not execute Jesus without a warrant from 
xMii. I. j.simxvm. the Romans ;« and therefore, to procure their XXVU 
- ‘>b— ] order for his death, as well as to render it the 2 


more ignominious and painjul, they detetmined 
immediately to carry him to them ; and to ask, 
not a confirmation of the sentence which they 
had passed upon him as a blasphemer, but a 


new sentence of crucifixion against him, as a 


seditious enemy to Caesar’s government. Ac- 
cordingly, having conducted him to the preeto- 
rium, tiicy in a solenm way delivered him, as a 


state prisoner of considerable importance, io 
PontiUi, Pilate the procurator or governor, whom 


Tiberius Ciesar had, some years betore this, 
sent among them. 


.lohv xvili— 2s. though by this time it was ‘broad day- 

Ami It «AH (.irJy, liirlit yet it ivas vcrv early in the morning, « wr/ 
vent not into the sootior tliaii tht* govcriior lised to ajipcar: 

Mui-im ni-iiaii, kst he was therefore called up on this extraordinary 
tii.'N jiiontd be dull), occasion, but they themselves leent not into the 
n.i’iii pidace, of which the judgment-hall was a part, ^ 

1 liecaiise it was the house of a (Jentile, and tl|fey 

u’eie apprehensive lest they 'ihoitld be polluted, 
and^ so prevented from eating those sacrifices 
which were offered on this first day of unleaven- 
ed bri*ad, and were looked upon as a very con- 


' .Not li.iviiia the powoi of life and death 
III then hands, iSfi’ ] Tlnit the Jewish 
b inliedi nil li.ul a power of tryiiic^ and < i ii- 
d..iiiuinir men foi uiuieb winch tli^ Jfw- 
Mi Livi in ide i.a|nt.il, (Mfiiio! I thii’k be 
doiibleil, and h.i'i all along been taken 
loi granted in this woik, and ^ukc the 
jj'iLlieation of the fiistf.lition if has been 
ahiind.iiill V coiiiiiUKd by .Mr. MiscoeN 
i. Tinc'i and ehiboiate dissertanoii on (he 
snnitet, m li/' Sci itji ns at |{oyk’a l.ec- 
f’lie, ch.ip. M pait 1 , p 123, tV ir/ 
But thai they ha l at tins liiiiC .a power ut 
e\eeiitiiig soth aeiib m <s without the i\- 
pitsb eonseiif of the l.oiiulu go^emuif 
n(.itliGr Mr. Maiim.’- it nnik-. (F.S'ay i, 
p. 13— I y,) nor -Ml Bisi i.e’s Hindi larger 
ai.i^niiienration, .^eeiii to ma satisfaetnnly 
ut piove I btill think what Dr. f.aidncr 
iias uriffen on the othni -idt of thcii.it- 
lion nii.iii'WC'rab)c , .i"<l indeed wuii<h'r, 
lliat .iiu ean donlit of the inattLi .ider 
u adin.^ this story Ftir s.ir«'ly noihnu* 
lull .1 >,eM e of neerssitv could, tni tin 
lude,. I,a' 0 bi ought the .k-w.'li lal-Ts to 


Pilate on this occasion, since the rendei' 
iinr the execution itsclf picc.iiious would 
ha\r haUnced the argiiiuniit then oruel- 
t> ni'^ht lind, in tiu‘ cintingency of it> 
bem» more painful, >1 it Miould in fai t 
he obtained. Cumpnie John xviii. 31, 
p 312. (See Dr. I ai'lner's Crodib. p.iit 
1 book. 1 chap 2 sett, 'i. 6. Vol. t. p 
t.3- lOo and .foseph. Anliq. Jiid lib. x\. 
cap P. (al. S.) sect 1) And tndet J the 
Jewish writers own, that no such ptiwoi 
was exercised by the banlicdnin foi forty 
year- before the destmction of the tem- 
ple, a> Dr Lightfoot shews by soveial 
qitutations from the 'I'almnd, (Hui. Heb 
on Mat. xxvi, 3, and Jubii vmii j 1 ) 
though he supppsfcs It was only lost by 
their disuse of it. and w.as not taken iium 
them bv the Bomaus —The cinef ;iii,n 
incnt- foi their h.ivmg such a powoi 
(fiom.Mat .xx'i. 6o, JohiiMii. 'r>, xmii 
31 ; At ts Ml 57, 58 , xii, 2 , xxn t, ' , 
will 27, xsic ; \x\i. 10) aiCiith. i 
diicclly answered in the note;, oi oh' ai 
eil III the pai.ipliiase, on those pla- es, 



But Pilate endeavours to shift of the a fair. 

srdcraWe part of the passover, of wliicb the pas- 
ctMasw. chal lamb, which they had eaten tlie evening be- 
fore, was only the beginning. 

-Wirr. Pilate ihereforei willing in this instance to 29 Pilate then went 

29oWigo the beads of the nation he governed, "wU".” 
complied so far with their religious scruples, uon bring yo against 
that, leaving the [iraptoniim, he came eui of his Un*- inan» 
houae to them; and finding it was an affair of 
solemnity, he erected his tribunal in an open 
place adjoining to it, as the Koinan magistrates 
often did: when Jesus was presented as a 

prisoner before him, Pilate said to them, IVhat 
accusation do i/ou bring against this man ? 

30 They ansit'crcd and said to him^ with some "o They answorpj 
indecent smartness in the expression, (the con. J^j/wert-not 
sequence of a secret indignation to find them- lefactor, we would 
selves curbed by a superior power,) We could i»"‘’ delivered 
not but have hoped you were so well acquaint- "i* 

' ed with the sanctity of our court, and the inte.^ 
gnty of o jr character, as to conclude, that if 
this man tcere not a notorious offender we •would 
not have brought and delivered him to thee ^ for 
as we would be far from any thought of piiDhli- 
ing||in innocent man, so if Ins cTimc hud not l>ecMi 
very great, we might have dealt with him our- 
selves without thy connirrenee, 

'll Then Pilate said to them j Take ye him !>ffck Tiit-n ^A\ti fm 
to your own court again, and Judge him acuud- unto tiiom. f.iivi 
ingtayour law; ror 1 am by no means desirous f,!,,, accurdm.; e* 

. of inteifering with you in the regular exercise >our law — 
of yuur judicial power. And this he said with 
a view of shifting olf'from himself an alTair to 
whicli III the genera) he could be ,no stranger;* 

'■ voitfrkm offin'lei ] So 1 render x-t- iiiforUncd at large of liiv public rntra'if'c^ 
/jwiof in this conn<'ct) 0 M, bf cause they into Jirusalem, th ■ bcjinnnig of (1)^ 
had sFill did p'lwGr 'T inlftctins slighter week; and also of Ins apprilifusion, in 
pumshfnenN; >«) that their biingpi;; him nhich th- J>-w.sh mlcis wero asu'tcd br 
to Pilate wa^ a piDof that they judged > a Honinn cohort, which could hardlv b< 
h:;ii to bate incurred a capital sentence, engaged in that teiviec without tin* jji>. 
'! he word mntefacU'} has much the -vanie \(.uv>r's express pcrniiShiou. Ii plaiiiU 
;cii«!e in oi.r ordinal y 'ipeech ^ Senear*? b\ his whob' < oi'ducl, how uu- 

* With a view of uliiftinjj off front hull- wnluijt he was to • ng >"c m H'l** caust , 
irir, <!SV] Pilate njiiH Qu\ be enuielyt he seems iberofMie (.uiti'um, iiwt toenUT 
Ignorant of the cate , for jfe Into the full sense nt v\liat the .Icwibh ru- 

h'egan hi<; povcniment atjerpsalem be.' Icrs intended wbrn tiii'v called him a ina> 
Jbsusentcredonjits public ministry, lefactor; and aiiswois them inambiKuou'? 
aiftf, U'idc« many other extraordiuarv language, which ihc inighthavcintcr- 
tb'i'ts which lie; niuitfoinierly have hetiid inHid .is a w.inaul lo execute Christ, it 
' -'K'! ii.i -I- him !ic' liail, no doubt, bton tl t j fouudiU nc. ps.'.arv, and yet, vv!iu-'» 



They accuse him to Pilate as sfeUingl^ for a king. 5 IS', 

and .which h^ easily saw would be attended with sect. 
* maiiy perplexing ciTcumstances. . ,,, 

for7[aul^unl<)*h!rn* YoU Wcll 

7^ not ilwV.ii for that/f is not now laufitl fjr us toputatiy xviu. 
ustop«tan> man to man to death without your concurrence; (coni-3i 
pare Mat. xxvii. 3, p. 510.) hut it is a capital 
crime, olwhicli the prisoner here before you is 
convicted, and as, after a fair trial, he has re- 
ceived su^h a sentence in the sanhedrim, we 
only wait your warrant to proceed to execution. 
i.i)KE XX II I. 2 . jrindj as Pilate could not but inquire of wiiat 
And they iK'g.m to crime lie liad been convicted, tht^y resolved to’'*”*' 
ul/'^unrthiwS that charge which might render him 

[.ri VP, ting the na- most obitoxious tf>' thc Roman power, and to 
tioii, and turhidding rtqtreseiit tlic matter 111 its most malignant view; 
(Vsair.'J'inr «>« accordiHRly fcjtfn.with great violence 
he hirri'iieif js ( hri'^t, occuss hiTtif saying. It IS iiot mcrt'ly on a re- 
' ligious account that we have brought him be- 
fore you,' but tee have also found this seditious 
\/eHoni\ perverting the whole Jewisli nation, 

Irorn one end of the country to the other, and 
HI efloct/orAfi/diVi^ to pay tribute to C<es(ir, by 
saying, that he htmselj is Messiah, a King, 
uliom many of the Jews have expected to rcs- 
t ue them fi om all subjeclion to a foreign power ; 
and tlii'5 claim he has had the assurance to avow 
nropon court; so that' it is but a necessary 
])iecc of repect to thee, and to the emperor, 
ivhose lieutenant thou art, to bring him hither 
to be condemned, and indeed to leave him to 
.loii^ XV III, 52. be executed by you. And though they aimed 
jVv'^ nothing more by this, ihaii to' fiiakesure 

i.:'<(i,ui„Vi,h,",.aU, their murderous' designs, and to add now cir- 
M'^iMiyiiJirwiiatdvaiii eurnstancc.s of shanre and agony to the exeeu- 
.« vhouid d-c. Providence was pleased to ov^r-rule 

it with a wise intent, thutjhe saying of Jesus 
imoht tfiu.s be fuljiUtdf uhu'h he spake more than 
once, (see Jolm’iii. 14; xii. 3''!, 33; and 
XX J9.) signifying or implying hij uhat knid of 
death he should die, even by bciri i lifted up.from 
the earth, or by crucifixion, which was a Ro- 
man punishment; wheireaii- according to the 
Jeuish law, (Lev. xxm^l6'.) he would have • 

' . been stoned, (as his servant Stejihen afterwards 

would have left tlipoi li;tble to be ques- ed. ITicir reply shews they wi ff moie 
tion«d for doing it, aiifl rniglith-u e given aware of tins artilicc, than com men tat ors 
Jimi sonic adv jiitagr against tlu m , wliu’li have generally been, 

<1 II1.1I1 of Ins ch.iracfrr niiL’lit lunr vvisli- 
'<>1 II '' sll 



5^4 As Jesu^ was Pilate lakes him in, aM examines him, 

was,) having been impiously adjudged by them 
to have deserved death as a blasphemer. (Ct)ip- 
pare Mat. xxvi. 65, 66, and Mark xiv. 64, p. 
y jU7, 508.) 

M-t And when he was thus accused by the chief- xxvri. l 2 . 
x%\i\.npri€Sts 'and elders,^ who aggravated the ci"tid *of the'^ch^^^ 
by thfradditiotJ ofvian^o^ex either en- pncstsamiddcratof 

tirely false, or grossly nnsrepresenUick reproach- many thmga,] he 

ing him as a blasphemer, a sabbarllP^hreaker, nothing^. 

' and a oiagiciaii j and, in a word, omitting no- 
thing which they thought might blacken his 
character, he made them .m answer at all. 

Then Pilate said, to him, Dost thou answer no- is Then $aiih Pi- 
' thin^ to all tins? Uearest thou not the several late unto him, [An- 
charscs they produce against thee, or hast thou thou no- 

no concern to vindicate thyself from what they [Behold] how 
have aliedged ? Behold, and consider, htnjo many many things they 
and how great things they witness against thee. ^ 

still, as Jt'sus knew how little all his apo- u AiulijJus jei] 
logics would signify, he continued silent, and answeicd him to ne- 
did not answer him to any one word; so that 
Pilate the governor was greatly astonished, and maJ 

knew not how to account for so uncommon a \eih>dgr(ati\ [Maik 
behaviour. ^ 

John Bifl vet, as the governor had heard an ho- 

xvui. nourabie report of Jesus, and qbservetl in this mio the indgment- 

33 silence an air of meek majesty and groatiioss of 

spirit, rather than any consciousness of guilt or ,3 h.f“rc the go" 
any indication of a fierce contempt, he was.wiJ- \crnor,i [Luiu', and 
ling to discourse with him more privately be- lum, 

fore he proceeded farther. Pilate therefore cn- th^Ki^gofthe jJlT? 
tered again into the pratorium, which he had [Mat. xwn. n.— 
quitted to oblige the Jews, (vcr. 2i), p. 512.) 2— Luke 

and cglled Jesus in : and [aj] Jesus, stood before ^ ■* 
the gojvernor tlierc, Pildte asked him, saying. 

Art them indeed the king of the Jews, and dost 
thou really p\*gtqnd to any right to govern them ? 

34 Jesus ' answer^ed him, Dost thou say this of s+ Jc'H'* :niswercd 
thyself, from the knowledge of any ' seditions 

. practices which thou bast ever observed in me f did others tell it thee 
or is it only what thou hast gathered from the ot me > 
present clamour agaipHt. tne, and haxe 


others told it thee cot^ 


ling me j 


f And Vihen he teat thaa <KCUsed, &c.] think the other evangelists relate thr 
The reader may perhaps observe^ that 1 story in such an order, as to shew tlu 
have transposed Mat. xxvii. H, and propriety of this little trausjj^iiioD. 
Mark xv. 3. Cut it is only because 1 



Jem declares his kingdom is not w 5#| 

35 Pilate answered, Pilate immediately replied^ Am / a /ew? or sect* , 

■»wn n’C/ap'X <1“ * “"y .‘W"? <>{, ?“«'• peculiaTfe, 
ciiiei-ptiests, have trier than I am informed byother!»? I do not at 
delivered Uico unto all pretend to it: but thou kium^est that Mttitf xviil 
^ '*<*^*^1 those who are esteemed the 35 

most sacred m*rsOtis in it, even the chief -prieets \ 
themselves^ have delivered thee to me as a male- 
factor, anJ hi've charged thee, among other 
crimes, with treason against C'n(?sar, in setting 
up for king of the country : tell me therefore 
fiMjely what hast ihoii dme to deserve such a 
charge ? for tlie more frank thou art in thine 
acknowledgment, the greater favour mayest 
thou expect. 

3^ Jpsu< answered, Jesus answered him, My kingdom is not ofthis’iQ 
of this world- if my ^'ovld, nor IS It my business or design to erect a 
kinfidom wore of this temporal dominion, and to establish any claim 
world, thiMiwou'd my which should at all interfere with that of Cirsar, 
•ihouidnuthcd, liver* wlijch any prince has reason to lie jealous, 
td to iiuj Jtws , Indeed if 1 would hate entertained such views, . 

but now 1^8 my king. [ might jjave found support and eiieouraiTe- 
uom not from ht'iico. i ' i ‘ 

incnt Irom the very perjioiis who are now my 

accusers : and tf\ baU asserted that 
was tf this u'oridy and iiad favoured such , me- 
thods of defence, my servants^ who professed 
, of late so great and so public a regard to rne, 

K'ould resolutely have fought, that / might not 
have been delwered to the Jews,^ or would at- 
tempt even now to rescue 'me out of their ^ 
hands: but now my kingdom i's not from hence, 
not to be erected here ; and therefore 1 liave 
hticn so far from arming my folluwvrs with sc- 
cuhfr weapons, that the guard wlio caine to ap- 
prehend me know' 1 forbade their making use 
of those they had. 

e ^Ty servants ’aouUI fmve fou<:fil, &c.] peared zealously cmClnsea 'iidi but a 
'I limiglj our iiaii-Utitui of iiywvi^j,yh may few da>s U‘fore;. apd Uic reason uf Uieii 
lit nioie liioi.il. \tft, considtTing that our tiiiniug against him’was, lus not a^suin- 
u, 4 x now <i(’tu ill\ in till* hands ufti 3 <dg a temporal kniiidoui, as Clu-y cer* 
eiimiiii's, I think It pi I'll, that U 1 . to be taaily vxpe'Cted be would have done, 
tiiki'u ill b'ic'li an c\*< iit. li may be ub- (See {.arda, Ciedtb. pari i. {xjuk i. rhnp. 
ji'oted, tiut iJii' num til of thiisi’s (li.sei* Vol. j9i)l.) And we may far- 
pNs, hail .ill thf (i\i luindit'd hren as- tker add.^f^dt .*1 very vmall body of for- 
siinblul in mills could have born no ces,' under a ' b’ftder endowed with 'ucli 
Tn, Ill'll lor ilii' Jcwi'-h and Pomau powfr miraculous power os Jesus lately oxer- 
nt Mut it is to be rciiiem- cised, might ha\e been suflicieiit to van- 

bcicd, that (as Dr Lardntr with lus iisii. quish all the Itomau legion^ Coiiipair 
al goad 3 i*n*cobsieives,}thepapulaee ap- note ' on John vi. 14', Vol. I p 130. 



'^16 Pilate c^es^ui^mU tells thtJms he found no fault in him. 


speakest 
art 


^vru. 


' Pilate therefore said to him^ I’hou spea 
ho^^evet'of’ tby kingdom and thy subjects: 
thou then really a leing ? 

^ ^ Ji. And Jesus answei'cd him and saidy therein cou- 
37 nigeo!isly witnessing a good confession, (1 'Hm. 
ri. 13.), Thou sayest \righti] I am indeed, as 
thou hast'said, a King; the king of the Jews, 

- and the appointed Head and Goverpor of the 
whole Israel of God; nor will I fever basely 
seek niy safety by renouncing my divine claim 
to the most excellent majesty and extensive d®- 
minion; nay, for this purjwse was I iorw, and 
for this end / came into the world from another 
and much better abode, that I might bear wit- 
ness to the cause of truth in general; and ip par- 
ticular to this great and fundamental branch of 
it: and I have given such ample proof of this, 
that tvery honest and well-disposed, pcr.TOn, who 
is indeed a friend of the truths heareth my voice, 
. and pa^s aii entire deference to my instruc- 
tions.** 

38 Pilate says to him, What is the truth which 
thou referrest to, and speakest of as th\ business 
to attest ? And when he had said this, as Jesus 
made a pause, and did not immediately make 
him any answer, his hurry vvoukl not allow him 
to wait for it: so he went out again to the Jews, 
and said to the chiej priests, and the people asscin- 
bled with them. abroad, I have examined the 
prisoner you brought me in private ; and I must 
fVecly dcclan) that I find no fault at all in this 
man, nor can I perceive that he is any enemy 
cither to the rights of Ojjsar,.or the tranquillity 
and happiness of the Jews ; and therefore do 
not see how I can with any justice condemn him 
to dic^ -^Ilut his accusers refused to acquiesce in 
this, and advadcied a more circumstantial charge 
against him, gave occasion to that exa- 

mination before Her^, which will be related in 
the next section. 


3^ Pilyjto tliweforc 
891(1 unto liim, Art 
tjiou a king then? — 

— [And] .Icsus aii- 
sered, [Luke, him, 
and said,] Thou say- 
cst that i am a kiug, 
To this end ^as i 
born, and for this 
tiiluse came I into 
the world, that I 
should hear witness 
unto tht ti nil) Every 
one that ($ of the 
tintli heareth toy 
voice. [Mat. 'ixvij 
— 11. Mnrk XV — '2. 
Luke xxiii.— 3.] 


% Pihtc saiLh un- 
to him, W h.it IS 
truth > And when liv. 
ha<l said llins he went 
out again niito the 
Jews, and saith [tn 
the chief pucsts, and 
lo the peup'i*,] 1 liiid 
nofanlt.it all [m tin ^ 
man J [Luke win 


h Fvery ^ersonpho of tifi, onthe eri4enees which he, and his hieth- 

truftt kemetkmy votee.] W1ia£ Qur Lord %en, had j;iven of tlioir iiiissioii tioin 
here says incidentally, is to hd regarded Chiist, la^b down tlio same test. 1 John 
as aadnivc-rsal maxim; all dneere lover* qf iv. 6, H'eareqf GW; he that knowdh (W 
tie truth tnll hear hm: and accordingly kearrih u*, 
hi. John, with all simplicity, depending 



Rejleciions on Christs cxai^nih%n 

* ^ K 

IMPROVEMENT. , , ^ 

How much exactness in the ceremonials of religion may he sect.? 
found in those, who have even the most outrageous contempt fdfcLit^jivr.' 
its vital principles and esstuttial duties! Yea, how inncji of that'**''"v^ 
exactness may be made sitbservient to the most mischievous and 
diabolical pmposesl Thcs(! wolves in sheep’s clothing would 
enter into the house of a heathen, lest they should be polluted, * 
and become unfit to cat the passover ; yet they contrive and urge 
an impious murder, which that very heathen, though be bad 
much less evidence of Christ’s innocence than they, could not 
be brouglit to permit without strong reluctance, and a solemn, , 
tliougli vam, transferring of the gudt from himself to them. 

Justly might our Lord say in the words of David, Theylaiclto Luka 
my charf>L‘ things lehicli I knew not; (Psal. xxxv. 11.) But what’^^'"' 2- 
can di fend tli6 most innocent and excellent against malicioub 
slanders and defamations I Or who can expect, or even wish, 
wlnjlly to escape, when such accusations are brought against 
(’hnst, cvdi by the rulers gf his nation, who should jjave bceiixxvii.i), 
men of distinguished generosity and honour ! But instead of this, 
they were all an assembly of murderers, and lay in wait for their 
prey, like so many devouring lions. 

Pilate would renew the examination of the cause ; and so far John 
he acted a cautious and an honourable part. Yet, ’alas, bow J’'"*; 
many.that set out on such maxims, want courage and resolution ' 
to pursue them! But the courage of Christ never faded, 11037 
witnessed bt/ore' Pontius Pilate me good confemon wc have now 
been reading; (1 'I’lm. vi.- 13.) and owned Jiiniself a Ktng, 
thouiili .It the same time he declared, (what it were to be wished, 
all Ills followers had duly regarded,) that his kingdom is not 
this world. Greatly do we debase it, if we imagine it is ; and 
most uiiwortliy’is it of those that call theinselvejs the ministers of 
his kingdom, to act as if they thought it was. Yet such is the 
wickedness of some, and such the blinddess of others, in the . 

Roman church, that, though, of ail the churciies in the world it 
is manifestly the most secular kingdom, ‘‘it linxiffateslo itself the 
name, not only of a party but of the whole, -of Christ’s kingdom 
here l)olow. ' > ‘ 

Christ came to hear witness to (he iimth; and a careful attend- 37 
arue to his Li alimony will bie,tlie best,pg)pf we can give that wo 
love the truth, and the best method take tq make our- 

selves acquainted w'ith it. And of so great importance is /he 
truth, that it biirely deserves the attentive inquiry and the /.aU 
ous patronage of the greatest and the busiest of mankind. Let 
' - ■#' ‘ '• 

' ills manifestly thp must scouht king- finely iUustrat«il in his must 
iloin.J This Mr. Uoyse uf Dublin has diswnrsc on Uicse voids. 
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US not therefore, whert we begin to ask what it is, tike Pftite, 
hurry oil to some other care before we can receive a satisfactory 
answer ; but joyfully open our minds to the first dawnings of 
that celestial day, till it shine more and more, to irradiate and 
adorn ail our souls. On the wliole, imperfect as the character 
of this unhappy governor was, let us learn from him candidly to 
confess the truth, so far as we have dfecoyered it ; let us learn, 
more steadily than he, tp vindicate thi$ innocent add worthy, and 
on no terms permit ourselves, in any d%ree, to do harm to those 
in whom, on a strict and impartial inquiry, we can find ho 
fault. 


•SECT. CLXXXVJI. 

Pilate scads Jesus to Jhrodj who, having treated him with gi'eat 
contempt^ sends him back again. Pilate in vain endeavours to 
■ persuade the Jews to consent to his release, who impiousfy 
prefer Barabhas, and persist in their demands of a sentence of 
crucifixion ai^amst Jesus. ^lat. XXVII. 15 — 18. 20 — 23, 
Mark XV. tukc XXIII. 5—23. John XVIII. 'j'*, 

to the end. 


LOKRXXni. 5. 

; ?ect. IT wa$ observed in the preceding section, that 
cixxwi. when Pilate came- out of the palace he bore 
an open testimony to the innocence of Jesus, and 
xxiii. declared to the priests, in tlie presence of the 
3 people, that be found no fault at all in him 
but they not only coiitinued strongly to urge 
their accusation, but were more vioknt than be- 
fore, saying, We assuredly know that he stirs 
up all the people, teaching the most dangerous 
and seditious doctrines throughout all Judea^ be- 
giniiiit^ ftom Galilei, that factious country, 
where neinw’ been most busy, and from thence 
making a proefifes, even to this placCy and ga- 
thering up followers every where by the way, to 
the apparent danger and:.d«xmage of the state. 

And when Pilate Acord them speak of Galike, 
he presently inquired if the mail whom they had 
brought before him WJWi, d Galilean. And 
finding that he was of country, and therc- 
furo that he property belonged to Herod's jxt- 
riidictioii, who was tetrareh of Galilee, he wil- 
lingly embraced this oj)portunity to clear Idm- 
‘.cil of s6 perplexing an afifair, ami immediately 


it'Kr XXIII. 5. 
nthuy were tne 
more iicivc, >■ ij- 
mp, lie stiueth up 
the pouple, tc.K'hin;' 
throughout all Ie\t- 
ly bciiinmng liu.ii 
(I’alileu to tl)iB pla' < 


6 When Pilal.- 
hc.ird of (lalilt’C, In’ 
a'^ked ulir-thci tlic 
man were a {Jaiilcan. 

7 \nd as suon ftS 
lie knew that he be- 
longed unto Hert.d^ 
jurisdiction, he sent 



Pilate findijilg he t&as a Galilean^ senck ki^ to llerod. 

him to Herod, who sent Mm awav to Herod^ who being himstlf a si:ct,^ 

' J«usafem*^t ^^that Jerusalem in those days, 

time. * ing come up to celebrate tl»c passover there. ’ 

8 And when Herod ^nd when Ilerod saiv Jesus he looked 

:X ; for he had a long time been oeey de- . 

was desirous to see sirous to See himy Decause he had heard muck 
him of a long season, concemti^ him ill Galilee^ (compare Luke ix. 

and hehopwl'tohave should haT;ean opportunity so far- to satisfy his 
seen some miracle curiosity, as to see some miracle done by him, 
done by him. j might bc able aUo to determine, whether Ik^ 

was as he had once suspected, .lolin the Baptist 
ri'«cn from the dead. (Compaie Mat. xiv. 2, 

9 Then lu* que-*- Vol. 1 . p. 423.) And he examined him itnj 

tioned with jum in words, coiiccmitur a variety of particulars, 
answered him no- pretensions, aiitl tlio proof 01 his 

thing. mission, as well as tlie tenor of his doctrine : 

but as Jesus knew this was not a proper time 
and circumstance to enter into those questions, 
of which Herod might long ago have been sul- ' 
ciently informed, he made him no answer. 

10 And tho Hiiof- chiej-priests and scribes, whose ma- 10 

aomiVdvH.^'mi •‘ce had prompted them to attend him thither, 

ly accused iiim stood in the presence of the king, eagerly ac- 
cusing him of the same crimes which they had 
before charged him with, in their applicaLiou 
to Pilate. 

11 And Hci-)(i Ai^d llerod, with ihosQ oi his soldiers wlioll 

“il l.™ amended him as his life-guard, looked up- 

indiiiuckcdAz//i,'dnd Oil Jesus \\ itii disdain, and treated him in a very 

contemptuous rnanner, like a poor inconsider 
able creature, >vbo no ivay answered tin* ac- - 
count they had heard of him, ncitlier saying nor 
doing anything to gratify their curiosity ; and 
having derided \him^ for prcteiuling ,to-be^ a 
king., (as it was urged by his accusers he had 
done,) in public coutempt.'Uf that claim, what- 

' fh sent him In TTentd.] It may not Bp (Acts xii, 8, 5, 23i) and great uncle to 
^nipruprr, for the sake of tliose who ore that Aglrippk who wjs by Paul's dis- 

acquainted uitli the Jewish history, course ttmst persvadcil to ba^me ti Chit 
to observe, that tliu was Herod Antipas, han. (^Cts xxvi. 28.)— Christ'^ ari.iigti> 
the tetraich of Galilee, by whom John the .jneot l>mre him, when was hiu w ^ 

Baptist had biu ii beheaded, afid whom '^'uncond'^ihied, was a, great additionj> 

Chnethad justly represented as a fox. proof of the falsehood' those aoeus i 

(Luke xiii. .'13. p. n7,) He was son tu^ tions wBleh theJhws hadbiought af;.iiii<<l ' 

Hernd the Great, udder whom Chiist was' him as a seditious person, and paitu ular- , 

born ; and uncle to flcrod Agnppa, (by ly as one who h$d stirred up the pcop^ 

sv horn James was beheaded, and Peter in Galilee. 

impri'ioncdj who was eulen by norms} * 



j520 'Merod hujjutgiredkd him lutih contempt^ sends him back again . , 

s^T, ever it was, Herod cloihed fiivi with a splendid airayedhimiuagor- 
9 ^Kjwvii u flrtd sent him bark to Pilate f thereby i»- 
i'; Luke that h(! Icit him to do what he pleased 

%XXJii. with his prisoner,, btit that for his own part ht3 ’ 

1 1 apprehended his pretensions to royalty worthy 
of derision, rather than serious resen^rpent. 

12 whatever Pilate's real inteinfctts were, 12 And iho came 
the comphmeiit of sending J^sus torhiej-cxanmi- i‘»'atc nnd Ht- 
dd by him, was so well taken by H^d; and 

Hertnl’s sending him hack to the Homan go- «!?> aTcnmirv 
vernor was, on the other hand^ such a public beucen tiicimoivrM 
■ instance of regard to him; that V/i<r same day 
Pilate and Herod became friends ^ and were re- 
, conciled to each other: for before tins, they u'erc 
at enmity between themselves.^ 

13 And Pilate y having received an aecount of And pilaii-, 

' wli^it had passed hol'oic Herod, railed together tu? 

the chief priests, and the rulers, and with them p°ri» >.is/ ami tiV rV 
the rest of the people who had appeared against and tin- iK f)i)i<-, 
I4him as lii.s aceusers, And said to them. You 
have brought me this man, Je&us ot Naijareth, m.in unto mo, !>! 
as one that has perverted the people, and taught o.ic tiut poiu ifft'i 
doctrines iniunous to your religion, and also to 
thc Civil peace and the Homan government; mined him uf. . 

' and behold 1 have examined [/ifwi] lioth in your you, imve toumi »«> 
presence, and in private, and heard all ' that ' i''is luan 
could be allcdgcd against bim; but I must so- 
leiTinly declare, tliat 1 have fund no crime in lum, 
this man as to the things that you have charged 
him with; nor can 1 in my conscience think, that 
you have made good any of the accusations you 
l.^liavc bi ought against him: - Nor yet has 
i/c.w/been able to make any such discovery; y,,,, to inm, and 1 


*b A 'ipkndid tale ] This expreR-ion 
liffSijIa Xa/iAirsMv doub not so properly sig- 
nify <(a 8 Leticro roflders itj « a tu!e u he ; 
nor wa- it, as he ailppufes, iiittudrd as 
a d«r]aiation of ItiS iDQocenoc. It was 
rathci soiuo tor?<;oos garment which be- 
longed to ri« rod or boiiie of his oirn-er#, 
and was, perh.ip?, grown old, and ihcy 
clothed hiim Mith it in xterbitjo ofhtb 
haling prctnndcd to b- a huiff. Hus 
usage wasexceedniglv in'.olrtit; peihap* 
the renioise of coiwiciiinue which fJci<jd 
had felt rni accuiint of the murder of 
I ,hn (In Papti^t, ni'ule rt ndoi' him 0.0 - 
nous how lif’ joined m any 'attempt on 
ilio hfu ot I'Sus, which we do not find 
^ .1 )• he did. 

‘ 7^' ' ■-it/-/' a/ eamU'f l/etz<ien them- 


idvi's."] The ennse of Ihi' (iimev can on- 
ly’ be conjci lured* pcihnps n nufilit be 
the sjaugbter which }Mat!* li.id made <t 
<onie of the (jaliteaub who had conn} up 
to sacrifiie at Jerusalem (Siot-uke \iii 
l, sect osvi.) Hut Mous, Saunn tiulv 
4>bserves, th.it, consuh miu; on the one 
b?pd thejf iilous> of tlu X ns, whcio .my 
lortign power wa-. conoi iiu d, and on tin 
Othf'r Ui« oppres^iie nie.i'.uM . gc iM'i.illjr 
taken by those wlio cic iii\i-lcil with 
<'OTJiuufc>ion3 like this wlmh I'datc boie 
01 er coafnyirt'd coiniuus, .iiid i"^p. ‘ (.lUv 
li»c rfcroiiu's we liaio of his o^u bad 
cli.iinctcr and conduct, their lecoricilic- 
tion ii nmeh moru wonderful th'dti their 
enmity. Sec Saiir, Serm. Vol. X. p 
240 , ' 247 . 



Pilate proposes to scourgCy and discharge hipi. .>21^ 

nuthiog worthy for I scul yoli to kim with the prisoner, that sfct. 
you might do your utmost to convict him 
fore that prince, who being a person of 
own religion, and well acquainted with your laws xitiir. 
and customs, might have known more of tJie 1 5. . 
matier than myself ; and yet behold, it aj)- 
pears to have bet*n Herod’s judgment, that wa- 
thing worihy of death has hevn done by /i/wi,'* 
for, instead of sending him back like one who 
deserves a capital sentence, he has treated him 
like an idiot rather than a traitor, so as plainly 
to shew that lie thinks him merely the object' 

i6'r».lltl.e.,.forc‘',*' or ‘o at most but sbmo 

c•ha',t^s(‘hnM. .iinl ic- i'hght puinshmciit. And tnerojore, rehen /16 
leased;;-, have chastised him by scourging, which will be 

an admonition to him for the fiituiv not to use 
those wild enlhusiastical expressions which have 
giieiiso much umbrage and suspicion, I Kill 
let [him] fin: and I believe you may depend 
upon It tliat he will give us no farther trouble; 
nor w'oui.l he have interest enough to do it, if 
woutj ir.iiks nrf<i vi' he were inchiied to the attempt, 
ne-i ir iDiiyj usual at the feast of the passover, 

poopiejoi.tpriM)nn. t'vcii was gfowu by custom in a manner 
whomsocvci liuytU- ncccssari/,^ fov the Ilornan when Midi 

1^1 niultitmics were a>sembled I’rom all parts, tn 

^\*Au(i Val release to the people 'eins one prisoner, a horn (hey 
[ti.f'u a iiotiO!' pii- desired lo be set at liberty, whatever crime it 
&v)iui j namo; lur as that he was charged with. And there iras^t 

b-.tmi Hitii*' Ihem *" ‘hlattj’s custody, a verv infamous and 
th.ii h.Ti lu- noted pusnner, whose namc-M'as Barabbas, that 
M s'iM iPon . run i(iy Other ruthaus leho had tnadr 

ihsurrection in the city in conjunction xeith 
wii.tK'r I, I The iu>.ur- him, ami u!io had also commit kd murder tn the 
.)iin, and msuvrccli n ; and, besides the part he had acted 
x\vi! H*'rukl seditious nor, he teas a fellow of a most 

I'l .loi'i xMii— lu 1 abandoned character, and known to be a robber. 


MAiik X\’. fi 
N.)tt at that fc.ibt 
pliti (^fnrjinoi 


*' uiitf.ii of (li'iifh A.n fieeu (Ifi/ir 

by linn.) '1 i-i' piliasr ui'^^nffji.ivov ai/lu 
Muot lioic h.i\r 0 s '.if'nilic.iiion, ab the 
ujni^iu ot iKii ' hh'' rt'ndiis it, fui 
» th()U}j,h tills Is -.oiiicthiiiir ot pii iiiuisqat 
C'lii^tiii Cion, \ ot as llapiit'liiici, (AnnuUil. 
ex • il;b j> 'lai) ) l>as produtod Jimny 
ins'am ns ol tlio like o iti'ie, it would be 
uitii li lurblioi to ill ppo e that a capaal 
soiilt iiCt', 01 any tu itniont iVom ll iod 
whK I ,sij''oId ii'i-.iniii' ho thoMj’lii Jesus 

desf-n. (1 it, sh )uld he < :dl< d of 
(ij dial!.. 


* Vsuul^ — and in a inanni r /nrciio;//.] 
There ftas wo law lo oblige him to thi'., 
but as> aots of gra( o aic generally jiopul.ii 
things ibih seems to havehcew lusttU*rlv 
Used by the I’.oinans to please ihcir tn- 
biitanes, and now by cnstuiw was in a 
niaiimr ut.iblishc(|. 1 (ind nosubsuiii* 
tial re.tsou to believe iIutc w:iS m Iht- 
uri^iiK.1 ut tins custom anj rctVionie to 
the d( Inerancc of Israel Iruin the i< 
Uan bonda^je at this time 



^22 It was usual at the feast to release a prisoner to them. , 

SECT, who had infested the higlnvays with his villainy ; * And the multi- 

c1x3(xviij,y it generally concluded he would re- they ^Se*g”th!^*Ied 
.>«rvv/ sentence of death, and would be execut- together,] ^ crying 
■ Murk as the power of reversine: began to de- 

XV. 6. or executing sucli st-iitences then lay iu the 
. Homans, the people therefore^ when theif were them. [Mat. xxvu 

gathered together about the tribunal, began with J 
a great noise and clamour to demand, of Pilate . 

[that he would do] at this passovet^ ds^i he had 
always done to them upon the like occasions, 
and would discliarge a prisoner. 

9 And Pilate hoping that he might preserve 9 Rut puate an- 
the life of Jesus, whose innocence he so clearly swt red them, •saying, 
saw, determined to attempt it by this method ; 
and accordingly, that he might induce them to release unto you one 
choose linn, he proposed no other alternative at the passover.] 

■ than that scandalous and outrageous criminal 

whom we' havejnsi now mentioned, and answer- j release unto you > 
V ed them, saying, lou toe indeed a custom, that [nambba^ > orjesns, 

' I should release to you one at the passover, and 

1 am ready now to oblige you in this attair: 
whom will i/ou therefore choose that / release xxvn.— 17. John 
unto you ; Barabbas, that seditious and murder- J 

ous robber ? or this Jesus, who is called Christ, 
who in I know not what strange sense is pretend- 
ed to be the king of the Jews, and whom you 
see before you in the line robe in which Herod 

10 has thought lit to array Iiiiit? For he knew that that the 

the chief priests and rulers had not delivered bad dpii%ered hun 

him up into his hands from a regard to justice, 

but merely £>M/ n/’eyivy at his popularity; and 

therefore he was willing to make the proposal 

to the people in such a form as knight be most 

likely, to secure his life. 

11 But the chief -priests and elders, who were n Rut the <hief- 
cxceedingiy solicitous to obtain their end, lest pm^ti, [and eideni 
this artifice of the governor should defeat all 

their laboured scheme, the most for- [iJv IhmtiTnVk that 

ward of the people,^ [awd] effectually pei'suaded he should rather rc- 
the mob they had brought with them, that tkeiy ^|Ynd*^dtstr()° 
should ask the governor^ with a cootmual noise jetu,.] [Mat. xxvIl 
and clamour, that he wmld rathe^ release Barab- <20.] 
bastothem; that by this means the .point they 
iiad in view might be secured, and they might 
Mat. be sure to destroy Jesus. And therefore when - M*t, xxvu 21. 
the g<fvernoransweredxhi^m in this manner, and ^]redMd^Td^nt^^^ 

‘ said to them again, Take notice that your choice 
lies only between these, and therefore now de- 



them, Wliether of Ihe 
twain will ye that 1 
release unto you > 

Luke XXlIl. 18. 
And [John, thenl 
they [John, all Jcneil 
ut[John, agaiufall 
at once, saying, 
[John, Not this man 
— butUaiahbas ]Away 
with this uian^ and 
lelease unto us 11a* 
rabhas. [Mat. xxvii. 
— 21. John xviii. 
40.—] 

Mark XV. 12. 
And IhlateanswerecI, 
and said .lu^ain unto 
them, What will ye 
then that 1 ^hitll do 
[with Jesus, which IS 
eal led Christ,] whom 
ye call the kiiijt: of 
the J(ws> [.Mat. 

XX'V!! 2J J 

’ 13 Atul they [all] 

( lied out [<i;id 
sjy unto him, j ('r i- 
i.jyhim .[?.et iniii 
be criKil'cd ] [M.it. 
wvii.— 22 

Cure Will 20. 

I’ll Ue therefore, will- 
int; to release Jc-siis, 
,jjake a^Tiifn lo tin rn 

21 But they cried, 
.’..lyin^, Crueitv hna, 
ciiirify him. 

22 And [Mark. 
Pilate] snid lintel 
them the thud time, 

, Why ? what evil 
h.ith he done? lhatc 


TheJetos prefer ^arabbas to Christ. 

termine for yourselves, which nf the two do you sfct* 
desire I should release unto you ? Then^ us their “ 
principles liad prompted them, they all cried 
M>ut again with one consent , in the same noisy 
and tumultuous way as before, saying. We 
not have this [man]y but Barabbas ; away with ‘ 
this \man\^ a7id release unto us Barabbas. And 
thus, when Pilate would have let him so, they 
denied the holy One and the Just, and desired 
a murderer to be granted unto them. (Acts iii, 

14.) 

'And Pilate^ to divert them from the purpose Mark w 
they were so unreasonably set. upon, again 
swered and said to theyn^ JVhat therefore would 
you have me do with this Jtsus, who is culled 
Christ J and W'hotn, if 1 may believe your own 
rulers, so many oi you are ready to cacl and own 
as the King of the Jews ? ^ And they all 1 
presently renewed their clamour, and cried out 
again, as before, [and] with one voice stud to 
him, Crucify him : let him mnnediatcly be 
crucified ; lor he is fit to be treated as the vilest 
slave, rather than to be called our king.® 

Pilate therefore, being still desirous to release 
Jesus, spake to them yet again; urging them 
nously to consider what they did, in tlmsprc-"'^ 
fciTing such an abandoned miscreant as lhirab> 
bas to so innocent a person. But they, with- 2 1 
(fut so niucli as otrcimg any fartlier reason, per- 
sisted in tlicii: importunity, and cried out a.s be- 
fore, saying, Crucify [him], crucijy him. 

And Pilate was so mteut on delivering him, 22 
that he .yuiV/ fu them the third time, Jl hy will 
you be so cruel as to iiisist upon iL ? what evU 


I JVhom lion roll the kin^ oj the J«rs.] 
Pil.'ite ofu 11 ri'pcais ihi-stub , -ind it may 
seem ilut he elioulil u'.r it «ofrt- 

qiiuiitl\ . J’l uh.ihlv lie niiglit do it partly 
to ridu’ulu pic.t ru'C'-, and briinf 

cuiit> uipi Mil b.' M'luiiic of a Me&aiahV 
and paitlv t.» proc. ti lioiii tlie .lew-, in 
tlicu /cal .na'nst J mi*., llie strongest 
and mil.' public prulci'iious oftlieiriub- 
jeciion toCu'Scii ' 

i et him hv (i/cn/iVc/.J By tins cry 
tlic' declared the jiicatcsi degree of i.ige 
tMin ejiibc'imai^ioed ; I'oi it wa'-as ilrlicy 
tia ' h.iid,* I lit him whom you call our 
'• ki’ig be tieated like one of the vilest 
“ of your slaves, who I14S c ommittcd 


the most enormous crime.” To have 
iiiflii ted Mich a piinieilniiciit as fliis on 
any free Jew, w'ould probably have been 
suilieient to haie thrown the whole city 
and nation into an upro.ir^ but nowAliey 
were Jeaf IdoACry lliiiig but thoolamoui 
of piusion, and in t'neii madness fuigot 
with, how dangerous a precedent they 
niigbt furnish the Homan governctr. And 
indeed it turned dieadtully on themseh ts. 
when iiiieh ij'itnberH of them ulto 
criicibcd for their opposition to the Ho- 
mans duimg the time of their la^t w.ir 
ypc note o 111 the next sccliou, mi Mat 
NEVll %o 



Rejections mi {heir violence in persecuting Jesus', 

; liECT. hds he done 9'^ I declare to you all, as I told 
,olicxxvii. you but now, (ver. M, p. 520.) that I have 
‘ fouyui no capital crime in him : 1 will therefore ^ 

XXin. ^ said, (ver. 16,) chastise him by scourging, 

^2and then 1 hope your rage will be moderated, 
and you will be prevailed upon to agree that I 
should let [A/w/] go without any farther punish- 
ment. 

23 But they^ without pretending td answer the 
argument he had alledged, overbore it by a 
wild fury, and 'were urgent in pressing him with 
/otW and importunate voices; and the more he 
opposed them, they cried out the more abun- 
dantly and Moicntly, demanding that^ whatever 
was the consecpicnce of it*^e might be crucified: 
andi on tlie whole, notwithstanding the farther 
remonstrance of Pilate on the admonition of his 
wife, (which wilj be mentioned in the next sec- 
- tion,) their voices^ ami [those] of the chief -priesti 
(who, to encourage the cry, had so little sense 
of coininon ileceiicy, as themselves to join in it,) 
prevailed with the governor, though contrary to 
the convictions of his own conscience, to com- 
ply with their request. 


found no cause of 
death in him: I ni t 
therefore cha&iibi; 
him, and let him go. 
(Mat. xxvii. gs — 
Mark nv. U —] 


23 And they ivero 
instant with loud 
voices, [Mark, and 
cried out the more 
exceedingly,] _ rr- 
C|iiirini' he 

might ho crucified . 
and the voices of 
them, and of the 
(hitf-prii'sts,prcv.iil- 
cd. [Alat. XXI 11 . — 
23. Maik \v. — 14. J 


IMPROVEMENT. 

r.uke BEHOl.r), how all imaginable circumstances seem to coiisjiiie, 
q—lO to the thrown on that sacred head, whitli now 

^ most worthily wears a crown of eternal glory ; Of a truth, () I.ord, 
against the holy Child Jesus, both JJei'od and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles and the chief-priests, and the people vf Israel, 
were gathered together, <o do whatsoever thy hand and thy conn- * 
set had determined before to be done ; (Acts iv. 27, 28.) The* 
wisest^ person on earth was by Herod and his soldiers derided as 
a fool ; the most deserving was condemned by the ehief-priests ; 
and the most innocent was treated as a criminal by Pilate, and 
furiously demanded as a public victim by the Jews. All the 
proofs of bis innocence are overborue by a loud and a senseless 
try; and those hosannahs with which the streets and temple 
‘ 11—23 were so lately echoing, are exchanged into Crucify him, crucify 
* him. So uncertain is human applau.se, and so unriglneoiis may 
human j,4dgnients be ! . , , 

But ill the midst of all, the blessed Jesus stands collected in . 

' f t 

•» fPifiy tuhat evil hat he done ?] T» writers, and particularly Xenophon, a: 
‘ramiriy; HapheliiiB, (Aiinot. ex an elegant expletive, especiaKv tu iii- 
Xenoph. p, 64,) lla» well pruied, that troducc u question. 
y%f is often used by Uie correctest Greek 



'J(^sus is smirked: 

I ^ 

himself. Firm as a rock, he bears the violence of the storm, sect. 
and is not moved by all the furious waves that beat upon him ; 
and when he saw a robber , and a murderer preferred before hitn,^^'^iyj^ 
and a sentence of the most cruel death clamorously called for and | g Jg 
demanded against him, he silently commits himself to him that 
judgeth rij^hJeoiisli/, who ore Xoti^'brought forth his nghteous- 
ness as brightness, atid. hys saltation as a lamp that burnethA^ 14 
(Compart' I Pet. ii. 23; and Isa. Ixii. 1.) 

Lord, if thou callest us out to share in thy sufferings,, may the 
Spirit of Gad and (f glory thus rest on us! And may neither the 
scorn nor the rage of our enemies .separate us from thee, who 
did so courageously bear all this for us; nor may they ever sink 
us into any weakness of behaviour unworthy of those who have 
ihc honoui to call themselves thy folloU'ers ! ’ 

SECT. CLXX;CVTn. 

Pilate having again and again renewed his efforts to persuade the 
Jews to consent that Jesus should be released, at length yields 
to their importunity, and delivers him up to be crucified. Mat. ^ : 
XXVII. iy.‘24->-3l. MarkXV. 15~2(). Luke XXIII. 24, 

25. John XIX. 1 — 16. — 


JOMN.XIXI. JOHN XIX 1. 

yV/A'A’’ as the priests and peojile of the Jews sccr. • 
I’me look Jesus, ' continued their claniorons demand that Je- ^*^'*'*'* 
and scouj-gcU slioulil be crucificd, Pilate thought it 

advisable to seem at least to consent to it, and ^ix. i 
therefore took Jesus and scourged him; hoping 
that, utter he had been severely scourged, the 
rage of the populace would be something abat- 
ed, and they might at last be prevailed upon to 
consent that he should be dismissed. 

nu'.*Ihe\ow" .“of , 'A*' oj g<^^'‘rnor,‘ knowing 

tiic governor took that It was thelvoman custom to scourge t>ri- „ < 2 ? 


a Tlcen Ihe solduis, The evange- and M.irk mention the whole eofic<; of 
liiflJohn so plainly spvaks of their crow/i- those iiudties together; or Lhr uord 
tn^iuiii ( ord wth th(, and these other 7f, ///.-n, (wliifh isiibed by M.'iUhrwJ inay 
iiirlignitics as pievKii i to Pilate's last at- only sigoify* that it nas doiu' ahout that 
tempt to save him, U at I think it proper lin.ey not determining the ordt i of eacli 
to transpose those ve srs id Matthew and partiOnUr &o absolutely as to be ineon- 
Mark, which niet'.ti.oi these oircumstan* sist(;nt with the most accurate and dix' 
ces Its afu-i bis co.idcniikrtion, and ipt- tinct account which Jtdiiv gives of the 
mediately prereding the execution. SontjC .'Whole proc&ss of this atlair. Many iri' 
of them ipight pruhabiy be repeated af* stances of Uie indet^rminaip use of that 
ter Pilate had delivered him to be ctu- 4 >artHile occur Td the evangelists: See 
citk'd, while the lii'-trnmciits of death Mat. ix. U; xxiv 40j Mark mu. N 
acre prepaniie: and therefore Matthew .2Gj Luke ax’. 10, 31 j and John viv 



^^6 llf is crotJonei\vUk thorns^ moclc^dy and smitten, 

SECT, soncrs just before they pyt them to death, inter- s^sim and [led him 
'<^^*»; i>reteii I'llatc’s onlcr on this head, as a declara- 
■' Hon that he was immediately to be crucified : torium.jandpathfr- 
XXVII. therefore they tttok Jesus [and] kd him aivay “"to him the 
27 <t/i/o the common-hall in Pilate’s palace, which n{iar\*^xv?i6Y^^^ ’ 
was called the pttcioriumy (as being the place 
wliere the priEtor, a Roman magistrate, used- to 
keep his court ;) and there they gathered to him 
the whole bandy or cohort, to insult fnd ternu‘nt 
him, not being concerned to keep any measures 
with a person whom they looked upon as en- 
tirely abandoned to their will. And having 28 And they strip 
ntripped him of that splendid garment in which 
ilerod had contemptuously dressed him, in order a?/dj put on hiin a 
to vary the mockery and affront, Mry wantonly scarlet robe: [Mark 
( lathed him in a vest of imperial purple j [ana] ***■“■ 

put on him a scarlet robe over it, that in this 
gaudy dress he iniglit have something of a mock 
ij. 29 resemblance to a pnnee: Andy farther to ridi- 29 And whou 
‘ cnlc Ills pretensions torovalty, which they con- soldiers j 

sidered a>» an all rout to their nation and empe. p,„ 

ror, the soldiers having maliciously plaited a //uponiusbr.ui, .md 
crown of ihornsy put it upon his head,^' ahd put “s'd- 

ds larger reed, or cane, into his right hand, to re- 
present a sceptre : and then the^ began in 11 111- and,] bo\ (d the knev 
dicrous manner to pay their homage and saluta- bot‘.>u him,[i,^rUijr- 
lioni In him, as to a new-crealod prince on his inraTllj ins'! 
coroniitioii-day ; [tmd] bou'nig the knee before \\fi\ km? of the 
hiniy they did him reverence m u scofiiiig wav, 'do jnd 

and mocked him, saying, All hail, thou most mag- |"|‘VT!I^k 

nificeiU king of the Jem ! Had mighty moniircli I yv. - ■ n is — lo^ 
we give theejny on thine accession to the crown ! John xix. 2—3 J 
and then approaching him a.> if they would liavc 
oliered him some present, as is- usual on such 
:i0 occasions, they smote him with their hands; And 3i) And they [did] 
proceeded so' far as to spit upon him, even in his upon- him, and 
^ery face; and at last took the ret a, orcaiic, out 
of his hand,® and harbarously struck him with 


1 * fJavw^ plaited a rroim of ikorns, &c.] Ix'^tdespripticHis of tin (Mstcinlhoms are 
ll 1*1 ecilanit diev lulepded hereby to to crediud, they -ue rum b Jarg* r thin 
liiri pndidnded royalty to ridicule any coinuioujv knunii in rhe-ie parts 
and contempt, but had thajtbeen all, a, . ^ Iwd Ihe reed -u c.inc out of his 
croun of stiaws might have served as'' band. | The void docs indeed: 

well. They iindoHlitcdly mount to add afjinetiines signif> a deader iced; (Mat. 
cruelty to ihcu .sporn, which especially xi. 7, vii. 20, and 1 , luliii, vcr. 13 ) but 
appeai'td iii their striking hiiu on the it incli.dts all kiudis of ctipcs, and it fs 
hi ad wht'n-ti'.isrrown wasputon. — Iftlip most probable this was a walkwj-itaff. 



Pilate's xvife sends to him to let Jeks atone,^ 5^7 

the it cn the head ; and so, as it were, nailed down stct. , 
the thorns into his forehead and temples, 
occasioned thereby exquisite pain, as well as 
great effusion of b!ot)d : all which tins holy xxvii! 
Sufferer bote with the utmost meekness and 30 : 
composure, neither' reviling nor threatening '•> 
them, but'silently committing himself to the 
righteous invisible Judge. ( 1 Pet. li. 23.) 

Mat xxvii. 19. In the pean time, ^ Pilate was taken up with 
tvheii he was set trying and' Condemning some other prisonei’S|q 

executed that day ; and while 
seat unto him, say- he thus was Sitting m the Lribunal he bad erect- 
ing, Have tiiou no» ed, hts wife^ having by tins time been informed 
thing iodo vitiith.it JcbiKs had been brought' before him, and 

suffered many tilings was going to be giveii up to deatli, sent a very 
this day m a dieani importunate message to him^^ saj/ingy I beseech 
because of him. nothing tO do 

with the blood of that righteous One^ against . 
whom the Jews are now demanding judgment ; 
for 1 have suffered many things to-day on his - 
accoviit in afreartiy* and have had such terrible 
\iews rt'presenied to my imagination in my 
sleep this very morning, that 1 cannot but look 
u))Oii It as’soinething Divine; and conclude that 
if thou doe.si upon any terms consent to his 
deaih, it will be attended with dreadful conse- 
• (juenccs to thyself and tby famil) . 

.Tdiin XIX. 4. Pi- Pilate there) ore y alarmed by such a message as 

laifj tiiciefure vent this, went iiito tlic eommoii-liali himself, to see ■ 
wiiai they weie doing with the prisoner; and 
when he beheld with strong emotion all those 

V li ii'li tiM'y pot into bfs liaiid aii a bccptrc, came .ibout break uf day, she might, on 
lui .1 blow vith a ’‘light n od vuuld .vcaroe tli.it accuiinl ].iy Uie gieater istirsi. upon 
h.i\e been felt oi have desoiveda men- thru), .lanseniiis thinks bhe had now a 
tjoii lu adetoilof such dicadfulsuflertn!'» n piesentation of thuse calamilres which 
^lltsuik sent to him.] Whih Ifoiue oticiuards befel Pilate and bU family, 
was govvinnl by a comm on wealth, it w.is (Si'e note * in the improvtinent.) But it 
unusual foi tlie goienioisof piovincc'S laannnaocountablc thought of Mr. Fltun- 
to tdki- then wiies with them , but afUr- ing, that the devil might be the author 
ward-> it gicw customary, and the mo- of this dream, by which hr might en- 
tioii made ag.nnst it in the fourth year deavour topreient the death of Chmt 
of I iberiub ivas'irjcctcd wiih gutne in« according to the .prophfcirs. His two 
dignatioii Sec Taut, Annal. lib. in, cap arguments, from here ailing Christa man, 

33. 44. . (which is merely taken from oui virsion, 

® I ^ugeted many things to-day att , for in the original it is only tw Stxatu 
hu a dieim.] Perhaps the word ttuiii/if thaf rigfUeovs One^) and from tlie 

crti{x’fs'ff to-day, may imply, that she had disquiet which this tfream gave her, arc 
dre.iint these things that uiorniiig, since too iDConsidrrable lo need a pariiculai 
Pilate rose^ and as the Hontlierts iniagui- leply. See flum.Cbrwtol Vol II.p. 3'?5 
oi those^drearns most fligniAcniit which 



. -itSJS Pilate again, declares he Jbtmd m fault in hb%i 


again, £r<I 
unto tl‘trtri, 


may know that I 
find nofiiult in him. 


'Hien came 

wearing 
the crown of thorns. 


SECT, indignities and torments which Jesus had borne, 

saw how severely the soldiers had scourged j bring him 

him, thinking that the sight of him in so had a forth to you, that y 
condition might move the Jews to compassion, 
he determined to make one trial more. And 
accordingly he came out a^ain to the public tri- 
bunal where the Jews were asstmibled, and 
having ordered Jesus to be led thither, he said 
io them, just before he appeared, Uehald, I am 
' bringing' him out to you again, that ye inay knom 
and observe it, that 1 cw fi?td vo jauU in him, 
though the tortures’ he has now undergone are 
such as must surely have brought him to con- 
fession, if he were' indeed guilty. 

5 Then, as he spake these w^ords, Jesus came 
out of the prTtoriiiiTi /Aor?ii/ nww, sus forth 
and the purple robe, now also dyed in his ow n I'ij thTpurpl^o . . .. 
blood, which streamed forth from all parts of his And y i/«fcNaithunto 
body : and {Pilate\ said to them, Behold the Behold the 

man / view him attentively ; and when you see 
what dreadful things the poor unhappy creature 
has sud’ered, let that content you; ior surely, 
t.onsidenng his iiinoecnce, he has sutfered al- 
ready much more than enough. 

g Ivhen therefore the chief priests and \thei} \ 6 When the chut- 
attendiiig officers saw him, fearing lest the peo- theieforc and 

pie shoulil relent, they presently renewed tljeir o^a, 
exclamations, and eagerjy mVr/ oMf as before, Crucify Aj//t,crucii\ 

• saying. We know the man sufficiently : away ■ 
with him to the cross; crucify \kiin\ crucify 
[Aywf] ; and immediately order the wretch to 
be executed. 

Pilate on this .saif/ to them. If ye arc thus re- 
solute and inexorable, I leave him in your him, and cruciiyAi^w, 
hand 9 > to dispose of him as you think fit : take for i iind no fault m 
ye him therefore, if it must be so, and crucify 
[him'] yourselves ; but J desire to discharge my- 
self from having any thing to do in it, either by 
myself, or by my Roman’ guards ; /or, as I 
have told you and agaiu, J find no fault 

in him worthy of any such punishment. 

7 The Jexes answered hintj There is no 7 Thc Jewi, answer- 
foom to represent hitn as a faultless person, nor 
any reason to be backward to conacmii him; • 
blit the-^e objections you have made oblige us 
tt) mention one circumstance which, for the- ^ / • 

h.orror of it we would willingly have concealed ; 


— Pila'e baiih iiii- 
thfiru. Take 



God. 


8 Whrn l*iUte 
tliorcf'ire IumiiI ihit 
ill' Ucib the 
irioie airuid , 


;r PilaU u afraid, and ez^mhps hii^^^gahi* 

a law sjjid by fyave a Diving htp which wc received from seen 

blasphemy is forbidd<Mi 

lumiclf the Sou of the hifinest pendtie^ ami oy thitf our law -he 

ought to dicy timugh he were not chargeable xix. 7. 
with sedition and treason, because he has made " 
himself the Son of the mos>t hiuh (tod^ in such a 
sense creature can be; and this he de- ’* 
cJare(i;^i,this mpruing in open court. (Com- 
pare xxvi. 63, 64; Mark. xiv. 62; and 
Luke x3{if-70, p. 507 ) 

ff'hen Pilate theYefore heard this expression,^ 

Ac trfli still than before;^ for the 

Homans believed many poetical stciries of men 
begotten by their deities, and thonglit them a 
ktnd of denii‘gdds, who could not be injured 
without CMgaging their divine ptuvnts in the * 

9 Aiiid went agjiu quarrel,' .rYwJ tjierefore apprehending thafhisO 

w'l, ami ’.“itl '“X, ""g'’* '''**^ If”'" 

Jesiis, vviimcc ait a causc, hc entered upotn Difo the pn her, and 
iiimi ' lii.f Jesus taking him aside, he said to Jesus, 'I’cli mo . n' 
a.ni iiimno answer. p|j^|jj|y whence thoii camcst, aiul from 

whom art thou tjescended ? ^nd vvliat is this Di- 
vine original which thou art charged with cl nm- 
ing?< But Jesus, knowing that his innort^nco 
was already apparent, even to the conviction of 
Pilate’s conscience, gave him no answer to that 
question. 

M'IIkh saith Ti- 'Phen Pilate in surprise said to him. What, 10 
iii. uiiiohim, Speak- reply, and not so much as 

thou not, '^pt'afe to Vie in .such a circumstance as this, in 
u at 1 iiu\c power to wliich tfiy life is so evidently concerned ? Dost 

thou not know, that 1 have, power and authority • 


f re xva<i still mvre afiaid than beforc.l 
Tho'i!>h I think, vnth All. Cr-'idock, and 
‘■evf'ial otlhis, the inteipieialiou \eu 
in ihe patjpln i^c iho most natural, yqt 
I cannot forbear tiKntionin^ that gf Or. 
Lardrii'i, «ho ih.i)k.s he uasatraido/a 
sedition anion; the Jei.s, from hisknow- 
ledee of thi ‘11 gi '.it ohstinacy in any 
thing in VI Inch if'igiori might '.cem to be 
coiiccvncd ; .iiul he .idds, Uc might be the 
more rcaviouablv o iuiicd on this head, 
as siiicp the beginuing of hn. gOiCinm^qA^ 
he hid met with two re in.uk able nistaQ<- 
oes of their sn' nti-s, one hi a,u attempt 
he iiiaile to bring t!u> imago of C.t.sar in- 
to Jerusalem, the tnher-in a design he 
had foEilied of supplying the Citv with 
w.iUm ut 111 .' fvpenc'e oftfao saored trea- 
sury of ilio temple, Sec Ia*il Credib. 
iiart I >Vol. r. p ijjb. 

\or. II. 


S IVhvnce art Ikju ?] It is .strange Mi 
Locke bhould illiiik, (as he doc;^. hi'> 
Hcdbimableiiess of CbribtianttV, Vol. 1 
p. 13’3 ) tha' Chiist dticlincd giving him 
an answer, Ic-t when he ho.iid he was 
born at llethlehciii, he should h.i\e any 
,snch apprehensions .is Herod had enter- 
tained^ Pil.dc probably knew nothing 
at alt of ^h-it prophcoy, ns Fleiod him- 
self indaed jdxLnot, ,ti1l he had K aiiit 
It from Uie Jewish scrib^.s whom lie con 
suited ud (^risi's biitli (Mat. ti. 4, o. 
•y^. I, p, ’8l.) The an'swrr which our 
toj;d h,id made to'Tfns former inquiries, 
(Jieaed how far he was from decllninir 
anv danger; aqd the truoVt.iso.i pf hn. 
present '{.ilence was. that Pilnlc’s mi- 
slead v conduct rendered him unworthy 
of any fuither information. 


C M 



PilatCi convinced of hisk inmchtc&i sought to rdeaM him, 

to evuLify ihccj and have vow^er Uy release thee^ if'f?wcify thee, aiad 

please, notwithstanding ail the clamorous de- 

^^J^mainis of thine cnt'inics.K, " ' 

calmly replied^ Thou coulist have m ii jesua answer- 
power at all against me^ except it were given e*J. couideM 
thee from abme,Uomthe God of teavfiii, Whose 
providence 1 acknowledge in all these ^^vents:* it av’ere gnen thfci 
therefore he who has delivered me tp the€ye\eT\ from above- tt.cre- 
the Jewish bigh-priest wub couricik having 

far greater opportunities of knowing him and hath the greater sin. 
his law, hath, the greater and more aggravated 
sin; yet thou thyself caiist not but know, that 
on the principles of natural equity, an innocent 
per»on ouglii not to be given up to popular 
• fury. 

t2 //?i^//ro7nf7iw /m/c Mtf/e was so far satisfied , 12 And. from 
of the injustice, of the. prosecution, and of the 
. innocence or Jesus, that lie endeavoured the 
more earnestly to release him. But the Jews still 
i''’' insisted on his passing sentence on biin to, be 
crucified , and apprehensive of the governor’s de- 
sign, that they elfectually might put a stop to his 

noit t/tov nnl inow that I havie poiser I Thou conhlesl have no poxtitr at all a- 
IScc ] Even they who main- gainst tne, except tt uieie ^wen thee Jmttt 
tain that the Jews bad a po^er of exe- ahove."] Some have thought that the word 
outing capital s<'ntenc.^sin Christ’s time, from above, ntef" to the situaiion 

acknowledge that power to have been of tlic temple, which stood much higher 
under the cunliol of the Koman go\-er- than the pr.Ttoriiun, and thai it is ns it 
nor; and that it was in fact so often Jesus liad said, “ I Itnou that whauicr 
controlled, that at last the Jewish sanhe- " thou dost against me, is only in cuii- 
drim icmoied from the chamber in which “sequence of ihe sctui’iice passed iii 
alone they Could regularly pass them, “ voiidcr court held above, so th.it then 
that they might not have the mortifica- ** guilt is greater than thine.” Hut 
lion of seeing continually how little Ibeir though this would very will aecoiuii 
decisions availed, wheu the most notu- fui tiie couiiection of the latter pan «if 
noun crimfnal, if he bad but^ money, the verse, I cannot think it altogetlicr 
Goh^huy^ pardon fiom their common just; forbad Pro\ idence pcrniitte(n*i- 
inasters. ' S^o that tlic dispute, aftei all late to sei/.e (Jhrist as uiic dangerous t(» 
the noi^e it has made in the learned Caesar's dignity, ho would have had ns 
world, seems at last to terminate m this much power of putting him to death as 
nicety, “ whether the coment of theRiv- he now had. It is tlicrcfoie much moic 
“ man governor were expressly asked reasonable to .ouppoie >11 irfois to the 
“ before tJic Jews proceeded to an exe- permission of God's pruv id. m c. No 
“ cutton, or were taken for Ranted if tbonghtwnsmoiv jiripu totheoccasiou; 

the contr.-iry did not appear-" Or, in and I think the mt(‘ipi<-i'i!ioii 1 have 
other Winds, “ Whetbaf the dlftcacy ghen to the latter clause in tins view, ib 
** of a sentence passed bv lihe Jews were»r )if|tural, though m>t very common. But 
“ owing to the express ^bil,3autor the if any ure iiutsatistcd with it, they tnay 
“ connivance of the Romans^” Tbceon- consider whether ha t> % mav not be cuii- 
diictof the Jew's in this ea<!e seems to nected with the bcgiriiiiiig of the ver^'(,, 
prov e the former of these to hare been so that it might be tianslated, 7Aw 
the true etatnof the afTalr; And vindicates amldvit have m power ai u/r ai},irfisl m*', 
not only the sitb&tance of what Dr. Lard- nn/t-M it were f>nen thee fiom a’, ic for li i\ 
iKT ha*- maintained, but the particular purpose, ((.’oinpare note f on John vjt 
manlier in which he expresses It, ?ec 21, s(cf. 
hutc on !\Iat vxvii. 2, p 'ill. 



Abou^the brings tim oUt as their kin^. 


but th^ Jews CrtisS^ 
out, saying-, If thou 
Jet this mao-go, thou 
art not Ciesar’s 
frienrl ; whosoever 
maketh himself a 
king, $]>taktth a- 
g.imst Ca;»ar. 


13 When Pilate 
therefore hoard that 
saying, he broui'ht 
Jesus forth, and saf 
down in the judg- 
nit,nt-seal, in a place 
that ‘is called the 
pavement, hut in the 
Hebrew, Calihaiha. 


1 V And it was the 
nieparation of the 
jMs-^over, and about 


iittentiort of diatfifarg'ing him, they eagerW cn- sEciij 
tA>oia^sayin§^'Jftn(^,kithisman*^o off 
\m life, thw art W &^safs Jriendy though thou 
bearest his conimiasiou, and represeinest liis per-xix. iff, 
son ; for every one that makes himself a king of 
iJtldeajjptffl/-j 'against Casar our emperor, and 
in effew^'arraigns the-, legality of his government 
here.',' > 4 % 

WkeS'Pitate therefore heard that speechy he 13 
very roue!) alarmed, as be well jenew how ' 
suspicious a ppipce Tiberius was, and how many " 
spies he kept on all his officers, that nothing 
might be done or permitted -by them in any pf 
the provinces, which could at all mterfen* with 
his authority I*' and, that he might not then be 
charged with any want of zeal ffir €irsai\ inte- 
rest, he brought Jesus out of the palace again, 
and once more sat down on the tribunal^ which 
was then erected (as was .said bvifote, p. %VL) ^ 
wMthout ehe p<dace, in a place called in Gu'ol*'', 
Lithostratan, or the Pavementy on account of a 
beautiful piece of Mosaic work with which the 
floor was adorned: but in Hebrew it was called 
Gabbatha, or the Higb-place, because it stood 
on an emineoce, so that the judge, being seated 
there on his tribunal, might be heard and s^^en 
by a considerable number of people.* 

it was then the preparation of the pas5-\A^ 
over, or the sixth day of the week, and conse- 
quently the day which fell before the paschal 
sabbath, which was observed with some peculiar 
solemnity; (sec John xix. 31 , sect, cxcii.) and 
the morning was so tar advanced, that it [tt?a.vj 
drawing on apace towards the sixth houTy and 
was now about the third hour, or nine in the 
morning/" which obliged them to dispatch, that 


^ As liP well knew how suspicious a 
prince Tlberms was, fiTc.] Fvery body 
that knows ihi* t luinicter of riberiu!!), es-* 
peeially as illustrated by Suetonius lu 
his excellent Ilistor} will see how natiir* 
ally Pilate might bu apprehensive on this, 
licad. 

* fn Jhbrtnoy fiabbnlha.^ There are va- 
rious ctyiuulogios <.f this word. I think 
the must probable is tliat which denves 
It fi-mi clevavU, and $0 it intimates 
its beiii^ iMiftl on hi^n. It w.is, pi-i h.ips, 

A kind of stage, or scafl'old, in the midst 
et ii ^ptU'lculs are.i heJutT^iiig 'o the pa- 


lace, 111 which the governor might place 
himself, on public, and t-apecrally ju- 
dicial occasion!). U plainly appears from 
-the cotinectiun of the words, that it was 
nut in his ^Vse, but somewhere u ithuut, 
probably in.i|oine uj^eci place. 

n> H oi drawing oh apace towards the 
sixih hoUff and was now about the third 
hour, Jfc.J Difficulties which se<>ni to 
me quite invincible attend the reading 
which i$ generally i-ecci ved. f tt w o aL\>ui 
ihesi-rth Aoo/,^ wliether'we reckon it, ac- 
cording to the Homan method ot cuinpu- 
tatihn, 'It lu the morning, Or, accctdiug 



<^32 ' But the\/ cried' hhny€rt^^ 

tlioy tiiiglit have execution done-, a$ usual, bc.-'®« *>*th hour And 
^x^iifore nr,f,n Ami iMlatc, finding hi must, after 
IjSti y l>**‘>ple, and fcohsent to the death kn,gi 

^4.\. 14 oi .K'sns, lest his former struggle shduld be mis- 
^ represented a*t Rome, was resolved* to ' manage 
this mcidfMit so as to procure from 1*1)16^ Jews a 
public eckunwIedgnuMit of Oiesar’s .lintbority: 

(/Wf/ therefore, pointing to Jesus, as.llie^n6w ap- 
peared in tills mock j)omf) of royalty 
V the who were ]>rescnt in vast numbers, 

^ BcfU'hl ijnur lin^j if you think/fit to owm him, 

15 as It is->aid many ofypu have dpne. Bitt they i'5 E«it theycnM 
aoain cvicd cut with indignation and disdain, 

V ^ n ‘ T i a«ay with him, cni- 

Jmnj xvith [//zm,] away in/h \him;] wc'arn so (.,tyh„n. i.,i 3 t;^a,th 
far from owning him, that we desin* thee tocrw- un»o them. i%all i 
tify him. Pilate .^ays to them, Whar, jihall I ,y‘'“r • 

ct iicijy your km^? h'ow strange, and how ex- pnesb an- 

ti jivagaiu a demand is this ! And ihe chitj priests 
> ansh'erecl, in the naim' o. all the people, fVe have 


lo the Jewi'.h computation, tuelvc at 
noon. — 'I'he best cummenUitors I know, 
(and ainorii: the rest ot Jat*', Dr <luy'»e,) 
thnik the wh'>!e difficulty of reconciling 
these words of John with who tells 
u.^, (chap. w. 25, sect, clxxxix.) that 
Christ was cruedied at the third hm rj 
and with Matthew and Lnk«, who exact- 
ly agree with him m lixing the time of 
that darkness which happened white 
Christ hung upon the cross, (compaie 
Mat, NX vii 4.5 : Lnke xxiii. 44 ; and Mark 
XI . .‘J's sect, cxci.) K easily solved by ' n- 
derstaiiding it,' according to the Kotnan 
account, of bix in the morning Ri t as 
Tohn was a .lew, and elsewhere seems to 
use the Jewish account. ^John i. 39! iv. 
6, 32 ) that very supposition is in general 
improbable, dr if, out of regard to he 
Cohsiderations wliich the learned, but 
here dubious and perplexed Zeitnenis 
has urged, (-ee Zeltncr. Mor Pilat p 14, 
8C st'/j ) w e were to grant in general a sup 

f iosable ease } very strong objec*^ions » ill 
lb supposing it here.' fV)T though 

wc should with many critics take it 
granted, that Ihc pas'^over here felt late 
in April, (which was the latest it coidd 
fall.) the sun wouM notriMat Jornsaloih 
till near'five o’clock andond* caimot sup- 
pose the sanhedrim assembled till about 
break of day. How then is it po>siblc, 
that their col»delnnatf<>»^ of Christ, his 
srr.iignnunt and examination, nr>t be- 
fore Pilate, then before Herod, together 
with Pilate’s rciiegtcd examinations of 


hiin, aud conferences with the Icw'. about 
him as also the chang- nf diess, ‘‘Comb- 
ing, crowning with th<iin‘«, i^c bhould bi* 
di!.piiichi*»l by xK > Till verj content-, of 
the preceding sections sci in to deinon- 
Blrate th - cmitiaiv — Writhe other hand, 
it could not now be tw live at noon, siiioe 
Mark assures us to the contrary , and his 
account is condrrncd both by Maitlicw 
and Luke. (Sec the places jtibt now 
quoted, and note ;• on Maik xv . 23, sett 
clxxxix ) — 1 cannot llnrelore but coii- 
Cltide with (’olurtiehis, (Ob'-cri p 77 ) 
Beza and Erasmus, that iiistend ot the 
sixtli we shivild read the third iiuur, thnt 
K nine in llie morning. For tins 'ic 
have the aiilhority (if the rainbndise ma- 
nuscript, and of Peter of Alexandru, w ho 
•xpresely ashcrts it was TfCri, tuc ihud, in 
the orifiiiitil copy, which he bays cont - 
nued ill his time, and though as Dr 
Mill abmidautlv shew bin lin> Annotation 
ou this place, all the be'<t iminusciipts 
and ancient \ir«ions an* on the other 
side, J am ■'bhged here to follow the vu- 
ponor authority of omiTiorr iciise , how - 
ever m subniisbion tijthc greatest num- 
ber of copies, I ha e slill retained the 
coQimon leading in the version, and have 
only given what I apprehend to be the 
true leading in the paiapliias'’. — Some 
other unsatisfactory hyputhesis will be 
touched on in the note laH, referred ti- 
Sce a l.irg« and accural e vick- of Ih. in 
in Wolf. Cur. I’hil. Vol. I. page 9t.y— 
97G. ' 



PUa^'XwhmgUs Jb^ th^mhli his blmd bn themselves, dS^‘ 


hwcrcd, We have po 
kio" but Caaar. 


Mat XXV U. 34. 
When Pilate haw that 
ho coukl pro ail no- 
thing, but iliut rather 
a tumuii was made, 
he .tot.k water, and 
washed bis bands be- 
fore the multitude, 
saying, 1 am inno- 
cent of tlie blood of 
this jiifat person: see 
yc to ]/. 


35 Then answered 
all the people, and 
sai<l, Ills blood ^eon 
-tis, and' on our chil- 
dren. 


n6‘ king hit the emperor Tiberius Caesar , whose 
TXJyal authority we all oi' ui. acknowledge, and 
will always maint4n*v ^ 

And i^ilatey seeing tfiatjtsignificd nothing atiy 
jongor to oppo&e the popular torrent, but '‘that 
they rather grew more tumultuous by the delay, 
was tl^UB'riiiined hotyt^ve^ to do all he could to 
make his^^wn conscience easy in complying with 
this tkeif unjust reouest; and tlieret'ore tooh 
water y and washed nis hands in the presence of 
ike nmltitude,^^ ^nyingy ) call heaven and earth to 
witness that L arn innocent of the blood of iliLs 
righteous {mayi] ; look you \Jo\ the coiisequeiices 
o(‘ shedding [t/J; and remember you are answer- 
able for them, whatever they may prove. And 
all the people answered, saying, VVe wll venture 
those consequenres, may kis blood, if innocent, 
he on us, ami on ounhildi t n f and may the curse 
of shedding it, lie upon us throughout ail ge- 
nerations ! ® 
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» Hf tiiok Tt'ffVr, antj uiosfu'd kis hnndt, 
icc J leib «oll kijown, that the .iewb in 
soiiu* c.i'-cb v<*r<> appui.irt-d to ac«A thetr 
hnndi, nh a solumii tukiMi, that they were 
not thumseivcs couoeiiud in the murder 
committed by vunc unknown pen'Oii: 
(sec IVut. XM. 6— Ih) but, as th % nas al- 
so a rite that wa^ fiequeutly uswl by the 
ticntilcs in token uf mnoceiu'e, il is more 
probable, that Pihlc, who wa;i a Cjcntile, 
did It in conformity to them. See (;ro- 
t!u«, 111 loc. and Ktsner Observ. \oi 1. 
p 123, 12^. 

« Aloff fiti blood be on iw, lOid im mtr chtl- 
d)en!] As thi<i terriMe inipi'pcatiou was 
dreadfully answered in the rum so quick- 
iy brought on the Jewish nation, and the 
c.-ilamit.i( b which have siuce pursued that 
wretched people, in almost all ages and 
countries , so it was peculiarly illusi rated 
in the seventy with winch Titus, merci- 
ful as he naturally was, treated the Jews 
whom be took during the^iiege of Jerusa- 
lem; of whom Josephus ]um»elf writes, 
(Beil Jud, lib, V. cap. 11, (al. vi. 13,) § 
1.) that fx-i^iyaiitvor {iwr«wgtf7a, having 
been icaurged and I HuTod in a very fips^e 
mtnner, (bey uvmi runfied in the View, ati4 
near the walk of this cityi; perhaps, 
among othir places, on mount Calvary; 
and it is vci y probable, this siighr be tho 
fate of some of those very persons whii 
nowei^oincd in this cry, a^it undoubtedly 
vias of many of their children, t or Jo- 


sephus who was an cyc-witneii'j, cvpres,-- 
lyd«^iarts, “ that the uumbtrot th*)sc 
'* Uuts cruciljed fvas su great, that tbeiu 
** was not rO'tm fur the crosses u> stand 
by each other; and that at last they 
“ had not wowl enough to m.ikc i icsst* , 
of,” A passage which, c-p' i lally wIkIi 
cumpand with the vrr'e btlo-e us iiu- 
pr('S»F >9 and asionisbes inv‘ beyaiJ > 111 / 
oiiier winch I reculle<.t 111 1 be whole «toi y . 
If this were not the very of (‘iif, 
pointing, out their crime in irocifyn'ig f:i.\ 
Son, It IS hard to say what could d-M-rve 
to bt- called so. — l.lsner has abundantly 
shewn, that among the lircf ks, llu- [jtr- 
sons on wbi> 9 e testimony olhcis wcie ]i:it 
to death, used, by a very solc<nn exixia- 
tion, tv devote tbcmseives to tbi^ diiine 
vdngeance, if the pereon so condemned 
we^e not really guilty. (Eisner. Ubserv. 
\ol. I. p. 12;i— 125.)~Wf‘ aie told by 
Giotii'S, (de Juie Bell. &. Pac lib in. 
cap. 4. § 9, No 2.) thnt 'Iitus command- 
ed the women and children of the Jciv< 
to be exposed in theatres, and there to 
be devoured by wild beasts : a fact who li, 
i should have thought it cktrcinclv pru- 
p^ to dsleution here, if any aiithoiity 
trefe prijiduoed to suppoit it.' But as I 
Cannot meet with any «uch account ni 
Josojihus, 1 afli ready to ascribe what 
Crotms mys of it, to a slip of .memory 
in that great critic ; ospecuilly, consider- 
ing how improbable it was, that so In ^ 



’'^4 'Pilate condemns hifjfi^and delimts hiM to be cruci0ed. 

j^ful when they had said this, Pilate^ who now iuK*‘XXiir. w. 
^^^vVhs something easier in his own mind, and was il,"conIe^uhrn'°.- 
(les irons to i he peapUt'^ since perceived pie] gave ?ente.ice 
Icxiri. could be done no other way, pronqunced sen- that it t-houid be as 
2‘i fence, that what they heniandvd should be done, 
and that Jesus should.be put to death. '* 

25 /hid in pu rsuance of that sentence, hdfeleastd 25 And he released 
to them Barrahas, who (as was said before) was [Bar.ibi>as,j 
thrown into prison for seditionand mur^; but mfrder vasmt*"- 
xvhom, aggravated as bis crimes were, they had to pnt.on, whom 
importunately desired in preference to Christ; tiad desired, 
and having (as we relatd abovei,iJobn xix. 1 , l‘;;^^ed'jVntl'’ho 
p. .525.) already scourged Jesus, he did not re- deliveiedhimtotiipir 
new that torture ;‘i how-ever, he delivered him jy*'* to bocmcuied.] 
to their will to he crucified, with such circum- [v 
stances as they tlioiight proper; and they soon u..— j 
showed that their lender mercies were cruel. 

And when the Jewi.sh mob had thus prevail- Mat. xxvn. 31. 
ed, after they hadviocked and insulted him fora after that they 
^ while, just as the Koman soldiers had before done /hey took the [pill?’ 
in the pnetoHuii), deriding his pretences to a pie] robe off frfjin 
kingdom, and abusing him like the vilest slave, P«t ins 

they look llicpurpk robeofjivm him,' and having '"J 
dressed him again in his own garments, they led 

mane a prince as I'itiif should be guilty exact in hi.s account of this pait of tir 
(,f such dlmo&l unexampled j^ruclty. On story, mentions his ha\ irig bi eii si buiajt il 
the contiary, in the only passage I re- before, aud says nothing of the repetition 
collect, where Josephus speaks of ex- of it, (which, considering Pilate’s coiiMi - 
posing the Jewish captives to wnld tion of his inDoccnce, he would probold y 
beasts, (Joseph Hell, Jud. Ub. vi cap. spare,} I choose to interpret (lie noid iii 
l^al. vw. 16,) ^ 2.) it IS expressfy said, tin- manner, which the original will \cry 
that Tii'is sold all who aere under se- well bear 

V eiitccn years old. r fhe purple lobe off fiotn hm.\ 

P Dmrodi to iotufy the pcapb; f9 lm>ay It is observable, as we have seen aboAc, 
wsi^iffen \ Abhia former aduiimstratioii bad p. 526, that Matthew, (chap, xxvii. '2 h ) 
^acn them a great deal of disgust, he mentions a resr/e/ ro/ie, xoxKtvtiv 
might very probably think it absolutely and Mark(ch8p. xv. 17, as well as here,) 
neocssary'thas to appease them: yet they a purple i>arment, titi rooyj^xfv. I take net 
•iltcnvaVds followed him with tbeir npoit me to determme.’wheihor either of 

siti'iiia to his ruiD} and thus, by the these words be used foi the other, waving, 
i'i;):hteous judgment pf God, he lost all ai m some other cases, the most exact 
(he advantage which he hoped to gain signiiication; or whether there were tno 
by this base compliance, as Felix did, germewte used, a /ivr/ii'eye^/, and over that 
when he afterward* ii\jw«d Paul on. the aecAef robe. However, it is probable, 
same unworthy principles. Acta xxlv. whatever they were, Pilate, or any of bis 
^n, ^'4 chi^ officers would not cover Ins bleed-. 

q ITaung already teaur^ed Jmui 9ps“ hig? body with any thing better than 
ytUtua-o;.} Many cntics, hnd aiHot^.the andd, atid perhaps tattered habit, which 
rest Klsner, (Observ. Vol. I. p. 1125.0 au*w^ed - their contemptuous purpose 
ishewn, iliat scourging used to precede much better than the be>«t vGnch the go- 
rrncihxioiij but u Johttf tyho ikmost vemor*s wardrobe could have afi^rdi d. 




Let us now, by a lively a£t of faith, bring forth the blessed John 
Jesus to our imagination;' as Pilate brought him forth to the peo- 
pie: Let us wiw affec^n^te sympatbji^ survey the indignities 
which were offered him,' when he his buck to the miters, and Ver, i. 
his cheeks to them that plucked off the hair ; and hid mt his face 
from shame and spitting ; (Isa.4\ 6.) Behold the man, wearing 
his purplotrobe and thorny crown,' and bearing the reed which 
smote him, in his right hand fora sceptre ! Behold, not nierely J 2 ^ ,, 
the man, but the Son of God, thus vilely degraded, thus in- 
faniously abused ! Shall we, as it were, increase his suflerings, Julia , 
and, while we condemn the fury and cruelty of the Jews, shall ' 
WQ crucify him to ourselves afresh, and put him to an open '' 

shame? (Ilcb. vi. 6.) Or, shall we overlook him with slight 
and contempt, ‘dwd hide our Jaces from him, who for our sake 
thus exposed his own ^ (Isa. liii, 3.) 

Let the caution even of this heathen judge, who feared, when ^ 
he heard ho so much as pretended to be the Son of God, engage 
us to reverence liiin, especially considering in how powerful a 
manner he has since been declared to be so \ (Rom. i. 4.) 
us in this sense have nothing to do with the blood of this just ''’' ' ‘ •* 
Person. — Let his example 4eacb us patiently to submit to those 
sufferings vvhicli God shall appoint for us, remembering jthat no 
enemies, and no calamities we meet with, could have anj/ power Jubn 
against us, except it were given thorn from above, 

IIovv wisely was it ordered by Divine Providence, that Pilate 
sliould be obliged thus to ucquii Christ, even while tw con- ’ 

demned him ; and to speak of him as a righteous person, in the o^l *26 
same breath with which he doomed him to the deatli ol the most *■ ’ 
flagitious malefactor ! And how lagaentably does the power ot 
worldly interest over conscience appear, when, aftet alt the 
convictions of his own mind, as w^ll as the admonitions' of his 
wife, he yet gave him up to popular fury. O Pilate, how glou- i.nte 
ously hadst thou fallen in the defence of the Son of God I and 
how justly did God afterwards leave thee to' perish by the re- 
sentment of that people whom thou . wast now so studious to 
oblige!" . . 

■ J^ave thee to peiisb, Josephus lib. ii. cap. 7.) that quickly 

(Antiq. lib, xviit, chap. 4. |al. a,} § T S.) aficr» (having,^ ai others say, been bn> 
expressly assures us, thatPilate, living nishedto iaGaul) he laid,Moleuc 

alain a eonsiderable nuinber of seditious honda upon jkioiaelf, falling on his «;\vii 
Sam^tans, was deposed from his go- sword. Agrippa, who was an eye-witness 
Tcroment by Vitellms, and sent to Ti- to m.'uiy of bis enorinities, bpuak'^ of hiui 
bcfius at Rome, who died before he ar< in his oration to Cains Cesar, as oncwlio 
riud there. And Eusebius tell!) us, liad ueen a uan of a most infamous cha. 



. Jesus ts taken to k! deucifidiliinth (wb mdefactWs ; 

Who ca» without trembling rekd that drcadf&i imprecation, 
; //Z5 blmd he on us, and on our tfiildreii ! Words which, evcMi 

tins day, have their remarkable and terrible accomplishment 
■ in that curse, which has pursued the Jews through seventeen 

. hundred years. I ord, may it. at h‘nglh he averted, and even 
J turned into a blessing! May they^/w/fr on hini u'hovi they have 
piemd', and mourn, till all the bbstihaoy of tneir hearts be siih- 
(Ined ! till they how dowm inglhd siib^ssion to that King, whom 
'Cod has set on his Holy bill, aud thus brought themselves to 
reigti with him in Everlasting honour and joy! 

kS E C T; €LXXXIX. 

Jesus, hehig delivered up hjf Pilate to the rage of the people, 
hears his cross to Calvary, and is theYc nailed to it. Mat, 
' . XXVII. 32--:U. 38. Mark XV. 21—23. 25. 27, 28. Luke 
XXlll. 26-34.— John XIX. 16—18. 


, XI X.— 1 6. JOHN'XIX -1 1 . 

Vlxvxix passed sentence upon they took J<^ 

Jesus, to ^atisfy thcyestless clamour of the and led him 

j«)im Jews, and hud delivered him to the soldiers to 
crucified, his prosecutors, having gained 
ilieir point, hastened his execution ; and hav- 
ing insultcfl and abused hihi (as was said before), 
they look Jesus, and led him away to that ter- 


rible punishment.® ^ 

Lake Jnd, to expose him to the greater ignominy i.i kk xxiir 
XXIII. and reproach, and to prejudice the people more , 

strongly against him, there were also two other 
\mcn, who xoere] condemned fo die upon the 
cross for a robbery, aud were well known to be 
great malefactors, that were led out 61 Jerusalem 


racter (Philo, J«d. in Log H. I034^J 
and by that manner of speaking) ai 
Vakbnib ticllobsorveii, it i9 plainly inti- 
mated he was then dead. Probably the 
.icousatiuiib of other Jews following hiiD, 
had before that provedJiis (iostruoiton. ' 

■* 7 hey look Jew andJefl hm'gway.l It 
is cndi'tit, this text h parallel' to Mat. 
xwii.— 31. and Mark xv.-r20. Bull 
bd^e here, as in-soine other^atancee ot 
twq or AitH« parallel posiagt^ put One 
at, the eouelusion of a former aet^kia, 
and the Ijglier at the beghuiing of the 
next, for a better ocKroection.->-<-l may 
also aud, that this -seems to me the exact 


place of Mat xxvii. 3~- 10, m which tlie 
eviulgelist relates the tr.igical end of 
Jodns; but ( hope 1 shall he indulged ui 
transposing it, partly that 1 may piobonc 
a better proportion m the b ngth of the 
sections, and chretly that I may not in- 
tciruptthe important story of Christ’s 
passioU: and 1 moreeasil} allow myecif 
fo do it, because pioiiably the \crv same 
^nsideratiun engaged Matthew a little 
to anticipate if. Let it only here be ob- 
served, that »Uie death of Ibis traitor 
seems to have happened before that of 
his Master: so spo^ily did the J>tvine 
vengeance pursue his aggravateA, crimp. 



'^nd bearing his cress, is led may to Golgotha. &ST. 


*rd with lum, to be him, to be executed at the same time ; tliat sect, 
company he niight*bc thought to su{Fei 
John xi\. ] 7 for the worst of crimes. ‘ 

And he bcai ng hni Jesus, thus attended as a criminal, wasxix it 

"Tpracfcim «; led !'■« f y- '•‘"•nw “ part of' ' ' 

place of a scull, his cross Oil liis shOuiders, acciirdingto the cus- 
which 1 - cdiU'd in tom of tliose who were to be t'rucitied ; and in 
the Hebrew, Goigo- maiitter he tcent out of the city to a place 
which lay on the wesiern side of Jerusalem, but 
a little without the boundaries of it, ^ which Teas 


called in the Mehiru^ language (ioigoihu, [or] 
ike place of a scull; because the bodies of many 
criminals, having been executed on that little 
emitinice, were buried there. 


Lok» .will. 26. And as they led him on, Jesus was now so Luk.* 
And as thi y h'd hnn faint With the loss of blood, SO very sore with 
*irwfo/^c?ione ".s^^ laslies and bruises he had received, and so-^^ 
moil by name',] fatigued .With the load of such a laige piece of 
[Maik, the father of tiniEcr, tjiat he was not able to proceed so fast 

hji *'’‘'‘®y especially considering hnw little ' 

'.omng ulit oi the lime they hatl before them to finisli their work, 
coimtiv, friiii t'u’v \ik 1 jis lit* wUs advancing slowly to the place of 
1, mi hold mi J (.^edition, they met on the road a poor Afri- 
pc'itd to tear hii wlio wa.s rt native of Cyrene, named Simon, 
cr*.-,] fh(‘ father oj Alecander and liiljus, wlioafter- 

‘ wards became Christians, and.wTreof some 
after f.-su6. I tit. 'n the church: this Simon at that nine 


x\^.^ 'ii. AlarK 

-^1 J 


27 And Ihrre ful 
iowed h'ln a jjiCiit 
cuiiipaiiy of piMpli, 


was hy, as he came out of the country to 

Jerusalem; [and] //icy immediately Laid hold on 
[him] as one fit lor their purpose, finding him 
a strongman, and it may be, suspecting ilint he 
was a favourer oT Jesus; [and] preiei.Jing that 
the authority of the Roman genernor impower- 
ed them to press any they mot for this Sen ice, 
they compelled him to carry at least one end of 
his cross ; mii/ nccordingiy on hm they laid the 
cross, that he might carry it after Jisiis. 

And a great multitude of people efowded tifter 


i» Carrying •<* heivvport of AutTcur, went 
iw/ ut the ntv, *1 ■ jjr [.a diier b<is 
•bunddrirty pi>ni>d f,.)ii) roatiy quota* 
tioft*, that It w.i<! cu'-lii'i.aiy , ijottmlyfui' 
the Jews, (N'liiib MtJii;;s xxi. 

]S, Aen 111. ''S, 1 fill! a'Hi fur the 
Imiii, Kphcsi.u-*,.i')d i^imana, tocjrccuto 
th ir inai'‘fdCi,.>is withoct the yalfs of 
tlmr O'lit^. (See his CVdibilny, pait i. 
Vg), T p CSi, •35.)0--Whal gur Lord 


l^aVried, %as not the whale eras, but unit 
that ituhiKenf pm,pi(t ww/ to whuh bth 
Bims^teroulti rHdrd'i fai<:ciic*d ; a (hviiuh 
was ealUid anle^m'’ or fwca, soiojj .» i Jt-s 
Ih' ati^, or'npnfrfit heairi, whit'h n.-ih t'^'d 
in the carih. This lue ciiminal u^d to 
c^iry, and therefore was railed /«/•«'<■/, 
A*t* Bishop Peafson oh the Cited, p 
204. ' ' 



558 The'wojnen weep for him, are. bid to mep for thefMlve^. 

SECT, him to see tlie crucifixion; particularly a of women, which 

coi»sideral)le numfiep^ aoiMcw,' wno had attend- 
ed lus mini'itry with groat delight, /oZ/oyi.rd him 
^•'^d occasion ; who were so tenderly af- 
i^Tfectcd with the moving sight, that tliey not on- 
ly |)itied him . in their hearts, b(it also veiiied 
their concern in tears, ftiid bewailed UTid lament- 
2Sed him in a very affectionate manner. But . 28 But Jesus turn- 
Jesus turmng to them, said, Alas, yb daughters D.V/hteiJlJtotl’ 
of JiTUsaUni, weep not for me^ who am willing lem, weep not tor 
to submit to all the sufferings appointed for me, weep foi 

as what I know will issue in theisiaivation of my 
people, and in my exaltation to the highest 
glory ; Imt rather weep for yourselves^ and for 
your children^ in cpnsidcration of the dreadful 
judgments that these crimes will quickly bring 
' upon this wretched people, whose calamities 
will be of much longer duration than mine. 

29 /hr, let it be remi'mbered by you as my dying 29 Fof behold, the 
words, behold the days are surely and quickly ‘^‘^y® »* 

coming, and some of you may live to see them, 
m which tllC innocent blood which this people barren, and the 
have imprecated upon themselves, shall come 
down upon their heads m so terrible a manner, ih?el, ** 
that they shall have reason to say^ Happy [arc] suck. 
the barren women, and the woinhs which never 
bare chddren, and the breasts that never suckled, 
them : for as relations arc multiplied, sorrow 
shalJ be multiplied with them, and parents shall 
see their children subject to all the miseries 
which famine, and pestilence, and sword, and 

30 captivity can bring upon th«m Then shall 30 Then shall ti.ov 
they viUa are now triumphing in my death be 

trembling With horror, in expecution of their ns ; and to thr hiiu, 

own ; and, considering present calamities as the Cover us. 

forerunners of future, yet more intolerable mi- 

scM ies shall begin, in despair of the divine mercy, 

lo say to the-mountainsy Fall on us ; and to the 

hillsy Cover us, from the more dreadful pressure 

of Clod’s wrath, which is kiodlt d against us. 

3 1 For if thm- do . these things in the green wood, T”'' t^*^y 

sehat s^he d„nem^ dry f IWucT. agonws as J 

tliese upon me, who aiu pot only an innocent be done m the dry ? 
perse^, .but God’s own Soft,' when I put myself 

in thc- stead of sinners, what will become of those 
wretches who can feel none of my supports and 
consolation!^, and whose personal guilt makes 



Mat. XXVII. ti3. 
And when they were 
come to ffhel place 
called CokuthA, that 
IS to sav, [the] place 
of a scull fl.uke, or 
Calvary,] [Mark xv. 
32. Luke xxiu. 33.—] 


34 They {'avp him 
vinei^r to dunk, 
mingled with gall ■ 
and wh^n he’ had 
lasted iktreof, he 
'M’ould not drink. 


3Tl% gave him vinegar to drink mngkd with gull 

them' as proper fuel for the divine vengeance, 
as dry wood is to^he consuming fire.^ cixxxi»; 

At length they arrived at the place of execu- 
tion: and when ihet/ were come thither, even, /oxxvii. 
L\^ plaee which (we before observed) was called 'ys 
i^^Hebrew /rWgofyitt, that is to say, the place of 
a a littl^ without the city mount 
Cah>arf^\i^iii\\Kh was the usnah place for exe 
cuting CFl^nalfi and scei^ed a proper spot of 
gri^und for the purpose, as on account' of its 
emmence the mjiiiefactors crucified there might 
be seen at Coiisiderable distance, and by a 
great number bf spectators ;) . They proceed- 3 1 
ed to the fatal purpose for which they came: 
and as it was customary to give to dying crimi- 
nals a potion of strong wine mingled vvith spi- 
ces, to cheer their spirits, and render them less 
sensible of their sufferings, the soldiers who at- 
tended him gave him nothing better to drink 
than vinegar mingled with gall, by that odious 
mixture, farther expressing their cruelty and 
contempt: and when he had tasted [cf it,] that 
he might submit to every distasteful cirenm-, 
stance which Providence allotted to him, he 
would not drink any darge draught of it, as 
knowing it would answer no valuable end to do 
it. jdnd, as some of his friends had on that 
occasion provided a cordial cup, they gave him 
[rf/.w] a ilraiight of generous wine to drink, 
mingled with myrrh and other spices, which 
they thought proper on that, sad occasion;*^ hut 
he did not receive [iV,] determining to be.ir the 
full force of hise pains, , unal lay ed by any such 
preparation, and to maintain his thoughts in ' 
the most vigorous exercise. 

And it was nowsthe third hour of the day, oi ” 
nine o’clock in tlio morning,’* when they tliu^ 


Mark XV. 23 
they {aho] 5.1 
ijiiii to dunk, uint- 
Ililllc>lcdn]thm^ ii!i 
butbcreccnedil not. 


Maik 


2j \i\A it was Oie 
thiidiiDiir, .utd[thi!rcj 


<= The^ i(avi' him aKo icmt' to drink, and afterwards so liberally to prepare* 
mingled toilh myrrh ] Some thijik tluM was unguents and aromatic drugs for his ijm- 
iciiir mne, i ail< d nnt ^ai by Matthew; balraing, had proitded on tins sad occ.i- 
liiit 1 apptehoid ih<. reasons vinob Dr. 8ion< some rich wine tempered uith 
Fdwanls has proihierd. (F.xe|ri:it. part ii.'* phoicebpices,,whi^b noth perfect propni - 
N'« ?, p. 173— 1 SR.) sulliL'iently prove, ty he refuseii to,ta!>te,le!it ipahce should 
that this wirif minglrd vilh myrrh was a Insinua^', he intended therehv to ivu- 
(liiferent mixture liuin the vmegaF nud der himself insensible of the tcr^or^ of 
gail, which he if'ci'ived so far as to taste death, , 

It. Probably those pious women, some . «* It ^'ai now tie thud hour of the dav, 

of tlmm^las the story sheas) pcisons in or nine o'clock in the morning ] I can 
pkiitiliil circumstances, nhi'sc /eal en- by no means agree with Vossms and 
‘.(god them to follow hiui to Calvarj, some cihcr ciltU', to read it Ik n- I'nr 



MO 


Be proofs on the cfo^ Jor his tnmks. 

sect, hroujr’it him to mofimt Calvary; ind there, when cr«n‘fietl luui: 
tl.ins.s were made ready, they nailed his 

Mark '"s h?ct to the cross, >aud crucified 27 And vnth him 

XV. 27. him, /tnd they also crucified tcith hwi the tht-y omcify (Luke, 

tmrmkjucton, [or] robbero that were meti. 
tioned bclore, the one on ktsptghi handimdm his right hand, 
the other on the lift; and they placed Jesus in an'i the other on his. 
the midst y as a mark of the greatest indignity, mfdst i 

to prejudice tlie multitude the more against him, [Ma/.” xk^n. 33 ^ 
and to induce them to regard him as the mpst Luka 33 . 

iiS infamous criminal of the three. And thus the •'"JflJ . 

scripture was remarkably (Isa. liii. 12.) mre «as mS] 
)u which the prophet Isaiah speaking with an which saitb, And he 
amazing plainness of the sufferings of the Mes- n»mijpte4 with 
siali, suitk, “ And he icas numbered with the 
transgressors^ • 

^ made no manner of resistance to j xxill, 34 
xxui. 4 crut'l violence, nor did he revile tliem even —Then said jesus, 
when they were distorting his limbs as on a Father, forgnetiicm, 
rack, and nailing his hamfs and Ins feet on the uhat^theydm* 
full stretch to the accursed tree; but; in the 
midst of hi> anguish, he breathed out his soul in 
a compassionate prayer for his murderers : and 
pleading the only excuse wh«ch the most exten- 
sive charity could suggest, he said, Father, for- 
give them, for they know vot what they are do^ 
ing J I'hc Homan soldiers, who were the imiuc- 

sixthhnurj foi thcie ouKht tj> be very particularly to consider it, thouj^h liie 
cogeat reabuoiifiHr depaituifi^ from the au- learned Oerhardus in his liariuoiiy i)ie- 
thority of 41 tlie bes.t eopivsand ancient fers it to all others. — t’-iiiipaic ni)tc'>' ou 
vcrsijons: (bee Dr MilV, in loo) Nor John xix 14, seel. cl\.\xvui. 
can I think, with Heinsiiij, that the*® * Amf he wa numbered with the tran^- 
vurds 111 ,Vlark refer not to the lioui of grefrorr.] I choose, id quotations rrom 
t lie day 111 Tuliich Christ '^as crucilied, the Old festaineiit, to keep as close to 
but to the length of time he had been our English version of the passage qiiot- 
iipon the cross wlicn his' garments were ^,e4 as the Creak will allow me, that the 
dixided, which Mark had spoken of j»«t,!jineDiory ot the hearer may assist him m 
befoic, ju xei, 24. For as Mark ,, distinguishing the text; eUi* 1 should 

tioiis the sixth and the ninth hour, (ver. ' have rendered Kvajjaivv enudvaU as the 
3 1 .) this iiiicqiretation would oblige us word HD’pU’D which Isaiah' uses, seems 
t^Mnclude, either that Mark oaod two algo to sivnify The least ofiience is 
xrt-y dirtercnt ways of coihi^Uadon with a transgresMoii of the law of God, or 
in the comi^^^of a few verses, or else d stepping over the boundaries he has 
that ( hnati^d hot expire till he bad bi'cn prescribed ; but this unpoi ts much more, 
nine haiii;t^on the qnjos.. And as these f Father^ fo ^ive them, Ifcc. | "This is 
ohje^ioi)« equally lie against OoAwvtt’s one of the most stiiking passages in the 
Aaron, book iii. world. While they are actually nailing" 
chap/ui.) that wo are hare to distingaish him to the cross, he seems to feel the 
bi'tw( cn Ihc four larger and twelve '•mal- injiiry these poor creatures did to their 
let honrs into which the day was divid- own souls, more than the wounds they 
‘'c; I do not thiiut it necessary more gave him; an^ as it were toVorget his 



dn iht crucifixkn of Christ. i>41 

diate instrumcnf^ of his death, havinn; indeed saer. 
but little knowledge of him; and the Jews, who*^^***** 
were the authors of it, through ihteir obstinate 
prejudiees not apprehending who he was ; “ for 
** if they had known him, they would not have . 
tmicilicd tlmLord of glory.” (I Cor. ii. S,) 


improvement. . 

Herb lot ns pause a while, and make a few serious reflections 
on this amazing story, which 'the evangelists relate with so 
much simplitity. Bo Im Id .the Stofi of God hearing his cross, 
fainting under the load of it, and .at length extended upon it, xiv. 
and nailed to it. Him theij ionk^ and with wicked hands crucified 7, IS 
and dt:v him; (Acts ii. 23.) Fllessed Jesos, was it for this that 
thou didst honour our nature by a union to thine own, and come 
from thv throne of glory to visit these abodes of misery and 
g.iilt ! Was It for this, that so many gracion-. discoui'ses were de- 
livered, and so many works of love and power pci formed! for 
this, that then mijlitest be treateil as the worst of criminals, and 
suspended on a cross in the air, as if unworthy of a place on earth 
even to die upon ! \mazingand lamentable sight ! Justly, 0 
niightest thou blush to see it! justly ,,0 earth, niightest thou" ’ 
tremble to s^uppori it ! 

l.orvl, like these pious women, who bad the zeal aud fortitude Luke 
to atturul tber, wh-m tlime own apostles forsook thee and fled, xmij. 
wo would follow thee vveepinc : yet not for thee, but for our- 2$ 
selves; that our gudt had hrtuiglit ns under a condemnation, 
imni which we could he redeemed by notliing less than the 
prcrinus biwd nf the S.m of God: that himh without blemish hud 
Tcithnut spot. (I IVr. i. l^?.) —We would behold 'herein, the good-- 
yi('.s',N and the severity of God, (Horn. xi. 22.); for wlrle the rudics 
of his goodness are displayed in his providing a ransom for 
the redemption of lost sinners, an awful proof is given of the 
seveiity ol his jn-Ntice, in his not .sparinu: his own Son, nor ex- 
empting him from the sorrows and snftbrm^s due to sin, w-hen 
he came to put himself in the stead of sinners: and may we not 
in sudra view Ire mbit f>r fear oj him, and be afraid of his judg- 
ments^ (}*sal. cxix. 120) Who can support the weight ot hw 
indignation, rspeciaily when it shall come aggravated by the 
abuse of so im.r li love! If these ‘ikings be ^me in the green V. 
wood, what shnll In dojia in the dry? And if such sufferings be 
inflicted, where there was not any personal guilt to kindle tlie 
flame, in one who answered for the sins of others; what then 


own ancfu!!,}!, lu a cnticcitn for therr s,iL pre'-sivo of th? pment oirr\imstance; 

\ ftenrit’i tdiai tbctf ate ai«l indf<<l it is the exact inip«)rl oi 

^'1 , AS thinking that rersioii most c\. giammaridns call the prCAiut 



M2 ' Hejlecti&ns on Christs proyef for kit enemies. 

will be the end of those who, .W their own iniquities, are be- 
come as fuel prepared for the and are as vessels of wrath 
jp. fitted to destruction? 

jj. shockinir is it to behold the vile indignities that were 

put upon a suffering Jesus, and to reflect ypon the cruel treat- 
ment that he met with from his insulting envies! Yet have not 
webeenrerily guilty concerning this matter? (Gen. xlii. 21.) 
Are we not ch^gcable vvith despisiQg’ .Christ ? and have we not 
crucified the son of God afresh, and put him to an opeh Ishame ? 
'it- (Heb, vi. 6!), O may that apology be heard In our favour! 
Father, forgive them, for^An^' know not what they do! hVn 
surely sinners do not know what they do, when they pierce 
Christ by their sins, and turn away thoir fares from iinn.-^But 
under all his sufferings, how amazing was his meekness ! and 
how compassionate the concern which he expressed for his most 
cruel persecutors! May wc learn patience, and love to our ene- 
mies, from so briglit an example of it I May we, like him, bless 
them that curse us, andpraiy for them that despite fully use us, 
and persecute us > (Mat. v. 44.) Instead of being ingenious to 
aggravate their faults, and to paint them in fhe most shocking 
colours, let us rather seek for the best excuses which even the 
worst of causes will fairly bear; influenced by that chanty which, 
unconstrauied, believes 7\pevil, and hopcthall things even against 
hope. (I Cor. xtii. 5, 7.) * 

ibid,. Gracious Saviour ! thy dying prayer, and thy dying hlooil, 
were not like water spilt upon the grvinid: tliey came up in re- 
memhrance before God, when tby gospel began to be prcach(‘d 
at Jerusalem: and multitudes, who were novv lonscntin^ to thy 
death, gladly received thy word, and were bapthfd, (Acts ii. 4 1 .) : 
and they are now in glory, celebrating that gr.u e whicli lias taken 
out the scarlet and criinson d^ c of their siiu, and turned that 
.blood, which they so impiously shed, into the balm of iheir 
w'ounds, and the life of their soiils. 

SEC T. CXC. 

* 

ChrisCs garments are divided by tbi; andwhik he is himself in- 
stilted on the cross,, he shews his mercy to the penitent thiej. 
Mat. XX VH, 35— '‘57. S9— 4J-. Mark XV. 24. 26. 22—32. 
Luke XXIII.- 34-43, John XIX. 19-24. 

* > 

JOHN XJX. 23. ^ 

soldiers therf oh, whn they had thus ^piir,N tiie’sotdn^r^ 
cTucified Jesm, took his garments vti^n ibey had 

cording to custom they had stripped off, that the 
shame of snlVeriog naked, migllt he added to " 



V The soldiers dioide his garrA^ hy lot. ‘ 


made four parts, to all the agony ofthe cross; and as it was usual stscr^ 
casting Tots exccutiqfiera to have tlie garments of the 

upon ’them, what criminal whom they put to death, they 
every man -houid four parts of his clothes, assigning to each soL 
cot^' quaternion employed on that oc-23 
was without 3e.un, cp^'ton a part^ and casting lots upon them which 
woven frnin the of the ioux each man should take: ajid they took 
[Mat the vesiy 01 inner-garment i now the vest had 

Mark )iv, «-l "ukc cui’ious circumstauce attending it, that it 
xaui.— yi ] uas.inthout any seam at all, being woven from 

the top throng hoiit' in one whole piece. * Aiid 24 
iheret' i/' * was connidered by them as more valuable 
rilcrnselxe^, ordinary, they said therejore one fo Another, 

nut rent it, ljut cast Let u 9 not spoil tliis coilt as we must do if we 
lutv lur It »i»«se ‘I about to tear it into four parts, but let us 

sfripture[t»}Lk«nby "adtose tlie whole ot if shall be*. 

lilt* prophcij might and accordingly they did so, that the scripture 
)«■ luifi'ltid, «hj(h .fptitcgii bij the prophet David in the person of 
m>raim,‘ut *'"= tliii', 6 e literally ./«//?//«/, 

tiifiii, aufJ iuc my whick saithy (Psalm wii. 18 .) “ They divided 
M>iuretii('v(JKl<ast my garments amou^ them, and cast tots for 

tiiwlore^‘ae.oi'rf. if-iturt:"’ They things therefore the sol- 
«!iii. [Mat. x\'!i (litrs did, though with the utmost freedom as to 
tilt nisclvis, yet by the secret disposal of Provi- 
c]en<n*, which, b) an uiidisccrned influence on 
I heir mi* ids, Ld diem to act m a remarkable 
eoircMiondence to the Divine oracle, /ind, 
li.ivinc d(«ne ili«'s^ they sat down near the cro.ss,^’^g' 
j'ld guardtd him, and the other two who werc'^ 
cuu’ilieil null him, iliat none might come there 
(o rescue tliciii betore they were quite dead.^ 




Mtr XWIf 

And >sittiii,: 

tiicy w.itohod linn 
timie. 


Mat. 

XXVll 


• . ” 

* }J III e/I Jropi the i /< ttironf^hoiit in uiie u\<*rf’d nir probable, that in this scripture, 
w hole pii'i c.J Perhaps this cuiipus gar- and soinr others, the iniud of tlie prophet 
merit might be the work and pieseiit of wa^ liituwn iqto a pietematurnl ecsticy, 
soiiii'ot the pious women who atleiided lO wbioli, on some Bin’ietiiitnnatiou givr'ri 
hull, and ininist' red to him of their sub-' .tp him, that he ihciein pt-tsoii itrd tlie 
iiauce, ^Liike viii. 3) The hint here Messiah, he wiot«‘ ovpiesbly what tin* 
ijiven of Us make, hai sciMjmc mccbani- Spirit dictated, without any partroulai 
cal bead<4 to work, to ouiitruo a fiaiiie regaid to himself; so that David might, 
for weaving such a vest; and a good cut fur any thing I can Imd, with equal pro- 
of it may be seen in Calmtt's Dictionai i , pnetv have written vuch a psalrn, if |ii<! 
oil the word Vestnicmfs, Vol. III. p. 19 whole life bad been as pro.si'etou.s and 
They divided fny u^irments a/iionir^tlieviy poceable as the leifin of Solomon Ins 
&c,] \\ c .lie no wheic* told that David’s sou. (Compare 1 Pet. i. 10 — 12.) ’ 
goods wcie thus divided , a^d there are «Thatnone mightcome to rescue them, 
Si veril other passages in the sxiid psalm, dfc.] 'Hiis was the more noccssaiyin 
partienlarly that in which mention is thiskindofexeciition, because tliewwiinds 
niade of piercing hn, bandit and his tcet, given m cnimfixion were not gcnciaUv 
to which no Ciicumsiancc of David’s pci- mortal. The person crucified died parti \ 
Miii.il stijneimgs seems to have borne any by the lo'^s of his blood, if any large ves- 
T' icinblauce. It therefore sceiu^ to me 



544 The title of King ^ the Jexvii isi^t ot^ir him on ^eross. 

j^nd, as tlie usual method cases ofcru- 

cifixiou, fhei/ put upon the crb$s aver his head 
^ in capita! letters,'* containing cusatiou wnttcn, 

''XXvii the substance of his pretended crime, written ^nts IS JRsi;& 
' ri in these remarkable words, 77//4' IS JESUS 

or NAZARETlf THE KING OF THE of Tide imt 
John Jjt'AVS. And indeed it Pilate wJtp varote w. Luke 
ordered them tb puftt^ on the 

' cross i which, howsoever it was designed as a jo„j, xr^ in— 
reproach to Jgsus, was in effect a declaration And Pilate wrou 
of his real character; and by 'the secret provi- Uht] title* and imt 
dence of God was over-rul^d io a remarkable 
and public manner to proclainfi"'^© kingdom of 
Christ, wlulc it w'as only meant to expose and 

20 ridicule; his title to it ]\fany of the Jews there- iJOThH 
fore that came up to the feast of the passover, 

read this inscription; because (he place where j«Ss 
Jesus was crucified was near to the city, and lay miciiiid ttashi^h to 
but just without the gates: and that the' in- thtw.*!}-. and nwa^ 
scription might lie generally umlerstoorl, // wai Heb?p" 
expressed,!))’ Pilate’s order, in three langiLiLies, Ojeek, [ai.dj laon' 
9.m written both in Ifebrap, and Greek, cmdlt-ukc xxin.— js i 
lM.t in letters, so that it might easily be read by 
Jews, Homans, and most other foreigners.'* 

21 Now 'when this inscriptidn was drawn up, the ebu'f 

cki^' priests of the Jews wevey cry nuiih olleiul- jewbio Piiau*, nnre 
ed at the form in which it was expressed; and kmc .f the 

therefore objected atrainst it, and said tn Pilate, ‘[’I'lg 

Do not write. The kinp; if the Jews ; for we cii- the Jiws,. 
tirely dt$owri him under tliat character, as^ou 
ryell kntowe.st ; te rather write, that he s^, I 

'-22 am the kins^ oj the'J^s. V>\\tJPilale, who vvlls 

very much ' dis|i^^^d' at the. importunity 22 Pilaic answci 
by which, contrary*' to his *|i^chnatu)n and 
judgment, they had extorted him the 

sel was pierced by the nails, whett tsajesty of ihePoman einpne ; in Crrrk, 
[as hei-e| were usi.d}>biit chiefly, by the Rir the iotoimation c»f ihe vast numbciA 
Molrnt distortion of tlic iioibs, which of Uelleiinrs who in.ide «ise • if that Ian* 
weie stietched forth as , 09 a rnck^ u ^ua^K*, as indeed iQ'ist proMiicC'* of tlic 
viM’umstance which mu-d; uo' doubt oc Itoinan enijnrf did; (sie rrtTt'wo Kl's 
ca-mn cximiyite aiigiii'h. Icniuiriob, diiij> i-J-n ) nml in tioRri'v-, 

^ Iht'ypul vn his h^d^a svffmcnfthnn } as il aos the vnlpai l,inje> 0 ;;e of llo 
'I'his Rishc^ Pcjp^n (on the Creed, place.— 'flms the m-cnpunir sit up la 
Q\)5), btojlf'lw Laroner, (Orrdibdity part the lejn|i'e, fo p« hihit Mraijy«'i‘> fmijn 
i. book (ilnp. 7, ^ V’ol. I.,p, r»47.) njpiii,i;? within ‘.if red limits, wa'., 

have ahiiiiddutly proved to be usual 111 wriiifn m .ill these thice laiignat^tS. See 
easea.ofanv entraordinary pmiifhuiciit. JuM pb. Pell. ,)ud. Lb i<, cap. 2. [al. ui. 
^Jn IkLifu, and (irnk, and La\n let- i,’ ' t. 
ft wa^ m laiin. fwr llu- 



, , ■ . ’“ys 

what I have writ- sentence of he had passed upon Jesus; sEcti| 
ten, I have writteq. , with ";|^e warmth, What J -have 

leritten^ I have whoever may 

ject against it,- i am di^termined it shall stand 
, . a? H *s. 

Mot.' xxvii -la. ;C^hen therefore they .were unahle to pwcii re .iJat. 
^fsK'whoidmT^ a%^teration, they wCTedetemiiied pnWicly ® 

andj they tiiat pass- tUTif a jest; BOd th<2(refom some of riiein 
ed by, riwiied him, went m^jj^rso'n tq -Catvary, toiii&iltand scoff at 
[\Sk J J.*’4~rukc momenta. And the cotiu 

\xiii. 55.-^] mon proplcy thatfSfnod heholdirii^ the execution, 

reviled him; di^e^€t\ thty that passed bu on the 
to 2 A hlfiLSphin^H him, shaking their heads at him, 

40 'And ‘.asking, in an Upbraiding* sCoriiful mahner; Arid sayingyj^Q 
[Ah] ^o« that de- blaster, that icouhlest destroy the 

and and bulid it again in three daystyt us 

three days, -.ave thv- now see il thou caDst\viffi?e' thyselt; and if thou 

vdf; [and] if thou h<- indeed the Sdn*(f Gody give us a proof of 
tho ‘^Dnoinod.eome . 

*doMufr.utithc<ro's. “ly power now, and Come down from the cross; 

[.Maik x\.— <29, 3o.j for 111 thy present circumstances that will be, the 
most proper miracle thou canst work in conffr- 
V ination of thy pretended mission. And in likeM 

[t‘ukc.7.'.d iho‘'r"kr» manner, aho the Mf priests, together zeith Ike ■ 
also with luiii (loud scnbes and elders, dud the rulers also themselves, 
ed/(7w and\ (mock |nalice of whds0^bearts had made<them to 
lefvM 1 dignity dt their characters, and toat- 

hcnbc- and eidciis tciid among the luob upon this base and barba- 
[jiaikxk ni -^i.iikc rous occasion, joined with them in their scotfs, 
xxiii— ,j— j with a scornful sneer derided him; [nndl 

4'>/reviu'dothoi3, tnocJ^mn, said one to another, hy, this is Ac42 

ciiiut the ohusen'orT'^erfect dcliveraiicc and everlasting haopim-ss^ 

(I'oci.i thckiii^of Is- now you sec he epiwot save himtelf from 
frUm^o <he most infamous exe An : if he fc really the 
ukc,r/«(/s.i(e true Messufh^ the Meet of God, and in conse- 
himscir.i rth.ir ue quonce of Divine choice bo the kinghf Is- 
MiUTh]m"**rMark ^ ba'n.’^o often pretended, Id hiin now 
\y, Ti. 02. down from the cross, landlsavehimself Worn 

.xxiii. 05.] death that we may see a demoiLStration of his 

^ saving power^ and we wilt then beliei'c hiyn.*^ 

f He saied otherif &c.] Nothins; could havq forced the nails from the hand'" and 
hr U'iscr than th'ih to upbraid him with fectofacruuilicd person, bufhat he might 
this saving powo*!, w oh was not a viin have Icaijed from thJ cross. What Christ 
pretence, but h.ul pru'hiccd s(«iniuiv no- had so latily (inje before their (*vcs, and 
blc .nyJ stvpeiiduiis < ccts. And it wa.s in pait on tbenuelves in the gjidcn,w.i* 
eqiiaUv ttuicasoiiable to put the ciedit if' afar more ('oiiviiicing iluplavot adnme 
his rnissi n oil his com inp down from the power, than Tiierob to liau dtscended 
''lovt ‘t ' igoroiis spr.ng mjitht poisibly now, could liavc Andthougli they 

\ OLi II » N 


Kiy, they were at once ao prp^ip and stupid, 
as to borrow on this occasion' tj^il^ords^ foretold 
David, (Psal. xxiL 8 .)andtosdy, 
ed in Gody and boasted of his interest in him ; 

43 “ let him deli-cev him nm if he will have him^, 
f ^ “ or if he delighteth in him;” for he has 

said, I am the Son of God: the priests them- 
selves not observing that this was the ve^y lan- 
guage which the murderers of the Me^itih are 
there described as using. 

t^kft fhe soldiers also, wh^^kept gtiard at that 

fxiiJ.iJS time, joined with the rest dnhe^ectators, and 
mocked him; coming to him, ai^ Afdring him 
. vinegar to drink in' the midst of liis agonies ; 

, ' 37 (compare John xix. 29. p. 553.) And saying, 
as the rulers and people had done, /J thou art 
really, as thou hast frequently pretended, the 
King of the Jews, « before thou undertakest to 
‘ , deliver them, save th yself from our. power, and 
. so begin to assert thy claim to a supreme au- 
thority. 

3 9 A m one of the malefactors aUo,^ who hung on 
the cross with Him, regardless of that innocence 
and dignity whi«h Jesus manifested under all bis 
sixtFermgik^ and unaffected with a sense of his 
own aggravated guilt, upbrtiided him wilh the 
same [reproach, and] scornfully blasphemed him 
as an impostor, saying, If thou art the Messiah, 
wliy dost thou not 5 flve tnyself and us, who are 

40 now dying wuh thee? But the^oiher, awjkened 
to a sense of his sin, and convinced in hio heart 
that Jesiis was indeed the promis.ed Mes- 
siah, rt« 5 wn’/?dhib doibpampn, and rebuked him, 
saying, Dost thou not fear God, even now when 
//iOM .thyself art in the same condonation? In 


is He trusted in 
God, let him deliver 
him now, if he will 
hajre him* for be 
8}dd, 1 am the Son pf ■ 
God. 


Luke XXIII. 36. 
And the soldiers elso 
muoked him, coming 
to him, and otforiuf 
him N^uejar, 

37 And saying; If 
thou he the hing of ^ 
the Jews, save thy- 
self. / 


39 And one of the 
malefaclois [al.so] 
which were lunged, 
[er crucified with 
him, cast the wmc 
in his teith, otk/} 
railed on him, say- 
ing, If thou beL'hii&t, 
save thyself and iis., 
[Mat \\vu44. Mark 
w. :3'-’ ] 

40 Hut tlie other 
answering, lehukcd 
him, saving, Dust 
not thou fear (iod, 
seeing thou art in the 
same condemnation ’ 


promise upon this to believe him, there * 
IS no room to think they would have 
yielded to conviction, butnll they meant 
was to insult him by it, as thinking - it 
irnpo-sSililc he should e<-cape out of their 
hands. ' 

8 If thou art the iin^ of the ,/<?!«.] As. 
this claim a^med to them the most de> 
rogatorv*^ ffio Romty authority, itw no 
wonder/^t the toldfers grounded their 
insults 0)1 this, rathei than on his pro- 
fp-ssirt^ himself the Son of God. 

Ove of the malefactors also ] We are 
luM indeed by M.’ittheiy, in the plural 
number, that the fhte^i<ast the sametn fiis 


£^;>nd Mark also say^, that ihejj that 
Here eruqfied with him reviled km , and 
hence, some infer, that he who afterwards 
proved penitent, at fust j tuned in the 
bU|<lphemv ' but bad that been the case, 
surely Luke, in so partu-ulnr a narrative 
as Ins, would not have oinittt d it. I thcrc- 
i^rc rather conclude, with most critic<!, 
that It 13 what is cominoulv called an 
enalloge of niimbirs, the plural being 
(as elsewhere) put for the singular. (.See 
note ^ on Mark xiv. b, sect. cxlv. p. 276, 
and note* on Mark i. 21, seot. xuxs 
Vol. I. p, 19S.) > 





$uch an a$vful ^^ntnstance as chis) dost thou sect: 
dare to , increaw^1(hy crimes with thy dying 
breath, and to bbhSVe thyself so insolently in ilm 
Jmmediate view of God’s righteous tribunal? xxilL 
41 And we indeed- jtfc indeed ax^justlv thus condemned ; torn 

Lstlv: forwerf-teivA' .* i . > .1 


j ustly j for we re tei . 

the due reward of our 
deede: but this man' t 


:ive no more than'^Afi/ fv ditejor 

crimeswe have committed: but ihis\)nau'\ 

hathdquenothmfftt- by any roeans: mnUs, nor is 

there the least insolence or absurdity mo that high 
claim which he has made, though appearances 
he for the pres^^spi much agallist it. yJndf1e2 
having (has ^ |pd^¥6kbd his coinpamoii, and testi- 
4® And he said uu- tied his fuU'paifSuasioTi of the innoceiu'c of Je- 
member* wh^cTi Ae theivdirccied his discourse to him, and 
ihottcobKst into thy JesUA, looking upon him with the hiim- 

kmgdom* , blest and the most contrite tegard, Zoy/, though 

this wretch derides thy mission, 1 firmly be- 
lieve it ; and I beg that thoo wouldest graciously 
remember me when thou coniesi into that thy 
kingdom^ to which 1 doubt not but God will raise 
43 And Jesus said thee in spite of death and hell.' And 
wv'^unto tbec,**'To! Sliming towards him, aatd lo him, with a mix- 
day sh.ilt thou be ture oi the greate$t'diguity and mercy, Verily, 
MitJiuie ill paradise. /i/j-y an|^, iioieinnly assure ihec ot it 
as a" most certain tritth, that This v^ryfky thou 
shalt be with me in paradise, sharing the enter- 
tainments oF that oartleii ol God, ,tlie abode of 
happy spirits when separate from the body f 


' /I ken than cmneA tnh tfiy A/flgrfom.} 
Some hint' interred from hence, that tins 
malctactoi had learned somcthins: of 
Chi 1st III piisoii, and ha>o i.r^ed the pos- 
sibility ol Ins having <>xt‘rciscd, perhapa, 
a long and deep repentance th< ic, ngainut' 
tho snp[>ositioii of the sudden change* 
that most h.isc supposed in thi<; oaSb/ 
Hut I'linst’s kingdom was now, the subc 
ject ut so much discourse, that he mig^ht^ 
on tlijt day. indeed in a few minutes of 
It, have b.init all that was necessary, as 
tho foundation of this petition. 1 can- 
not thcielore butlook on thus happy niaiu 
(for such, attndst all the ignumiay ana' 
tortures of llie t-ios , ho surely was,) as 
o gloiions instnice ul the power, as well 
as so\'0 reign ty of Dinne giacc, which, 
(as many have observed,) perliap.s, taking 
tbeiiist 1)00.1X101) fioin tin pi elei natural 
darkness,* wiougllt powerfully a't to 
nroducc, b> a sudden and astonisluug 
growtl) in Ins last iitopacnts, all the vir- 
tiics ;vTaicli could be Crowded info so 


small a spuop, and which wore eminently 
nuinifeslcd in his confo $)!>g his own 
guilt, in,' his admunl-shing hix cmiipa- 
uion for cfiftic, 1^:1 he iiari'd 
Would ppo|ge^fiHjl«l to him, m his \ indi- 
cating the^'cWacter of Chr.st, and rc- 
pohiug his c^ftdeuce nl Inin, as the I oid 
of a knigdom beyond the grave, v hen Ins 
e^nemies were tnumpbitlitgo'Ci Ima, and 
'lie abandoned bv most of lus 

fru'Hjits, wa.s evpiung ut a cio!><i. 'T'lic 
modesty as well us tin tarh of his prtj- 
tioQ may a }$6 deserve uur attentive le- 
mark. 

^ Tim shall vnlh tnt m pvadiHc.'] J)a 9 
has '•hewn (in hU f.-sercit. Philol, page 
49 , 5 (b) that tlus expression, fjLt<r' if^u 
f(rn, Ikou'skall be mlh whs the language, 
used v'-hen inviting 'Quests to an cntei- 
tainmeatj and the word p.ar:idise oiigi- 
nally sigiiil'tjda ^deuef pleasure, such . 
as those in which the eastern iriunaichs 
made thi ir magpjiic'viit b imiueli Si'»* 
Kaphe). .Aiinot. cx^X^a^iph. p. 119 . 



and there shall thv soon as^ 

’; ^;^cc. , thod hast breatlieci thy last^t^tnedl^ely begirt 
to reap the fruits of that flUb wliioh breaks 
through bo dark a cloudy and liohhhra me in the 
midst bf this mfarny and distress. v, 


How greaf and glorious does the Lbrd Jesus Christ appear in 
33 midst of ai] those dishonours which his enemies , Were now 

* ’heaping upon him ! VVhilf»itlSi»e. rapacious soldiers were dividing 
the spoils, patting his them, und casting lots for 

his vesture, God .was working ifwii to crown him with a^ glory 
* which none could take from, him, and to make the lustre, o/' it 
so much the more conspicuous by that dark cloud Whic^ Dow 
surrounded him. / 

His enemies upbraided, him as an abandoned miscreant, de- 
by God and man; but be, (though able to have come 
down from the crobs in a moment, or by one word from t!i(‘nce 
to have struck these insolent wri'tobes dead on the place, and to 
have sent their guilty spirits to accompany the fiends, under 
, whose influence they were,) yet patiently endured all, and was 
as a deaf man, who beiird hot their, reproaches, mcl as a dumb 
man tkqtopenethnot his.niiptitk; (Vui’dl xxxviii. 13.) But as soon 
Luk« as the penitent thief addressed him with that humble supplica- 
xxui. the language of repentance, faith, and hope, Lordyremem- 

her me when thou e<yme$t into thy kingdom, he iinmcdiatelv hears 
43 and answers him : and in how gracious and remarkahlc a phrase! 
Thiit day shalt thou be with me in paradise! What a triumph was 
here, not only of mercy to the dying penitent, but of thi; strong- 
est faith in God, th^ttlwhen to an eye of sense be seemed to be 
the most d^serted'and forgotten by him, and was on cverv side 
beset w ith the BcbfW^^^f^'thern ritht were at ease, and with the 
contempt of the pi^^, he speak from the cross as from 

a throne, anct undertake from not only "to di^pense par- 

dons, but to dispose of ^eista ^^|idisc! 

Most ungrateful, and irtife fdoUsh, is the conduct of those 
who take encouragement from hence, to put olf their repentance 
perhaps to a dying moment; .most ungrateful, in peivertuig the 
grace of tbe Hed^emer into' an Occasion of renewing their pro- 
vocations against him, apd hardening their hearts in their im- 
pieties : and most foolish, to imagine that what our Lord did in 
SO' singular a CLrcumstahce, is to be drawn into an ordinary pre- 
cedent. This vii^nal bad, perhaps, never heard of tire gpspel 
before: and lioW now cordially does he embrace it? Probably 
there are few s^nts in glory who over honoured Christ more 
illustriously l!^h this (lying sinner, acknbvvi'edgihg himl %o ' ■ 



the Lord of life, whom he :agoflies of deaths .and sect. 

pleading bis cause wheo'hhi fri^tt'and brethren forsook hi^, esc. 
and stood afar off. {, Compare wat. x^yi. 56, and Luke xxiii. 

49. ' ' ' ' '■ y- 


But Such is theJcoyruption of mens’ hearts^ and suoh tho arti- 
fice of Sdtan, tbd^'^^'other views of him aro overlooked, and 
nothing rememfefeif^d»;'W ,that he was a notorious pff’ender, who 
obtained mercy in nis .^parting mpmentisl ^ Tjle Lord grant, 
that notlfo:iyho read this ^tory here^ ' may be add^ to the list of ^ 
those who, despising the forbe^ir^ipe and )ong>su^ering of God, 
an,d not knowing that his gop4l}l^'^ds to repentance, jiavo 
been emboldened to abuse, tJ^'lori^Uire, so as to pcrisb, either 
witlyn,ut crying for mercy or, crying for it in vain,, after 

bavii]^ treasured np an inexhaustible store of wrath, misery, -and 
desjSi^ ! (Eom, ii, 4, 5.) 


SECT. .CXCL 


/esus, havitiff recommended his mothp' to the care of John ^ atul 
suffered many agonies and indignities on the cross ^ evpires, 
amazing prodigies attending his d^ath^ and alarming the con- 
sciences of the spectators. Slat, XXV 11. 45—5 1. Mark XV . 
33—39. Luke XXlll. 44- 48. XIX. 25—30. 


^A7) 

sorrow.^, 


JOHN XIX. 25. 

wliile be sullered all these insults and sect 
there, stood near the crois oj Jesus f. 


JOHN xix 

^0\V there stood 
by the cros-, of 
Jesus, his mother, 
and 
sister 

MarV^^Aiagdaklie.* Cltopkas^^. and Mary Majgd^lene 


his moTioT’s Mary his mother^* and his mother's sister (whose 

and With them 


*• Ills imther.'\ Neither her owndan^r i. H. tfretensU, a writer uf tliv 

nor the sadness of the spectacle, nor^, . seventh does indeed, tell us, slie 

repntaches and insults of the pchpfe, dried with JdW at Kphfesus, manyjj’ears 
could lestrain her 'from pcrforium|prhif't <|}fter this, in an extreme old a^e; and it 
last office of duty anil tenderness tu appears, from a lettei ui th,u i.uuncil ot 
Divine Sun on the emss, Orotius^M^tl^M 'Ephesus in the fifth century, that it was 
observes, that it was .h noble instatirc of then believed she was burned iliere. But 
fortitude .ind/.eal. Now a sword (accord- they pretend to shew h'^r '■rpulchre at 
ing to Simeon’s piopheey, Luke it. .'35,) Jerusalem, anti many ridiculous talcsara 
struck through h^r tender he.irt, and forged cunocioing her death, and assuiup> 
pierced her very .soul • and {lerliapb the tiun, or being taken up fnlo heaven, of 
extremity of hci soirows might so over- whichtbe best Popish authors themselves 
Tihelm her spirits as w reiider her in- appear heartily ashamed See Calmet’s 
Gapaliloof atteiiding the ■.cpulchre, which Dictionary, Vol. H. p H,!. , 
we do not find tliat vhe did , nor do we '» }ht wof/wr’j titter, Maty [fie t-i/l ] 
indeed meet w-ilh .any ttnng after this 0eopha*.'\, It is hot deiei'tiiuu’d in the 
concerning her in the sacred story, or m original whether she was the \afr, or me- 
earl y. anti qnyty; except that she'contuiu- ther or of Cleophas j but ciitica 

cd .luv’jiig the disciples after our lord’s generally Siip|:»osa she was his wife; and 
Jse^^sion, which Luke ohieri^es, Acts, that he was also callnd Alpheus, and w©i 



^50 he recommenii Ms mathUr ia ike carei)f Johnj^ 

also John, his intinjate frie^/ ths. relater of 
iliiv.sroiy , 

f he le fore smnq mother^ and John 26 When Jesus 

,\l\ if'fdifiip/enhomhe pecuhirh heed, 

his aliectionate care and regard to both standm bywbomhc 
so wi ought in his heart in the midst of all his ago- i>c *aith unto 
iiirs, I hut he md to hii mother, WomekHf J"; 
hold thy son ; consider that dear friend of mine ^ ^ 
as thv uv\n child^ and Cieat him with the same 
alh I non and cJre which thpu wouldst s.bew to 
27 me under tliat neai relation,^* And then he said 27 Then suth he 
to that disiiple, Behold thy mother^ ^nd entertain to the duupU, Bc- 
» towards hei that ic\(Mcnce and love which 
, child owes to a woithv parent, lor I now so- u'i? ^diTupi? took 
with m\ dying hi eath bequeath herto her unto hu o»n 
th V c are. Jnd ft om that hour that disciple took 
/ier home /o hi\ own [/?ue/i<?,] and maintained 4' 

her most cheerhilly and respectfully as if she 
had imieed hteri his own mother 

ifat And Jesus iiaMiig hung upon the cioss ahoiit Mat \xmi +1 
*xMi three houis, it was non near noon, 01 actording n 

to the Jew ish manner of expressing the time, ?/ 'j,’”/, 

nas about (Ik sirth ' mdjtom the s/i/A hnu thci wasda^k 
houi , thete uas an amazing and superiiaturil 0®''^ ' 1 all the land 
datkntss 01 et tin u hole (and 0I Judta /i// f/i 6 
ninth lioiirf- or till tliite o’clock in the aliei- l!iii 77 j ^ 


the fatbf r, a? this Marv was the mother, 
ot IdjiKb and lo'ic andMinon, iiid lu- 
d lb vho lie theicforc cal cd our 1 oid 8 
1)1 thren crkinsmeu (Mat. am *>5 ) 
So- II Tc e oil John XU p 441 — 
(irotiu'. indteil thinks, that Ciooplias was 
lur fithd ind Alplietis hdi^baod 
Alid all wt caonot certainly di'fuiniut 
n out liki. must other tuiddUrniTiu tble 
pr nits It js 4 matter oi qo grPit nnport- 
diui. I kt 4 ;w none «ho has set it mm 
pi imei Hid jiisU rhcht than I)i LdHard< 
IxtKit part II J,p ltd, diAty 
' Sid lo hti moth i h omun j W c haie 
qlibriiul d P|»heit, Unt Joseph probably 
vasdtad some tune before, (c inijidre 
noti t) uiijibnii I, \ol 1 p 1 )f), and 
11 le* on John ii 42 V il I p 4 )t> ) apd 
as Jebus now shewed the tender CoiUiin 
h( had for bis inother« in ( ommitting hr i 
to the (. air of John so thu ronoern that 
h» I xpresbed t ir htr support, must bait 
alfpi Ud her no less, than if hr bad called 
)ki ttKithrr, whiih snhe have thought 
lit mi„lii not (Inose to do, to aioid ex- 
posing b(i to the abo'^tsofthi populati 


by a disioieiv of hei nnr rda^ion t-* 
him But woman his i tub iu b f n 
liad used in speaking t > his motliei m hi i 
no biicb caution his meessais, and it 
esas ficquently applied in amuul tunes, 
Cl en to persons that were tlu iiijst u- 
bpedted Stt note** on Juliii n 4, Vc 1 f 

< 3 T 

ifeAutd % fion ] Some ha\e explain 
ACd^bC HOidb as if they < nlv signitud, 
**y^hiot(l a person *no will (airj it to 
** is iktf iv'i, and Hill taki caic ui 

thee But as the tenderntss of lesiis 
tor hib mother is cxpie std in tjir nrvt 
icibe, ID the direction that he guts to 
John to titat her as h fc mother, it stems 
mnH natural to undrrstaud this foimer 
exhort I turn, as oxprcs ut of his kind- 
Dtbs foi John, and so takr it as a dircc 
tion giv'O t> hib inoUier t j ir,;,ard him a& 
her son uith all tho athction of a tender 
patent 

* f/ it tas d 7 him o er ih \holi. 
land ] J here arc so inany plac Os iii nhich 
(. biitnilrcs a pnUmlai roimtiv, .aprl not 
Ik utoUiaith, that lliatc chosen lici^^ l 



noon ^ (luring time, it was as daric as if 
there had been^^kl eclipse of the sun, 'though cjtcfc" 
in a natural way it*^s impossible, as it was 
48 And about the jiow full moon. ^ And this darkne^, withT^J,^ 
S wi?b“a"'roS'^|,‘'>e face of-Mtute seemed overspread, ^ 
voice, saying [EioC^^JI hvely embl^co of the darkness and distress 
Eioi,] latna sabach- ofepirj| with wlitch the Lord oCnatuffB was then 

fbeing taSfv«tS!j overwWfned, af>d with which fte strORgled in ^ 
My Odd,- my God, the solemn silence, and iinutteraDle bitterness 
why hast thou for- of his soul. But ajiput ike ninth hour^ Jesus 
sakenme^fMarkxv. cfied with a.J(^ saving ill the Hebrew, 
or lathe^^rin, 5 the ;Syriac fangnage, £lo^, Elpi, 

\/\ ' lama sabd^thmif^’ that i>, being interpreied 

into other words, My Vody my God, lohy hast 
• ’ thou forsaken me? which s^s as if he had said, 

O rr.y heavenly Father, wherefore dost thou 
add to. all my other sufferings those which arise 
from the want of a comfortable sense of thy 
. presence? Wherefore dost thou thus leave me 

alone in the combat, destitute of those sacnnl . 
consolations, wiiJGh thou couldest easily shed 


follow our tran'.lation; and the rather, 
because the farther we buppuho this dark- 
ness to extend, the more unae<'ountabic 
It IS, that no Heathen writers sliould bare 
mentioned it, except Phlegori ; it be is 
indeed to be excepted. Adarknes-* over 
the whole earth at once, must bavi^ been 
jireternaliiral at any time ; and it ib mo- 
rally impo.ssihle, that a multiiudf of ac- 
counts of it should not, even by a tiadi. 
tion of many bumlrcd y6ars, have been 
tr.tiismiited to posterity. What is said 
of the Chinese chronicles mention mg it, 
must be very, uncei tain j aud as for Jo? 
scphiis, his omission of it, 1 thiok>jDr* 
More with reahon accounts for it, {>i^fils 
unwillingness to mention a fact 
had so favourable an aspect on 
iiity . and the Jews would, no 
guise it as much as they could, and per.- 
haps might persuade hm), and oUieis, 
who heard the repo/t of it at some tlis-., 
tance of time or place, that it was <f^ 
a dark cloud, or a ttiiok mist, which the 
followers of Jesus liad’p^aggfratcq, be- 
cause it happened when their Mastig' 
died. Such reproentatioiis are exceed- 
ing uatural to hcaits corrupted by infi- 
delity, , 

t AS it was now full moon.! Mr. Shuck- 
ford, jn bis prcfacfcto ihe tbiro volume of 
hiscx'cellentCoiWetioB of the Sacred and 
JJjjftarte History of the World, has ad- 


vanced some important considernttoMii 
to,pT<^ve, that it is at least veiv uuceiv 
tdhi,>*w]ietlier ttie Jewish motpth'>> acooid- 
mg'to the Mo<iaio institution began with 
a new moon, and consequent! \ whether 
their passover, which whs tl^cd to the 
foiiitccnlb day of the fust inontti, inii^t 
always happen at full muon. But he iil- 
lows that, towards the decline if their 
state, it (Jid. And indeed Josephus, who, 
being a 'Jewish priest, is an unoxcep- 
tionable.yitWss m this case, set ms to 
put ithh^qd'.all pi^sibility of doubt; 
exprCk 9 iy,ha|^fting, that the day of cx- 
piationy at^^-^consiequeiitly their other 
feasts, wei^'Veckoned by the age of the 
i;itoon. (Joseph. Antiq lib. iii. cap, 10 

' ’¥£tm, hloi, larriJ '’] It jy 

evident these arc .xyro- Chaldnic and not 
properly Hebrew »orJ.s; for in thi, ori- 
ginal of Psal. xxii. 1, it is not, as hcic, 

♦jnpr^af noV 'fiVn but 'Vh ’Vm 

’jria^p noV Dr. -Edwards thinks, o.m 
Lord in his agpny ..iepeated the word> 
twice, with isome little variation, saying 
at ooe time, Eloit’ and at the other F^i 
This is pokSibipj and if it wereotlui- 
wi$ey I doubt not but Maik ha^ p\ui 
us the w.ord exactly, aud Matthew a K.nd 
of contraction .ftf it, See f.dMdids si L 
cit. p. 193-*"l'9U. , „ 



abroad upon my soul /i 


^ tboti knowest v >• 

:.iG}iftL f have done notbii>g to 

Jeans by the Uifi of these wbrda* borrowed 4^ [Ai>d] some of, 

j *» I I «■ jki ■ l-liaVM iKfk^ iKnJI 


*Jiahy pasSuiKva vv i 

. had then a Ht^l accomplishment in fife ; but ' 

" if this was atiy part of the design, it wi^ not ap- 
prehended by them; for the Jews took them in 
, a di iVorent sense, , and soini!J^^jhem that stood 
I - tharcj hearing \thaC\ soona tfrjf^jli, said \T\ a 
r ' scornful and insulting vaSimyex^ BMl^jkis f many] 

who has been used to talk as if«he haO'eartli and 


beaVon at command, resolves to keep up the 
jair of Uie Messiah to the last^and therefore calls 
for $Ujah hi» forerunner, as if he had any au- 
thority to bring that great prophet down from 
paradise to his assistance.' , 

Joim Immediately after t fits doleful erv, 

that all the grievous and terrible things k„oiv,n^ *that ^ all 
he had to suffer in the way«|p,death, iccrc 7iow thm weienowao- 
upon the point gf being perfddtly accomplished, 
and linding himself parohed with a violent 


t‘ yVktf koit thmfoisaken me ?] The pi- could iiotbdt he, a rational apprehension 
pus and ji.dicioub ].ord ('liicf Justice of his constant tavour, and high apjiro- 
Hale, lia^ a btrango reflection on these baiion of what he was now doing,) was 
words, “ We may (says he) with reve- as necewiary, as it was that Christ should 
*‘ rence conceive, th, it at the time of ibis bullcratall. For had Ood coirtmiimcat- 
“ hitter cup, the s»oul of our blcssJed Rc- ed to bU Son on the cross those stiong 
“ deuiner was for the preifont ovcisha- consolations which he has given to some 
*' dowud With so much astppi^hmeht and of the martyrs in their toitbies, all sense 
soriQW, as to overpows^'H^'oover the ofpaiu, and consequently all real pain 
“ distinct seijse of tlie ' r(^o», of hh woiiid have been swallow^ up ; and the 
’* sulierings, at Ipa^t done to bis body, nnt affecting 

" and degree.’’ (Hale's Cotltemplatiot^ Could not properly have been 

Vol. 1. p. 72.) But the sense given cOrj^l suffeiing. 

the paraphrase ni ninth mbre natutal^j, .. some of them, that stood &e. ] 

'I'hus in a most humble and affecfhj^^'' this was, as Dr. Edwards (Ekci- 

niaitner he rrminda liis heavenly Fdthcr^ rit. <p.' 196 — 203.) and Mr. Cradock, 
'that he was only by imputation a slnilcr, (Harm. p. H. 256 ) suppose the mistake 
.ind had himself done nothing to of some Hellenist Jens, who did not un- 

his dibplejsuic,— >1 clioos-p not, with^'Df. 4crsUM the Sj'ro-ghaldaic language; or 
More, (ill his Thebh<giftat'W(w1(S,p.292l) ■‘irtifther it procecded\tr<)m his being rais- 
to rendei it tkw fae, «r to wpat d^rce, ci sw high, ^hat, ainid t the* rude noise 
lyaU'tko'i forsaken meh becan^Cthough this arbnnd him, did not distinctlv hear, 
Would be a just vewion of the 'l do not pretend to say Perhaps the 
Cfreek word Ivah, which answers to it in malice of those who did hear what lie 
Matthew, isnotlrablc'thsdchainbijgni- said, might mibrepresent his words, to 
ty.-J conclude with nddlng, tKdttbis prevent any serious reflecuous ' on the 
interruption of ajoyfuj sense of his Fa- Psaltn from which they were taken, 
•hcr’b piescoop, (though there, was',' Sdid to cjipow him to f^cr 



flushed, the drought, u what he had so sEc^f' ^ 

tSiliff ‘SftL endured fhlrtd and body,. tM the Ptci.’,; 
m ^nb, I (P«aL xiii. 15, 

Ixix* 21.) where the Me$siah is described^ cry- xix, 

■ My tongue pleaveth to my jaws, end- A " 

^k^^Sjpy thin*^ they gave me vinenor to drink,” ^ 

" ' that endured all that^ had been tore- 

told cotornhijr him,‘seiV, / Mm/. 


S9 nq# thire wm '^ifhir‘e^as J#V, as U^ual on^spcb occasions, 2> 

« PWf, tljecrowi'' <t»dm, 

wj^yoiieof them ran, wrdw/f/y .ugu^/hif i^ntioiiing his thirst, one of 
took a spnnge, ihm Wh MM^i tpmsei and filled [//] u'ith 
“t?r.'^’''iM.'t':; vintgkmd'pMm it.r(mk ^ s^lk o/J 
upon hyssop, [oh a hyseopi which thfy had fastened on tlie top 0^ a 
rced.y and put it to kind of cgno, or lai^erm/, ifiey put it up t'ohi$ 

blmtoddnkTtM!!? and in a conteinptui&us manner gmie it 

xxTiu'48, Mark XV. him to dHnlc, ike re^t of them that stood 
— 3fe 1 by, .^aid, Ldt [him} done^ and ki tts see whether 

The^^resf^id ^ ILet whom he has just been calling upon, will 

It'*' US bt^p ('07ne and save him from the cross; [««dj indeed 
>^hcUier iMia, mil he must ?r/Ac him dmn <piickiy, if at all.. So'' 
were their hca|te‘ affected with this preter- 
jMjirk xv*"36*— V darkncss, wmch fkad continued now three 


Mat. 

xxvii. 


hours ; and. tints cruelly, did they insult him, 
evui in his expiring monients, which had been 
most inhuman, though he had really been the 
vilest mal '.‘factor. 


John XIX. 30.— Whm Jesus therefon had received the vitifgui^ 
wiitn .losus tiK’re- perfectly fulfilled the prophecies 

fdatini; lo his sulleriii^s, he said, It u finished t 
19 tiuibiicd. the, important work, which 1 came into the 

world, is n 9 W compleJiw^ the demands of the 
law arc satisffejj, the of God is atoned, 
U’KB XXIH. 46 amLmy sufi^ngs are tiow at* an end. dnd 
'>«<%«*'» *fii\ a great and 

loud \oicc,i iiPbaid, which plamty sht^w.cd that much or tlie stiength 
Father, into thy of nature was yet ih Imii; he said^ with a lively 
hAuds I commend Father^ for so I will still call 

thee, tliough tliatciami is ^thus derided by mine 
encLiiies, I am now coming to thee, and into 
thy hands I commit my departing Spirit^ depo- 
siting it with thee as a sacred trust. Which 1 am 


Juhu 
\i\. 39 


Luk« '' 
xvtii. 46 


k A vessel fall of swfrar.] It is well hapa tbciwforc this vinegar was set ln'ro 
known, that mic^.ir aud aatei, (wliieh for tl^eir ubo' or fur Uiat ot Ibo urucilied 
nuMmo was called p(*sca,) was the com- persotHs, whose torture would naturally 
«rui/j}ri|ik of the lUauin soldiers : per- make them thirsty, 



'4^4 V Jesm e^rVi tr^h^ ■ ; - 

' confident thou wilt re^ei'^fe’i^ k«ep. ^/ 7 rf»y SpWt: anHhav^* 
token he had said t/m^ d^cli^i^ his heady he nohn**^bow!ed** bu 
voluntarily dwwiwdd or delivered up his Spirit ^ head/ and gave Sp 
and ej^pirccl.* ' the ghost.] [Mat. 

r ^ by a very awful and 

■ Mat. culous interposition, avowed the relation xxvii. 5i, 

axvi».5i his Sonclaimed) and evidently appeared to take- And behold [Lwke) 
the charge of , that dear and excell^t Spirit 7"e Teii 

which Jesus so solemnly recommend^' to him : of^uir^tapie las 
for immediately Ufwn his deaths [»iAi7c] the sun rent m twain, [tube, 
was still darkened, as was ^^ryed before, (ver. 

45,) (he veil of the rdfnp/d^^wfaich^^parated be- ® op o e o tom? 

tween the holy, and the most hol/flace, though r 

made of the richest and strongest tapestry, teas 

mirdcu\ous\y rent in two in the tnidst, fmn the . , “ 

top to the very bottom; so that while the priest 

was ministering at the golden altar, it being the 

time of evening sacrifice, the sacred oracle was 

laid open to full view God thereby declaring, 

as it were, the abolition of the whole Mosaic 

ritual, which depended on a distinction between 

those two parts of the temple'; and intimating 

that a passage was opened, into the most holy 

^ ff0 dumissed or dehvcvt'^ bit what is commouly observed; inasmueh 
and expired ] The evangelists use diife* as he did iiot use this power to quit his 
rentwordMnexpressingour Uird’s death, body, as soon as ever it wab fattened to 
which la little wond<*r that our translators the cross, leaving only an insensible 
render in the same manner, hevjeideflt or coipsc to the cruelty of his murderers, 
goce If/I the (;h(ht. Mark and Luke say, but routimied his abode in it, with 
i^iKvivrt, fie eapreil , John, TcnftiaiAi to a itfsndy resolution, as lung as it was 
vrr yielded up his Sptut, but Mat- proper ; and then rotued Irom it with a 

‘ thvw*s language is yet oio^g singular, aiajestyand dignity never known, or to 
a^n%t TO mtvfM, he dismtst^ wSfint, (as be known, in any other death ; r/ymg, if I 
the same wuid apnnji.i is^c4„*lljlBt. xiii. mil^ so express it, like the i'rmce 0 kf*' 
.' 1 ( 1 ; Mark n xi. 6, aiid' ^l^vherc.) , W^hile the priest was ministering at 
Now this exprcbiiion (>eetn£ adritrably ^ .t^goldeii altar, ] Hus being so high 
suitour Lonl's words, John x. 18, M man a^yi it is probable Uiat Cniaphas him- 
iidei/i my life fiim me, but I lay it doui^j^ se^Hiigbt now be performing tho solemn 
mifstlf, tSoc. (see the paraphiaae and ^ burning incense just before the 

thcie, p. (209.) shewing, as the strong ‘Cry veil; which if he did, it is inexpressibly 
which so much impres'«ed the centurion astonishing that his obdurate heart should 
did, that he died by, the voluntary actof not be impre.ssed with so anful and sig« 
his own mind, according to the powevre- qiftcania phenomenon. TJiere is no room 
ceivccl fiom tlie Father, and ijia way pc- io doubt, but many pf the othei priests, 
collar to himself, by which he alone*, of who hod a hand ni Christ's death, saw 
all men that ever existed, could*' have the pieces of t^o veil; which, consider- 
coiitinued alive, ev^n in. the greatest tor- ing its , texture, and the other ciremn- 
tUrei, a'> long as he pleased,' or' have fc- stances, niusL as fully convince them of 
tired from the body whenever he tliOught the reality of this extniordtnary fact, as 
lit. W^hich view of the ijase, by the w.ay, if they had actually been present* when 
suggests au illustration of the love of it was rent. 

Christ, manifested in his death, beyond ^ 



«nd the earth dfd 
. quake* and the rocks 
rent; [Mark xv. 39> 
Luke xxiii. '45.] 


place by the 
poured out 








’ Jcs 6 s, which wa» npw sec^)-; 
lit Calvary. And th®^ 


kme time, to increase the terror, the earth trern- 


52 And the graves 
were opened, and 
many bt^ies of tlie 
baints which slept, 
arose. . 


53 ^n<l oime out 
of tb^ graves after 
his resprrectioD^ and 
went f into the holy 
ply, . autd appeared 
unto' tniuiyi 


pled even to the very spot of ground op which xxvil:' 

temple stood, and afeveral of the rochs in the. 52 
'M^bourmg parts were torn asunder ; « And ^ 
ibmp qif the tom^s there were opened by the 
eartnqt^ke : a?:^' vvhicb was nittch more asto- 
nishing, little while after, while the monuments 
continued unclpised, v/wwj/ bodies those hol^ 
men who there, were raised from 

the dust And came out of the tombs b'i 

after the /iMirrt^ion of and entered 

iw/a Jeru^dlein, the holi^ city , and appeared unto 
mam / attesttng the truth of that important 
fact, and declaring their oWn .rescue from the 
grave, as a kind ot fin$t fruits of bis power over 


'V 


ITis rocks mere tom asunHer.] Mr. 
Fleinuig trllsus, (in his Christology, Vol. 
II p 97, 9fi.j that a deiut |.itoIy travel- 
ling thruiKth Falestiiu* was uunvoitcd, by 
vivwiiut OIK' of these rotks. uhich btill 
reni.'iiiis tom omndi'rf not 111 the weakest 
pl.ice, but ( ross the v< in> , a plain pionf 
that it was done in a soporualuial tnan- 
ner — Sandjs, 111 his rxc< Iknt Trio els, 
p lt)4, has given aiiacCmate de ciiption 
and doirncalionof tins ^ls^meJ and Mr. 
Maiindiel in his Jonrnej lioin \loppu to 
Jornsali'in, p. 73. 7i, tells lo tli.it it is 
aljoiit a *-pan wide .il the 11 pei pail, tiiid 
two sp.ins deep, alter which it closes, 
but opens again bi'li/w, (a.s inav be si cn 
ill anutber < hapcl below, cuntigiioiis to 
the side of Calviiry,) and iiiiis d> wp In 
an imkiiowii depth i|i the enitb. Jlln 
.idds, that every man’s sense ,and reaSbb'> 
must convince bini, that this is a noldEtrl ' 
and gcmiini* breach, ^ 

® Man'/ 6 (Hlies of fioli/ men wetc m'letf ] ' 
That uigeinoiis writer ,VIr. Fleuiirtg, wbd 
abounds with a vast number of pccidiar 
coiijectnrds, thinks tlia> these were sonic 
of the most eminent siitils mciiLioiicd 111 
the Old Testament; and that they appe^V- 
ed in some cxtia udinarv spleiid«>ur, aira 
wcie known bv rcvi'ation, as Eve's ori- 
ginal and icliitiou was to Addm, or Mo- 
ses and E'ljah to the disciples at the 
transdguratioii He veutuic-, particular- 
ly to conjecture v»hu they were; but 
does ujt mciniun iJ.ivid among ihein 
(Fleming i>I till- first Kusui ICC loll, p. 29 — 
3H.]|||(' Ihit Mr. PiriQC! (on ('ijlu-. p. iiS,) 
tTk^.iin.s, that it is verv' improbable 
had other saints of foiinei ages 


risen, David should have hern excluded; 
atidsime Acts 11. *34, piovcs th.it ho did 
nut now rise, iu concludei>, that thesainU 
wharrise neix! some who died but a little 
before, perhaps such as had believed in 
Christ, and were well known to the sur- 
viving disciples It was to be sure a most 
surprising event, and Dr. Wh.thy sup- 
poses^ -John V. 25. was a prophecy re- 
lating to it. 

P /ind ca 7 ne out of the tombs offer the 
resurrection ol Jesus, &c.] Consequently 
it seems that the tombs stood open ail 
the sabb.itii, when the law would not al- 
low any attempt to close thcnK What 
an avtoipsbitig spectacle ' e-pccialiy if 
then leaurj^etion wasnotinstantaneimsly 
accoinphaH^d, but by sueb slow degipcs, 
as th.ailxipre«^tcd nr Ezekiel’s vision : 
.(t/ck. atxxyfi',) Yet I do not t.ikL upon 
pie to say that it was so; for H 1$ iin- 
,prolit.iblc too pa^icularly to conjecture 

such oircninstances which aic not re- 
corded. For this reason als 1 1 prcKnid 
itoi to say vvhat became of tlic.se persons ; 
though as one can hardly imagine, they 
either iinnriodiateiy returned to tbqir 
graves 01 that they continued to live on 
earth, (because it is only said, they ap- 
peared to Many,) il seems most iiatuial 
to iDiagiiic, Uiey a-cended into heaven 
With, or affci’r, our Lord ; perhaps from 
some solitude, to which they might he 
directed to retire during the intermediate 
davs, and to Wait in devout exercises foi 
the-r change; for surely, had they as- 
cended 111 the view ol others, the ine- 
nioiy of such a facUcuuld not have liren 
lost 





; which shoSH it } 

\ 9^9^" rpSHfW’ction. ' .y - . ,i ^ - 

/itui whn the Iloniaii cepti^riefn^ stood 
'^^r^^over-^;gninst kim^ guartjcd the exEcutioiif 
^ saw tha^l he sa cried cw/ with such str^i)g|;jbt^f' 
X ‘ voice, UTid sucii fifoi cojifidei^e in G(3ftl, 

at the moment when he^^y 2 V^^^; [and} sjho^W 
‘1] apto a>£|s <fo«(P in SQ roiraeulott^'i^ fl&an- 
^ i>er, in those arn^ising prodigi^$ intended 
4is death ; he glorifysd God by f /ree confefisiQu 
of his nersuastpn of the ii)U^ci&i^;.9f Jesus, saij- 
ing^ Certainly this n'as d ; [yea], 

1*'^ notwithstanding all. the vile which 

pl<- have been caj>t upon hiip, thi^kunan 
r* what he declared himself to he, even the Son 
yMat. of. God himself. 9, And the soldiers also that at- 
xkvu. tctij^ed the .centurion, even they that were ttfifh 
’ him giuirding Jesus on the cross, seeing the 
earthquake, and those other things which were 
now (lone, feared great ly, and said in like man. 
nep^ Truly this Jesus o,f Nizareth, whom wc 
have been thus insulting .and • murdering, was 
the Son of God, and his ' heavenly Father will 
certainly avenge hisquarrelV^y terribly onus, 
and on the vVhole nation of tlie Jews, who have 
' delivered him to us. 

Jhdalt the multitude^ that were come together. 


Ma«k ' XV. 39, 
And irhet) t&e cen- 
turion which stood 
over-againsi him,’ 
i|j|w that he so cried 
^i^t, iind gave up the 
gWtlLuke, and saw 
what was done, he 
glorified God, saying, 
Certainly thiswa&a 
righteous man], 
inily this inan wasV 
the Son of God. 
[Mat XXV 11 . 

Luke xxiii. 47 f|. ' 


]VTiT. XXVlCri-54. 
And they vtere 
with him, watcliing 
Jesus, saw the e.irth- 
quake aud thoh« 
things tliHt were 
done, and they fear- 
ed greatly, .saying, 
'I’ruly this was the 
Son of God. 


Lukfe, 

«»“'• on this remarkable occasion, to see this doleful 

48. 


Lokk XXlII. 48. 
And all the people 
that came together to 


S rerfoi*?^ rlifttuxifa ngiUcovf uiai), A'c ] quakes, sometimes attended the death 
The most learned Mr. Wasee of A) nho, of extraordinary persons, peculiarly dear 
(whose death since the p(^K(m|jpq of iny to the gi >ds } and among other passages, 
fim volume ii. an irrepar4liite^%^ to the mentions tb.at of Plutarch, in vthicb he 
cumruoiiwealth of letters i.dissei- tyllMis, that when Ptolemy had cnieifi- 
tation on tiiesc words of tkdjgnwnon it|^f^iQd|^eomenes, vi'hile the body hung dead 
the first uuuiber of the nilmpthhca Lir'^ cross a targe serpent woimd it- 

terariH, t<i which ( anrindebted for se. aefl^und bis face, and defended it fiom 
vcral hints in the paraphrase on the|i4 ‘^hij^>)f prey ; from whence the Egyp- 
vcr^ics ; but I bare ventured to de^rt tiansdoncluded, ho was a hero more than 
troui him, m aut entirviy incorporating mortal, and a ^on of the gods. Sec Elsn. 
Mat. xxvii. 54, with Mark xv. '39, ami Obsery. Vol. I. p. 12f), 127. 

Luke xKiii 47. as the two latter only man- * AU the ymliiikds] That is, great 
tionthe ed'eut of this surprising sight on' Altitudes;' for it is ho way nemsary 
the cciitiirion, while, Matthew gives iia td suppose, that every individual person 
al<^) an account of the effect it bad, dpon present n as thus imprc'scrl. The con- 
the soldiers who very probably miftht jre- viction prodneeid bv these prodigies un* 
peat the words their officer had apoke but dcubtediy mAd« « ay for the conversion 
Just before in expressing theirsentiments of Such a multitude by the preaching 
on this occa^sion.— I shall only add. that of the apostles, on the descent of the 
FJsncr. ina very learned note on this Spirit, which was but .seven weeks after, 
pl.ace, h.^s shewn, that some gf the ifea- when these things Were fresh in ^jiCir 
theiis had n notion aihong them, tliat* memories.. Acts ii. 41. 
prodigies, especially storms and earth- 





Hut ti^ behoiiiiof; spe'etidei of thoJ^lwhb little 


Jf** ^^o'ting him in his dytflgajso. 
breast* ?iad»**nifed. men thetf isise the thifigs xfikich mn amti 
Hi^tumedy hating ^ir ' hrensis for and 

- ' terrible ejjtfjectauon thit seme sad 

would speedily befall them and their 
' for th^ indignititis and cruelties thcjr 

Aad-nil^ed to a person for wbooa 6od bad 
‘ ’v pressed W iiigh a regard, emt io his grelitest 
distress. 


Luka':'. 

XJCUt^ 

4ft. 


A^D surely wo, vyhon 'We retoiPn from such a view of it to 
thisi'havp reason to smite upon our breasts too, and to be mobt**”***®* 
deeply affected with what we hav4r beard and seen in this lively 
description. Let us set ourselves a.s with the mother of Jesus, JohD i 
and^tbe beloved disciple, at tlie foot of the cross ; and see whe- “‘*' 


tlier/'tvY be any sorrow like unto his sorrow ^ wherewith ihe^^» 26 
l/ord afflicted him in the day of his fierce anger: (Lam. i. 12.) 

Weil might the sun grow paicat the sight; well might the earth 
tremble to support it! How obdurate must the hearts of those 
sinners be who could make a mock of all bis anguish, and sport 44, 45 
themselves with liis dying groan.s1. But surely the blessed angels Mat 
who were now, though in an invisible crowd, surrounding thc*Kvii.4ft 
accursed tree, beheld him with other sentiments; admiring and * 
adoring the various virtues which he expressed in every cir- 
cumstance of his behaviour; and ivhich, while this sun of right- 
eousness was setting, gilded and adorned all the horizon Let 
us likewise pay our homage to them, and observe with admiration 07^ 
his tenderness to his* surviving parent; his meekness under allosJL^).’ 
these injuries and provncatiijins ; his steftdj^.faith in God in an 
hour of the utmost distress: aud his coific^n to accomplish all 
the purposes of Ins life, befoba he yield'edtb the stroke of death. 

Yet with what amazement ihust the hoTy angels hear that cry 
from the Son of God, from tlie darling of heaven, My God, wy 
(rod, why hast thou Jorsaken nte! Let not any of the children of^’^'" 
God wonder if their heavenly Faihcr someiiines withdraw from 
them the sensible and sup[)orting manifestanons of his presence, 
when Christ himself was thus’^^ercised ; ^nd let them rerncmbcf 
that faith never appear'* with greater glory thhn when, in lan- 
guage like this, it.ijurst.s thiough a thick cloud, and owns, iht 
(rod of Israel, and the Saviour, even while he is a God that hideth 
himseff irom \\%, (Isa. xiv. 1 5.) May we, ni our approaching 
combat with the king of terrors, find him enervated by the death 
of our dear Lord, wlio thus conquered even xvhen he tclf! May j.ukp 
w^J^hus breathe out our willing and conipCscd spirits into 


V 










Father*^ hands, with !^nd; fj»ith like bis> as kruTivin^ 

..CSC*, ^homtve believed, and heing\'fi^fmd€d that he is abk to keep 
we commit to him until thOtt dap,! (2 Tim. 1. 12.) 

pleasure, may we survey the awful tokens by which 
'iiwit. God owmed his d} ing Son, and wiped away the infamy of his 
cross. The veil is now rent by the death *ipf' ii^us ; let us be, 
encouraged to eo^iie boldlp to the th^orte of grdlke\'jai\d to draw 
near lo the holiest of all, into which he Im entered with his own 
blood; (lleb. iv. 16; ix. 12.) May Gocf render the knowledge 
54 of the cross of Christ the blrs^df means of shaking* the con- 
sciences of men with powerful CJ^victions, and of raising them 
from the death of sin, to a life bf 'hap pi ness! And may we- be 
so planted together in the likeness of his death, that we may at 
length be planted in the likeness of his resurrection! (Horn, 
vi. 5.) 


SECT. CXCII. 

While Christ continues hanging on the cross, his side is pierced, 
but his legs are not broken*: Joseph begs the corpse, and luijs 
it with respect in his sepulchre. Slat. XXVII. :{.5 — Ol. 
Mark XV. 40, tOi the end. Luke XXIII. 29, to the end. 
John XIX. 31, ^0 the end. 

' * I.UKE XXIII. 49. Luke XXIII. 49. 

sEct. J^ND while our Lord was thus expiring on ^nd all ar- 

cxciT. the cross, all his hmiWar acquaintance niing- quaiaunce, and 

■J^led themselves with the crowd of spectators,}™""^ .■ho'TucI,’ 
XXIII. stood at a distance, viewing these things he vas m (.aiiiee, 
49 . weeping eyes and sympathizing hearts; and of and 

. this number there welr« »!«)»/ piops women, • Him 

who had attended himjw^en he was.^n if alike, tVom Oaiiier, stood 
fl/id had there A/wijvandliberaily a.s- “*’ar oiL behoidmt; 

sisted him and his disciples wHb'th'^:substance; 

(compare Luke viii. 2, 3. Vol. I.,p.>34, 335.) 

[dnd] had now followed him frmn (Galilee to Jc- 
iiisalcm, where’ tliey had constantly attended on 

• Many pioiib w'iJKeu.1 I hope 1 shall t^pt which the pride nf men, often ir- 
irii c rii. otlfiicf by :>avitig, wliilt I mn siue ritatiid ,by thoiie vexations 1 1 wliii.h their 
I o»\ \i’ii .seriously, liiat the frequent own irregular passions have exposed 
int'iition whieh is inadt' in the evangelists them, has tn all jges aOected to throwon 
of lilt* KCin'ions and courageous seal of that !>ex which, prjhi'lily in the suht of 
h-oiB. piiAos wonieiii II the service of Christ, trod, .constitute by fai tV brltei lulf of 
.Tud uspcciiilly of' the faithful and rcso- jilaohind; andtowh>>sc caieaud leinh-r- 
Juto goiKiam v , with which they alteni- iiess, the w isust and best of men generally 
t'd him m these last “rones of his sutler- owe and asciibe_miich ol tin.* daily com- 
ing, might very pn^sihly be iuteiidcd to foil and enjoyment of thoir lives. 1 
obviafe fliat liaiiglrfy and sciisclcs..-* con . 



>riT. xxyir. 56. his preaching io -tfe, temple, ^<ibr would they sECt*‘ 
A™* MamialeqJ! ***”* *“ and last trial : Aihon^ cxcif.’ 

liid Mary the mother ’ivhom ^tx^wasMdn'^ Magdalene^ and Many 
of James (the less.] mother of James the ks» and of Joses ; airtd there vvyiV 

Z LUrTf z«^- “-f *’’« “P"**'®* J»™es ■«'<1 56;, 

Idee's children, whom we have sb often mentioned as the ' 

Saioive, and Zehtdee the fisherman and Salome also,« 

came" with* him other 7 €id\Q\i9 and affectionate women , 

unto ' Jero^Icm ] who came up with him to this passover at/cru- 
fMark vf. ifl/em, and who had the courage to attend hina, 

‘ even when his apostto themselves had forsaken 
him and fledv ■ 

John XIX. 31. Tken^ as tbe^d^V was drawing to a close, the John 
benfaSs^"^!!^ «<J»citoiis, because it was now 

preparation, that the the preparation for the sabbath, that the bodies 
bodies :^.ttld not rp,- miphf. not remain a}l night upon the cross, which 

T*S*^b8th°rv Forbade, (Deut. xxi. 22, 25 ;) 

(i^Tthat sAhbaUi-.iiv ^nd more especially, they were concerned that 
Has ail high-dav,i tiii> profanatuiH might not happen on the sab- 
Levj.ight i‘iiaic :hat bath-day, (for that sabbath, hoinii tlie first which 

i'ioivcn,.md/A«<niev h^nowcd tlie passover, ms a great day or pccii* 
iiiiftdubt‘taivftij.i,\av liar solemnity :^) they went therefortJ and cn- 
32Theii canio ihc tj^eated Pilate that he would send an order to the 
0 icrs, am la c ^atchiim the crucified per- 

sons, that their legs might be broken, the more 
effectually to dispatch them, if they, were not 
quite dead, and [that] they might then be taken, 
away.^ And Pilate U|)Oii this gave orders that 32 
it should accordingly be done : me soldiers there- 


l’ And the mother of the ^ons of \!ehtfdee ] 
though the coiiatruotinn of the oiiguial 
iio diihio'is, yet I think it lery ralionil 
to cuni'lude, that (hm mother of the soiis,. 
of Zebedoe, or of James thegiealer 
bilin, was a ditleieat pei!>oii trom tK* 
niuther of Jaitie^ the les^ and, Joses; both 
i8 the sons of Zobedee, though sm'h d|i^ 
tiiimw.-h«d liieuda of t'hnst aie ueTfer 
eallcd his brethicn, as'Jaineb and Josurs 
are, (M.it. \in ‘55, and Maik \'i ?>, Vol. 
1. p 403 ) .ind iibsiiineariiptiirrspiimiy 
iniioiati', ili.it no more than tw > of tb« 
apostles Here tii> <orj«^ of Zebedeo See 
Mat. V. ‘/I, v\M 'j 7; >laik ill. 17 
® //;irf .Sd/ojMr’.] 'I’his Sllomc, who is 
Till ntioiii'd lien; bv Alark, Is tommonly 
Sii))pO)(.’d to biJ ilir iri.iihiT of Zebedui S 
children in* iitioiu il h\ Matthew ■ but as it 
u expressly saul, there were inanv other 
Momen picsent, she muht po .sibly be 
Ai'Ci diioipb, and there i" no suf- 


l«i& well ooseryydj not only a ii.tttDaui, 
but the second' day oi the least ul uiiltvu 
vened bread, from nhoncelhr y rcclioiu d 
the weeks to peuteeost; and aNotlic day 
for pr^Roiitmu; and ofTeimg the sheuf oi 
new ctiin . so that it was indeed a treble 
sok-rnuity — ^.Scc uoie on Luke vi. 1, 
Voi. I. p. ‘2S0.) 

’ ® Jf/i'/a be tnhen (ttcay.\ It was cus- 
tomarv, as Hisliop IVarSoii (on the Ciced, 
p. 2IH.)has abhnd.ifilly piuvtd, to hr 
the bodies of pfismis who had bwu vxt 
cuted, cootimie'OM the misses, or st.il i ?, 
till they weie eaten ii|} In birdMjt j)K\ , 
but as this was foi bidden to the Jew ,, iln' 
Koinaitgoveruuia probably used looblu'^ 
them by permitting such bodies a.s U- 
lougcd to lliem to be buried. 



' , ,,. ' ■ V ' 'S "-' ’ ' 

who guaraed the ex^^fon^ eame and 
of ik^jirsl or of him 

timt hung nearest th6 place wh^e^the^ bad been 
sitting: a/id then passing by Jesnki who hung 
. ‘ ' in the middle^ they went and brake the 
33 Me other who was crucified with 


impressed with some degree ojf reverence even 
to his corpse, by the amazing fwodigies which 

34 they had just now seen. * Btif y^ione of the soU 

yrVrf had so much .b<JldnGss and iiih'hnianity, that 
he pierced his side with a bog lance or spear i 
which he had in his hand ; and immediately there 
came out of the wound blood and water 
mingled with it / which akie it plainly appear 
that, had he been living, the wound would have 
been mortal, having reached his very heart ; and 
consequently put it out of all doubt that he was 
really dead, before he was taken down from the 
cross. ' 

35 And as this was so important, and indeed so 
fundamental a point,> it may not he improper 
to add, that it was one who saw [iV] who has 

' ihere [this] testimony^ and recorded so remark- 
able a circumstance ; and therefore his witness 
is undoubtedly true; and now he is writing 
this, he solemnly declares that he knows, by the 
most certain testimony of his senses, that what 
he saith is true ; and he makes this declaration, 
that yoUf whoeve%jilto. are, into .whose hands 
this history may cpffe aooner or ,l^^r, may be- 
lieve, and may oe cc^liirmed In^yqpV adherence 
to that gospel which is establ&ht^lin the death 
and resurrection of Christ. - . 


the legs of tb« Kiet, 
and of the other 
nhioh wae cracifiedy 
with hiift. • * 


" 35 But when they 
Vaine to .lesus, and 
'feaw that he w as'dead 
aheady, they brake 
not his%s. 


.34 But one of the- 
Eoldierb with a spear 
pierced his s^ide. and 
foithwith eainelheiie* 
out blood and water. 


S') And he that 
saw if, hare tccord, 
and hisii'CKrdis tine, 
and lie kT]0)^e h that 
he s.iilh true, ihat j c 
miptht bt-lict e. 


f There tame out iloei and teafer,] I do 
not pretend to detennine whether this 
aas, a^ Dr, Drake supposes^ (itt hr« Ana. 
totny, Vol. f, p. IU6 ) the email qi’afltrtj 
uf water iiu'liwed in th^ pericardium, in 
which the teart swims; or whether the 
error was ISdw almost coagulated, and sci. 
parated from the^ertim: eitliqr way, it 
was a cci tain proof of Cbrit>t's death j for 
he could iiut have survivedsuchuu'itund 
had it been mven him in perfect health. 
r So important and fundamental a 


point.] The grand evidence of Christ’s 
inisbioti in his resunectiun, which ini* 
jdies the certainty of his death ■ awl »h(is 
'crucifixion Tnighthavc senued on aslight 
vtew, a less prupci exccition than home 
others silt k as bclicMclinp, horning and 
ihc like ; Imt^is wound would ctlictual- 
ly exclude all pictciHcs rf h-s h.iMii" 
been taken down .line hv Ins fiiind''; 
and aecordlngly- that i- ,ui evasion «h < K, 
faUe and malicious as his enemies were, 
wc do not find tlwy m er had recourse to. 



The^'e thuv^^' were done that (tfFscripluri^ight bcfnffiUed. ,^1 

1 r.f) r-.i iiu'icthit),_'h lio\vevor mcnnsidGrable may sfit. 

t’ "l'P‘-‘af. tl.ev were per, mnoAM^ ihe course of 
iii'uiiod, A ijon.* til UiMiiL* lVovi(J(?nci‘ to oc (lonji^ ihet thus 
iiiiii jhall riu» he hni- m'^'ipfurc viig/ii be \'em\\T\nh\y fulfilled f in 

, 3|.;§i:ys ccuK crning the paschal laiiil), vviiicl) clid' 
in; ISO many c^rcumstmees resemble Chiii^t, 

(iSxod. xii. and Numb, ix, Ji2.) “ Sut a 
bone of if shall be broken f' ^ a precept which 
among many oihers, was given on purpose U) 
lead the minds of beiievers to reflect on the 
Ir.ii ijif)ny and unity of design carried o1i (though 
Ijy ‘^neh a variety of person in no concert witli 
each other) under the Old 'resiarnent and nu- 
'm Auil.ii'ain atio- <l('i' the Xow’. ^/lil there is unother'n 

r I r ticnpiiirt' saitl), whifli sui/s conci‘rninii the Jews, 

tiK-v shall louk (in I .1 I 1 . -ir • 1 

'.m vhohi ti.i'v tliey are to he converted to the aiesMali 

r.rd in tlie latter clays, “ T/kjj shall look on him 

n horn thei/ June pierced f (Zech. \n. K',) for 
W'hii'ii riMson (jod perniitf(‘d llicin not oalv'to 
pierce the hands and tlse i’cet of Jc^Mis with 
mils, hut jIno to optm his side hy that deep 
and Idi ge w ound which \vc have now bei'ii nien- 
tioniii.c 

M Au K x\' ie Jnd ijiiickly after these things, as it was near Mark 
IKK :.i.iiin,aft(>^ j5„,j ig>(is 710W c<m(\ bt'iausc -I-'* 

(‘^ 5 . we ha\e observed) li was the preparation, ot 
», i‘ ih« lui'i'.iiatum, the close, of the dap b(fore the sabbath, (Jolm 
ii'ji b. tin- (li\ lu- xis. ;i.) ibi it w'tus hnJay evenino, and the 
'’‘ibbath, which would begin at six cfcloek, was 
u.iin M. 1 near at liand, in w'hieb no work could lawlul- 
ii-' win K' ly be done; BeJndd, there came to the go- Lui,,. 
'''m’i* '‘'niui’s palace rfc-ci tain rVt 7 *' 7 //tf/i of Avimaliica',^>^^o. y) 

K. III.. 1,1 lliik(', .1 facihf oj the Jews, anciently c-al!etl lUniolh, 
i.t,- .1 u.( Jiws ] u'liich lay in-the tribe ol EpliVairn, and w:is ilio 
iMhi. that celebraled prophet, ) and 

.111 I'OllOlIl ll) I C.tlill- . t \ I 1 * ' , * 

i:.n, [ti.ii} he wn. .1 he ivas iiamed Joseph, and was a ])ci.s()n ol eon- 
"oii<lnun,aiida)iyi. i,.Jerable ti’oto, being an honourable counsellor, 

1 w.it xv»ii _ 1,,^- member ol tiie sanbc'drhn, who had a geno- 
^vii) ■;] --] ral rope.i.hion us a benevolent and upright man. 

--ji iiiL- sdini- The sanu was not CiJiicerned .with the rest of'^j 
hi.s fellow senators in putting Josiis to death, 


■' ''I'l II /mil ol' if Ui i// 1)1 he'/en J 111 
\(jiniij, (ill Ill's lll3U>ii("il DinsCI- 
Ci.i Ji oil It(‘\ i l.iviDii li 'Sijii.ci! to iiiCAont 
‘■“i.ljcisiiii'iii, \ ol 1. p. en'k 'J()4 ) 

li.c. 1 pai I k iil.ii Lh'amht un llii' niasuu 

• 't liii {M'lliiliJUiiM, tli.it i( uas iiiti’iiih'd 
' ^,\l ise tlip iri.iiiiK 1 III wliK h ilif 1 p- 


fun sacrilicrs wrre si mrtimes piillftl to 
pii-ti'. Ijjit I think thcn'asnii •^ii;/''-''"! 
in lilt p.iiajil'uisc iiiui h tnoii' i(.itdjn 
anil iijip irUdit. It is \<i\ u» ll 
tiatful 111 All I'ssay (ai Mu s, m i il i 1 i - 
jM'nsatiujiis of <«otl, (S-c I'e 1 p 'txa 
'■ 7 - 



Joseph gora id Pilate;, and begs the bodjtj of Jesv^, 


Ptl tol 

TJ rtff* 


' TiUke 

3£XJ1I. 
A I 




SECT, and /uid mi {riven the concurtence of his vote to i»ad not ronsentpd 
cscit. ihf rnunsd and i^tion (f Mm that condemned 

him; [hut reti.s one] who humbly wholly) inm^eif 

and affectionately waited for the ^ waited f.ir the kmg- 

Gml, being indeed a dtscipk of Jesus) tSi^ tms V’d;ic,[;Ie'"S 
secret hj; because he durst not oj)enly fWofwA jesus, hut sot ietls, 
his belief in iiim for J ear of the Jews and their for fear of the j 
rulers, who were so stronoly prcmdiced aoralr^^t *V.,‘ ' T V’ 

bun. J nis man, awakened by the piodioies xix— sa^} 
atfeiidiMg ills death to greater courage than he 52 This man wmt 
Jiiitl before, tliougli he knew it must necessiu ily f^V'ni 1“ 
draw u()on rum the hatred and contempt ot his gpj 1 that he 
hrelliren, 3 I't icent in bvldhj to llic preseneo of uiii;lit uke away the 
Pifatr,' and be{rfH’d liis permission that he yni^hi 
fake away the body of Jesus, to presort e it from l^iark xv.' W. ^Joim 
farther insults, and bury it in a decent and re- xix.— 3 R.— 1 
itjK’Ctful ninriner. 

//r/rMvh(‘n Ptlnfe heard his rennost, ( onsider- 
ing how lingering an execution tiiat or tlie cross .nredv 

was, lu; ikoaght if strange if he were ah eady ami i iiiin,' 

dead, and would not easily believe it; and there- 
fore, h(rrini> railed the centurion to bun, who 
was appoinn'd to guard the bodies, hcashid him anv ^>hjh>diMd. 
whether he had been dead any time. And when 


:Mark 
XV. 44. 




4^ And when he 
knew a ut tiu ociit’i- 


46 


hr blew [i/J of the eenfurion, amt was certainly „„„ , ,„h„, 
iulormed that, besides all the appearances of bis gave Inin Ictuc.J 
having been dead before, he 'was afterwards v^ununanded tlm ii.*- 
stahbed to the very heart, Pilate, without an)’ \osq>ii^'' '* fv u* 
farther scruple, ‘Uive him leave, [and] command- ' w It — ')b. .IliI.u m\. 
cd the body to be’ delivered to Joseph : which he — ' --1 
might lie the more willing to do, as lie' was 
thoroughly convinced' that desus was innocent, 
and it was generally thought bv the heathens, 
that the spirits of the depar^terf refccived some 
ativaiiiagc frotn the honours of a fltticral paid botgiii foi' 
to their bodies. .-ind [lohn, cnini* 

And Joseph therefore, being thus authorized tbeicfoie, Jiid| loik 
by Pilate, having bought a large piece of //V 
linen, came to mount Calvary, and with proper vdapp(d[iT mat It an 
assistance took down the body of Jesus fiom the i"»“ 1 f 

er()s>, and^rapped it up in a kind of winding- nmVm:; --,i,,hn 
Aicat ot' chtan linen cloth. —■> 8.1 

• f1 iHl m buldlij to Piinte.] It was in- resinn-ction should luppen, niahnigwonlJ 
dr( (i . I oimr.iypous act fur this luh and have been more iiatunil, than ih.it In 
nolilf son.itoi thus publicly tu own his should li.ivi* been brought iiitu (pict'tioii 
liiciuMiip to lesus in the midst of bis as a coiifcdn ato iti the picteudcd tr.i iV 
"icatcst iid.iinv , and a person of such ©f conveying him avTjy 
j.ijj.Kiij could not but know that, if a 





JIc and Nicodemus hur\f it in a mw seputclire, 


JOHN XIX. . 1 !? 

I And therti came .ilsrj 
Nii'oflcnMis, (HhicJi 
:it the fiist came Lu 
Je-iiu b^ aild 

bioM^llita iiu'cfurc of 
inyirli ariil iloe-*, a- 
boiit an liimdrcd 
{xjiiiid 


40 Then took Ukv 
tlie body nf 
and ivounil iL in 
'■lolhes, Mith lln' 
'as tliL man 
IK r of the Jf-rts Is to 
l-niy. 


And (hire canie aho at tlie same time witiJ sect. 
Jo'sepli to tliccros*?, Nicodetnus , another raenjber exen. 


i-l — No'v 111 IliK 
jjlaci' Mture In* 

I 1 IK lilt’d, till I(‘ W.l' 

a eaidcn , and in ilie 
arden a new "cpiil- 
tliie 

'riii'ti laid thi’v 

iliiiilorf I III 

'll ffih\ own IH’W 
ijinli, uliK ii he bad 
licwM, I laikf. in 
4oin.’,j [Maik, out 
1/1 a iu(k,j [iohii, 

V. liKifiii was iie\('i 

111.111 vet laid J be- 
ea\i‘ie[Liikc, ib.il day 
wa-. the] Jews [T.iike, 
jiK paiO' 'ou, uiid tin 
' il/halli dn’W wnj 
1 >i the sepuli'hie was 
nigh ut hand. [Mat. 
xwn 00. Mdik XV 
— 4d — l.iike will, 
— .W. John xis. 
-41 J 


of the saiilioilriiii, of whom repcatctl mention 
has. been mAtle in the preceding story, and 39 

be that at the first beginning of bus public 
ministry came to Jesus ixight^ (John in. 1 , 'J.) 
aiidu as he was now grown more courageous than 
liefore, to testify his great regard for Jesus, lie 
brought with him a mixture oj myrrh and alocs^ 

[ihui u'cighcd] about an hiindred pounds. 'ro40 
prepare Me*?! for his intermenr, they took the body 
flj JesiiSy without regauling the reproach to 
which It might expose them, and swathed it up 
in a great many folds of limn^ together loith 
the spices On cording to ike Jewish custom oJ bit- 
vying,; niteiuling to embalm it in a more exact 
manner, as soon as the sabbath was over; and 
hoping that in the mean time the spices l^mg 
near tin; Imdy might preseivc if from the least 
taint ol corruption. 

Now It hapjiened very commodiously for Ins-ii 
immediate interment, that in the very neigh- 
hourfiood of the place where he was crucified^ 
there wai> a garden, and in the garden a new 
sepulehie belonging to Joseph. There laid tkeyAi 
Jesus therefore in lJoscph\'il own new tomb, 
whtih fu hud lately ordered to be hewn in stone 
out of solid rock; to whicli therefore there 
could he no \iassage but by the door, and in 
which no man was eier yet laid, so that there 
eon Id be no room to imagine any other person 
rose trom thence. And this they did without 
hist cany mg the body into any house to em- 
balm It; because (as we have s;ud before) it xivas 
the Jewish preparation- day , and the sabbath 
diewon, which did not allow their undertak- 
ing a work of so much labour and tune ; to 
be re.'idy tlieiefoie for the rest commanded on 
tlic sabb.ith-day, they used no farther ceremony 
11 , interring him, and chose a most convenient 
place to do it with dispatch, Jor the sepulchre 


' ^ Sutl/n'il up 211 /,•(»] TIusiMketo icius .swatlied up tbeir dead. It nas, 

betlii. luosllMc’ialU.iii'.l.itioiiotThcwords no d..ubt, by muacte, that when Llirixt 
"'m-e/r. 7 . o^ro iji; , tor riSonn we-e .1 kind arose, b*' discnUiijjlcdhiiuiM'It Itumthe/.^ 
i>l (lu u rf;'/(7j», in vhicb, as Ktsnrr has swathe- 
'htwn, fOhsen. \ yl I p ''.*7 ' Uif Vas* 



mi. XXVI r.— 00. 

And he rolled a 
SI cat '■toijc to tin* 
iluoi oi the sopul- 
clire, and depattod. 
[M.irk w. — 


observe iSiier.e his body teas [aid. 

n 7'> ty in'ctr at hand. And'/Joseph having 
jIju, muMiul Inin in Ins own tomb, and so (rfs 
\\us p|.'pl•f*^i|L•f| coiifcrniug the Messiah, Isa. 

’ x^xvii I*’’ his gravq ^wilh the rich in -his 
deaih,”’ he took care to make all things'^js^- 
t i.!c, and havini; rolUd a great atone to the ddhr^ 
oj the scputchrcj to block up the entrance, he 
'iOi'nl oii(uj to hiij own home. 

' /,'/./ when Joseph and Nicodenins came, and 

i.) (luvMj Josiis (Vom the d/a”//<?- 

' hih'y <n>d the other Maiy^ who (as'was said hc- 
Ibrc) was,|A6' mother of James the lesi, and ./ovyj, 

(Mat. xjcwii. jii, p. .m9.) atul tlie rest »)f the 
ie>.men ttho reho came ivith hnn fn.m Galilee y 
and so airettioinitel} aticntled during the time of 
his crucifixion, we re now' desirous to see how 


\ 

L* ' 


tliey dispo-ved ol him; and therefore when they 
carnul of) the coijise, these jiioiis women fol- 
lowed after them, ar I sitting over against the se- 
piibhrCy into whicli they saw them miu r, helr ld 
Willi (hhgeiii oh^enatioii wftere and hoie his (>')- 
>''(!•/ was lauL Ami |>erceiving that they did not 
c.nhalm him, hut only wound him np in linen 
w'ltli the dry spiCv s, they resolved to perform 
this last office of duty and aHVciion to him in 
the compictest and most lespeciful manner they 
could; and thorelore t/icy iinni(;(lia!( ly Vitarned 
into the city, and before the da\ of jnvpaitition 
V. as quite finished, they proxideit a gieat qiian- 
I'ty of spices and balms for that purpose, that 
nothing iniglit prevent them froui engaging in 
It as soon as the Grst day of the week should 
open; and, in the mean lime,, they tested on the 
sabbath -day, according to the I)ivihe lumvnmd- 


i.ukfe'.-Jt:?:!!!. 
[And Miry Magda- 
lene, and the olher 
M.iiy,| [Mark, the 
inollui ot.lose<<, [and 
thcttiniU'ij which 
cAiiiu iMih hfm from 
Galilee, followed ni- 
ter, and [sitlingovcr- 
against the sciml- 
cliro,| hcheld (Maik, 
V hcii'l and liov Ins 
hodv wa'^ lanl | M it. 
\\vii ('ll. ,\Iaik N\ . 
iT.J 


ai'> \iid ti.ev K . 
timicd ailpi'iMri’d 
i>|ii(ts and ninl- 
riu'uls, and ri'-tid 
tin- sahballi-d »y ai 
cordiin; to lha i nin 
111 iiidiucnt. 


' illado his giaif ttjth the rich in hjs 
death ] T^ctincInTcbepcniiittedtiiimi- 
tiun till* ciitiL'iMii (if .'I celebiatcd diiiiic 
on this passa^rc of haiah, winch h.-tviiig 
licui (that I know of) been puhliishefl, 
in.n bo in w to many, as it was to mo. 
('bscivML, that tliid Word m.iy 

?»■ thf (hctJ numtjcr, and tliat I’a?!,’ is t/ir 
'•//' v/n, h" would suppose a kind of 
hmuirthii MI the, coobtruotion, and n-odt i 
It, “ lia deuth and bi/r,alshafl ht uilk /m’» 
*' irtmt'tuii and udh onf rich man ; that is, 
“ after haiing c.spir(.<1 between Uoma- 
lela U'rs, a rich man (tb.it !•« Jooepli 


of Aiimatho.'i,) siiall undi riake tin i .in 
" of Ins fnnor.il,’’ — lint 1 niusl ai ktviv - 
ledg(' tbatno vi isnni of I'lC woiiK pi. \st ^ 
me so uoll on tlu! wbolo hn tli.it i.l Ih 
S^ ke-, whu h I rca Is nco I wrote the pai.i- 
phrase abo\ (' fn'l ,>f lo/Mt /< x, he ntt ii~ 
vt’n;jocn rc<}i^.lU[icnN(. U aifUL <(ji m '•» Jcm - 
ki I, and /tlijiirolh vjwn the i n h or, w !mdi i'' 
eqiiK jlctiL to t'lc foiiiiti, liat poilMps 

iiUMC ('xact, JU'\'itiU a-^.ii,< h \ ^unt (lli.it' 
i>>, lus death winch hiin-,^ him dourilo 
It) m tlm nicked, and on Ihr iich la- 
dies, pnoa. See Dr. .'^yko.s <.ii li' 
Triilli of Cl'iisliaintj p 'i'O'. 



'Reflections on the regari^ion of Jesus. 56 .%l 

' 1 ^ iJ^ *'!■'’ 

7 }ie 7 itj which they wonltl not violate e^ori on so sErt. 
solemn an occasma as this. < m n. 

IMPrtOVEMKNT. 

We have seen the sorrows of our e:s|jiring Lord : lot ns now, 
like these pious wojgaenj raise our eyes to him with an holy and 
unfeigned atlectidh) and behold him |iale and breathless on'tlie ,53^ 
accursed tree. Let us view him by faith, till the eye aih'ets 
the heart, and till wc learn to ^lorj/ in nothing but his cross, 
whereby the world may be crucified to us, ami we iii.iy be eriiLi- 
fied to the world. (Gal. vi. 14 .) 

How w'oiiderrully does tbe providence of God epjvar to bate .Mm 
regarded tlie body of .lesiis, which had so long been the ternple »i'i 
of the» indwelling Deity; even wdicn it wMs'de'U'ited of that 
spirit whicb liail lately animated it; ami wlule ir hung (amazing 
thought, that it ever should liave hung ') between the bodies of ^ 
two thieves on a cross, without the gates of Jernsaloin ! He, 
who has all lieinis in bis hand, interposed by a ^e(•^er, but 
poweifnl influence 011 the soldiers, vvlio brake the, Iim;s ( 1' the 
uialefactois, to spare (hose, of Christ; that so nothing uhitli 
looked like a prophecy of Imn, should want its jiro t.i e. < om- 
plishment. Ihit Ins side was pierced ; and liow de(‘p wns tiseij 
wound, svlien innnediately there came out of it bloov! and v, iOm ! 

Hajipy emblem of the bless-d idFect of Ins d'Mtb ' J/c (u /U 
both by water and blood, (as he who saw and Ic'^tificd this im 
portant fact leads us lo iiripruve it; I .bdiii v. i)); and bt li.is 
iiieaus 111 once atones i be injured just ico of (iotl, and p!ii.[\. 
tbe souls of them tlial behove in him. 

Our indignation ri>vS against the. man tliut con’d, by sueb .m 
ontiage, ..t tins, abuse tlio dead body of our Retleemei ; bht 
oil, let us si'riou'^ly remember the liaml which our sin,> had in 
all that was now done. He waf wounded for our rcvs/c/'v , 
he li'a^ bruised for our iniquitie.^ : .(Isa. hii. 5 .) And ibmm'ojv* 
it i.s said concerning those on whom the ends if (hewoilu •■I'c lo 
come, that they shall look on him whom ihei/ hute ivcrci!. tnul 
viouni , (Zedi \ii. U) ) May vve mourn over l.i.ii aiili.i ge- 
nume evangelical soifow, when vve cnnsidtr wlie n a.* h.ne 
pierced; and how deep and how oHon we. li.uf’ pniced Inm : 
and upon what slight temptations; and under how many vn- 
gagemeiits, rather to have ball u*d his wound:, with our leaiN, 
and even to have exposed our own hearts to tiic sharpest ■wea- 
pon, by winch theijaadiicss of sinners might have attempted to 
injure inm. 

'I'he boldiu'ss of Joseph, and even of Xicodeimis ..miM l., u.i 
deserves our notice on such an occasion. They are not avliam- ''' 
ed of the infamy of his cross, l)ut come with all holy rover, nee .lut 
and affection to take down those sacred lemains ot Jc-^us , nor 
hd they think the linest linen, or the clioiccst .spices, loo vahi- 



.iGi) Judas when^sus was condemned. 

«' igcT. al)Ie on such an occasion. Etot who can describe their conster- 
nation ami distress, when they saw him, who they trusted 
SMv^shoLiid liavc delivered Israel, a cold and bloody corpse in their 
y ; and left him in the sepulchre of Joseph, whom they ex- 

" Mat. pected to have seen on the throne of David Pf Wc leave for the 
-xxvii. 60 piCftent Ins enemies in iriomph,^ and his friends in ti'ars, till bis 
l estineciion ; which soon conlounded the rai^ of the tornier, 
and revived the hopes of the latter ; hopes wTiicii nni^.t othcr- 
vv be have been for ever entombed under that stone vvitli which 
they now covered him. But happy and condortabic is the 
thought, that this his transient visit to the grave has (as it were) 
ielt a perfume in the bed of dust, and reconciled the believer to 
dwelhng a while in the [ilace where the Lord la) ! 

'V SKCT. CXCIII. 

Jvd'is confessing his guiUf ref urn^ file vioncij he had received 
from the chic) pnests^ and iheti lunigs himself. The Jews 
the nert daj/'dcmnml, and proairc a guard to be set on Christ's 
sepulchre. Mat. XWII. (J'J, to the end. 

MAT. XXVII. 'j, MM. x'xvn -5. 

sccr. TT\VI\G ilnis finished the aeeoiint oi' the 

(Iv inli of Jesus, It may be (‘onvenicmt heie hl'^s.nl 

ia,,i mention the inbei.ihle end ol tliat perlidious U aiiio 
XXvii discij)le by whom lie was betraved into the •"h “tc‘UninM'H, 
'i hands of Ins enemies. 'I'lu; Jewnsli riders hav- 
ing delivered .lesus to the Uoman governor, 
and having prevailed upon him to give orders 
for his execuiion, then Judas, who had betrayed 
him, when he saw to his surprise that he uas 
condemned hy iMatc, and lliat tlj%y were lend- 
ing him forth to die upon the cross, to winch 
he seemed determined to submit, though he 
could so easily have rescued himself from it,-* 


* 'Jfwn Jmlas, See,] For the proptr 
pld(j' of tliii story, which is heu jiiK-rt- 
1(1 out ol Its oulti, &»'e iiotu*oii John 
SK K' p 'j36 Malthcw has iiitri.diufd It 
nnmcdiaUlv aftf’i ihf .lews luid ridner* 
t(l .lesiibto PiKitc; l)Ht after this I be .lews 
Mdo '<> intent on persnailing Pilate to 
eoiibciit to hia death, that there was hatdly 
tinip for ihe Sanhedrim's adjourning 1o 
the temple, where this occurence happen* 
nl, before they had prevailed with Pilate 
>0 condemn him' and as Judas must 
have often heard hm Master say he 
hould be oiucifiod, Pilate’s order forliis 


execution lTlvl‘^t have inoio si iisibly aftcci 
cd him, than the Jews passing senteiu e 
on him, who had not then the power of 
ptitting" any "nc r» diMth.— Tin* woid 
to7i, thi'n, wjih wjiich the evangelist be- 
gins this story, may be takdi ui some 
l.iti'tiidc to introduce the nirntinn of an 
occinrence which happeiud about that 
time, whether^ a little before or after, 
and need not be in'eiprctr d w ith so much 
rigour, as to detciniinc it to ."iii assejtion 
of observing the evai ro'.t older in all 
circumstances. See note ' on Mat \x> m 
' 27, p ,V>5. 



lie ihrows dmn goeS^^l^ ha)ig& hlmseff. 


ind br(njs:ht as'ain 
th(i tliirty pitrtb ut 
silver t(» the chief 
j priests and elders, 


4 ‘laying, I have 
'frimifd, in that [ I 1 . 1 M' 
bi'iijvod the in- 
nocent blood. And 
tiiey said, Wli.it /t 
that tp IIS ’ sci flioii 
h that." 


> And lie <ast 
t’own the pieoi s oi 
’ i1m r in the t« iiijile, 
and dt'pailcd .1 id 
v.ciii ,iiid handed 
hini'i 11, 


was seized witli gi^at terror and agony of con- 
jiCieace; and repetiiwg of the^tal bargain he 
liad rtiade, wliereby he had brought such a load 
ol guilt on liis own soul, he carried back the 
thirty pitices of silver which iliey had given 
higif to the chief -prieiits ei7id the eldcruy wliih; 
^Ke^.werc together in the temple tiiat nioining ; 
for they resorted thither with a specious appeal - 
ance of piety, belore they followed the iiiuiti- 
tndc to Calvary to see tlx; execution. ^nd 
eoiniiig in among them in a wild disorder, he 
said lo thenij^Oh Sirs ! 7 kne sinned in a most 
dcspeiate manner, m that 1 have bet t'ayed in- 
nocent bh dd to you , for I a‘in well toiiviiiced., 
that Jesus mv Master has done iioLliini; to dc- 
.seive this [lunishmeni to which ) on liave de- 
li \ercd in m ; arid 1 am not able to bear the 
tliought oi tli(‘ concern I have had in it. And 
theij itnsu'ci ed wit.'i the steady coolness of those 
who know no shame 01 remorse foi tluir wie- 
kedue-.s, U’hut [is that] to its, wheihi r thou 
lliinkc'st inni innocent or not ' Ste ihoii [/r» 
lhal \ : It IS snllicient for us that we know lu* is 
guilty, vshetlier such a wretch as tliou ait, tip- 
pH) vest or condoiime.st our sentence. And^ 
tliroxinng d<wn the puas of silver money la (In- 
temple, in tlien \ei\ presence, w’ltli all the 
marks of agony and distress, he withdrew ; end 
going ana , to the blow of a hill, m .some retired 
ciiid im'lanchoJy place, he k-nged iiifiise/J, 
but the rope bieaking by the I’oice with whicii 
he tlirew Inmseit olV, he fell down the piccipiec, 
and huist asunder with the lorce of hi> fall, so 
that till his bowels guslied out ; ^ and he lay ex- 
piring, in a most pamiiil and terrible md’inci, a 
spectacle of horror to all that beheld him, ah\e, 
or dead, as a nmltiuide of speciaLoKs did. 
(Compare Acts i. IS, ly.) 


cxeiiu 



•* jI ml going rtiiY/K, he hiiui:ifl himself; 
but the rojx* bioakitiic, .J 'I’liis inetbod 
uhu'ii.Mi. I.eClon , (llartri p. 3'i7,)aii(l 
so\oral oiher liMrntd CTiJics bavc taken, 
ol leLoiK'ilin ' xMauliftf with what is 
aft'-i w.'iul said ut tins fact, (Acts i 18.) 
that /«//;« II heiiitlunn, he limit us under m 
the mida, am' ulfhn houieL giu/ied oul ; ap- 
pears to me iiiuih prifeiabie tu that i.f 
fill si; who would render nntiy^ali, lu has 
dfd or suffocated, %ith ixrea of {.iiel^ 


(see I.a Mutte of Iiispir. p 1 '»5) , a vu - 
MOii, which iioueot Ihuduthoiitics I hun' 
been, seem biiflicicnt tu justify Nui is 
itnecessary to suppose with Di. l.iiihifnot, 
(Hui. Hebr. on Mat. .xx\p. 5, amt .o fs 
i. IS.) Out Judus n.Si> caiiU'd h> 
tlic (U'mI and strangled 111 the an, .xml 
being till uuu fruin i hence jii the. . i.f'.t < r 
all the citi , was dashed ,ii p.ii'fS ly 
Violciifc ol the fall 



/fnd ihe chief 'priests^ the pieces of 

'iritcui. siher^ wero Jit ■'.oinL' loss h(JWfhfeyi^hOnlfl (Jispo.r 
orthciu ' lor ihtiv said. It is mt laxeful for iis 
^'host uhii-li IS rallctl Corlian, 
6 or (lio sacivil treasury ^ because it is the priceif 
bloody sjikI would in (*flbc‘t be olFenii^r ro Qoit 
ibo lift* of a tnau. Aiul these hy pocrites scrO* 
] lie’ll Muh a point ol cjorcinoiiy, while they still 
])nsisied in their resolution to dcstioy jcsu<, 
whiiii, if they had (lesifod it, thoy might j et 
'7hav(' pieverued. But afterwards, when they 
met in a body about some other business, hax,- 
■ ' 2 fi^ ( onsutted tf):refh(‘r u lint tiiey shoul I do v\ itli 
those piei'is of money, they bnvpht with theui 
tliat close in the iieiolihonriiood ot .».‘i iisalem 
u’hicli is called The potters fields for a buryinei'^ 

I place of forcigvers uho had no .sepulchres of 
their own, and whov' bodies they si'ru[)led to 
^lay Willi those ol ini u oon holy iintion. And 
therefore^ by the way, that Judd calk d^ in 
the ‘’^vnac hmgurg ', Aceldama, that is, The 
Held of A/'W. ( \cN 1. IJ^.) and it beais ihai 
name even to Ibis day^ because it uas purchas- 
ed Viith t'l.u lupiiev wh'ch was the ppce paid 
loi tlic‘ hl.io.l ol ,1 so., and was in ell’ecL iho 
pun hu.M’ o( the hloo'l of Judas too. 

) 77;. 71 xt'iis that fulfilled in a very remarkable 

in, inner, u'hieh ’U'as spoten by the prophet^'' 


c’hiet 

prrsts it lilt. 
Mi.er iiiucK,, .oi'l 
b.iitl, U i> not Ian Ini 
f>i Uipiit tlu'iii into 
tl»c fi, .i-.iirs .lifM'ausi' 

It I-. til pncf (ii 
llloii'l 


7 An 

I'onii'.t 1 

null till 

lUlil, ti 

tltlS 1,1 


th#‘v ifi'jk 
and Ii miji.v 

ic p 

III ■Li.'iii- 


\V 1 ,‘tm 
-ill. I 

III 111 


' 'I'lK .1 nas h I- 

lllll ll tll.lt utlM'll V.l' 
ikt II l>) J(.ii iny til 


' 7ir j-nUtrs /-/rf J 'il'irlv |H<-C(S nf 
I "lay si'cin a icry mfoiisitlfialilo 
jiii. i- fur a fitltlbi ncji .Kiusalnn, b-'t 
t. liltin'- nt’lt ol)^P^u•<^ tlio tfronutl was 
P'lilialily luiK hspijiliti bydt^UfiHJCiinpbir 
• ,'ith lo niakf* iJOttoF'. ^Cbsols; so that it 
Mas linn imrit lor till.igc or ]iastiiic, and 
' "I '■ ijii< ntiv of biTiall value 

'* /1/oi/j uijf spoken hu the pTfiphi'l.) 

Mnsi I npii's read it, /o/Jiiciniah the f»o- 
/■' t , \,t it r niinusall} kr.oM.fi, ilu« 
til’ (' noiil^ au’ Inimil tn.) Mhrro ill J*'rc- 
Hii.ili, but Ml >^<cliiiiiah, (clup. XI, 1 ).) 
■1 appears la iiif mi\ unnatural to iav^ 
Mill Dr. Tai;htfu!p)r f Mur. Urb.’ in luc.) 
Out .ill tbo pii^^ti- Miitiius niiglit bn 
< fillfd itip book of .Ii;rf»mi!ili , bpcanse m 
.niniiut tunes the propbeey of Jeremub 
'M'.i'! put dt the bcginnitiR of the volume 
<'f tli( firopli(U.s. nor would the siantutf 
tins f Hit a< < ount for the eTpressioii of Us 
bi'ing spoke liy liim. Mur nin I at all 
I .iiniiK'cd bj Air .loscpli Mi tlf“’« reason- 
'iii^is, ('■eelii-i Woik.-, p. I’oy.) that these 


words fliougli rciMKJi ll bv /ri’liarnii oi 
latiu'i lound 111 Ins book, \m.i' (i<i,l> 

iidllv spoken liy .T.’ienn.ili, ami by sunn 
aceidml displneu! a prirnipb mi win li 
,tl»e whoknudit of tlm piniilipc es iiii.;in 
bo d^stroved. Jt would be a iniirb Ic^s 
diftbonour to tin* sacii d wiiliiigt., to sii|,- 
'po#e a sirull uioi in tlie p n ..f smiu 
fearly trausciiboi, who iiii:li‘, Oi-. V>" Imp 
Hall picttiiy i-Oiij« Clines,) In ilu- nnsl.iki- 
of one letter uiilv, (supp s'm; tlio woid 
tu be rontMC^'d ) wiite l^in tm l. is '.ml 
though itis fi'itnri, tluii .1 'r'’mu!i wa-. 
the n’rf'i.cd leading, aseaily asOriKCii's 
tnue, yet tbeie IS looin todoabi, wlu'tlu’r 
any ^irophet was iiaTimd m the tir‘'t 
Copies, as tho^vjnao yf’i'i ui, wliu b is ,il- 
Jow cd to be in the m. .st ivir! y I line-., 
says ofily, li Kiap.kin'hii thepiuphet, « itli- 
out mentioning by v.lmui On ili« wliol^', 
I tliink it morercfipi ( tlnlto iln i;».iii-e- 
list, tti 'iepposf Hint soiiii' otlirion. tiaii- 
st'iibei might cither insciloi tlianpUli 
pioplK't’snaiiir, ihari foimpuicit, a> ]>i. 



And this iQkat Zech 


f/i saiSj^pfid/iiled. 


')f the childien oi h- 
Mcl dul \aiiiu. 


piophet sav.«ji,And (Zech. xi. 13.) Saving, “ And I look the thirlu 

PKc'e^d s'!l?e'rl‘'th^ ”f smil, ttiie rradiT will oU- 

price ofhiin that was servc, was //t^ price of oHc ivtin teas sold 
;ihi<^ whom they for ‘<i slave, ,|>r of one whom the children of Israel 

" (did sell, c^teemt;*^ among them on an 

,it?,erftge hut the equitable price of such a one ; 
'\'$|jcl>vvas here the price of the hlood of the Son 
of God himself, that infmitely valuable Per- 
10 Ami gave thein son :)^ And theu nerc given for the potters 

‘fje Vw{-,hH,) the Lord com- 
<vj im*.) “ uhtnded mem vision, in token of his just dis- 

“ pleasure against those who had put such an 
“ affront on his pastoial care.”^ 




skct; 

excite 

Mat. , 
XXVITi 
i# 


10 


Mill eeenv^ to do, to a slip in the aiithoi’b Goil, hchada\ision to the following pur- 
memory. po‘>t* * lie thoiujht Ood firi^t appointed 

* Thx price of one tAo :vm vdi/, &o j * him to appear ainong them as a shep- 
We may citner rendei the words tu rtlt- herd; (making him by that emblem d 
p. 0)1 cTtfxticrn'Io a’fo iiii'v ia-fati\ vf^ ieprei>enutioii of himself:) after some 
on'iihoun^ siM,v\e\\{i mcic/iOtnf/u'Jtit- time. In (lnect>> him to go to the mleis 
'l/ui III I'uhl (hd S' II i .md so eoiisider oflsiad ind a^k them, Whatthey thought 
ilo 111 ,1' e\piet,^i\<' of the common puce lie dcsi ived for his labour in that office ? 
'I '<IaM' was riled at aiti'iiig thorn or wre They gave Inin the puce ol a si i\c, tliii- 
niav leinlei ilw ill, ot him tiiat was suhl, ty pieces of sihi r, apd this in the liou.so 
<n Mil.ud, (eiin tlioir own Messiah,) of the hord, win re the i oiirt sat On 
whuin the i<i\ elnldien o 1 'J>>iarl sold at this, Obd, as resenting the nidinnitv of- 
(iiiv sliametul piiee And 1 tluuk, citliei feredto hnn m thi jurson of Im piopln t, 
of these voisioii. voiihl suit the oiigiiial, orders him to tliiow it down with disdain 
and ciiiiM V' ajiu I\ and [iiopi i si'iis 1 before tliC hi c poor laboiiier iie met, who 
( iheiifoie siic'le'tfd III mi tin' li.ippencrl to he a potlei at work by the 
111 iV, thonelMii the u nai, wl ch t mple gates, as a hitei price foi .i little 
.Id not will he i q lall.v ambi,:;uou I tf hi-» p.iltiy waie, than a suilnlile at 
lini piLhiiid the t iinu. know jedgineiit of the favours tle v had le- 

' i’.ii thn/ n iji I leived tiOMi (iod. Now surely, if their 

/lit I < 1 , 1 1 i'nniiii(l< I (' ) It IS pla n, was cm r any eiicainutariee m vdneli the 
theot voids .lie not, e\ai tly tpiottil, oi- Childicii of l.srael behaved ttiemsclvcs sn 
tin 1 tioin the llebicw, oi the Syptnag nt, .istoaii»ivprihi.svisioiiaryrepieseiitnioii, 
utl e.ii not think The difler<'ti<’e S' gicat it must be \Vlicn they gave this \i ri ••iiim 
as It at fust appears, since thorn words ot thiity piPCes of silver as a piiu b r 
in til.* pdienLliesis (tuv Tijoniv 7n nlipinfAt- ' the lifu nftfiat veiy Person vili.iin Cinl 
n,lj "luiio.-ivTo .iTTa lof'in^) which ^ had appointid then gi eat hhepliud Ami, 
an not 111 either, may he loiisidered ai in oidir to poiptoui Die emn spiindem *- 
the woiils ot the cvangelM Jnm^rlf, (to the inoit; sitisihly, Prm eleire *o '’nb it d 
winch ho w.is naturally ltd by those of it, that the person to whom i!ms moie \ 
lilt* prophet, // umlit/ price that / nm /ov;- went, slioii d be a potfei , thnugli tii' pm- 
(f/ <;■' e/ b.cw,y and it, winch might cisily phccy wonhl have been aiisweird :i bo 
Inppeii, be wri'teii for (iavi, as had bicti a fullei, oi of uiy other pjoA s. 

(Xftniy IS anibignoub, It may be rendered ston It mav also he i nihcr oh-ci m d, 
yet ncAier to th” original, 1 tock-^nd that God’s reiisniu: to be the ''hepherd '>1 
1'fii.e t/iem, Lc, As for tbe geiiiral pro- Israel, which was repn sented In tlia p.o 
pi lety of applying these woidfi to this oc- phetN hn.ikiug his pastoral siavcf.', wj'. 
Oasiiiu, [think it may well he vindicated; nevei fully answiued till their liri.d icjic- 
foi the eonoectiun and sense of the pro- tioii .iftcr the death of ( hrist , v. hii li ni.i v 
pliccy in the Old '1 cstament si ein- to he farthei lead ns to reftr the alnoiii ot 
tin. In ordci to leprcsent to Zcchajriah tbeir giving the pirros of silver to 'In- 
the l•r1lltenlpt which Isiuel put upon their event.— I do not reancmbu c\*i lo lo'- 



, 570 The priests h/A^the sepulchre secured; 


SECT. But to rt‘turn*^tf«£) tn the main story. When, xxvii. 6 «. 
P^notwitiistandinjr^ the confession Of Judas, the 

Jews had cnicilicd Christ, add his friends had ot the pn-jiaratiou, 

yef t 


XXvil down his body from th 

' * doiieph’i. tomb on the ey<* 


the CrO% and laid it the ckjef pnests ami 
. !-"g Of the si*th 
day of tlie week, on the motrow^ or on the sab- 
bath itself, which followed the day of prepara- 
tioy\, the chi f priests, and other Pharisees who 
bulon^i d to the grand Sanhedrim, assembled to- 
p^ethcr m a body to watt upon Pilate, as with an 
r)3addross of solemn importance: Sauing, Sir, we saytngi 
remember that this notorious deceiver, who was ..i d, white 

yesterday pul to death for his crimes, and is iu> w.h vei .iii’ve,Af- 
well known to have practihcd many arts to im- ^hirtj days^i will 
. pose upon the people while he was yet living, 
said, After three days I will rise again from the 
<31- dead:* Wo desire therefore, that 'since his 

friends have been entrusted wit^ the care of in- <!J*,e*he^ LuirTm: 
ternng him, thou wouldst order that the sepul- until th(* third a.iv, 
where he IS laid may strictly guaidod h*^*hK.ii>fi|)hscoin.' 
and s, ■aired till the third day is past; les:t his I;);,," 
disciple^ should come bij night and steal him iimo ific pi'ople, 1 1.' 
away, and upon this should (ell the people that, iMi^f'i'tn'jnthfdr.'ni 
accordltifrto liis own prediction, he ii men from 
the dead : and so the last Aeceit will be worse j’.rsi. 
than the first, and the deluded populace w'lli bo 
more eager to proless their rt^gard to him after 
Ins death, than they ever were while he was 
living. 

i }3 And Pilate md to them. You have a guard 
ill wiiiling about your court in the temple: j?o "‘™; 
j/our way therefore, and older as many nt them makt- 'lurt; i 
as ^oii think fit, to mar#h lo the sepulchre, and joucan. 
to keep centry there all night, a,nd thereby make 
\it\ as secure as you possibly can. 
r6 And accordingly theif went and took a de- 60 So they wmi 
laciimont of soldiers with them to the garden 
of Jdseph; and haiiug lirat satisfied themselves 
that the corpse was there, ^ they secured the sc- 


^'M'n this matU'r s«t in, what soems to 
MIC, III just .in(ttn'*si naiiiral liitlit, but 
^Tiofiuh Iia'' sonic valuable hints upon U, 
uliicli I uond^rbe did not piiisuc f irthcr. 

6 rlUfi fAWr (fays I will nse 
Tiii ir inten'liii" to make the sepulcbirc 
n’ciii-" onl\ 111! Ihi* third dav cnderl, 
Lowed, that they uiidcrsioud our Loid’s 


expfesaion of rising after three days, to 
be (as indeed it vias,) eipiivalent to a de- 
{’iarition that hfr would iibc uii the third 
day. See iiutd f on Mat. \u. 40, Vol. T. 
p. S47. Compare also Deul. xu\ 
with xwi. I*?. 

*• Ilavinjj first satisfied ihemsclvcsthat 
the corpse wastherc.] Common prudence 



and htaoing seated the sH^, a set upon it, 571 

•lat sure. icai.np the as well ils^ they possibly could, sealing sect, t 

wS. *" *^*^^^^*"*’ ^ stofie, that it nu^t not be? broke open with- exem.^ 
out a discovery of the fraud •,* and also netting a 
guard near it, who took car^ to place them-xxvil. - 
selves so, that they could not but take an 
nEi^diate alarm, if dtty bad presumed to make 
tbe least attempt to open the sepulchre, aiid re- 
move the body, or even to emDalm it. 


LMPIlOVnMKNl. 

^ In bow fatal a manner does the way of transgressors deceive 
l^icm ! Judas, no doubt, but* a few hours before, was thinking 
witli eager impatience of receiving this sum of money, ivhich*^'^”' ^ 
was {Ue wages of um igliteousness : hut ihrmgh he might fora 
little wliilc roll it as a sweet morsel under Ins tong nu, yet how 
soon was it turned into the gall of u'lthm himf (Job xx. 
12 — 14 .) 

We see the force of conscience, even in the worst of men. 3 
He that had slighted all the warnings that his Master gave him, 
and neither was alfecied by th(* remembrance of lii> goodness 
to him, nor by the fear of his drsplpasure, while he was set upon 
aceomplishiog his covi'tous tles'gn, no sooner coincs to (eel the 
sung of an awakened conscience, but he h tilled witli hoiror, and 


would teach tlu'.'n to do this, and por- 
lia[)s they uii^dit f«td their uiielty with 
' icvviug the di. id body, as Herodi.it (ltd 
wKli tliut sad s|)(« (ade, till' t».'}nisi s Iio.id 
Sn> notes on Mailv m ilS, \ ol. 1. pajte 
4>-.. 

' the 'full'] ’^omc’ hav' coii- 

jf-v tuK'd, ilii') mubi nlsiM,i'uifni it with 
If.jd, or bird it with luiU, but llie sab- 
bath uoidd liaidly ime allowed this, 
'/bemiaid would j)ie\(rit vioIcmOO; and 
thi M‘al would be a si’ciiutv agiuiiSt any 
fiaiid of tbeirs in coidodeiacv with the 
Jis( iples,!! lint ( ould pos''iblv It evc’ been 
M!‘'p( eti d I ha\<i al.so liioud in the 
p.ii.ipliia^o .ibo\(*, tliat tills piceautiunof 
soaliri;,^ the sepi Ichre nii;;ht prevent any 
attempt, not only to lemote tlio body, 
but to oinbalm it. For it is to he eon- 
‘-ideicd, that they had jrcMt leason to 
belicty, that when two siu h eininent per- 
sons' as .losCph and Nicodeimis bad al- 
ready [laid sue)) a [uiblie honour to the 
Cfjrpse thev would desirialso to embalm 
it; which aocoidin^dy they did really 
dcsiffu 'I’ins WHO Id b(^ such .lu addi- 
honal lefloctioii on the procoedinf;sid the 
sanhcdiirn, as thi'y would ccrtaiidy dc- 
suc to prevent A mandate from Pilate 
foi this pitipose they could not he sure 


of obtaining had they asked it, nor 
would an act ot then own court have 
been free fioin unccrtaiuty and iiiion- 
veminct*. 'Ihis nuahod of sealing the 
'•lone was tin relore tlio most ailiol e\ 
pi'dierit that could be imagined; which 
would elli dually prevent it, without, 
IctViug It be publii-ly known tliai they 
bad the least suspicion of any sucli de- 
sign. I slate tlie matter thus large I \ m 
icg.ird toon^ of the mfist learnt d [hisoijs 
ot tlic fige, 'mho seems to rbink tins a 
very considerable dilliCully. — liiit with 
respect to the piinc'ipal point of his Us- 
ing Innnthe dead, it is S'lrclj most ■'('iiso- 
less hi say, wiih tint wieli hed ojipi '•er 
of the imracleauf ('bust, wlio has bnimhi 
uiioii himself such just mlamv, lhai this 
sealing the stone intiinated a *ontiact 
between Christ and them, that he should 
rise HI the sight of the lewish riilns o)i 
thelhirdday 1‘robablv their desi"ii w. is 
on the fourth day toliave opened the se- 
pulcliie, and have exposed the coipse 
piibho view ; which had it been in their 
power, had been the most piudent ■'tep 
they could have taken. — But they do n.-t 
seem to have been mad enough to rlunk, 
that if .lesMN rose from the dc'ad, it nnixt 
ber’sT when they thouelit tit to aiiend 



^72 IhJIec fionprM^ihc mi^ftble end of Judas, 

IS tmahic to cinJujr:e, tlie cutiffig anguish of his own rcflcrlions. 

3?tm. And thu-> could God, in a drive the most hardened 

sinner into all the agonies of rem^Vso and despair, hy Jetting 
loose his own tlioughts upon him, to prey upoii Ins heart like 
so many hungry vultures, and make him a terror to others, and 

‘ an executioner to himSelf. 

Vtx. 4 \V’e must surely admire the wisdom of I^ovid^nce, in extort- 
ing even from the moutli of tliis traitor so honourable a testimony 
of the innociMice of Jesus, though to his own condemnation. And 
who could have imagined that the supreme court ol IsrasHtself 
should have been so little impressed with it, as coldly to answcir. 
What IS that to us? See thou to that. Is this the language of 
rulers, yea, of priests ? But they had east olf the Ibar of that 
God whose iiiimst<M‘s tliey were, and had devoted thtMiiselfcs to 
gain and ambition. They therelore felt no remorse, even wlicn 
Jiulas trembled before them, and appeared almost distracted, 
under the souse of a crime, in W'hich they had been confederates 
with him. But their consciences were scared as with a red hot 
iron, and all their familiar converse with Divine things served 
only, in such a circumstance, to harden their hearts: as temper- 
ed steel gathers strength froii^tbe furnace and the hammer. 

5 Jiidas repents; he confesses hisVrmie; he throw away the 
reward of Ins guilt yet was there nothing of godiv soirow in 
all tins. Despairing, he becomes his own exociuioiiei ; and flics 
to (icath, aiul to hell, as a refuge from the rage and fury of an 
awakened conscience. Fatal expedient! thus to seal his own 
damnation! But the righteous judgment of God erected him as 
a monument of wrath, and verified onr Siivionr’s decldiafion, 
It had been good f nr that man if he had never been born. (Mai. 
XXVI. 24; and Mark xiv. 21, sect, clxx.) 'r’lemble, O onrsonls, 
at this thought; that Judas, even one of the twelve, slioiild lull 
into such depths of sin and ruin! May we each of us be jealon> 
over ourselves ; and may we never presume to censure whole 
bodies of men for the fault of particular mcrnbeis, when wc 
find there was a traitor and reprobate among the holy band of 
tlie apostles. 

see the restless and implacable malice of Christ’s enc*mies, 
which pursued him even to his tomb, and there end^Javoured to 
blast his memory by fixing upon him the character of an im[>ostor. 
j&5,6u I'hey demanded, and procured a guard for Ins sepulchre. ‘Anti 
here also \ye have a repeated instance of God’s taking the wise 
in their craftiness ; (Job v. 13.) 7'ha,8^al and the guard 

served pnly more fully to attest the dofctrine**oif Christ’s resur- 
rection, which they were set to overthrow, and to grace the 
ti mmpli they were intended to oppose. 'Flius shall all the rage, 
and all the artifice of bis enemies, at length promote the pur- 
poses of his glory : tints shall meat at length cOinc out. oj 
Jhe eater j and sure t ness out of the strong; Judg* xiv. 11) 



After sabbath, the zvomen ‘})¥epare to embalm' the bodi/. 5^S 

» 1 

The wrath of 0^ Lord, shill praise thee; and the reZiiain- sect-** 
<ler of it shall thou restrain, and shall triumph over it, either by exeat 
ihy grace, or by thy \engeance; (Vsal. Ixwi. 10.) ' 5 — 


SECT. CXCIV. 


Christ risioif from the dead, the guards flee uteay in asltmif^h- 
" , ; ^/llry Magdalene folding the sepulchre open, calls Peter 

ami John, who having entered into it, return, while Christ 
'himself makes his first appearance to her. Mat. XXVIII. 
1-^4. Ai.ii k XVI. i, 2, 3, 4. Jmke \XI V. J, 2 . 12. John 
XX. 1-17. 


MAim W I 1 


MARK XVI 1. 


thr S..I1. uhen the sMath wa^ over,'' whicli ended srer- 

‘).iiii V. p.iM, ^ 111 t!)e evening, (as was often ol)srrved he- 

/ 'la of la-.K',, diiil 'vas ythe ‘mothe7'\ oj James and Joses, and ha- i. 

S'luiut, ii.jii I' me, with Joanna, hiul some other pious wo- 
swict s|)<iv^ ’'“t nuMi,*’ ere so intent on emhalniing the body 
. 4 na' anoint iiuii. ol .M sus, thill they liavi anotlier consnlt^oiv 
I Mat xsvjii. I— j about It; and, not satisfied with the preparf||b)i 

they had iniule before, they bought more spices 
and ointments, ■' that, alter a sliort repose, as 
soon as ever they could see to do it, they nuiikt 


‘ n /< ‘n ffu \i'fj/ialh rfT oici ] Tins 
U iiK ll -M.U k l)\ hny:iiiA-Ji t,< 

I Matt cspii ssjls li\ .^nuthcr 

]i!ii i-.! , 5J t in Ihf i-nJuf tkemiif 

Oiil/i, ')i '.fun f/iL Mililnifli (and conseqiK'tit- 
K’ tlic |iii*u'djni’, w«ck, ol wliicli the sab- 
batli l.t'tt d.iv,) iin^ uce; ; .iti in 

s, 3i) IS, xfen the 

/'//'i//. ■ .i‘ I inlc Ni Ih.tl tliC fontro- 

\ ^ 1 ), ittf'vii M.iijiis Hid Woirbnrg, on 
llijs t, <>1 urns n('('di)s-, a*' tlx- <11- 

in’ibin ol Oio l"iinu, \\liosii|»|iost*5 Huso 
void-, in Mi!ttln.'w to Indoii!,' to thf o)<;>o 
ot lilt* fuirncM Jiid to nd'rr (0 

the turn orbcali.if dni sipnh liir, is \<iy 
iiiiiKiiiM.il , ns Mcliiii*. lias shown in his 
li'iiiind not! on IM.il. xxviii. 1 
I' Mnri in fit, hue. Sat' vith .To.ini a, 
. nd oij;v.«Jih i |)i.iii«, vuiin n ] Inthc a.- 
<iinnlHn- < '..inn list- hur linciii.l tlu' 
VI nil n 'ilio 1 l^l i jitiH to r!,f kiiovicd'.c 
Miat .li ^ is vr.'ii'-'n, Mai v .M.indali in’ is 
’in'ii'i I'l d !»^ H, till’ o'Im'i M mv liy Ihc 
H'i"’rniit, .in I Sal 111 K’ onlv hy Miik; 


bnt I nave naiticd Joanna hert vith the 
lest, .IS it appi’ars from I.iikc- \vi\ Ui, 
in the nc\l 5i'» turn, she was aininn> the 
otiw’i vo'tilfn who w I at to till Mjml'lui , 
and w.is one ol lliose who told tiiLst 
lbuii;s to tho ap.istlcs. 

('<•>' nion* i/.n’fj, &.r j f uU 

had lx lor ’obM'i' » d, chap win id, p.''.;* 
5 i I. thal tiu’y pit pai< d ' picf s niduiiit- 
iu< Ills, and t|i< a I vsti’d tin ''liiii'lhdu 
.K'<’oidin<; to till’ I otinn.'iii'iia at and 
Alaik hi’n* -ays, fh it .h'<y'vj|A 7- 
wfl the . il,f>i,tlf ti'/' I'tiY, nyo^ftr'f , 
tliiif iou-xit, flint, eh’V iif'f! <~(ii(C', 

ond tlno(\ci 12, L nj rf I '1/ ,n ini nw,i,i',i < 
(uru h uvunt /iv’ T ins I look iijio 1 a . 
a '•rioii!' ni'nn.Mion, t' .\i soinotina .il'loi 
si\ in the I ’ Cl m.', (on wli it vc < ill ''Vi- 
tmda\ ni.'-'lit,'' whi’iillu’ «ialjh.ah n.is i-M , 
.1' it wa- tin n lawful to pi il.ii 111 an\ 1 mn- 
monwoiK, then t',i la l"l4^ hccits pioii^pt 
f'd tlivin to pm I liasc t .p .i.iuiy ui 

aioinatic dioys loi 'Uispit.cs p n, 



■i Mary Magdalene^nd othcr^go very early to the sepulclnr. 


,»£CT. go and anoint him witii them, and pay hjm all 
' cxciv. th'‘ respect of an honourable interincut. 

Now Mary Magdaleno, with the other Mary 
i?vY.*2 i^alonic, were reaci\ lieforc it was dj) ; and 
'' * 'Setting out v€)'y early vi the morningp while if 

was yet dark, as it began to dawn towards the 
first day of the neck, thnj wmt to take a view of 
the sepulchre,'^ to sec if all things were as they 
’ had left 1 hem : and not long after, they were 
followufl l)y*Jo.inna, and the rest who were to. 
incci them there, who came at the appointed 
time, bringing the apices with them, which (as 
was said hi fore,) they had prepared to embalm 
the body of Jesus, and which indeed were a 
considerable weight; and some [others] of their 
female friends went also with them to assist on 
this occasion/ 


2 — And very eai- 
ly in tlic inoniiug, 
[Juliii, uh('n It wjs 
yet dark,] [as it be- 
gan to dawn towards 
the hrst day ot- the 
week,] [Luke, tlx y 
rainc,J [to set tlx 
sepiihhre,] [Luke, 
bringing the spicc. 
whii h thry had pp'- 
parod, and tt'it,iiu 
«//(«>/> \uib them, j 
[Mat xx\wi 
I.nke x\n. 1. John 
1.— J 


^ Setting out caily in Ike mointijn.] 
The ie.uiu.laixl mgc'iiiou'' Mi. West, (of 
whose acemate Ohsorxaliuns on tlx* Re- 
surrection ()i ('liiist I have given an ex- 
tract at the end (d the preface to the thirtl 
voluble of tills work,) supposes Alarv 
Mtt^lene, wilU the othei Mary and 
to have set out to \i('W the so- 
'jElul^re before the time, they had agreed 
to meet .Ioanna and llu other woiriiii 
there, who were to bring tlx* spx.es, and 
to Coino about snii-nsmg to enihalm the 
body .mid .is tin* woiil vyi, mid** usr*of 
in this pjji'c both by Maik and John 
(wlxL-li we ba'C rendeii-d I'aiLj,) soine- 
tinxh signill ’S uti’i -cuihi, oi hvltm the aj)~ 
piiiul<’-i ho naturally coiiji'Ciup s it 
liiss till- sigii'I'iaiioii lieie, and com liidr\, 
tli.’t the xuinen cniix* to the scpuU brr at 

, citing out he 

fijii the turn* agieml ou, just a- the d.iy 
iK-miii to bifi'k, vliLK.is llu* otiicis came 
tiol lintlicr till tlic sun w.is iiscn (Sie 
West's Ob-eiv. p. d'.i. +0 ) — 'I lx* dillt 
reiice between this and ilie selieine Ijito 
civen. iliieriy consists 111 Mr Vtest’ssnp- 
(tosing the women to have made iuodif- 
t 'K lit to the pidflup, aiidineon- 
si'ipuiiie ol that, two di'.tiiX.t lepoits lo 
tbediiseipli's, wh( tens I ban luiiOdUiem: 
tlioiigli 1 do lint suppose thciu to iiaso 
alt ciiiiie tegtllior to the seiuib’hie, but 
< Illy to havii met there \et such aJ* 
i.uilaye" aiti iid the selieiiic tins aiUli r 
has plO|)0^ d, tluLil It hadbccii publish- 
ed to ibe tt uld befoie I had cotnpobcd 
tills ILlimoiiy, I should have ehosui to 
ka\e formed it it> a noarei agree . *111.111 fo 


it, but baic now left it lo appi ar with iiu 
material altnation in its oidei 

‘ Ihi'i/ zi(‘nl to t(de a xhuuf the i^/iw/- 
ilne 1 J have rendeied the wnd n/ 9 o,. 
rmi/ (and have likewise exjilauied the 
woid oOnffcu 111 Die saiix* iii.mnei in the 
Inst vcise of this soetton ) which agrees 
Ixtki wjtli till Older of the story, and i- 
freijiienlly tin sense in wiiieli 0111 traii’:- 
latuis have rendered it elsewlu'it isie 
Mat. xii. 9 , Xiii .^ 0 , XIV. \I.iik 111 
lit; i. liken )'i-;xiv I , jotiii iv 'm,vi 
n, Alts IV. OJ, XXV 111. 14 — 'I'hetMK* 
impoit of the word $fu,;n'rai is lo tide n 
Vhzo , and lliiis i.nplies ilieir goin.g to set* 
if .ill Uiini^s wi le III the -aiiie eonditioii 
as befoie, when tlic*v had set ii the bmlv 
laid in the sepulctue (Luke xvin. >.<, 
p.5li4.) — I tlijiik Maijus and Klsneijust- 
iv obiieive, thattlie xxin cli.iptiruf f.nkc 
should nut have ended at tin- pLx e il 
does; for here, as 111 seveial olin 1 p .te. 
a seuttnie lis divided [''Ic/iw.'v < 7 cd.^n\, 

< V r /■ 

rt^Tuyniraif^ — T\i c.b //i'd tran'-ui t,' — >ja 

&.C J SirIi divisions are gipat insi/iiiees 
ol negligence in the p'-ison by w'loni they 
weie Inst inadu, but in a woik like this 
Itaunoiiy, they are less maii.ri ■!, and 
hardly in some cases avoidable. 

^ Su/ne oihcls of then fi male fiunds 
went .lisa wtkthinh^ It was indeed <1 cii- 
cuiiistaiire of dcetiicv, lonsld^lln.: tin 
offiicthev wtie mtendiii'i to ptrloini, 
that llu* iiu 11 and the wo)iR*n slnnild pct 
foirn their lespei tivi paits in it bv lh< 111- 
srlvps; which accord lie., I v the evangel i*-ts 
plainly intimate tlx:y did, TIilii -. ttung 
'Rit alone wa-. a remaikablc m&tince ot 





Mat, XXMII 
And bcliolil, tlirie 
wat, a oaith- 

<HiHke, tljca)i(’i‘l 
1*1 the bird dos< ciid- 
(<1 iiijin liia\cn, and 
lollfd l).u'k 
ih(' ‘■Loin* lunn tlip 
du'ti and sat upon it. 


An aHgel had been there hcfon, and ralted awaif the stone. hWi 

\ 3 And thej said And as they -Were advancing towards the sc- sect. > 
\\To"’--haH ™(dl'*i?s pulchro, they were not under any apjirchcnsion cxciv; ; 
aiAay the stoiu froin fi'om the soldicrs that were set to guard it, who'-^^^ ' 
the doin ot the be- bad been staiioned .there without their know-v^f‘‘|j 
’ ledge on tlie sabbath-day, (sect, cxcin. p. 566.) 

but remonibering the stone that was placed at 
the niouih of it, they said among ihemstlven^ 

]\ ho shall roll away the stone for us from the 
door nj (he sepulchre, which all of us togt'ther 
tForitwasveiv hate not strength to remove? /hr they had-i- 
st'cn Nicodomus and Joseph stop up the cn- 
trance with it; and it uas indeed tery large and 
heavy. 

- I5ni tliis peiplexity of theirs wa^ altogether Mat. 
needle.is; lor God had provided a very ‘2 ' 

ordinary way to remove tiiat obstruction. And 
behold, with due regard and admiration, it was 
this: There was, but a little before they arrived 
there, a great earthquake, (which would natu. 
rally awaken the guards, if any (.f them had 
fallen asleep;) and very awful and astonishing 
Avere the circumstances that attendi'd it; fur an 
angel <f the Lord descending from heaven, had 
approached in sight of the guards, and roiled 
away the slo'ie Jrom the door, and sat down up^ 
on iL And, at the very same lime, Jesus, like 
a sleeping conqueror awaking on a sudden, 
burst asunder the bands of death, and sprung up 
to a new anil nnmoital life*. But none of iheli 
guards saw him rise, being stiuck mto the ut- 
most consternation at the sight of the angel, 
who appeared to leniove the stone: and well 
indeed they might lie so; for his count enanee 
was like the brightness ot lightning, and his 
Jong flowing gannent was as white as snoie, 
glittering with extraordinurv lustre beyond wliat 
their eyes could bear. And the liiiards, though 4 
liomans and soldiers, trembled Jor /ear at the 
siglit of him, and beiame like so many dead men, 
failing dow n on then* faces in a must lielples'. 
condition. But ijuukly after, presuming to 
lift up their e\es, and finding he liad disappear- 
t’d, and liad left tiie sepuIcbiC open, they fled 


r Til, countrinnrr 
v..!-. like* li' litiiing-, 
Ills raiment while 
as snow 


4 Ai\,l foi fear of 
him llie k( epers (hd 
sliake, and b('C.inie 
as dead ni' ii. 


TliLirz-eaiaml conra?e; perhapbbomeap- them, or coire af'er tlicin, to assM in 
fiomtuit 111 irin,litbi' ni.ut<‘ wild Poter and remo\in,-' tbc stone, thuujfh riotiueui- 
.Iiliii’i^lio \»eie larlv up, a-, it ohontd b&iiuiiiji^ tlAt: body. 

' if) u:i tins u(.i'-,isi')n,} « itlior to tin tt 





t 
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««jT. to some (liataiit place, to cbnsult Uirir own safe- 
,<^civ. ly in so surprising an occurrence.* 

Jly tins time the women, who had set out JonH xx. -j 
as iL began to dawn, were near the place ; and M«ry Miisrda- 
Mary Magaakne, iran.sportcd with the digtin- tak. n .w-u iiomti.. 
guishing ardour of her alVection, advanced a sepui. hiu 
iiitlc before tlic rest ; and, it being now light 
enough to discern objects, she looked forward, 
and saw to her grtiat surprise, that the stone nas 
ab’cad) taken away from the sepulchrCi^ and that 
.' tuko the lo;nb was open. y/w(i she w-as greatly fir XXiv*'’ 

^ astomshed and alarmed at the sight, and piv- 
seiilly cu.'ieluded that tin* body was removed, tiicstf.ii' i, 

She therefore .stepped hack, anrl inl'ornied her ti.. '•Lpuiciire 
companions of this cir< umstance, upon which ‘•'•““J 

they [^r/s’o] looked^ and filainly /ot//zrftliat it w.is 
as she represi. nted. and that Me 'itore was in- 
deed rollul u'jL'ay Jrom the entrance of the ac- 
puIch/Y. 

And, not roHocting on the as^nianco .lesiis 
had given tliein of his rising again fioiiulicdetid, 
they know not how to account (or the icmu\al 


* They ilt<l lo stiino dhsUut place, ] 
>\s iiotlunf? is &aid ol’ any mUraew be- 
Lween than and the fru’iiiN ut ('hnst, 
iliere is «;reai rcib'.ii to Ik’Ii.mc Hint tins 
(he case, as iiuh-ed it is on otiicr ac- 
C'nlnt^ prtilialilu it should be 

*• Mu V Mino'(>U‘f‘ iKt.' Unit the aone 
’!sas ti t.-ii lut '11^ iv<j. 1 Kscrv attentivi 
ifiider ifiiiv h.i\e obsc ivcd, liow difii. iilt 
It IS to lonn the c\an"ih'ts intoon*' co- 
in n lit still V licn , and to recoiii jk simu- 
‘ cariiiij; « .1. 14.11*1 111 the>r aCcoisnis , 

iicMitbiii's. 1 hope, f.n H careful Ovuni- 
n.oioii of il Is ,iiul tlic: t.dlov, nii; se'.Uoul, 
1; Hill I). ■ In’iii-l \.A nil] |.ii’!i<.d'!c I ^'>'411 
not iiii'iii loii il.. a I V d.th'i. lit &.'hciiits 
iitle'i I iiLic. il ixc l.jk( 11, 1101 tbe iKtiO- 
ciil 11 ob'CLi.iiiis air mist lliein , but houi ' 
iMilv i'llil a tto(il (.1 1\ i» I dui’i lum, tint 
fit III r.M^se, wiiuh Is Ixitli III VI .mi in 

; lino \ i( imit;i me -'.'itlsfacti.i j Uc 
' .i<;i I Is, (111 biN tiiiie ill! .Idlin \\ 1 ) 
'iijt tl.i lO *eiv t. II .ippe u.'jtic< s of il'c 
.'It I ' x il'tic Hoiiii II , .i.ol that M.iik mil 
J.uu iwmI. mill i.l III fii 't, .III ' >Iu- 
ili( i\ .Mill loin ot th M rii .il , til u I ni 
""mi f is I iiiiiii i‘'r.icd It,) . iial 

.11 '"'III M il V .( Iir,b!, tli( M uoo.j Mo- 
i/ii'H • I'l." !o flic s( iric, .'i]id niH an 
iii/«d I h ) lohl r/ti m, “ /iV tne:. 

' PIN '/.* ./ '//) 1)1, ! . I, it .-I.d t, <//,” KJ'I 

in '(ill ’ 11 " ' ' 1 .1 i.c 'll 1 ,1 ■' I 'i/u 


** tt/u/i Ik ’^ris /«/(/,” chili, cd liitiii ‘ tc 
" li'i' hii tint U Ui u',l I - 

“ ! I'joH Iht ill Into (iu/,/t I " I iiiiii th'' iliL I 
}ji) iniiic'di.in Iv nnd tell ti.c (li^i.|ili 
(Hitlmiil s iMiiij .mv iluin;, in 1 ut timt 
of the \li.'",) ‘ th.U SOUK iii.kiiiiiv'i|.ii- 
“ sun hai' I'ri/i 'I uKdij till i < 1(1, 1,1" w 
“ h"n, llit'j I It z'riit 11/11’! e ” .md tic 11 n - 
1unii»'4 .ipaiii to the SIMM. h liic, m Is, 
thill an hotii, tin v soi- motlu r, 1 1 tin 
same .inf;cl as l)i.tiii(; mIio, as it it w m 
peifectl^s Iinknonii hv .niv foiiiui d- < 1 1 
laflon, tells than just 111 the same .vuids. 

tfe kne,,. t/ieil sun Jo , !kiI /(' ri'/i 
“'nic/i, and, invitni'.j tli n .i-.im ti 
“ come and uelki /diUC uA". "( <'(' > 
cbariiC's them lu, im “ t'> J’c '■ c/ /■'' 

“ dh(,f)'cx lhi,l It' und /'(< If //■(.'( 

“ i ’JJec.'* Til's i-i si'cli a simiiintv it 
luiids iiiidactioiis, iinincdi.Ui 1 ) sui^utd 
ini' (.acli Kthi’r,as 1 belicvt i ut no 111111 ri 
be [iii.tliclci! — I III' si'lu Mil [ i.!!i r licic, 
(Hii'f'b IS wlc.cli fwiLi al t'.M- tlis- 

t.iiirc cl sneial ii.'iis, |iii' L iiti* > Ms Ii 
tu in ’ OK \ I1.VS 'uf till < I .iiiji li'Is .ihiiie,^ 
Is Mil iiHil.f I 1 Hiih iHi sii 11 dir’c I'l* ' , 
riDi 'll it cd Viiin .nis I'iih cim.iii:, I' 
ivpl I. lull a.js T Ipiitri III* 111 ’ |»i.si I III 

«f3i.irk 'CM. — '2, .ti'ifl I like wn. i' ■ . 
v|i ch sue note ' m (h s nmi 

iM C'c liC'.f. 



\ JO KM XX, 2. 
JH'hcii «he rannoth, 
^nd comelh to Simon 
?rter, and to the 
other disuple whom 
Jpsus love(l,»iidsajUi 
unlotht‘'n,The\ bat'd 
tak«*n a'\ ay the Lord 
owl of tlif* scpukhrdj> 
•r,nd • ivt' know not 
u ht re tlipy have laid 
hinii 


runs to 


of Stone Ma|^j|^be and her egm- 

panmns havii^^tji^sulted a little together, - as 
well aathe con^sTon they were in, would admit,' 
it was thought best that some of the disciples 
s^uld be immediately acquainted with it: 
tAe)re/orf runs back. to the city with all possibfe 
dispatch,' and knowing where they lodged, she 
comes to Snnoit 'Pef^r.and^ /o' John, t/iat other 
disdpk whom Jesus peculiarly loved ^ (by whom 
this part of the story is most exactly and cir- 
cumstantially recorded;) und finding them al- 
ready up, and full of solicitude about the event 
of tills important day, she soys to the>n^b my 
friends, tlie sepulchre is broke of>en, and some 
or other must have been there, who have re- 


SECtv-i 

cxciV,' 

John 


moved the »tonei iibr there any room to doubt 
but they have fahn away the Ij>rd out of the sr'- 
pulckrej and we know not where they have laid 
hinii^ so that land my companions, whom f 
have left behind me, cannot find any method 
of performing tbaflast office of respect and af- 
fection which you know we intrmded. 

Ukb XXIV. 12. ^/zd, upon hearing ttiis, without so much as Luke 

Ihoo arose Peter staying to make any reply, Peter, whose heart»wv. 

was struck with such a circumstance, arose in a ' 
transport of various passions,^ and that other 


‘ She therefore runs back to the cUy, ifc.] she would have spoken thus, if tlit* angels 
it IS not t'xprcsblv said, whether the wo- had before this expressly assmed hci of 
iiKii uilli Uihiiin xhe laine thither, staid Cbrist's resiir reel ion, and sent her aaay 
any «iicTC nrar the sepulchre, or wbe* withgiich amessige asthev di I lothedis- 
thei they rciiiined to the city aitli l^er, ciples. Compare note v on \er l.'il. 
biitconsideiing that John, who w^ an * .ind Feler ame,] These noida in 
eye-witness, has luentiuiied only A^ajcy Luke come itt niter the account giu’u by 
Magdalene as nmiiing with the. news,' the womei^io tbs eleven,' and all the lest 
her coinpaiiioiis in the mean whil^^lgbt' of the diseiplcs, (Luke xxi^. 9.) «ir ihe 
Sla v at sumc distance, till Peter arid Joins atigcN appearing to them, &o aod so 
came, and had viewed the sepulebroj- inako the chief ubjicuon against the 
and might be joined there by the oitwr scheme here oilcred to the reader hut 
woiutn ulio were to bring the splcoa, up- the word Mra, with which this u'r»c is 
on whose coming they might go into the uiiroduced by oui translators, dofs MQt 
sepulchre. (Compare Mark svi.— 2, and well answer to m the original j and as 
Luke xxiv, 3, in the beginning of the we ha>o often shewed before, that Luls»’ 
next section. )-^tohii hints nothing at all is nut always so exact n bis oidcr, as 
of Mary’s haung looked into the sepul- not to ndmu ot some transits ition. so it 
chre before she ran hack^^to him; and his will run us uito greater difficulties not 
narration being the and most cir- to allow u in the present in ninc.i it 
C'limstaiiiiaf. must guide us lu ..^justing » apparently r»a»oinble to follow Joha’s 
what IS anihigiioub in the test. order, wliu w is an eve wiloe'-s, and who 

^ Tkejf /tUi,e iakeit atva^ the I ord, &c.] gives the, last and laigest .icc'-uiii And 

It is difficult to suppose, with Dr. Clarke, indeed, if no imusyosition ma\ be allow - 
Dr. Guv^e, and many other entics, that ed, it is absolutely impossible m many 
VOL.il 3P 



'iSj8 Peter and to t^e sfipulchrej 

disciple Vfhom w^'mention^ ^fore, [and\ u}€nt went forth, ana 
directly outy and never stappa4f^II they came a^camTto'^the^'sL^ 
, fo the sepulchre. ’And, nofcomeuted with the puichre.] [John xx. 
XX. 4 swiftest pacS«j with which they could walk, they 3-3 

jkth ran together; and as tha,i other disciple was they"ran both toge- 
the younger man, hchut-ran Peter, who ^d ther: and tiie other 
the start of him at the beginning, and came first outrun 

5 to the sepulchre: And stooping dmvn [fo/oo/Vw- to*{he sepulchre 
to it,] he saw the linen chtus, or rollers, in 5 And ^e stoop- 
which the corpse had been wrapped up, lying ingdo*A,^Aw 4 mg 
there by themselves; hut he did not at ^xst enter c”oth ly^^; ‘” et 
w to.|he sepulchre. ' Then cafiie Simon Peter, went he not m! f 
very' d\i\t\i\y followiing him, and having stooped <'‘ ' 1 ’*“ " (omKth si- 
d</nm to look into the sepulchre, as John had 'i'.7[Spi'Ss 
done before, he was not satished with this; but dotm, he] went into 
that he might evamine this tmpottant affair with sepulchre, and 
such exactness as it deserved;. Ac went into the 
sepulchre, and found the body was gone, but themsehes,] [Luke 
' saw the linen clothes, with which it had been 12 — ] 

covered, laid by ihtmstlves^’ a.s John had, 6b- 
7 served from without. And he discovered 7 And the n.ipkin 
another material circuihs^no§, which had not iv^ng^wlth 

l)cen remarked before, namely, that the nap- thehnencfothrj.but 
kin which was about his head was not laid wtih wrapped together m 
.l. cihe linen clothes, but ms folded up in a place ^ 


p.issages of the gospel-history to make any spices; upon whose coming to the disci- 
consistent harmony of the evangelists at pies before the arrival of the two Marys 
all } as every attentive reader must have and Salome, and telling them that they 
often observed.-t-This was the view in had seen two angels at the hepulehre, 
which 1 formerly considered the account who had informed them .Fesus was alive, 
that Luke has gUen, (ver. 12.) of Peter’s Peter, 'willing to see if the angels were 
visit to the sepulchre, which I have in- there, immediately arose and ran again 
corporated here with that of Jhbn, who at to the sepulchre, and without entering 
lartie relates their going th^ together, in' (eis he had done before,) but only 
as soon as the^ Voceived the €rst report string down and looking into it, as he 
from Mary Magdalene of the sepulchre' "eo'ut^hac no angels there, but e;;/y 
being open, and the body gone; and, ^ endtgkes (for so it i«*that the words 
Luke does not mention Peter’s visit till tft o^ovia xnfMtm (;«ovn should berendcredi) 
after the report the women who had seen back again in great astonishment, 

the angels made to the disciples, itcould (See West’s Observ. p.*52, teg.) This 
not any way agree with that of John, I now think to be the best solution of 
V ithout alloying the necessity of a trans- this difiidulty; and 'ihere is thus no need 
pokiiion. Bht, on considering the obser- of any t^assposilion ; f>f which I could 
\atiiMis made by Mr. West, Jaittnos^fa* not but inform, the reader, as it is the 
ti'^lif'd, that Luke refers not to the visit principal cirapmataoce in which the 
w hich Peter made with John, but to asc» scheme that ha* given differs 

cond vitiit which hr made afterwards upon from, mine, though I have left the bar- 
the women’s coming with the report that inony (o stand as before, that it may still 
they had seen two angels who bad assured be »een what I bad otlered; as it 'will 
them Jesus was risen. T hese women Mr. cither way be Amnd eutheient to acquit 
.supposes to have been Joanna and the evangcHsts froVn any charge of absur- 
^)ir otiicr women who came with the dity or contradiction, 




bx^ in ^ orderl/feanner, as plain- SECT,,: 

\ ]y shewed body was not hastily hurri- cxciv- 

ed away, either by friend or eneniy ; birt 
the sepulchre appear ratbef like a^lied-chambc^. 
whieh a person on his awaking In the mbniing 

8 TiKiri went in aU had leisurely quitted, Tken^ that other duciple John 
«hl!!h‘"lme fim w came jirtt to tie sepu/eire, and being less “ *' 
the soindchre, apd advciiturous than Peter, stbod hitherto without, 
iicsjiw^ and bchev- affnt hi (lUo to view it; and when he saw fhe 

several parts of the funeral dress in this situa- 
tion, he was imtnediatcJy convinced, and kdiev- 
ed it now to be at least' very probable his 

9 For as yti they dear Master was indeed, revived." For himertoQ 

timVhi- * meaning of those vari- 

ii^e ’asaui liom the intimations oi scr.ipture^ to which Jesa.s had 
d^Md. so often referred to convince them that he nuist 

cexid\\\[y rise from the dead^ (compare Mat. xvi. 

21, Vol. 1. p. 487, and Luke xviii, 31 — 34, 


V^ol. II. p, 237.) which if they had considered, 
they would cheerftilly have e.xpccted the sure 
accomplishment of tbetp, and would not have 
10 Then the dib- so much surprised at thc news which Mary 

home, wonder- Ihen \yoX\i the disciples ’xeiit awa^ ofram tolQ 
irig HI himself at that Companions in thocity,® not he- 

rrukr«" V.- '"S f tliW 0 Ubr|,ly satisfied as John vvas yet 
12,] greatly wondering in himself at what had hap^ 


"* Bui Jolded up in nphirc by Per- 
haps otir J.oid liimMvIf folded .up the 
napkin, and tliia rurnni^able (^ircum&tant'e 
xnight be intended to sis:nify the perfect 
raliuiicb's and composure with which he 
arose, transported with no rapture, or 
.surprise at his awaking out of this lohg 
bleep. — It would be lerv impertinent to 
inquire; whence he had his ehithcs; the 
jngclb,iiu dmibt furnished him with them 
and perhaps the dneisity of their oolovr 
or form, might prevent his being known 
by bis friends at first sight, 

” He saw, and beltet^.'l Many inter- 
preters explain this only of his believing 
that the Ixxdy was not there ; but that he 
must have believed before/ on looking 
into the tfpulchre: I ihtber understand 
it as a modest intimations that he, first 
indeed of all others, bebeved thd hutk of 
i'hrisfsfirsYredmi, inferring it, as he rea- 
-onahly might, from tlie order in whith 
he found the* sepulchre. These words 
liavc a force, and a grace, on this inter- 
pint,ilioii, which 1 think no oilier can 


give them. Much of the beauty of John’.s 
manner of writing consists in Mieii hints 
as tlie<»e, which shew the temper of that 
exccllimt man 5 ami, were be to be con- 
sidered merely as a human historian, add 
great weight to his testimony: See note ^ 
on John xxi. 20, sect. cci. 

'/> n'ent (tifiay a^tuu to l/teir coutpantoiu.] 
, Sowpo; ittwiHf seems evidently to '>ignify -. 
^(compare Eisner, Observ Vohl. p .'U*!,) 
Accordingly soon after this tlie woineii 
found the eleven aiid( the rest together. 
(Luke XXIV 9 ) — ■ViTiXSeiv mjoj laJio'j, 
never, lhat I know of, signitiot. to nunc lo 
one's self, or to the exercise or possession 
of one’s own mind, as some have sti ange- 
ly interpreted tbe»e words. Luke’s ex- 
pression in that CUSP is dillci'cut ; Luke 
XV, 17, wheie he sajs of the prodiga', 
ti( tnvJay t>Swi, iJien he turne to hm^ei'f — 
It was verj pMident in Peter .uid .loliri 
to retire iinmediatclv, !e«t they should 
hav^ been questioned by the rulei;., if 
fuudd H«.irrhc sepukl ic. 
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dtfihiltdts riot knofv him. 


as to the event 


Jesus appears^ 

ptnedj and very fencli eoi 
of so surprising a bcginnintr; 

But who was now returned, stood near ^ i 

sepulc)irt\f\tt and John were Rone 
front n, hot indeed going into it as they bad as she wept, she 
done, but weeping without^ in great perplexity «tooped down, and 
at her not knowing what was become of Jesus: ^J»*“othesepui- 
md as she wept^ sm afep stooped dmn^ [and look- 
1 2cd] very wishfully i»/o ' the sepulchre : Jnd 

there she saw with great surprise ta'o angels in ring, the one at the 
the form of men, clothed in white habits, sittiiig head, and the other 
mie§l' the head, and the other at the feet, of that " *'«/<= ‘k' 

ni.!hWh the sepulchre where the Lj, of Jesus “* 
i'Shad^been laid. And they said to her, with a 13 And they say 
tender regard, JVo)nan,whjfdost t hou weep thns^ w^wer’es^thou”’ 
Aud she said to them, Aiasv I hdve reason enough pbe sLth^unto them, 
to weep ; it is beeause they> hetoe taken away the Because they ha^ e 
body of Jesus my dear Lord, and I kriow not "‘J’ 

where they have laid him^ or how the sacred not where they ha^ve 
corpse ipay be neglected or ahused.p laid him. 

14 And\\i^%a 5 she had said'this, hearing a sud- u And when she 
den noise behind her, she ' turned back, before fumed'horsdl back! 
the' angels could give her afiy answer; and she and saw .lesuh, stand’ 

himself standing near her: and she log. and knew not 
knew not at first that was Jesus, his habit be- ' 
iug changed, h^r eyes also overfiowiug with 
tears, and her mind being so far from any ex- 
pectation of his appearance, and so much dis- 
tressed, that she did not so much as look up to 
^hfluEacftvaf,the person who appeared. , ’5 Jesus saith un- 

15 m,Wsus.su{4.to. her, wuh u gentle yoiefe, 

IVoman, why dost thg^weep thus } and wkenn dost seekest tiiou } she 
thou seekt^ATid shS^ mposing him' to be the sar- 9«PFsing him to be 
dener,^ mid to Aim, Sir, tfOod' for any 
unknown j^son borne, him- mm hence, thou have home him 


P Theif ha^ taken avmy my I/ord, and I * t Supposing him to he the ganfener.] It 
inijui not where Uyty have laxd Aw»t,] This is very probable, that Jesus might speak 
evpressioB may very easily beacooopted. low/'pr in a different way from whut he 
for, in ou|k|Danner,0f ranging this story; . vsuaity did ; and her taking him for the 
but It IS Ti^karanto suppose, she should * gardener, seems to intimate, there- was 
speak inJKis manper, if one of theaa- nothing very splendid in his dre‘>s : ’ac- 
gcls hau a few minutes before told her, eordingly, whph he appeared to the two 
that Jeiius was risen. She perhaps tb<(;Ught disciples ip their way tp Kmmaus, they 
they came to do a kind of hnmagetO' seep to have tafcen,hiin for a person oi .i 
place whecc he had lain, if she appre- rank nut much superior to their own- 
hcri'Ied them to be angels ; wMch whe- l^er eyes mlgbt, also be withheld at Ur'i 
tJicr she did, of did not, we dp not cer- from knowing Jqsiis by some supernatiT- 
taiiilv know, al restraint, av theirs wej 0, Luke xivv I 



On dii 


bencc, tell me where 
ohou hast laid him, 
and 1 will take him 
away. 


It) Jesus sal th unto 
her, Ma^y.,|jhe turn- 
ed bersi^ft^ahd saith 
unto himj(’,Rabli6iii| 
which is to say, Mas- 
tci. , 


17 Jesus saith un- 
to her, Touch me 
not. for lam not yet 
ascended to my Fa- 


fracing him, 

wjie^ip the ma^l^the seipQ^rc savlr fit sblio- sccr^.i 
nourably to but a few hours ago/ Lcx<:ivv'' 

earnestly beg thou wotfjdest immicliately 
me where thou hast ^ut '^.xs 

Mm^ and take efbcf^leare that his eorp^ 

^11 be decently interred . elsewhere, without . 
“giviiog any farther trouble Here. 

Jesusy oil this, said to her y with a loud and dis- 16 
tinct voice, in his usual alFectionate way, Mar^y 
dost thou not know me? [And] Mary thereupon 
turning directly towards him, and eagerly fix- 
ing her eyes' upon him, immediately discii^cred 
who it was; and, transported with a mixture of 
unutterable passions, she said to hiniy Rahboni; 
that IS to say, [Mj/ gjrat] A/aster and I’eacher ! 
and so much wa^ her heart ‘affected, that she 
could say no inomi but immediately prostrated 
herself at his feet to embrace them. 

Blit Jesus said to her. Do not stay here to em~ 
brace me [now,^ ^i^cr to pay thine homage to 
me, or to connr,im both which thou 

wilt have other oppdrturiities of doing *. jor 1 am 
not yet withdrawn from your world, ^nd^cended 
to tiie heavenly court of my Father, as you may 
imagine I should presently do;‘ but 1 shall. yet 


' 'Sir, \f thou, hast hor.ie hm hence,'] It is mijfl.t >ery possihly'be the case;) a dil- 
obacrvablf, that she accoBli. this vtrsinacr li unity 'adth respect to the tniie of tUcir 
111 respectful languai^c, even when* site coming to tiiesepulchie, which may oli'er 
took him for a servart, (for x»iffwpoc can- itself to the sagacious reader, in ihe dis- 
not, I think, signify the (nener qj the gai- position of the following section, when 
den;) prudently lolli Cling, that an ciiur (fntupared with this, will disappear at 
on that hand, would be more excusable once. ' ' 

than on the other, supposmg he ^bciuld * Do we now, fw I am not 

have proved one of superior rank, io a yd auerttftd Ip. Cbaudkr, 

plain dress: aud also, that she doc^ ndfc ^u bis answer to. the considerations on 
name Jesus, but speaks in indefimto toe 'I'rial uf the Witnebsus, has given 
terms, ihou host bor?ie hm hence ; juti^ > >ucb amvinciiig reasons in tbe present 
mating that he was the one persoftof ‘case fbr rendering the word iirla, embrocey 
whom hci own thoughts and heart were (which I before apprehended to be the 
80 full, that she took it ibi* granted every sense of it,) that 1 think oivself warranted 
one must know who She meant. Snchlaiit in changing the version. We And indeed 
guage in such a circumstance was pcr» in the next section, that presently ailcr 
R‘Cily naftnral.— ^ir there was any hedge this, when Jesus appeared to the women 
or harbour near iht sejlulchre, so ttmt who Were ileexng from Uic sepulchre, 
while she b|iake to Je.<iqs she was not vi- they were permitted to embrace him . 
siblc to her Gompanibns ; or if this avenue (compare Mat. xx viii. K, 9. and Mn r k x u . 
was such that/ while tbey came up to it, 8.) But this is well accounted for by Mr. 
the sepulchre was between her and Uicm ; West, .xs graciously designed to cairn 
or if l^y were noar waiting at some du- their minds, and to remove the tcirui 
tiince, or coming hp Wifb a slower pace, they were under; wliilo Mary, vilio v^js 
l^ng charged with the height of the ma- under no such terror, imd her grief dii.> 
^jals for cmbalmingi (any one of which persed at once, and was mimediaiel v ecu. 




He tends 




j';,55CTy continue for a Irttlc while tipon Uie earth, and 
give }-on further, opportiinitieg of seeing me 
again : let Mthing thwcfore now detain tbee 
‘JSK. 17 longer, go immediately 1o my dear bve^ 
2 ’ Mmi, for whom I bavg still the sa'meaft’ectionate 
regard as ever, and say iinlo theWy I am risen 
'■ ' from the dead, and after I have paid some visits 
to y on, am shortly indeed to ascend into heaven, 

• from vvhciice 1 came : yet grieve not at tiiat se- 
paration, but remember, that as I am going to 
him, wlio is in a very peculiar sens^^w^ Futhevy 
so 1 sjiall still be mindful of your interest, ajid am 
also ^ingto^oMJ’ F.athery and [/»] my God and 
your God] for such he is now become, through 
that covenant which, he has established with you 
in ine:^ on the whole, tlierefpre, yon have in- 
finitefy greater reason to rejpko than to mourn. 

And upon sayipg this he immediately disap- 
peared for the present; and the other women 
advancing to the sepulchr(|j_ where the angels 


ther: but go to my f r 
bif Uvron, and say uii* 
tliein, I ahccnd uiit/ ' 
my Father, and ; our 
Father, and to my 
God and jour G'od. 


vinoed that it was jChu-it, u;y>ti faU cab 
Imjf her by her tiaitu' And, ^Induce 
hci not to wait foi any thnij^ more at* 
pn»ent, it w<tb a ^cirv puipet couMdera- 
Jioii lhat our I ord '•ubjuins, /b? / ani'tiot 
yci iisri'fiflid In I'/y Falhir ; in wbit^b ho at 
once asbored her, that he w as apt yet 
i]iuttin{; this world, and plainly intimated 
hi» intPiitipn of seeing her and his disci- 
ples again, and paying frc/iuciit sisits to 
them before his linal d<*partiiro, when 
what hi’ had lately-said, to bin d'sciples, • 
of his siiunp to Iht* Father, (John x>i. 'iS.) 
•should Iw fulfilled by hi& A$C«]i|i;^inii into 
hcau’ii. (See West’s Obserr, J>* Io7, A' 
sn;. i — ^Tlie sense^ijt obvious and easy in 
this view, and J[hr. Whitby, (in his noto 
on lh'> piaof,) Mr. Fleming, (Cbriaitol, 
Vol. III. p. 50'i.)Mr. Cradnck,audothei8 
intcriuet these words as 1 havo done irt 
ti e pamphiase; and it is strange that 
Mr. Winston should think thisievt inew- 
jdieable, unles's weiiippofie '♦ that Christ 
“ was immethaUljf to (ucind to ka Fatk<r, 
“ before he could at all converse with 
* ‘ any of them, or receive the expressiciDS" 
of their homage to 111111 .” (See the Ap- 
pendi\ to hi3 Sermons at Boyle's l^ct. 
p. 29?.— .WO.) If there bad been any ne- 
cessity for his ascending immediately, 
he surely would not firsthase appear^ 
to Mary and then to thO'nthiSr womctidn 
li.eir way to flu* citv, 'I'hc uitt'rf retatiTm 
bore given suits the words .us well, and 
jtb'ii' s('npturc8 much better. She pro- 


bably though!, that it he was risen he 
was also leturned back to hib licaicnly 
Father, to keep up liib stated abode with 
him again, as he quieklv after did; to 
a^suie her therefore ol the eoutian , was 
exceeding proper, ami llm best nMioji 
tliat could be given to pi isoade -her to 
wave any farther disfoursc now, with 
which to 1 k' sure she tiuistolliertt'ijc him 
been earnestly desirous to detain bei d’Mi 
laird. — To suppose, with Messis. I/Fn- 
fant and Beausobre, that sh' meant thi" 
adoration as Immage to a h mpoi at |»rmm , 
and that our^Wd’s answer was chicllv 
intended as a declaration that he mu.^t 
■OAitfpd.to Fulhtr b^ihe he mmvfd hn 
appears to me vvrv uiiiiatiiral. 
^ to mij brethren, &;c,] By oalbn«: the 
diseijilos bis brethren, and Ord thc-ir Fa 
Itfif r and their God, he mtiniatus in the 
strongest manuei; the full fiirgiieuess of 
their fan^t in leaving him, even without 
over mentioning it; just as the Faiher ot 
the'pfodllgah (liilkc XI. 22, (STm/ ) mu- 
mated h^s forgj[yt(ness bf ins nndutifnl 
^haTioiiF, by casing for tbc be.st robe, 
ke. without hiny direct reply to wlut bis 
penitent child had- skid of his nnworthi- 
ness'to be called his son, /These exqui- 
site (odche's,' which every where abound 
m ihe evangeljcat writings, ' gifc inex- 
pressible delight a well-turned hiM^rt, 
and shew hpw perfectly Christ knew' 014' 
frame. 



Re^ectimm the^^arri 




continued, rec^ki^the news "ofbis resurrebtion 
from them, and^ore directed, as Mary Magda- 
lene also was, to report it to the' di^i pies, with 
a variety of additional qircamstahces, whibh 
ivjll be mentioned in the IbDowingsectiorir ' , 


IMPROVEMENT- 

How fit is it that we should sing unto the Lord a new song! 
and with what thankful hearts should we join, on his own day, 
and on every day, to congratulate the triumpli of his rising from 
ihe dead, and to rejoice 4 n this birth-day of our hopes! ]^w is 
th(Ajustice of God amply satisfied, or the 'prisoner had [never 
been released. Now is the reproach of the cross ceased, and 
turned into proportionable glory,. That reproach was rolled 
away at once by the' descend ing>iigel, who appeared, not to 
awaken Clirisf from his. sleep, of to bring him a new life, for 
he had himself a power, whenever he pleased, to resume that 
which he had voluntardy resigned, ^John x. 18.); but he came 
to add a solemn pomp to his revival,, and to strike ,the guards 
with such a terror as would effectually prevent any miid attempt 
on this glorious Conqueror, when he was bursting the boruis in 
which he had for a whde been held. 

0 Lord, we acknowledge the troth of thy promise : thou duist 
not leave his soul in kellj neither didst thou suffer the desh of 
thine.Holy One to see corruption; (Psal. xvi. 10.) Now is ChrLt 
indeed risen from ihe dead, and become the first fruits of them 
that slept, (1 Cor. xv. 20.): may we in conformity to his holy 
example, be dead to sin, and to the world; that like' us Christ 
was raised upjiom the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also may walk in newiness of lijfi I (Rom. vi.4.) Then will 
he that raised up Christ from the dead^, ere long, yuicken our 
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in uS, (Roth. viii. 11.) 

Let the faith of what has b^n done with regard to bur glori- 
fied Head, and shall at length be accomplished with respect to 
all his members, daily gladdeuoiir hearts. When our eyes are 
weeping, and our souls sinking within us, let us raise our thoughts 
to Jesus our risen, and now ascended Redeemer, who says to all 
his brethren these gracious words, (which may justly be received 
with transports of astonish meot, and fill our hearts at tiie same 
time with joy unspeakable and full of glory), “ 1 ascend to my 
Father and your Fat her , and to my God and your God.^’ 

The God' and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is now, through 
thed^th and resurrection of his dear Son, (whom by laismg him 
frorji^ie ddlad, ho.has so solemnly owned under that rehition,} 
}yiicume our Father and our God. As such let us honour him, 
love him, and rejoice In him; and when we must le!u<* thi‘j 





Mat. 

]Lx>iii. 

1—4 


John 

17 



•5S4 The other to sepukhre ai sm-rising. 


world, which Christ lias ]od|^ since left, let it delight our souls 
to think, that we shall likewise ascend after him, and dwell with 
him in this |irupui6us' Dhine picscnce. In the mean time, if 
oJtf arc risen: with Christ, let us seek those things which auf' 

^ abooe, where' 'CMkt viow sitteth at the right hand oj God, 
(Col. ill. 1.): and let us be willing, in whatev^ sense God shall 
appoint, to be wade conformable to his death, that w'e may also 
\>c partakers (f his resurrection a.v\di g\ory . (Phil. iii. 10, 1 1.) 

4 ■ ' ■ 


SECT. CXCV. 




Christ'having appeared to Mary, tht other w&tnen come ‘to the 
sepulchre, and are infomied of his rcsurrectmi by the angels. 
He appears to the women as they return to the city; but neither 
their testimony, nor that qf Mary, is received by the disciples. 
Mat. XXVlil. 5—10. Mark* XVI.— 2. 5—11. Luke 

XXIV. 3— 11, John XX. 18. 


MARKXyj.'i,' : 

.se<:t. have just now seen ill the preceding sec- 


MAnx XVT. 9. 

^ ^OW when Jesu!, 

tion, that when was risen iVom the risen larlv, 

• ■ • ■ the first djy of the 


very early on the first day of the week, 
XVI. 9. (which day w^as afterwards observed by his fol- 
lowers in commemorati^of this important fact), 
he made his first appearance to Mary Magdalene, 
out cf whom (as Wits Ibrmeirly said,) he had home 
time before, ejected no less than seven dtemons, 
who by^an awful providence were permitted to 
join together in a^icting her.; (Compare Luke 
Viii, 2, vol. I. 334.) 

2 But it time^,4Q. return (o the women, 
her coEDpahmns,; from whom^abe^'had fiarted 
when she went to inform Peter and’ John that 
the sepulchre was open: (John p. 576.) 
These were now joined by [the other women\ 
who had brought the spices, and vvhi!,e Mary 
was engaged In this intci’view with Christ, came 
' up together to the sepulchre,: and it was now 
amU the time of the rising of sun. * Jnd 


meek, he appeared 
first to Marv Ma-jf- 
dalene, outol mhoin 
he had cast’ stncii 
devils. 


— 2 And they [r <>, 
UirotArrzLmien] caino 
unto the scpnlclire 
at the ribing of the 
sun. 


• /tSout the Tism/f q /" tkt have .Tohn L p. 57*.); but by that time 

seen hefurc, that Mary Mag^lene, with Mary had ealled Peter 'and John, .^nd 
the other Mary and Salome, set out while they had viewed' the sepnlcki’yi, and 
It mas yet dark, and came within sight of > J^ana was coiheviHh the other 
the sepukhre for the first time, juat as ft who wrre to bring the spices, m hich iiii,tht 
grew light enough to discern that it was all pass in lesstban an hour, the snn. 
opened, (compare Mat. xxs’iii. 1, and np. These circumstances well agree w^i 



Ttso aitg€k ^pem'i ^ rim : 5#l 

Luke XXIV. 3. having found the o!peA,'with.out any ,ob- 

, [.“t strucrion in the wSy, ana obserted u they 

^ana'founii not Uic at a distance that Peter aod John Iml done 
^ Uody of the Lord jc like, they entered into tiic sepulchre themselv^ 3 
SUE. LMark \vi. 5 :— j before sUitp^cted ‘ pn seeing it , 

open, they found not the body of the Lm'd Jesusi 
4 And itcameto ' And it ctimt to poss, Ui&t df they teere f7i4 
pws oa perplexity on this accomt^ and knew not 

thereabout,^ behold what to think WHS bccoiiie of the body, kholdy 
I they caiirj tivo men to their inox.preKsib]e astonishment, they saw 
[laAo] stood by them anffcis whom Marv bad seen but a lit- 

[“»“ disappeared upoB^^ieir 

manj aAo Aad/j«-c 7 j bit- coming to the sepulchre, ‘but now renoered 
themselves visible at once,) in the form of ^nen 
«hite^ * gar^nt'j arrayed in splendid habits [a'AoJ came and stood 
1 Mark *«.— 5.— j by t hem, the vfQtpm hemg unable to discover 
how they came m : and [one of thevi] appeared 
like a young *mmi, with a beautiful and cheer- 
ful aspect, e/ofW in a long white robe, glittering 
with lustre like the purest snow: and this was’ 
the aneel who appi^red at first to the guards, 
and [iiho had Aasrt] ' afterwards seen by Mary, 
sifting on the right side of the entrance into the 
5 — AndfthPvwero .sepuichre*. And they were greatly terrified 5 

surprising ' 

tothejarth. [Maik sicppiiig hack to thc very door/ they bodm 
xn— j.j their J a CCS e<? Me and fixed their eyes 

upon It, in token of the profoundest respect.'' 

M,‘.r xvviii. 5 . iiiff fhe angclj'm a most mild and condescend- ^ 
Ami the .mj, 1 an- ino mmvered Olid soid unto the women f 

b«ci( d and b lid nil- Umficd at what you see \for we ap- 

Dot.iKnu^ued"] f!>i ) pear to comfort rather tl»n afflict you, and have 
know that ye seek the best tidjfigs to bring you tltat ever you 
heard : I knotd, that in the suength of ^our af- 

ea^h o'hfr, and are presirniptionE m fi^cr pear to gaze; which is well known to 
\oui of tlie order which we -have laid have bi*cu foibiddan to the Jews, upon 
dy^vrl. the sight of a celestial vision : (secLxod. 

b Slopping back to the verydoor.] This xbt 21 ; add compare Jiidg. xni. ‘2Q.) 4ijd 
it was naliirnl foi ilii'm to do j' and from it was also considered a$> dangerous by 
thc angels afterwards idviling them to the beailien, wheii their deities, 01 any 
come in and view' til sepulchre, we may celestial inessmgers fmni thciii, were 
inter tti.it they were now jn’ccisely itt supposed to make thuttiselves visible; 
this attitude. as I’lsiiei has finely bhewn in his learned 

Utty bi.xMtd tkfir fliers to theifrwnll, and entertainiog note here. FJsn. Ob- 
and fiKcd tbeir evi-s upon it, dfc. | ft he serv. Vol. J p. 284. 

Words •j.yfviroFwv ra v^orunav iif tr^v yqr,flo ** Itift the uiifrel answered, &c,] lentin-- 
not ),j|tiniite their ftnulrndm* tfirmsehes ly agree with Mr. West, that the parti- 
bc/Jm; ihi* oMgf/i, but a reb 'i ciful and cle 2,« should here be rcwdeied Bw/. ht-e 
onMitial ilceiintH ’ ihi.li //wd', mid look** West’s Observ. p. 23. 

"mg down ward, that they might not ap* 



And hid them a^aint his disciples with Jt. 

. 8SCT. fection ijou are lioly and ex- [of Naznrptb,] 

' t’xcy. cellent Person, JestiS of Nazareth xvha 7i>as cni- 
'UlSr other day, and buried here;\)iit why rhe liv’mg among thi- 

the living ampng ike dead? and why Jead?] [Ma.k x\i 
' 5 are ye come hither with materials for embalm'- ® —*1 

ing one who is possessed of an immortal life ? 

Luke Htisnothere^ Am/ i» this morning, as Ae Luke x^iv 6. 
xxiT.6. said that he should : behoidf the tomb where they ,srisL”[L*l?es’aid"] 
laid him ; the body is not here : cojyie in, and sa- [Mark, behold where 
tisfy yourselves by the strictest inquiry; and thi'y UidhJmi][come 
view, with all the mixture of holy affections ^ord*!^y 
. which are suitable to such a circumstance, Me member i>ow he 
place 'Sphere the Lord of life and glory, the spake unto you, vihen 
Prince of angeU and men lay for a «.lnle a 
breathless corpse: but he has how triumphed xvt.-.6.] 
over the grave : and you have no reason to be 
surprised to hear it: lor it : not only was most 
probable in itself that this would be the case, 
but he also often foretold it. liemember par- 
ticularly how he spake unto you, when he was 
yet in Galilee with you, where I know with 
wh^it kindness you attended and ministered to 
7 him ; * llecollcct that remarkable saying of his ? Siymg.Tbe yf.u 
which was so often repeated, The Son of man ?/*”“!? 
must be delivered into the hands oj sinners, ana 
be crucified, and the tkirii day he shall rise again ; be cfucifipd, and tiu* 
(sec Mat. XVi. 21, Vol. I. page 487; xvil. 22, thud day nse again. 
28, Vol. II. p. 15; and xx. 18, 19, p. 257.) now 
this, as you well know, is the third day ; and 
Sivhat he said, is most exactly verified. And, a And they i* - 
while the angel .spake thus, they called to mind membered his wuni .. 
what tliey had heard from Jesus, and perfectly 
Mat. remembered his words. \ But go ymckly, added mat xxviii. 
r^nii..?. he, and communicate to your friends the joy I But] go [your way] 
winch you now feel; yea, ;go ind Spiel '".rf'ivto'j 

mourning disciples, and particularly-' tell Peter, that he is riben from 
who IS so overwhelmed with his peculiar sor- dead, and be- 
rows, that he is risai from the dead: and J„°“Votnrcl.'hl«; 
quaint them alsa, in further confirmation of 
the truth of Behold, he is shortly going be- 
fore you into Galilee;^ for I am commissioned to 


^ Rmembet how he spake unto you, when 
he Kasyel tn (i<ililee.'\ This familiar roan-' 
tier IQ fthich the angel speaks Of what 
jiassed betiveen Jesus and them in Gali- 
lee, seems to intimate, that he had then 
been present, though invisible, and heard 
vrhat said. 'Vhe bint suggests many 


agreeable Teeections, rrhich the pious 
I eadhr will dwell upon at leisure. — ^Tbe 
montion which he afterwards ^'kes of 
Peter, whether it were, or werWjjot 
by a particular charge from Christ,' js 
also observable in the sAme view. • ^ 
f He is gotng bijbre you into GaUlceh^ 



As the xoomen depart r^ets them i 5^- 

iheiB shall ye Fce assure you, that M^r^ve jfiif Am ^ as he sect,, 
you-i i^^iSvt'toid he would meet you there ; (corir- cxcv, ,; 

Ivou. [Maricxvii^i pare Mat. xxvi.32; and Mart xiv4vi?8. p. 476.} 'TJTT^. 
^ /, who am one of the angels , that stand 

the presence of God, hai^ told .^oii this, 'aud*/ 
nojy .associate is here' ready to attest it^ ahd 
therefore, important and wonderful as the mes- 
sage is, you need not at all scruple to report it. 

Mark • XVI. 8. And Upon this, instead of njaSing any further Mark , 
tackfyf «^d‘ w scrutiny, went cut quickly,* and Jled from 
ium the sepuiihre; sepulchre as fast as possible; fotf they 
foi they trembled, /7V7/?A/fd,a?jdttje?retf?ntfzrd at this angelic vision; 
“eitilZVrvw “"^.whoever they met by the way, (hey said 
thing to any iium, nothing to any one of them for they were very 
for they nm- afraid j niuclj affrighted; \but^ .with hearts full of fear 
an^ did had'Seen, and with a mixture also 

nmto^b^mg’hLii- happy *news which they 
cipies word ] [Mat. had received in so awful a manner, Jhey ran 
« with all tlie speed they could to brinst his disci- 

Mat. XXVni. 9. , . ® 

.\ad . 1 . tlii-v vent to P''^^ Warci, 

tell in^ di>ci|iles., be And US they v^e going on their way to Miit. 
hoidjJe^usnicttbtm, discipies,^’’ behold ^ Jesus himself wif/ 


When we consider this expression of the 
angd to the woonin, as Mark has relabd 
1*, [ti'nulai — uT* Tifortyfi JljCfti, &f ] thc 
•'oiistructiun blieut, ah the teamed Bos 
«>bserves, .(F.xcioii. p. *2:3.) that these 
.vouUare the llle^ ^Jtcc v hit'll the angel 
puts into the iniiutli of thc»r women, to be 
dflnfic’d bv tln'iii to the apostles Hut 
w hat IS addl’d, ( i/irn- ihaltyt ice Aiw] may, 
coTsisieiit with ill s t'riticism, be undei- 
stoiid at) in the {)jr.iplir<Tbe,wh,ch makes thc 
bcn'C more complete, bv adding a very 
material, and, to them who m tenderly 
li/ved .rcbi'S, a \cry dtligbtful eircuni- 
ktanee; minu'ly, th.it they should tee Atm 
fhi mic.'ifSf .iiid not merely receive the 
most tiedib'e .issuraiices of his rcsur- 
leoti >11 fiuin otliprs. 

? 'Ihnj wnl out <juiclly.'\ this is the 
e\.act import of the vurdiffAd.^<r(»(, which 
I', thc ‘iiime in both the evangelists, but 
is properly rendered here in Matthew, 
they deparlcfl. (.Sec W'\st's Obsorv. p 3tx) 
hilh fear andjoy.y Jt was so natu- 
ral for such a mixture of passions to 
arise on thi<> grand occasion, that 1 think 
very little stress is to ho laid oi) Mark's 
mentioDi;!^ Uieir fear alone and Mat- 
theu»*,^'hfnfioniiig their joy with it, trj 
pro' .r they relate diflerent sioiics, — I 
li VM^sinc" the pleasuie to hnd. tliat this' 
iS represented id ihc same light by Mi. 
VVeat, vhj has cleaily ahuvn, that both 


tlicsc sacred writers speak of tlie same 
fact. (See We'*t’s Ubserv. p. 37 — 40. 

» And as they were gotnf* on their w.iy 
to tell his duaples,'] Admitting what is 
hero supposed, that there was but one 
Alston oi angels (besides that to Mary' 
Magdalene), and one message sent by 
them, this will I think establiih ’the or- 
der in winch we have ranged thiabtor5'. 
For if, (as Dr. Clarke and many otbCi 
critics strangely suppose,) Mary’s mter- 
vieiv with the aposties (John XX. 2.) had 
happened between iheapgehc vision and 
this appearance of Christ to the women, 
such a connection as this would have 
been very unn.ilural. Matthew would on 
.that bypothe.>>is rather hate said, And 
when they had told la* disciples [and they 
' belicjed them not], Jesus mtt them, Sic . — 
But Mr. West, who apprehends that theie 
were several distjnot appeai.-inces of au- • 
gels, and two distinct appearances of 
Christ to the women, (tho first to Mary 
Magdalene and the second to the olhei 
Mary and .Salome, when the other wonn n 
were not piescnt), concludes, that theic 
several facts were reported to the apu-.- 
th'b at iliiTcreni times, and by (lilTcrcnt 
w'omen ; and that .Ioanna and the othot 
women, who had only seen the anguU 
after the twm Marys and Salome were 
gone from thc sepulchre, made tlicii ic- 
purlto thc apot‘l';s bitoie the amtal o) 



^8 Jnd bidi them but tiU his brethren. 


. swrT. w tbe fatm of coiigratu- 

C.W. latory satuUtioMS^ ffdilj my fnonds ! 1 give you 
jpy of the (j$y^ ^jdftd upon this, beginning to 
aw^urecovef fro^. theiar fear, as they saw it was Jesus, 
^ i' S thiy dtxzt) rieitr in tlie most respectful manner^ 
tindf jp^ostrating themselves before him, took 
' hbld of his fetty and embraced them, avd paid 
their kmnage to Am on this joyful occasion. 

1 10 Then as he saw that they were still in 

tt great deal of, confusion, did not.. long permit 
them to continue in that posture, but comfort- 
ed atid dismissed them (as he liad done before 
witli Vespect to Mery) ; arid said to them, Be not 
any more afraid, for you have indeed noreasoh 
for it; \j>kU] as you have now the fullest proof 
tliat I am actually risen from the dead, go ye 
therefore and teUmy dear brethren, wlioever 
of them you may meet here m the city, * that 
the^ go^ uwd^ into (iMee, t-p the place I for- 
merly appointed (see note , on Mat. xxvi. 32, 
p. 476) : and when i propear^umber of them is 
znet there, ihtiy shall see ihe teppear publicly 
among them, to remove all the remaining doubts 
which any ot them may entertain as to the cer- 
tainty of niy resuiTCCtiou. 

Luk« Now after Jesus had spoken these words, he 
^j^immediately disappeared ; and the women ran 
On to variy the news : a?id when they were re- 
turned frotri the, sepulchre to they told 


Baying^ All hail. And 
they cMnc, and hcM 
bun by ihfe feej^iid 
worshipped him. 


10 liken said Jesus 
n«to them, Be nut 
afraid; go ^ell my 
brethren, that they 
go into Galilee, and 
there shall the/jr see 
me. 


Lfic XXIV. 11. 
And [they.] returned 
from the sepulchre, 
and told all these 


the two Marys apilBalome ; and by thus in their flight. The words [« thei/ ttrni 
i-eprcsenting the'ttdry ilw'a diflerent or- to tell h's dnripfe;,] arc indeed wanting m 
,der, he obrjia^ea the di^tilty atisiag many ancient \etsiuris and manuscripts, 
from the account \dticb the 'two disciples n Dr; Mdi has shewn in his note on t{;ii6 
that were go)rr| to Kinmaus give of the 'j^lace; but Dr. Whitby, with cnnsider- 
report Uiey had beard froiii the viomen. hiilc reason, contends that they are gc- 
Luke xxiv. 2^— 24. (See West’s Observ. ’ftume , (see bis Examcn Millu. p. 01.) 
p. 77, 86, se^.) ' ' aftd flic sense of them seems implied in 

Jesus hiiDaclf ntft Aeai.] I cannot the dose of the .preceding \crse. 
think, with Dr Ligtitfoot, (H«>r. Heb. in * AJy Ve/Area.] The reader will obsene 
loc.) that this relates to hU inters few with oiip Inrd 'spe.tks the same language here 
Mary Magdalene dosCtihcd before; for ^hiCh he hod used John xx. 17, (See 
• though an cnallage or eschaugr of nunt- note* on that text, 582.) No doubt, 
bers be sotnctinies used, (see note*’ on. those afiectiooatc friends of Christ were 
Luke xxiiL 8^^. 546.) yf t it U not to be \exact fn reporting this circumstance, that 
admitted' nece-sity. Now, it is their idnred Lord called them his bre- 
Ccrtain, Mnry was alonO'wheu Clwist ap- tirensUU. And both Matthew and John, 
peared to h' r, and that appearance wa.s to whom the glad tidings were immedi- 
at the sepulcim*, this bctMceu that and ately brought, felt it strike so powerfully 
the city, and probably after they dis- on ^cir hearts, that they could but 
patched some consideiable part of the way record it. 

k 



They g& afU teltnll }hm"ihfkgs'% the mtiples. 



things unto the all these thingit ic the eleven ap^^les, md fe dl sect. ’ 
O^cycn, andtoallthe 0^. the disciplcs,' wfeom Acy met With C.tOtFr: 

- then, or on' the following days,™ IhiVirig hrotiLC^ ’5^^ 

’ A%, heart to deliver this im^portant ifesage 

, most punctual and effecftjal manner. ' ; ' 

10 It was ' lAvdthej^ were Marjtf Magdalene, and ^mnva,\Q 
Majgdaiene, and and Mary [the mother] of James 'sLt\6 Jo<?^^s, and ^ 

rttS. “f «'*«'• ''■« gone M'A 

and Other /kat them to the sepulchre, as above, with an intent 
xiiere with them, to embalm Christ’s body (p. 574, 575,) who were 
Sn l^nto ^ihl persons that were thus honoured t>':^th this 
apSs. message from the aijgels, and from Chri|fe;him- 

' self; and who accordingly’ came and told these 

things to the apostles, who had none of them a<t 
yet seen any thing more themselves than that 
♦ the sepulchre waii empty, and the linen clothes 

MAftK xyr 10 . laid m order. And Man^ Magdalene in parti- Mufc 
kno/^SanSid the Other women, and told llte^^^’^^' 

(X disciples" that disdpUs that had been so constantly with him, 
lud been wiib him, as they were mouMng and weeping for the loss 
as they mourned and of their dear Ma^feV, that she also had seen the 
S* tiie^^!oid," and that mdced he had appeared to her 

that he bad spoken the first of all the compaiiy, and had spoken these 
these thuigs unto gracious things unto her as well as to them re- ' 
ber.j [Jo a XX. 18.] jj,jj resurrection from the dead, and 

. had expressly ordered her to acq^uoint them 

with his purpose of ascending'ere long to hfs 
Father and tfieir Father, and to bis God and 
their God. (Compare John xx. 17, p. 581.) 

11 And they, w hen But sucli were the prevailing prejudices that n 

they bad heard that f,ad possessed tbeiiundsof the tlisciples, and so 
W™s^'ofh«, b'i entirely ««re t^ir spWts dgwU^, and their 
iievcd not; [and Jiopes blasted by the death of tfidit Lord, that 
thrir words seemed though they c.Ould not think' this was related 
tjies.'wuke xmI! ^ design to impose upon them, yet they 
11 ] ’ ’ were ready to impute it to the pow'cr of ima- 

gination ; and even when they heard that he was 
actually alive, and had been seen by her, and by 
the other women who also testified the sanu', 
they did not in general believe it ; but their wordi 

. seemed la most of them as an idle tale, and they 


m AndbaU the re/.] TbH I think shouli^ be* hransposi'din such a niannci .i>> 
refer? n^ only to one report, blit to the is necessary for rcconcdnii!: it witli the 
ic[«!tMon of the testimony to any of theif scheme wt liave proposed in tlie prcccd- 
pi' -ns friends tt ho believed in Jesua; and ing section. Coinpaie notcr on I.uki 
d that be admitted, it will be anoddi- \>.iv 12, p 
proof, that what \s said in ver. 12, 



A^ctiom to cpmfori his disciples 

7 SECT, determined to Suspend their bdiief of SO import- 
c»CT. ant afac.t, till they were satisfied of it by the 
testimony of-tHeir own senses; wiiich, through 
; the great tj^escension of their Lord, several 
^ . ' ‘ofthewi wefe before the end of that day, as we 

shall quickly relate. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

‘ Mat, We are now again called, as by the angel’s voice, to come 
xxviu.6.and see the place wliere the Lord lay; and to take an affectionate 
. survey of that sepulchre which our rising Saviour had left, and 
wher#tb<^had laid aside the dress of death, as a token that he 
* should return to it ho more. How wonderful that he sh/nild 

t ever have lain there ! that the Lord of life should have dwelt 

. among the dead, .and from the glory of the throne of God, should 
’ have sunk down to the abasement of the grave ! — But he, has 

burst its prison-doors, and has abolished death, and him who had 
the power of it; abolished it for himself an4.us. Mow .arc all its 
terrors now disarmed ! 0 deatky where is th^ sting i 0 grave, 
where is ih^ victory ' (I CofcJSjtv, 55.) 

7 3 With what pleasure did tfi% angels deliver this gracious mes- 
sage of their Lord, as well as ours ! and with what transport did 
the pious w'omen receive it I Behold the tender care of Christ 
. ^ over his people! Angels have it immediately in charge to semd 
the glad tidings to his disciples ; and Jesus repeats and confiriTH 
10 them. 6’<? tell my brethren, 1 am risen from the dead. Lord ! 
1$ this thy language concerning those who but a few hours be- 
fore had forsaken theej and one of tliem, with such dreadful 
imprecatipns, denied thee ! Yet even that disciple is not exclud- 
ed ; nay; to him is it peculiarly addressed : go tell thy brethren, 
pavtictrjartcll Peter, that he, poor mourner, may especi- 
‘ ally be comtbrfed, Copipassiooate Redeemer! tlioii hast brought 
> up from tbe'tp^b witb'tnee, that tenderness and goodness which 
laid thee there ! ' 5" 

9 Such is the freedom and glory 'of thy grace, that thou some- 
times dost firs, t manifest thyself to’ those who were once in the 
most miserable bondage to Satan, /Whenever this is the case, 
may the peculiar obligation be remembered ! May every re- 
mainder of unlidief bo subdued 4n otiff souk ! and may wc joy- 
lOfully communicate to ail around us, the tiding!! of a risen Saviour,, 
and the moreiful discoveries of bja presence to its! 



The guards return, and mk^iheir repert to ike priests : SSI- 


SECT. CXCVI. . : 

77/C guards, rehirning to Jerusalem, make (heir Report to tht " ^ ^ 
chief priests , and are bribed to sav, that'the disciples stole the' 
body of Christ while ihej/ slept. Christ appears to Peter, and 
then to two othei' disciples. Mat. XXV 111. U — 15. Mark’ 

XVI. 1-2, 13. 

M^T. xicVIIMI. . MAT..XXVIH. 11. 

^ow wHen they ^OlV while these extraordinary things were sect. ' 
were gohi?, be- transacting, and [the women] were going to cxcvi. 
watch unto disciplcs what they liad lieard anditfecn, 

the ut/, and shew- behold, some of the guards, who had fled- from 
ed unto* the chief the seijuiclirc in great consternation, began a , t 
Thai 'vere rtfcollect themselves, as to the excuse 

they sliould make ^or its being broke open, and 
the body being gone, as it would soon be known 
that it was ; they came therefore into the city, 
and told the chiej priests, from whom they had 
received thoir immf^duitc charge, all that had 
happened; and urged Iiovv impossible it was for 
tlieni to make any opposition in the presence 
of the angel, who shook the very earth with the 
terror of his appearance, and therefore might 
be easily supjiosed to take away all power of* 
resistance from them. And thus. these ignorant 
and stupid heathens became in effect the >' 
preachers of Clinst’s resurrection, and were 
witnesses of the truth of it to the most inveter- 
ate of his enemies.® 

ij And wiien they This report could not but strike the chief J 2 
wrie assemided witii priests into some amazement and confusion ; 

u'LnTJun.e"^^ey ‘I}®? immiaiately coiiyen^d the 

sanhedrim ; and having met together with the 
elders of the pe6plc, they deliberated upon it, 
and consulted among themselves, what they 
should do in so perplexing an emergency ; and 
particularly, whether they shbuld dismiss the 
guards, with a charge to concpal the story they 


^ These ij^norant niid stupid heathens 
bec.imi' m cffect the first prvacluys, dfc.j 
.Such news, coming from mii’h jpersuns, 
must undoubtedly throw the priests in- 
to inexpressible confusion ; but it is re- 
markable, tliat neither the soldiers nor 
the pi tests were converted, hy what the . 
one 8.1 w, or the other heaid. Perhaps 
tl' > so^thcjs might flunk that lesns was, 
like s‘onic of tholi fabulous heroes, the 
of sonic deity, who brought him to 


lifv again; hut, instead of imagining 
themsohes concerned in the purposes of 
his resurrection, they might piThap*. 
abuse their knowludge of it, to confirm 
their belief of some superstitious talcs qf 
their own priests, which bore sonii' little 
resi-mhlance to it ; as those of ^Iccstcs, 
llippolvtus, Hercules, and many others 
did See V'aler. Max lib. i. cap. vm 
^ ly, j’ld Plm, Nat. tli't lib vii. cap 
V.’, 



^5^2 Tkei^ hire them to RieMcipfes stole mth^skpt: 

\':stcT. had told them; or should accuse them to the 8®^® money 
ycxcvi, governor, and attempt to punish tliem for ne- 
/!A<?^Jecting their duty ; but, considering the man- 
. in whic)i the governor had appeared afFect- 

" - ^2®*^ towards Jesus, and the many prodigies which 
bad attended his death, by which Piiate's con^ 

* SGienC'C must have i>een. in some degree awak. 
ened ; and also knowing they had no positive 
proof of any negligence or treachery in the 
soldiers, i^ey resolved to commence no prose- 
cution against them, and to pass it over without 
any complaint; but, apprehending that the most 
eftcctaal method they could take would be to 
endeavour to pervert their evidence, they f^ave 
[fi] large [sum oj] woney to the soldiers 
* ^ Saying, Since this strange thing has happened, Saymg, s.»y yc, 

whether there really was anv sorcery in it, or 
whether it w’as merely your dream,® it must for him away while we 
the public safety be concealed, or the whole “lept* 
nation will be deluded aftd undone: wc must 
therefore insist upon it, tmt neither you, nor 
your companions, say any thing of what you 
imagine you saw ; but if any should question 
. you about it, and pretend that this Jesus is 
risen, say ye only in the general. We were 
. weary with so long a watch, and dropped asleep ; 

'‘;^;and we conclude, that his disciples came by 
\\night and stole him away while W€ slept. Jnd And if tin^ 
you have no need to be afraid of being' punished 

** 'I heij gavf ^ large iMto of 7nv>ie^ to tke event; ard, laying it down as a first 
soldier\.] Mr. Uitton very well obseries, principle, »' that Jb'.ub must be an im- 
(iii Ins unalterable de’iton'^tratioh of poster,’' they would, of course, incline 
Cht list's resuhreictioa, p. 29^.) that had to impute his rehlirrection, as they had 
they not been afra<d to put them toV ascribed bis miraclfs, to &omi‘ diabolical 
death, as they were Romans, it is veryg opeiation. It is bowe\cr probable, that 
ptobable that Caiophas’s qwaim, (John^ such -artful men might «|ieuk of it m sii< h 
xi. 50.) That tt »as better one man should loose terms as the paraphrase represents, 
die than all /Ac peop/rpemi, would hare though they could not .seriously end<‘a< 
cost some of them their lives ^ at least vunr to persuade the guards they weic m 
the commanding officer, had he 'been a. dream. 

lullv in their iiuwef, slept,'] It 

imminent danger Could they have ^as ridiculous to pretend to say w.tli any 
proivid any^ioeglect, no doubt these sol- certainty what passed while theif we>e 
diets woujQ have been 'prosecuted to ttee ' asleep that this wasio elTect only hic- 
utmoSt;' (a« I'eterN guards weie after- isg t^em to say, that tkey knew nnihin:? 
wards. Acts \']i. 19.) . )^ut, as they were of the matter, and did nut obserw am 
destitute (.f all proof, it aos prudent not thing more Uian ordiu;>ry h^cf passed that 
, io prosecute them at all ; for, had Pilate night. How absufd this pretence was, a 
acquitted them, It would have been in thousand circumstances concur to shew ; 
eOcet a public declaration, that ho was as most writers in defence of rhustianity 
convinced .Jesus was indeed risen. ba\c demonstrated, aiulpcrhaps r.onoryt 

V Whether liierc leally was any sor- few words, better than Bishop Bufhet up ^ 
, tfiy in I*, jTc] They must, to he sure, the Articles, p. C4. 1 . 

P““ 2 lecl to .u'fouut for this strange 



Which story is still rep/orted among the Jetos. 



iior’s ears, we will for your ncffligencc; for if this shmld come to sect. 

heard by the governor y and he iftMuld blame cxcvj.. 
you for sleeping on 3n3ur ^u^tdf Wewill 
suade him to make no farther inquiry 
and by our interest with hifti will mdkeym easy 14 , 

^ * and secure. - ‘ 

15 So Ui('y took themimey that was offered them, 15 

'^rtiroy wtVtLght: ^hty were taught; and, according to 

and I'his sayiui? is their instructions^ they concealed what they bad 
ronimonjy reported seen, and pretended that some of the disciples 
tiTthi? day taken the advantage of, their weari- 

ness and neglect, and so i»ave carried off the 
body while they were fallen asleep. y/«#such 
are the prejudices of that unhappy people, that 
this story, wild and senseless as it was. t'? coJii- 
mnnly repo rted among the Jetos even to this day : 
and they still choose, in opposition to the most 
certain evidence, to believe this extravagant sug- 
gestion, rather than yield to the truth of Christ’s 
resurrection, though solemnly attested to them, 
by many who saw, and conversed familiarly witu 
him after he was risen from the dead ; of which 
number “ Peter was one, who was early dis- 
tingnished by the favour of seeing him, and 
** to whom indeed he appeared first of all the 
apostles.” (Sec 1 Cor. xv, 5 .) 


' Reported amonn the Jc’jas even to this 
Joy.] 1’hls srems 10 intimate, That Mat- 
thi’w wpit» his gospel '«e\eral yeais artor 
our T oril’s r* siirrt’vtion — As to the in- 
dustry <if tlu^ .Jews in pKipagatiiig this 
ifport, it IS \ery observahU*, that .Justin 
Mait\r, (Dialog, cum Tryph. p. 368, 
Eilii. Tim 111.) expressly as&orts, “ that 
“ the li'ws srnt chosen men of consider' 
“ able rank over all the world, nut only 
“ in tin* gi nc-ral to repicsent Christianity 

as an impious sect, but to assert thht 
“ the hi'dv of Je^ns was .stolen out of his 
“ lotnh hy night, and that Hid pofSona 
“who iluis fraudulently cOnvejed' him 
“ .away, took occasion frdnl tlience to 
“ report that he lose from the dead, and 
'* ascended into heaven ” And this mes- 
sage IS spoken of, as having been lient 
before the desirnetmin of Jerusalem. 
Compare note * on Acts. sxViii. 22, Voh 
III § h. 

^Pctcr^ttas one,— to whom he ap- 
peared rtist of all thehposUes.] Though 
the evangelists have not recorded tho 
yiarticiil.'ii circiiinstances of onr l.ord's 
upiya 1.11 ice to J\tPi, vet it i‘.cv ident that 
he ^jjipearfd lif^t to r»’ter belore he was 
VOL. II. 2 


seen hv the rest of the apostles' (Com- 
pare 1 Cor. xy. 3, and Luke xiciv. 34.) 
111. Lightfoottherefi>rcsiippo!>es, that Pe- 
ter was one 6f the two disciples to whom 
ChriN't appi^ared as they were going to 
Eminaus; and imagines, Hu w'as so ear- 
nestly desirous tr> obtain a sight of Christ, 
that upon hearing from the women, 
(Mat. Xxviii. 7, 8.) that he would go be~ 
fore them into where they should 

see him, he pVcscntly set oat with Clco- 
phas forCalilee; but, having seen hint 
in 'heir way to Eminaus, thev hastened 
back to Jerusalem to auijuaint the disci- 
ples with it; u^ion which the rest of the 
eleven,' ok they knew of Peter's joui ney, 
when they ^aw him n'turo so suddenly 
and uhexpeiitfdly, cried out, Certainly 
the Loid has appritred to .Slimon, <r/»f he 
ufoWif, rtcrer have c-me had so sobn. (.See 
Lightfoot. Hor. Hebr. on Mark wi. 13; 
and Luke XXIV. 34.) Hut, had I'otei bceii 
one of the'.’e two disciples, it is no w.iy 
probable that, in thelbiire account which 
r.nke has uivcn of tills inattci, hap. 
xxiv. 13, ft* sej.) hisn.'imc would not have 
been iii<*ntioi)cd as well .as that of Cleo- 
phas, or that .i person of hivforwarduvb-^ 
Q 



§94 Jtisns apfiemsjlo iwo disciples, 

sti^T.. Now this account that Jesus was risen was Mark xvi. vl 
?^brougl.t to the disciples by the women soon ^Tter 
,!:;Q^his resurrccMpii, on the first day or the week; unto twooMhem, as 

(Appeared to <l‘ey walkei^ and 
'^ ' two of ihentf though in another fonrif or in a the comi- 

difTerent habit from what he ordinarily wore,? 
as they 'dere walking on the way, and going into 
the emnin/ to Emm'aus, a neighbouring vil- 
I3lage.‘‘ Jnd they voentho^xk directly, and told it 13 And they went 
to tho rest of their companions; yet they did not and told unto the 
all immediatelv believe them^ till at length he hev^d Uiey'^thwi*’*' 
appeared to all bis apostles together once and 
again* and gave them such convincing evidence 
as they Could not wjilistand. But tiiese facts 
are of so great importance, that we shall give a 
particular narration ol‘ each, .and first, of that 
which happened on the way to Emmaus^ in the 
next section. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

' Surely there is nothing in the whole sacred story which doe» 
in a more affecting manner illustrate the deplorable hardness of 
the human heart in this degenerate state, than the poition of it 
which is now before us. What but the testimony' of an apostle 


would have continued silent, and have 
left Cleoph.is to carry on the comerba- 
tion ns the chief speaker: nor does it 
Suit with the circumstances of the story, 
that after Peter’s going to the sepulchre 
had been related just before, it should 
be only spoken of m this conversation, 
(veisc 24.) as what was done, not by 
oneot themselves, but by certain of them 
that were with them ; or that it should 
be said, when they returned to Jerusa- 
lem, (ver. p3.) that they found the eleven 
gathered together;;, if one of those that 
returned belonged to that number, and 
was onr of these eleven. (Compare note 
l> oil Luke xxiv' .'34, § cxcviii. ^ 
t fir appeared to ixco cf tkm, &C.] The 
only reason which Masius has for suspect- 
ing, (Supplom. Critic. Vol. 11. p. 1788.) 
that Tills appearance was ditlereat from 
that which Luke describes, as made to 
the tw'o disciples that were on their jour- 
ney to KmmauSr^jitep. xxiv. I'l, dC ieq.) 
IS this the qcitha|moiiB of these two dis- 
c.'lil' ■: .ire repre^ted hdre by Mark as 
'll )T hi'licving the restirrectipB of Christ 
whon attested by them; whereas when the 
t vui dM ipIC'. from Emm.iubcamc to make 
tin.' u'port, tho rc&t, before they could 


tell their story, saluted them with that 
joyful declaration. The Lord is nsen m- 
deedt and hath appeared to Simon. (Luke 
XXIV. S4 ) 13ui 1 apprehend theic seem- 
ingly dillcrent atcuunts may bu lecon- 
cihsl, by observing, that various persons 
lit the same company weje viinoiisly 
impressed and that sumo of those to 
whom the travellers from Kmmaiis came, 
had, even after their stoiv was Told, 
some remaining doubts, oppeais from 
Luke himself. .See Luke xxiv. 37, 41, ^ 
cxcviii. and note » on Mat. xxviii 1 7, § 
ccii. 

•* Into tke-countiy to Einmaus, ifr J Kin- 
maos T^as a village about sixty fuiloir;'' 
distant from Jerusalem, we arc told 
by Luke (chap, xxn. 1.3,) and Joseplms 
give# the same account of its ‘-ituation, 
i'ell, Jud. lib. 7. cap. 6 (al. 2(3.) ^ o 
And therefore though they have been 
frequently confounded, this must hav o 
been a diffaent place from that wliich 
was afterwards called Nicopolis, which 
lay near the l-ake of Genes.ireih, at a 
much greater distance from Jbrnsaleni 
See Kel^thl. l*alsestiii. lib. ii. cap. v i p 
427, df «g. 



‘ Jtlejltrfioni on the ^disbelief of CHrist's re^^urrection. 

coijld Iiavc boon suflTicient to persuade us, that men yvlio had sec 
been but ii lew lioiirb before the witnesses of such an awful scene, 
wlio had hi Iield the an^el descending, had felt the earth 
bling, had seen the sepulchre bursting open. by a 
power, and had fallen down jn helpless astonishment and cbn- 
i'lision, perhaps expecting every moment to be tliemselves de- 
stroyed, should that very day, jea, that very morning, suft’er ‘ i 
\thc‘inselvc3 to be hired by a sum of money to do their utmost to \ 
asperse the character of Christ, and to invalidate the evidence 
of his resurrection, of which they were in elfect eyc-witnesses ? 

Nav, how astonishing IS it, that the chief priests themselves, 12 . 
ihe piilViic ministers of the I.ofd of host^;, could act such a part 
as till’!. ! 'I’hey hear thi^ full evidence that ‘he, that Jesus whom 
tliey had murdered, was risen from the dead , and they well 
Liiew and romemhereJ, that he bad hirnscdl put the proof of Ins 
mission on tins very fact; a fact to which ihe prodigies at his 
death, which they themselves had seen and felt, added an io- 
expressible weight of probability. Who would not have expect- 
tMl that they should have been alarmed, convinced, and humbled ^ 
that they should have turned the remaining days of the piissover 
into u public fast, and have solicitbusly sought out him v\lio was 
so powerfully declared to be the Son of GoJ, to cast themselves 
at his feet, and entreat his pardon and grace? But insp'ad of 
this, with invincible and growing malice, they set thernsedves 
to oppose him, and bribe the soldiers to testify a lie, the most 
tojiis dishonour of any that hell could invent. And surely, had 
not Christ been kept out of their sight and power, they would, 
notwiihstandmg all tins, have endeavoured to bring him down 
to tlic tomb again, on the veiy same principles on which they 
would have slain I.azarus after his resurrection, (John xii. 10) 

JSo true cl«)e.s it appear, in this renewed and unf*{)u'alled instance, 
that if men hear not Moses and the pj^nphtts^ ?ieiiher will they he 
persuaded tfioufih one rose from (he dead. (Luke xvi. SI.) 

No question but these very men, when pressed with the evi- 
dences of (dirist’s resurrection, answered, as succeeding infidels 
have presumptuously done, “ that be 'should have appeared to » 

“ them, if he expected they should believe he u'as rnen." 

But what assurance can we have, that the same prejudices which 
overbore the testimony of the sol'diets, might not also have re- 
sisted even the appearance of Christ himself? Or, .rather, that 
the obstinacy which led them to overbear conscience in one in- 
stance, might not have done it in the other? Justly thcrclore 
did God deny, what wantoiincss, and not reason, rnioht lead 
them to demand; justly did lie give them up to dishonour fhcit 
own uhderstandings, as well as their moral character, by this 
mean and ridiculous- tale, which brought men to testify vAhatl ^ 

W7.S done while thc\ \vi ic asleep. 



Jesvs appears tQ it9^,4^ciple$ as tkep go to Emmaus, 

^ijcxr' Th6 most that common sense could make of their report, had 
they deserved the character of honest men, would have been, 
f that tliey knew nothing of the matter. And we have a thousand 
times m ora re£^<on to admire the condescension of God, in send- 
'1n|^ his apostlii^ to these wicked rulers with such additional proofs 
and messages, than to censure his providence in preveiitfng 
Christ’s public appearance. May he deliver us from the treach- 
ery and corruption of our *own hearts ! May he give us a holy 
tenderness and integrity of soul, that we may see truth wlierJ- 
soever it is^ and may follow it whithersoever it leads us; lest 
God should choose our delusions, and give us up in his righteous 
judgment to believe a lie, and to think ourselves wirtc in that 
credulous infidelity, which isdestroying its ten thousands amongst 
us ! 


SECT. CXCVII. 

Christ appears to the two disciples on their may to Emviaua, and, 
having opened the scriptures to them, makiS himselj hnonn in 
breaking of bread. Luke XXIV. 13 — 33. — 


LUKE XXIV. 13. 

ftcT. farther account of 

. rtcvii. that fact which was hinted at in the close 
of the preceding section, of our Lord’s a|)pear- 
Itociv. disciples on a journey : and the 

13 ca^ was this. Behold, (for it is a very observ- 
able story), two of them were travelling that 
very day on whicli Jesus rose from the dead to 
a village spiled Eipmaus, which was about si vty 
furlongs, or somciVhat more then seven miles, 
l^from Jerusalem. And^ihey walked along, 
they discour^d. together (f all these ivonderful 
and important which Aad lately happened, 
and which could not but lie with great weight 
15 on their spirits. -And it eame to pass, that as 
they talked about the safiPerings and death of 
their beloved Lord, and the report which 
had been spread, tliat morning of .Iiis resur- 
rection, and argued the point together with 
visible inarks of the greatest concern, * Jesus 


iu?n xxiv.i 3. 
AND behold, tuo 
^ of Ihem went 
tbai same day to. a 
\illagc calKd £m- 
maii9, which wiu 
from Jerusalem 
uhi}ul threescore fur- 
longs. 


H And they talk- 
ed together of all 
these things which 
had happened, 

15 And it raiDC 
to pass, that while 
they cotnmuiicd to- 
gethety and reasoned, 
Jc.'.us himsL'll drew 


The word 

^'',1 -r (as Mr. West observes,) signifies 
iodiscuis, exammetOTtnijunetfi^eUier ; and 
it appears, from the connection, that as 
Iln-y were discoursing on the suflerings, 
and death, and resurrection of Jesus, 


the scope of their inquiry was, how to 
reconcile these events wfith what had been 
foretold concerning Uie Messialf, which, 
by the message that the women had but 
just before brought from the angels, they 
were particularly called to remember 



and enters into conversaiion with them as a stranger. 3%^ 

"heiA himself drew «f«r, as one come from Jeru- smtjf 

® * Salem who was going the sftn)e way, and'(rat>el-cw9iki 

led on with them. 

16 But their eyw that they might not pr^ntlv disICovef JjfS.' 
tif^ty ‘SuW not"'**® and be prevented by this mean's ' * 

know him. from expressing their own tlioughts with free- 

dom, he appeared to them in something of a 
different form and habit from what he usually 
wore ; (compare Mark xvi. 12 , p. 594.) and be- 
, sides what tnere might be of an uncommon vi- 
gour and majesty in his countenance, their eyes 
tvere so alfccted and restrained by a secret but 

f jovvcrlul influence on them, that they did not 
ook upon him with that attention and recollec- 
tion which might have been expected ; so that, 
on the whole, though they were some consider- 
able time in his company, yet they did not 
know him.^ 

17 And he s.iid un- Anfl /it’ joined himself to them, as it were by 17 
to them, What man- accident, and, after the usual salutation, said to 
lions are thc^e that ^hem^ May 1 in(|uirc what ate these maitei's 
yc ha\<5 one to ano- which ymi arc Conferring upon behceen yoia- 
inTare^Ld'j^ as you walk, and about which you seem 

to be so much concerned? for I perceive yoa 
to be very earnest in discourse, and see that you 
appear xeith a soi'rowful countenance. 

18 And the one of ^'tnd oiie {'f the two], whose^ name was Cleo- 1 
them, whose x\wiv phas,*^ unswi'} cd and said to him, Y’ou setnn to 
was cieopii >, an- [,(, ponje from Jerusalem, and’ though you may 
swciiiig, sai unto u,, f^ore than a stranger there, yet 

is it possible that you should he at any loss to 
know what is the subject of our conversation, 


(Compare I. like XXIV. 6,7, p, 386, and 
will. 31 — 33, p. ^56, 2A7 ) Accordingly 
when Jt'biis had inquired, \cr. 17, II hai 
a}gnmeiiii are these that ije are debating one 
■soith unnihei i (for bo Mr. West would 
render it,) this is the point he look oc- 
casion to illustrate and explain (ver. 26, 
27,) by shewing them it «as necessary, 
in accomplishment of what was foretold, 
that the Messiah should sutler these 
things, and so should enter mio his 
glory : and with this view he erpounded 
to them in nil the scriptures the things con- 
cerning himself. See West’s Observ p. 
69—73.) 

1* Ikeij did not know A/m.] A diftciont 
habit, and thcir having no expectation of 
seeing him, might, in part, prevent tlieir 
knowing him : yet, as it is said, thar eyes 
were ralnaned from knowing him., 1 am 
ready to think there was something more 


than this, e\cn some particular agency 
of God, to divert thcircycs from looking 
stcdfastly upon huh, oi so to afft-et thefir 
memories, as to render them incapable 
of rccoliecliiig who he was. Coinpaie 
Gciii XXI. Ibi; Numb. \\\i. .31 , and v 
Kings \i 17, 18. 

One of the two ’shosc name icas (Ire- 
pints'^ It has already been obseived, 
that Cleophas nns the {tamewith .Vipheus, 
the father of James the less and Judas, 
who were two of tiie apostles , ( Luke 
VI. 13, 16.) See note® on .loliii \iv S‘*, 
p. 44>1, and note^ on .lohn \ix 23, ]>, 
549- — Some suppose that the other w.is 
Luke, but Dr Lightfout eiidcaMims t<> 
pro\e it was Peter, (see notef on Mat 
xxviii. 15, p. 593.) It seen s nioie pio 
liable that he was not one ut die apostles, 
but might possibly be one of the iiunibei 
of tiie seventy, whose name is uneritau' 



' They tell him the concern^ th^ were under about Je^ us. 


‘sjscT. aivd what it is that gives us such concern ? Are Art thou (miy .i 
the only person that sqiow''ns in Jerusalem, ?om"“arid" ha<!t "not 
*iuke< unacquainted with the extraordinary known the 

XXlVi thinffs ^ which hate been done there in so public to 

18 a manner within these few days, that they en- Jg^^J***'** "* 

gross the conversation of the whole city ? * 

19 And he said to them, What are those things 19 And he baid mi- 
that you refer to ? And they said to him. Those to them u hat ' 
that relate to Jesus, vvlio was called 

Aazarene: a man who was a prophet or the most cernmp .itsu»of .Na- 
illustrious character, and greatly powerful both zareih, whii h was a 
in actions and m words, for he wrought Seed'aiid^lumM 
most astonishing miracles, and taught the most fy,e Ood, .iinr.iU tiu' 
instructive and excellent doctrine, which raised peoi»le; 
liim to the highest honour before God, ami oU 
the people oi Israel, among whom he publicly 

several moiulis and } ears; And 20 And how the 
have you not then heard, how our chief priests prie«.ts aiuinm 
and rute.nddiwcd hm up lo the Roman go- 
vernor, and compelled him by their importuni- drath, ami ha\c du- 
ty fo pass a senUrue oj death upon him, r/«t/so eifimihnn . 
2\crucificd him between two robbers * *And tins But we uust- 
must needs be an unspeakable affliction to ns, * ^ haul 

who are two of his disciples; for we not only nMicrmod Israel: 
thought him a Messenger from God, as the old and bcsidp all this 

lirophots wore, tmt av verily hopM that he hud “jv^nic^ihcsMw".' 
been the IMessiah himself, ev«.n the very person were (JoiK 
who should hate delivered Isruclirom the power 
’ of their enemies, and have established the long- 
expected kingdom of God among us ; but now 
we are read^ to gi\e up all our hopes ; for we 
have seen him on a. cross instead of a throne ; 
and besides. ail Mcjc' melancholy [occurrences], 
though he had given us intimations of his rising 
again on the third day, yet this is now the third 
day since these things voere done, or since he 
was condemned and crucified, and we havemot 
yet received any convinoinjfevidciice of his be- 
22 mg risen from the dead. It is true indeed, some ‘^2 Via, 


women among us, of our society, have greatly sur~ 


and ror- 
i^onicn alsu ol 

. - - 1-1 mnUe 

prist d US with an account they brought this us a-^tonibbed, which 
morning; ,w.ho tell us, they were very early at were early at the 
the sepulchre in which he was laid, with an in- *“ whtn they 
23 tent to eiribalm him ; Ami, not having found found not hw body, 
his body there, they came away in liaste to ac- 

** Are vou the nnl>i person that soiournttr is the emphatical im{»orf of*the oncinkl 
Jciu'tttem and li unacquainted, Sc*:. ^ Thu ^'tponnyfi; — < ii *>>( '-/.j.;, fivc- 



xcho had been crucified^ and wai 7Wii} reported lo jbe alive. 


thpy came, saying, 
that ■iii?y had also 
J scon .1 vi'iion of an< 
gels, vtrhich said that 
lie was alive. 

2 i And certain of 
thoin which wcie 
ivith us, wont to the 
sepulchre, and found 
en so 3!) ihe wo- 
moil Mid, but 
him they saw not. 


2j Then ho said 
■unto them, O fools, 


- quaint us with it ; mxd. besides this, they say^ sect,::, 
' that they saw also a visioTiy or apparition of ««-cxcvjw. 

who affirmed him to be alive again, 
some otlier strange and extraordinary 
? stances. ^ 2 Ly ^and some men too *(?Ao were with 
us, of our own company, wetit themselves to 
the sepulchre, and Jound [zV] to be even so as 
the women had said, that is, that the body was 
gone, and saw the funeral linen laid in order 
tlhire; hut him they did not see: though wc are 
informed that since we left the conmany, some 
women have come to them, who amim that he 
has actually appeared to them himself, and de- 
clared that he was risen, and would shew him- 
self to bis disciples: but still we have received 
no certain proof of it ourselves, so that as yet 
we know not what to think of it, and cannot 
but be under great concern about it. 

J7id upon thisour Lord, without discovering 2^ 
who he was, said to them with some waimtli, 0 


® Ami say that tkrif saw <iUn a iimn qf 
According to tlic order in which 
the story is digcbted in the pieccding sec- 
tion, tho Women did not come to the dis- 
ciples with tlie report of wh.it tlu y had 
seen between tho nppear.iiKf; of tin* an- 
end that of ( hrij.t to IhciTi, Imt bad 
first seen both, and tlierefon’ riinsi un- 
doubtedly base iiieiitioiied both - it may 
however be coiiiJiidud, that (as Luke 
says on their n.taluig what thev had 
SCen/ier IJ, thh wards seemed ta them 
as (in idle iuhy and then believed them nofj 
these Iraieller-i might apprehend that 
what the w omen took for an appearam e 
ol Christ, wa3atmo-.t but a vision of an- 
gels , (as some imagined with respeet to 
Peter, Acts XII. 15 ) and wliatis added 
in tlie next ver^e, with relatiuu to the 
men theie spoken of, {hut him they did 
not iee,] in.i> perh.ips imply, that the 
women pretended also to have seen Jesus 
hirnsclf. — But 1 am now inclined lo ac- 
quiesce in Mr. West’s solution of this 
difTieuity, who supposes it was .Joanna, 
and the other womsn with her, who only 
saw the angels and did not see Jesus, 
that came with this report to the disci- 
plch before Mary Magdalene, and those 
to whom Jesus appeared, arrived with 
the account that they had seen the Lord. 
For notwithstanding it is certain, that 
Mary Magdalene, on Christ’s appearing 

I 


to hci, went ami acquainted the diseii 
pits with It, (Mark xvi 10, and Jol.u 
XX. 18 .),vet, as they inigbl he iii»\v .i-.- 
semblcd together by Peter and John at k 
dilTereiit place from that ubeie &he inia 
with Peter bi fore, it is no way nrpiob.t- 
ble, that by Mary’s going lo Pctei - 
lodgings, who was now gone to on ei tliv 
disoipK-i elsewhere, oi by home otfu r ac- 
cident unknown to us, .lo.itiua and lliose 
with her might get thither first with tlu; 
report of tbeir ba\nig seen av^ion r.l .ui- 
gels, who had declart d that .lesiis w as 
alive. Immediately on heanng winch, 
some men (of whofia it is piobabic J’l. 
ter might be the first) went away to the 
sepulchre, and found ^iiigs in ibe same 
Olveras the women said, but liad no higbt 
of Jesus. On whose return, the e two 
disciples that were going to Knimauh left 
the company, and though ns they were 
scitiag out, -ome might iiitorm them, 
that a repart wah bruughi bj Maiy Mag- 
dalene and some othei woiuin that they 
had seen' the t«td, they might'be as back- 
ward* to believe it, and a,s ready to im- 
pute It to the power of irnai^ination, as 
those in whose presence the i-epoit waa 
made. — I am obliged to Mi. West for 
this view of the matter, which re]iicsent'. 
It ill a clearer light than any othti soliciiie 
proposed before^ ^ee Wcm’s (Jb>*civ p 
106 . 107 .) 



600 , H& opens zokai tb^ ^ripiures had foretold of Christ j 

sfec^. ye thoughtless [a-fattimf] and slow of heart to andsjow of heart to 
pxevii. hflieve all the things that the prophets kr^e sofre- 

and dearly spoken;^ which, if you had Ln '* 
attentively considered and believed them, would 
,*'^6 prevented this surprise! Was it not ne- 260 nght nf)t Chn^t 
cmary^ in. order to accomplish those sacred 
oracles, “ which testify before-hand the suffer- inlolui giory^’*^'^ 
j “ ingj of Christ, and the glory that should fol- 
‘‘ low,” (I Pet. 1 . 11.) that the Messiah should 
suffer all these things ^ at which you are so much 
stumbled, and [jo] hy his rising from the dead 
should enter into his glory f 

21 And \\iiTei\poh beginning front the writings 27 And iK^^nming 
of MoseSi and supporting liis discourse with the ct* 

authority of all the prophets,^ he interpreted to JoScd’unto thnii 
ihem^ in a much clearer light than they had m all tho scripture-,, 
ever seen them in before, the principal things concerning 

which either had been typified or were fore- ‘ 
told concerning him in all the scriptures. 

28 And by this time ike u drew mar to the til- 2 s And thry drew 
luge whither they were iravelling; and when mgh unto the m 1- 
they came to the house where they designed *i»Jiicr iht'vr 
totarry, Jesu,, like one.lbat uas a stranger, “"jj 
began to take ins leave; and making no ofter to have gone fuuhcr 
turn in with tliem, lie seemed as if he were go- 


f 0 tkiiuyufets creatures^ 6cc ] Thewurd 
a»8ij79i u by no nican> of so bad a stmud as 
tliatof /t'o/i, by which we translate it. 
(seunote"' on Mat. v. 22,Vol. 1. p. 217.) 
Yet as Dr^jiillock justly observes, (in 
Ins v'mdiektion of Christ’s Kesurrectioo, 
p. 174 ) it the prophhcie-, of the Old 'Pes- 
taincot bad been (as Mr- Collins pretends) 
only allegorici^, there could not have 
been room for web a heavy' charge of 
stupidity against these disciples for not 
undorbtanding them. It ib, by the vay, 
very weak up Mr Collins, and some other 
deists, to urge the (j/ ChriWs 

Jnenih to believe hie re^ufredtont as an ar- 
gument that the pi oofs of ft wara deieO- 
tne ■ on ttic contrary, as llishopCtiand* 
Icr well rephcb, (m his^Vindication of 
Chnsiiaiiity, p.i 4^', 46,) thcir believing 
afterwards c^ffstl the greater weight; 
for it remoy^t^ suspicion of a cullu 
siou betwdhn< Christ and them in hn, lit\> 
time, and also implies ad Impartial exa- 
mination df the faot, and the strength of 
those proofs that vanquished this incre- 
dulity. 

K Beginning Jiom Moses, and all the pro~ 


pketi,] It lb no way necessary (with Mi. 
Mode m bis iiigeuioub di-toourbc on ihc'-e 
words) to suppose, that Clirist’s guflei- 
logb, re>urrection, aud exaltation, au* 
cath of them distinctly foietuld in each 
of those parts of the sacred w rilmgs u hich 
arc mentioned here. It ib enough, li 
Moses gi ve4i some intimations Cuiu'erniug 
him, \v'h}cb succeeding piojdictb carry 
on; and if, when all their testimonies 
are taken togcthei, all these events aic 
expressed by some one or uiber ui tliem 
It was very unbecoming the chuf.ictci 
of an honest writer, \o represent our 
Lord as here attempting to prove hi^ re- 
surrection from scripture; which Mr. 
Collins pretends to have been the case. 
1 he precise point ii^, view piaibly was, 
to convince them, that there was uo rea- 
son to be scandatued at the death of one 
whom they took to be the Messiah ; not 
ill general to look on the report of- his 
Te^urrection as a movbtrous and incredi- 
ble tale. 9ut that he was ac’tuallj^ risen 
was to be proved another way, which 
accordingly our Loid immediately used 
by discovering hunself to them. , 



md goi^g in with tkcniy in breaking of bread they kimo him. 6 (^ 


) 2*3 But they con- 
/ jstramed Ui[n,!ia> in^, 
rAJjide with us j for it 
* iV towards (‘\eniu?, 
and the day is far 
spent. And he went 
in to tan y with them. 


30 And it came to 
pa^s, as he ^at at 
meat with them, he 
took hi I ad, and 
blessed ?/, and bi akt, 
and >ca\e to them. 


And their pves 
were opitud, and 
thiy knew him, and 
h<' vanished out of 
their Jiij'it, 


•3J And they sjM 
one to aiiotl'Ci, Did 
aot onr heart burn 


ing farther^ inteiidin^r indeed to do it, if he seot. 
were not prevented by their request. Bui they cxcvii 
even compdltd htvi by their friendly importuni-^"7^ 
ty to jro in with them,'* saying, Let us prevad'';^y 
upon you to continue this nigiit with us, whereat) 
we assure you of a most hearty welcome : and 
as indeed we are so greatly delighted and edi- 
fied with your company, that we cannot part 
w'itli you, it may also be inconvenient for you 
to travel much farther ; it is oavf lonards 
evening, a7id the day declines apace, dnd he 
complied with their request, and went in to con- 
tinue with them. ‘ 

And it came to pass, as he sat down to iableSQ 
with them, he took a cake of bread ; and though 
he oiilv appeared as a guest there, he assumed 
tlie office of the head of the family, looking 
up to heaven, blessed, or gave thanks over it; 
and then brake it, and gave [/V] to them, just in 
the nianniT he had formerly been used to. 

And they were so surprised at this circnm-3l 
stance, that they now looked upon him more 
intcnily than they had done before; and their 
eyes were then opened,^ and, to their unutterable 
astonishment and joy, they knew him, and plain- 
ly saw that it was Jesus their dear Master: and 
as they were preparing to acknowledge him <is, 
such; he suddenly lu’came invisible, and with- 
drew linn hIJ from bifore them in a rnoinem.'^ 
uind liny surd one to another, How strange is 32 
it that wc should discover him no sooner! Sure 
we might easily have known him even by that 
inimitable spirit and energy in bis discourses, so 
peculiar to himself; for did not our very hearts 


** T/fty compelled Jim &c ] (tmigbtbe 
rendeu'd ihtij pimnl him • (nee nob' 8 on 
Luke M\. 3, p 1*7.) KverybudycuMly- 
af'ej. how litil ' rouiii thpjc* was for any 
projicT couipulaion in such a case ax this. 
Prubaidy one of lh<’m dwt’!( at Lminaits, 
or ihcv w(ie goiii^^ i< an inn, or tu '■ome 
frioiid'b bouse, where they could use the 
freedom to intiuduce this unknown 
straii^i'i, for whom ihry had so high a 
verioiatiuii. 

• 'Jneir pj/fi Keif oiiencd.'\ I see no rea- 
son tooiicludc («iih< ra'Iock and i.rcn- 
iiius,) that his uiid'-itaking this office of 
« bicaking brcald, or (with others ) that 
.. '•ome {lecuilar^'K'l]Oll or g(*s>ture in per- 
' forming It, was the ^tiling: that made 


the discovery. (Soenote*»on \er Id.) 
The evangelic stiongly iiitiinatcb, that 
the mil aciilo'is inllueiico, will! li before 
presented their knowing him, wa^ re- 
uiuved, though the other eirciiinstancc.. 
mcntioued inmht awaken tlu^m to more 
attentive nb'tenatiun 

Became •nv|..ible, and ioUAdiew him 
frlf from be/ire them.] Erasmus justly 
ultseise'., tliat the word vann/icf/ lead', the 
iniiid to think of the person vanishins^ at 
a meie'spf'Clre } he would tlieicfoio ren- 
der ifthth as we have done. 

B(/a al'U obscncs that a<n' is more 
CNprcssive than ai;7oi;, and signifies our 
Lonl’t being teuaiaicd froiA ihcni b. a 
swift and sudden mol ion 



^2 Refleclimts on Christas interview 

SECT, glow, and burn within m.?,* while he ms talking witWa us, ^iviiiie he 
cxcvii. to ns by the way^ and while he was opening the wi5^**a*lu!*rhlirhe ■ 
scriptures to us 9 opened to* ‘us thfl/) 

And they were not able to conceal such good scriptures? 

3 inews, or to defer the publication of that which '^Jhr "fame ^o-ir^ 
Svould give their brethren such a holy transport aJd returnal ° to 
as they felt in their own breasts ; antt therefore, Jerusalem. 

Jate as it was, they presently rose up from their 
unfinished meal that very hour^ and with cheer- 
ful speed returned to Jerusalem^ and told it to 
the rest of their companions ; (compare Mark 
xvi. 13, p, 594.) among whom they had soon 
after the pleasure of seeing their Lord again, in 
the manner related in the next section. 

IMPROVKMENT. 

Luke How delightful a close of so melancholy a day to these pious 
xxiv. travellers! A day surely long to be remembered by them and by 
13, 14uvj I They were on a journey; but they did not amuse them- 
selves on it with any trifling subject of discourse. Their hearts 
w^erc set upon Christ, and therefore their tongues were employ- 
ed in speaking of him. And behold, Christ himself, the dear 
15 theme of their discourse, makes one among them ; he enlightens 
their eyes and warms their hearts, and at length makes himself 
30, known to them in (he breaking oj bread. 

So may we often be speaking of Christ, from the fulness.pf 
our hearts, when we go out, and when w^e come in! So may he 
still, in some degree, join himself with us in spirit, guiding our 
souls into Divine knowledge, and animating them with holy love ! 

'I’hey bear an honourable and just testimony to that great 
Prophet whom God had raised up for them, as mighty before 
him both in w'ord and in deed. But they knew not how to see 
21 through so dark a cloud : their hopes were almost extinguished, 
and they could only say, We trusted this had been he that should 
have redeemed Israel. Pitiable weakness! Yet too^ just an em- 
blem of the temper which often prevails in the pious rilirid ; 
when the Christian is ready to give up all, if deliverance does 
not proceed just in the method he expected. Yet was Christ 
even then delivering Israel in the most glorious and elTectudl 
manner, bjji^ho.se very suflPerings which gave them such distress. 
Fcrily art the God of Israel, and the Saviour ^ when thou 
art a Gdd that hidest thyself irom us. (Isa. xlv. 15.) 

^ Thd not our hearts burn within us here, have ff'aS not out heart 

This reading js fjT more expressive, as veiled'* flTc.— Compare Psal. xxxix. 3. 
well as far more authentic, than that of and Jer. xx. 9. 

'Onic copies which, instead of ^uii9fjL^\ri 



ivith the Vtvo dikipileSi % 605 *’' 

I In fjiiijiful fncndship, and with a plainness well becoming bis scut,' 
Jlrtire, the compassionate Redeemer .upbraids them with tlieir cxrvii. 
(‘lowness of heart to believe these things, when they have re- 

I '' 1 !• I - ° ' *^.1 vcr, w 

Vcivod line upon Ime, precept upon precept, concerning them. 

How justly do wc fall under such a rebuke in many instances! ’ 

J.ct us then humbly say, Lord^ increase our faith f (I.uke xvii. 

5.) . • 

We slioiild reasonably have thought ourselves happy in an op- 26,* 27 
porUiUSty of hearing or reading this discourse of Jesus, in which 
ill* throw such lustre on the prophecies of the Old Testament, 
and proved that, according to the tenor of them, it was neces- 
sary that the Messiah should thus sulfer, and so enter into his 
glory. As Providence has denied us this sJitisfaction, let us 
however improve this general and very important hint, that Mo- 
ses and all the prophets speak of these things. Let us delight 
to trace the heavenly beam from its earliest dawn, and to ob- 
serve how it grew brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. 

May the bless(‘d Spirit, by whom those mysterious predictions 
were inspired, so direct our inquiries, that every veil may be 
taken oil' fiom our eyes, that we may see Jesus in the Old Tes- 
tament as well as in the New ; and see him in both with that 
lively fervour of holy affection which may cause ojjr hearts to 
biiri) wiihin us I And oh, that we may especially find that, when 
sve surround kis table^ he snakes himself known tons in hnakingoO, 31 
of bread f in sueli a manner, as to fill our stjuls with all Joy, as 
well peace in believing f (Rom. xv. 13.) 

SLOT. CXCVIII. . 

The two diiciples reinru to wake their report to the apostles, 
and while they are together^ Jesus appears to them the evening 
after hi '< resurrection. MaikXVI. 14. Luke XXIV. — 33 — 

43. JohirXX. 1!)— 23. 


5T LUKE XXIV.— 33. 

^Ni> [thVy] i')uiitl JT was observed before, concerning rieophas 
the if.it In r- and liie other disciple, to whom Jesus liisco- ' 

Kmniaus, that they unincdi-' 
aioly arose and returned to Jerusalem, to com- 
muiiirate the joyful news to their brethren there. « 
yifid now when they came thither, they found the 
eleven ajmstles assembled and others with them, 
who, before these two could begin their story, 


* ’r/if}/ fttuxtl ihr e^fven apohtlrs assertf Lnko hfre c-illt them the eletea. though 
ilid \ As Paul n Cur w b) calls the Tlinin.n, the elevciitb person, «as dt»*nit, 
's,t;oniii,niy ol 111' '.ipostlesMr/uc/i;*', iliough as eMdeiiily appears troni John .\\ C. 
'lulas^ the tMelith person, was dead ^ so m Uie next section. 



• *604 The M'o disciples tell the apostles what they had seen. 

s«cT. were cajrer on their part to inform the travellers 
cxcvm of the satisfaction they had received since they ( 

went out : So that, as soon as they appeared, 3+ Saymj, The 
XXIV. ‘•'.ey several of the company saying, ^ 

34Witn one voice, O brethren, here are good tid- simon. 
ings, which will make your hearts lean within 
you ; for the Lord is risen indeed^ and has him- 
self appeared to Simon Peter, who is here pre- 
sent to testify the truth of it.** 

35 ^nd the two travellers declared how easily 35 And they told 
they could believe it, and recounted the things the and how 
[which had happened] to them in the way to Em- hi knoun ofthem 
iiiaus; afid how^ after many wise and affeclioaate m breaking of bread, 
discourses, he was at last knmm by them in the 
breaking of breads as they were sitting down to 
supper. But notwithstanding these repeated tes- 
timonies of the resurrection of Christ, yet there 
were some in the company, whose prejudices 
were so strong, and theii; faith so weak, that 
they did not believe either Peter or them,*^ (com- 
pare Mark xvi. 13, p. 594.) though most of them 
were convinced (as they bad just declared)’ that 
the l.ord was risen indeed. 

Maik J?idq\\kk\y a/terwardSf as thei/ were speaking Mark xvi. u 
of these things among theinsclycs, while they 
were sitting at supper, himself appeared ucapiicarcd uutotho 

to the eleven, who were then altogether, except eipven as, they wt at 
one of them. And this appearance was attend- 
ed with some remarkable circumstances, which 
shall he now related. 

John It was then on the evening of the same day on 

which he rose from the dead, [which was,] as we at eienmg, being the 
have before observed, the first day of the week, first rfay of the week. 


1^ Anti has appeared to Simon Peter ] 
None uf the evangelisti mention any 
thing of tlic circumstances of lhi<) ap 
pearance to Peter ; but it has been ob- 
before, (note § cxcvi, p. 593.) 
tliat the apostle Paul expressly refers to 
It, 1 Cor. XV. ^.—'Ilie same apostle like- 
wise mentions an dppcaramxi of Christ 
to James; (ibid. ver. 7.) Yet, as nothing 
is said of h^iff^aving seen him that day, 
it miich^l^Qislies the credit uf th^ story 
whicl\4e(bm'givcs ua from the gospel of 
the Naxarenes, that James had vowed to 
cat nothing after the paschal supper, till 
Jestis atose; on wbmh account our Lord 
appeared first to him. None of the apos- 
pp's seem to have had such a firm expec- 


tation of Christ’s resurrection as must 
have been the foundation of suc’b a vow ; 
and the order in which Paul mentions his 
appearance to James does very ill suit 
with this story.— Probably Peter was the 
first man, as Mary Magdalene wan* the 
first woman, that was favoured « ith the 
view of our risen Saviour. 

« Some— did not believe, &.C.] Mark 
expresses it in a general way, (chap. xvi. 
13.) that tkmf weni and told it unto the re- 
sidue } neither believed they them • but we 
are undoubtedly to understand these 
words with such'alinnitation as in Urn pa- 
raphrase. Sec notes or>Mark "xvi. 1!J, 
page 594; and note » on Mat. xxviii. 17,^ 
§ ccii. , 



Jestts appearHo the apostles wken the doors wer^A 


' then the doors were 
''jut, where the dis> 
CipIcB wore aSkem* 
'olcd fui fear of the 
«fws, eame Jesus 
[hiuiselijand stood in 
the iiiid<^t [of them,] 
and sjitli unto them, 
Peace be unto you 
[Lukc-xxiv. — 3G.] 


even when the doors of the roon>) where the dis- sect, 
clpies were gathered together, were shut, and' •"’“'‘vm. 
fastened on the inside, for fear of the Jexes ; as 
they did nor know but some officers of the high-.xxl ia 
priest might come to apprehend them on tbii 
scandalous pretence that they had stolen away 
the body, which was now publicly laid to their 
charge: it was, Isay, at this time and place, 
that Jesus himself on a sudden came in, open- 
ing the locks or bolts by a miraculous power •,'* 
and he stood in the midst of them in his iisiiil 
form, and said to them, with a mild voice and a 
gracious aspect, All peace and happiness be ««- 
tuyou: thereby graciously intimating, that he 
forgave their former cowardice, and would still 
continue to treat them as Kis friends, though 
they knew in their own consciences they had of 
late behaved themselves in a manner unworthy 
of that character and relation. 


U'Kn XXIV. 37, 
liuttlu’y were tornfi- 
id .ind .iflnglitod, 
and supposed that 
tlioy bad seen a 
spirit. 


3S And he said 
unto them. Why aic 
\ c troubled, and why 
dll tlioii^lils aiisc in 
your hearts ' 

59 Behold my 
hands and my feet, 


But ihe^ were greatly amazed and terrified at Luke 
this sudden unexpected appearance ; and as they 
knew the doors of the room were shut, and 
in the ‘present hurry of their thoughts did not 
immediately reflect upon the proofs be had so 
often given of his Divine power, or on the evi- 
dences they had hut just before received of his 
resurrection, some of them suspected that what 
the^ saw was only a spirit, or a mere airy phan- 
tom, and not a real body. 

And he said to them, Why are you thus per- 38" 
plexed and troubled at the sight or me, and why 
do these doulitful ami unreasonable suspicions 
arise in your hearts, as if it only were the ap- 
pearance of a spint that you have here before 
you ? Behold viy hands and my feet, which for 3 9 


‘iji’iw.t himself came in, oppntng the 
liicks or bolts by a nmaciilous power.] 
Dr. \Vallis(on the Sabbath, p 2J) )th-inks 
llie evprcsiiioii of the doors bting shut in- 
tends no muri’, than that what follows 
happened ;n the evem^q i\.hen the doofs 
are med to be <thui up. But, as the doors 
arc said to have been shut for fear of the 
Jews, It strongly implies they were fas- 
tened within ; and tliatall that nashese- 
in miraculous, Was ihc causing them, as 
of themselves, to flv open, and shut again 
>ei\ suddenly. — KIsner has shewn, (Ob- 
'fn' Yol. I p. .'351.) that this is some- 


times spoken of by some of the pagan 
writers, especially those who may be 
suspected of copving: from the evange- 
hsis, as tliectfcctof a su]>ernatural power 
attending the appearance of their deities, 
or other e^tiaordmary persons, among 
them. — The argument which the Papists 
bring from hence, to prove thivt two 
bodies may be in the same place at the 
same time, and ronscquently one in 
(liilcrcnt places, is so evidently built 
upon an absurd interpretation of the 
clause under consideration, as not to de- 
serve any farther notice. 



‘666 lie ca^ztHth thenfy and upbrdidsthem xvith their unbelief. 

1* / 


S.ECT. your satisfactipn still retain the scars of those 
cKcvni. wounds which I received on the cross, to cori- 
viiice youjthdt it is I myself and no other: 
X^iv. Mhdk jwc, if you please, and see whether this 
59 be not really a solid and substantial body : for 
you know that meie spirit or phantom Z/a/A 
noi fesh and bones as you see me have, but is 
only an empty form presenting' itself to the eye, 
yet eludmg the grasp of any hand. 

40 ylnd saying this, he shcxced them hk hands 
and his feet, and even the mark uhich the spear 
had left in his side, which appeared like a large 
wound, newly, though perfectly healed : ® and 
several of them, and among the rest John the 
beloved apostle, who records this circumstance, 
had the curiosity particularly to examine it. 
(Comparc 1 John i. 1.) And the disciples there- 
fore •were exceeding s^lad, as it might reason- 
ably he expected they should be, wheyi fhey 
thus sd'W the Lord, and learnt by such infallible 
tokens that he was really alive. 

And for their further satisfiiction, xvhen [some 
of ihem'\ were so transported, that the) asiptbe- 
; lieved not their own eyes for joy, and were so as- 
tonished that they hardly knew where they were, 

1 he said to them, Iluie you any food here left, 
i42tiiat Imay eat with you ^ And they gave him such 
as they had, even part oj a broiled fish, and of an 
honey -eamb, on which they bad been supping 
43]ust before. And taking [zV], he eat before them, 
that thus they might be fully satisfied that he 
was actually alive, and had a true and real body. 
(Compare Acts x. 41.) 

Mark -^dnd when Ac had fora while gently upbraided 
XV i. i4 and reproved them for their unbclitf and for 
the hardness of their hearts, ihal they had not be- 
lieved the repeated testimony of those "who had 
alr(‘avl \ wen himsinee hewas risen from the dead, 
and that, even after his own ajipearance to them, 
they shoulii be capable of entertaining any fur- 
ther doubts : Then, that they might be satis- 


th»t it is I myself 
handle me, and sec/: 
for a spiijt hath nyt 
fleGih and bones, sis ) 
ye see me have I 


John 

20 


I.iiko 
x.xir.. 4 


+0 And when Ik- 
had thus spoken, he 
shewed them tn^ 
hands and Jm, feet 
[and hii side ] [John 
XX 20.— 'J 


.Toiim XX.— QO, 
Then weic the disci 
pliS pflad when they 
saw Uic Lord. 


T.nKB XXIV 41. 
And «liil() they j.i 
belie\cd not tor |os , 
and wondered, li* 
said muollieiu, Has e 
yc here any aie.at > 

4'2 And they pave 
liim a pictL (.f a 
bioiled (ish, .md of 
an honey- comb. 

4') And he took 
and did eat btloie 
them 


Mark XVI — 1u 
And file] nphraided 
tie in with thcir iiii- 
bilul, and l).irdne.<;s 
111 lieait, lieeaiee 
they InJinvi d not 
them whicli had scm 
him after he was 
risen. 


21 


fietl that he had graciously feirgiven them, Jesus 'nicu" said Jcmis tr 


Ffi' \krMil litem his hands and hi<s fict, to the disciples of the trulli of his lesnr- 
I'lo'iaoly Uiuse marks were retain- region; though indred without th.it 
■ d III hi.s body when raised fiom the dead, additional eireu instance, the evidciur 
I n p'li pose to gi\C the jjrc.iter .salisfadion might hare been very satisfactory. 



He renews their commission as apostle^ 60 ? 

therti again, Peace 4? said to them agairif Peace be unto you : may all sfct, - 

r« S “a? mV, prosperity and ha|jnmt!,s attend ypu ! Js [wyjcxcvtn 

even so 1 send you. Father sent me^ anti gave me authority to act 

his name, so also I send you to act as my apostles, 
under the important character of my ambassa- 
dors to the children of men. 

And when he Jnd saying thisy he in a solemn manner breath- 22 
had said this, he Upon [them]y and suid to than as one that had 
tta-iV Divine authority, Receive yd the Holy Spirit, 
Kcceiveju'ihli Holy take this as an earnest ol what you shall Uirther 
I’host. receive not many days hi'iice: fur thus vill I 

shortly breathe out the nnrAcnlous influencos of 
iny Spirit upon yot , in a ureater abundance tlian 
you have ever yet received them, to qualify ugd 
•»') Whose soever furnish you for this important oflice; In 23 
sins yo remit, they conscqueiice of whicb, whose soever sins you 
ate remitted unto q or shall declare to be forgiven, they 

ever sms jc retain, are reunified and forgiven to them; [i/wa] ichose 
ihcy are retained, soever [i/ns J /yoM shall retahiy orsfiall pronounce 
to he unpanloned, they are assuredly retained, 
and their guilt lies upon them: for you shall 
have a power, not only of declaring what is law- 
ful or unlawful under the gospel dispensation, 
but also of sending or removing miracnlons 
punishments, and of discerning the spirits of 
men ID sueli perfection, as to be able with cer- 
tainty to declare to particular persons in ques- 
tion, whether they be, or be not, in a state of 
* pardon and acceptance with God. (See note*' 
on Mat. xvi. 19. vol. I. p. 48>.) 

And after this discourse with his disciples, 
at his first appearance to them, Jesus departeil 
from them for that time, and left them to spend 
the rest of the evening in those delightful ex- 
erci.ses of devotion which this gieat occasion 
, had so natural a tendency to inspire. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

With pleasure let us echo back the words of the apostles, and l ute 
join ill that glad iinthem which so well suits ^ resurrection-day, 

7 ’Ac /.ord is riset>, he is risen indeed We owe our daily praises 
10 God, for the abumlant demonstration he has given us of so 
important a fact, for every appearance of Christ to his disciples, 
and for all the infallible tokens by which he shewed himstlj to be 
alive aj ter his passion. (Acts i. 3.) 

lie came with peace and blessings in his mouth; he came to vcise 
d^iierse their fears, and to assure them of his forgiving lovc.^h— 4i 



r 60 S Reflections on Xjhrist'$flr$t appearance to the apostles. 

SECT. IJow Strong were those prejinlices which so hardly yielded 
qxcvin.such convmcing''proofs ! And how rich was that grace which 
condescended to overcome them ! 

Christ bfeaihed on the apostles, that they might receive tlje 
Holy Spirit. May he also breathe on our souls, and fiU us with 
that glorious and Divine gift, which, if it qualified the apostles 
for tlicir extraordinary office, n)ay much more furnish us for the 
coipmon duties of life ! May we try our state by the characters 
which they hate laid down in their inspired writings; in which 
, sense, among others, we may assure ourselves, that, if ihey have 
23dechred our sins to be remitted, they are remitted: and if in- 
deed they are so, we need not be much concerned by whom 
they are retained.. Vain and arrogant men may claim a des- 
potic power, which 'God never gave, and which these words are 
^ar from implying But, whatsoever be the sentence they may- 
pass, tkeyxchftm Chd hlesseth^are blessed indeed. (I Chrori. xvii. 
527.) May we always esteem it a ven) small filing to he judf^ed 
pf man's judgment^ {I Cor. iv. 3.); pitying rather than resent- 
ing, the rashness of those who claim any such discretionary sa- 
cerdotal power, as can give the real penitent any alarm, or the 
impenitent any encouragement to continue in sin! 


SECT. CXCIX. 


Christ appears to the eleten a second time, a week after the former , 
particidurly offering to Thomas, u'ho had before been ahtcuf, 
the most sensible proof s of his resurrection. John XX. 24 — 2‘>. 


cxcix. 


.Tolin 


JOHN XX. 24. «,v.VX!!4 

sFcT. '^yjT ntenlioned in the last section Christ’s JJl T rimni.>&, one 
appearino to his disciples on the evening • 

'of that (lay on whicli he arose; hut it is farther 
xx."k to l>c observed, that Thomas, ove of the iweUe, )v.u.ca.nc; 
wdio was also called Didiymu>, or the twiu bro- 
ther, u'as not with at that time wAcw 
25frtwc. Th<’ other disciples therejore, as soon as 2*; The other ilis- 
ihey met with him, Uld him, in a transport of 
joy, JVc have seen the Lord wun our own eyes, ,i„. | ,„,i ,^1,, 
and co^squeutU can have nt) farther doubt he said unto them, 
of the. mtlli of his resurrection, for he has con- 
dcNcended to slicw us the very marks of r|iose 
wounds li.’ received on the cross. But he utid 
to ' them, Tills is a matter of too great import- 
ance lor me to btdieve on any report, even on 
y.durs; and more' is ncccsaary to convince me 



'Thomta^s unbeli^ vbefcotne. 


(Sog 


except 1 shall see in 
tiis huods the print 
of the nailst and put 
iiiy iingcr into the 
punt of the uaiN*, 
and thrust my hand 
into his side, 1 will 
not beliti e 


26 And after 
eight days again hU 
disciple's were with- 
in, andThDiiiiis with 
tlicin : iken Came 
Tc)<iis, the* floors be- 
ing shut, and stood 
ui tho midst, and 
said, Peafic be unto 
A on 


27 Then saith he 
to . Thomas, Keaoh 
hither thy finger, 
and behold my 
li.inds , and reach 
hither thy hand, and 
thrust it into my 
side- and be not 
faitlilcsa, butbcliev- 


'26 And Thomas 


of the truth of it, than merely, a transient sight sect, 
of mine own eyes; for, unless 1 shall evident tv 
see in fas hands, as yon say you have done, 
mark of the nails, and more than that, shall 
put my finger upon the very mdivulual mark of 
the nails,* and put wy hand upon the very scar 
made by the spear in his side^*^ I mil mt by 
any means, or on any testimony wliatsoever, be- 
lieve his resurrection. 

And, as there was a great degree of faulty 26 
obstinacy in such a resolution, our Lord left him 
a whole week under the perplexity winch it must 
necessarily give him : but af!}fr eight days, or on , 
that day .soven-nigbt from our Lord’s rising, his 
disciples mere again xi'ithin doors as before, and 
Thomas was with them ; JesuS came to 

them again, the doors being shut and fastened, as 
in tire former in‘itance ; and suddenly throwing 
them open, and in a moment shutting them 
again, he stood in the midst of them, and said 
as ill Ins former gracious salutation, Peace be 
unto you l 

And then, to let them see that he wars not un- 27"^ 
acquainted with what had lately passed among 
them in his absence, as well *as to convince the 
over-.scriipulous discifilc, he said to Thomas, 
Reach forth thy finger hither, and'behold, .md 
examine my hands ; and reach thine, hand hither, 
and put it on my Ade , ^ and be not incredulous 
any long(T, but believe on this evidence at least 
which addresses itsclfat once to so many of thy 
senses. 

And Thomas, overwhelmed at once with such 28 


And ^kall putmy iui ^er vpmibemnrl Ihf gwVTid ; and tif tuv (T-uke 

of ihe I am sCfisiMr, ii might w. 2'l,)vpon huhand. Se(* Di Slc\enion 

spcm mure elegant, with the Pru'>'s/an ag.'iimt WouUtou on Chnsi’s Miiadcs, 
tran'lat irs, to wa'P tho repetition, and p. /34 

to render it, and put m<j fingt-r iulo it; ‘ /\W/i forth hih'ct, S.c ] Tt 

but, on fartln-i ichectinn, there seems to i*. observable, that Spino/a liiinseif i ould 
be a beauty m this rrpetitiun, which ad- find out no mme plausible obiection 
niiiably rcprp<5fnts Ihe langnatre of a against thi‘> evidence of the resurrection 
positnc man, declaring again and again of Christ, than to sny, that the dis''i))lc*v 
what he iiHii-ted iiponj which 1 have vicio decened in what they' 'inagincd 
therefore embavoured to express lA the they saw, heard, and f^ltj (\ie de t'pwi. 
paraphrase, in term', which sucii persons p. 32.j which, if punted, woo'd ht* iii (f- 
nfien use, feet to allow that no men co Id be com- 

And pvt mu kavd upifn hn f/V7r,] So petnit jinlges of any lad whatsocier re- 
1 would choose to render il, r.ithrr than latiiig to their own seiisalions, and coii- 
/;;s agieeable to Dr. 'Stevenson’s sequenlly would overthrow all human 
just criticism, that Iicic signifies up- testimony in courts of jiidicatiiie and 
<m ; as ti; tiiv y>iv (John viii. 6.) is upon elsewhere. 

VOJ. 11 2 R 



010 Happy are they xvho have not seen and yet believe, 

tiicr. abundant demonstration, and such Ijuinble con- answered and saw 
cxcix. desccnsion, fell under the conviction in a mo- aJJd'^nlyG ’ 
nu'nt ; and, instead of entering on any farther 
scrutiny ,*’ answered ami said to hwXy in the ut- ' 

* "^'most transport of astonishment and - joy, My 
I.ord and my God > as if he should have said, 1 
do not only novr acknowledge thee to he Jesus 
my Lord, infallibly risen from the dead, but I 
> confess .thy Divine knowledge and power, and 
prostrate myself before thee, as the great incar- 
nate Deity, the glorious Emmanuel.® 

, Jfsus _says' to him, 7'/iomas, thou hast believed, 29 .lesus saith un- 

becaui^e thou hast seen me, and hast received Thomas, 

these sensible demonstrations of my resurrec- 
tion ; and it is well : but still more happy are behoved . bicsted 
they u'hohave. not seen me themselves, and \yet} «« ihat have 
have believed on tlie credible testimony of otliersj i"ayp\Sved 
for they have shown a greater degree of can- 
dour and humility, which renders the faith it 
produces so much the more acceptable.* 

IMPROVEMENT. 

VefAs. most evidently see in this instance of Thomas, as well 

in many circumstances of the story mentioned above, how 
far the apostles were from being rashly credulous ih the im- 


^ Instead of entering on any farther 
sorutinv. ] It ib not,baid that he actually 
tvuched ike 'MuntU, and ourLordaflerwards 
.says, (\er. 29 .) that his belief was built 
on siyht, Which bcems to intimate, that 
this « (uidescdiisiou of om Lord, together 
with tlie additional evidence aruing from 
llic knowledge which he plainly bad ^ of 
that iiiireasonabh ^ niand which Thomas 
hid made in h msence, quite overcame 
him: a turn- nind exceeding natural 
to so frank ' ' mper as that of lliuma^ 
appears to liavc been. 

' M)f lardy andnvj God!'\ The irrefn- 
p.ible aiguinerit arising from these words 
ill proof of the doitv of our blessed Lord 
(which 60 many good writers have stated 
at large), cannot he evaded by saying, 
that those wor<i|^*re only an exclamation 
of siir}" ise^ 'a^ if ho had said, iiml GW, 
M it indeed itivs f for it is expretily de- 
<-laicd, ho 'poke these words to him . 
ami, no doubt, Chii-.t would severely 
h iv'c reproved him if there had not been 
I II I reason to address him tluiii. 

f IfaJ'pj arc they who haic not tfcn, and' 


yet have Micved.] If it be queried. Why 
a ^eatcr blessabie^i is pruiifiunccdon those 
who believe on more slender evidincc; it 
mav be answi rcd, that our Lord by no 
means intended to a-seit, tli.it everyone 
will) helievci wifhout \tcin^, it, happit'i tlrm 
anyone helievm^ on scjit , for llieii the 
meanest Christian now would be tiioie 
happy than the greatest of the apostles, 
but only, that where the elh eis of tlut 
faith were equal, it nigutd gicatui Sim- 
plicity, candour, and wisdom, to} itld to 
reasonable evidence wiihout seeing, ili.m 
could be argued merely from hav mg be- 
lieved on bight after sufTieient e\ ideucc 
of another kind had been propo-'^ed. li 
was therefore in eflfect telling Thomas, 
" It would have been more .icccpUhlu 
“ to him, if he had nut stood out long:” 
and It was doing it in such a inannci ns 
would be most calculated for the com- 
fort and onoouragement of believers in 
future ages, to whom, in many of his 
speeches to the apostles thcmbelves, our 
Lord expresses a most obliging and \\ 
fectionate regard. 
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portant fact of Christ's resurrection. It is aoparent, they erred sfct. - 
in the contrary extreme ; yet our gracious Lord condescended exeijr. 
to satisfy scruples which were carried to an extravagance. 
rciicvu'd his visit, and at the same time renewed his salutation 
too. Pt‘,acc be nnta yon was still his langiiago*; nor did he only 
speak, hut aOt, as one who wished it, and was determined to 

-.o'Vpit. 

What jieace must it administer to* tliC mind of tliis good man, 
when iV.i Lord said, Reach hither thy Jinge\\ and behold my on 
hand'^, and reach hither thine hand ^ and pulpit on my side; and 
he not Jaith/csSj. but believing f IjJvidently^iJul he herehv shew, • 
not only th.ii he was risen trom the dead, ifct that he eircum- 
stautially knew those events which had passi*(l in his hodily ab- 
n^iu c, and needed not human intbrmatfon. 1 et us then ever be- 
hav(; om selves as in the presence of Christ. Let us act, and speak, 
and think, in .such a manner as may bear his inspection ; anil 
struck with llicse united dt^iiionst rations of wisdom, power and 
grace, let ii.s prostrate ourselves before linn, and say, Our Lard^ 28 
and our (rod > thus honouring the Son as U'e honour the Fat ha , 

(John V 230 aclonng the indwelling Deity through this 
uni of Hesli, in whicli ii has been pleased to enshrine itself, and 
kindly to attemper, though not entirely to conceal, Us rays. 

. Thoiigh we have not rliosc sensible manifestations which were 
granted to Thonids, let it suffice us that the apostles were the 
appointed ivitnc'ises id ii\[ thvse things; and u hut they saw with 
their cyeSj and their hands handled the nord of life, that have 
they dtclared untu us; (I John i. 1, 3.) T/'t us thankfully rc- 
c<‘ive so convincing a testimony . Let us shew an upright and 
candid mind in accepting such evidence as the wisdoni of Ciod 
has seen fit to give us ; remembering, that a truly rational laitli 2d 
is till' more acceptable to God, in proportion to the difficulties 
wliieii It IS able to surmount', and that tlierc are oeculiaf l)lcs.s- 
iiigs in stoic for tlicin loho have not seen and yet ht’'' believed, 

SECT. CC. 

Christ discovers himself to Peter and set eral other disciples at the 
sea oj Tiberias, while they were fsfiing there, John XXL 
1—14 

joiiv xxr. 1 . , JOHN XXI. i. 

^FTER these time after these things,* between the 

last jjitcrvicw be had with the apostles at 


^ .‘?nme time after (Jrotius approi)Siti<,>n of that society, .os a -reeable 

Utiukt tlii'j wiiult ohapioi uiittcn by to tlu’ relritKjtiS ubteh they had iieird 
'inou* eldt'ii of iho chiircli of i-.plWsus, fiomilie mouth of St Jubn and l.i, Clorc 
111(1 added to t)io rest ot Ui« book by the tolloiis .iiin m thi;8 ooujoctuie ■ but J>r 



612 Jesus appears to seceral disciples as they were Jishing, 

sect. Jerusalem, and the public appearance which he thinifs, Jesus 6tieive<^' 
cc. afterwards made to* the whole body of Ins dis- again to the 
ciples, Jeiu» mnifesled himself again to the of TiULI and'on 
Kxr. 1 . (triples, at the sea oj ’liberias^^nedii' that moiin- UjU ui!*e shewed Im? 
tain in Galilee wlfere he had appointed to meet - 
them: (Mat. xxvni. 16, sect, ccii ) And the 
manner m which he now manifested [himselfl to 
them ^as thus ; 

2 sSimon Peter ^ a/id Thomas who was called \ 

Didymus, and Nathanael ^\\o was. an inhabi- S;d“lh"ma" oalw 
tant ojt Cana, a towii^ ip Gahle^ often mention- Didv'nus and Na- 
t'd in the foregoing/ history,** and also the [two JJ®,'*?*'* 
of Zebedee, .fames and John, and two other or 
oj his disciples with thcMii',*' were one day toge- otherui lusdibcipks,. 
iher in Galilee ; whither they were returtied by 
Christ’s direction, to wait for the accomplish- 
ment of what he had promised, that they should 
see him on a certain mountain in those parts, 
and where they expected in a few days to meet 
with most of their brethren. (Compare Mat. 
xxviii. ver. 7, 10, sect. cxcv. and ver. 16, sect. 

3ccii.) And while they were thus waiting, 

Simon Peter, that their time might not lie iOn sfy 

their bands, and that he might make some pro- untu him, W« niso 
vision for his own support, and for the enter- thee, ^ey 
tainment of his iriends, .tow fo them, 1 will go nn- 

a fishing ; ** and they say to him. We also will go mediately, and that 
' along with thee, and give thee what assistance 
we can. ffhsgy went out therefore, and imme- 
diatehj ship, and spent not only that even- 
^ ing, but “all the following night, in throwing 
their nets ^ but- though it was properest 


lUilI has taken pains to invalidate it; 
(Prolcgom. p. 249.) and the, beginning of 
ver 24. destroys the force of Orotnis*s 
argument from the latter part of it. .See 
notet on that Ier^e, at the close of the 
next section. 

Afl/A««ap/ qf Cana in GVite?.] There 
no doubt but this Nathanael is the per- 
son meiittun 0 ^efore, John i. 43. — Dr. 
T.ightfoot, Heb. on Mat. x. 3.) Mr. 
Fleming, Vol. 11. p. 176 ) and 

some other^^ tak. 9 -biin to have been Bar^ 
tholomew ihe^ apostle, ball think they give 
I’o conv incing reason for* that opinion. 

•' 7b»o othuT of kisdiidple^ ] If is indeed 
Mnuertain who these two disciples were; 
thoiigh l)r. Ligbtfoot conjectures they 
'icrf Andrew and Philip, (Hor. Heb. in 
4 -c.) which IS not improbable, as they 


were both inhabit.snts of Tlctli aida, iiea» 
the sea of Tiberias. (John i 44) It ib 
however a strange arguiiipnl ageinst it, 
to say, ** that John must be one, thoiigli 
he is not here mentioned,” uhen he is so 
well known to have been one ot tlic soiib 
of ^ebedetj, who are numbered heio 
among those that were pre'Cnt 

^ / will go afis/mff | It appears from 
this story, that several of the apostles 
wore now returned to Gaiilee, where 
Christ had appoinlilsd to meet them; 
which shews that the discourse, (Luke 
XXIV. 49, sect ceil.) in which our Lord 
commanded them to continue at Jerusa- 
lem till the I My Ghost fell upon them, must 
come in after this chapter, and not be- 
fore It, as it is placed in many.^r 
monies. 



He fils their net, and they discover idw he teas. 
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ijight they caught no. time for fishing, yet they cafght nothing worth '>tcT. ' 
the mentioning. / fc, 

4 But when the And when the morning was now come, 

“m”'." o-.isTbK.don ••'Ppeared and a/omi upon l/ie shore, nevert/iekss,-^*^ 
the shore: but the tin; discipj^s, who had no expectation ot seeing 
dibcii)ies knew not him there, being at some distance from him, 
that It wabJesus. -j. ygj perfectly light, Anew not 

5 Then Jesus saiih ^hat it Was Jesus. Then as they approached .5 

hi™ ’‘0^ to 'V'«. you onv 

They .iiiswcrfd him, thing to eat, my lads? you taken fish 

No. enougfi to furnish out a^mi^l ? 7'kei/ amxvered 

him, No; we have btfcn tolfiiig here ail night in 

6 And he said un- vaiii. /hid he said to theh, Let me then ad-c 

n'tontrigMsSe to Mrtia; thh net on the rigl{t side oj 

of the siiip, and ye the ship, and you will undoubtedly find [somea\ 
shall find I'licy cast And willing to try at least whether this stranger 
Soy wr’o n'ff .Tic Conjectured riglit, Mey threw the net tkenjore 
to draw it for the as he had directed them ; and now they were not 
muUitudc of iishes. able to draw it up into the ship again, on ae- 

emnhoj the miillitiide of fishes which they, liad 
inclosed in it.^" 

7 Therefore that JVif’w John, that discipk whom aJesus 

lovcd*^ ^Taith” unto when he saw such astonishing suc- 

Poter, itiatheLoid. cess after all tlieir fruitless toil and disappoiiii- 
Now when Simon ment helore, say,^ unto Peter., it is undoubtedly 

»TT.Si.il'cK.i^t ‘'’'® ocMsioii renewed 

hii lisher’b coat that niiracle wliidi he wrought in thy sliip some 
/»/7?, (for he wab n:ik- years ago, when he first called us to attend 
r ^ f I- x.xxiv.) 

nimseli into the MM, ,, , .. . ' 

oumm Peter tnerejore hearing hi^ say, with 

the appcar.ince of such good reason, that it 
was the Lotf^ was so transported, that he im- 
ined lately girded on his coat, (for he was in a 
manner naked, have nothing on but his iiiner- 
garuientjt) and threie himself directly into (he 
sea, and swam to shore, that he mioht pay liis 
earliest duty to his dear Lord, anti testify his 
joy in the condescending visit he was making 


«■ Ihctj lucre not uile to diasu it up into 
the shii) again, I'his was not mcre- 
Jy a domonst ration of iho power of our 
Lord, but i kind providential suppl} for 
tLcm and ihoir fumilieb, which might be 
of service to them when they waited af- 
terwards in Jcnibalein according to his 
order : and it wab likewise a sort of em- 
blematical representation of the great 
success which should attend llwir at- 
t tnpt'! to catch men in the net of the I'os- 
pcl '^’^mparc Luke v. 10, Vol. I. p. 190. 


' In a manner naked, leaving nothing on 
but bib inncr-garmcBt.l It is of griMt 
iinportaiico, ill order to vindicate scvl al 
stones in scripture, which the ignorarn « 
or malice of Bomc modem u i iters biu. 
cbargri) indecency, to ibscne, that 
among the Jews, (as |G!iotiiis and m.'iiiv 
olherb have bliewn) they were said to be 
nakfd who had only an under garment 
on Compare 1 Sam xix. 24; 2 Sam 
VI. 20, Isa. XX. 9, 3 ; and AcU wx. It' 



614 They come ashorf^ and eat with him. 


sUfT. them. yi?id the'^pther disciples, making the 
cc. be^t of their way, 1‘anie to him as fast as they 
'coiil^l iiL'ifh the boat, drawing the net [fult] oj 
^ 5^15 alter them ;for they were ml far from the 

land, but about two hundred cubits, o^oiic huu- 
drecl yards. 

9 jis soon then a? they came ashore, they saw a 
fire of burning coals hid thucc, and fish 
Lid upon it, and a sufficient quantity oi bread 
at Innd ; which .Ics^fjiad miraculously prepar- 
ed, that they miglj( ^s('L' how easily he could 
make provision for p\en when they were 

(losiitiito of the 6rdinarv means of supply. 
lOAnd that due notice also Alight be taken of the 
miraculous drau^iht they had now made, Jesus 
said to them. Bring liither of the fish 

1 1 which you have now taken. And Simon Peter 
went nhoard, and, with the help of his brethren, 
drew the net io land; and it was full of great 
fishes, winch, upon taking the number oi them, 
they found to be no less than an hundred and 
fijty-ihrce ; ajid though they were so many and 
so great, yet the net was not broke. 
r> Then Jesus said to them. Come [fl/n/] refresh 
yourselves,^ after the fatigue you have liad for 
so many hours. Jnd none of the disciples pre- 
sumed to a<ik him, fVho art thou ? or took upon 
them to inquire how he came thither, or whence 
he procured the provision he then offered them ? 
w'cll kuoztnng that it was the Lord, though lie 
coir>ersed With them in something of a distant 
manner, but left him to proceed in his own 
way, as judging it most respectful to leave it 
to him to direct the discourse to more intimate 


8 And the other 
disciples came 'in a 
little sliip, foi tlK'y 
were not far from 
land, but it wcic* 
tiro Imndn d » ubit^,) 
dragmiii> the net 
with litlies. ' 

9 A- « 0 (>n then :r, 
thej wf'ie romt; to 
land, Ihev s<i». i lii" 
ol roahs tnoie, and 
hhh laul thereon, 
iiiid bit-ad 


10 Jesii*. sailh iiii 
to llieiii, Ml mg of I he 
iKli which ye h.»\c 
nou caught 

1 1 .Sirnon Pctci 
went lip, .iiid drew 
the net to l.ind full 
of irieat fishes, an 
hiindrctl and fifty 
and Ihroe * and lui 
all theie win so nia- 
n\, set wa^ not the 
net bi. kon 

1'3 Jesus sailb un- 
to Miein, C'onv and 
dine. And iioiio u( 
tilt* divciplt'H diir'.i 
a'^k hiivi, Who art 
thou > knowing that 
It was the I.oi (1 


and particular subjects, in sucii a manner, and 
by sucli decrees, as he should think fit ; which 
be presently after did. and taketh 

\[i Jesus therefore came and took bread, as the bic.id, and gi\eth 
master of the feast, and, having blessed it, as 
he used to dp, gaie [i^] to each of them; and mnow the 

likewise ga^thein some of the broiled fish. thud umc th.-tjesus 
14 And this^lilMis now the third time that Jesus him-.cif to 

shewed himself to such a number of his disciples lKr*’w,»s nstn 
at^once,** after he was risen from ike dead, and from the dead. 


% Com‘^ and refresh iiourstlve!>.'\ Sol uses ntf.rav tn signify a inmmngs mtnl 
rhoo.sf to render the word ra- '* Thq third tme he shr.^vd. himself in 

Iher than thiv , as lijiner simictiines bin. h a number, ^'c.] C'rotivi^ cxptS4r\§ 



I * 

Rejections on Ckmt's appearance at the sea of Tiber 

it was atLonded with some very rernarkahltj aiifl sner; 
instructive circumstancesVwhich will be parii- 
cularly mentioned in the’ next section. 


IMPROVhMENT. 

CjijUisT first called these drsciples when they w'ere employ- ^'r- 
ed iri the duties of their proper professii)ii in life, and he now 
manifests himself to them while they jj/ere so cn^aj^ed j pc*r- 
haps particularly intending thereby to encourage an honest in- 
dustry, in which indeed we arc far moroXlikJbly to enjoy his pre- 
sence, and to converse with him, than we throw away onr 
time in idleness and inactivity. I ' ’V 
A while he leaves them to labour in vam, that wlien the plen- 3— C 
tiful drauglit of fishes came, it inignt be ilic more remarkable*. 
Soinctnnes he may deal thus with his iimnsters, in their endea- 
vours to catch, men ; that we may be convinced tlurebv, to 
whose power we owe our success, and may not sacrijme to onr 
own nety or burn incense to our own dra^, (Ilab. i. Id.) 

All the disciples rejoiced at his appearance; but Peter was 7 
the foremost to cast liimsolf at hU feet. Conscious that so muck 
had been forgiven him, ho is solicitous to shew that he loves much. 

(Luke vii. 47 ) 80 may the remembrance o( our miscaiiiages 
work upon u.s, to make ns more vigorous in (’hrist’s service, and 
to inspire us with such zeal and affection as many leaters muj/ 
not be able to quench, nor the floods U) droicn ^ (('am. viii. 7) 

I.et us not imagine this miracle was merely intenfled (01 adc- n—l 
monstration (jf Clinst’s Di\ me power over all that passe fh through 
the paths oj the sea ; (Psal. vin. 8.) it was also the woik ol wis- 
dom ami bounty. By the sale ol so many large and fine fishes 
a seasonable provi.sion was made for the subsistcnce-of his dis- 
ciples at Jciij^alcin, while they were tlicrc xvaiting for the des- 
cent of ike Spirit. (Luke xxiv. 4 y.) Let every circumstance 


this of tlir’ fluid dmt of liis iippeaMilOc ; 
toi h«* hdil lirst 'appo.irc(l to se^fral oH 
the (l,^y ol rC'iinro< Uon , Ihon, afUT 
eight d.iys, he eairje to his diseipU s, 
when Thomas vas preseiil ; and now 
again hr shruTd hiinsrlf al the st.i of 
Tibrnas And ii is plainly necessary 
that tin* words should lie understood with 
come siirh limilali 11 , to make them con- 
sistent with the .'icrounts given by the 
other angel 1 st s and St. Paul, vbich, 
when laid together, will prove that this 
was indeed at lo.ist the seventh appc.ir- 
ance that .rc*-.iis had made ftince Ins re- 
.snrrcetion. For he appealed first to 
Mary Magdalene, (Mark xvi. 9.) , and 
then to the women as they returned 
^^om the sepulchre, (Mat \x\iu. 9.); 


after this lie was been of Pctei, ( 1 Cor 
x\. 3.), and then the s.ime d.i\ !>y ihr 
two d'soiples that were going to Kiii- 
maus, (Luke xmv. 1 — ni ) ; and ag.vni the 
banip evening he appeared to the disoi- 
ph's when ihomas was .ahsnit f.lnlin y\ 
19); on that day bo\i’ii'Uii;,l)t hr appear- 
ed to the olevcn wlieii 'Ihoin.is was with 
thrm, (.lolm xx aodnow afttr tlicst* 
things hr shewed himself a sevrnth time 
to the diHCip'cs at the sea of Tibrn'is 
(Johnxxi. 1 ) — Hut. as John hiui particu- 
lar! v mriitioni'd before, llv* .\j)p<'aian<'rs 
w'liirh Je.sus made to bus discijilrs wlirn 
they w^ere together, (.lohn w 19 STi ) iL 
seems niosl reasonable to conclude, th.it 
he reckons this the third as rein ring 
these 



did Jesus ash Peter if ke loved him^ and bids him feed his lambs, 

\ ' 

SECT, of this kind encourq^e us to trust him, as the Lord of nature and 
cc. of grace, “who will \itiitiold from us no necessary supply of 
either, wliile we are making it our humble and faithful care to 
promote his glory. 


SECT. CCl. 






Christ discourses wkh iPeter at the sea of Tiberias, and gives a 
remarkable prop/L^iconcerning the death of that apostle. 
John XXI, 15 — 2/. " ^ 

w . . JOHN xxi. 15 . JOTS XXI. I’). 

«tr. ^mEN^hncftre they had made a plentiful S® 

meal on this kind provision whicli Jesus“"to Simon Peter, Si- 


had supplied them with, there happened some 
XXL 15 circumstances in bis succeeding discourse with [3 tVc*ir> 

his discipies which may be worthy of mofc dis- untoium, Yea Lord ; 
tinct notice ; and particularly this : ,/esus said i^no«'e«t that i 
to Simon Peter, Simon M of J,mos, dost thou 
love me more than these do r® Or wilt thou now lambb 
maintain that thou hast such a zealous regard 
’ for me above any of thy brethren, as thou once 
didst profess, when thou saidst, that though all 
should forsake me, thou wouldst not do it ? 

(Mat. XXVI. 3!3, p. 477.) He saith unto him. 

Yea, Lord, thou knoveest that 1 love thee sincerely, 
though I presume not to say more than any of 
iiiy brethren [Jesus'] said to him, \{ ^rt, feed 
my larnbs:^^ and as I shall favour thee so far as 


* Dnst Ihou love me more than Ihete do ?] 
Till' firigiiial i^ords, ttXhov t»7uuv are am 
Liguoiis, .ind, boeidus the Beiiso I have 
gi\en them, they si£[nify, Post 

ihou lu'ce me more than thou loveit itme 
nets, and other instruments of thy trade; 
SjO as to pieff'i my serMceto .toy aurldly 
advantages ? In this sense Dr. Whitby 
explains them, audai'irucs for it from this 
ooub deration, that others Peter could 
not iiave appoali^d to < hrist, that he ijltd 
thus lu VO him; since it was impusmble 
for him exactly to judj^e of thb propor- 
tion between hvr to ('knt and that 

of hts brethen. But that learned com- 
mentator did not observe hew modest* 
ly the reply a^} listed on that head. 
Peter only answers,' Jeo, lord, f or msured’ 
/y, tjinl,) fkou kno-ufst that 1 love thee; 
but does not nAdt mote than these. -And 


this beautiful circumstance in the answer 
shears how much he was huiiiMed and 
inipraved by the renicmbranee of his t.ill 
^ feed my tambs J Tlie paraphriive^^slie ws 
how fair a sense may be pi\cn to tlit^e 
words, without suppoMiig tliev invest 
PeUr with any siieh distinguished nu- 
thorUy in the church, as, contrary to the 
III tst convincing .irgumoDts, tlu* I'npists 
suppose, and make this supposiiion the 
corner-stone of the r Babel. Belhirmin’s 
distinction betwen lambs and .sheep, as 
signifying the Uity«nd clergy, is very 
trilling, nor can any example of the like 
distinction be produced. It is much 
more natural to suppose in general, that 
Uuobs here, (as in Isa. xl. 11, and many 
other places,) may signify the weakest 
of the dock, which, by the way, u U bv 
no means to be taken for gt an ted tb iiCthf 



He thride renetos the question mtf the charge. 6 % 

to commit my church, in p^, to thy apostolic s«ct, 
care, remember that the mjjA acceptable way of ccc. 
expressing thy love to mej be by taking care ‘ 
even of the weakest and feeblest of iny flock, xxi. i 
16 Hesaith to him And, to' impress this with the greater force 
“P“" again the second 

iQ\cstthou me? time^ ^imon oj Amas, doi/ Mow indeed 
saith unto him, Vra, love tne ? He amwers *atm as be had done fee- 
fore, Vea. Lord, I appeajto thee for the sincerity 
saith unto him, Feed Of re^^ard which 1 hJ|'ejto thee, tnoxi knoio^ • 
oiyshuep. ’ 6 that 1 tx\\\y lovc to him 

again, Feed then m^, A^<"4with tenderness and 
care, and thereby jdemoiistrate the truth of 
thine affection to me. 

n He Muh unto And, that it might never be forgot by him, it 
Simon, itni of Jonas! O'* wcre present, hc sai^s to him the third 

io\cstihoii me? Pe- time, Simon [^ow] oJ Jonas, wilt thou abide by 
ter was grieCtd, be- vvhat thou hast said ? Dost thou truly love me, 

htm^the^tinni time” thine bear the severest trial ? 

Lovebttkuiimc? ^nd Peter was exceedingl) grieved, that he snidto 
he said unto him, /idu (he thifd time, Dost thou love me aHiuI he 

lihLMti.ouTrow- '?''^ with great earnestness, My dear 

vst that I io\o thee. Loi'd, thou hiowcst all thijigs ; thou seest the 
Jrsusi saith unto him, very hearts of men, and, seeing mine, thou know- 
leed my sheep. j mdeed love thee ; though my late 

lamentable fall might justly bring it into ques> 
tion, and my repeated denial of thee rcMidcrsme 
worthy of such a rebuke as this repeated incjuiry 
implies. Jesu^ says to him, Well, Peijer, I ac- 
knowledge thou dost indeed love me^ and know 
howto dnstinguish between frailty and ticache- 
ry ; and tliereiorc I not only own thee as a dis- 
ciple, but confirm thee in thine apostolic office, 
again requiring thee to feed my sheep; and be 
assured, that I consider thy zeal for the ediiica' 
tion and comfort of my church, as the most ac- 

laity always arc. So that, on Ihc n hole, oipia, being tbe diminutivo of apvn, $ig- 
this argument for the I'ope’s supieinacy llJtle^ Ihe least 0 } my lambs ; and, if we iii- 
Sfc-ois almost a? contemplihle a-, that terpret this as an intimation of the c5re 
will h some wrltol^ of that eommuuion which Peter, as a migttUrof Christ, w.it 
ha>e drawii fiom tht>e words, to prove to take of little children, it seems per- 
that heretics, though piiiiccs, aie (o be fcctly congruous to the wisdom and ten* 
put to diath by authority d>'rii''d fmm dcinogeot tbcgreatShepbcid of Uici^laep, 

Pcicr, hcraiise feeding the liock implies to give so particular an injunction 0011 - 
a power of killing woKc'^. (See I'ovir's cerjiing it; as I ha\e shewn at large in 
Philos ('oniint nt. '* ol. I. p b2.) — 1 shall my Ti u Sermons on the Power and Grace 
•Illy a^d, that some ha>c observed, that of Christ, Serui. \ n. p. 176, thsea '2d ede 



' (JlS Peler is told i^yzchai death he should glorify God. 

• 

sccT. ceptal)J(? token tlwu canst possiibly give of thy , 

cci. love to me. 

And indeed thovy' Shalt approve that love, not Verily, verily, 
ICU%""'y '’y by suft-rings too; for re- 'j;™; 

n/y, verily, I say mito thee, and \voukl.bave thee younK, thwi gndest 
to remcmbcT it as what shall surely cotnc to pass, thvwlf, and waikedst 
that Mou a ma«, ihon 

girdfnyselj, avd walk\^hout without cotitroul, be old, timn shait 
whitheiwver thou wouldst; but vo ken Mozt btreteh .jorth thy 
groven old; thou shall )/strefch out thine hands, ""‘J, 
maanuther shall giril In^, as a helpless prisoner, carry ^hiUier 
and at length shalLteryr^ thee whither Mew tho-Zwonldst not. 
wouldst not naturally incline to go, even to those 
sufferings to which flesh ^and blood have the 
strongest aversion ; yet 1 know that, notwith- 
' standing tliy late miscarriage, thy love to me 
will bear thee through all. 

19 And this he said, sis'ni/ying and intimating by This spake he, 
what kind of death he should glorify Gnd; name- Slrshi'ul.iKb! 
ly, that he slioula suffer martyrdom, and die nfy (>oii Andniun 
with his hands stretched out on a cross. And, had spoktn thus 
having said this, yet faiiher to illustrate and cx- 

plain It, he says to him, Follow me then, as I 
now walk along, and shew that thou art willing 
to conform to my example, and to follow me 
even to the death of the cross. 

20 And }*ffer did so with great alacrity ; but 

turning about ; he saw that other disciple whom Ihedlsciplewhomjl*^ 
Jesus loved, s\\M\y following him, m humble susiuvpdVollQ>nng ; 
token of, his readiness likewise to siilFer the 
greatest extremities in the service of so dear a 
Master/^ , Now', by tiie way, it may be recol- 


® U hc}i thou art utoun old "[ Petei’s 
rrurilixKiii issaid to have liappeticd about 
forty yoais aftei this; but the titncis 
nut cxacliv and curUinty known. -> 

J Silently lolloivi/ifr him, in budibte to- 
ken of his readiijcss, A'r J There IS. a spi- 
rit and tecideiiioss in thib plain pa^saite, 
Mini'll I can iie ei read wiUiout the most 
^ensiblc einotii^. Clii.'>t orders Peter 
to follow liiia^m token of hi'' riadioess 
to be c'liioinea^q his caiixc. John stays 
not for the call : he rTses, and follows 
too ; but he says hot one wuid of hislu\e 
and his zeal, lie chose that the action 
only should speak that, and when he re- 
ruids this circuiii'>tancc, he tells us not 
what th.it actum meant; but with great 
"simplicity I elates the fact only, H line 
and theie a generous hcait that, like liis 


own, glows with love to Christ, *ic«s and 
rmiiiaics it, be it so; but he is nut soli- 
ejtons men .should admire it. It was ad- 
dressed to hib Mabter; and it was enough 
that be imderslood it. — And can any one 
be himself base enough to imagine that 
such i man could -.pend his life in pro- 
moving a pemiciuus falsehood, (for such 
in the ‘^cc(md edition of the ninth of niy 
ten sermons, 1 largely prove the aposto- 
lic testimony to be, if it were a false- 
hood,) and at Ia.<it. in bis old age, when 
his iclibhfiir every thing but goodness 
and immortality was gone, ivould so so- 
lemnly attest It, as he dues in the (Xiri- 
cliision of In'- gospel ^ May CJod deliver 
every one that reads this, from a head so 
f.italiv beclouded by the corruptions 
the heart ' 



Peter inquires what should beco\^e of John. 


niiirh alyi leaner! on lected, that this was the apo^e John, for whom sv,cTir\ 
T a>eciiliarj^ness, who also at 

is he that betiayeUi the paschal supper lay tnmif /mom, and said 
to him, Ijord, who is he that will betray 
hunl Jithl S fherefore 2 l ' 

Lord, and ^viwt ifiall ol),serving this disciple, and seeing him follow 


Jesus in the same manner as he did himself, 
thouoh he was not calleJ to it, says unto JegUs, 
Lora, what [shall] thisyman [do,] and what is 
to hecomc of him ^ Mifit he, who is now fol- 

I • I - . P • i l-l ^ iV • 


this man do ' 


lowing with me, parti^e^fi the like sufferings, 
and 111 like manner testify Ids love hy dying for 
thee? I 

‘22 j.-'vft <;;mh \in. Jesus savs to him, Is that any immediate 22 

>K> ’tarrv*t lU I'como! of thine, Peter ? // 1 will that he tarry, 

what I, Um‘ t. then ’ or continue alive, till I come in power and grej^t 
follow lUou me. glory to execute the judgment I have threaten- 
ed on mine enemies’ what fw that] to thee, or 
to any one else? Follow thou me: mind thou 
thine own duty, and endeavour topiepare for 
thine own sufferings; and pry not with a vain 
curiosity into secret events wdnch may hefal 
liim, or any other of thy brethren. 
nn'^abi"o.Thin!m^ as this answer w'as not rightly under- 03 

tht*”bnihiipnrThi? ^t«od, this saying therefore went abroad among 
thiit disupit' shci.ifi the brethren, or ihe other followeis of Christ, 
noi tiio jer .icMis (jiai this dimple should not die^ and the advaii- 
shall not < 1 0 lull j,- < 0(1 iige to w’hicii lie lived gave some further 
1 will that ht' taiiv c<»li)iir for ii : but it w^as entirely hmlL upon a 
till I wnif, what 1. niistukc ; lor Jesus did not say to him, or of him, 
that to tiu'c? should not (he; but only, as it was cv- 

jiressed before, // J will that he tarry, or con- 
tinue alive, till I come, what [is that] lothec Y 
2 i This (he di-s- And this IS the di set pie who testifies concern- 2i.‘ 
>''S tliese thinni, md hulk wrinm than as 
wrote these th iii;s ; ahovc 1 (//?</ ‘.ittce he W'as an eye-w'itness to them, 
and wfknow that his jnd lia»s iiot failed, 111 u proper manner, to pro- 
^c-stimuiiy IS mu-. t|j^> churclie's the credentials necei^sary 

to prove tlie veracity and exaetnes-s of Ins writ- 
ings, we certainly know that his testimony is true, 
and donl)t not Init every candid reader will re- 
cei ve it accordingly . ^ 


that to tlu’c I 


* Thii sai^ins, tUrrfore Kvnf (ihroad amonf! (Jiotijis would arguo from tlii' jiliir.il 
the hMiiien, Kc \ Miatilmt was biu'li a number in these wojds, (Annot m John 
nutiuti and itadilioii a noii^ i hr anciciitsi, Xx> ')() ) that this last cliapti-i iiut 

rahiicins has paiuOniailv' >)lienii, Cod. wfinen by John liiuistlf, but wa*- added 
Apotf. Xfn IVst. \ijl. in p /!>. lo h s gospel by same other hands (S-e 

that fin hdinLi'j n ir.ic \ note ■» on John xxi 1, p oil.) Hut if i 



m 


R^ettionsjon the inquiry into Peter's love. 


\ IMPROVEMENT. 

nibt. What if our Lora Jesus Christ^hould put the same question 
- cci. to US that he did to IVter, in this remarkable passage, and 
’“'^jy^should thus repeat it again and again? Are there none of us who 
should he at a loss for an answer ? None of us to whom lie might 
sajji / know that you. have not the love of Ch7'ist in you? — Or 
af6f(|l>ere none of bs apprehend, that, if we had ourselves 
been thus pressed, wejcould, at the very best, only iWe said, 
Lord, thou that knmiip^ alt things, knowest that I cannot tell 
tchefher 1 l>ve Blush, and be confounded, O 

my soul, if thou mij|&t replf with such uncertainty to a question 
of so great importance, and in a case where all the ardour of 
the heart might be so justly expected ! / 

17 But are there not still some of us who through Divine grace 
could reply with I jird, thou knmest all thing thou 

knoxvest that, notwithstanding all the unhallowed and lamented 
infirmities of our lives, we do indeed love thee? — And, if we are 
thus really conscious to ourselves of such an unfeigned affection, 
let if be our daily joy, that he xvho implanted tins Divine prin- 
ciple in our hearts, discerns and sees it there ; and, knowing all 
things, he perfectly knows this, however we may be suspected, 
hovtever we may be censured. 

j6 Let us learn also, by what method we are to express our love, 
according to our ability and opportunity ; even by feeding his 
sheep, and promoting the interest and edification of his church. 
Let ministers especially do it; and let them not forget those 
15 dear creatures, the lambs of the flock. Jesus the compassionate 
Shepherd^ as we see, did not forget them ; but taught his ser- 
vants wdtfc the greatest tenderness both hy his precepts, and by 
his exaitiple, them in \\aiix arms, and carry them in 

their ba^om. (Isa. xl. 1 1 ) 

' 21 Happy are those ministers who, instead of indulging a vain 

' , curiosity in things wherein they are not at all, or but very little 
concerned, are spending their lives in such faithful servjces; 
feeding the flock of God; and taking the oversight of it, not by 
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, hut of already mind; 
that when the ch/ej Shepherd shall appear , they may receive an un- 
fading crown of glory: (1 Pet. v. 2, A crown which will in- 


plainly beaiimingoftliiii verse, 

th.it It le\lifii d.cmd ktoIp 

thing. , and that we ba\u frr- 

qiient instancfs of the like change oi 
luitnberii, (&CC Hoiu vii 1 4, and 1 Thosii 
ii. 18.) it IS evident from the words, / 
svjipoic, in the next veise, that only one 
person s[jcaks. So that no inoie appears 


to be intended hert, than if he had said, 
“ We iinincrsallv allow, that what is tes- 
tified by a credible eyc-witncbs, and 
assert' d by him under his hand, must 
be admitted as a valid testimony, and 
pass for unexceptionable evidence; 
‘ this is the case here; and therefore 
regard it accordingly.” 



Jesus appears to five hundred bretJken in Galilee. ®fl 

finitel'^inore than repay, not only then* lab^s, but their suf- 
fcirngs too! * / 

Happy Peter, who, having worn out Kfi hetter years in the'T^^ 
service of Christ, courageously stretched out his aged arms, to'^*' 
he bound, and, being borne away to turrures and death, shed 
the last slow ebb of ins blood as a martyr for him who had loved 
him and given himself lor him.*— And not less happy the beloved 20 — 
disciple, so willing to hazard hts life in.the same cause ; thoiigh 
he was nut in fact calico to lay it down a martyr! Our graci- 
ous Lord, who sees every purpose, ^nd every affection, as it 
rises in the heart, favourably accepts ^f willing mind, and 
Will, tliroii^^li the riches of his grace) einitle them to the reward , 
of equal suflei'ing, who have waited \wth a like readiness, though 
they liaxe-not been caljed out to the scvi'rity of the like trial. 

SECT. CCII. 

Christ appears to the whole body of the disciples at the appointed 
inountain in Galilee; and afterwunh meets the apostles several 
times at Jerusalem^ and diseour.ses' with them concerning the 
affairs of his kingdom^ Mat. XXV 111; 16, to the end. Mark 
XVL 15—18. Luke XXIV. 44—49. Acts L— 2, 3. 


MAT. XXVIIJ. 16. 
'rilEN the HcAen 
diBcipIcs nent 
ftAvav into Galilee, 
into a mountain 
wluue Josus had ap- 
£;(.iiitud them. 


17 And when they 
snw Him, they woi« 
shipped him : but 
pumu^duubted. 


MAT. XXVHJ. 16. 

quickly after the late interview which sect. 

Jesils had with his disciples at Jerusalem, ccir. 
the eleven disciples went into Galilee^ to a certain 
mountain not far from the se^i oLTiberias, 

Jesus hud Qppninhd to meet /Atrw. “ And hcjg 
“ appeared to them, and above five hundred 
** brethren at once, who came together from 
“ all parts of the country on tliat important oc- 
‘‘ casion.” yJnd having seen him, they bovv(>d 17 
down and worshipped him; and though some of 
the company had doubted at first, yet they were 
afterwards fully convinced. • “ And the greater 


“ l/iov^h some of the company had 
doubted at ] There jfl no room 

to think, that this rffei’s to wane of the 
apusLies, when Christ had so lately satis- 
fied the ino.%t iiirredulous among them ; 
but n<: arc certainly t« understand it 
(as Mr. West iias fully sheuu) of some 
that were iii company uithtbcni, though 
Mattlicw has not mentioned them. (See 
Weit’s Observ. p. 2S), *2^.) Yet still it 
IS not easy to imagine how any of the, 
tlii^ Company could continue to 


doubt of the truth of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion when they actually sau him and 
that in the piPsenoc of so many others ; 
a ciicuinstance incomparably muie con- 
viiioing to carh, than i^hti^had apprap'd 
to any one alone I t^refoie eho'^o to 
nuid'T and paraphrases the words o» Jr 
as>ibo\e. I hose Ifariitdrn'H's, 
Albert, (0t>5e.rv. p. IG'3, 164- } and Hob, 
(Exerrit p, S3.) have produced many 
inst’inci'x III whK’h ci is put fir nytf. 
And all the dilhculty is removed, if wr 



^22 And after that^ is jfeen of James, and then af all the apostlt^ 

sFci. “ part of them cLuinued alive, as witnesses of ^ 

€cii. «< ihe trutli of hisiesnrreetion for several ^cars 
atter,*’ though omersof them difed m a short 
XVVlli ** to their glorified and tri- 

. ‘ 1-7“ umpliant l.ord in heaven.” See 1 Cor. xv. 6. 

Thus did he manifest himself in Cmlilec to d 
consideidble number of his discipl(‘s at once; 

“ «ikI after that, he appealed to James/ and 
then (as we shall lee hereafter) to all iIk* 
apostles.” bee 1 Cor,^xv. 7. 

But though he shod 9^1 himselt thus optnlv 
to his disciples, “ hr diJ nbt juihliLl^ ap))< ai at 
“ any Innc to all riie p(.o[iric , nui iiidc ( d did he 
•* shew himself, in an^ other ni'-taiKc, to so 
“ large an assembly even ol his own diseiplcs 
“ but in the seveial appeaiamos hiMiiade, h(‘ 

“ chiefly conversed wiih tht dpostle'^, and ton- 
fined ins visits to those witnesses that win 
chosei beloie by God to attest the truth ol 
“ his lesunec lion, who had fieipit rit opportu- 
** iiitics of «i free conversation with him, and, 

“ as vve have setn be foie, (Luke wiv >(), fJ, 

“ 43; and John xm. 12 , IJ ) did tat and chink 
with him after he lose fiom the dead ” See 

i\cts X. 41. 

Act I 1 And at these times of his cotiveising with Aers I 2 -[ iW} 
them,'' he moie particulail^ opened to ilkin 


jJlow a snnli ci anqe in the tcnsc, and 
take the. reiidciiijif of tiu Pms lan ft ti- 
m» nt / I n ihi’U > had tie! ; d lUul , 
or, wliK h i<! much the s can , though iunu 
/ d d II U a 

i* ‘•enril jtars aftor,] It is H»ne- 
rallv ..niiftd, thatthe fii&t Fpistlcto tb<» 
( tiiQllij iiib wa wrtUn .tt Kasttwentv 
Mar-, alter (hit ts i siiii(<ti n, and 
e lul till K i< 11-, u , th it t'i( fin atpr part 
of thisefm luuulrcd theneootinued dne 
Vnd l)v tli< w i\ itHasawiae inf|„ri(i. 
c ns disp< 1 sitiun t f me IM >\id new, 
to Cl 1 tiniie ih( ir li\es s > lon^, as h 
( f them, nherever PM\idio( I Ifd ttcin, 
ttoiild i> til ^diShentu eiiincss of lhaf 
iinjiortuiil ftOttihe lesnrieition if our 
Luid the srnfat fi nd iineiital of th 
( hri'-ti iti 1 1 'h 

^ After tint he ippaicd to James] 
It isprooahli thiMi IS lames the son of 
Alpheus, wh)\ e still living when'le 
apostle Paul wrote 'iis 1 ii 1 1 pi tic to tl c 
connthj.tiis, v\heif as I'lC other latnc>, 


the ton of 7«Ledcc, ijnd suffered mar- 
ts id jiri souk \i us tififoR (Acts \il 
Q) hut the titeuTTi t inets jf this ip' 
pi iraiuc ate no Miuir o oitUd, nor 
have vr6 jnv eiril hlti aieouiil whire or 
when it liippeiiid, onlv wf liitii ti im 
the mill HI « huh it is pined h\ the 
apostle Paul, lint it w is itli i (luisls 
appear inec l>tlu U\( huuditd hi it him 
See no e t un 1 1 ke x\i\ -e p ( OX 
•I And at ilusc t me s 1 1 hi c iniitm; 
with thun ] As I Invi msiiled in (hr 
lirst pai igiaph of this stimn whit is 
'id in the fust < p stle t > th ( oiinthi- 
ms of imi loicl s jp learim t to the fur 
hiindrcil bitthiiii in I to I mu s so I 
hive* ili()ii^,lit It piopir P) mil idiuf m 
this and thi uc\t so tion wha« re hies to 
th s st(ii> in the he^mni ig i f the Vets, 
(i I ip I — 2 — 1 1.) w III! hr tide IS the mi 
1 itinn more < omplete , and Inii lie trie 
aemiint wliii h tht ureelnrili-. e 
01 of the hist )i \ of our I ord tp »he tune 
ofhib iseiiisiun. 



He shews them that the scriptures zoereJfulfilled in him. 623 

through Holy what was the nature and desien^f their office; si;ct.‘ 

S^ndrarntsSriho ‘hreugh the Hohj whicli was g'J’en 

apostles whom irtj Hot by measure to himself, And which he had 
had chosen, lately breathed into them, he f^ave cmnmand-^^^^ 

merits and instructions fo the apostles whom he 
3 Towimin aUihe had choscn^ how they wTre to act: To uhoni 

abunxlam evidences of the truth of 
ly m.tiiv' iSiS resurrection, an.l ^hiwed kimselj to be dtive 
,jrov,h-,-t)iiii,r '•'in «.i he had sneered death, by many infallible 
tii-nifoiLv n*\s jihi and tokens' beihp^seni rf them at various 

, . . Aj u; 


jji n.iiiiiiiii ti) 

!' .1 . i { 


\ (V 


,1,. time's /-n ilie space i'piuys after hisresur- 

lection, and speakniit them of the things 
u'hu:b related to (he kingd m of God. 


1 < 


I , >1 , 

'l.f. JK'IJI 


.iv 


I 


III ! 


X !ii'< lUiii h 

a ’ 

u ^ I t. n, II , ii.> 
ej.ii ,i , :i,ii, •> tni, 

hi ti'll'ili'd tiln It 
ivtii' uiLi'ji in ilu 
I iiv .i MosC'), and vi 


jViid these his last interviews with them were 
einelly at .Icnisalem, to which they returned 
sofiii altei 'lI^ appear.ince to them on the riioun- 
lani m (>aldee; and Jesus alsi» came tjntber, and 
made them repeatid visits: and on on(=;of these 
o<-(asions, he spa /re unto them, saj/hi^p These, 
[(ne\ the lowds which / spake unto yon, and 
the^e the intimations that I olten lyuvc vou, 

( iiv .'I iwosf'), anu ?// , , , in ^t It i 

ihi' prophets, and tn 'whilc I was yet tiwellin»: among you, that all the 
tilt iviims.cin cm- things must be v\'Ae{{\( fulfilled which are writ- 
jjj scriptures concerning rue, both mthc 
jientatench which is called the laic of Moses, 
and III the hooks of the succeeding' prophets, and 
in the T<al>nsr^l^d other poetical hooks of the 
Old 'rcstanieni. 

4') Then opened he .A nd <7/ '“'''c vtf wc ////2f /ie* not Only 111 words45 

thauiicy7n^ expounded to t'lem tfie sense of the sacred wri- 
Jcr,tjnd tho soup- ters, but also by u secret operation on their in- 
tellectual faculties opened their minds, that they 
might understand the scriptures in their refer- 

And raid iiiito COnvillCinff 11)^11-46 

(hem, Thus Ills wilt- ", , , , . 

u'ti, and tiuib zt be- h® eiibirged upon the mifioriant suhjett, 

.‘lovfd ciuii.t (0 bill- and said to them, \Vhen you consider all these 
f. r, and 'ld iz-e fiorn i(,,ngs, you must certainly perceive, that thus 
It teas written, and thus it teas necessary, in 
conformity to the counsel of God, and for the 
manifestation of his glory, that the Messiah 
should suffer, and should rise again from the 


c Oil one of these occasions he spafi. 
(Lc.j I iibC this indetciiiiinate foini of 
t'spres'zon, because I see no inaik by 
which we can paiticulai'ly ascertain the 
tune wh(*n /lie following discourse was 
d' iiv«i:ed;/only, 1 think it icry |il,uti it 
«iiist'*^e.^fter IFkii nt'jMi *o Jims.diu; 


(see T.uke vxiv. 49 ) ami cniiscrnitnily a 
^ci\ ff'w days before mir land’-, jscen* 
Sion — I have tbixiwii all that the iliier 
evangelists say ot thov discoursi s into 
one oontinncd diseomsi., ilioogli pci haps ' 
v-ino of Miem might be dclixertd at d.'f 
!■ I ••lit l ines. 



All ^wcr xm gtim ihcm, aUddie^ should be his xvitnesscs, 

SECT, deadf as I haveXne, on the third day ; And the third 

; ecu. ‘ that, in consequeirce of this, and on this great 

foundation, the in^jortant doctrines of ?'£/)«*“ pentaace and remis- 
xiiv. forgivenes's of sins through faith in of *‘‘ns should 

47 him should be preaihed in his name^ and by his *?, *’** 

authority, to alt the nations of the cstrth, begin- tiona,- beginning at 
xiing firk at Jerusalem itself, though polluted Jenwalt'm. 
wi^ the blood of the Pfince of life.^ 

Mat. You know indeed fadded he) how cruelly the xxvm.ig, 
“'"’■ Jews have treateil mh..and how ungratefully 

they have rejected /mq; but their outrageous and m earth, 
malice has now done its Utmost, and my hea- 
venly Father has not only rescued me from their 
hands, but is exalting me to all that height of 
dignity and glory which the sacred oraclea have 
so pathetically described: for all authority is 
now given unto vie both in heaven and on earth ; 
and, in accomplishment of what was promised 
to the Messiah, { am raised to a kingdom which 
comprehends both the upper and lower worlds, 

• and entitles me to the homage of angels as well 
tukc as of men. And yet, though I could so easily t-vKB X.xiv 4fi, 
sneiv. 43 command the ministry of those more glorious Jf 
creatures, it suits best with the scheme of rny 

S el to make use of you ; who shall accoro- 
^ / be witnesses of all these things, by publish* 
ing the certain knovvlodsc that you have of the 
important truths of my death and resurrection •« 


t at JenmlmJ] As for tbe 

graminatiw construction 6f the Greek 
word apfa^iy*?, it Would be foreign trom 
(he desi|},iLof these notes to enter inti it 
further than lefgr the learned reader 
to Flsiu*!', (Ob^ery* Vbl f. p 2^8.) and 
lldfihelins, (Anaot. ex Herod, p. ‘2”r>, 
S77.) and to the anginal of Lukexxuj. 
.5; vxiv, 27, and Acts x. S7. — It Was 
both graciously and yiiscly appointed by 
ourLoid, that the gospel should begin 
to be preached at Jerusalem; graciously 
as It cnciMiiaged the repentance of the 
greatest sinse^when thev saw that ci^n 
tbe niuidenenm Christ were not e\cmpt- 
ed from of jrovpel-meicy ; and 

aisely, .^sbl^y Christianitv was more 
abiindaiiCly attested, the facts heinct 
pabjished just on the spot where they 
happened, and as tho vast concourse 
of p^ple of vaiioiis natipns, present 
thereat tho feast of pentecost, would 


contribute greatly to its morC speedy 
spread. 

e Voa Hia/l bi’iX’ifne\ses of these things ] 
That this was the grand busincbs nf (he 
a[)dstles, 15 evident , and the ingenious 
authoi of Misc'dlaiira baeia (Kbsas in. 
p, 17 — 23.1 ba<! taken pi eal jiains to shew 
how tjie title of «il nesses and tho uthcc 
of testifying IS in the sarreil writings ap- 
propriated to the apostles Hot afiei all, 
though It was indeed e^scnti il to the apos- 
tolic oftice, that they who bore it should 
lie able to testify thi^ fartb as of their own 
personal knun ledge; ,vct ii is (.in tain, 
that a great ninny others, who were nut 
apostles, were able to tes'ifv the ‘•ame; 
and it' was their duly, and no do bt their 
care to do it as Providence gave them 
an opportunity ■ and the apostle- bad 
many otbrr dmiCs iiiivirnhen’ iipontlu’m 
for the edification of tne rhnrch and lu 
order to tbe pecformauco them weie 



He bids them tarrr^^'at Jerusakm tiUihhi^receive the Spirit. 'S^ 

and who are therefore to look upon it asi the sEcrr 
great bu dness of yoiir li^vcs to spread the notices ecu. ^ 
4 y And beijfild, j and evidences of these frfets. And, 'ihtx 
send the promf^e’ of may b(' fully qualified for so high an office, \ 

my KitherMponyou- / aui shortly to 7/pon yoti the gXCiiX. 

•ity of .7,111*5.11001, *^*raculous 

until jc be endued effusion of the Holy Spirit upon you. (Com- 1 . 

hid 

'■‘“^ the Divine Wisdom sees fit to honour this place, 

, sinful as it is, with fife fiwt vil% of this surpris- 

ing appearance, I^hlirge you not to go from 
hence before you have received those gifts and 
graces you shall be furnished with for the dis- 
charge of your ministry ; but do you continue 
here in the city uf Jerusalem till you are invest- 
ed wUhthispoiverfrom on high ; ** whereby vou 
will be enabled to bear your testimony in so ad- 
, vantageous and convincing a manner, that no 

falsehood or sophistry will be able finally to 
stand before you. 

Mahk XVI. 1'). further he said to them^ When you shall 

Ami h<* s.uJ unto tijus be fiii’iiished with the cxtraordinaiy gifts 
them, (hi >•' into all the Spirit, go forth into all parts of the world, 

I,rtachZ‘t-P«“w ‘l>e gospel to every human creature 

every < rtauin . under heavcri to whom IVovidence may lead 
16 Ho that bciiev- you, whether Jew or Gentile : And take care j(i 
fth, .uid li baptifif'd, tjjat you deliver It with hec(>ining seriousness; 

them see to u that they receive it xviih 
*>11.111 bo daniiied |jrop<Jrtionable regard ; for it is a matter of in- 
iinite importance. And accordingly I now so- 
lemnly declare, That he ufio sincerely believes 
your testimony', and, in token of that cordial 
faith, is baptized in rriy name, and continues to 
rnauiUin <i temper and conduct snitable to tliat 
engagement, shall certainly be saved with a ('om- 
plele and everlasting salvation: but hr u-h'/ be- 
Heveth not this my gospel, when opesv’J witli 
such convincing evidence, ‘ and iinally persists / 
ill wilful impeniteuce and unbelief, as he re- 

f«inii.bed with extranidinarv gifts mul thoondoffoiU days, .wfH'U ho quitted 
pfiwois, for wbicli Uicy would have bad eailh, to ictmn to it no niort, but 
httlf oocasjoii had it boen their only .i pievious avrou iori>wtiirh w.i', made on 
bnsriioss to testify (hose faots. the iTSurrectioii-dav. tor notliinar cm 

'• (‘on I tv uc in the nty of Jernmhm iill bo more Cfftain, than tlirit lb,' iipi.«:llL'= 
j,£ 0 < «/f !«:.( Stc.] This passajtd Ut- d.d quit Jernsaiom botwpvn ('hi*i*t’‘> re* 
torly ovm-rbrows Ml. Wbiiton's Asscilion, hiiiitclion and tlu* descent ol Uu* =5piiii. 

U>at ajrahis di'courbc nns deli'^red on and wnt into I'.’allU'O by ( hiiet’s ap* 
n 'Ahl Ciitiht ros, Innn tl)c doail^ .iml pomtmejlt, which was signified to them 
Uiat *0 a>iynsiunri'!a(od bv I.i.ko mtlio by thq nngol and by bimsilf too 

ijf Ibi*. d*.iploi, i*. ii'jt llidt .it » U boil oiii'ii* d with SHOh coiiviri' 



^6 , It€^ve^thema^to77mmon to preach mid baptize i 
. $fiCT. jects the most gracious counsel of God for his ■ ‘ 


Jccn,, recovery, shall he cond^ined, by his righteous 
judgment, to futurd and everlasting piinish- 
and shall to his dreadful experience find 
; ' that gospel which he has despised tp be a sa-' 
vour of death to him. 

Observe then the extent of ydur commission ; 


Mat. XXVIII. 19. 


diencc of my gospel^ ^pfizing them in 
awful and venerable of the rather, and of 
the Son, and of the Jloly Spirit ; "* that by this 


evidence.] 'I'iiis is by no means a pro- 
per place to inquire into the proportion 
between lUc evidence ahich was peculiar 
to the dajs of the apostles, ami that 
«hich IS common to onr own. But I 
hope it « ill be considered on the one 
h.iiiil, how itiiprohable it is, that a divine 
iciilatioB, introduced as the gospel uas, 
■'lumUl ever be left so destitute of proofs 
111 after ages, that an honest man, after 
impaitial c onsidcratiuu, might reject it , 
and on tKc other, how fit it was, that the 
danger of noftlecting it should be strong- 
ly ddCiaicd, lest it should seem itself to 
ha\e left men at libcity to tnfle with it 
•< SAat/ dr (ondrmned, &c.] As foi the 
objection uliirh has been urged against 
the truth ot Christianity, from the dam- 
natory sentence which it here and else- 
where pronounces on those ttmt reject it, 

I hi\c coiisi^ed it at large, sime the 
foi inor publication ot this volume, and 
attemptid t'l shew that it is so far from 
bciug conclusive, that it would rather 
have bcoii a greater difficulty in the 
scheme ot ( hristianity if it had contain- 
ed no suoli sentence. Sec my second 
letter to the A nth. it of Christianity not 
founded on Argiinient. p. 28— 47. And 
I must earnestly entreat any reader, 
who fancies there i« any force in what 
the deists urge on this head, attentively 
to consider what ia there offered, before 
he pri’suine on tto contrary scniimeot. 
which may^lpfl^ps be an erior as fatal 
as it IS absurds 

• PlOicIyte all^hf nations of the earth.] 
'fhe whole tenor of the succcedingbooks 
of the New Testament shews that Christ 


them at first to mistake the sense, and 
to imagine that it referred only to their 
going to preach the gospel to the Jews 
among all nations, or to those who should 
be willing to become .lews — I lender the 
woid pmehilr, that it may 

hd duly (listinguislud from Siinc-xn^f;, 
tracking, (in the next \cisi ), with winch 
our version confounds it. The loiniei 
seems to import nistniclion in the essen- 
tials of religions which it w.i, necessary 
adult persons should kiKiw aud submit to, 
before they could rcgulaily be admitted 
to baptism ; the latter may leKiti' to those 
more particular admonitions iii regard to 
Christian faith and practice, which weir 
to be built on that foundation — It is cei - 
tain, that no argument can be drawn fiuin 
hence tuthepiejudicc of nifaut-baptism : 
for h.id Christ sent outthe.se missionaries 
to propagate J•ld.ll^m in the world, he 
might have used the same language : 
Go, and proselyte all nations, circiim- 
(ising them in the name of the God of 
Israel, and teiiehing them to obseive 
all that Moses commandtd ” 

"* liaptizxng them in the name of the Fa- 
ther, fkc.] Though I dare not as.se. t that 
the use of these very wuids is essential 
to Cbristiati baptism, yet surely the ex- 
pression mu t ntimate tlic necessity of 
some distinc egard to each of the sacred 
three, which is always to he maintained 
in the administution ol tins ordinance,' 
and consequcnily it must imply, that 
more was said to those of who^e baptism 
we read in the Acts, than is there reoord- 
f d, before they were admitted to it. The 
Christian Church in succeeding ages has 


designed by this comnahsion that the acted a wise and safe part in retai’mng 
^ j'pel should be preached to all m.itt- these words ; and they contain so strong 
kiml withont exception, not only to the an intimation, that eiu h i f person^ 
Jews, but to all the idolatrous Gentiles is properly God, and th.it worsbif 
but the prejudices djioatlcs led paid, acd glory ascubed t/i eacb(j 



and promises^ to Be toith them voorld, 6S^ 

_ solemn initiatory ordinance they may profess sfic?;': 

their subjection to each of these Divine’ persons, cctt' 
and, maintaining suitable r^artls to each, may 

‘iirroadiin-jr them receive fi'om each corresDOitdcnt blessings 

whatsocvii I have instruct the converts whom you sq^q 

roram-inded you . baptize, teaching them to keep and observe all 
and lo, 1 am with ihings whatsoever I have commanded you"; as 

end 'of the remembering that I am the Lord, and you on- , f 
woifd. Aiiun ly the messengers of my will, ^nd, while you 
act in pursuance o^hese directions, tiiough 
numberless difHcultiipi^^iliiappear in your way, 
yet be not discouraged at them ; for behold, I 
am always with you, to support and oomlort you, 
and in some measure at least to succeed your 
labours; and 1 will to such purposes as these 
be with all my faithful ministers who shall suc- 
ceed you in the work, to the end of the^ 
world. ^ Ament O blessed Jesus, so may it ' 
indeed be! And may this important jiromise be 
fulfilled to us and to our successors, to the re- 
motest ages, in its full extent!^ 

Makk XVI 17. Ami he yet farther added, So far as it is ne- 
^nd those M 5 JUS shall cossary and expedient for the confirmation of 
my gospel, and the establishment or my cause 
and interest in the world, a miraculous jiowcr 
shall attend you, and others who shall join with 
yon or succeed you in the first plantation of my 
church : and in particular, these and 

others no less wonderful, .shall follow (hem that 
believe, and be performed by those who in a 
lively manner exercise ttieir laith in God, when 
he is intvardly exciting them to such operations:!’ 

.miict but Iiopi; they w ill he .i moans of »if the gospels end, '■eems (‘hiefly to ha\e 
iii.iDit. lining llie U-iiof of the one, :iud bi-cn intciidiiid as an intiinatiun of the 
till' pitictiop of tl'C other, .iiiiong the conolubion of the book, .nndasann^be- 
gom r-alitv of Chrisfiaiib to the cud of \oiation of the crilam truth -^f the things 
the woilil. CO >1.11110(1 in It; yft I iliiiir the tain 

« / amaliLo/f loil/i »n h the fi/d hcif* nm-n lo it in IMatthcvi \ei \ n.itur.il, 

of the As Chnst'b j’lcsonco »ith conMdenng its conneotion M'h tha' pro- 

his siirMMiij* apostil’s .nui Ihor iniui'.- miso, whn h was 'iridoiiblt‘dl> lhe irro.it- 
ters was as iioft'bsai \ .il’tcr thi> destnie- <»«t strcugtli and joy d' tli$t good iii,ui'!> 
tion ot ,](jrusalciii ns brfurc it, nothing heart. .St. John iis<‘S ihr ifice tiiiniii in ire 
sorms more nnri.a'.oriabk' than to limit express laiigiiairo, m the last verse but 
lh^>^o woidb bysi.ohaii lotoiprelntion, .IS one ot the Rcvrlatioa. Surchj J enme 
to refiT tliein only to tlut peiiod. nor t/inek!^ . /hnfnt I'vfri i>:t, tofnc Innl r.’i\! 
doi"> it infh'od .ipjicjr, th.xtlho ond of (he V If hlinil fid/ow ihtm that be- 

woild IS ('Mil used in any other than the //ice, *kc ] It is eseietling evident, that 
most ex.tei»ne sen^e the word hvlu\,‘, in this place. iTi'-bt sig- 

" o may il indeed beij nifv something diJloicnt fiom t'ml faith 

wyid Allien, with who h « mil w hcdi had m Ihc preceding wi eofAl'rk 



A miracubtitpotve f 'should attend them that believe. 

in wy mine the^ shall cast out the most obsti- 
fetii. Date* and mischievous demonsy who may have 

possessed the bodies of men; Mey iAa// by an speak’ wuu utw 
SV?*17 extraordinary, and nitherto unknown effusion tongues. 

*'of my Spirit, be enabjed with the greatest flu- 
ency and propriety to various nets? Ian- i 

i. \?>gu(fges which they have never learnt; Ihey up serpenib, and il 
' shall take up serpents without being bitten or theydnnkanydtad- 
endangered by them ; ^ an^d if^ by some secret ly thing, it shalY'iiot 
or open attempt made destroy _ them, they 
V drink any dcadlij ancr mangiiant poisony it shall the suk, and thev 
not hurt them j '' [and] when th^ shall lay [their] siuU iec(WPf . 
hands on the sick and infirm, it shall be attend- 
ed with a healing virtue, and they shall imme- 
diately recover without the use of any farther 
means. So that in consequence of this extra- 
ordinary contirniation, my gospel shall meet 
with a very general reception, and my heaven- 
ly l ather, iU’eording to his promise, “ shall 
give me the heathen for mine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for my 
** possession.” (See Psal. ii, 8.) 

Such was the purport of our Lord’s discourse, 
and in this manner' he conversed with his dis- 
ciples till his ascension, with the account of 
. which illustrious fact we shall conclude this ♦ 
important history of his life. 

IMPROVKMENT. 

' M»t. tV’iTH. bow ill a grace could the Jews complain of any 
mm. evidence of our Lord’s resurrection, when he 

appeared alive to so great a number as five hundred at once ! How 


becu Hired as Indispensably npres'ary dangerous wounds givm Jby the bite ut 
, to salvation ; and can hare no other ra- the most novious animalb. 

tional interpretation than what is Iiert- *■ (/'by some secret or opn attempt 
gnen. made to destroy them, they dunk, &c ] 

^ They dialltdhcvp serpents.} Jatahhens, I add this clause, that none may iina- 
(Vit. Pythag. cap. *23.) .says th.tt Pytha- gine God ever intended that these mira- 
gOras could do this; and very credible cutous powers shoirid be used merely lor 
writers ha\e that the eastern ostentjiion, or to giaiify the curiosity ol 

nations, th^|nn art of chaiming snakes spectitors. Considerim; to what dqjrecs 
and serp^B p P^ the force of music, so of cursed refinement the art of poisoning 
as for a to suspend their disposi- ’ was by this time hrouglit, as well as how 
tiori to hurt, (See Bochart. Hieruzcic. frequently exc^cution was done, bv giv- 
part 2, ]ib. iii. cap. 6 ; and compare ing poison to condemned persons in the 
Psalm. Iviii. 4, 5, and Redes, x. Jl.) age and country m winch the apostles 
Bnt^s power was undoubtedly exer-’ lived, such a promise as this will appear 
oijied without any such artifice* and in- ' more important than the reaa^r mi;;h» a‘ 
d»iifed, (as m the /ase of Paul, Acts first apprehend 
xsviii. ‘3—5.) an ability to tteal the roost 



Rejlecliom on the commission Chris} ^ave his a/mtles. 4^ 

- "liitl must these disciples be when they saw the Lord ! and with 
what pleasure must they hear him speaking of those thiiij^^s 
which concerned the kingdom of God 1 i ^ 

Wc have surely perpetual reason foythankfulness, when we 
think of that commission which Christga'^ to his disciples: ntw 
is it a circumstance of little importance, that they had it in ^ 
charge, when they published this message of grace, to begin 
Jerusalem; though the religious opportunities that were abused^’^-.^'^ 
by that ungrateful city had alrwcly been so great, and their 
provocations so many. A mazing f^ndescension of the Prince ol ■’jgl 
Peace, that he sent his ambassadovs Of peace to them when they 
iiad hardly laid aside the weapons with which they had slain V; 

him, and were scarce rested after the cruel fatigue which their ~j 

officious malice had given them in abetting his murder! Be- | 
hold, he odors them all the invaluable blessings purchased by 
Ills blood, while it was yet, as we may say, warm upon mount 
Calvary ! and on the same principles, even unto this day, xi'hcrc 
sin hath abounded, there is grace abounding muck more. (Roni. 


v. 20 1 

The commission he gave his apostles, though it liegan at Je- 
rusalem, did not end there ; nor was it confined witlnn the nar- 
row limits of Judea ; but they were appointed to go into all the 
world, and preach the p^ospel to every creature. We to this day, 
in our remote land, enjoy the benefit of it. Let us remember ' ■ 
the importiiiit consequences that will one way or another aitcnd 
the gospel thus brought us, believe it, 'We shall be saved i Iti 

but if we believe it not, wc shall be damned. Life, or death^ O , 
my soul, is thi* certain issue of it, with regard to thee in parti- 
cular. Be surety to thy servant, 0 Lord, for good, (Psal. exix. 

1 22. ) and let my life b'e precious in ihy sight ! v 

C'hiiat opened the understanding of the apostles, to apprehend^ 
the sense of scripture. Let us study that sacred book with f 

humble dependence upon the aid ot that blessed Spirit by \vhom 
it was dictated. And let these apostles who aie thus divinely 
taiLiglit, he, reverently regarded as our surest guides, when we 
are studying the oracles of the Old Testament ; considering the ' 
extraordinary commission with which Christ sent them forth, 
the power from on high witli which he invested them, and tlic tf) 
ample credentials which he thereby gave them. ^ 

• 'Phese miraculous donations are^now ceased, buf;:tbat val liable , 
promise still continues in force, Thixlhewi/l be with his ministers 2 q ’C 
always, even unto the aid of the xvorld. In the strengtii of that 
gracious assurance, O thou faithful and true Witness, wonkl ^ 
thine humble ambassadors still go forth to all the labours and ^ 
difficulties before them: rctnember thy word unto thy servants, 

(Psal." cxix. 4y.) and may it he unto us according to it ! Amen ! 




Tht dUciples are bii^to wait for the Spirit at Jerusalem, 


SECT. CCHI. 

Christ, after his last )siscoursc with his disciples, ascends to hea- 
ven in their sight, \ frhpi the mount of Olives in the neighbour- 
hood of Iklhany ; and they joyfully return to Jerusalem, wait- 
iugjor the Spirit, Mark.XVI. li), to the end. Luke XXIV, 
50^ h theejid. John XX. 30, to the end. XXI uh. Acts I. 
4—12. 



i%BCT. t , Arrsl. 4. 

S conversation Jesus had with ^nd brjng a^bcni- 

Vrv^ disciples at Jerusalem, and such the com- bled togciiuM with 
; A.te mission he gave thorn: and now at length,^ Aw- “Sd'ul, ‘Zt 
■ gathered ihevi together on the fortieth day thev siiouid not d. - 

I ' after his resurrection, he charged them again, as part from Jeruhaicm, 

!•' he had done before, (Luke xxiv. 49, p. 623.) «»'‘ <;"rti.opro- 

r not to depart from Jerusalem, to cinp'oy them- ^^hich, mith h?, yc 

1 selves in any secular cares at home; but rather have heard of im'. 

to spend some succeeding days in extraordinary 
devotion in the temple, or in their secret re- 
tirements; that they might, with the most be- 
coming temper, wait for the accomplishment 
of that promise of the Father, which, [said he] 
you have again and again heard from me, both 
before and since my rcsurr<*ction. (Compaie 
John XIV. 26; xv. 26; xvi. 7 ; and Luke xxiv. 

.o 49.) For John indeed baptized with water, vi\icn o Fur John trui\ 
lie was sent to call men to repentance; but you bapt'i'tdwuh waiter, 
well know, that he declared at the same time, ti^eu with iiio iiuik^ 
there was one coming after him, who should (ihoht.iiytmanyd.u-j 
' “ baptize in a more glorious manner with the 

“ Holy Spirit:” (see Mat, hi. U, Vol. I. page 
^ 106.) And ill acconiplLhment of this predic- 

tion, as you arc now to be sent forth to preach 
the gospel, and to bear- witness of me as llic 
Hue Messiah, that whosoever shall believe in 
me may obtain remission of sins, you shall be 
plentifully, ^piished from above \vith all those 
graces tka^Ky enable you to fulfil your minis- 
try, aiiq ^^pyniy nieans slul^he baptized with an 
extraordinary effusion of the Holy Spirit ; and 
this sliall be done not many days hence. 

Jukp Aid he then took them with bun out of the xxiv. :>o, 

ekypnd passing over the brook Kedrou again, 

. ij^i-vcry different manner from that in which he N 

« ifad lately crossed it, (John xviii. l , p. 416, 476 ) 

' Ih led them out to the mount oi Olives, and 



iscourse tmlh Testis' on the niount of Oiivew 

fut as far as to Be- brought them through that‘ri(lge of hills, a5 /hr 

Ss, 1. c. When botunclaries of Btthany.^ ^ 

thoy therefore were IVhcH thcrefoi'e ihiy %oerc come together 
come together, they guch peculiar solemnitvi #ind Jesus had thusas- ’ 
LoVd'l ''w!i‘it“thSn‘“& sembled them in a bo^ '{a^ they apprehended, 
this trine restore ou some extraordins|:y occasion), they asked 
again the kingdom Alw, sa^iig, Lovdy wUl thou ut this- iimCj when 
to sraei > guilty of such aggravated 

wickedness, restore the kingdom to J^ael 9 And 
wilt thou now ir^such a manner shew thy favour 
to a nation which ]|(p well deserves to be desti ey- 
ed, that Israel shall at this time be raised from 
its servitude, to that extensive empire which 
^ ancient prophecies have led us to expect under 
the government of the Messiah ? 
n And hv said unto was not willing to enter on a 7 

them. It h not' for subject, concerning which the Spirit wauld soon 
you to know the rectify their notions, he chose to check their 

!Xdi °'^thu ^^Father whatever the. 

hath put m hia own schemes of providence may be, it' is 7 iotJdt\i/ou 
to knoWy and therefore is not proper for you to 
inquire, what are ihose times or seasons lehic/t 
the Father has placed under his cum authority i. 
the Messiah’s kingdom shall indeed be triumph- 
ant, and the Israel of God shall reign with him; 
but where, or wben^ or how this shall be, it is 
8 Blit ye shall re- not your prCvseiit business to inquire : And there- 8 
ceivepoweiafteiihat fore HOW let not these secret things engage and . 
th^e Holy Ghost is attention; but let me rather cx- 

nortyou to mind your present duty, and to 
leave the event of things to God : and to pre- 
pare you for the important service yon are called 
indeed, as I before have told you, re- 
ccivc the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon 




' As far us to the boundaries of Beth- 
any. J This at Icasl must be the import 
of the wokI (ui;; but what is said else- 
where, will not allow U6 to enteiid it to 
the town itself' for the town of Beth- 
any was about fiftecifrfurlongs from Je- 
rusalem, (John XI. IS ) whereas the place 
from which our Lord ascended, on mount 
Olivet, was but a sabbath-day’s journey, 
or about half that distance from Jerusa- 
lem, fAets 1, 12 ) So that to reconcile 
what Luke here tclli us in his gospel, 
with the account he gives us of unr 
Lord’s asccnsiorf in the Acts, we must 
conclude, that he conducted his disciples 
only to the boundaries of Bethany, which 


came much nearer to Jerusalem, and 
took in part of the mount ut Olives. 
(See note* on l^at xm 1 p, 2h0 ) — It is 
indeed possible, tliat our Lord might 
make his last \ isit on earth to Lazarus 
and his pious sisters ; but it is tiiauifest, 
he did not ascend fpin town of Beth- 
any, where many bCh^ must luie seen 
him, but from thicniOdntofOliies, whore 
none beheld him but hi-i i»wn di<-ciples ; 
nor is there any intimation lu the words 
nf the evangelist, that he came fioiri 
Bethany to the mount uf Olives on tl e 
day of his ascension, but rather that he 
went directly from Jerusalem thither. 





Having bksscd /.hem, he^dfceitds to health in their sight. 

if07i ; and by this means you shall /;<? qualified ye shaiii»ewitn(*>sfts 
witnesses, both in Jerusalem and jerJ,aJII,n^ 'anU 
Judea, and in Samaria, aiul^even to the ends ail Judea/ and m 
the earth ; and youUliall gather in subjeqth Saraana, and unto 
to my kingdom in tiie .remotest regions, an^ of*hrea^dr*^f 
g •; subdue multitudes to thid obedience of faith. 

..'hid, then, lifting up his hands in a mostso- 
p|dv. lerrtn devout manner, ^e blessed them, as 
pi' -5*^0110 that bad authority, not o/'dy to desire, but ija"iids**^ jnrbLlsid 
& ' to command a blessing on tlem; and reconi- 
^ mended them to the guardiMiship and care of 
bis heavenly f ather, to whom, alter so long an 
p' abode on earth, he w'as now returning. 

Jndit came to pass, after the Lord had spoken 5i— /thd it t ame 
these things unto them, and had with great af- 1*^^*’*' 

. fcction and solemnity discoursed with his dis- tilings'] 

^ ciples of the work they were to do, and of the uino ’ tiu mj, wjiiie 
power they should have to qualify them for it, 
even while he was blessing them, he was miracu- 

separated from them, /hid while — Acts i 9—] 

stedfastly beheld \nm, and fixed their eyes upon acis \ — 9 . AnJ 
f, , him with the strictest obscrtatioii, keivas taken 

a tlie ^rround on which he stood, ««d [turo? JfclIrZl 
’ earned up into heaven,'* as it seonu^d upintobpasBnjanri 
iinistrv of attending angels (though he « hno 
could ceruinly hav-e as«?ndcd ‘ merely hy Ids 
own power)- rtna while he hovered in the air, ,igi,t-haud ot Cod] 
at some distance from them, a bright c/pw^/ap- {Mark xm.— la. 

pcared, as a kind of triumphant clmriot which ^xiv-.—Ji.] 


God had prepared on this great occasion, and 
received him out of their sight: and, passing 
through crowds of adormg angels, he ascended 
to a throne highly exalted above all theirs, and 
.'tf/ down, even at the right hand of God, on a 
scat of the highest dignity and authority, there 
to reign in the glories of his mediatorial king- 
dom, till all tilings shall he pul under his feet. 
(Sec I Cor. XV. 2j',- 27.) * 

1 0 And as they were^stedfasthf looking up to keU'; 


10 And nhilt! liit v 
Icuked hlodiitmlv tu' 
waxd 1iea\cii, a:> lie 


1 ’ IVhtJe they'h^^, hr. was taken vp, 
&;c.J ft Kill, |,J^pe, be remembered, 
lliat It was fur maj^-sty, and not oF neceb> 
tliatour JrOid used tlie ministration 
of angtfs in carrying himself td beavon. 

-Dr. Jfinninf^s lias observed wiih bin 
Usual sai^aoty and propriety, (Serni. at 
bVjrvsfrae*, \ ol. 1. p. that it wa*? 


much more proper our I.ord should as- 
cend tolieaven in thes'utht of Ins apostles; 
than that he should rise from the dead in 
their light; for Jus resurrection was 
piu\ed, when they saw him alive after 
hi!^ passion ; but they could not see him 
in beaven, wKile tbe V continued^ upon 
earth. 



Tivo angels tell them, he shall co)ne again pi like manner, 

- ven, while he went on in his- amazing and tri- 

lo'uiifte umpliant progress, behold, two angels, in the cciit^il 

form of men, in white and shining raiment, be- 
ing of the number of tliose whose ministration ‘’f 
God was pleased to tnake/use of in this illnstri- ^ 
iiWiuGK’artosaid, ous Gvcnt, caiiic aiid $tO(^near them; Who alsoll 

ISjTndl.p'lSw «> ‘hem, and jnd, Ye men of Galilee, v 

up into heaven > this why 00 ye Stand ga%im up to heaven with such s 

same Ji-sus which is great astonisiiment^ Is it not what your Lord 
taken up ii.mi you ijjmself has often toft* you, that he was soon to 
tome Ml like iniuiiioi return to the glory troin whicli he came'’ And 
as ye h.ne sn ii hjm vvc arc iiow sciit liithur to assiire you, that, this 
go into iK'dvoii. Jesus, who is thus taken upfrotnyou into Imu 
ven, shall so come again, in the very same man- 
ner as you have now beheld him go into heaven : 
for the great day shall surely come, when he 
w'ill visibly descend from heaven in a cloud of 
glory, attended as now with a guard of angels, 
to dispense their final judgment to all the inha- 
bitants of the world : but in the mean time, the 
heavens must receive him, and you must no 
more expect his company on earth. 
j.uKi XXIV w. find liis disciples were so fully satisfied of his 
And they wot bill pped l)ivitie powcT and glory, that they worshipped^'^^'^' 
tuMi'rtoL’usln^ him with the humblest reverence though he 
witiuroat )ov lirniii wus HOW becouic* iiivisible to them; and then (as 
ihcnio..iit ( jiinioii* jjg ordered tticin) returned to Jerusalem 

len.sakm ^ ^Med OilVet, 
day’sjournej.Jl'.cts where Itc WHS parted from them; which is but a. 

sabbath day's journey, or about a mile distant 
from Jerusalem:^ and it exceedingly rejoici'il 
their hearts to think that Jesus their Lord was 
in this singular maiiner’hoiiouretl by his heaven- 
ly Father, and received up into a state of ever- 
lasting felicity and glory, in which he would be 

- able to protect all his followers, and to provide 


* 

' IVIwh u 'a wMuth-day't journeu from repair on the sabbath-day to the place of 
Jri-wn/.'iM.] A sabbath-dav’s journey is (iod’s public worship, a sabbath-day’s 
generally n'l kuned liv the Jews to be two journey was more than two thoiumnd cu- 
thoubaiul cubits , will h was the distance bits to those whose station i» tbc cam]i 
bfU'fi'U the ark and the camp, when they was more remote from the ark : yet wlici 
inaiohcdj (Josh, m 4.) and |uobably the they were afterwards settled in towii',, 
same piopoi tioii was obbcrvcd when they they allowed no more than two thousand 
rested, 'i’his is usually oomputed at about cubits for a sabbath-day’s journey. (Ste 
eight fuilon»h, or .a mile. P.ut as the Sclden, de Jur. Nat & Gent lib. 111 . cap. 
camp took in a large extent of ground, 9, and Lightfoot, Hor. Hcbr. on Luke 
iaml this was only the distance gf those *xiv AOj and Acts 1 . 12.) Compare note ■* 

1 hat encamped nearest to the ark , so H in this .section, on Luke xxn . .50 
1/i bVldeat, that. as all the people were' to 



i ' _ ' ^ 

634 They return to Jenisaliniy and praise God in the temple. 

SECT, in the most eflefctual manner for their present 

cciit, and eternal happiness. Jnd they were always . 53 And were con- 
the templcy that is, th(‘V constantly attended ^*““®**y *“ ‘o®* 

there at proper times, and were daily present at blessing God. Amen. 
^2 the liours of praye/^ praising and blessing Oody 
'' both in his house, an^ in their own retirements. ' 

Arnen ! May God alciays be praised by us, and * 
by all who receive his gos-pcl, for the discoveries' 
and attestations of it, give^ to these his servants, 
and by them to us ! ’i 

Mark And, in a few days afto^ this, (as will be shewn Mauk XVI. 20. 

Kvi. 20 . more largely in the following history,) their And they went forth, 
ascended Lord, in remembrance of his promise ^hlrtheLmdroS 
to them, sent down as a royal donative the ex- with tiicm, and 
traordinary influences of his Spirit upon them, contirmmg the word 
fully to qualify them for that important office signs following, 
to which they were designed. And going forth 
with this furniture, they preojched the gospel 
every where throughout the whole Roman em- 
])irc, and oven among the barbarous nations, 
with amazing siiccess, the Lordy according to 
his promise, working mth themy and confrming 
the word of his grace by the signs and miracles 
which Jollmed it; which were at once the most 
solid, as well as the most obvious and popular 
demonstrations of those Divine truths which they 
delivered. Amen! So may the presence of the 
Lord be always with his faithful ministers! and 
may his gospel be attended every where with 
efficacy and success, as well as with convincing 
evidences of its Divine authority ! 

jpi,„ And thus we have given a summary account xxi. 25.- 

»xi. 25 of the roost remark ablef passages of the life of 

Christ during the time of bis abode bn earth: whidijesnsdid, [ami 
but after all, it must be considered only as a spe- many other bignsim- 
cimen, rather than a full narration : for there are 
also many other i kings that Jesus said and did, and 


^ And they were always tn the temple. ] 
Sonic have luiagiDcd, (by comparing tlu& 
with Acts U.) that the apostles 

dwelt for sifme time .ifterwards in an up- 
per chamber of the temple ; but they bad 
no such interest with the priests, as to al- 
low us to suppose they would permit 
them to lodge in an apartment of the 
temple. H is siiflicient that they were 
always there at the proper seasons; for it 
u well known, tliat by oight the temple 


was shut up Compare Luke ii. 37, Vol 
I. p. 76. and John xviii. 20. Vul. II. p. 
503.) They ptubabiy joined their voices 
with the chorus of the Levites, as no doubt 
other pious Israelites did; and must biire- 
ly, from what tl;ey had already seen and 
known, have learnt to use many of the 
p>«lms sung by them, in a much sublimer 
sense than the generality of the peopli;^ 
could. , » 



These things^ afe iuritkni that zee mcry believe. 


ly did Jesus in the 
presesi’t of his disi'l- 
ples, which are not 
wriUeii in this hook j 
the whiUi, if tiiey 
fchjuld written 
every oncj I suppose 
that even the world 
itself could not con* 
tdin the books that 
^ihould bet written. 
I John XX. 30.] 


John XX. 31. But 
these Jic ■ written, 
tliatjc might believe 
that JesuS la the 
Christ, the Son of 
God, and th.at believ- 
ing, ye might have 
life through lus 
Jianio, (Amen J John 


indeed ma 7 iy ot/ier signs &nd miracles, that 7 cji«j 
wrought both before and after his resurrection, 
in ifie presence of his disciples, which are not 
wiritten in this book of the four evangelists, whicli 
is here completed; and which indeed are so nu- 
merous, that if everjf or^of them} should be re- 
corded in all its circum<jfances, I am persuaded 
the work would am^nt to so vast a bulk, that 
the world itself wouii ?iot be able to receive the 
books that should he written ; but the very size of 
the volumes would niccssarily prevent the ge- 
nerality of mankind from procuring or reading 
them-* J^ut these most necessary and import- 
ant things are xvritten, in this plain way, and in 
this portable volume, not merely that the reader 
may be amused by so curious a story, but that 
the faith, the hope, and the piety of Cliristians, 
may be confirmed ; and especially that you may 
more firmly and assuredly believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, partaking of the 
same Divine glory with the Father, and the 
sure object of his people’s confidence ; and that 
believing yt, you may be so influenced by his in- 
structive discourses, bis complete example, and 
his dying love, that you may have eternal life 
through his name. And may God grant, tliat as 
it IS till most ccrtdi 111} and circumstantially true, 
so it may have that happy effect upon all those 
by whom this history is perused, from age to 
aac! Amen, 


John 
XX. 35 « 


IMPUOVEMENT. 

Th (TS did our victorious Saviour ascend on high, and lead Luke 
captivity captive: the chariots <f God which attended him were*'*'' 

^ *>’ht uoi/d ihtlf uould )wt be able to John knew' tbc unbelieving woild would 
ri'ceiu ti't‘ in.,iki, Xl’.J There would be reject even what In* had will, llin. c iiild 
no gnat iik on» eiiienee lu allowing an be no reason for his writing no inoie. — 
liv perbole hem, at) uiu.-*texpu^ilot.s do, of Perhaps it may be a most dcliglitlul 
which w'G meet will) other instances in part of the eiilertainineiit ot the heavenly 
scripture (sei* Gen ki. 4; Numb, xiii world, to learn fioni our blessed Lord 

33; and comp tre John xii. 19 ) But I himself, or from those whocortvemed vviiii 
til ink the '’.ense given in the paraphra.4e him on eartli, .n iriultitud^ pf aiieh parti- 
easier .»ud more suited to the reinarkahle culars of his lift, as will bh’ well woith v 
pl.iiniie'S of St. John’s style. Klsuerrx- oui ev'crlasliiig admiration, liitliv mean 
pla. >*< this pasbdgc, asi if the evangelist time, the p'ous ami attentive study of 
liad I'Uid) “ If they were all to be parti- what is here recorded, may most happily 
‘* ( nlarly written, the unbelieving world prcp.ire us for such discoveries, and add 
V oi.id uc-t admit tliciii, so as to be mov- an iiniittei.ablc relish to them ■ Amen < So 
“ ed l)y them faith and obedience” mayitU*, toibe AuthorofthiBi'Apositioii, 

And he j)i oduci s instariee, in which y w- and to all those who do, or may pci lu-c ir ' 
lias such a signification. But, as 



^36 Reflections on the great design of the gospel. 

sr.ci. twenty thousand y even thousands of angels! (Psal. Ixviii. n, 1&:} 
cciiT. and being gone into heaven, be is there seated on the right hand 
God; angels and authorities, and powers being imde subject do 
^ ^ ■ him ; ( I Pet. iii. 22.) Let us his humble followers look after 
lOhitu with holy joy and pleasing expectation; congratulating his 
triumphs, and tnistin^th rough his grace to share them. 
xxiv*'L apostles, lelS^us bow down and worship him; and, 

while we continue here b&’ow, let us make it our daily labour ■ 
and care to seek those things which are above, where Christ siU 
teth at the right hand (f Goif;* (Col. iii, 1.) And instead of 
. amusing ourselves with the vain dreams of temporal grandeur 
• Acts 1. 7 and felicity, or with curious inquiries after those times and sea- 
sons which the Father halhreseived in his own power, let us ap- 
ply with vigour and zeal to that business which he has as- 
signed us, labouring to the utmost to promote his gospel, and 
^ , by a diligent improvement of our time and opportunities, to 
1 1 prepare for his final appearance, when the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven, with more public splendour than he re- 
lumed thither, and shall come in the glory of his Father, and 
his own glory, witli a majestic pomp which every eye shall see, 
and with the sound of a trumpet, which even all the nations of 
the dead shall hear. 

^^*20 thankfully own his gracious presence 

u. jjjjj disciples, whom he left behind him ; and with admiring 
• gratitude reflect upon the happy consequences of that presence, 
in the establishment of the gospel in the world, and the trans- 
mission of it even unto us, m so remote an age and country. 

^*"5 especially praise him for these sacred records wbicli 

contain such an authentic and exact account of those impor- 
tant Idcts in which we are all so nearly concerned; records in- 
comparably more valuable than the writings of our private es- 
tates, or the charters of our public liberties. Let us earnestly 
pray, that their great design may be answered in us; and 
make it our importunate request to Him who is the giver of all 
grace, that through the operations of that Holy Spirit, without 
the influence of wliich even scripture itself, with all our advaii-'^- 
tages for understanding and imju’oving it, will be but a sealed 
book, or a dead letter, our faith may be nourished and confirmed 
by every portion of it which we read ; and that our hearts may 
delivered into the mould of his word, that believing on 
■ Christ, under all the characters he bears, we may have life 
through his name; and may at length receive the end oj our 
faith, in the complete salvatim of our souls, through him, U 
whom with the Father, and the eternal Spirit, be undivided h .. 
nours, and everlasting praises. Amen, and Amen ! 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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